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“All you have to do is write one true sentence. Write the truest

sentence that you know.”

— Ernest Hemingway
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India moving citizens in Iran, Israel to safety
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India moving citizens in Iran, Israel to safety

Embassy working with Iran to transport Indian citizens out of Tehran by bus as conflict grows; the government has as yet not spoken about an evacuation plan; more than 100

students crossed over to Armenia; Indians told to limit movement; embassy officials in Tel Aviv are advising citizens on using the land borders with Jordan and Egypt to exit

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

s the conflict bet-
Aween Iran and Is-
rael continues to

escalate, the Indian go-
vernment has initiated ef-
forts to move its citizens in
both countries to safer
areas, though no evacua-
tion plans are currently in
progress. It has also ad-
vised them to limit their
movements, given the

daily aerial strikes.
The Indian embassy in
Tehran  began  wor-

king with local Iranian
authorities on Monday to
shift Indian citizens from
the capital and other cities
being targeted by Israeli
strikes by bus to safer plac-
es, while more than 100
students have crossed the
border to Armenia.

In Israel, where the air-
space is closed completely,
Indian embassy officials in
Tel Aviv are guiding citi-

zens who can move out
through land borders with
Jordan and Egypt. At pre-
sent, it is possible to leave
Israel through the border
crossings to Jordan and
Egypt, officials said, and
those wanting to return to
India are being advised on
the best possible routes to
reach the border sites.

However, an Indian re-
search scholar based in Is-
rael, who asked not to be
named, told The Hindu
that “no details of arrange-
ments for transport and vi-
sas or an evacuation plan
have been shared so far”.
“It would be good to know
what the government is
thinking about,” the scho-
lar added.

External Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar, who has
been in touch with his
counterparts in Iran and Is-
raelin the last few days,
also spoke with others in
the region on Monday.

In separate posts on so-
cial media, Mr. Jaishankar

Uncertain skies: Smoke and fire seen in Tel Aviv during an Iranian missile attack on Israel early on
Monday. ap

said that he had “discussed
ongoing developments in
the region and [India-Ar-
menia) close cooperation”
with Armenian Foreign Mi-
nister Ararat Mirzoyan,
and also discussed the
“role of diplomacy” with
the Foreign Minister of the

UAE, Abdullah bin Zayed
Al Nahyan.

The Indian embassy in
Tel Aviv has registered In-
dian citizens, held zoom
calls with them and issued
an advisory telling them
not to undertake “unne-
cessary movements”. The

number of Indian citizens
in the country has grown
rapidly to an estimated
25,000 over the past 18
months after India agreed
to Israeli requests for
skilled labour to work on
construction projects after
authorities cancelled thou-

sands of work permits to
Palestinians.

In Iran, sources said
that buses have started re-
locating Indian students
from the Tehran University
of Medical Sciences, Islam-
ic Azad University-Tehran
Medical Sciences, and the
Iran University of Medical
Sciences in Tehran. India
has been discussing with
Armenian authorities to
enable Indian citizens
cross the border at Agarak.
While border crossings
from Iran to Turkiye and
Azerbaijan are also open at
present, sources suggested
that those crossings may
prove less convenient gi-
ven the tense ties with both
countries in the aftermath
of Operation Sindoor.

A similar relocation of
students is expected to
take place soon from the
Shahid Beheshti University
of Medical Sciences in Teh-
ran and Urmia University
of Medical Sciences near
Iran’s border. Indian offi-

cials have advised students
that “it is highly advisable
to move out of Tehran by
availing of this bus facili-
ty”. Indian visitors are en-
titled to a 14-day visa-free
period but with no easy
way out of the country, tra-
vellers and religious pil-
grims are worried that
their permits will run out.

Given the uncertain sit-
uation, officials said the In-
dian Embassy in Tehran
will try to relocate Indians,
including about 7,500 stu-
dents to safer cities and
towns outside the capital
area. The embassy is con-
tinuously assessing the sit-
uation, the officials
said. Indian authorities
have registered citizens in
Iran through Google forms
and set up hotlines and so-
cial media groups to keep
them updated.
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Iran-Israel Conflict and Indian Response

Rising tensions between Iran
and Israel

Military actions exacerbate the
conflict

Concerns for foreign nationals'

| ._ Safety Concemns | gt arise

Indian government has not
announced a plan

Steps are being taken to
relocate citizens







Conflict Pauses Recruitment of Indian Workers

Workers
Affected

25,000 workers in
Israel

Projects
Cancelled

Some projects are
cancelled



Topic Insights @)

Iran-Israel Tensions Rooted in ideological conflict, Iran supports groups like Hezbollah and Hamas;

Israel views Iran’s nuclear ambitions as existential threat.

