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Modi pitches reforms, reaches out to Gen Z

PM, addressing the nation on Independence Day,
promises Al skilling programmes, free coaching

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

ddressing the na-
A tion from the ram-
parts of Red Fort

on the 80th Independence
Day of India, just days after
massive youth protests
rocked the capital, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stressed a seven-point eco-
nomic reform plan and an
outreach to Gen Z youth,
promising Al skilling pro-
grammes and free online
coaching, in an attempt to
tackle post-globalisation
anxieties. He warned the
country about the threat of
“dimagi Naxals” - intellec-
tual or ideological Naxals —
in society, even after the
eradication of armed left-
wing extremism.

At the first Indepen-

dence Day that saw Vande
Mataram preceding the Na-
tional Anthem, the Prime
Minister directly addressed
challenges facing the
youth, from employment
worries to the incursion of
Artificial Intelligence in
everyday life. More than
one crore youth will be
provided Al skills in a “mis-
sion mode” drive over the
coming year, Mr. Modi
said. India’s digital public
infrastructure will be used
to provide free online
coaching to students wish-
ing to take various compet-
itive exams, and there will
be a nationwide sports ta-
lent hunt among children
between five and 15 years
of age ahead of the 2036
Olympic Games, he added.

This acknowledgement
of Gen Z anxieties that

ﬂ). g

;teuhlng ou.t: PM Narendra Modi rﬁéets schoolchildren during the

He warns that ‘intellectual Naxals’ are trying
to revive violence and calls for their isolation

' Y P

Independence Day celebrations at the Red Fort. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

spilled over into the recent
Jantar Mantar protests
was, however, spiked by a
warning about “intellec-
tual Naxals”, who, Mr. Mo-
di said, should be isolated.
“We have succeeded in
eliminating armed Naxa-
lites from the forests and

freeing the country, but
these dimagi Naxalites are
waiting for opportunities,”
he said.

He announced a full res-
tructuring of civil defence
infrastructure. “The na-
ture of warfare is changing.
There is no guarantee that

CJI expresses
confidence in

young lawyers

NEW DELHI

Making his Independence Day
address at the Supreme Court
on Saturday, Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant highlighted
the "remarkable resilience” of
youth and said that the “Bar
and Bench remain committed
to the growth” of young law
graduates. » PAGE 3

BJP seeks Cong’s

apology in row
on National Song

NEW DELHI

The rendition of the full six
stanzas of Vande Mataram at
the Congress’s headquarters
has triggered a controversy
with the BJP seeking an
apology from the Opposition
party after accusing its leader
Sonia Gandhi of trying to stop
the song. » PAGE 4

wars will now be fought
only along the borders,” he
said. “Attacks can target a
refinery, the banking sec-
tor, or a data centre. Infras-
tructure can be destroyed
and factories can be target-
ed. We had announced
Mission Sudarshan Chakra,

[a multi-layered defence in-
frastructure system, with
Al and cybersecurity com-
ponents] last year, and
work on it is going on ra-
pidly,” he added.

A large part of his
speech was devoted to
what he termed ‘Saptadha-

Modi announces a civil defence overhaul to
protect critical infrastructure from threats

ra’ or the seven economic
streams where his govern-
ment was committed to re-
forms for growth. This in-
cludes manufacturing
power with emphasis on
quality; agriculture and
food processing; technolo-
gy and innovation as evi-
denced by the opening of
the private sector for space
exploration, and opera-
tionalisation of seven or
eight semiconductor
plants in the next year or
two; the PM GatiShakti
plan for multi-modal con-
nectivity; enhanced dom-
estic capabilities in arma-
ment production; a green
and blue economy; and the
projection of India’s soft
power.

MORE REPORTS
» PAGE 2



PROMISES

3 6

Five-eight more 100 GW Lakhpati Didi
semiconductor nuclear power  target to double to
plants capacity by2047 60 million
Al training for Free online Talent hunt to
10 million coaching for identify promising
youth competitive exams sportspersons

Sapta Dhara framework

Manufacturing: Enable value chain for small components
and large products, from design to manufacturing

Defence: Emerge as
global supplier of next-
gen defence tech like
drones, hypersonic tech

Agri & food processing:
Farmer access to global
markets aided by FTAs,
with cuisine, millets, etc

Green & blue economy:
Global scale in renewable
energy, green hydrogen;
fisheries, ocean tech

Tech & innovation:
Create hub for
emerging tech such as
Al, quantum tech, space

Gati Shakti: High-speed
inter-city connectivity

via high speed ralil; ports
to be engines of growth

Soft power: Tap yoga,
ayurveda, handicrafts,
culture, films, digital
content, tourism




Announcement

Al skilling programme

Free online coaching

National sports talent hunt

Direct Gen Z engagement

Details given in the article

More than one crore young people
are to receive Al skills in “mission
mode” over one year

Digital public infrastructure will be
used to provide free coaching for
competitive examinations

Children between 5 and 15 years
will be identified nationwide

The PM acknowledged concerns
related to employment and Al

Objective

Prepare youth for an Al-driven
employment market

Improve access for students who
cannot afford private coaching

Build a long-term pool of athletes
before the 2036 Olympic Games

Address economic anxiety
among younger citizens




Independence Day vision

e

Economic reforms Youth development National security

|

Manufacturing,
infrastructure and
technology

Al skills, free coaching and Civil defence, Al and
sports cybersecurity

The underlying message is that India must simultaneously:

* Create employment for its young population.

» Prepare citizens for Al-led economic change.

* |Improve manufacturing and infrastructure.

* Develop strategic technologies such as semiconductors.

» Protect economic assets from conventional and cyber threats.

