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® “Your future isn’t built in
one big moment — it’s built in
the small choices you make
every single day.”
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New job guarantee plan to be supply-driven

Allocations will be capped and be determined by The new Bill gives Centre greater control over
the govt. based on ‘parameters’ not yet specified

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
T ment is set to intro-

duce the Viksit
Bharat — Guarantee For
Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-
sion (Gramin) Bill to re-
place the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment  Guarantee  Act
(MGNREGA), 2005 in the
Lok Sabha. The move will
mark a shift from a “de-
mand-driven framework”
to a  “supply-driven
scheme”.

Under the new system,
allocations will be capped
within a fixed budget de-
termined by the Union go-
vernment based on “pa-

rameters” not yet
specified.  Employment
will be provided only in ru-

ral areas notified by the
Centre.

While the VB-G RAM G
Bill increases the number
of guaranteed workdays
from 100 to 125, it signifi-
cantly raises the financial
burden on States from the

where and how the scheme is implemented

Framework change

The government has circulated the VB-G RAM G Bill to MPs, framing it as legislation to 'establish a
rural development framework aligned with the national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047'

Shifts from MGNREGA
to VB-G RAM G Bill

® Rights-based
employment
guarantee » Supply-
driven employment
and livelihood scheme
= 100 days of wage
employment

+ 125 days

= Flexible budget

-+ Budget cap

= Year-round
+ Seasonal pause
allowed

current 10% share to 40%
of total expenditure. The
government circulated the
Bill among MPs on Mon-
day, framing it as legisla-
tion to “establish a rural
development framework
aligned with the national
vision of Viksit Bharat
@2047".

Under the MGNREGA,
the Centre was responsible
for 100% of the labour wag-

J

| S 69%

States: « —

10

40.

Centre:

VB-G
RAM G

*Naorth-Eastem, Himaloyan Stotes,

and MK retain 50:10 ratio
'y

es and 75% of the material

In practice, this translat-
ed to a 90:10 cost share
between the Centre and
the States. However, Sec-
tion 22(2) of the Bill says
“the fund-sharing pattern
between the Union govern-
ment and the State govern-
ments shall be 90:10 for
the north-eastern States,
Himalayan States/Union

Territories (Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Jammu and Kashmir), and
60:40 for all other States
and Union Territories with
legislature”.

While this increases the
financial burden on States,
the new Bill gives the
Centre greater control over
where and how the
scheme will be implement-
ed. Section 4(5) says: “The

Opposition parties raise
questions over new Bill

The Hindu Bureau financial burden on States

NEW DELHI and dismantling the
rights-based architecture

The Opposition on of the law. “I don’t know

Monday raised questions what problem they have

about the Bill that seeksto  with Bapu's name. They

replace the Mahatma wanted to finish it because

Gandhi National Rural it was a Congress scheme,”

Employment Guarantee Congress MP Saptagiri

Act, ranging from the Ulaka said.

rationale behind removing

the name of Mahatma FULL REPORT

Gandhi to increasing the » PAGE4

Central government shall State but also decide

determine the State-wise  where it will be spent. Sec-

normative allocation for tion 5(1) empowers the Un-

each financial year, based
on objective parameters as
may be prescribed by the
Central government.” The
MGNREGA was demand-
based and allowed flexibili-
ty to increase the budget
based on need.

The Centre will not only
set the budget for each

ion government to “notify
rural areas in a State”
where the scheme will be
implemented.

The new Bill allows for
pausing the programme
during peak agricultural
seasons to “facilitate avail-
ability of labour”. Techno-
logical interventions intro-

Bill allows pausing of scheme during peak
season to ‘facilitate availability of labour’

duced under the
MGNREGA - such as mo-
bile app-based attendance,
Aadhaar-based payment
systems, and geotagging of
worksites — are now codi-
fied into law.

In its Statement of Ob-
jects and Reasons, the go-
vernment argues that the
MGNREGA needs to be re-
placed in view of the “sig-
nificant  socio-economic
transformation” in rural
India.

‘End of right to work’
Nikhil Dey, a founder
member of Mazdoor Kisan
Shakti Sangathan and one
of the architects of the
MGNREGA, criticised the
move, calling it a retreat
from the rights-based fra-
mework enjoyed for two
decades. “The new legisla-
tion takes the country back
to allocation-based
schemes where the Centre
plays a bigger role and the
beneficiary has little say. It
also places impractical fi-
nancial burden on the
States,” Mr. Dey said.