Operation Swords of Iron Launched by Israel in response to regional hostilities; India’s citizens affected
in the fallout.
India’s West Asia Policy India maintains strategic autonomy by balancing ties with Israel (defense,

tech) and Iran (energy, regional connectivity via Chabahar).

< 2. Diplomatic & Political Context
» India's foreign policy leans on “multi-alignment”: maintaining ties with conflicting powers.
» Strategic partnerships with UAE, Israel, Armenia are relevant for regional evacuation coordination.

* India is part of the India-Middle East-Europe Corridor (IMEC) — this crisis could impact its

implementation.



Operation Swords of Iron

Chabahar Port

Agarak Border

14-day visa-free entry

Estimated Indian citizens in Israel

Israeli operation against Iranian proxies

Iran-based port developed by India, gateway to Afghanistan and

Central Asia

Armenia-Iran border crossing used by fleeing Indian students

Offered by Israel to Indian citizens (but limited during conflicts)

~25,000 skilled and unskilled workers




* The Indian government has officially
launched a military-led evacuation from
both Iran and Israel.

* The Indian embassy in Israel has advised
using land borders with Egypt and
Jordan for exit.

e Agarak is a border town used for
crossing from Iran into Armenia.

* Which of the statements given above
is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3




Registrar-General of India
issues notification for Census

Census will be conducted in 2027 using digital tools; 34 lakh enumerators, supervisors set to be

deployed; boundaries of administrative units by States cannot be changed till exercise is complete

NEW DELHI

he next Census will

be conducted in

2027, the Union
Home Ministry notified on
Monday.

A senior government of-
ficial told The Hindu that
with the publication of the
notification, the freezing
of administrative boundar-
ies comes into effect, bar-
ring States from making
any changes to the maps of
police stations, districts,
and tehsils, among others,
as enumeration blocks
form the basis of the
Census.

The boundaries of ad-
ministrative units by States
cannot be changed till the
Census process is com-
plete, the official said.

The Registrar-General
of India, under the Home
Ministry, issued the notifi-
cation in the Gazette of In-
dia in exercise of the pow-
ers conferred by Section 3
of the Census Act, 1948,

“The reference date for
the said census shall be
00.00 hours of the Ist day
of March, 2027, except for
the Union territory of La-
dakh and snow-bound
non-synchronous areas of
the Union Territory of Jam-
mu and Kashmir and the
States of Himachal Pra-
desh and Uttarakhand. In

Union Home Minister Amit Shah chairs a review meeting for the preparations of the upcoming Census, in
New Delhi on Sunday. Home Secretary Govind Mohan, Registrar General and Census Commissioner of
India Mritunjay Kumar Narayan and others were also present. @AmitShah/X

respect of the Union terri-
tory of Ladakh and snow-
bound non-synchronous
areas of the Union territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir
and the States of Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand,
the reference date shall be
00:00 hours of the Ist day
of October, 2026," the not-
ification said.

The Ministry said in a
statement on Sunday that
the ensuing Census will be
conducted through digital
means, using mobile appli-
cations, where the provi-
sion of self-enumeration
would also be made availa-
ble to the people.

“Very stringent data se-
curity measures would be
kept in place to ensure da-

ta security at the time of
collection, transmission
and storage,” it said.

The official said that, in
the coming days, separate
notifications would be is-
sued for the pre-test exer-
cise and the House Listing
Operations, which will
specify the dates of the
first phase of the Census.

The pre-test exercise is
necessary to determine
the efficacy of mobile apps
and the enumerators’ fa-
miliarity with the process.

On July 30, 2019 three
months after Census 2021
was notified, another noti-
fication for updating the
National Population Regis-
ter (NPR) under the Citi-
zenship Act, 1955 was pu-

blished by the government
in the official gazette.

The NPR, which is the
start of the creation of Na-
tional Register of Citizens
(NRC), was first collected
in 2010, and later updated
in 2015. It has data of 119
crore residents, and was to
be updated with the first
phase of Census 2021

This time, there has
been no official announce-
ment regarding the NPR.