» Strengthen defence production and reduce external dependence.
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Bangladesh sets ‘terms’ for India visit by PM
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by the PM, says Hasina's presa mest “vitlated' tlos
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Bangladesh sets ‘terms’ for India visit by PM

It seeks ‘propitious environment’ before any visit l
by the PM, says Hasina’s press meet ‘vitiated’ ties

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

he Bangladesh Mi-

nistry of Foreign

Affairs said on Sun-
day that officials from New
Delhi and Dhaka have been
in talks for “several weeks"”
for a possible visit to India
by Prime Minister Tarique
Rahman. It also said that
the atmosphere of bilateral
relations has been “vitiat-
ed” by deposed Prime Mi-
nister Sheikh Hasina's Au-
gust 5 press conference at
the Foreign Correspon-
dents Club here.

Urging India to “extra-
dite” Ms. Hasina and the
suspected killers of radical
student leader Osman Ha-
di, the Bangladeshi Minis-
try’s official spokesperson,
A.K.M. Shahidul Karim,
said that “a propitious en-
vironment” is required for
Mr. Rahman’s visit.

The official spokesper-

son of India’s External Af-
fairs Ministry, Randhir Jais-
wal, had reiterated last
Friday that New Delhi had
extended two invites to Mr.
Rahman - one for the up-
coming BRICS Summit to
be held here and the other
an invite for a bilateral vi-
sit.

The latter was extended
on February 17, when Mr.
Rahman was sworn in after
winning the general
election,

“We are of the view that
a propitious environment
needs to be created for the
visit. To this end, we have
requested the Indian auth-
orities to expeditiously act
on our request to extradite
Sheikh Hasina and other
fugitive criminals, and to
hand over to Bangladesh
the accused killers of Sha-
heed Sharif Osman Hadi in
compliance with our bilat-
eral extradition treaty,”
said Mr. Karim in a state-

ment, adding, “We are
awaiting their response.”

‘Positive movements’

Diplomatic sources had
earlier indicated that bilat-
eral talks had been on the
right track after India dis-

and suspected killers of radical student leader

y ';LE“L | (i

BT

Diplomatic outreach: Indian envoy Dinesh Trivedi calls on Bangladesh Prime Minister Tarique Rahman
in Dhaka on August 10 after deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's press conference in New Delhi. #1i

tanced itself from Ms. Hasi-
na's press conference in
which she had targeted Mr.
Rahman's government.
Subsequently, Indian
High Commissioner to
Dhaka, Dinesh Trivedi,
called on Mr. Rahman on

August 10. In view of these
exchanges, sources in Dha-
ka had indicated that “pos-
itive movements” had
started and that the win-
dow for a big ticket visit
from Dhaka was gradually

opening.

The Bangladeshi spokes-
person confirmed the con-
sultation and said, “Offi-
cials of Bangladesh and
India have been in touch
with each other for several
weeks on the possibility of
a bilateral visit by Honoura-
ble Prime Minister Mr. Ta-
rique Rahman to India. Ho-
wever, this process was
vitiated by the open press
interaction in New Delhi on
August 5 by Sheikh
Hasina...".

Earlier, on August 7, Mr.
Jaiswal had distanced India
from Ms. Hasina’s press
conference saying that In-
dia does not “endorse” the
comments made against
the “duly constituted go-
vernment” of Bangladesh.

In Sunday's remarks,
Mr. Karim reiterated Dha-
ka’s “Bangladesh first” fo-
reign policy and said the
government will continue
to “promote friendly bilat-
eral relations with other

Bangladesh urges India to ‘extradite’ former PM Sources earlier indicated that talks had been on
track after India had distanced itself from Hasina

countries” including with
neighbours, “on the basis
of sovereign equality, na-
tional dignity, non-interfe-
rence in each other’s inter-
nal affairs and mutual
benefit”.

Ms. Hasina sought re-
fuge in India on August 5,
2024, after a popular upris-
ing toppled her govern-
ment.

Hadi, a radical student
leader who was part of the
protests and subsequently
planned to contest elec-
tions, was shot in Dhaka by
unknown assailants in De-
cember 2025, He passed
away in Singapore while
undergoing treatment on
December 18, 2025, lead-
ing to widespread violence
in Bangladesh. Dhaka has
been maintaining that the
suspected shooters in-
volved in the incident es-
caped to India, but New
Delhi has not said anything
definitive in response.




What is the central issue?

Bangladesh Prime Minister Tarique Rahman’s proposed visit to India has not been

cancelled, but Dhaka says India must first help create a “propitious” or favourable
diplomatic environment.

The immediate causes of tension are:

e Former Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s presence in India.

e Bangladesh’s demand for her extradition.

e Hasina’s August 5 press interaction in New Delhi, in which she criticised Bangladesh’s present government.
e Bangladesh’s demand that India hand over suspects in the killing of student leader Osman Hadi.

e Dhaka’s concern that political activities conducted by Hasina from Indian territory amount to interference in
Bangladesh’s internal affairs.



Issue

Tarique Rahman’s India visit

Sheikh Hasina’s presence

Hasina’s press conference

Killing of Osman Hadi

Bilateral relationship

Future direction

Bangladesh’s position

A favourable political and diplomatic

environment must be created first

India should extradite her to Bangladesh

It damaged bilateral relations and
targeted Bangladesh’s elected
government

Suspected attackers allegedly escaped to
India and must be handed over

Dhaka wants relations based on equality,
dignity and non-interference

“Bangladesh First” foreign policy

India’s position

India has invited Rahman and continues
diplomatic consultations

India has acknowledged the request and
says it is being examined through
applicable legal procedures

India says it did not organise or endorse
Hasina’s statements

No definitive public response was
reported in the article

India is attempting to preserve
constructive government-to-government
relations

Strategic engagement while avoiding
identification with Hasina’s political
campaign



Expected action

Restrain political activity by Hasina

Act on the extradition request

Cooperate over Osman Hadi’s alleged killers

Respect non-interference

Engage with the elected government

Maintain sovereign equality

Meaning

Bangladesh does not want Indian territory used for
speeches challenging its government

Dhaka wants India to begin or expedite the legal
process for returning Hasina

Bangladesh wants suspects believed to be in India
arrested and handed over

India should avoid appearing to influence
Bangladesh’s internal politics

India should deal directly with Rahman’s government
rather than remain politically associated with Hasina

Dhaka wants the relationship to be seen as one
between equal sovereign states



7. Bangladesh’s “Bangladesh First” foreign policy

Bangladesh says it will promote relations based on:
e Sovereign equality.
e National dignity.
* Non-interference.
¢ Mutual benefit.
« Friendly relations with all countries.

