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50% MORE, 33% WOMEN AND 0%

CHANGE IN STATE REPRESENTATION
Every state’s Lok Sabha MPs rise 50%, one-third of this bigger

number to be reserved for women FULL TABLE: P 11
) § | CurrentSeats | ProposedSeats* | Gain
Uttar Pradesh 80 120 40
Maharashtra 48 72 24
West Bengal 42 63 21
Bihar 40 60 20
Tamil Nadu 39 59 20
Madhya Pradesh 29 44 15
Karnataka 28 42 14
Gujarat 26 39 13
Andhra Pradesh 25 38 13
Rajasthan 25 38 13
Odisha 21 32 11
Kerala 20 30 10
» States’ share in Lok > |f 2011 population is used,

Sabha representation southern states could lose about 4%
remains unchanged points representation to Hindi belt

> 850 is maximum strength provided for, just as 550 is current
ceiling while actual House strength is 543 *Estimate
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Door-to-door visits
for Census start in
8 States, UTs today

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

From Thursday, enumera-
tors will begin door-to-
door visit in eight States
and Union Territories seek-
ing response to a set of 33
questions for the first
phase of Population Cen-
sus, 2027 — the House List-
ing and Housing Opera-
tions (HLO).

The field operations will
begin in Andaman and Ni-
cobar Islands, Goa, Karna-
taka, Lakshadweep, Mizo-
ram, Odisha, and Sikkim,
along with the New Delhi
Municipal  Corporation
area and Delhi Canton-
ment Board in the National
Capital Territory, following
the conclusion of the 15-
day self-enumeration pe-
riod, a statement by the
Union Home Ministry said.

The exercise will be car-
ried out over a 30-day pe-
riod till May 15.

The self-enumeration fa-
cility, introduced this time,
saw the participation of
nearly 12 lakh households
through the official portal
(se.census.gov.in).

The facility was made
available prior to the field
enumeration period to en-

able residents to submit
their details online, the Mi-
nistry said.

“Residents who have
completed self-enumera-
tion are requested to keep
their generated self-enum-
eration ID (SE ID) ready
and share the same with
the enumerator during the
field visit to complete the
HLO process,” it added.

During the HLO phase,
enumerators will collect in-
formation relating to hous-
ing conditions, household
details, amenities available
and assets possessed by
the households.

Next phase

In the next phase, the self-
enumeration facility will
start in Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Harya-
na, Chandigarh, Madhya
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh
on Thursday, and will be
available till April 30. The
house-to-house houselist-
ing in these States/Union
Territories will be conduct-
ed from May 1 to 30. In Bi-
har, the 15-day self-enum-
eration  period  will
commence on April 17 and
continue till May 1, fol-
lowed by field operations
from May 2 to 31,



Phase 1

Start Date

States/UTs Covered (Phase 1)

Duration of HLO

Questions Asked

Data Collected (HLO)

Self-Enumeration Feature

Participation in Self-Enumeration

Official Portal

Enumerator Role

Next Phase (Phase 2)

States in Next Phase

Self-Enumeration Period (Phase
2)

Field Enumeration (Phase 2)

House Listing & Housing Operations (HLO)

Begins from Thursday (April 2026)

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka, Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Odisha,
Sikkim + Delhi (NDMC & Cantonment area)

30 days (till May 15)

Around 33 questions

Housing condition, household assets, amenities, facilities, number of rooms,
water, sanitation, etc.

Introduced for the first time

~ 12 lakh households

se.census.gov.in

Verify self-enumeration ID (SE ID) & collect additional details during field visit

Population Enumeration

Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Chandigarh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh

April 17 - May 1

May 2 - May 31



Topic

Legal Basis

Frequency

Last Census

2021 Census

First Census in India

Nodal Ministry

Registrar General of India (RGI)

Difference: HLO vs Population
Enumeration

Digital Census 2027

Importance

Delimitation Link

Sensitive Data

Key Points

Conducted under Census Act, 1948

Every 10 years (Decennial Census)

2011 Census (15th Census of India)

Postponed due to COVID-19 pandemic

1872 (non-synchronous); first complete census: 1881 (Lord Ripon)

Ministry of Home Affairs

Responsible authority for Census & Civil Registration

HLO - Housing & assets data; Population Enumeration -

demographic details (age, sex, occupation, etc.)

