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“You do not write your life with words...You write it with
actions. What you think is not important. It is only important

what you do.”
— Patrick Ness, A Monster Calls
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New fellowship
to bolster research
in State universities

NEW DELHI

To tap into the expertise of
retired scientists, the Anu-
sandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF)
~ the newly constituted bo-
dy for funding scientific re-
search — has announced
the Prime  Minister
Professorships.

Each selected Professor
will receive an annual fel-
lowship of ¥30 lakh, along
with ¥24 lakh as a research
grant for consumables,
domestic travel, contingen-
cies, equipment and other
expenses, An overhead of
¥l lakh a year has also been
provisioned.

The Science and Engi-
neering Research Board
(SERB), now subsumed un-
der the ANRF, had earlier
administered the SERB Dis-
tinguished Fellowship for
retired scientists. That
scheme offered a research
grant of 20 lakh per an-
num and a monthly fellow-
ship of 60,000.

Unlike previous fellow-
ships, the new initiative is
also open to overseas
scientists, including Non-
Resident Indians, Persons
of Indian Origin, and Over-
seas Citizens of India. Addi-
tionally, professionals from
industry and experienced
Professors of Practice with
a "distinguished record” of
research and innovation
are eligible to apply.

Unlike previous
fellowships, the new
initiative by the
ANRF is also open to
overseas scientists

A key distinction of the
new programme is that re-
cipients must be based at
State universities that qual-
ify as “spoke” institutions
under Category A of the re-
cently introduced Promot-
ing Advanced and Inclu-
sive  Research (PAIR)
programme of the ANRF.

The PAIR initiative links
universities with nascent
research ecosystems to
top-tier institutions in a
mentorship arrangement.
Select Central universities,
National Institutes of Tech-
nology and Indian Inst-
tutes of Information Tech-
nology have been classified
as “spoke” institutions,
while institutions ranked
25 or below in the National
mework are designated as
“hubs”.

“Applicants with strong
research credentials must
be actively involved in re-
search and innovation ac-
tivities, and demonstrate a
strong commitment to
mentor faculty at the eligi-
ble State universities
where research and inno-
vation is still at a nascent
stage,” stated a note an-
nouncing the fellowship.




* Introduction
* New fellowship launched to enhance research in State universities.

* |nitiated by the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF).

 Key Features

» Eligibility: Open to retired scientists, Non-Resident Indians, Persons of Indian Origin, Overseas

Citizens of India, and industry professionals.
* Funding:
» 330 lakh fellowship, including ¥24 lakh as research grant.
» Covers consumables, domestic travel, contingencies, equipment, and other expenses.

» 31lakh annually provided over 5 years.

* Unique Aspect: Open to overseas scientists, unlike previous fellowships.

* Professorship: Prime Minister Professorships announced.



* Implementation

Managed by the Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB).
Extends the SERB Distinguished Fellowship for retired scientists.

Research grant of ¥20 lakh per annum and 60,000 monthly fellowship.

» PAIR Program

Promotes Advanced and Inclusive Research (PAIR).
Links State universities with top-tier institutions (e.g., lITs, NITs, [IMs) for mentorship.
"Spoke" institutions include top 25 ranked institutions; others are "hubs".

Applicants must demonstrate research credentials and mentor faculty.



» |ndia has a rich history of scientific contributions (e.g., Aryabhata, Susruta), but post-

independence, research funding and infrastructure lagged.
» Establishment of SERB in 2007 and ANRF in 2023 reflects a renewed focus on indigenous
research.
Geographical Context

» Program targets State universities across India, addressing regional disparities in research

facilities.
* Focus on Non-Resident Indians and overseas citizens leverages global Indian diaspora,
particularly from the US and UK.
Political Context

* Launched under the Modi government, aligning with the "Make in India" and "Atmanirbhar

Bharat" initiatives.

» Aims to strengthen State institutions, a key political promise for equitable development.



Question: Which of the following States is most likely to benefit from the ANRF fellowship program due
to its large number of State universities and growing research ecosystem?

