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India’s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls

Central India faces a 61% rain deficit as monsoon I
falters; govt. directs crop-wise contingency plans

Jacob Koshy
A.M. ligeesh

NEW DELHI

ver a week past the
0 monsoon’s normal
arrival date, the

rain clouds have yet to
reach Mumbai, driving In-
dia’s nationwide monsoon
deficit to 35% as of
Tuesday.

The shortfall in rainfall
is concentrated in the re-
gions the monsoon has
failed to cover — Maharash-
tra, the Konkan coast, and
the adjoining regions of
central India — where its
northward progress has
been stalled for several
days.

India  Meteorological
Department (IMD) statis-
tics show that apart from
northwest India, which has
received 5% more rain than
normal for this time of the
year, all other regions are
in the red, including east
and northeast India (-43%),
central India (-61%), and

the southern peninsula
(-14%).

Meanwhile, Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, chairing a
review of kharif prepara-
tions on Tuesday, directed
States to identify districts
facing low or uneven rain-
fall and to draw up crop-
wise contingency plans, so
that affected farmers could
be “immediately provided
with alternatives, advice,
and assistance.”

The Union government
has placed 150 to 200 dis-
tricts under priority moni-
toring, ordered weekly El
Nifio reviews, and is en-
couraging a shift towards
cotton and pulses.

‘Better placed’

Mr. Chouhan has main-
tained that seed and fertil-
izer stocks are adequate
and that reservoir storage
~ at 30.4% of capacity in
May, against a 25.1% aver-
age in previous El Nifio
years — leaves the country

Centre places around 200 districts under priority
monitoring; weekly reviews of El Nifio ordered

Hanging clouds

While a monsoon deficit in June is not unusual, it assumes
additional significance in a year which has been globally
forecast to witness a ‘Super El Nino'

Rainfall departures for El Nifio
years since 2000:

| Whole southwest
June | T onsoon

2002 | +2%
2004 | +1% |

19% be!ow LPA*
13% below LPA

2009 | -47% | 229 below LPA

2014 | -44% | 12% below LPA

2015 | +14%5 | 14% below LPA

2023 | -8% | 6% below LPA

better placed than in ear-
lier seasons with rainfall
deficiency.

While a rainfall deficit in
June, the first of the mon-
soon months, is not un-
usual, it assumes addition-
al significance in a year
that forecasters globally
have warned will likely be
a ‘Super El Nifio’ year.

An analysis of the IMD’s
all-India June rainfall de-
partures for El Nifo years

"LPA: Long Penod Average
Source: IMD

since 2000 shows no con-
sistent early-season signal.
In June 2015, during one of
the strongest El Nifo
events on record, rainfall
was 14% above normal.
June 2002 and june 2004,
both years that ended in
drought, recorded near-
normal June rainfall of
around 2% and 1% above
normal respectively, with
the deficits arriving only in
July and later.

Only in 2009 (47% be-
low normal) and 2014 (44%
below normal) did June
rainfall fail as sharply as it
has this year. In 2023, the
most recent El Nifo year,
June closed about 8% be-
low normal, within the
IMD’s normal range.

An El Nifo event — the
periodic warming of the
central and eastern Pacific
Ocean that tends to sup-
press the Indian monsoon
~ establishes itself only in
the spring and exerts its in-
fluence mainly in the mid-
dle and later part of the
season.

“June rainfall and the
pace of onset, by contrast,
are governed largely by lo-
cal and regional factors,”
according to D.S. Pai, chief
forecaster at the IMD’s Re-
gional Meteorological
Centre in Chennai.

First pulse weakened

This year, the monsoon set
in over Kerala on June 4,
just three days behind its

normal date, but its ad-
vance up the west coast
has since lost momentum.
Dr. Pai explained that the
monsoon moves in pulses,
and the first pulse, having
reached the outskirts of
Mumbai, did not sustain it-
self. Instead, an “anticy-
clonic circulation” to the
city’s north, combined
with a westerly push from
mid-latitude weather sys-
tems, has prevented the
monsoon from establish-
ing itself, he told The
Hindu.