First fully digital census with mobile apps & online self-enumeration

Basis for policy planning, delimitation, welfare schemes, resource

allocation

Census data used for Lok Sabha & Assembly seat redistribution

Confidential under Census Act; cannot be used as legal evidence
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Implications of increasing the size of the Lok Sabha

he government has circulated a set of
three Bills related to delimitation and
women’s reservation. These Bills are
expected to be taken up in the
extended Budget session from April 16-18, and
could affect the working of Parliament in several
ways. The Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill
proposes the following. The limit on the size of
the Lok Sabha will be increased from 550 to 850.
The number of seats for each State in the Lok
Sabha will be based on its proportion in the
population of all States. This population will be
based on such Census (not necessarily the latest)
that is specified by Parliament by passing a law.
The Bill also clarifies that the reservation of
one-third of seats for women will be effective
after a delimitation, and will be valid for 15 years.
The Delimitation Bill sets up a Delimitation
Commission, and its provisions are similar to the
last one set up in 2002, Importantly, it requires
the latest published Census to be used. Therefore,
the next delimitation is proposed to be based on
the 2011 Census. The third Bill extends these
provisions to the three Union Territories with
legislatures: Delhi, J&K, and Puducherry.

Huge impact
There are several implications of these proposals.
First, the freezing of seats until the first Census
after 2026 has been removed. Instead, seats will
be decided based on the 2011 Census. An
immediate implication is that the relative share of
seats in the Lok Sabha for each State will change.
The biggest losers are Kerala and Tamil Nadu,
while the main gainers are Rajasthan, Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh. While the proposal will equalise
the value of the vote of every citizen regardless of
their State of residence, it will lead to MPs from
U.P. and Bihar (25% of total seats, up from 22%)
having significant power to shape national policy.
Second, the Constitution Amendment Bill
provides Parliament the flexibility to determine
the periodicity of delimitation and the Census

Co-founder and
President of PRS
Legislative Research

These Bills will
have significant
impact on the
composition of
Parliament and
its functioning,
and are being
introduced with
no public
discussion

that will be used for the purpose. Currently, the
Constitution requires delimitation after every
Census, and to be based on that Census
(currently, there is a freeze on this until 2026).
The Amendment requires just a simple majority
to determine whether to do delimitation, and
which Census to use. The government of the day,
as it would command the majority in the Lok
Sabha, can effectively make this decision. They
would need to pass it in the Rajya Sabha too, but
that House will be weakened by the same Bill,
which brings us to the third implication. While
the size of the Lok Sabha is being increased, there
is no proposal to change the size of the Rajya
Sabha. This affects the relative importance of the
two Houses. For example, if the two

Houses disagree on a Bill, the President

may summon a joint sitting. In such a

scenario, each member of Parliament

has one vote, so the Lok Sabha with 543 P
seats has 2.2 times the votes of the
Rajya Sabha with 245 seats. If we
assume that the Lok Sabha will now
have 815 seats (an increase of 50%), it
will have 3.3 times the strength of the
Rajya Sabha. The effect can be seen
with an example. Say, the government
has 53% seats in the Lok Sabha (433 out
of 815) and just 40% in the Rajya Sabha (98 out of
245 seats). The government will still be able to get
its Bills through a joint session as it has a majority
of total seats. This imbalance will also play out in
elections to the offices of the President and the
Vice-President, where each MP across both
Houses has an equal vote.

A fourth implication is that the limit on the size
of the Council of Ministers will increase. The
Constitution was amended in 2003 to limit the
Council’s size to 15% of the Lok Sabha. If Lok
Sabha is expanded to have 815 MPs, the limit on
the size of the Central cabinet also increases from
81 to 122, Fifth, the increased size of the Lok

| Sabha reduces the opportunity for an MP to

participate in the deliberations of the House. MPs
ask questions to Ministers to hold them to
account, and raise important issues in the zero
hour. Questions and zero hour interventions are
chosen by lottery, and an increased size of the
Lok Sabha reduces the probability of getting
balloted. The issue is exacerbated by the fact that
Parliament sits for less than 70 days a year.

Global precedents

Other countries also have large legislatures. For
example, the U.K. House of Commons has 650
members. It has evolved processes to provide
opportunities to MPs to participate in
discussions. It averages over 150 sittings a year,

and also has a robust committee system.