Framework change

The government has circulated the VB-G RAM G Bill to MPs, framing it as legislation to ‘establish a
rural development framework aligned with the national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047’

Shifts from MGNREGA States:
to VB-G RAM G Bill n—— 10..
® Rights-based ‘ Fund share
employment Centre: MGNREGA
guarantee » Supply- 90%
driven employment [
and livelihood scheme -
® 100 days of wage B States: ——=
employment 40%
- 125 days c
: tre:
® Flexible budget Genore
> Budget cap I %

m Year-round
- Seasonal pause
allowed

*North-Eastern, Himalayan States,
\. and J&K retain 90:10 ratio




.4 7. Greater Central Control
The Centre will decide how much allocation each State gets based on unspecified parameters.

&g Ug ad BT b TS 359 &t fhadt afer faat, st 3ndt smeifea a-e! ur smenfia gt

The Centre also gains control over where and how the scheme will be implemented.

&g B 98 AfBR W 8 S At gl 3k S ey bt smet

4 8. Scope of Work

Focus will shift to infrastructure, livelihood creation, skill development, and linked programmes.

BT BT BIeT AHd gfAarEt e, snsifasT g+, sl fasra ik sy atsnsh & g w g

4 9. Criticism and Concerns
Opposition questions removal of Mahatma Gandhi's name and dilution of legal rights.

fager A weTa mieh &1 A g 3R BT AR HH 8 U JaTd IB1T 2

Experts warn the Bill reduces the worker’s right to employment.

fadrazi &1 w1 & foh Ig fadass Aeigz & A5R ATEUBR B HHAR BT &

States fear increased financial pressure due to changed cost-sharing.

AN B 98 ANTA-ATER &b BRI G0l gara @4 &t 3120w 2|



Q. Which of the following is a key change under the VB-G RAM G Bill compared to MGNREGA?
VB-G RAM G fagkares & g3 &t g1 A T ufRad = wiq a1 8?

A. Legal right to demand work continues

A. BTH HIT BT BT 3EBR STRT I

B. Guaranteed workdays increased to 125

B. TREIpd B -feas 125 feg g &

C. Funding remains open-ended

C. WIS Fel-3idgid |

D. States' financial burden is reduced

D. 531 &1 fa<ta €t | g



Bill to catalyse
private sector
role in nuclear
power plants

Jacob Koshy
Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

The Centre introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Monday
the SHANTI Bill that aims
to incentivise private sec-
tor participation, both In-
dian and foreign, in nu-
clear power production.

It plans to replace In-
dia’s existing laws — the
Atomic Energy Act, 1962
and the Civil Liability for
Nuclear Damage (CLND)
Act, 2010 — with the Sus-
tainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear
energy for Transforming

India (SHANTYI) Bill, 2025.



» 1. What is the SHANTI Bill?

The SHANTI Bill aims to incentivise private sector participation, both Indian and foreign, in nuclear
power production.

SHANTI fG€iae BT 382 TRHIY] 35311 3cTGA | {1t &=, WRdta 3ik fageft g, &Y uriteRt &) Wicaifed &A1 2|

It replaces the Atomic Energy Act, 1962 and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010.
g 1962 & WRHV] FH311 3ifefFaw 3tk 2010 & URAY] &ifd AR giftic 3ifEifAaw &t 9ga Sar e

¢ 2. Why the Reform?
India’s nuclear sector has been state-controlled for decades, limiting capacity expansion.

VR ST URATY] &1 G2reh) & TehRI fAazror A 31 2, 5 armar gfg Fifia &

Private sector participation is expected to accelerate construction and reduce dependence on

imports.

fasit &= B vriter fAator & dsit 31 3maTd UR fAidar BH 61 A #eg Bl



« 3. Key Provisions of the Bill

A. Private Sector Allowed to Build and Operate Nuclear Plants

Companies can manufacture, build, and operate nuclear power plants under strict regulatory
oversight.

Hufial 3@ fFame AR & dgd W] 343 g41 3R e wdl 21

B. New Regulatory Structure
The Bill creates a new regulatory framework accountable to Parliament.

fatkas dag & wfd sraraee 98 fFame Jors! g41ar 21

It shifts powers away from the old Atomic Energy Regulatory Board.

T R TRAT] it e aié @ 3ifiieR gerar 81

C. Revised Civil Liability Framework
Suppliers’ liability limits are clarified; compensation rules are simplified.

Igfderaiai & gt & Fad woee &t 18 &; ganasn fAaw 3ve fisg me

Operators' liability is capped even in case of severe nuclear breach.