A) Uttar Pradesh

B) Kerala

C) Rajasthan

D) Assam



Wearlmsibay, July W, o8
pony

" v
month bow of 2.1%
wrve i
mrnl o hmum

ke,
i b s (B, Thoee 1
wit 108 s, it nl--uuunl\uml .|-.nas;.
Pood Inition. Koe exarpl, suw & &

Az, althenigh Dt 1o i o smsornal effect meher
AHAN & KErUCTUrsl one. wndd bevers)
- ;m:l oo m;

asllegn, wnnel v
e n—nhh Vi Gl Y, 106,

The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

Tow Baapar e £ fha's wossissnilong
ST 11y Mo B 10 PV )
Addolescents (May 20255 1w ramarkabily
sxampl .wmu AU TvIRiIg N
aanca by e )i volee of e Vounig
y U wxlenninal vase

mnnulm
oy
s <plmtrimd

T 148 ol e €
1Y AROTOTICS OFL A YOI 1)
i

U ol

LOE SeCHION 6, Protetion of Childien rom
Suxinl Offencan GOCH0) At Thi coms ivolved o
1-yainr-obd giel rom rural West iangal who left
e Bowmw e with 4 25-vowrokd man, The

Uil udkow dysies wia aod i Toiwithins ey fon
thouh alvs stayed 1) & sheltor and wita
% iggalin b b Wil l

J

W0 i , Anhuita
urvvillance from har fmily. They o marrsed Sattanavak
A Bt o chid i 2ou v gt d W 17, e
Wils arrested W(IW"W and tried for g e
PR IR

g,
vy g A .....n....
oo ---nn’ sulgrlomursens of e giel Iy

WO, W Ee R C Bk Bags, e RORCRO
Apecil COUP wise Sommtralned by Mringant bips!
’unvw«u Dt AT [ dwcabend T 260 yoais

y s Skl miriad - have b
Sregrelh Aomat n s

ST el Sty Sumrytiing olae th

T loachn 10 A Lipor ot m

o0 that hias been weked several timan befor

the hea ty

nshines ¢
A, werlply
Conwme r'mm nduex (€ I‘I). mnmn. thw -mv

¥ an o n
B 1110 Neadling niibel. Tho MCont Houwhold
Conmimption. Expanditvre e
g iaes & mch analler shave

30% I the expenditure of houkstvolds, hrlnulnﬁ
Wi 701wkt of Rl cerwm 0 NI Wi thin Wi

ullow thw ovarall €IV to be rore repron
T |vr ’Ill! et with

i Far o 2 & st
Tocant time portod, and the weights of tive die
PN CHgOTHN e WIso Dl Tevisod T -
AT® CAINOL TAPSRIT TA0E SHOWEE, AN FVWE 1HoT-
wry policy s currently dependem
emndlmiedd aned o
mumim- " ‘l ll‘)L:ﬂﬂl‘l not l ﬁl muwd by

e The Iule on
Akl 14 cliin s 16 L
i ot & P Ot

\hmh. und

More than symbolic
Lazatsdathys rosaenrres Lo cuckyunbiibtby.

fooed btake are o must

i wolconie o, the Health Mainy has
l vt wll .(Mnm\ﬂl\l \l'J‘\ll"llvl“I e

iy (0 tiea
WO months after o hhk -lrouu-l AII nmllnlnl
-.lmm o -nmn-h “ungar b
and e 0 AUgar 10tk ol (lllld'
Wil tiwy Infur"u!lnn o the recommanded dally
AL § e ely o
ot siabn  avmrinind wlm:‘-w‘
g b v

Wion Nt grvvide eviduions of e -. Wbty
wonds Ilh'll Asinthe N'I > \.ll‘ obenity had
Incrowsed from o 24% ln IMn anc
fro BN s AW wunlllrnl 008
06.and 201621, Siwe the wrount of ol g migar

s TosBains vt bs et st et aned, henen, of
oan verloukesd - e Dby will me v G L
Ve Ir el et s Cvinnl el
sk ik the plcsorial warnios o
e Hhorwave
a0t biring At
M Lhe absons of

Ll

l

N‘nﬂhlv e v b Al

eres of ittty o G coslidoon.

Also, Iuvy!llq lnitllllunnl AR o0 ﬁm(l N

with high levebs of fur,

farthers vedues A
o "t

s
w Food Kately
N o T FRHAT) Slargyolis
Bl W Kosubred o e .nwudnl T 1w Doy of
front-of pack labwhing wnd ducallod nuuwioe -
Pt Pl FSAAT (Pachkangig ane Lt g Reg-
ulation wi armwnded in 2020, on July 13, the si-

ol ey o
Ny i

-

ywilley, Ve
o

e an G
ly found thao wunluu Mabwls wlrv .
’ulmld Wi ullwv forms (If 'Nn\\ of-pack Inbel
b1y sinhalvtny A weaky by (e
l MR-NIN |n||nd tha wummu lnl‘-lll lindl el
v Pt dertor (he o o
(u.-u ‘Meraiiion 1
Y apmenitiad il ve
l‘\‘y o vtk Wikl 3vk