The Madden-Julian Os-
cillation, a travelling band
of atmospheric activity
that can strengthen or
weaken the monsoon, is
currently in an “unfavoura-
ble phase”. This implies
that the onset over Mum-
bai is likely to be delayed
by a further five to six days,
until the next pulse streng-
thens, possibly aided by a
low-pressure system form-
ing over the Bay of Bengal,
he reckoned.

Deficit is significant in a year forecasters globally
have warned will likely be a ‘Super El Nifio’ year

The US. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration issued an
El Nifo advisory on June 11,
confirming the event had
formed and placing the
odds of it becoming “very
strong” by winter at 63%.
The World Meteorological
Organization had earlier
put the probability of El Ni-
fio emerging between June
and August at 80%. The
IMD’s own June bulletin
states that El Nifio condi-
tions are present and that
the ocean and atmosphere
have coupled, with no pos-
itive Indian Ocean Dipole
expected to offset it this
season.

The warnings have been
building. IMD’s first-stage
forecast in April pegged
seasonal rainfall at 92% of
the long-period average; its
May-end update lowered
this to 90% and assigned a
60% probability to a defi-
cient year — the agency’s
most pessimistic pre-sea-
son call since 2015.
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Topic

National Rainfall Deficit
Central India

East & Northeast India
Southern Peninsula
Northwest India
Districts under monitoring
Main concern
Agriculture Minister
Monsoon onset

IMD forecast

Probability of deficient monsoon

Details

35% below normal

~61-63% deficit

43% deficit

14% deficit

5% above normal

150-200

El Nifio

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Reached Kerala but stalled later
90% of Long Period Average rainfall
~60%



2. What is El Nifo?

Definition

El Nifo is the abnormal warming of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean.

Impact on India

Impact Effect

Weak Monsoon Less rainfall
Agriculture Lower crop output
Food Inflation Increase

Reservoir Levels Decline
Hydropower Reduced generation
GDP Rural demand falls

Historically, many drought years in India coincide with El Nifio events.

CarbonCopy +1



3. Why Has Monsoon Stalled?

According to IMD scientists:

1. Weak First Pulse

The first monsoon surge reached Kerala but lost momentum afterward.

2. Anti-Cyclonic Circulation

Dry air movement north of Mumbai blocked monsoon progression.

3. Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)

The MJO is currently in an unfavorable phase, reducing rainfall activity.

4. Emerging El Nifo

Pacific Ocean warming is suppressing monsoon circulation.



June Rainfall Departure

+2%

+1%

-47%




5. Important El Nifio Years in India

Year

1982

1987

2002

2009

2015

2023

2026

Impact

Severe drought

Major drought

Drought

Severe drought

Below-normal rainfall

Weak monsoon, driest August in over a century

Current concern



7.Impact on Agriculture

Most Vulnerable Crops

Crop Risk Level
Paddy Very High
Cotton High
Soybean High
Sugarcane High
Pulses Moderate
Millets Low

Agriculture is especially vulnerable because almost 50% of India's farmland remains rain-fed.



Sector

Agriculture
Inflation

Rural Consumption
GDP Growth
Water Supply

Electricity

Impact

Lower production
Higher food prices
Declines

Slower

Pressure

Lower hydropower



Previous Year Exam Questions on Monsoon, El Nino, ENSO, MJO &

Indian Agriculture

Year Exam

2024 UPSC Prelims
2024 SSC CGL

2024 CDS

2024 UPPCS

2023 UPSC Prelims
2023 UPSC GS-I Mains

2023

2023

RAS Prelims

BPSC

Question

Consider the following statements regarding El Nifio and Southern

Oscillation (ENSO). Which statements are correct?

El Nifio is associated with abnormal warming of which ocean?

Which climatic phenomenon is known to weaken the Indian

monsoon?

How does El Nifio affect Indian agriculture?

El Nifio is generally associated with which of the following

conditions?

Discuss the factors affecting the onset and variability of the Indian

monsoon.

Which climatic event is linked with below-normal monsoon rainfall in

India?

What is the relationship between ENSO and Indian monsoon?



Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

At the National Testing
Agency (NTA)'s request,
the Centre is blocking the
messaging app Telegram in
India until Monday, in
what the NTA described as
a “response to the organ-
ised use of the platform by
cheating rackets to defraud
candidates appearing for
the NEET (UG) 2026 re-ex-
amination scheduled on 21
June 2026.”