The Census will be con-
ducted in two phases -
House Listing Operations
and Population Enumera-
tion. Around 34 lakh en-
umerators and supervi-
sors, and 1.3 lakh Census
functionaries will be de-
ployed for the exercise.




Census 2027 Notification Process

The ministry decides to
conduct the census in 2027.

The notification is published in
the Gazette of India.

The notification is based on the
Census Act, 1948.




Administrative Freeze Process

Initiate
Administrative
Freeze

l

Freeze
Administrative
Boundaries

l

Maintain
Data
Consistency



Census Deployment Process

Enumerator
Deployment

|
! l

House Population
Listing Enumeration
Operations




Census 2027: Key Dates and Regions

Census reference date for snow-bound

1st October 2026 )
regions

1st March 2027 ¢— Census reference date for most areas




<7 1. Census of India — Historical Context

Year

1872

1881

Every 10 years

20M

2021

Significance

First non-synchronous census during British rule

First synchronous census across India

Conducted under Census Act, 1948

Last completed Census (16th in series)

Postponed due to COVID-19




* Q. With reference to the upcoming Census of India 2027, consider the
following statements:

* The Census 2027 will be the first to be conducted entirely using digital
tools.

 States can make changes to administrative boundaries during the census
process.

* The National Population Register (NPR) will be updated alongside the
census.

* Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3
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PM Narendra Modi receives the Grand Cross of the Order of
Makarios Il from Cyprus President Nikos Christodoulides. ANI

From Cyprus, PM on war
next door: Need talks for
resolution and stability

SHUBHAJIT ROY
NEW DELHI, JUNE16

MEETING IN Nicosia as Israel and
Iran target each other with air
strikes and missiles in the neigh-
bourhood, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Cyprus
President Nikos Christodoulides

“expressed concern” Monday
over the ongoing conflicts in
West Asia and Europe, and said
“this is not an era of war”.

The first Indian Prime Minister
to visit Cyprus in 23 years, Modi
said a “resolution through dia-
logue and restoration of stability
is the call of humanity”.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2
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PM Modi's Historic Visit to Cyprus

June 2025 -—9
PM Modi's first visit to Cyprus

o— June 2025

Modi conferred with Grand

Cross of the Order of Makarios
W 11T




India-Cyprus Collaboration

Strategic
Autonomy

Defence
Cooperation

Cybersecurity

Emerging
Technologies

Defence
Industries




Cyprus's Solidarity with India Against Terrorism

February 2022

April 2022 [V

April 2022 (|

April 2022

Pulwama attack condemnation

Pahalgam attack condemnation

Expression of "full solidarity

Reiterated zero-tolerance for terrorism

Call for accountability and disruption of
terror financing



Cyprus Issue

Cyprus brought up
Turkey's "illegal
occupation” of
northern Cyprus.




Domain Key Facts

Diplomatic ties Established in 1962

Support to India On J&K, NSG, UNSC Reforms, Terrorism

High-level visits Cyprus leaders visited India in 2012 & 2016; Modi's visit in 2025 is first by
Indian PM

< 2. Cyprus-Turkey Conflict
e Northern Cyprus under Turkish control since 1974 invasion.
 Only Turkey recognizes it as independent.

e India supports territorial integrity of Cyprus.



* Q. Consider the following statements regarding the
India-Cyprus relations:

e Cyprus supports India's stance on cross-border
terrorism and the Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism (CCIT).

* India has endorsed Turkey's recognition of Northern
Cyprus.

* The India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC) was discussed during PM Modi’s 2025 visit to
Cyprus.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only '
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3 /
> 4
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India has more nukes
than Pak, China far

ahead: SIPRI report

‘India has 180 stored nuclear warheads,

Pak 170 and China ha

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE16

INDIA HAS more nuclear war-
heads than Pakistan, even as
China has over three times more
warheads than what India has,
the latest Stockholm
International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI) yearbook re-
leased Monday stated.

As per the SIPRI yearbook
2025, India has 180 nuclear
stored warheads as of January
2025, while Pakistan has an es-
timated 170. China has 600 nu-
clear warheads as of January
2025, of which 24 are deployed
warheads or those placed on
missiles or located on bases with
operational forces.