Parliamentary committees can
supplement deliberations. However, the
Indian Parliament is found lacking in
this respect. For example, every Bill in
the U.K. Parliament has to be examined
by committees of both Houses. In India,
less than a fifth of the Bills are referred
to Committees.

Sixth, there could be a similar impact
on State legislatures. Though these Bills
do not have any provisions regarding
the size of State legislatures, that
decision will be taken by the Delimitation
Commission. If they decide to follow the same
rationale and increase the size by 50%, some
States could have oversized legislatures. U.P.
could end up having over 600 seats while West
Bengal and Maharashtra could reach about 450.

These Bills will have significant impact on the
composition of Parliament and its functioning,
and are being introduced with no public
discussion. It is imperative that such Bills go
through intensive deliberation, both outside and
inside Parliament. At the very least, they should
be referred to a parliamentary committee, which
can engage with experts and the wider public
before giving its recommendations.



* Six major implications identified by PRS Legislative Research:
changed seat share, parliamentary control of census timing, Rajya
Sabha weakening, Cabinet size increase, reduced MP participation,
impact on State Assemblies.



The government wants to: (1) increase Lok Sabha from 550 to 850 seats; (2) do
delimitation based on 2011 Census (not wait for next Census); (3) give Parliament the
flexibility to choose which census to use for future delimitation.

TBR TTE! 8: (1) ATBHIT 550 F 850 HIel deb ITT; (2) 2011 STUMHT R GRHH; (3) HHE B
Yfds bt STTTOMT A T eTiieiaT |

This article analyses six important side-effects/implications that are rarely discussed —

beyond just the north-south divide.
gg oI B8 Hecaqut gsmTal/fAfedref &1 fdeesor odr & o W e & Traf gt 21

Key concern: A government with simple majority in Lok Sabha can decide WHICH
census to use — meaning it can choose a census that favours its own states/voters,
without needing opposition support.

T3y feidT: TIepeMT H HTURUT IgHd dTct! IRebR a3 @R Febl ! @ fob I HY STATUMHT 3TN & — ITHL
g I8 STATUMET YA Hebdll & STl I8P 37 I /HAGTAT3 & ued | g, fauer gHef o fam



D1. The Three Bills / a9 faeras

1. Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill:
e Increases Lok Sabha limit from 550 to 850 seats

« Seats for each State based on proportion in population of all States (from
specified Census)

« Women's reservation: one-third effective after delimitation; valid for 15 years

« Parliament given flexibility to determine periodicity of delimitation and
which Census to use

 Freeze until first Census after 2026 removed — instead, 2011 Census to be
used now
2. Delimitation Bill:
e Sets up Delimitation Commission — similar to 2002 commission

» Requires use of latest published Census — so next delimitation based on
2011 Census

» Provides for actual drawing of constituency boundaries

3. Third Bill:

» Extends provisions to three Union Territories with legislatures: Delhi, J&K,
and Puducherry



D2. Six Major Implications / 88 yq&@ fAfgarel

Implication 1: Changed Seat Share | 91t Hie ferdert

Relative share of each State's Lok Sabha seats will change

Biggest losers: Kerala and Tamil Nadu

Main gainers: Rajasthan, Bihar, and Uttar Pradesh

UP and Bihar together: Currently 22% of seats - will rise to 25% of total seats
UP+Bihar MPs will have significant power to shape national policy

This "equalises the value of every citizen's vote regardless of State of residence"
@fdpd: UP 3iR Bihar & MPs &1 I Hifd 31TeR & bl weerqut 2uferd et

HA I8 °1: Xl 3R dfAeTg | g amef: s, Bihar, UP

Implication 2: Parliament Controls Census Timing | §8& SHT0HT I9Y fA4f3d &t 8

Constitution Amendment Bill clarifies that Parliament may determine which Census
to use and periodicity of delimitation

This requires only a simple majority — governing party alone can make this decision
Currently, Constitution requires delimitation after EVERY Census

Under new framework, government of the day commands Lok Sabha majority ->
unilaterally decides when to delimit and which census data to use

Rajya Sabha will also need to pass it — but same bill weakens Rajya Sabha
(Implication 3)

