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* Be who you are and say what
you feel, because those who
mind don't matter, and those
who matter don't mind.”
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SC stays ‘arbitrary’ Waqf changes; upholds Act

Top Court says judgment based on only a

prima facie consideration of the 2025 law

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday struck

a balance by stay-
ing crucial portions of the
Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025, which it found “pri-
ma facie arbitrary” while
refusing to freeze the law
in its entirety.

In a judgment on a plea
for interim stay of the law,
a Bench of Chief Justice of
India B.R. Gavai and Justice
A.G. Masih reasoned that a
parliamentary legislation
was naturally presumed to
be constitutional as the
lawmakers would only
have the public’s best inter-
ests in mind, so much so
that even discrimination
woven into the statute
would be based on adeg-

uate grounds.

Key provisions

However, this reasoning
did not stop the court from
staying key provisions of
the 2025 Act, including the
one which required a per-

son intending to create a
Wagf to prove that he had
been practising Islam for
five years.

The court said there was
nothing wrong in requiring
a person to prove that he
had been practising the
faith for at least five years,
considering that Waqf en-
dowments were misused
as a “clever device to tie up
property in order to defeat
creditors and generally to
evade the law under the
cloak of a plausible dedica-
tion to the Almighty”.

However, the Bench
found it arbitrary that the
law failed to provide a bas-
ic mechanism or proce-
dure to ascertain whether
the person had indeed
been practising Islam for at
least five years. Chief Jus-
tice Gavai directed the pro-
vision to be shelved until
the government came up
with a mechanism.

The court found “totally
unconstitutional” a provi-
so in Section 3C, which
mandated that a Waqf
would lose its character

Its observations will not prevent parties from making
future submissions about the validity of provisions

Yes and no

» ‘Prima facie
arbitrary”: The
lack of a basic
mechanism

to ascertain
whether the
person has

® ‘Totally unconstitutional’: Section 3C proviso

that a Waqf loses its character immediately upon
doubt of being government property, before inquiry
completion; allowing the designated officer and State
government to unilaterally alter revenue and Wagf
Board records, respectively, changing the status of a
Waqf property into a government property

A look at some of the key features of the Supreme Court ruling
on the Waqf (Amendment) Act

= ‘Protected monument’
status: The argument
that Waqf property loses
its status if notified as a
‘protected monument’
was termed a ‘fallacy’

been practising =

Istam for at
least five
years, which is
requirement to
create a waqf

the moment someone
raised a doubt that it was
government property.
Chief Justice Gavai said
though any government
property was public asset,
a designated officer had ev-
ery reason to conduct an
inquiry, but it could not
suddenly cease to be one
before the designated offic-
er submits the report. The
court stayed parts of Sec-
tion 3C that allowed the de-
signated officer and a State
government to unilaterally

= 'Mandatory registration’:

The court rejected arguments

against the mandatory
registration of Wagfs
prospectively

alter revenue and Wagqgf
Board records, respective-
ly, changing the status of a
Wagf property into a go-
vernment property.

Title of properties
CJ1 held that determination

of the title (ownership) of a
property came within the
ambit of the judiciary, and
the executive would be
breaching the fundamen-
tal principle of separation
of powers by one-sidedly
depriving citizens posses-

= Tribal community
donations: It addressed
concerns about
restricting tribal Mustims
from donating land as
Wagfs, over the potential

threat to cultural
minorities

sion of a Waqf property.
“It is directed that un-
less the issue with regard
to title of the Wagf proper-
ty in terms of Section 3C of
the Wagf (Amendment)
Act, 2025 is not finally de-
cided in proceedings un-
der Section 83 before the
Wagf Tribunal, and subject
to further orders by the
State High Court, neither
the Wagqfs will be dispos-
sessed of the property nor
the entry in the revenue re-
cords and the records of

the Waqf Board shall be af-
fected,” the court said. To
balance the equities and to
protect valuable govern-
ment properties, the court
said it was imperative that
Mutawallis (managers) of
these disputed Waqfs did
not create any third-party
rights until the final deci-
sion of the competent tri-
bunal on the status of

property.
The Bench directed that
Central Waqf Council

would not have more than
four non-Muslims out of a
total 22. State Waqf Boards
would limit the number of
its non-Muslim members
to three out of a total 11.
The apex court ordered
that the Chief Executive Of-
ficers of State Waqgf Boards
must be picked from the
Muslim community “as far
as possible”.

“Right from 1923, in all
the Wagf enactments we
have referred to, there was
a requirement of registra-
tion of Waqfs. We are, the-
refore, of the view that if
Mutawallis (managers) for

Bench limits the number of non-Muslims on the
Central Wagf councils and State Waqgf Boards

a period of 102 years could
not get the Wagf regis-
tered, as required under
the earlier provisions, they
cannot claim that they be
allowed to continue with
the Wagf even if they are
not registered,” Justice Ga-
vai said.

The court noted that the
Waqf Act, 1995, had al-
lowed registration without
any requirement to pro-
vide a formal deed. “If for
30 long years, the Muta-
wallis had chosen not to
make an application for re-
gistration, they cannot be
heard to say that the provi-
sion which now requires
the application to be ac-
companied by a copy of
the Waqf deed is arbitrary,”
the court reasoned.

The judgment prima fa-
cie refused to accept an ar-
gument by the petitioners
that a Waqf property
would lose its status if it
was notified as a “protect-
ed monument”.
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1. Current News (Judgment Highlights)
e Bench: Chief Justice B.R. Gavai & Justice A.G. Masih.

e Observation:
e Prima facie, mandatory registration of Waqfs is not arbitrary.
» However, certain provisions were stayed as they were arbitrary/unconstitutional.
e Struck Down (Prima Facie Arbitrary):
1. Five-year practice requirement - To prove someone creating a Waqgf had practiced Islam for 5
years.
2. Section 3C - Allowed government officers to declare Waqf property as govt. property
immediately before tribunal decision.
e Upholdings:
 Mandatory registration of Waqfs prospectively.