TR TRATY] SewieA Y fRRifd At sifader &) SRt @) wifdd fasar man 21



D. Ending Government Monopoly

The government’s monopoly over operating nuclear plants is removed.
URHTY] HAH JATAT R IRBR BT THIEDBR TATE fdar T 8|

E. Safety, Security & Emergency Protocol Strengthened

The Bill strengthens safety, security, safeguards, and emergency preparedness systems.

fadkaas gRem, TR, ABE 3R AMUTaHTE dIR! WOTTH! B 7oTgd Hdl &

F. Scaling Up Nuclear Capacity
India targets increasing nuclear capacity from 8.8 GW to 100 GW by 2047.
WRd 2047 dd TRHIY] &HdT B! 8.8 GW & daTd: 100 GW R BT 76 3T dT &

The government plans small modular reactors and advanced heavy-water reactors.

IBR Bl AlsgeRR ReaeR 31k 3+1d ¥iA Uit ReaeR fawiad & &t AisHr @dt 2|



Area
Atomic Energy
Currency & Minting

Railway Tracks

Defence Strategic
Assets
Space launch pads

Spectrum

Who Controls?
Central Govt only

Govt + RBI

Govt

Govt

ISRO
Govt

Why?

National security
Sovereignty
National transport
security

Military secrecy

Strategic control

Public resource



Q. Which of the following is a key feature of the SHANTI Bill, 2025?
"eA: SHANTI fagkras, 2025 61 U fadydr &iF 4t 82

A. Private sector is prohibited from nuclear power projects

A. 35T &3 &1 uRHTU] RT3 & g2 %M TR 8

B. Operators' and suppliers’ liability limits are clearly redefined

B. 3ifuRer 3R amyfdesal & giffiea AN Tee U A gAIRAIST &6t 78 &

C. Nuclear energy will remain a government monopoly

C. URHIY] 35511 IR TIBR BT ThIfEBR SR I

D. The CLND Act 2010 remains fully operational
D. 2010 &T CLND 31f&ifqas gt drg &y 8



Opposition raises several
questions regarding new
Bill proposed on rural jobs
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Raj Kumar Goyal

Raj Kumar
Goyal takes
oath as CIC; 8
more sworn in

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Mur-
mu on Monday adminis-
tered the oath of office to
former Indian Administra-
tive Service (IAS) officer
Raj Kumar Goyal as the
Chief Information Com-
missioner of the Central In-
formation Commission,
Mr. Goyal took charge and
administered the oath of
office to eight new Infor-
mation Commissioners in
the presence of two incum-
bent Information Commis-
sioners, Anandi Ramalin-
gam and Vinod Kumar
Tiwari

The new appointees are
Surendra Singh Meena,
Ashutosh Chaturvedi, Swa-
gat Das, Sudha Rani Relan-
gi, P.R. Ramesh, Khush-
want Singh Sethi, Jaya
Varma Sinha, and Sanjeev
Kumar Jindal. The Central
Information Commission,
set up under the RTI Act
with up to 10 members,
now has a full panel for the
first time in nine years.



Raj Kumar Goyal, former IAS officer, has been sworn in as the new Chief Information Commissioner
(CIC).
gd IAS 31fEBRI AT HHR TRIA A 9 G&I a1 3Ra (CIC) & w4 F 9 &t 81

The oath was administered by President Droupadi Murmu.

Isgufa ghudt g A 3= 2rger fears|

2. Appointment of New Information Commissioners

Eight new Information Commissioners were also sworn in on the same day.

33t & 316 T AT 3Rl A Hi 2raef wi |

The ceremony was attended by incumbent Commissioners Anandi Ramalingam and Vinod Kumar
Tiwari.

M2 FARIE H I HI MY 3¢l IRfeTH 3R faAlg AR faart +l w@isg 2



3. Names of New Information Commissioners

The newly appointed Information Commissioners are:
T fga T g ¢
e Surendra Singh Meena
g fag Hiom
e Ashutosh Chaturvedi
R[S TGIQT
¢ Swagat Das
WNTd <19
e Sudha Rani Relangi
e 3 Rt
e P.R. Ramesh
ul.31R. Ao
e Khushwant Singh Sethi
Ferad g 8t
e Jaya Varma Sinha
ST AT &=t
e Sanjeev Kumar Jindal

Tsita FAR foiga



4. Important Institutional Detail

The Central Information Commission (CIC) can have up to 10 members under the RTI Act.

RTI 31f€ifAam & d&d dbgia a1 30T (CIC) R 3ifeidhan 10 T & Idhd 2|

For the first time in nine years, the CIC now has a full panel of 10 members.