The report said that India is
believed to have once again
slightly expanded its nuclearar-
senal in 2024 and continued to
develop new types of nuclear
delivery systems. It said India’s
new ‘canisterised’ missiles,
which can be transported with
mated warheads, may be capa-
ble of carrying nuclear warheads
during peacetime, and possibly
even muitiple warheads on each
missile, once they become oper-
ational. It added that Pakistan
also continued to develop new

s600as of Jan 2025’

delivery systems and accumu-
late fissile material in 2024, sug-
gesting that its nuclear arsenal
might expand over the coming
decade,

It also briefly referred to
India’s launch of Operation
Sindoor. “The combination of
strikes on nuclear-related mili-
tary infrastructure and third-
party disinformation risked
turning a conventional conflict
into a nuclear crisis,” said Matt

Korda, Associate Senior

Researcher with SIPRI's

Weapons of Mass Destruction
mme,

The SIPRI report also said
Russia and the US have the
largest military stockpile of the
nine nuclear forces at 5,459 and
5,177, respectively, including re-
tired warheads.

It said Russia, China, India,
Pakistan and North Korea deploy
dual-capable missiles and all are
believed to be modernising
these capabilities, “Up until the
mid 2000s, only France, Russia,
the UK and the USA deployed
missiles with multiple war-
heads. Since then, China has de-
veloped two missiles to carry
multiple warheads, while India,
Pakistan and North Korea are all
currently pursuing this capabil-
ity," it said.




. Nuclear Warhead Numbers (as of Jan 2025)
Country | Nuclear Warheads |

————————— [ ]

India | 180 (stored) |

Pakistan | 170 |

China | 600 (24 deployed with forces) |

. SIPRI Report Findings

India’s nuclear arsenal has slightly expanded in 2024.
India is working on ‘canisterised’ missiles, which:
e (Can carry nuclear warheads during peacetime.

e May carry multiple warheads once operational.



. China’'s Lead

China has over 3x more nuclear warheads than India.

It already has two missile systems capable of MIRV (Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry

Vehicles).
. Modernization by All Major Asian Powers

India, Pakistan, China, and North Korea are modernizing their nuclear delivery capabilities.

Dual-capable missiles (nuclear + conventional) are being deployed.
. India's Operation Sindoor

SIPRI mentions India’s launch of Operation Sindoor.
e Targeted nuclear-related military infrastructure.

e Disinformation & escalation risks may lead to nuclear crisis.



. Russia & US Nuclear Stockpile

| Country | Total Warheads (incl. retired) |
Jrmemmennd [Frmmmmnenrencnnnsmeneaneencoa |
| Russia | 5,177 |

| USA | 5,459 |

. Global Trend

Nations are moving towards MIRV capabilities.
Up to mid-2000s, only France, Russia, UK, USA had MIRV missiles.

Now China has 2 MIRV missiles, while India, Pakistan, North Korea are working towards them.



<7 2. India's Nuclear Doctrine
Element

Adopted in

Key Principles

* No First Use (NFU)
« Minimum credible deterrence

e Second-strike capability |

| Delivery Systems |
* Agni-series (land)
o Prithvi
» Submarine-launched (INS Arihant class)

 Fighter-based (Mirage, Rafale) |

India’s Position

1998 (after Pokhran-Il)



* Q. With reference to SIPRI’s Yearbook 2025, consider the following
statements:

* India has a higher number of stored nuclear warheads than Pakistan as
of January 2025.

* India currently deploys multiple warheads on a single missile.

* SIPRI has confirmed that Russia has the largest stockpile of nuclear
warheads in the world.

* Which of the statements is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3



Decades after Judi Dench played Min Bond films, MI6 gets first woman chief

ARJUN SENGUPTA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 16

THIRTY YEARS after Dame Judi Dench first
appeared on the silver screenas M, the head
of British foreign intelligence agency MIGin
the James Bond universe, reality has finally
caught up with fiction,

Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer on
Sunday announced that Blaise Metreweli
would succeed outgoing MI6
chief Richard Moore later this
year, making her the first
woman to lead the covert

GLOBAL

this Bond film reflects that — quite rightly,
inmy view," Dench had said inan interview.

For a film franchise steeped in sexism,
Dench being cast as M was significant. In
her very first interaction with Bond in
GoldenEye, M calls him "a sexist misogy-
nist dinosaur” — overtly signalling the film-
makers' intent to adapt to the times.