» Wagf Boards must have majority Muslims but may include limited non-Muslims.



2. What is Waqf?

« Definition: A permanent dedication of movable or immovable property by a Muslim for religious,
pious, or charitable purposes.
* Types:
1. Wagf-alal-aulad: For family benefit.
2. Public Waqf: For community purposes (mosques, graveyards, schools, etc.).

» Administrator: Managed by a Mutawalli (caretaker).

3. Legal & Historical Background

» Waqf Act, 1995:
» Established Waqgf Boards in each state.
» Provided for registration of Waqf properties.

* Amendment 2013:
» Strengthened powers of Waqf Boards to protect encroachments.
» Result: Wagf land area shot up to 8 lakh acres = 20 lakh acres in affidavits.

» Amendment 2025:
« Introduced strict provisions (5-year Islam practice, government officer powers, etc.) which SC

stayed.



Key Supreme Court Directions

Title determination of Waqf property = Judicial matter, not administrative.
Mutawallis (managers) cannot create 3rd party rights until tribunal decides.

Central Waqf Council: max. 4 non-Muslims out of 22.

State Wagf Boards: max. 3 non-Muslims, with Chairperson from Muslim community.



(a) Constitutional Aspect
» Linked to Right to Property (Art. 300A).

» Separation of powers: Judiciary, not executive, to decide property ownership.

» Balancing religious freedom (Art. 25, 26) with secular governance.

(b) Economic Aspect

» India has ~8-9 lakh acres of Waqf property = real estate worth 21.2 lakh crore+.
» Potential for use in education, welfare, healthcare projects if managed properly.

« Issues: Encroachment, underutilisation, lack of transparency.

(c) Social Aspect

« Waqf properties provide mosques, graveyards, madrasas, schools, hospitals - critical for minority
welfare.

« Tribal donations & “protected monument” waqf issues raised by govt. to avoid misuse.

(d) International & Historical Angle

« Ottoman Empire legacy: Waqgf was a dominant institution in Islamic world for social welfare.
« British India: Wagf validated in Privy Council (1894) & Waqf Validating Act, 1913.
« Global comparison: Countries like Turkey & Egypt have state-controlled Awgaf ministries.
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Aadhaar is part of statute, can be used by voters’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said Aadhaar was
part of the right-to-vote sta-
tute, and voters were per-
mitted to utilise the unique
identity proof to the extent
permitted by the law.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi was responding to sub-
missions intended to
portray Aadhaar as inferior
to the 11 documents listed
by the Election Commis-
sion for voter verification
during the special inten-
sive revision of Bihar elec-
toral rolls.

Plea against order

This has come barely a
week after the court de-
clared Aadhaar as the “12th
document” aggrieved vo-
ters could attach in their

cM
K

claims and objections for
including or excluding
names on the voter list.

Petitioner-advocate Ash-
wini Kumar Upadhyay,
who wants the court to
rethink its August 8 order
listing Aadhaar as the 12th
document, said any person
could get an Aadhaar, and
that they need not necessa-
rily be a citizen.

“Aadhaar is not proof of
age, citizenship, residence,
or domicile,” Mr. Upad-
hyay said.

Justice Bagchi asked
then what Aadhaar was
meant to prove. Mr. Upad-
hyay said it was merely a
“simple” proof of identity.

Referring to Section 23
(4) of the Representation of
the People Act, 1950, Jus-
tice Bagchi asked if Aad-
haar was not part of the
statute which governed the
EC with regard to the right

Section 23(4) of the
Representation of
the People Act allows
use of Aadhaar to
authenticate entries

to vote and inclusion on
the rolls.

The Section permits EC
officials to use Aadhaar to
authenticate entries on the
electoral rolls.

To this, Mr. Upadhyay
argued that Aadhaar could
not be equated with any of
the other 11 documents.
“So, are you saying that a
land record (one of the 11
documents) is more rele-
vant than Aadhaar?” Jus-
tice Bagchi queried.

The court issued notice
on Mr. Upadhyay’s plea,
and fixed October 7 to hear
arguments on the legality
of the special intensive re-

vision. It said its judgment
would prevail over anyth-
ing that may happen.

Mr. Upadhyay argued
the SIR order of June 24 en-
visaged not only a proof of
identity but also support-
ing evidence of eligibility,
including place of birth or
residence as per the 1950
Act. Consequently, accep-
tance of Aadhaar alone,
without = accompanying
proof of place of birth or
other eligibility criteria, di-
luted the intended scheme
of the order. He also ar-
gued in favour of a “pan-In-
dia” SIR to root out “fo-
reign infiltrators” who had
sneaked their way into the
electoral rolls. “Bihar has
lakhs of Bangladesh na-
tionals and Rohingyas...”
the petitioner-advocate
submitted.

To this, Justice Surya
Kant responded that the

EC knew the law, and
could distinguish between
citizens and infiltrators on
the voter list.

Senior advocates A.M.
Singhvi and Gopal Sanka-
ranaraynan urged the
court to hear their peti-
tions on the validity of the
SIR exercise itself. They
said the EC was well into
conducting SIRs in other
parts of the country.

“We are watching this
with great trepidation... A
meeting of the EC was held
on September 10. It is cru-
cial that this court hears
the case soon or SIR would
soon become fait accom-
pli,” Mr. Sankaranaraynan
submitted.

“Why should I, as a citi-
zen, suffer from the illegal-
ity of SIR,” advocate Vrinda
Grover, also appearing for
the petitioner’s side,

asked.
) |



1. Supreme Court’s Position (2025)
* Bench: Justices Surya Kant & Joymalya Bagchi.
» Verdict:
» Aadhaar is part of the statute governing voting rights.