=t asf & ugeit IR CIC ® 10 TR &1 guf d°e g1 T 8l



Q. Which of the following statements is correct regarding the Central Information Commission (CIC)?

WA dsgid AT 3MANT (CIC) & Taer A {1 & @ BlF I dhe Fgt 82

A. CIC members are appointed by the Chief Justice of India
A. CIC TcxIY ot fAgfad VIRa & &1 =IRIeftel 6a &

B. CIC can have a maximum of 5 members under the RTI Act

B. RTI 3if&ifAaH & dgd CIC A 31f&icpdH 5 TS &l Jbd &

C. CIC is established under the RTI Act, 2005
C. CIC Y 19T RTI 3ifEifFaH 2005 & dgd &l TS &

D. CIC reports directly to the Prime Minister
D. CIC I wenaw=t &Y RiE a8
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The 2025 ICTP Prize has been awarded to Titas Chanda of lIT-Madras and Sthitadhi Roy of the
International Centre for Theoretical Sciences, Bengaluru.

2025 &7 ICTP REHR IIT-AgH & fadard et 3k 76 & gexreAd dez Bk foraRfcwrd argds & R da
P! Vg far T &1

The award recognises their exceptional contributions to quantum many-body physics and quantum

information science.

IE REBR FdicH At-gist vlfad! 3k daieq gat fasm & 39d 3™reRer aineF & fag fGar man g1

2. Why They Were Awarded

Their work has opened new directions in understanding non-equilibrium dynamics, quantum

correlations, and measurement-driven phase transitions.

3% BRI A R-Aqed fddt, FieH Tggatr 3R Ag-fAdfeid srazen AhHuT &) IHg | 78 S et 21

They study interacting quantum particles using ideas from condensed matter physics and quantum
information science.

a "ufdd ugref vifdd! 3ik Faied Ja fasm @ urd fGar) &1 3uahT Bk URWRE fiha1 637 aial daieH Holl
T eI B 2|



3. Importance of Their Research

The research is crucial for controlling quantum devices such as quantum computers and sensors.

IE 20ter FieH HreR 3R AR A daied Ul B fAifAd B & e 3cid Agayui 2|

Quantum many-body problems involve systems where behaviour cannot be explained by studying

one particle alone.

FaicH HAt-gist yonforal A 8R a7 Nfie gid & STal bad Tds B YT BT eI G fGeH B A8l IHE bl

4. Contributions of Titas Chanda

Titas Chanda works on quantum information science, quantum correlations, and open quantum

systems.

faara wier Faien a1 faaq, Faien gaad 3R 3itua aaien yonferal iR Brf &4 81

His work includes quantum batteries, communication protocols, and resource theories.

3961 B dicH defRAY, TaR Melhia dem dareq fagidl R Sfed 2l

He developed numerical tools and results relevant to quantum optics, cold atoms, and strongly
correlated systems.

3€l1 Faied 3iifEaw, ofta uAT] 3R AeTgd Teddftia yonferal & fae 3uahil d@arare 3uason 3k uRomy
fawfad fg g1



5. Contributions of Sthitadhi Roy

Sthitadhi Roy contributed to non-equilibrium dynamics of quantum many-body systems.

feranf 2 A aaien At-atet sonferat Y R -wiqer A & dher fear &1

His work includes measurement-induced phenomena, many-body localisation, and emergent phases

of quantum matter.

39®1 BRI A9T-NRa gearsl, d+t-aiet Miemrester 3k aaien ugrel & 3wra @Rl § onfide 21

His research includes results on hybrid quantum circuits and topological phases.

3% oiter # grefils Faien Afdbe 3Rk Siaiciea srawensit w Agaygef aftomy enfia &1

L4 6. About the ICTP Prize

The ICTP Prize is given annually since 1982 to young scientists from developing countries.

ICTP Q&R 1982 & & oY fawraeiter 221 & gar danfaewt &\ & simar 21

It carries a certificate and a cash award.
UE T YHIOTTH 3R A7E [REBR & Irel & simar 81

Past Indian winners include Mohit Kumar Jolly, Narendra Ojha, Amandeep Singh, Dhritiman Mandal,
Ashoke Sen, and G. Baskaran.

HRd & qd fastarsit & mifgd $HR e, A8 3iter, 3w fAg, yfanm dea, i 39 3Rk 5. aras enfae
r{

The award was started by Nobel laureate Abdus Salam.

U REBR &I BT Al REBR fastar gy T 3 &1 24t



Q. The ICTP Prize, recently in news, is awarded for contributions in which of the following fields?

UeA: gt € H Taf A @7 ICTP YIhR fA=1 ® @ fosd &3 A dvigF & fag fGar smar 82

A. Space technology
A. 3idfiel ddAle

B. Quantum many-body physics and theoretical physics

B. araicH At-giet Hifddst 3tk dgifde Hifdd!

C. Agricultural biotechnology

C. P sta vl

D. Marine ecosystem studies

D. It uiRfafddh! sreae




Delhi AQI hits 498; skyline
disappears into grey haze

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, December 15

A SHARP DROP in visibility
and haze-obscured skyline
marked another low for Delhi
on Monday as its AQI touched
498 in the morning and settled
at 427 by the evening, with air
quality in the hazardous
“severe”zone.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), 27 monitoring sta-
tions across the city recorded
“severe” air quality, while 12
stations reported “very poor”
levels. Wazirpur recorded the
worst airqualityamong the 40
stations, with an AQI of 475.
Data from the Air Quality
Early Warning System for
Delhi indicated that PM2.5
concentrationstood at 154.96
micrograms per cubic metre,
while PM10 levels were
recorded at 260.9 micrograms
per cubic metre.