On Tuesday evening, a
few hours after the govern-
ment’s order, at least one
telecom operator had al-
ready blocked access to the
service, and the app’s list-
ing was taken down from
Google Play and Apple’s
App Store. This is the first
time that a messaging app
operating at such a scale is
being blocked in India by

CM
K

the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy, even for a limited pe-
riod.

The NTA emphasised
that this blocking was “cali-
brated and bounded in
time,” and that it would be
lifted later.

The agency said that
several Telegram groups
were advertising fake test
papers for the upcoming
NEET and defrauding can-
didates willing to pay for
them.

Telegram founder Pavel
Durov criticised the block-
ing, saying it “punishes”
over 15 crore “ordinary Te-
legram users in India”. *
Banning the app even tem-
porarily, he said, “is a
mistake”.

“The leaks just moved
to other apps”, Mr. Durov
added. While it is unclear
what he was referring to,

The NTA has emphasised that the blocking is ‘calibrated and
bounded in time,’ and that it would be lifted later. REUTERS

the NTA on the day kept
dismissing the legitimacy
of certain screenshots pur-
ported to be that of the up-
coming NEET exam’s ques-
tion paper.

“Over the past few
weeks, we removed hun-
dreds of channels sharing
leaked exam materials and
related scams in India. We
are also making the “edit-
ed” label more visible to

prevent backdating
scams,” he said.

“Acting on inputs re-
ceived continuously from
NTA, from State law-enfor-
cement agencies including
the police forces of Bihar,
Gujarat and Rajasthan, and
from its own continuous
monitoring of public chan-
nels and platforms, the In-
dian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (I14C), under

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, has secured the
prompt take-down of a
substantial number of Te-
legram channels, groups
and bots whose names and
content openly advertised
their fraudulent and mis-
leading purpose,” the
agency said.

There are several Tele-
gram groups circulating
everything from pirated
links to real-time news up-
dates from established or-
ganisations; the platform
has attracted many users
as it offers features such as
integrating bots into the
platform, not typically
found on other popular
platforms such as What-
sApp and Signal.

In a video message, NTA
Director-General Abhishek
Singh said, “To all parents,
I say, please protect your
child from financial fraud

and from the panic these
rackets are designed to
create. NTA is committed
to a fair, secure and credi-
ble examination, and to act
against every person in-
volved in spreading these
scams.”

Additionally, many
groups, the NTA said, were
editing past messages with
recent exam paper ques-
tions, to fake their capabil-
ities in obtaining question
papers in advance.

In separate directions,
the IT Ministry said that it
had ordered Telegram to
disable message editing as
well until June 30, to shut
off “this avenue of fabrica-
tion for the post-examina-
tion window in which such
artefacts have historically
been deployed.”

IAF FERRYING NEET PAPERS
» PAGE 6



Topic

Trigger

Agency Requesting Action
Action Taken

Duration
Ministry Involved

Reason
Additional Action
Other Measure
States Mentioned

Cyber Agency

Telegram Founder Response

Details

NEET (UG) 2026 Re-examination
National Testing Agency (NTA)
Temporary blocking of Telegram
Until NEET re-exam (21 June 2026)

Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
(MeitY)

Fake question papers and exam fraud
Telegram channels, groups and bots removed
Message-editing feature disabled till 30 June
Bihar, Rajasthan, Gujarat

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C)

Pavel Durov opposed temporary ban



Institution
National Testing Agency

Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology

Indian Cyber Crime
Coordination Centre

Telegram

Role

Conducts NEET

Ordered blocking

Monitoring cyber fraud

Platform allegedly used for
fraud


https://telegram.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Provision
Article 19(1)(a)
Article 19(2)

IT Act 2000

IT Rules 2021
Public Order

Examination Integrity

Relevance

Freedom of Speech
Reasonable Restrictions
Blocking powers
Intermediary obligations
Government justification

Public interest argument
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Stranded at sea: Indian mariner died aboard ship waiting for assistance
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Cough syrup cant
be sold without
prescription: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Medicinal syrups, includ-
ing those used to treat
coughs, can no longer be
bought without a doctor’s
prescription, according to
a government notification
issued on Tuesday. This
means that over-the-coun-
ter sales of these syrups
will no longer be allowed.