This resembles the “national interest first” approach adopted by many governments.

Practical meaning

Bangladesh is signalling that:

e [t does not want to depend excessively on India.

o |t will diversify relations with China, Pakistan, the US, the Gulf and other partners.

» Cooperation with India will continue, but Dhaka expects greater sensitivity towards domestic
Bangladeshi politics.

» |ts relationship with India should not be determined by India’s historic ties with the Awami League.



8. Why Bangladesh is strategically important to India
Area Importance to India @)

Northeast connectivity Transit through Bangladesh can significantly reduce travel time and
logistics costs

Border security India and Bangladesh share a border of more than 4,000 km

Counterterrorism Cooperation helps prevent insurgent and extremist groups from using
cross-border territory

Trade Bangladesh is one of India’s most important trading partners in South
Asia

Bay of Bengal Bangladesh is strategically located near important maritime routes

Energy The countries cooperate in electricity, pipelines and cross-border

energy trade
Water sharing They share 54 transboundary rivers

China factor India is concerned about increasing Chinese strategic and
infrastructure influence

Regional organisations Bangladesh is important for BIMSTEC, BBIN and India’s
Neighbourhood First policy

Because of these interests, India is unlikely to allow the Hasina issue to permanently destroy relations with
Bangladesh's current government.



10. Options available to India

Option

Immediately extradite

Hasina

Reject extradition

Continue legal examination

Restrict Hasina's political

activity

Seek assurances before

extradition

Separate the visit from

extradition

Advantage

Could rapidly improve relations with

Rahman’s government

Protects Hasina and India’s former

strategic partner

Provides time and preserves

procedural legitimacy

Could reduce immediate diplomatic

tensions

Addresses concerns over fair trial and

punishment

Allows cooperation on trade and

security to continue

Risk @)

Legal, humanitarian and political

conseguences

Could seriously damage ties with Dhaka

Bangladesh may interpret delay as

protection of Hasina

May raise questions about her rights and

status in India

Negotiations could become prolonged

Dhaka may refuse unless the political

atmosphere improves

The most likely approach is a middle path: India continues examining the extradition request, distances

itself from Hasina's statements, limits political embarrassment to Dhaka and proceeds with engagement

with Rahman.
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The federal dilemma of delimitation

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan B.

The story so far:
he Tamil Nadu Leglslative
Assembly has passed &
resolution urging the Centre to
permanen!
number of Lok Sabha seats at the existing
number of 543 and maintain the present
State-wise distribution of dmmsemu
also advocated the preservatiol
cwrenlrzloulz.zlbemunwksabh
mdkajynsdﬂnsez& luot@mhe

dmfarmmmmsﬂmﬁmm
the 2029 election cnwards, without
linking it to any future census or
delimitation.

Defining delimitation
Delimitation means the process of fixing
the number of seats and boundarbes of
the territorial constituencies in each State
for the Lok Sabha and Legislative
Asmnblles.h"llbls'nalmmmnpmc&'h

that is set up under an act of Parliament.
The last time when the mumber of seats
were determined was on the basis of 1971

Representatlon imbalance

of teats based

cunent papu

I put smadier and less pogulous States at a disacvantags

oenms popuhuon.
* means “rule or Table 1: Value of vote of each citizen based on Table 2: o C

gmuumnubymepeopk 1t follows that population as of 2026 :mm«nwm

the government is elected by a majority Vaishnav and
with the broad principle of ‘one for the Camegie endomment]
citizen-one vote-ane value', Article 81(2) Lo
of the Constitution provides that the ratio - e T
between the number of seats and Uttar Prodesh 8 5.7 321 056
population of a State, shall as far as Y ® 5 Y 3
practicable be same for allthe Sates. The |~ = = = = Ut Proak
number of seats in the Lok Sabla based S - - -
on 1971 census was fixed at 543, when the Madhyn L4 91 bl st Rajasthan
population was 54.8 crores. This broad)y Trodel v Pradesh
transsted to an dation of 10.1 Tamit Nadu » 78 2 a3 A
lakhs per constituency. However, it has Andten Pradesh
b&nfm&naspa 1971 census bn order to *Telangana 2 22 s o m“’“’”

n control measures Ferala 20 36 18 i el o T T F7
soﬂmsmeswﬂhmyxspopmaum ] - -
growth do not end up having higher :::‘;m :: ?: ::; :2 Kook n 41 Lrsl) AL
tumber of seats. This was done through - - - Bunab 13 " 1ah 21%
'11:&2“:‘ Nwm li‘“h:h;‘w;ﬂ e s i > " madhl Pradesh | & 1 [ 0%
oot st mz&b%hls ahber Mtaakdind 5 12 24 s Utturuahand Y 7 oun 0%
will have ot d based on the . Lond States’ values derived oo this base Tosai .. L
first census after 2026 which would be the
NeXE census in 2027. In 2023, through the
106th Constitutional Amendiment, the that have been better at controlling the However, such an iiscrease has is share | borne in mind.