e lbor ataky lweAy
Bl vy Wil

o 2023, during she oy sppenl, the Culow
o WAt
- Ao Taghy and
 Whilbe iy B e
ated the

s
mn‘ Joft vt
wi

Al el lr bt wumigede whio

b TRt T P

comtinred an offence. Taking & “hum;

e inatter 10 do campleta Justice
war

e wppeLs wberiend o
Pt e it v b

e
AckolACOIA BRI “CUnTEOL GOMIA Urguiiilims
10 the ey oF sociecy siw (4 the loower (aici

zhie gtvor in 1o enjoy v mcwtsal gsvaure of lardly

Mt "
TARDRO £ MRS W Mot o R 10 T 1
Adodercmnts. W rostored the uccused's nl"vl:ll-\ﬂ
and cujestod :h- Sondepes of non-explolative

1o mged 14 yuars, wivd the

MONCH

i St oye Alo roTORMAS

n Al Xl acts
outivinal i viahie by e imaclioal

Mafiew Srallatog -l— “
s COUIT Cork i aCugn, BORILI U
SRy, try fracting We Sars b wppollll an
OKPUFCCOMIMIttos Commgriabig i ok al
PYCholoin, u sockal welernti, wnd 4 dmu
Wl fare s lThesr G e wiset e
wanied b con

o, I Acuiat Jexdd,

Vet
wma Wil

it T
PO AN the Court's nmam tan

Wik thve woltia reveslesd the havy oc
2 TATSCAAD Lo that Tiv b DAL Tad Tl o
ha mily anl {ha "Collective Milure of the
PRI ln |mmuw

Thwe C nl!l!l "w M(‘ll“l' oy
e bear T oty wtnass
&rs lm SPurae reatiunced St g m i

Toving fron Four b eourt \f Caaprarits Attampts
1o re or fumily. it conc uM tha

“ S |u.uc» I m-
neeused 1o ar o TP on e g st
U e e (e aceaimil ten bl (e waras s fewr

wall koo Ll Vi b Bhonrng

Wanthy Ehies IR ot el B Cenie
burrid diai cadna it umnu et
.

Lo n i
e uhabiltative provideons i the Juvens
hntion (Care and Protection of
Ly Wi Chuld Walfare Committus
that “no vicdn will lua Ilw lllll'lhm vn'llch the
"

s Alta, vt

b
intad (e e avation af Bty el vans.
A mm—. Bt of wiu

Ax the law ‘Of coneent ut 1h -

» the
T l'vm 012 bafore which It was 16
the Supremie Court, in b it Judpement, dsd

POE onVIRARE iy o explon stive consansml
an o

-

of

Falinithin Hehdh €t Tt~ kaw ssiador i Hie
idaurity of adaleacen ir1a Dy Cidthng o aa
yictie, thercby ronderirug tiwm voiceleas', ms

“ahcking”, M b PALOEIIRTRC apps onch)
unabile vo lnllllmt such sdoloscents s anyrhing
B v

Moot i wa st Comiiine 4 MmO

T
ol i 1 lmn-\- -Ihl Ilul
un--. Y triima on thi 1"'“‘“ i m

-
Preced IEH 04 103 COUTE cumet WAL (ke s
an el .I.o(-lllul " ane. HowWever,

e

ot from the relation Ilﬂm! from
court v her

1
Wl whvmby 0F 171N
A that ont of 7,
PO ol ininiie 1y Asaain, Mabis
Wkt IRl Dot wwen 2016 1 2010, 24
Inwabvrcl sty Celadicrialiige, willy K. of
VICHIT B ST o "“""g;" TOMTITY Wggalat

the nocused. Another sty un(l PauA
m-,uuum Liwinde 0 MOE TN 6,
POUSO ACT (rom the s umu 3 o0 (M 25.4%

'

YR
WL sl e Wiks ey 1)
OF Lo POCRO Ak, whille slennil

o bl ulnhn.vﬂu

oy |1 ATe Ve St
s an'umv Om mm HNII-MAI w l|ll1.|| " can
whatiig

Mt suichy wnwm- Whould was il |'|-
“

i
aauuuuulu.uum O AOMACONT NGRLIAL
TOCKO Adt T Judicanl

"
v, nm-uy. Ve A of
W aupporiive anvironment anad i cultural
capuialicy of k3 maviaun, &
14 4 'and ke ('lokvl
st
o e

are

it
explotative.
Voang poople wik unmv'ln Sy Aty i

gften aavarting theit m{ ough th very

e oitions uvaliable within putriar

Asivn. Wiile e II-M-I in e
W TN

Tt

WcRptiona AN the Ungsn RS Ror scriseiml
relem

Tl wywherm At vonblines b0 fall
With wnunnhh VAT, Ei Nh o o
e save (0 4N 1 b

Wk wx courcion, mod sexuil relanonships with
et 118 G o denu el s i '
Pucnablatin actcestm gy Ve a0t satives