The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare noti-
fied the change to the
Drugs Rules, 1945, which
laid out the regulations
pertaining to the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

Tuesday's notification
directed that the word ‘sy-
rups’ be removed from the
list of items that had been
exempted from the provi-
sions of the Act.

The rules had earlier
specified that “Syrups, lo-
zenges, pills and tablets
for cough” would be ex-
empted, meaning that
cough lozenges, pills, and
tablets will still be available
over the counter.

The amendment follows
a draft notification in De-
cember 2025 to which the
Centre invited objections

N

\

.

The Union Health Ministry
notified the change to the
Drugs Rules, 1945,

and suggestions from sta-
keholders and the public.
The government said all
comments received on the
draft rules were consi-
dered before the final noti-
fication was issued.

Many fatalities

The move comes after fa-
talities due to cough sy-
rups adulterated with in-
dustrial solvents, including
the deaths of 24 children in
Madhya Pradesh last Sep-
tember. Cough syrups ex-
ported from India have
been linked to the deaths
of more than 140 children
in Africa and Central Asia
since 2022.



Topic

Ministry

Rule Amended

Parent Law

Change

OTC Sale

Pills/Tablets/Lozenges for cough
Draft Notification

Final Notification

Reason

Details

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare

Drugs Rules, 1945

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940

Medicinal syrups now require prescription
Not allowed

Still available OTC

December 2025

June 2026

Safety concerns and deaths linked to contaminated
cough syrups



What Exactly Changed?

Earlier

Product OTC Allowed?
Cough Syrups Yes

Cough Tablets Yes

Lozenges Yes

Pills Yes

Now

Product OTC Allowed?
Medicinal Cough Syrups X No
Prescription Syrups Doctor's prescription required
Lozenges 4 Yes

Pills/Tablets 4 Yes



Background: Why Did Government Act?

International Cough Syrup Deaths

Year Country/Region

2022-25 Gambia

2022-25 Uzbekistan

2022-25 Cameroon

2022-25 Africa & Central Asia Combined
2025 Madhya Pradesh

The issue was linked to contamination with:

e Diethylene Glycol (DEG)
e Ethylene Glycol (EG)

These industrial solvents can cause:

e Kidney failure
e Liver damage
e Death

Deaths

70+ children

20+ children

Multiple cases

140+ children

24 children



Savarkar filed 10 mercy
pleas before the British,
grandnephew tells court

Chinmay Gaikwad

MUMBAI

Satyaki  Savarkar, the
grandnephew of Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, told a
special MP/MLA court in
Pune that the right-wing
ideologue had submitted
10 clemency petitions to
the British government
seeking reduction of his
sentence. The testimony
was part of a criminal defa-
mation case Mr. Satyaki
has filed against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

During the hearing of
the case in the court of spe-
cial judge Amol Shinde,
Mr. Satyaki said Savarkar
was referred to as “veer” in
a periodical run by the Ga-
dar Organisation before he
was transferred to the An-
daman Islands.

Asked about incarcera-
tions of other revolutionar-
ies from the same period,
Mr. Satyaki said the likes of
Rajguru, Batukeshwar
Dutt, and Ashfaqulla Khan
did not file clemency peti-
tions. But Savarkar submit-
ted a mercy petition within
the first month after receiv-
ing his sentence, he said.
Mr. Satyaki told the court
that he was not aware of
Bhagat Singh and Dutt peti-
tioning the British govern-
ment to demand treatment
as prisoners of war, and to
refuse concessions or le-

-

.M

niency. He agreed that
Singh and Dutt stood by
their ideology until the end
of their lives.

Mr. Satyaki informed
the court that records of
Savarkar’s 10 petitions ex-
ist in government archives.
He said the language in
these petitions did not in-
dicate loyalty to the British
regime and were forward-
ed by prison authorities for
approval.

He said language used in
clemency petitions fol-
lowed official protocol.