Parliament had provided for one-third population losing out on thelr political of challenges. Firstly, the current strength

reservation of seats for women In the Lok | signiicance. of Rajya Sabha &s 245 that results in a ratio | Harmondous reconcilliation

Sabha and Legislative Assemblies. This af 2.2:1 between the total strength of Lok The issue arises as the democratic and

would be through delimitation based on Current proposal by the Centre Sabha and Rajya Sabha. An increase in federal principles seem to be at

the census in 2027. The Union government had introduced Lok Sabha seats by 50% withowt altering loggerheads in the dellmitation exercise
the Constitution 1315t Amendment Bill in seats In Rajya Sabha would skew thisvatio | as y envisaged. However, they can

The April 2026 to increase the maximum 3.3 be annlausly reconciled by giving

The that happened number of Lok Sabha seats from existing In the event of disagreement between equal importance to botl. The main work

in our country during the last five Siomm‘lhzliomemwm:n the two houses on any bill, there 5 a of a Member of Parliament is to legislate

decades has been uneven, with some oral that the il or Jolnt Shring under the on the ‘Union List’ subjects such as

States Mke Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya number of seats b\ i} 1o resolve the deadlock. defence, external affairs, railways,

Pradesh and Rajasthan witnessing a Territory would be increased by 50% ena 'mmgh used rarely in the past (only 3 telecommunication, taxation etc. and

greates Increase than States like Kerala, pro-rata basis. However, this bill was , this hold the Central government

Tamil Nadu, Kamataka and Andlra defeated In the Lok Sabha. There are suenglh in the Lok Sabla runs the risk of | accountable. A majority of the schemes of

Pradesh. The ratio between the current
numnber of seats and the projected
population of States as of 2026 does not

expectations that the government may
introduce the bill again, in the near future
with explicie provisions for 0% increase

rise in such jolnt sittings to push through
Bills. In such 2 scenario, it would diminish
the role of the Rajya Sabha as an effective

the Central Government are implemented
only by the State governments. Hence,
the number of MPS in Lok Sabha may be

satisfy the core democratic principle of In seats for all States/Unlon Territories on batance on the Lok lmnenanhepmsulnmnbero{s&

‘one person-one vote-one value' (Table apro-rata basis, y, considering that the Lok Sabha | which would ensure no disruption to

0. Ond!euhulmxl.lhelmmnsehlhe sits for only around 60 days in a year, mxemrepmmunono{vamusua

nuenber of seats among various States The larger implications there would hardly be any meaningful This would maintain and uphold the

based on the current population (1o 848) The are two main arguments in support tme for each MP to raise their Bsues In federal principle. One-third reservation

is provided in Table 2. Southern States, of the proposal for 50% pro-rata Increase. | the house. The purpose of the house for women can be provided out of the

snnlletuauslmhaﬂad: aswellnlhe First, kwuuldnaalzumeannenl would then be reduced to mere existing 543 sems. The number of MLAs in

Mm Eastern Mes wheata of various numerical representation rather than each State may be increased in line with
to barge inthe Lok Sabha | meaningful deliberation. Ihenmenlpopmaunnm:ddlmdle

|mmlndlanswesMsuc!uscamlm Second, Iwmldenxblesemﬂes rlnally mmea;«:mmm d

This would be agatnst the fed d for wormen il addi d MPs R. i a former IAS officer and

principles of our country. It alio goes vmhlb:addlmm.lmseaub:mg hsdmdlnuumludnugmbemo( author of ‘Courseware on Polity

the hy for the reserved for women out of the enl Parliament Local Area e trains at A5
m pﬂplg%:opmy wms house of around 816 sears. el Scheme (MPLADS) funds nes be Mademm;ﬂ{im qmd%pamnl.)
o SR i ] . L ﬂ'_ B

The Union government
introduced the Constitution
131t Amandment B in Apeil
2026 % increase the maximum
number of Lok Sabha seats
fromn the existing 550 to 850,

-

The Tamil Nadu Assembly
recently passed a resolution
urging the Centre to
permanently keede the
number of Lok Sabha seats at
543 and maintain the present
State-wise distribution of seats

-

The ratio between the curreet
number of seats and the
pregected population of States
5 of 2026 does not satisty the
principle of ‘one persen, ane
vole, 0ne vishat', Howeyer,
increasing the numiber of seats
based cn current population
would put smaller and s
populous States ata
disadhantage.

M = o)
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Table 1: Value of vote of each citizen based on
estimated population as of 2026

Table 2: If the number of seats is increased to 848 based on
2026 projected population

(Based on research paper of Milan Vaishnav and Jamie Hintson,

for the Carnegie endowment)

Projected Projected
Number s h

State of saats at population population per | Value of

Sasink asof 2026 | Lok Sabhaseat | 1vote*
P (in crore) (in lakh)

Uttar Pradesh 80 25.7 32.1 0.56
Bihar 40 13.5 33.8 0.53
Rajasthan 25 8.4 33.6 0.54
Madhya 29 9.1 31.4 0.57
Pradesh
Tamil Nadu 39 7.8 20 0.9
Andhra Pradesh
+ Telangana 42 9.3 22.1 0.81
Kerala 20 3.6 18 1
Karnataka 28 6.9 24.6 0.73
Punjab 13 3.2 24.6 0.73
Himachal 4 0.8 20 0.9
Pradesh
Uttarakhand 5 1.2 24 0.75

* Kerala calculated as 1 and States’ values derived on this base

Number [ Existing Revised
State of seats at = number . A

— of seats Prop° rtion | proportion
Uttar Pradesh 80 143 14.7% 16.9%
Bihar 40 79 7.4% 9.3%
Rajasthan 25 50 4.6% 5.9%
Madhya Pradesh 29 52 5.3% 6.1%
Tamil Nadu 39 49 7.2% 5.8%
’T\;‘l‘;ﬂg"azfdesr‘ Yl o 54 7.7% 6.4%
Kerala 20 20 3.7% 2.4%
Karnataka 28 41 5.2% 4.8%
Punjab 13 18 2.4% 2.1%
Himachal Pradesh 4 4 0.7% 0.5%
Uttarakhand 5 7 0.9% 0.8%
Total 543 848




1. What is delimitation?

Delimitation is the process of:

Fixing the total number of constituencies.
Allocating parliamentary and Assembly seats among states.
Redrawing the geographical boundaries of constituencies.