Ively. Geieal N, 20 o

are

‘.:.y o Gmunirtas of .:I»;‘:‘:ug:. of the v:N‘Il-I Infeyently
crimmalizing sdoluscents eaplodiatise
Mctunity commenaual wnd lM'l cullltmutlvn wlllﬂ
vy

neor
1 b vevisiiod

o1y il bl bogial

1 T i
ayrem l.(mmmnn,‘ ll\nlll‘lllﬂlkm o
by

s [l MBI Jindie
1oeent CHIRA PrOTHETION RyRbame, mnum o ol
llﬂlu!- el it o " e
Vi atond b e seviis yoar sideal. However,

wuuuy i nnm- omu--ll
‘oection on
rieion 14 ok Sle b soktem

The U.S. established and extinguished multilateralism

Lakws, Disnalad

D maidnc
m It hy

lORIAT VIV AUPOCLE '
The current wper

Lirsitarnd Nk,  Winht W, ey

. lllll‘lll lll’“l"h of the Global sowth
Wit w will b \ Tht L1 b o
LML < OU

M
the ghobial ardar. 1the eymmetry of powet s alich
that thare was 110 oppis
MO 0 Pty
"Fhie BRICH n-uumum that compeisvd 3 pages
wnil el o ot
wgenhems o inaliibal

E

o
sl sl T oy B R T
oty ten 1 the table for awoklng conceaslons,
AN HOEAAR G

The Us,
M Ty

ek
T Bty i ak xun 10RO i

that LLE. connot shape o new commaon global
rkTle: To00 Tk imeal Melaront e (1o V113, Iewn

I AeEAAMTICMITICY aid COTAL [ENOT

IR g e wi [

R
puulm H, whi h " kTl Kisde GF the cali.
0 kbt 253 Yory. the world has beconie
framd nmmu«s Ak e spdheros of nfheence,
rache anet fancinl sunctons provide i o
At 0 e
HIOAL IR A o bl
78 ywnre of i
i anend Ly Faw [
\\h-lh .L-& his unt of thux heive 1din with
s yonm e puu-uul " Iw <
he thus

apies fur
N vt el il for the
ha U5 by 387 " With E30tal HifRsatics Iesstd on Ghobsal Senth

Al o sl
Fitin neests
(rmo & now

leacduantijs uf the Cikibal nothr vhie anawe! e iy
el s of

PAGRA BRIy AN

Thons i
nmnn umnl Lm.,wum
u‘ Globsl South can no
Ao B ATYAAL STOAIAN 0 ikl bl b dhe

LN indis needs thalr suppor in el
st

namely, noutcaliny
I A R e core
0 Itn owe wvmu numn
e challarus

PRI A e ol

Asban Matkina.
Stmdlively, e loas Of SXParts (o m- un, o

wxample, stool, can be by

ATy

wesured wlectricity and »

T G

IV GO Al

sl e alie aloni inakos

gt growth
A, Bl intrinabs stranigth s boing ar the

ToraProne of the fe b s ial revelorion, s
s chsptar 0 urmim devwlopnent. According
1o v Woe Lk Iniwilectal Peopuerty Organbstio
Finatlin T srvrstabanns Hi LK. il G iy
rrr of Gl pratwnts pobsishid, aned in o
AT Bk il JE AR Al

War vl .
1t fon PLANCE o9 IN1ORTLGd Al
aellsten, miwsilics. drones wnd cybar.

l- ||III e b MMA:“J-!M, In-“. o
wy 0 b % @bl il o
AAIMG 5 ALDMARTIM Roddie 4 o
forcaa atud Imparted 14 plnlmml. ving
fimxibitiey I @orelin pollcy and spin-ofts for

Vifvh, tctha fn ol -mmlv revisiting the 1 has
it Tl b o
.uhlnmh 10 gl | Torcua it WeWSh. Ui

Thwlistsnn M HAbnach Riniivx anserthy
LOO Y .n\l Chibia ahosdad i
0

duu-nnwn Of A oAt onal

favourably received by Chins I\-l I pm-uu.-l.a
winh Tatwar woad i rvl -«lulln M Town
Tihidiin Walers Towity, whoss 1
A, POV § e e
AR AT 10 b 5 o 3
WM Do & BOciatve ategr 6o wortling e intormational
Daider i )nuuun Aid Kl The ieal leeon
(100 O Mo o0r L v Oldost 00 I
military hmoz Mnl:!m lu-: |n Iuwwlm u'nn
O e kA