As per the Decision Support
System for Air Quality Man-
agement in Delhi, transport

4 p

People at the Parliament House complex amid dense fog in

New Delhi on Monday

emerged as the major contrib-
utor to pollution at 3.079%,
followed by construction activ-
ities at 1.732% and stubble
burning at 0.218%.

SC to hear plea

The Supreme Court on
Monday said it will list for
hearingon December 17 aplea
related toworsening air pollu-
tion levels in Delhi-NCR. A

PTI

bench comprising Chief Justice
Surya Kant and justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pamcholi took note of the sub-
missions of senior advocate
Aprajita Singh,whoisassisting
it as an amicus curiae, that
though the preventive mea-
sures are there in place but
the key issue was of their
poor implementation by
the authorities.

Fog disrupts ops, 228
flights cancelled

Dense fog disrupted flight
operations at Delhi Airport on
Monday, with various airlines
cancelling 228 flights and
diverting fiveto nearbyairports
due to low visibility, an official
said. However, except for Air
India,which had inan X postin
the morning announced the
cancellation of some 40 flights,
no other airlines, including cri-
sis-hit IndiGo,shared the num-
bers of their cancelled or
delayed flights. “As many as
228 flights - 131 departures
and 97 arrivals - have been can-
celled due to low visibility, so
far,” the airport official said.

829 report severe
illnesses: Survey

A survey finds that 82% of
Delhi-NCR residents have one
or more people in their close
social network suffering from
severe health conditions that
they attribute to a long-term
exposure to air pollution.



4. Main Contributors to Pollution

Transport emerged as the major contributor at 30.79%.

ufRagd g&a ATgHdbdi 8T, 30.79% gl

Construction activities contributed 17.32%.

fautor nfafafer:=ny &1 ahreE 17.32% &I

Stubble burning contributed 2.18%.
WRIAT STATA BT ANTGH 2.18% ET|

5. Flight Disruptions

Dense fog combined with pollution caused cancellation of 228 flights at Delhi Airport.

T BIg? 3R UgHuT & BRI el gaTg3rg W 228 3I3M I HA1 Ut

131 departures and 97 arrivals were cancelled due to low visibility.
PH GIdT & BRUT 131 YR 3R 97 3MTHA 38 5 &5



6. Public Health Impact

A survey found that 82% of Delhi-NCR residents know someone suffering from pollution-linked

illnesses.

T AJ&OT A U 701 b fEewdl-NCR & 82% T QR fopdt carfard &bt id & o1 uqwor A 558t dimiai 21

Respiratory issues, asthma, eye irritation, fatigue, and headaches are widely reported.

2T FHIATY, 31FMT, 31 7 5Teid, b1 31k fAved sl ferprad @nus 9 A 5t 1

7. SC to Hear Plea

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear a petition on worsening pollution levels in Delhi-NCR on

December 17.

oA BIC fGowi-NCR A d@d YgHUT & ATH ! UR 17 fGHaR &1 Arfdest AT

The Court noted that preventive measures must be properly implemented.

31STAd A Bel fb AbATH IUTAY BT TEl e A UTdd g1 AIfge|



 AQl ranges from 0-500; 401-500 is classified as “Severe”.
AQI 0-500 TP BT 5; 401-500 “TTHR” goft 3|

* PM2.5 penetrates deep into lungs and bloodstream; safe limit is 60 pg/m? (24-hr).
PM2.5 BB ST 3R IFAURT H TGRS dP SITdl o; (eI HIAT 60 pg/m* &l

* Transport is the biggest contributor to Delhi pollution (=30%).

feeett Uguur &1 gad 98T Fd URRae § (=30%) |

 GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan) governs emergency anti-pollution measures in
Delhi.