« Can be used as an identity proof under Section 23(4) of the Representation of the People Act
(1950).

» Permits EC to authenticate entries in electoral rolls using Aadhaar.

2. Case Context

» Petitioner: Advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay.

» Issue Raised:
» Aadhaar was treated as "12th document” for voter verification.
« Argument: Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship/residence/domicile, hence inferior to other 11

listed documents.

* Court's Query:

« Justice Bagchi questioned why Aadhaar, as a government-issued identity, should be considered

less relevant than land records or other listed proofs.



Arguments Presented

e Simple, universal proof of identity.

e Ensures “One voter — One ID”.

e Helps root out bogus voters (illegal migrants, duplicate
entries).

For Aadhaar:

Against Aadhaar:

e Aadhaar is available to residents, not necessarily citizens.
e Risks inclusion of non-citizens (Bangladeshis, Rohingyas).
e May dilute intended scheme of electoral verification.

e Fear of mass disenfranchisement if authentication errors
OCCuUr.




Aadhaar Act, 2016

* Provides unique identity number based on biometrics.
e |nitially voluntary = expanded for DBT, subsidies, PAN, etc.
e« SC in Puttaswamy Case (2018):

« Upheld Aadhaar's validity.

» Restricted mandatory use to subsidies & tax purposes.

Representation of the People Act, 1950 & 1951

* 1950 Act: Deals with preparation & revision of electoral rolls.

* 1951 Act: Conduct of elections, disqualifications, etc.

Voter ID vs Aadhaar

e Voter ID = proof of citizenship (through scrutiny).

« Aadhaar = proof of identity (but not citizenship).



Ethical & Security Concerns

Ethical: Risk of exclusion (poor biometrics, rural areas).

Privacy: Aadhaar-voter linkage may enable surveillance.

Security: lllegal migrants may obtain Aadhaar, posing internal security risks.



AINK slpgrov s vosned,
mmlm [ llmldun m" ull

y, Aboad ¢ parcicipacion in the
-nuuuum-mu o-u.uw tach 2005 (XPH 25
v o A

KIS (e Nvmm\l evane e e onhunetng

"ot ot will
DAIBOUF ARG Fuatiariing MAbIOCt IATLOT oXpert
SRChAR, A1 cEitaslock vialon & ain

BT AN FEACLIG DETWIGN 111 e
0 Wil ke e

100 Trictian Malbwinys s sk that from Octotss 1,
anty Audhiuaraunterscutud iy will ba sbbe o
(o i i) "
o

Bowever, be 00 change in tw Umlw of b
OF perweal remirved teekets through ©

iston: Sikh bodies to gos M
bl s i did Kk b iy
At the it 1w lvumhlul ll- nh-\.l-h)n Nlllll
Sty O LG Proc
wlmunu.r- w0 muluun Auhty |u mhu-.u owlnn
""H'll'\lrlly L T
s o e

4 ALy
Do by Nervwrilser (s yonr, Nakwr Sality
16 oo b Tk o o Ciiris Ntk 1

Chilet Minkav avongly objected Lo U Cantie
cinlon. He hird 1o vndersean dwlwlllﬂ
the M ;mu.y B ARALIMAE FARIACAN e I
Ao thne i refloct
v ewarits t-mluh

yats

oop
o T o e

1o strngthen vw.muuw W UL srvices
o sy, weliolesewing giels, s .wl-nnn eerum
nw-mm»m W
e Alivwary’ Gakdsy
o ily Gann kg, Al Wit e
ahany Mul\' mulnlh oty on
Hopumben 17, 1 o Noarorndia Mot will
Baunch the ummnv-;mmiy Iml by the Miisry of
Wk
MlnI-nV oUW Wortun anid ¢ nlld Davelop
W, More (han one Takh hoahy a‘an;:uwm

th .-u
the COuntry has sver sewn. lullv M h cam

WLl e ke Bkt i all vt il
fuciliton

China’s rise as pot(.ntidl superpower changing complexion
ore nuanced policies, says Tirumurti

of ties; India needs

A A s
TIRNNAL
Wiile i Clilne vl

n Ak nelghbouns, At
10, | u mmnl o "h
i

ma uy
mmv. hinm ke
parpawsr
.murm.v comlexion
il R T
e, former Permanen
Wophwmaiibative o Bl 10
e Matlona, skl
N Mondday,
the lainch of the
hinn Indtare Ber

book
sprevttves un Chiry Potir o pewsentmive

[ewetor, The Heesdy Gooras; o8 the

fex, Beonom
Wbt i

"
The 30 Croangs Bl
0 Veivate Lud., i, Tic
WU Akbd IR A A
o PP
ottt tor '
e, Inidin w
Dordr with i supeewer,
Wil chuaigend (e con
ploxton of T relation
i,

W e (0 deal

Buvelo
with Ching n both hoaw

avatar
ool n plice i fa

moee numneed s of polh
chon ratwr thian sus merely
prenicath Telnesone

V0 rFpe e o
Tskios 4 BACTAOF Gf

1w 083 tarmplige 1h ot
mh., wnd we need 1o

) ke Lk i, Chi 001, Y W Grou; 3 Ty, Sonmor permentet
e

Inbalance, accons B 1
dan gests and sorvices,
i dewdcalathon, before a
T oMl b vached, ha
m.ul

wrared by Ananth
nm-nmm. Hrwcton,  The

ek Chismigh, Ve Dok s
12" T ke (o
[ diplomats, b

wpresontatiyee, and
weholars, covering topies

Al Greede
e tech dand
sy and ade,
hina

i mmwmm

shnan wll| hae
n-mnm--l, Wi
Whot of thi golngeon i
A o dalE WAL e

T s | e
tech wvalue chatn rapidly

I

fucing enioemous »
omic problon
e Wk ol i
s & wil
i 1% AN acome homh
whilke Baviig s
wen I aproading e in-
fluence in Centrai Asta,
Africa, a1l Lanin A

Ta FOltions. POM-1G3 o
clrred whon thin 1line
Minister Rajtv Ganuihi viek

|l|n mill For Wlateral trnde

Wil Inwrmanid o

00 ikl in he warly
O DIRIOO now.