) e

Identifying seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

Its basic objective is to ensure that constituencies have broadly comparable populations, so that every
elected representative represents approximately the same number of people.

Simple example

Constituency Population One MP represents @)
Constituency A 20 lakh 20 lakh people
Constituency B 35 lakh 35 lakh people

Although both constituencies elect one MP, a voter in Constituency B has less representational weight
because one MP represents many more people there.

This produces the principle known as:

“One person, one vote, one value.”



2. Two different dimensions of delimitation

These are often confused.

Dimension Meaning Present position @)
Interstate allocation How many Lok Sabha seats each Broadly frozen according to the 1971 population
state receives framework
Intrastate delimitation How constituency boundaries are Boundaries were last extensively redrawn under the 2002
drawn inside a state Delimitation Commission using 2001 Census data

Thus, boundaries inside states were changed, but the total number of seats allocated to each state was
not fundamentally redistributed according to its latest population.



3. Constitutional provisions

Article Provision

Article 81 Composition of Lok Sabha and allocation of seats among states
Article 82 Readjustment of Lok Sabha constituencies after every Census

Article 170 Composition of State Legislative Assemblies

Article 327 Parliament's power to make laws concerning elections

Article 329 Restriction on judicial interference in electoral and delimitation matters
Article 330 Reservation of Lok Sabha seats for SCs and STs

Article 332 Reservation of Assembly seats for SCs and STs

Present constitutional ceiling

Article 81 presently provides for a maximum of:
» 530 representatives from states, and
« 20 representatives from Union Territories.

Thus, the constitutional ceiling is 550 elected members. The current Lok Sabha ordinarily has 543
elected seats.

The two nominated Anglo-Indian seats were discontinued by the 104th Constitutional Amendment Act,
2019.



4. Why were state-wise Lok Sabha seats frozen?

India initially followed the principle that states should receive Lok Sabha seats broadly in proportion to
their populations.

But this created a serious policy problem.
Some states successfully implemented:

e Family planning.

« Women's education.

e Lower fertility policies.

e Public-health programmes.
» Population stabilisation.

Other states continued to experience faster population growth.

If seats were redistributed after every Census, states that controlled population growth would lose relative
political influence, while states with faster population growth would gain seats.

That would effectively penalise successful population control.



B. The constitutional freeze: timeline

Development

Original Constitution

1971 Census

42nd Amendment, 1976

84th Amendment, 2001

87th Amendment, 2003

Delimitation Commission, 2002

106th Amendment, 2023

131st Amendment Bill, 2026

April 2026 vote

Effect [5]

Seat distribution was expected to be adjusted after every Census

Became the population base for the state-wise allocation freeze

Froze interstate allocation of Lok Sabha and Assembly seats until after 2000
Extended the freeze until publication of the first Census taken after 2026

Permitted constituency boundaries to be redrawn using the 2001 Census

without changing each state’s total seats
Redrew constituencies; its orders largely became effective in 2008

Linked women's reservation to a future delimitation following the relevant

Census

Proposed ending the freeze mechanism, enlarging Lok Sabha and using a

legislatively determined Census

Bill was negatived; connected Bills became infructuous



6. What did the 2026 proposal seek to do?

Three connected Bills were introduced:

Bill Proposed function [ﬁ]

Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026 Increase Lok Sabha’s maximum size, change delimitation

provisions and enable women's reservation

Delimitation Bill, 2026 Establish the Delimitation Commission and prescribe the

delimitation process

Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 Apply corresponding provisions to Delhi, Puducherry and

Jammu & Kashmir



Principal provisions

A. Increase Lok Sabha's ceiling

The Bill proposed increasing the maximum strength:

Category Existing ceiling Proposed ceiling

Members from states 530 815
Members from Union Territories 20 35
Total ceiling 550 850

The newspaper'’s illustrative table uses a working Lok Sabha size of approximately 848 seats for
projected state-wise distribution. This was an analytical projection, not a final allocation enacted by
Parliament.

B. Restore population-proportionate allocation

Seats would be divided among states broadly according to their share of the relevant national population.

This would make the average population represented by an MP more equal across states.

C. Permit Parliament to select the Census

The constitutional amendment proposed allowing Parliament to determine by ordinary law:
* When delimitation would occur.

« Which Census would be used.

The accompanying Delimitation Bill proposed using the latest published Census available when the
Commission was constituted. At that point, this would effectively mean the 2011 Census.



D. Operationalise women's reservation

The 106th Amendment provides one-third reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies,

but its operation is tied to delimitation after the relevant Census.

The 2026 proposal sought to alter this sequencing so women's reservation could be implemented through

the proposed delimitation.



7. What is the North—-South representation imbalance?

The central dilemma arises because India has two competing democratic principles.

Principle 1: Equal value of every citizen's vote

A Lok Sabha MP in Uttar Pradesh or Bihar represents considerably more people than an MP in some
southern or smaller states.

For example, the article estimates:

State

Uttar Pradesh

Bihar

Rajasthan

Madhya Pradesh

Tamil Nadu

Kerala

Karnataka

*The article uses Kerala as the base value of 1.

Existing seats in article

80

40

25

29

39

20

28

Approx. projected
population per MP

32.1 lakh

33.8 lakh

33.6 lakh

31.4 lakh

20 lakh

18 lakh

24.6 lakh

Relative vote value*

8

0.56
0.53
0.54
0.57
0.90
1.00

0.73

This means that, in demographic terms, one MP from Bihar represents almost twice as many people as

one MP from Kerala.



8. Would southern states actually lose seats?

There are two possibilities.