WART: HAR6G & 319 Tl Q 37t STTUMHT 3T I Hebdl &



Implication 3: Rajya Sabha Weakened | I5T®HT SHGAR BT

No proposal to increase Rajya Sabha size (stays at 245)

If two Houses disagree - Joint Sitting - each MP has one vote

Currently: Lok Sabha (543) has 2.2x votes of Rajya Sabha (245) in joint sitting

After expansion: Lok Sabha (815) will have 3.3x votes of Rajya Sabha (245) in joint
sitting

Example: If government has 53% in Lok Sabha (433/815) and only 40% in Rajya Sabha
(98/245):

« Currently injoint sitting: 433 + 98 = 531 votes out of 788 total = less than
majority (needs >394) — wait, as stated, with majority of total they can push
bills

* Government can still pass Bills in joint session as it has majority of total seats

Federal impact: Rajya Sabha represents states; weakening it = weakening states' voice
in Parliament

AT BT BHGR BIT: TGT BT HTITS BFHAR; THITE IR TG

Implication 4: Council of Ministers Size Increases | HfEURug &7 3MHR a3

91st Constitutional Amendment (2003): Council of Ministers capped at 15% of Lok
Sabha strength

Currently: 15% of 543 = ~81 ministers maximum in Central Cabinet
After expansion to 815: 15% of 815 = ~122 ministers maximum

This is a significant increase in executive size — more ministers, more expenditure,
possible dilution of ministerial accountability

9141 Wiy HeA (2003): #iEAURYE iftieran AIEaHT 1 15%; 543 3 81 - 8153122



Implication 5: Reduced MP Participation /| MP &I WifieRt &1

India's Parliament sits for fewer than 70 days a year
MPs ask questions, raise issues in zero hour — chosen by lottery

Increased Lok Sabha size - reduced probability of being chosen in lottery for
questions/zero hour

Reduced opportunity for MPs to hold Ministers accountable

Example: UK House of Commons (650 members) sits over 150 days a year with robust
committee system; every Bill examined by committees

India: Less than 1/5 of Bills referred to Committees — far below UK's 100%
HRd: 70 &7 A B9 97; 1/5 A A fqoge Ifafd &1 3eR 91 MP & HTieRT 31k &9

Implication 6: Impact on State Assemblies / IS faeTAHT3N UR F1TG

Bills have no provisions regarding State Assembly size — Delimitation Commission
will decide

If states follow the same 50% increase rationale:
e UP could end up with over 600 seats (current 403)
 West Bengal and Maharashtra could reach ~450 seats

These would be "oversized legislatures" — creating similar problems at state level



—

 Parliamentary Committee System — Reform Need:

Country Bills to Committee Annual Sitting Days
UK 100% 150+

USA (Congress) ~80% 100+

India <20% <70

Germany 90%+ 100+



Exam

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

Year

2021

2022

2019

2023

2022

Question

Under which Article does
Parliament provide for
readjustment of seats in
Lok Sabha after each
Census?

Article 75(1A) of the
Constitution, inserted by
the 91st Constitutional
Amendment, relates to:

Under Article 108 of the
Constitution, a joint
sitting of Parliament can
be convened for which of
the following?

Who presides over a joint
sitting of both Houses of
Parliament under Article
1087

How many times hasa
joint sitting of both
Houses of Parliament
been convened in India?

Options

(a) Article 81 (b) Article 82
(c) Article 83 (d) Article 170

(a) Election of PM (b) Limit
on size of Council of
Ministers to 15% of Lok
Sabha (c¢) Removal of
President (d) Emergency
provisions

(a) Constitutional
Amendment Bills (b) Bills
that are deadlocked
between the two Houses
(¢) Money Bills (d) Finance
Bills

(a) President of India (b)
Vice-President (¢) Speaker
of Lok Sabha (d) Senior-
most member

(a) Once (b) Twice (c)
Thrice (d) Four times

W Answer

(b) Article 82

(b) 15% limiton
Council of
Ministers

(b) Deadlocked
ordinary bills —
NOT for Money
Bills, Constitutional
Amendments, or
Finance Bills

(c) Speaker of Lok
Sabha

(c) Thrice — 1961
(Dowry), 1978
(Banking), 2002
(POTA)



10

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-2

SSC
CGL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2024

2024

2021

2024

2020

How many Delimitation
Commissions have been
constituted in India till
December 20237

The Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam (2023) which
of the following is
correct? Statements
about women's
reservation and its
commencement.