SSWR%I_?[ aﬁsﬁwmmﬁwm)%ﬁﬁmwﬁﬁammﬁw




AQl Range
0-50
51-100
101-200
201-300

301-400

401-500

Category
Good
Satisfactory
Moderate
Poor

Very Poor

Severe

Impact

Minimal impact

Minor breathing discomfort
Discomfort for sensitive people
Breathing discomfort

Respiratory illness on prolonged exposure

Serious health impacts, even on healthy people



s SEp = Ao T EELSTEER

Q. Which of the following pollutants is the most harmful because it penetrates deepest into human
lungs?

ued: fA= A @ 514 1 Ugue T4 BB RS & Hifds Ig AId Bhs! A T3 TERTE ddb SI1dT 82

A. PM10
A. PM10

B. PM2.5
B. PM2.5

C. SO,
C. SO,

D. NO,
D. NO,




% INDIA’S FIRST 1.0
GHz MICROPROCESSOR —
DHRUV64



1. Major Milestone

India has developed its first indigenous 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core microprocessor named DHRUV64.

HRd A 37941 UgdT Wit 1.0 GHz, 64-fde §3rd-BR AIgHMIATR DHRUV64 fasfad faa 8

It marks a major step toward semiconductor self-reliance.

g 3eTaTeIh TcAfdr 6t fEem & v 921 BeH &1

2. Developed By

DHRUV64 has been developed by C-DAC (Centre for Development of Advanced Computing).
DHRUV64 &Y CDAC (3+1d HQfeT fash™ &g) gRI fadwfad faar R gl

It is part of India’s Microprocessor Development Programme.

Ig VRd &b HISHIVIRIAR fdhrd BrRihH &1 T 21



3. Key Capabilities

The processor operates at a clock speed of 1.0 GHz.
IE WIRAWR 1.0 GHz P Tl Wilg TR BTH FHaT &l

It is built on a modern 64-bit dual-core architecture.

IE YA 64-fdc Z3A-BR NfHeaR R 3MeRd &

It delivers high computational efficiency, enhanced multitasking, and improved system reliability.

IE 3T HrRILAAH G&IdT, IgaR Heetenwh 1 3R et g5 fven faaa-tadr ueH &=ar gl

It is suitable for demanding workloads while maintaining energy efficiency.

IE 35511 G&IAT I4T¢ IWd §T R BRIMR & T 3ugd 2|

4. Design Strengths

The design allows seamless integration with a wide range of external systems.

P11 fahi=1 a1gt yonferal & T1el TEsT ThidhRvT &t 3TgHfd qdT 2|

It is adaptable across multiple technology domains.

IE B3 dbATd! &A1 | AT &



Q. DHRUV64, recently in news, is:
wed: gTe & & wraf A 7@ DHRUV64 RIT 872

A. India’s first guantum communication satellite
A. Rd T Ul ddicH AR 3UUg

B. A 64-bit dual-core microprocessor developed by CDAC
B. CDAC gRI fdsfiid 64-fdc g31ed1-hR HIShIVIAIR

C. India’s first indigenous GPU
C. YRd &1 UgdT W2t GPU

D. A microcontroller for loT devices

D. loT 3UBUN & fiT HIShIbgleR



GOOGLE PROJECT
SUNCATCHER



1. What is Project Suncatcher?

Google has announced a long-term research initiative called Project Suncatcher to deploy solar-

powered data centres in space.

Google A Project Suncatcher ATH® T dlefbifoies 20el Ugd ) ENTUT &6 8, 5t aad 3idfier A Ik Haif
Tarfeid 21 AR Wfud HAT 2|

The goal is to move data-intensive infrastructure beyond Earth as Al computing demands continue to

rise.

SI®BT A8 TGdT Al BRIfST HiTl & BRUT STT-TgH aITa-T Bl geat @ IR RAFIdRd BT 8

2. Timeline

Experimental satellite launches are expected to begin by 2027.

RN 3UUE WETUT 2027 | & &1 &t IH1G 2



{4 3. What the Project Involves

The project will build satellite-based data centre prototypes powered entirely by solar energy.

g RS guia: TR a1t & defaa 3uye-3nenfRa a1 e Welersy gt

Satellites will use Google's Tensor Processing Units (TPUs) designed for large-scale machine

learning.

3IuUE 92 4R W Heflq @fAn & fAe 85+ f&T T Google & Tensor Processing Units (TPUs) &1 39dhT
Gl

Optical laser links between satellites will enable high-speed communication.

IUYE) & g IifEhd ARk fde Iw-1ad TaR T&H BT

These satellites will function like a distributed computing network in space.

3 3y siaiker ¥ vss faala dagfen Acad & avg &rf Bt

4. Technological Testing
Google plans to test radiation-resistant hardware capable of operating in harsh space environments.

Google fafdor-ufaiel grEdaR o1 udteror &3 3 Bk afker ardaraRor § & & 6|

Two prototype satellites are scheduled for launch in partnership with Planet Labs by early 2027.