The hm )\IM) mwl‘ he
o -

e
nrar

In view

whanginug or
hnd

17 (s i Claogn, ancin
on technical expertise in
ety slininaions andd always
foveximedd on Wl soack dove.
I b As

ol 6010 U e vishiaw chaies
of semiconductors, solar

POWRE, BSERY, 0F 0L,
an - entrepronenrinl per
spectivie, e el was "

M than »
W

v
e hougne

’
v, e,
Adtulin abihin, e i)

PO -
*WORLD FAGE

Kashmir’s fruit markets shut
down over highway closure

Parcel wiln service Jauched (o take apples (rom Valley o New Deihl
I Anaceguunte i Bogee stocks renitn stranded on rondss CM Blames Ce

Anliba

Ponisala
ARIMALIAR

rule mackets scross
Kanly Valloy
Yo 1 choed
™

s
day (1) PrOsost agalngt
v vt s i (o
raopen the 2590.k04 51
awrsdammu Natlonal High-
Way BVen ANuE (W wecks
ol closure due 10 heavy
Vavbigt a pilaliv
CEyy AN it lu--a

I Tromvever, Iule growers siy it

16 Lk w0108 f1

the Ve, LO00 10 2400 due 10 falhure
oy "

1 ariw

ket merons thie coun
¥ 1T Ve e

o Al BTWaye
and  Authority of Indin (NHEAD
anou ROl eI
Amuoath paxmipe for trucks
“ .

tence e running  thin.
Traks Jaen with apple
roduce Ay Totting

ot
AN
s lugater. Walng nave
stopped Bl e officiall
lave fasted to re-open the
iighwiy v 5 dayn
OF closure,” Fayax Dar, an
uppbe deatur in noth Kish
.
According to o »....n—
[y lw ot o wan a)
e b Pl from

A o
ADDM Furmvars Delermion,
R

Feonomy m m-v

Accordin to the

¢ ey e u the
e sedor, Wikl

AN Limubwrvan-Gurvm it Mo Nl i aigus atos v
" Vitoy 10 Mew Dl

l'lkl OISR prvd omphoys A5
M peple b tly

ll\dlnnl’v
T

ww felgii
A vIce 1n & hig step for 1
Wpple growss of the Union
I IEOTY G Eraport theke
produce to diffurent parc
" e ety This will
Jo i

e
-

el
whw 5 1w
Tinkague. ang oring i

MOVt I e Bives and
Ivelihoods e
W JAR Llstennm
Nor Munol Sha, an he
L o
Adainly
day.

Thie paaivwl el service
will b operational on all

o for delay In road work

dayn anl 1a aultable for all
Tha

India gets licence to
scour Indian Ocean
for precious metals

Lok Moy
A

Hsctin Hina agipedd oy ixple
o the 11

e ot
T tonil wadght <o
W aronw LU
e [l

M paieel i
dequinte to ot
S farmers,

Casaw Iy " 0
e S fairiiine Dt
Wiy, Ky 0 feviy seneniiale
0t the Valley and w
Ui, e i Tacesd sovera
LIV (rom Oppmiton
parties Iy K over tha

T wommen
Wi e l o TR
i

i b ax un-y CAnBOL han
b e, than Lot them hand it
over G e Wee have el

oy Witk sinadr my o
RACTMIOn,  We Woul!
Have All-..l Workad GurA
soluekon,” the Chief Min
e e
llu nmod nml heo had

L Uniot. Minivjer
Tae

iy G Iy
Svaning ‘and & m- wan
cooie il b
LKA It Inone 24 AU

trmational Seabiod Autlhor
Ty (IRAD Tor basabe Tw a cliass
ol preckiua mwcals In the

€ tilan Ocvan.
Thin s the fst Hosnos
runted ghobally for explor
ing poymetalic._aulphur
nodules in
N-vllluuu
htry of
Atmiion, okl The

Hivitsy
The -ummwm vmh l'w
Jarnatcn - Dane
danwd in mlhl on Muuuu\:

. uul
1 tve dloops mmul A0 NARL
o b rich 1

Indbiun

lllll Tiww In the
et ally i the
o wm-l

roturai) T 1h:
i und AR Tectonk
wxtending v
near odripses 1ala d

AN o
o 1 arada

Al AWy BT ANy COMNIT
et o 1o Tl et of thed:
LOFHIGTHA, GO RN TR

obuin parmlston  from
Haw ENA, O g P,
rhon hive such explor
s

Indin 1o hisd !lil\llml Ill
Janury 2004 r
Wi 1
of the Indiar uumu “While

e Na—
n Bown grant -
the At vmkum

cond
i SAPE) mount - 14 yw1 10
b approved” The A ; "
>t it l
eciygerliyeinl -+

Ly .un.ml lly
nel A..nn. TOF eXploration
Aahtx, Wiilo cotmtrss can
O Al

clatm up 10
miles (n

m«m i the Bay of Bangal
Loy In Hheirys l'lam L b
ROU i
tha United. Natloms. Con
VOGN O e Laws of the
Son (UNCLOS).,

iler oxplormtion
rviniady, lwtin hst
Uaiadt by o
B fronm e A
Comnitral Tnallan ¢
L The AN Wi ¥
March 2002 and s Wit to
PAPI 0N BARCN 24, BOR7
Hitoy T exter T
vl wa iyl
e wuakphybeben fn the It
um..m 11 wika wigth
20, JO0,
w1lh \vnlldnv VIII Soprarmber