0ot b miliary nnhmnn

ppm- ity
Tk Tovabii by JExa

s oIy 0 hevikalion tit tlabal
o
Tesctie Entlaetive AT by the G-77

pueking buenatits from (he -7, e futurs llos 1n
Whur g promper ity by ceoriening v and vl
Al i B i in b

i
solumic .mn bt 0o wiak
" llhwr- i 1SS0,

LT'TERS TO

I EDITOR

Inflatian duwn Anveranet ¢inplayees
in Indie, the derk restity ot rummnial,
il

riifary peopte do nat find
Tomured pricmn slhippining fi
AGAT (L SV Whon
reports sy Inflation has
canme dawi (rage 1, July

n,«-..»«

Barje Bevi
AN W0 @04 10 Indinn
cinuma with the nowN ot

Thir Tatinn rates (ulessa
o ot et e

it bl Tomisle
Lars, whiis mwsrmiessed
TwViEion of e DA of |

INiun cinuma hos losm one
Wl i T e st
Aot acton Bha war'd
A, Bty arel
ark

o vl

yeruan presen:

Al Jowallery ihal s
e Decarie o trend sod

Corventinne & M-\o—-

iyl i e days. B will
g on in our hearta

Frasyu, e o

Raran otia

Thia ikt will K AT bn
L The Tamil lm (rateenity

nmu.l .

Il W
PR o U et
o

Faradiuny U 1o SAaa g it NS A 1 g Wb | B (e, Boly
0

Abans s s oo g 1 world, with hor
" Coah ..............ﬁ epessun’ Lty Lh 30081 damifesring presence and
wre man mature 3
Vokerradt 16 #4 batoms FLANOVIS I g, A4 o4 bSO SmiA, Mo




The issue with criminalising all adolescent relationships

he Supreme Court of India’s sentencing
Judgment In Re; Right to Privacy of
Adolescents (May 2025) is a remarkable
example of the Court revisiting its
stance by prioritising the voice of the young

extraordinary
under Article 142 of the Constitution,
and did not Impose any sentence on a Young man

Sexual Offiences (POCSO) Act. The case involved a
M-year-old girl from rural West Bengal who left
her home to be with a 25-year-old man, The
criminal justice system was set in motion by her
mother. Although she stayed in a shelter and was
restored to her mother, she left again to be with
the man due to stigma, humiliation, and
surveillance from ber family. They got married
and had a child in 2021 - when the girl was 17. He
was arrested subsequently and for
kidnapping, rape, aggravated penetrative sexual
assault, andchﬂd marriage,

Despite noting the helplessness of the girl in
court, with the child on her lap, the POCSO
Special Court was constrained by stringent legal
:;uvlﬂot-' and sentenced the accused to 20 years

prisonment,

In 2022, during the appeal, the Calcutta High
Court recognised her distress - cut-off by her
family and left to care for the baby and a
mother-in-law with cancer, while fighting for the
release of her partner, It noted the
nodomnmchdwundomncmplewho
did not understand that their relstionship
constituted an offence. Taking a “humane view of
the matter to do complete justice” d\em@c«m
reversed the Jower court's conviction, Whi

adolescents should “control sexual urge/urges as
in the eyes of society she is the loaser {sic] when

she gives in to enjoy the sexual pleasure of hardly
two minutes”.

court’s intervention
media outrage over these remarks, the
Supreme Court, in December 2023 took up the
matter suo moty in Re: the Right to Privacy of
Adokurnu It restored the acoused's conviction
and the concepts of “non-exploitative™
sexual acts with a minor aged M years, and the

wu:wnmnmu:mdﬂndﬁld
under the UNCRC, exhorts States to “avoid
adolescents of simikar ages for

criminalizing
Mmlﬂm&p&iﬁvzm

i85 logal researcher
on child protection

Is a legal researcher
on child protection

The POCSO
Act’s blanket
assumption that
all sexual acts
Involving
adolescents are
Iinherently
explodtative
needs

1o be revisited

Before fimalising the sentence, in August 2024,
the Court took a step, befitting the case’s
complexity, by directing the state to appoint an

- now an adult — wanted to continue lving with
the accused or preferred to accept benefits
offered by the State Government. The
committee’s report and the Court's interaction
with the woman revealed the heavy emotional
and financial wll that the legal bastle had had on
the family and the “collective failure of the
systems” in protecting her.