Scenario A: Existing Lok Sabha size remains unchanged

If the current number of seats were redistributed strictly according to population, some southern states

could suffer an absolute reduction.

PRS projections based on the 2011 Census indicated:

State Current seats Projected seats if total remained similar
Uttar Pradesh 80 89
Bihar 40 46
Rajasthan 25 30
Tamil Nadu 39 32
Kerala 20 15
Andhra Pradesh* 42 38

*The historical 2011 configuration must be interpreted carefully because Andhra Pradesh was
subsequently bifurcated.

Change (J

+9
+6

+5



Scenario B: Total Lok Sabha seats increase substantially

Under an enlarged House, southern states might receive more seats in absolute terms but still lose their
percentage share.

For example:

* Tamil Nadu could rise from 39 to approximately 49 seats.

» But its share could fall from about 7.2% to about 5.8%.

o Uttar Pradesh could rise from 80 to approximately 143 seats.
e |Its share could increase from around 14.7% to around 16.5%.

Therefore, the problem is not just “Will Tamil Nadu lose seats?”

The deeper question is:

Will Tamil Nadu lose its relative influence over the formation and functioning of the Union
government?

The answer under strict population-based redistribution would likely be yes.



10. The Centre's 50% assurance

The Centre reportedly gave an oral assurance that:

« Every state’s existing seats would be increased by approximately 50% on a pro-rata basis.
« No state would lose its existing number of seats.

For example:

State Current seats Simple 50% pro-rata illustration [
Uttar Pradesh 80 120
Tamil Nadu 39 About 59
Kerala 20 30
Rajasthan 25 About 38

Under a purely pro-rata increase, every state's percentage share remains approximately unchanged.

However, the Bill also referred to population-proportionate allocation. These two positions are difficult to
reconcile fully.

Why the oral assurance was insufficient

An oral statement in Parliament is politically relevant, but it does not have the same legal force as:

* A constitutional provision.

« A statutory formula.

» An enforceable amendment.

« A binding schedule allocating seats.

Tamil Nadu therefore wanted a clear legal guarantee, not merely a political assurance.
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Gen Z’s buy-now, pay-later
habit fuelling unsecured
loans, worrying regulator

Aanchal zine
New Delhil, August 16

TWO MUMBAI-BASED toen
age girls travelled with thetr
rmother to Busan, South Korea,
o attend a concert of Korean
boy band WES inJune, financ-
Ing much of thelr spending
through acredit card,

A young couple travelled o
Thalland for a vacation last
year, spent well beyond thetr
budget on credit cards, and
have since then resorted to ro-
rating money throuygh third-
party vendors to create artift-
clal caxh flow, according to o
personal finance post orn Reddit
warning about funding small
tuxaeries with debt,

While India's household
debt has surged in recent years,
financial sector regulators are
particularly concerned about
the compaosition of that debr,
Non-housing retail loans -
Inrgely used for consumption
— now account for more than
halt of household borrowings,
and have grown faster than
housing, agriculture and busk
ness lonns,a trend flageed (o in-
ternal discussions among po
llcymakers.

Ax of March 2026, non-
housing retall loans-—primarily
the consumption segment—
constitured S8,4% of house-
holds’ total borrowings, up
from §4.9% of total household
debt In March 2025, Average
outstanding debt per borrower
rose to RS 4.78 lakh us of March
end 2025, from Rs 341 lakh asof
Maurch-end 2018, accarding to
Ministry of Finance data, The
sharpest increases have come
insame persanal borrowing
categories. Outstanding loans
against gold jewellery jumped
1o Rs4.61 lakh crore as of March
2026 from Rs 74,738 crore in
March 2022, while other per-
sonal loans’ outstanding stood
ot Rs 1732 lakh crore as of
March 2026 compared with Rs
9,02 lakh crore In March 2022,
data shared In Parliament on
Monday (August 10) showed.

Whitle the risks to the Indian
financial system from house-
hold lending remaln con-
tained, the Reserve Bank of
Indla (RBI) has fagged
I shokd delst aect fon,
particularly among lower-ratod)
borrowers, as requiring “close
monitaring”, Gross NPA ratios
swood at 0.7% In secured retall
louns and 1L.7% in unsecured re-
tall loans at end-March 2026.
The “exposure 1o these sectors
roquires close monitoring ns

= Non-food bank_crodlt. outstanding

personal loans (March-end)
2022 2023 2024 2025 | 2026

| : : } }

porsanal |34,66,075 4162.767 53,46,69) 5071696 |69.39.750
' + 1 4

Consumer

by '7,‘5", _m,gas :3.{-35 zaml .:21.05?.

Housing®”  [17.38.473 19.91164 27.08.12 |30.10.477 | 33,55.963 |

Cducaton  (B3.693 86,482 118380 137.456 1.54.824

Vohicle Loans (4.04.756  4.67.507 573,391 622793 | 1.38.670

Loans against | l ! | I

gold w‘,lbw‘u.mn 'so.sm ’m.aoi .7.08.954 '4.61.373

Other ! I

Personal 19,01,585 1,62.345 14,27.872 15,3597 |17,31.838

Lanns { }
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* (INCLUIDING PRICRITY SECTON MOUTING)

risks to asset quality could in-
crease, especially if overall
economic conditions weaken
due 1o the West Asin conflict
and impact borrower cash
flows", the RIBEhad ssid inits In-
test Financial Stability Roport.

Unsecured personal loans
remain a particular vulnerabil-
ity: In the small-ticket personal
loan segment of less than Rs
50,000, fintech firms have
gained a higher 568N market
share, after strong 41.6% credit
expansion, well above the over:
allsegment growth of 20,1%, De-
lingquencies stood n 64% as of
March 2026, About 70.5% of fin-
tech loan books are unsecured,
with roughly half of these loans
extended to rsunder3s,
As per the latest CIBIL Trans-
Unlon data, the share of India’s
credit-eligible population that is
croedivactive has risen from 1%,
nbout a decade ago to around
28% now,

Of the credit-eligible popula-
ton of 390 million, close toone-
third have, over the last year,
taken a loan or have aloan run-
ning, or are paying EMIs or
credit card bills. Almost half of
thiscredit-active population has
n consumption loan —credit
card, personal loan, or con-
sumer durable loan—while
nearly 107 have an entrepre-
neurinl loan or business-
oriented loan.