Avruss
Lt ehant 1o, Theaws. mps wrd st (9)
® Tares b wart Wi e by 4

10 O latant sncl take Franch wirve) (2.1,6)
AR A cume of mgulation in cods powiblyt (%
13 Wl gl (e e, werls {0

THEREs BWEIRE + 14590 4
(At Wy Crnsnminy

Tor b bl |

YA (10 O3 ¢
T A s

I i
el e
Mok rTn

Aapoanion of e B nilally pabd, b Al
ol

[§
Lt menh's wmq Al LM for anmimale? (1)
Nack lnu u Ll

i I ibmral sl (W)
oe mm‘lﬂ Iroanirly wne .h wot u.«- Tirws

e
(4330
Fraaent Judys pichd 1 (4]

| nlmy T Virry likly (9)

-hnl » umwd wll'v Wt cu
- el saptiva

W rod-handed (4,2,0)
o (6,21

0

Benounea snm |amming Demoermic hrosd
Wonser MUt Rokiel s 10 o ARRK (2
Eimty hess o atebus abbonsinn (5,3)

Twin muedar in State Duparmunt (6}
MUEAE L b w0y (OANIN ¢
In the background |
Muncat prasages rofleching

"

o i AL b ()
sk hvering # Wkory chachet

I8 Sowieh sennednl (merlying Mask? (8)
DIt bkee) (6)
7 smeny et
B3 Purthenos land taker o)
Velinn (61

Wi b Lk ot (6]
N praposed Greak Cyprot

3
3

FAI'TIR
-

The eternal Ramayana

Ay v A ulm ho g
Crore vwiwes,
ernes o

VaEIk wis bk & o
g nllo ke Lk, 15wl
1 wxpuand upan u.- I

Hamavin Vajug
Iy, Valmiki n.-m-m wnid do

vy
NRTEE
PRI
1313 a'v‘-lg
glyiBiel2ls
98 8%3 1
40/t 9}9
2olalnaln

P

Ilessect him. --nmmm-«
Tl I s vl
.«u- ml-l v-lmm hat b

{ ankahepa Ramayurum, and
el Fhae sl

o knew nothing sbout it However, rahma
e

Ve was tecited In s handred
o Wrvtis i Dasenebrued
areated It o
Nayala to

A
lal wrew within I

diaconiram tuat, (nisal
shwedd i sty v wriee thic

el aqepsonr Defis
Wil wifia dlessaly. Il
d ot oy

comnpaed Valind
weroms the Vi ses of the Baimayina, wh

muy Logun well:

iver Gio

10 X et nl|||| Al
i e wrw Bimisell

i b
el Lavi, who gave i .l\Ml Joy. Volivikd bronght

Tive Chlbalivas e R’

Marna Watoned and wus

3
AT e,

Tkl br wnile W By i

Th 1

"y
[

K and L recitacl the Ramayunia there for 32 days
o

ne h
¥iiom ekt n.-muu.-n-mmu Wty B
D Loy g, Dy
i v ivmibliness

muk, or from one Tamil

ity Wi

ana




India gets licence to
scour Indian Ocean
for precious metals

COPENHAGEN

India has bagged an explo-
ration contract from the In-
ternational Seabed Author-
ity (ISA) to look for a class
of precious metals in the
northwest Indian Ocean.

This is the first licence
granted globally for explor-
ing polymetallic sulphur
nodules in the Carlsberg
Ridge, M. Ravichandran,
Secretary, Ministry of
Earth Sciences, told The
Hindu.

The agreement with the
Jamaica-based ISA was
signed in Delhi on Monday,
he added.

These nodules are con-
centrations of rock found
in the deep ocean and said
to be rich in manganese,
cobalt, nickel, and copper.

The Carlsberg Ridge is a
3,00,000-sq.km  stretch
that lies in the Indian
Ocean, specifically in the
Arabian Sea and northwest
Indian Ocean. It forms the
boundary between the In-
dian and Arabian tectonic
plates, extending from
near Rodrigues Island to
the Owen fracture zone.

For exploration in areas
part of the ‘'high seas’ or
part of the ocean that is so
far away from any country,
that it is not part of their
territories, countries must

obtain permission from
the ISA. Currently, 19 coun-
tries have such exploration
rights.

India too had applied in
January 2024 for explora-
tion rights in two regions
of the Indian Ocean. While
one in the Carisberg Ridge
has been granted, the se-
cond - the Afanasy-Nikitin
Sea (ANS) mount - is yet to
be approved. The ANS is
located in the Central In-

dian Ocean, and the terri- T

tory has been claimed by
Sri Lanka for exploration
rights. While countries can
claim up to 350 nautical
miles from their coasts as
their ‘continental shelf’,
those in the Bay of Bengal
can, in theory, claim up to
500 nautical miles as per
the United Nations Con-
vention on the Laws of the
Sea (UNCLOS).

Earlier exploration
Previously, India had ob-
tained such exploratory
rights from the ISA in the
Central Indian Ocean Ba-
sin. The first was signed in
March 2002 and is set to
expire on March 24, 2027,
after two extensions. The
second was for polymetal-
lic sulphides in the Indian
Ocean Ridge. It was signed
on September 26, 2016,
with validity till September
2031




» India received an exploration contract from the International Seabed Authority (ISA) to search for
polymetallic sulphide nodules in the Carlsberg Ridge (NW Indian Ocean).

» First global licence for this region.

» Metals: manganese, cobalt, nickel, copper.

e |ISA HQ: Jamaica (established under UNCLOS).