Mr. Satyaki said he was
not aware that Savarkar
signed each petition with
the phrase, “I beg to re-
main, Sir, your most obe-
dient servant, V.D. Savar-
kar" He denied that
Savarkar was released after
these 10 pleas were filed.

According to him, the
British government had
the authority to commute
or alter sentences in mercy

—

V.D. Savarkar

petitions, The reduction or
remission of sentences de-
pended on the govern-
ment’s policy.

‘All pleas rejected’
Mr. Satyaki said the colo-
nial government had re-
jected all of Savarkar’s cle-
mency petitions. In their
replies, the authorities ex-
pressed apprehension that
Savarkar would rejoin the
revolutionary movement if
released, he said.
Savarkar’s  grandne-
phew said that filing cle-
mency petitions were stan-
dard procedures under the
British government, ad-
ding that other prisoners
had filed such petitions
and the practice was neith-
er exceptional nor illegal.
The court recorded ex-
cerpts from one mercy pe-
tition in which Savarkar
stated that others sent to
the Andaman jail with him
be released and he be kept
incarcerated and classified
as a Class D prisoner facing
harsh punishment. The
witness said he did not
have a report comparing
the mercy petitions filed by
Savarkar with those made
by other prisoners. Mr. Sa-
tyaki testified that no pri-
soner was obligated to sub-
mit a mercy petition. The
decision to file such peti-
tions depended on the pri-
soner’s preference,



Topic

Full Name

Birth

Death

Popular Title
Organisation
Associated With
Famous Book

Cellular Jail Sentence
Place of Imprisonment

President of Hindu Mahasabha

Details

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar

1883

1966

Veer Savarkar

Abhinav Bharat Society

Revolutionary Nationalism

The Indian War of Independence 1857
1911

Cellular Jail

1937-1943



Year Event

1904 Founded Abhinav Bharat

1909 Linked with revolutionary activities in London
1910 Arrested in London

1911 Sentenced to two life imprisonments (50 years)
1911-1924 Cellular Jail imprisonment

1924 Released with restrictions

1937 Became Hindu Mahasabha President

1966 Death



Fact

First Mercy Petition
Number Claimed in Article
Submitted To

Purpose

Historical Debate

Historical Record

Details

1911

10

British Government

Sentence reduction/remission

One side views them as tactical; critics view them as
compromise

Mercy petitions are preserved in archives



Feature Details

Location Cellular Jail

Built 1896—-1906

Nickname Kala Pani

Purpose Isolate political prisoners

Wings 7/

Cells 693

UNESCO Status Not UNESCO, but National Memorial

National Memorial Declared 1979



Revolutionary
Savarkar
Bhagat Singh
Rajguru
Ashfaqulla Khan

Batukeshwar Dutt

Filed Mercy Petition?

Yes

No mercy petition; filed legal/political representations
No

No

No mercy petition in the same sense
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GRAPES-3: A cosmic-ray tracker

Vasudevan Mukunth

esearchers from Mumbai, Kochi,
“and Japan used the GRAPES-3

telescope to track how the
earth’s upper atmosphere temperature
and the sun’s magnetic field affect
muons — subatomic particles from
space. By analysing 22 years of data,
they developed a way to use these
measurements to monitor changes in
the upper atmosphere in real-time with
high accuracy. The findings are to be
published in the August issue of
Astroparticle Physics.

The GRAPES-3 telescope in Ooty, Tamil
Nadu does not look at light like a
traditional telescope. Instead, it is a
muon detector. Muons are created when
high-energy cosmic rays from deep
space collide with the earth’s upper
atmosphere. The facility consists of 16
independent modules spread over a
large area. Each module contains 232
proportional counters, which are long
steel tubes filled with a special mixture
of argon and methane, with a thin
tungsten wire running through the
centre. When a muon passes through a
tube, it knocks electrons out of the gas
molecules. These electrons are pulled
towards the wire, creating an electrical
pulse that the telescope records as a hit.

.
& & &

The detector array of GRAPES-3 in Ooty. HIDEKI
TANAKA (CC BY-5A)

The tubes are arranged in four layers,
with each layer positioned at a right
angle to the one below. This grid layout
allows scientists to track the exact path
and angle of the incoming muons. Thick
layers of reinforced concrete are placed
between the tubes to ensure the
telescope only counts high-energy
muons that are strong enough to
penetrate the concrete. This is how
GRAPES-3 is able to produce a
high-resolution map of the invisible
cosmic forces affecting the earth.