The numberof credit-active
consumers with consumprion
loans and business loans grow
fourfold and tenfold, respect-
Ively, between 2017 and 2024,
‘TrnsUnion CISIL data showecd,
Consumption borrowing has
been driven substantially by
younger consumers, including
GenZ, often with repayment
torures of kes than threo yean.,

“What we need to continu-

ously monitor {5 that while en-
cournging crodit growth, are we
Incentivising need-based
credit, The other thing is the
ability to pay, especially in cer-
tain segments such as younger
borrowers whete the leverage
has gone up. In the case of con-
sumption loans, for instance,
the lender cannot be in a posi-
tion to fully qualify income in-
formation and ifon account of
the Increased leverage, the con-
sumer b inasituation (o pay or
not,” an executive with a credit
bureau said.

Theshare of over-loveraged
consumers rose threefold —
from 5% in FY17 to 18% in Y24
— before ensing marginally to
15% in FY26 after Industry in-
tervention, with excessive bor
rowing concentrated among
younger consumers, Their
share in the country's coadit-ac-
tive base has Increased from
A% 0 2007 1o 39%, in 2026,

Even as unsecured retail
lending has moderated — it
forms 25% of retall loans and
B.3% of gross advances — Its
asset quality has weakened
relative to the overall retall
portfolio, [t gross non-per-
forming asset ratlo stood at
1L.8% vis-d-vis 1.2% In March
2025, with wiress particularly
visible In private sector banks.

The trend suggEests a grow-
Ing propensity to incur debt for
immediate consumption
rather than asset creation, Out-
standing credit card debt
crossod Re & lakh crote last fis-
cal, while delinguencies - pay-
mentsoverdue between 90 and
360 days—rose more than 400,
year-on-year, as per the data
from CRIV High Mark, an RI31-
registered credit bureau,

FULL REPORT ON
WINW INDIANEXPHESS COM




¢ Non-food bank credit, outstanding
personal loans (March-end)

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

fg;sn‘;"a' 34.66,075 41,82,767 53.46,691 59.71.696 69,39,750
Consumer 12994 90985 23.445 23201  21.962
Durables

‘Housing*  17,38,473 19,91,164 27,18,712 30,10,477 33,55,963
Education 83,693 96,482 119380 137.456 155824
Vehicle Loans 4,04,756 4,87,597 5,73,391 6,22,793 7.38,678

'Loans against
gold jewellery

Other
Personal 9,01,595 11,62,345 14,27,872 15,35,197 17,31,838
Loans

74,738 89,370 93,301  2,06,284 4,61,373

NOTE: FIGURES IN RS CR; SOURCE: RBI *(INCLUDING PRIORITY SECTOR HOUSING)
————



1. What is Buy Now, Pay Later?

BNPL allows a consumer to purchase something immediately and pay later, either:

e |n one deferred payment, or
e Through several instalments.

Example

Suppose a mobile phone costs 230,000.

Payment method How it works

Full payment Customer pays ¥30,000 immediately

Credit card EMI Card issuer converts 230,000 into monthly instalments

BNPL Fintech or lender pays the merchant; customer repays later
Personal loan Bank/NBFC gives the borrower 30,000, generally with interest

BNPL often appears to be a payment facility, but economically it is a short-term consumer loan.



Reason

Immediate gratification

Low upfront payment

Easy digital approval

“Zero-cost” marketing

Social pressure

Irregular income

Credit-card ineligibility

Behavioural bias

Explanation
The product can be acquired without waiting to save
Small instalments appear more affordable than the

total price

Loans may be approved in minutes with limited
documentation

Consumers may perceive the loan as free even when
costs are embedded elsewhere

Fashion, travel, gadgets and lifestyle spending are
influenced by peers and social media

Young workers may use credit to bridge salary or cash-
flow gaps

BNPL can be available to consumers without traditional
cards

Consumers focus on “X2,000 per month” rather than
the %24,000 total obligation



Secured loan
Backed by collateral
Examples: home loan, vehicle loan,

loan against gold

Lender can enforce security after
default
Generally lower interest rate

Lower loss for lender if collateral value
is sufficient

Unsecured loan
No specific collateral
Examples: personal loan, credit-card

balance and many BNPL facilities

Recovery depends mainly on borrower’s
income and creditworthiness
Generally higher interest rate

Higher potential loss if borrower
defaults



Category

Total personal
loans

Consumer
durables

Housing*
Education
Vehicle loans

Loans against
gold jewellery

Other personal
loans

2022

34,66,075

17,834

17,38,473

83,693

4,04,756

74,738

9,01,595

2023

41,82,767

20,985

19,91,164

96,482

4,87,597

89,370

11,62,335

2024

53,46,691

23,445

27,18,712

1,19,380

5,73,391

93,301

14,27,872

2025

59,71,696

23,201

30,10,477

1,37,456

6,22,793

2,06,284

15,35,197

2026

63,99,750

21,962

33,55,963

1,55,824

7,38,678

4,61,373

17,13,838

Change,
2022-26

+84.6%

+23.1%

+93.0%
+86.2%

+82.5%

+517.3%

+90.1%



* “Other personal loans” are important

* This category increased to approximately X17.14
lakh crore. It includes many general-purpose
personal loans that may be used for:

Travel.

Medical expenditure.

Weddings.

Lifestyle purchases.

Debt consolidation.

Household cash-flow requirements.