2. Key Details

» Carlsherg Ridge:
« 3,00,000 sqg. km stretch in NW Indian Ocean.
« Lies between Indian & Arabian tectonic plates, extending from Rodrigues Island to Owen
Fracture Zone.
» Legal framework:
« High seas exploration allowed only with ISA approval.
« Currently 19 countries have such rights.
» India’'s earlier licences:
» 2002 - Central Indian Ocean Basin (till 2027).
« 2016 - Indian Ocean Ridge for polymetallic sulphides (till 2031).
» India’'s second application (2024): Afanasy-Nikitin Seamount (ANS), Central Indian Ocean (pending

approval, Sri Lanka also claimed).
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Exploration areas for minerals in the
international seabed area*

Contracts with the ISA for exploration

Clarion-
D pert 0/

Number of active contracts
B Polymetallic nodules (PMN): 19 B Polymetallic sulphides (PMS): 7

B Cobalt-rich ferromanganese crusts (CFC): 4

*The part under ISA jurisdiction is defined as “the seabed and ocean floor
and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.”

Source: International Seabed Authority (ISA) BB



Background/History

India’s Deep Ocean
Mission (2021) —
4077 crore project
to harness seabed
resources.

Polymetallic
nodules: Rock-like
deposits rich in
strategic minerals.

ISA created under
United Nations
Convention on the
Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), 1982.
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Field and fraternity

Sport is political, but it must not be
the stage for a theatre of conflict

ports, like war, can be a continuation of

politics by other means, but it always

makes sense to question all the forms and
avatars of politics. The India-Pakistan Asia Cup
match on September 14 was preceded by de-
mands that it be suspended, Shiv Sena (UBT)
leader Uddhav Thackeray called it an “Insult to
national sentiment” while the AIMIM’s Asadud-
din Owaisi argued that commerclal gain had been
valued over the lives lost in Pahalgam, Petitioners
had also asked the Supreme Court to cancel the
game, Yet, India captain Suryakumar Yadav had
decided that his team would not shake hands
with its Pakistani counterpart, calling it an “align-
ment” with government policy. It is striking that
Mr. Thackeray and Mr. Owaisi, from different
ends of the political spectrum, echoed the BJP-
led government’s policy of disengagement from
Pakistan, revealing how this debate has been cir-
cumscribed by notions of national solidarity. But
the BCCI is also partly to blame for having long
operated outside the purview of sports gover-
nance law, sustained by networks that still link
administrators to ruling parties. Cricket has nev-
er been immune to politics: colonial India used it
to negotiate power with imperial rulers and inde-
pendent India and Pakistan invested their en-
counters with the weight of Partition. Yet, crick-
et, especially in the 1970 and 2000s, opened
spaces for contact, with the field allowing a rival-
1y that was sporting rather than military.

Today, this tradition is being eroded by the col-
lective transformation of cricket into another
theatre of conflict. Sportspersons are not soldiers
and their gestures matter because they dramatise
courtesy confuses solidarity with victims of terro-
rism with the repudiation of fellow athletes. The
Asia Cup game showed how far Indian cricket has
moved from the position that sport affirms the
fraternity of ordinary life, with its rituals of rival-
ry and joy rising in defiance of violence and
bloodshed. It Is bad enough that the ICC places
the India and the Pakistan teams in the same
group in multilateral tournaments, creating re-
petitive match-ups to go with the inordinate in-
fluence the BCCI exerts on these events. Rather
than compound these artificialities, Suryakumar
and team should adopt the more responsible
course and restore hand-shaking for the rest of
the tournament, Sport is political, but it does not
have to be war minus the shooting, International
contests might mimic warfare, but the whole
point of sport is lost if sportspersons behave as
proxies of political leaders seeking to inflame
passions to polarise people.

™ Evl |




1. News in Brief
« Debate over India-Pakistan Asia Cup match (Sep 14, 2025).
» Political leaders (Uddhav Thackeray, Asaduddin Owaisi) opposed the game citing “national
sentiment” & terror attacks.
« Indian captain Suryakumar Yadav announced refusal to shake hands with Pakistani players, citing

govt. alignment.

2. Key Issues Raised

» Politicisation of sports:

» Sports events increasingly seen as extension of national policy.

» Cricket used historically for political signaling.
* Role of BCCI:

» Long functioned outside strict governance law.

» Heavy influence on ICC scheduling = repeated Indo-Pak matches in tournaments.
« Symbolism vs Fellowship:

» Players' gestures (handshakes, camaraderie) reflect fraternity.

» Withdrawing such gestures confuses solidarity with militarism.



3. Background/History
» India-Pakistan cricket rivalry: Rooted in Partition legacy.
* 1970s-2000s: Cricket acted as "bridge diplomacy” (e.g., Vajpayee's 2004 Indo-Pak series).
» Past boycotts: Sporting bans used as political tools (e.g., South Africa apartheid era, Cold War

Olympics).

4. Polity & IR Angle

» Soft power & diplomacy: Sports as tool of people-to-people ties.
» Government policy: India follows disengagement stance post-Pulwama & border tensions.

» Debate: Should sporting bodies follow govt. policy or remain autonomous?

5. Society & Ethics Angle

» Fraternity (Preamble of Indian Constitution): Sport seen as a unifier.
» Moral dilemma: Balancing solidarity with terror victims vs preserving cultural/sporting exchange.

» Civil society role: Cricket matches have mass emotional impact, risk of political exploitation.
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Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed foods
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Rising obesity, children’s exposure to ultra-processed foods

Data show greater availability and widespread promotion of unhealthy foods and beverages

I DATA POINT I

The Data Team

recent  UNICEF  report,
‘Feeding Profit: How Food
Environments Are Failing
Children’, estimates that one In
five children and adolescents bet-
ween 5 and 19 years are ‘[iving with
overweight'. It highlights that chil-
dren and adolescents are increas-
Ingly being exposed to “unheaithy
food environments™ through ad-
vertisements and food service fa-
cilities, and even lack adequate Je-
gal protections against such
environments.