"The role of the Rajya
Sabha as arevising
chamber is being
undermined by the
current legislative
practices.” Critically
examine.

Under which
Constitutional
Amendment was the limit
of 15% placed on the size
of the Council of
Ministers?

Which of the following
statements about
Parliamentary Standing
Committees in India is
correct?

(a) Two (b) Four (¢) Five (d)
Three

(c)2&3only

(Mains descriptive)

(a) 73rd (b) 84th (c) 91st (d)
95th

(a) All Bills must be referred
to committees (b)
Committees have no
constitutional basis (c) Less
*han one-fifth of Bills in

¥ liaare referred to
committees (d)

(b) Four — 1952,
1963, 1973, 2002

Requires Census +
delimitation; 15
years; SC/ST sub-
quota

Key: Article 108
asymmetry, joint
sitting, Money Bill
misuse, passage
without RS assent

(c)91st
Amendment (2003)

(¢) Lessthan1/5
Bills referred to
committees in India
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Beyond consent: how power, legal
ambiguities, and attitudes enable abuse

Several books underline how the line between agency and coercion blurs in age- and power-imbalanced relationships, exposing younger, less

powerful individuals to enduring harm

Preeti Zachariah

little under a year ago, Virginia

Giuffre, one of the most vocal

and prominent survivors of

Jeffrey Epstein's and Ghislaine
Maxwell's decades-long sex trafficking
ring, died by suicide. According to a
statement released by her family, the
4l-year-old “lost her life to suicide, after
being a lifelong victim of sexual abuse and
sex trafficking... In the end, the toll of
abuse is 50 heavy that it became
unbearable for Virginia to handle its
weight.”

Giuffre’s Nobody's Girl: A Memoir of
Surviving Abuse and Fighting for Justice,
which came out in October last year, six
months after her death, is a chilling
testimony to that statement. Co-written
with Amy Wallace, the book traces
Giuffre's tragic life, marked by sexual
abuse, neglect, mental and physical
health challenges, financial strife, and, as
Wallace mentions in the foreword, even
domestic abuse.

Nobody's Girl, which became a
bestseller almost immediately, and has
been described by reviewers as
“important”, “courageous”, “sad”, and
“devastating”, is a harrowing and often
triggering read.

“1 know many monsters. As a child, 1
suffered nearly every kind of abuse:
incest, parental neglect, severe corporal
punishment, molestation, and rape, As a
teen, I had been sexually trafficked by
another paedophile even before | met
Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell, but
these two doubled down on my
suffering,” writes Giuffre, She constantly
reminds the reader that Epstein was not
an outlier, but a product of a society that
enables men like him through
indifference and selective blindness.
“Epstein is dead, but the attitude that

allowed him to do what he did? It's alive
and well”

Under the

The plethora of novels and memoirs
depicting complex, often predatory
liaisons between adolescents and older
men suggests that Giuffre is onto
something. Art, after all, is often
inherently mimetic, whether it be cult
classics such as Vladimir Nabokov's Lolita
and Marguerite Duras’ The Lover, or Kate
Elizabeth Russell’s My Dark Vanessa, ]M
Coetzee's Disgrace, Jenny Erpenbeck’s
Kairos, as well as two memoirs, one by
Vanessa Springora and another by Jill
Ciment, both called Consent. All these
books place age- and power-imbalanced
sexual relationships under the
microscope in different ways, dissecting
ideas of agency, dysfunctionality, abuse,
power imbalance, sexuality, the opacity
of desire, and moral greyness in romantic
love. One of the key themes that emerges
out of a close reading of any of these texts
is how the conversation around
ephebophilia (a sexual preference for
adolescents), while morally
reprehensible, can often be legally
ambiguous. Epstein “took a certain glee in
what he saw as a loophole in society’s
moral code...the fact that different nations
and states define the age of consent
differently,” Giuffre writes in one part of
her memoir, adding that he often argued
that “these laws were arbitrary and
meaningless; no one could convince him
that sex with minors was wrong, because
no one could agree on what a minor was!"