7.India’s household debt position

The article states that household debt increased from:

e 54.9% of GDP in March 2025
e To 58.4% of GDP in March 2026

It also reports that average outstanding debt per borrower increased from:

e 34.31lakh in March 2018
e To 24.78 lakh in March 2025

Why debt-to-GDP matters

The ratio compares total household liabilities with the size of the economy.
A rising ratio is not automatically dangerous. Household debt can support:

 Home ownership.

e Education.

e Business creation.

¢ Vehicle purchases.

e Productive asset formation.

The risk depends on:

1. Why households borrowed.

2. Whether incomes are growing.
Interest rates.

Loan tenure.

Borrower credit quality.

o m s W

Whether the borrowing creates an asset or only finances consumption.



Productive or asset-backed borrowing Consumption-oriented borrowing

Home purchase Luxury clothing

Education with strong

Expensive vacation
employment prospects

Business equipment Frequent food-delivery spending

Latest smartphone purchased

Income-generating vehicle .
& & mainly for status

Entertainment financed through

Working capital . .
& Cap recurring credit



Why the risk is high

Risk

Thin credit history
Small income buffers
Multiple applications

Automated underwriting

High effective cost
Repeat borrowing

Unstable employment

Weak financial literacy

Explanation [5]

Many borrowers are new to formal credit
A medical bill or job loss can disrupt repayment
Consumers can borrow from several apps

Algorithms may approve loans without fully understanding income

stability
Processing and late fees can make small loans expensive
New loans may be used to repay earlier ones

Gig workers and early-career employees may have fluctuating

income

Borrowers may not understand credit scores or penal charges



10. The hidden danger of multiple small loans

One 25,000 loan may appear harmless. The problem arises when a consumer accumulates many
obligations.

lllustration

Obligation Monthly payment @)

Smartphone BNPL 22,500
Clothing BNPL 21,500
Travel loan 23,000
Credit-card minimum due 24,000
Personal-loan EMI 25,000
Total monthly debt payment 216,000

If the borrower earns ¥35,000 per month, 46% of income is already committed before rent, food and
transport.

This is known as loan stacking or debt accumulation across lenders.



11. Why credit-card minimum payment is dangerous

A credit-card statement may show:

¢ Total amount due: 250,000
¢  Minimum amount due: 2,500

Paying 22,500 may prevent an immediate missed-payment classification, but the remaining balance
continues attracting very high interest.

If the borrower repeatedly pays only the minimum:

¢ Interest accumulates.

* The repayment period becomes extremely long.
¢ New purchases also increase the balance.

¢ The customer can fall into a revolving-debt trap.

Credit-card annualised interest can frequently be much higher than conventional secured-loan rates,
although the exact rate depends on the issuer.



Easy digital credit

v

More young borrowers

\ 4

Multiple small unsecured
loans

|

High debt-to-income ratio

\ 4

Income or employment
shock

|

Missed payments and
defaults

h 4

Losses for fintechs, NBFCs
and banks



17.1s BNPL bad?

BNPL is not inherently bad. Its value depends on how it is used.

Responsible use

e A necessary purchase.

o Stable repayment income.

* No hidden charges.

 One manageable obligation.

e Full repayment within the agreed period.
e Emergency liquidity for a short period.

Harmful use

e Purchasing luxury goods without sufficient income.

e Maintaining several BNPL accounts.

» Using one loan to repay another.

e Missing due dates.

e Paying only credit-card minimums.

e Treating an available credit limit as income.

e Borrowing for routine monthly expenses every month.



Rule

Total EMIs

Credit-card payment

Number of BNPL accounts

Emergency fund

Loan purpose

Cost check

Autopay

Credit report
Loan stacking

Lifestyle purchase

Recommended limit/action

Preferably keep all EMIs below 25-30% of monthly
take-home income

Pay the entire statement balance, not merely the
minimum

Ideally one or none
Maintain 3—6 months of essential expenditure

Borrow mainly for necessity, education or productive
assets

Compare annual percentage rate, not only monthly
EMI

Maintain sufficient account balance before the debit
date

Check periodically for unknown or incorrectly reported
loans

Never borrow from a new app to repay an old app

If it cannot be bought twice from savings, reconsider
financing it



THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on Indonesia, as the Asian country observes its Independe

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION 1

Indonesia is the largest of this type of
political entity, with over 17,000 islands
between the Indian and Pacific oceans
under its control. What type of state?

N

QUESTION 2

Name the first president of Indonesia
from 1945 to 1967 and his daughter who
also held the office between 2001 and
2004.

[N

QUESTION 3

Name the invisible biogeographical
boundary — running between Bali and
Lombok, and between Borneo and
Sulawesi — that separates Asian and
Australian wildlife zones within
Indonesia.

1N

QUESTION 4

Name the Indonesian textile art using
wax, that was given a UNESCO Intangible

Cultural Heritage status in 2009, and
made famous by the type of shirts that
Nelson Mandela sported frequently.

[N

QUESTION S

What is Indonesia’s National emblem,
which gets its name from a bird from
Indian mythology and the 5 principles of
the country’s national ideology.

[N

QUESTION 6

Indonesia is relocating its capital away
from Jakarta to a purpose-built city in
Borneo. What is it called?

[N

QUESTION 7

Indonesia is home to the world’s largest
Buddhist temple, built in the Sth-century
in Central Java, with nine stacked

platforms and thousands of relief panels.

Name this UNESCO World Heritage Site.
[N

QUESTION 8

Name the real-life couple who gave
Indonesia its first-ever Olympic gold
medals in 1992 and in which sport?

Visual question: Name this creature, considered the
largest extant lizard, which gets its name from an
Indonesian island to which it is endemic. AFp




Word of the day

Decadence:

the state of being degenerate in mental or moral
qualities

Synonym: degeneration

Usa gE€: The leader’s decadence became
evident in his abuse of power.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/decadence

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dekadans/
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