Children between 5 and 9 years
and 10 to 14 years make up the
highest shares of children who are
“living with overweight' (Chart 2).

The report explores how the re-
tail environment shapes what
foods children are exposed to. UN-
1CEF found a rise in the density of
‘chain’ outlets, which include con-
venience stores, supermarkets and
hypermarkets with more than 10
outlets (Chart 3).

According to the report, chain
outlets influence food access and
diets by facilitating the widespread

ilability and promotion of un-
healthy foods and beverages.

But children's exposure to these
foods does not stem from chain
outlets alone, UNICEF's U-Report
poll in 2023, which explored both
the availability and marketing of
foods In secondary schools across
eight South Asian countries,
showed that unhealthy foods and
beverages were more commonly
available in schools than fresh
fruits or vegetables (Chart 4a).

The report emphasised that
mandatory national legal mea-
sures and policies are vital to creat-
Ing healthy food environments.
Data show that only 18% of the 202
countries analysed had mandatory
nutrition  standards for school
meals, and only 19% have national
taxes for both unhealthy foods and
sugar-sweetened beverages (Chart
5).

LA JEEE—

Unhealthy diets

Charts were sourced from United Nations Cheldren's Fund
{UNKCEF)'s “Feeding Profit, How food environments are
failing childron”, publisbed in Soptember 2025. For Chart

5, the data were examined for 202 countries and far & set

of 10 legal measures and policies spanning breastfeeding
and first foods, school food environments, marketing to
children, food reformulation, food labelling, food subsidies
and taxation. *Code refers to the Internationol Code of
Marketing of Breast-miltk Substi and subseq World
Health Assembly resolutions.

Chart 1: The number (in millian) of children and
adodescents living with overweight by age group

Chart 2: Percentage of children and adolescents
with overweight, by age group, globally (in %)
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Chart 5: Share of countries with mandatory measures
to protect children from unhealthy food environments
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Nepal PM expands Cabinet
with three new Ministers,
orders probe into violence
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‘India is keen to preserve its ties with U.S., but not at any cost’
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LOS ANGELES

Adolescence and The Studio win
big at television’s Emmy Awards

AFP

Teen murder saga Adolescence was the big winner at the Emmy
Awards, claiming eight prizes including best limited series, while
The Pitt prevailed in a tight race for best drama at television’s
equivalent of the Oscars. Seth Rogen’s The Studio dominated
comedy categories with 13 Emmys — a record for comedies. AFP



17th EMMY AWARDS: THE BIG WINNERS

BESTACTOR,
DRAMA

BESTDRAMA
The Pitt (HBO Max)

BEST ACTOR,
COMEDY
Seth Rogen,
The Studio

BEST COMEDY
The Studio (Apple TV+)

BEST ACTRESS, BEST SUPPORTING
DRAMA ACTOR, LIMITED
Britt Lower, SERIES

Severance Owen Cooper,

Adolescence

%}

!

BEST LIMITED SERIES
Adolescence (Netflix)

epaper.indianexpressicom Il




DALWALA GLOBAL

WITHUS-CHINA DEALONTIKTOK,
RECALLING THE APP SJUURNEY

UNITED STATES Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent on Monday announced a frame-
work deal for the ownership of the social
media app TikTok, after trade talks with
Chinese officials in Spain, It follows re-
peated official extensions, which were
aimed at preventing a ban on the
Chinese-origin app in the US.

Bessent said that US President Donald
Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping
would speak on Friday to finalise the deal,

How did TikTok arrive in the US?

ﬁk’rokmfmmnyhmmhzms
by the Chinese company ByteDance as
challenger to the wildly popular
Musical ly, also a Chinese company.
TikTok and its Chinese counterpart,
Douyin, replicated Musical ly’s short
video format, where users lip-synced to
audios and songs.

ByteDance acquired Musically in2017
and later merged it with TikTok. The app
subsequently gained global popularity, a
rare feat for a Chinese tech company. One
key factor was its algorithm, which accu-
rately predicted user interests based on the
topics they engaged with.

Who owns TikTok?

Concerns have long been raised by US
officials about user privacy and data, with
several media reports claiming that
TikTok censored information critical of
the Chinese

Its ownership has been contentious,
TikTok’s Singaporean CEO, Shou Zi Chew,
told a congressional hearing in 2023 that
the app was not available in China (anly
Douyin was ) and that TikTok was head-
quartered in Los Angeles and Singapore,

Buta ONN reportsaid the app isowned
by California-based TikTok LLC, which in
turn is controlled by Shanghai-based
TikTok Lrd. TikTok Ltd s ulimately owned
by ByteDance Led, also based in Beijing.

Also of concern is China’s unigue po-
litical structure, where the state exercises
significant power over private entities,
ByteDance might potentially have to

TikTok was launched in 2016. 1he NvT

hand over user information if the state
demanded it.

In 2022, TikTok claimed that it mi-
grated its user data toUS servers managed
by the US tech firm Oracle, but officials
continued to exercise caution.

What has happened under Trump?

At the end of his first presidential term
(2017-21), Trump was critical of TikTok,
claiming it mishandled the Covid pan-
demic and spread conspiracy theories. He
banned American companies from enter-
ing into any “transaction” with
and its subsidiaries. He later ordered
ByteDance to divest from TikTok's US op-
erations wathin 90 days. TikTok then sued
the Trump administration for allegedly vi-
olating due process inits executive orders.