The Court recognised the profournd irony at
the heart of this case. The young woman had
spent her sparse resources fighting for the
perpetrutor’s release, fulling into debt and
maving from court to court in desperate attempts
to reunite with her family, It concluded that
“sadly, true justice lies in not sentencing the
accused to undergo Impelsonment”, adding that
“If we send the accused to jall, the worse sufferer
will be the victim herself*

Both the High Court and Supreme Coart
barred their cases from being treated as
precedent, with the top court describing this as
an “extraordinary” case. However, empirical
studies suggest that adolescent relationghips,
especlally above 16 years, is not
a common reality, An Enfold study of 1,715
“romantic cases” showed that out of 7,064
POCSO judgments in Assam, Maharashtra and
West Bengal between 2016 to 2020, 24.3%
involved romantic relationships, with 82% of
victims n such cases refusing to testify against
the accused. Another study by Enfold and P394
an judicial trends in 264 cases under Section 6,
POCSO Act from these States found that 25.4%
invalved consensual relationships,

Vaﬁanlﬂyzcmhavemphaﬂedlhal

criminalising consensual sex was never the
objective of the POCSO Act, while scientific
studies confirm that sexual exploration Is normal

relationships under POCSO Act. This judiclal
reluctance reveals the limitations of case-by-case
exceptions and the urgent need for structural
reform.

contributed to her seven-year ordeal. However,

the Court's assumpeion that implementation of
the rehabilitative provistons under the juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
by the Child Welfare Committee would ensure
victim in the case had to face”, belies the
experience of many adolescent girls, who
routinely endure institutionalisation, humiliation
and the deprivation of liberty in such cases.

A victim, but of what?

As the law sets the age of consent at 18 - a
development from 2012 before which it was 16
the Supreme Court, in Its inltia judgment, did
not envisage any non-exploitative consensial

involving an adolescent. The
Supreme Court dismissed the observation of the
Calcutta High Court that “the law undermines the
identity of adolescent girls by casting them as
victims, thereby rendering them voiceless”, as
“shocking”, indicating a paternalistic approach
unable to imagine such adolescents as anything
but victims,

However, the expert Committee report
emphatically stated that “the law saw it as a
crime, the victim d&id not.... the legal crime did not
cause any trauma on this particular victim. It was
the consequences thereafter”, Her trauma
stemmed not from the relationship itself but from
police involvement, court proceedings, and her
struggle to secure her partner’s release while

adolesoent sexuality.

dacPOCSOAdmdusmmptmlhuallmual
acts imvolving adolescents are inherently

explodtative,
Yomgpeoplewlncbouemnwrymﬂﬂym

sructures. While consent may be flawed in such
mhhm&mmmsmw
and wheth Pp iented, thape
dnabtliymemdsecbolu and expand
options. True justice requires moving beyond
criminalising all adolescent relationships. Instead
it must recognise consent of those above 16 years
with conditions in which consent will be invalid
such as coercion, and sexual relationships with
persans in positions of trust and authority. it alo
necessitates addressing the root causes of
underage elopements and power imbalances in
intimate relationships, The Court’s direction to
the central government to consider measures for

comprehensive sexuality education, life-skills
training, emergency assistance, counselling
services and data collection on

these interventions, is a step in this direction,

+



¢ [Introduction

» Article discusses the Supreme Court of India's sentencing of a juvenile (May 2025) for a
relationship with a 14-year-old girl, raising concerns about criminalising adolescent

relationships.

* Key Issues

* Legal Context: Under Article 142 of the Constitution, the court convicted the juvenile, citing the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 2012.

* Case Details: Involved a 14-year-old girl and a 15-year-old boy in a consensual relationship,

leading to a conviction despite mutual consent.

* Court’s Decision: High Court reversed the lower court’s conviction, but the Supreme Court

upheld it, emphasizing POCSO provisions.



e Arguments

*» Pro-Criminalisation: Protects minors from exploitation, aligning with international conventior

(e.g., UNCRC).

» Anti-Criminalisation: Criminalising consensual adolescent relationships violates privacy and

autonomy, especially when both parties are close in age.

* Judicial Perspectives

» High Court and Supreme Court: Differing views—High Court favored consent, while Suprem

Court prioritized POCSO strictness.

» Criticism: Legal experts argue POCSO’s broad application may harm adolescent developmen

« Systemic Concerns

» POCSO Act’s blanket approach fails to distinguish consensual relationships from abuse.

» Lack of age-specific guidelines leads to unjust convictions.