3

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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Parameter
Full Form

Location

State

Established

Managed By

Purpose

Recent Research
International Collaboration
Journal Mentioned

Data Used

Details

Gamma Ray Astronomy PeV EnergieS Phase-3
(GRAPES-3)

GRAPES-3 Observatory

Tamil Nadu

2000

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR)
Study cosmic rays and muons

Monitoring upper atmosphere using muons
India + Japan

Astroparticle Physics

22 years



What are Cosmic Rays?

Feature Details

Definition High-energy particles coming from outer space
Source Sun, Supernovae, Black Holes, Galaxies
Composition Mostly protons

Speed Near speed of light

Discovered By Victor Hess (1912)

Nobel Prize Physics 1936

What are Muons?

Feature Details

Type Elementary particle

Family Lepton

Charge Negative

Mass 207 times electron

Created When Cosmic rays hit atmosphere
Lifetime About 2.2 microseconds

Can Penetrate Concrete, rocks, buildings



How GRAPES-3 Works?

Step

1

Structure of GRAPES-3

Feature

Modules

Counters per Module

Total Counters

Gas Used

Wire Used

Layers

Shielding

Process

Cosmic rays strike atmosphere

Muons are produced

Muons reach Earth

Detector records muons

Scientists study atmosphere & solar activity

Details

16

232

3712

Argon + Methane

Tungsten

Reinforced Concrete



Why is this Research Important?

Area Importance

Climate Science Monitor upper atmosphere

Space Weather Solar storms prediction

Aviation Radiation monitoring

Satellite Safety Space weather forecasting

Defence Communication disruption forecasting

Astronomy Cosmic ray studies
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What does Tenth Schedule
provide on party mergers?

Why has the misuse of the merger provision increased after the deletion of paragraph 3?

LETTER AND SPIRIT

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
s many as 20 rebel Trinamool
Congress MPs met the Lok
Sabha Speaker and announced
their decision to merge with
Nationalist Citizens Party of India (NCPI).
This has raised issues about the
interpretation of Tenth Schedule with
respect to merger of political parties.

What is the origin of Tenth Schedule?
The defections of legislators during 1960s
and 70s from their parent parties created
political instability in many States
bringing down elected governments. This
prompted the 52nd constitutional
amendment to introduce the
‘anti-defection’ law through the Tenth
Schedule in 1985. This Schedule provides

that a member of a House of Parliament
or State legislature who voluntarily gives
up the membership of their ‘political
party’ or votes against the instructions of
their party in a House are liable for
disqualification from such House. The
‘political party’ is the entire organisation
of a party, while the ‘legislature party’ is
all the members of a political party ina
House of Parliament or State legislature.

The Tenth Schedule originally had two
exceptions that would not render the
members liable for disqualification viz.,
one-third of members of the ‘legislature
party’ splitting to form a separate group
(paragraph 3), or a merger of their
‘political party” with another party that is
approved by two-thirds of the members of
its ‘legislature party’ (paragraph 4).
However, considering the need to
strengthen the ‘anti-defection’ law,
paragraph 3 was omitted in 2003.

With the deletion of paragraph 3, there
have been instances of two-third

members of a legislature party
‘practically’ defecting but claiming to be
the original political party in order to
escape disqualification. This happened in
the case of Shiv Sena and Nationalist
Congress Party in June 2022 and July 2023
respectively.

There have also been instances where
more than two-third members of a
‘legislature party’ in a house have merged
themselves with another political party to
escape disqualification. This happened in
September 2019 (in Rajasthan) when all 6
Bahujan Samajwadi Party MLAs merged
themselves with the Congress and in
September 2022 (in Goa) when 8 out of
the 11 Congress MLAs merged themselves
with the BJP. The Bombay High Court
upheld the merger of Goa's Congress
Legislature Party with the BJP, though an
appeal is pending in the apex court. A
similar move occurred in April 2026 when
7 of 10 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs merged with
the BJP.