3l WiEieTsd 3Uyg 2027 61 B3Td | Planet Labs & dgam & uafud fag smet|



Q. Project Suncatcher, recently in news, is related to:

vo: g1 &1 / Taf ® &7 Project Suncatcher fooaa Tdfeid &2

A. Space-based solar power satellites for electricity supply

A. faTeit amgfd & foig sfaRer amenRa IR 3t 3uug

B. Deployment of solar-powered satellite data centres by Google

B. Google gRT IR 33T Jafeid IUUE el Ae B dardt

C. NASA's asteroid mining programme

C. NASA & §[gUE T4 BRIBH

D. Europe's quantum internet satellite mission

D. JRIY I dicH §c1c 3Ulg fAeM



INDIA— ONE OF THE
WORLD’S MOST
OVERWORKED
COUNTRIES (ILO REPORT)



According to new ILO data (2024 assessment), India has emerged as one of the world’s most

overworked countries.

ILO & AT 31iwsl (2024 Hedich) & AR, HRA g1 & TR AHfEd BTH B a1at 32 f & T g7d2 IR &

2. Working Hours

Indian employees work an average of 45.7 hours per week.

HRA BHAR! 3itadd 45.7 T Ufd Id1g B Bd £

This places India among high-intensity labour economies such as Bangladesh, Mongolia, and Iran.

IE URA B ditere2l, Hmfaar 3R £ 312 3=7-2 digar aret 22 &6 it & Ferar 21

3. Global Comparison

The average working hours in developed economies have been steadily declining due to stronger

labour protections.

faepfad referazensi & HsTgd 219 JR&MM & BRUT 3ad BRI-HS (AR e R &

However, India’s working hours remain significantly higher.

Afded YRd § BRI-5e 379 Wl B1HT 3ifeib &



4. Impact on Workers

The data highlights increased burnout, declining well-being, and blurred boundaries between

professional and personal life.

321 9@d g4 3113¢, Ted TWRA-HeTvT 3iR B2aR g fAsit sita=T ol 13 & e g & grfar 21

Concerns are rising about mental health, stress, and productivity loss.

AT ® TR, d-1d 3R Idgdhdr & fiRiae & da: f&ars 98 & 81

5. Policy Implications

The report adds urgency to policy discussions on regulating work hours in a rapidly evolving

economy.

Ig FRUlé a5t @ geddt srefarazen & wrf-te) o) faffafid oA wR Fifa-Tda aaf &t 3ra2dedr B gerdl 21

Labour reforms and better workplace protections are becoming increasingly important.

o[H R 3R dgaR BRIz JRam dsit J Agayof & & &l



ILO (International Labour Organization) is a UN specialised agency founded in 1919.

ILO (ARSI 9 TIT5) T Mg ol T fafree gt g, foradst =1 1919 A g% ot

India is one of the founding members of the ILO.
YRd ILO & T TSl 1 & T 2l

ILO focuses on labour standards, social protection, and decent work.

ILO 29 HI-h!, AHIGIH JREMT 3R IS BRf UR &1 ST &

Average global work hours are generally lower in OECD nations.

OECD 22 # 3ifad ®wri-5ie 3rdangd & 81d 2|

India’s weekly working hours (45.7) are among the highest in the world.

YRd & ATdIfgd HrI-6e (45.7) gRar A aad sifds A &l



Q. According to the latest ILO data, India’s average weekly working hours are approximately:

U2A: ILO & AdlHaH 3iihs! & ITIR, HRA & 3iAd ATdifed BRI-He AN fdhda 82

A. 35 hours
A. 35¢

B. 40 hours
B. 40 8¢

C. 45.7 hours
C.45.7 &

D. 52 hours
D. 52 ¢



ANDHRA PRADESH —
NATIONAL ENERGY
CONSERVATION AWARD (2025)




Andhra Pradesh has won the prestigious National Energy Conservation Award for the fourth

consecutive year.

31igI U2l A AR Ttel af ufafssd Isgtar 3311 TEUT REBR itar g

This reaffirms its position as a national leader in energy efficiency.

IE A B H31l gaial B I Aqed ot AT Bt 3R Hatgad Bar el

2. Why Andhra Pradesh Was Awarded

The award reflects the State's sustained progress in implementing comprehensive energy
conservation measures.

UE REPR A gRT ATUD 35311 TRE(VT U & Tdd febaraad &t gaifar gl

Multiple sectors contributed—buildings, industries, municipal services, agriculture, DISCOMs, and

transport.

39 3udfed B Wad, 3aV, TR 418, PN, fSwpin 3tk uRaga 314 &3 &= &1 ahrgH @

Strong institutional coordination and policy-driven reforms played a key role.

H3Tgd R IH-ad 3R Aifd-3menfRa Gemy 7 agaaqof yfaeT g



National Energy Conservation Awards are presented annually on National Energy Conservation Day
(14 December).