» Recommendations
¢ Need for revisiting POCSO to accommodate consensual adolescent relationships.

« Emphasis on education and awareness over criminalisation.

Contextual Facts for UPSC CSE Exam
e Historical Context

» POCSO Act 2012 was enacted post-Nirbhaya case (2012) to strengthen child protection laws,

reflecting India’s response to rising sexual violence.

* Evolution of juvenile justice from the Juvenile Justice Act 1986 to the JJ Act 2015 shows a shift

toward rehabilitation.

» Geographical Context

e Case occurred in West Bengal, highlighting regional variations in legal interpretation and

enforcement.

* Urban-rural divide affects awareness and application of POCSO.



Question: In which State was the case discussed in the article, involving the criminalisation of
adolescent relationships under POCSO, adjudicated?
A) Maharashtra

B) West Bengal

C) Tamil Nadu

D) Karnataka
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Unregulated tourism, mass unrest
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Unregulated tourism, mass unrest

The data for the charts were sourced from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union, and Our World In

Data. The latest available data was taken for all the charts

Chart 2: The European Union’s Harmonised Index of Consumer Prices (HICP),
Owner-Occupied Housing Price Index (OOHPI) and Housing Price Index (HPI) —all

measures of inflation — for the 2011-2022 period
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Chart 4: Inbound tourism expenditure, tourists who stay overnight, and
same-day visitors (%) for select countries in the EU for the year 2022
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Chart 1: The contribution of tourism to the

| GDP in select European countries
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Chart 3: Italy, Portugal and Spain’s share in the
EU’s tourism-related accommodations, hotel
beds and tourist nights spent (2023)
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Chart 4: Inbound tourism expenditure, tourists who stay overnight, and
same-day visitors (%) for select countries in the EU for the year 2022
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Chart 5: Italy, Portugal and Spain’s share in
the EU’s tourism-related businesses (2022)
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Niranjana VB is interning with The Hindu Data Team
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Lowest innings totals in Tests
1. 26 New Zealand vs England,
Auckland, 1955

2. 27 West Indies vs Australia,
Kingston, 2025

3. 30 South Africa vs England,
Ggeberha, 1896

4. 30 South Africa vs England,
Birmingham, 1924

5. 35 South Africa vs England,
Cape Town, 1899



Delhi leads in student
affordability, Mumbai
climbs to 98 in QS list

MANU KAUSHIK

New Delhi, July 15

DELHI HAS EMERGED as the
world’s most affordable city
for students, earning a near-
perfect score of 96,5 out of
100 in the latest QS Best Stu-
dent Cities Rankings. The
annual rankings evaluate the
best urban destinations for
international students, with
Delhi leading globally on
affordability.

All four Indian metros fea-
tured in the 2026 rankings —
Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore,
and Chennai — have
improved their positions
compared to last year. Mum-
bai has re-entered the global
top 100, climbing 15 spots to
reach #98. Within the Indian
cohort, Delhi rose seven
places to rank #104, while
Bangalore recorded the
sharpest jump among Indian
cities, soaring 22 places to
#£108. Chennai also advanced
significantly, rising 12 posi-
tionsto #128,

The QS Best Student Cities
Rankings assess cities using
six key indicators: QS univer-
sity rankings, student mix,
desirability, employer activity,
affordability, and student
view. Cities must have a pop-
ulation of over 250,000 and
be home to at least two insti-
tutions featured in the latest
QS World University Rankings
to qualify.

Alongside Delhi, Mumbai
and Bangalore also performed
strongly on affordability, plac-
ing all three cities within the
global top 15 in this category,
On the employer activity met-
ric, Delhi and Mumbai have

& 25
Seoul 1 3
Tokyo 2 2
London =3 1
Munich 4 4
Melboumne 5 %
Mumbai 98 113
Dethi 106 11
Chennai 128 140
broken into the global top 50,

indicating robust graduate
employment prospects. Ban-
galore registered the steepest
rise in this dimension, jump-
ing 41 places to rank #59
globally, while Chennai
climbed 29 spots, reflecting
Increasing  International
recognition of its graduates,
Jessica Turner, CEO of QS,

sald India's rise in the 2026
rankings reflects more than a
statistical improvement.“As
we approach the fifth
annlversary of the Natlonal
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
its focus on global engage-
ment, quality enhancement,
and student-centric leamning
is starting to bear fruit on the
international stage. In just ten
years, India has seen a 390%
increase in the number of uni-
versities featured in the QS
World University Rankings.
That kind of trajectory is rare,
and now we're seeing it
reflected at the city level too,"
she said,

The latest edition of the
rankings also highlights a
broader shift, with a majority
of Asian cities climbing in the
global standings. This year, 39
cities from the Asia-Pacific
region (excluding Australia
and New Zealand) were fea-
tured, including three new-
comers, Among the 34 Asian
cities ranked last year, 26
improved their positions in
the 2026 edition.