But not much actually changed in the
films. Introducing a female authority figure
did not make Bond any less sexist, nor did it

That said, itwould take MIG
another three decades to get a
woman chief inreality — unlike

agency in its nearly 116-year-
long history. Metreweli, 47, iscurrently lead-
ing MI6's Q section, respensible for technol-
ogy and innovation,

Art imitates life, life imitates art

Much has been written about Dench be-
ing cast as M in GoldenEye, the 1995 Bond
classic that introduced Pierce Brosnan as
the eponymous British spy,

Dench's character was inspired by Stella
Rimington, who in 1992 became the first
womanto lead a British intelligence agency
(she headed MIS ). “There is now a woman
at the head of the British secret service and

two of its sister spy agencies,
Mi5 and GCHQ, MI5 has had Rimington and
later Eliza Manningham-Buller as women
chiefs, and GCHQ s curvently headed by Anne
Keast-Butler, its first wornan leader.

As per long-standing MI6 convention,
Metreweli, a career intelligence officer who
has also worked with MI5, will take over
with the codename C. As MI6 chief, she will
be the agency’s only publicly-named offi-
cer, and directly report to the Foreign
Secretary (currently, David Lammy ).

How British spy agencies work
The United Kingdom has several intel-

(Left) Metreweli; Daniel Craig as Bond with Dench as M in Skyfall. UK Gove, X007

ligence agencies with different, sometimes
overlapping, remits, Over the last three-
and-a-half decades, they have somewhat
emerged from the shroud of secrecy that
covered them during the Cold War, pro-
viding more perspective on what they do,
and how they operate.

MI5: Military Intelligence Section 5, of-
ficially the Security Service, is the UK's do-
mestic counterintelligence and security
agency. It traces its origins to the Secret
Service Bureau formed in 1909, its first chief,
Vernon Kell, was a capiain in the British
Army, who would remain in-charge of the

agency till 1940,

The agency's original remit was fo-
cussed onidentifying and countesing spies
of Imperial Germany working on British
soil, a rmission that grew in importance dur-
ing World War [ (1914-18). The MI5 saw
great successes incountening German spies
during both World Wars, although its
record against Soviet spies during the Cold
War was more chequered.

In the post-Cold War era, the bulk of
MI5's activities have been focussed on
counter-terrorism. Rimington was the very
first publicly-declared head of the agency, as

well as the first person to pose openly for
cameras. Today, MI5 is Britain's least opaque
security agency. The Intelligence Bureau is
MI5's Indian equivalent.

MI6: Military Intelligence Section 6, of-
ficially the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS).
is the UK’s foreign intelligence agency,
tasked with the collection, analysis, and dis-
semination of foreign intelligence, as well
as conducting espionage activities outside
British territory.

The agency too traces its origins to the
Secret Service Bureau, specifically, its
Foreign Section. The first chief of the SIS, Sir
Mansfield Cumming, frequently signed his
directives with the letter C, giving birthtoa
codename that remains in use till date.

By the 1930s-40s, the Mi6 emerged as
the most effective intelligence agency inthe
world. It made its mark during World War
I, when it conducted espionage operations
behind German lines in Europe, and in
Africa, Latin America, and Asia.

Like MI5, its record against the Soviets
has been chequered: communist double
agents had penetrated deep into the agency
since as early as the 1930s. Nonetheless, it
was a key player operating from the shad-
ows throughout the Cold War, orchestrat-
ing coups, covert hit jobs, and gathering cru-

cial intelligence which it routinely shared
with the American foreign intelligence
agency, the CIA,

Official acknowledgement of MIG's exis-
tence came in 1994, India’s Research &
Analysis Wing (R&AW) has a similar remit
as the MI6.

GCHOQ: The Government Communi-
cations Headquarters (GCHQ) s specifically
responsible for providing signals intelligence
(SIGINT) to the British government and
armed forces.

Established after World War | as the
Government Code and Cypher School
(GCRCS), the GCHQ, while operating from
Bletchley Park in Milton Keynes, cracked
the German enigma code during World
War Il — an achievement that might have
saved millions of Allied lives over the
course of the war,

Today. it has two primary tasks: first, to
gather and analyse communications and
other SIGINT, and second, to secure the UK’s
own communications and digital space
against enemy attack,

In 2013, GCHQ received considerable
media attention when American whistle-
blower Edward Snowden revealed thatthe
agency was illegally collecting online and
telephone data within the UK,