Deviations from morality

Cultural churns in society, too, can
provide cover for sexual relationships
with minors. Springora, whose memoir
chronicles a relationship she had at 13
with the 50-something French writer

| Gabriel Matzneff (whom she refers to only

as G), talks about how the libertine sexual
culture of the 1970s, which continued to
cast its shadow on the decade after,
enabled this liaison. “In 1977, an open
letter in support of the decriminalisation
of sexual relations between minors and
adults, entitled “Regarding a Trial," was
published in the newspaper Le Monde,
signed by several eminent intellectuals,
psychoanalysts, well-known
philosophers, and writers at the peak of
their careers,” she writes, listing them:
Roland Barthes, Giles Deleuze, Simone de
Beauvoir, André Glucksmann and Louis
Aragon. (Incidentally, Duras refused to
sign this letter.) This meant, writes
Springora, that “deviations from
conventional morality were viewed with a
certain level of tolerance, even
admiration.”

A loaded question that emerges from
these texts, even when there is “consent”,
is this: how does agency play out in
situations where one party, almost always
the older person, clearly holds more
power, yet the less powerful person has
“chosen” to participate? Springora, for
instance, writes about struggling to see
herself as a victim under the
circumstances. “How is it possible to
acknowledge having been abused when
it's impossible to deny having consented,
having felt desire, for the very adult who
was s0 eager to take advantage of you,"
she asks,

Vanessa Wye, the protagonist of My
Dark Vanessa, who was seduced by her
42-year-old teacher, Jacob Strane, at the
age of 15, also simply refuses to see herself
as a victim. The novel is a braided
narrative that switches between the past
and the present, in which Wye, now an
adult, continues to see the relationship
through a rose-coloured lens,

Even when Strane is outed by another

student, Wye continues to defend him
and stay in touch with him, recalling their
relationship as an intense, special love
affair, in which she sees herseif as an
equal partner. “I'm not a victim because 1
never wanted to be, and if [ didn't want to
be, then I'm not. That's how it works. The
difference between rape and sex is a state
of mind. You can’t rape the willing,
right?” she writes. It is only much later
that she manages to come to terms with
her past and rewrites her own narrative,
finally conceding, “I was an obvious
target. He chose me not because 1 was
special, but because he was hungry and |
was easy...”

Long-lasting damage

Victimhood is clearly a complex, often
malleable mindset, and allowing space for
that complexity is important to enable a
nuanced conversation about such
refationships. What does seem
categorical, however, is the long-term
damage it causes to a young person, as all
these texts suggest. “Trauma issuch a
cunning enemy,” writes Giuffre in
Nobody’s Girl, pointing out that while one
often appears to heal from the physical
and mental impacts of it, “recovering
victims like me know too well how trauma
lurks in the shadows, always there. No
matter how many years go by, or how
many therapists you see, it can rise,
unbidden, seemingly out of nowhere "
Her own later struggles, ending in her
untimely death, appear to have been a
testament to this,

In a final handwritten note released by
her family days after her passing, she
writes, “Mothers, Fathers, Sisters, and
Brothers need to show the battle lines are
drawn, and stand together to fight for the
future of victims. 1s protesting the
answer? I don't know. But we've got to
start somewhere.”
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This article reviews books about sexual abuse — particularly when the abuser is older
and has power over the victim (teacher-student, employer-employee, famous person-
young admirer).

Tg o A1 20T IR G| T TN T & — oIy B0 I 519 215 g7 8T & 3R Wifed w erfard
T8l

The key problem: When a powerful person "grooms" a young/less powerful person, the

victim may not realise they are being abused — they may even feel they "consented."
But true consent requires equal power — which doesn't exist in these relationships.

& THT: 519 Uep LAfeRi2Tett A ferd fbt gaT/aH 2Afariemett B "H" BT &, I THgd P Tear T&l
1T b 4 2Nfod 8178 € — 9 | Hebd & feb 3817 "wewfd" <t | e Feeit Fenfd & feiv G/ 2rferd
a1y

The Jeffrey Epstein case shows this on a global scale — a billionaire with connections
to powerful people used money, status, and manipulation to traffic young girls, while
many people looked the other way.