What is the present case in Bengal?
After the recent West Bengal polls,
around 60 of the 80 MLAs elected from
Trinamool Congress formed a separate
faction led by Ritabrata Banerjee, who
was recognised as the Leader of
Opposition in the State Assembly even
after the party expelled him. Meanwhile,
20 of the 28 Lok Sabha MPs have
submitted their decision to the Lok Sabha
Speaker to merge themselves with the
NCPI. Their claim is that they constitute
two-thirds of the legislature party and are
hence authorised to take this step under
the provisions of the Tenth Schedule
without attracting disqualification.

What may be way forward?

A plain reading of the Tenth Schedule
allows only for merger of a political party
with another party that is approved by
two-thirds of its legislature party. It does
not authorise two-thirds of the legislature
party in a house to merge itself with
another political party to claim immunity
from defection. However, in the recent
instance with respect to proposed merger
of Trinamool Lok Sabha MPs with NCPI as
well as the merger of Rajya Sabha MPs of
AAP with the BJP, this is what has
happened. It is also subject to
interpretation whether a merger of an
‘original political party’ can happen only
with another political party that already
has members in the legislative house,
Moreover, the authority to decide on the

disqualification of members is vested in
the Speaker or Chairman. While they are
expected to perform this constitutional
role impartially, the presiding officers
have often favoured the ruling
dispensation. The Supreme Court in K. M.
Singh case in 2020, recommended that
the Parliament amend the Constitution to
vest these powers in an independent
tribunal headed by judges.

An authoritative Supreme Court
judgement in the matters of merger and
setting up of an independent tribunal to
decide on disqualification may reduce the
ambiguities surrounding the Tenth
Schedule. However, it may not prevent
the ingenious methods adopted by
political parties to circumvent the Tenth
Schedule. Any such manoeuvres may be
viewed as a betrayal of the electorate by
the elected representatives. A stricter
measure, as recommended by the Law
commission in 1999, could be to amend
the Tenth Schedule and delete paragraph
4 that provides exemption from
disqualification for merger of political
parties. Any action by elected members of
a legislature party against their political
party should lead to disqualification that
results in seeking fresh mandate from the
people.

Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified". He currently trains at ‘Officers
[AS Academy’. Views expressed are
personal.



Topic Details

Anti-Defection Law Tenth Schedule

Added By 52nd Constitutional Amendment Act
Year 1985

Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi

Objective Prevent political defections

Disqualification Authority Speaker/Chairman

Judicial Review Allowed (1992)

Major Amendment 91st Constitutional Amendment, 2003




Constitutional Amendments Asked Frequently

Amendment Year
52nd Amendment 1985
91st Amendment 2003

What is Defection?

Situation

Voluntarily giving up party membership

Voting against party whip

Abstaining against whip

Independent member joining party after election

Nominated member joining party after six months

Importance

Added Tenth Schedule

Removed split provision

Disqualified?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes



Original Exceptions (1985)

Before 2003

Provision Requirement

Split One-third members
Merger Two-thirds members
Exam Fact

Split provision removed in 2003

Current Position (After 91st Amendment)

Provision Status
Split (1/3rd) X Removed
Merger (2/3rd) 4 Allowed

Merger Rule under Tenth Schedule

To avoid disqualification:

Condition Requirement

Merger of original political party Required

Support of legislature party Minimum 2/3 members



Formula

Total Members

30

60

90

300

Required for Merger

20

40

60

200

Landmark Supreme Court Cases

Year

1992

2020

2020

Case

Kihoto Hollohan Case

Importance

Judicial review allowed

Speaker should decide within reasonable period

Suggested tribunal instead of Speaker



2019

2022
2022
2023

2026

Rajasthan

Goa
Maharashtra

Maharashtra

Parliament

BSP MLAs merged with Congress

Congress MLAs joined BJP
Shiv Sena split crisis
NCP split controversy

TMC-NCPI merger claim (current
issue)




Word of the day

Salvo:

an outburst resembling the discharge of firearms
or the release of bombs a sudden outburst of
cheers

Synonyms: volley, Burst

Usa €. The jets dropped a salvo of bombs
over the target area. There was a sudden salvo of
approval.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/salvo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ['seel.vau/
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