Blaise Metreweli's Appointment as MI6 Chief

Metreweli named first woman
chief of MI6

Moore to leave MI6 chief
position in 2025

Metreweli to take over as MI6
chief

Metreweli currently leads MI6's
technology division




Breaking Barriers: Women in Intelligence
Leadership

1995

Judi Dench castas M in
*GoldenEye

©
1992 2024
Stella Rimington Major gender milestone
becomes first woman to in MI6's history

head MI5



<~ 1. Comparative Table: Indian vs UK Intelligence Agencies

India UK
R&AW (Research & Analysis Wing) MI6
IB (Intelligence Bureau) MI5
NTRO (Tech/Signal Intelligence) GCHQ

% 2. GCHQ & Edward Snowden Leak

» 2013: Snowden revealed GCHQ's involvement in mass surveillance, including telephone & online

communications.

» Partnered with NSA (US counterpart).



Rank

Agency Name

CIA

Mossad

MI6

FSB

RAW

MSS

DGSE

Country

United States

Israel

United Kingdom

Russia

India

China

France

Official Name (if different)

Central Intelligence Agency

HaMossad leModi‘in uleTafkidim

Meyuhadim

Secret Intelligence Service (SIS)

Federal Security Service

Research and Analysis Wing

Ministry of State Security

General Directorate for External
Security

Key Functions & Known For &

Foreign intelligence, covert ops, drone

surveillance

Counter-terrorism, Middle East

operations, cyber espionage

Espionage, foreign intelligence, James
Bond inspiration

Domestic intelligence, counter-
intelligence, successor of KGB

Foreign intelligence, Pakistan-China

counterintelligence

Cyber surveillance, industrial

espionage, internal security

Foreign surveillance, counter-
espionage



* Q. With reference to the United Kingdom’s intelligence agencies,
consider the following statements:

* MI5 handles Britain’s foreign intelligence operations.
* MI6 reports to the UK’s Foreign Secretary.
 GCHQ provides signals intelligence and cyber security support.

 Which of the above statements is/are correct?
(a) 2 and 3 only
(b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 3 only
(d) 1,2 and 3



Vietnam officially Joins BRICS As ‘Partner Country’



BRICS Global Expansic

. Y

- RRAK
Vietnam's Inclusio Kazan Summit
Vietnam joins as the 10t Kazan Summit introduces
BRICS partner country. partner country category i

2024.
Q0O
——

=
N
Partner List

Partner list includes Vietnam, Belarus, and other nat



BRICS Partner Countries




Definition

Members

Additional
Members

Origin of Term

Formal Grouping

South Africa
Joins

Annual Summits

Pillars

New Development
Bank

ST=IRS TR




Nice Ocean Action Plan



* The Third UN Ocean Conference
(UNOC3) concluded in Nice, France,
with a landmark political
declaration and over 800 voluntary
commitments by 170+ countries
called as Nice Ocean Action Plan.




What is The United Nations Ocean Conference 2025, co-hosted by France and Costa Rica,

> is the third in a series of global efforts to advance Sustainable Development Goal
UNOC3? 14 (SDG14 — Life Below Water).

Held in Nice, France from June 8-13, 2025

i=lpilelerzidlelid | Over 15,000 participants, 60+ world leaders, and 450+ side events
Built on past UNOC events in New York (2017) and Lisbon (2022)




e Key Commitments under Nice Ocean Action Plan:

Political Declaration titled “Our Ocean, Our Future: United for Urgent Action”

30% ocean protection by 2030 reaffirmed under the Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity
Framework

Ratification of BBNJ (High Seas Treaty) gains momentum — now at 50 countries
€1 billion EU fund for marine protection and sustainable fisheries
Coral Bond by Indonesia & World Bank to finance reef restoration

Largest Marine Protected Area (MPA) by French Polynesia (entire EEZ — 5 million
sg.km)

High Ambition Coalition for a Quiet Ocean launched to reduce underwater noise
pollution



Fun fact

The Earth is getting greener — thanks to climate
change and... China & India!

NASA satellites have found that over the past two
decades, Earth’s green vegetation cover has increased
by more than 5%, equivalent to adding a rainforest
the size of the Amazon!

Surprisingly, the two countries most responsible
for this greening are India and China, due to
aggressive tree planting programs and intensive
agriculture.




Word of the day

Taunt:
harass with persistent criticism

Synonyms: bait, tantalise, tease

Usa g€ He loves to taunt new employees.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tauntpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jtont/