Several Asian cities also
achieved their highest-ever
rankings, including Seoul
(#1), Kuala Lumpur{#12), Bei-
jing (#13),and Taipei (#14),
reinforcing the region's grow-
ing prominence as a global
hub for higher education.

Globally, Seoul has been
ranked the world's best stu-
dent city, overtaking London
and Tokyo, which held the top
spots In recent years. The
United States and United
Kingdom continue to domi-
nate in terms of representa-
tion,with 16citieseachin the
latest rankings,




» Delhi emerges as the world’s most affordable city for students, scoring 96.5 out of 100.

« Mumbai climbs 15 spots to rank #98 in the QS Best Student Cities Rankings 2026.

e Performance of Indian Cities

* Delhi: Leads globally in affordability, ranks #104 overall.

Mumbai: Re-enters top 100 at #98, up from 113.

Bangalore: Rises 22 places to #108.

Chennai: Advances to #128, up 12 positions.

All four Indian metros (Delhi, Mumbai, Bangalore, Chennai) improved over the last year.

* Ranking Metrics

* Assessed using six key indicators: student mix, desirability, employer activity, affordability, and

student view.

» Cities with over 250,000 population and at least two institutions in QS World University Rankings
qualify.



* Global Context
* Indian cities break into the global top 50 for affordability.
 Bangalore registers the steepest rise, jumping 41 places to rank #59 globally.

 Chennai climbs 29 spots, reflecting increasing international recognition.

e Broader Trends

* Asia-Pacific region, including India, shows significant growth, with 34 Asian cities ranked.

» Seoul (#1), Kuala Lumpur (#12), Beijing (#13), and Taipei (#14) lead Asian rankings.

» India’s rise attributed to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 focus on global engagement

and quality enhancement.




India’s First Digital
Nomad Village Launch




The village of Yakten in
Sikkim’s Pakyong district
was declared India’s first
digital nomad village.

This initiative was
launched to create a
sustainable remote work
hub in the Himalayas.

It aims to support local
homestay owners with
steady income and attract
digital professionals from
across India and abroad.




India Launches First Weather
Derivatives Market



India has taken a major step in climate risk management by
launching its first weather derivatives market.

The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX)

partnered with the India Meteorological Department (IMD) to
introduce these innovative financial instruments.

Weather derivatives allow farmers, businesses, and financial

institutions to hedge against weather-related uncertainties.

This initiative aims to enhance resilience, improve planning,
and support investment in weather-sensitive sectors.




AH-64E Apache Helicopters



* India is set to receive the first batch of AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters from the US after a 15-month delay.

* The helicopters will be deployed at Jodhpur for border security
operations
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What iS AH- e The AH-64E Apache is a multi-role combat helicopter

developed by Boeing, built for high-intensity warfare,

64E AaChe especially in network-centric and multi-domain

environments. It is one of the most advanced and lethal

HEIiCOte r? attack helicopters in the world.

e Manufacturer: Boeing, USA

DeVEIO Ed B : e Inducted by US Army: Since 1984 (Apache AH-64A)




 Key Features:

* Sensor-Driven Targeting: Equipped with Longbow radar, thermal imaging,
and night vision; detects 256 targets, prioritises 16 threats in seconds.

 Advanced Weaponry: Armed with 30mm chain gun, 70mm rockets, and
AGM-114 Hellfire missiles for anti-Armor and precision strikes.

 All-Weather, All-Terrain Ready: Operates in day/night, low visibility, high-
altitude and extreme weather conditions.




e Strategic Significance for India:

* Boost to Border Security: Enhances India’s strike capability along
western borders with Pakistan.

* Modernisation of Army Aviation: Complements existing IAF Apache
fleet and adds offensive capability to Army Aviation Corps.

* Interoperability with Allies: Ensures seamless coordination in joint
operations with the US and other QUAD forces.

* High-Precision, Low-Collateral Warfare: |deal for anti-armour missions,
counter-terrorism, and close air support.

* Symbol of Strategic Defence Ties: Strengthens India-US
military cooperation under foundational defence agreements.



https://www.insightsonindia.com/international-relations/bilateral-regional-and-global-groupings-and-agreements-involving-india-and-or-affecting-indias-interests/indo-pacific/quad/
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