There was further bipartisan scrutiny
of the app in Joe Biden's (2021-25) pres-
idential term, with a Bill to transfer
TikTok's ownership to a US company
clearing congressional approval and get-
ting Biden's assent in 2024,

After his re-election, Trump ap-
proached the US Supreme Court to pause
the TikTok ban until a “political resolu-
tion" could be reached. The court upheld
this banin fJanuary 2025, leading to a tem-
porary blackout of the app in the US.

Following his inauguration in January,
Trump issued an executive order to de-
lay the ban and eventually gave the app
several extensions, The last deadline was
September 17,  ENSWITHAPINPUTS




1. Recent Development
» US Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent announced a framework deal on TikTok's ownership after trade
talks with China in Spain.
« Aim: Prevent ban on TikTok in the US.
» US President Donald Trump & Chinese President Xi Jinping to finalize soon.

2. TikTok's Entry into the US
» Launched in 2016 by ByteDance (China) as competitor to Musical.ly.
» ByteDance acquired Musical.ly in 2017 and merged it with TikTok = boosted global popularity.

» TikTok's algorithm-driven personalized content led to its explosive success.

3. Ownership & Privacy Concerns

» TikTok's ownership has been contentious:
» Headquartered in Los Angeles & Singapore.
« Controlled by Shanghai-based ByteDance Ltd. (Beijing HQ).
» US concerns: Chinese state influence over private entities = possible forced data handover.

» 2022: TikTok claimed user data migrated to US servers (Oracle), but scrutiny continues.



4. Trump Era Issues (2017-21)

e Trump accused TikTok of:
* Mishandling COVID-19 info.
» Spreading conspiracy theories.
» Actions taken:
 Banned US companies from transactions with ByteDance.
* Ordered divestment of TikTok US operations within 90 days.

» TikTok sued US Govt. for alleged violation of due process.

5. Biden Administration (2021-24)

e Bipartisan scrutiny continued.
e 2023 Bill proposed forcing TikTok US ownership transfer.
» Biden approved it in 2024.



Current Status (2025)

Trump (after re-election) approached US Supreme Court to pause the ban until
a "political resolution."

Court upheld temporary blackout till Jan 2025.

Trump later issued executive order delaying ban, allowing negotiations -
deadline Sept 17, 2025.




A. Geopolitical Angle

« US-China tensions in technology & data governance.
» TikTok as symbol of digital sovereignty & cyber security concerns.
« Similar debates: Huawei (5G), WeChat.

B. Economic Angle

» TikTok valued at $200+ billion, huge role in global creator economy.

« US wants domestic control over a platform with ~170M American users.

C. Polity & Governance

« US Executive Orders - role of Presidential powers vs. Judiciary checks.

» Reflects data protection vs. free speech debates.

D. India’'s Angle
» TikTok banned in India in June 2020 under Section 69A of IT Act, citing national security.

» Case study in cyber sovereignty & Atmanirbhar Bharat app ecosystem (rise of Chingari, Moj, Josh).



Australia Approves First Vaccine to save Koalas from Chlamydia



» Australia has approved the first vaccine to protect its shrinking koala population against
chlamydia.

* About
* The vaccine was found to have decreased mortality by at least 65%.

* Chlamydia: It is a sexually transmitted infection caused by the bacterium Chlamydia
pecorum that can cause infertility and blindness. In koalas, chlamydia is a threat to survival
and a key conservation issue.

* Itis also found in humans caused by Chlamydia trachomatis, in humans, chlamydia
is @ major sexually transmitted infection (STI) but treatable.



About Koala

The koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) is a tree-dwelling marsupial
native to Australia.

e Often mistakenly called the “koala bear,” it is not a bear but a marsupial (a2 mammal that
carries its young in a pouch).

Physical Characteristics: Thick, soft, grey or brown with lighter underside —

provides insulation.

e Large and black, with a strong sense of smell (helps detect eucalyptus leaves)






* Habitat & Distribution: Found mainly in eastern and southeastern Australia
(Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia).

* Diet: Herbivores — almost entirely eat eucalyptus leaves.
* Behavior: Mostly nocturnal and sedentary.

* Threats: Along with habitat loss, climate change and bushfires, a major reason for koalas’
vulnerability is chlamydia.

* Since 2022, they have been listed as endangered in Queensland, New South Wales and
the Australian Capital Territory under Australia’s national environmental law.

 JUCN Status — Vulnerable.



Pink Tax



e As per International Finance Students Association’s (IFSA) research ‘The Gender Tax:
Assessing the Economic Toll on Women,” almost 67% of Indian individuals have never
heard of the Pink Tax.

* Pink Tax
* Pink tax is neither a real tax, nor is it a government-imposed fee.

* It’s just a pricing phenomenon wherein women pay more for buying a product
exclusively made for them or enjoying a service tailor-made for them.

* Pink toys, haircuts, drycleaning, razors, shampoos, body lotions, deodorants, facial
care, skincare items, beauty care, clothing, T-shirts, jeans, salon services etc. suffer
the tax.

* The term “Pink Tax” is believed to have originated in the U.S. in California in 1994.



Regulation in India

While there are no specific laws in India to address the issue of Pink Tax,

the National Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission ruled that companies
must follow fair pricing policies and avoid gender-based price discrimination.

In July 2018, the Union Government exempted sanitary napkins and tampons
from the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Prior to this rule, these hygiene
items were levied 12% GST.




Ways to Avoid Pink Tax

Choose gender-neutral products or men’s variants whenever possible.

Compare the quality and if the men’s variant is better, skip the pink packaging
or choose unisex products.

Instead of comparing prices of the entire package, check the price per unit.




Word of the day

Doughty:

brave and persistent

Synonyms: fearless, confident, determined

Usa g€: Our doughty colleague kept
working late.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/doughtypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dauti/




Thank you ©