AT 35371 JREIUT REHR fdas I 3311 TRe0T fEad (14 fGaeR) iR 3 31 &1

They are instituted by the Ministry of Power and the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE).
A RIBR faga vAtea 3R 3311 g&ra1 &R (BEE) R UgH g 311 &1

The awards recognise excellence in energy efficiency across sectors.

3 REBR fafi=1 31’ 3311 g&1d1 A 3cpted &l HI=IdT ad 8

Andhra Pradesh won the award for the 4th consecutive year in 2025.

31igr waer 4 2025 A @aR il a¥f I8 REBR Sitarl



Q. The National Energy Conservation Award is primarily associated with which of the following
bodies?

TR ISEI 35311 [REIUT YRIBR H&d: fhg Ten & ddfeid 82

A. Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change

A. 9ITaRUT, 99 Td STotarg IRadd HATd

B. Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of Power
B. 35311 G&IdT &} (BEE), fagd HATerx

C. NITI Aayog
C. =ifd smaT

D. Central Electricity Authority
D. ity fae[d unferaszor



SILISERH LAKE — INDIA’S
96th RAMSAR WETLAND
(2025)



Siliserh Lake in Alwar district of Rajasthan has been designated as a Ramsar site.

ISR &b TR f5iat b} fAfAIR 2ied B IHER T1ge 1ifSd fpar man 21

It has become India’s 96th wetland of international importance.

g WRA I 964l ARSI HEcd Bt 3T 949 7S 81

2. Announcement
The recognition was granted under the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention).

g HIRIAT AT TfEl (TR BAAA) & dgd WgH Bl 7S 2|

It reflects India’s growing commitment to conserving ecologically significant water bodies.

g VRd ! UilRRRelfde ®9 & Hgayqul sid e & TRev1 & Ufd aedl ufdagar & grfar 81

3. Other Newly Added Site

Along with Siliserh Lake, Kopra Reservoir in Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh has also been added to

the Ramsar list.

fafaaR sie & Trel-arel sataTe & f[TAaqR f5iat & BIURT STATRRT B Wi TR Tt & SsT =T 8l



Q. Siliserh Lake, recently declared India’'s 96th Ramsar site, is located in which State?

Uo: g1 &1 ¥ WRd bl 9641 IHIR ATse }iftd fAfeiar site food 35w & fed 82

A. Madhya Pradesh
A. HET gGel

B. Rajasthan
B. ISTR-TH

C. Chhattisgarh
C. BaIgTe

D. Uttar Pradesh
D. 3R U2l



CHANDIGARH UNIVERSITY —
BACK-TO-BACK KIUG TITLES
(2024 & 2025)



Chandigarh University has become the first university in India to win the Khelo India University Games

(KIUG) title for two consecutive years.
HEhTe gfFafdet vRd @1 Ugdl gfFafdc a4 7E & 5/ adR <) auf de el $fEar gfFafiet 1= (KIUG) T
f&rarg sitar 21

The university topped the medal tally at the 5th KIUG 2025 held in Rajasthan.
JfAafdet A AR A 3 58 KIUG 2025 A UG difcidsl R UET T YT faa

2. Record-Breaking Medal Tally (2025)

Chandigarh University won 67 medals — 42 gold, 14 silver, and 11 bronze.

wshTe gfAafdel 4 67 UG siia — 42 Tof, 14 3a 31k 11 B

This is the highest number of gold medals ever won by any university in KIUG history.

KIUG & sfder & fasat it gfafdet gri sitd e a9 3iftie wof ugs 2l



TIME PERSON OF THE
YEAR 2025 - “THE
ARCHITECTS OF Al”



TIME magazine has named “The Architects of Al” as its 2025 Person of the Year.

SIgH RITSiA 7 g 3Tfdheaed 3iTh T3ms” &l 2025 &1 UdA 316 § SR A1fid fhan gl

The title recognises individuals shaping artificial intelligence at the intersection of technology,

society, and power.

Ig e 39 Afarial &1 HI=IaT 3aT € 31l ddbAld, THTST 3R 91 & TTH R HiAH fGHTT B SMBR SR 8

2. Indians Honoured

Two Indian-American figures — Karandeep Anand and Sriram Krishnan — are among those

recognised.

& MR- 3! Afarial — BTG 31 3R SR 0 — &1 39 I 7 2nfae fasar mam g1

Their work illustrates how Al is transforming personal lives as well as global geopolitics.

31 B fe@mar & fos gang $& arfaxia sitaq 3ik dfeae -A=iifd SHY & a5 @1 21
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Word of the day

Waggish:

witty or joking

Usa g€. The house has been given that funny
name by some waggish officer.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/waggishpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /wagiy
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