ST QG HTHET 9 dfdd TR UR a2ifdl & — Ueh 3REUfd 3 gaT cgfdal bl axepel & fefq v, fRafd
37RO BT 34N o

For India: This connects to laws on age of consent (POCSO Act), marital rape debates,
child marriage, MeToo movement, and protection of children from sexual exploitation.

YRd & feQ: g Hewfd &1 311y (POCSO 3ifafias), ddrfgews geliehR g4, drd faare, MeToo 3ialad
qedigl




POCSO Act 2012: Protection of Children from Sexual Offences; enacted under
Ministry of Women and Child Development; special courts; mandatory reporting.

POCSO 3ifafaa 2012: 317 3rRTul I g HI YR, "ige vd a1d fadbr T §3Ted |

NCPCR (National Commission for Protection of Child Rights): Statutory body;
established 2007 under Commission for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005; monitors
child rights implementation.

NCPCR: 2007 ® 1fud: dTeT 31ftepR TR&OT 3T 37fefam 2005 & dgd |

MeToo India (2018): Began with Tanushree Dutta's allegations against Nana Patekar;
spread to journalism (M.J. Akbar resign as MoS), comedy, academia.

MeToo India (2018): a3t &aT; UebTRar (MJ 31deR), diAet, fremfdae|

Vishakha Guidelines (1997): Supreme Court guidelines on sexual harassment at
workplace — basis for Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 (POSH Act).

faeman fEenfader (1997): srierd R It 3aied — POSH 37fufaam 2013 &7 3THR |



F1. Past Background / Yd&Tel

1929: Sarda Act (Child Marriage Restraint Act) — India's first law against child
marriage.

1929: gRe fafad — are faarg & fasg HRd &1 U8l B |

1947-1980s: Indian Penal Code (1860) governed sexual offences — outdated
provisions.

1947-1980: IPC (1860) Il 31937} oI fAifAd aBear 27|
1997: Vishakha Guidelines by Supreme Court — sexual harassment at workplace.
1997: faemar feemfer|

2012: POCSO Act enacted; IPC amended to define rape more broadly (after Nirbhaya
2012).

2012: POCSO 31ff4aw; IPC dalTehR UfRMTST 10 |

2013: POSH Act (Prevention of Sexual Harassment at Workplace).
2013: POSH 31fuf3aH |

2017-18: MeToo movement global and India.

2017-18: MeToo0 37ele |

2018: Criminal Law (Amendment) Act — enhanced punishment for rape; death
penalty for rape of girl below 12.

2018: §ISE 12 HTeT I PBH bl cTgeh! I TAThR &b el |

2019: POCSO Amendment — addressed online abuse, enhanced penalties, death
penalty for aggravated offences.

2019: POCSO H2iuA|



Exam Year Question Options Answer

UPSC 2021 The Protection of Children (a) 2010 (b) 2011 (¢) (c) 2012
CSE from Sexual Offences 2012 (d) 2013
Prelims (POCSO) Act was enacted
in which year?
UPSC 2020 Underthe POCSO Act, (a) Only girls are (c) Mandatory
CSE 2012, which of the following  protected (b) Child is reporting +
Prelims is correct? defined as person punishable failure
below 16 (c)
Mandatory reporting
is required and failure
is punishable (d)
Special courts are not
required

UPSC 2022 The National Commission (a) Juvenile Justice Act (b) CPCR Act, 2005

CSE for Protection of Child 2015 (b) Commission
Prelims Rights (NCPCR) was for Protection of Child
established under which Rights Act, 2005 (c)
Act? POCSO Act 2012 (d)
Right to Education Act
2009
UPSC 2019 In which year did India (a) 1989 (b) 1990 (c) (c) 1992
CSE ratify the UN Convention 1992 (d) 1995
Prelims on the Rights of the Child

(UNCRC)?
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UPSC
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Mains
GS-1

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

SSC
CGL

2023

2021

2020

2022

2024

The "Vishakha Guidelines"

issued by the Supreme
Court in 1997 related to:

"India's #MeToo movement
has brought to the fore the
challenges women face in

professional

environments.” Critically

evaluate its impact and
limitations.

Under the POSH Act 2013,

every organisation with
how many or more

employees must have an

Internal Complaints
Committee (ICC)?

The "Palermo Protocol"

(2000) is associated with:

In India, under POCSO Act
2012, a "child" is defined as
a person below the age of:

(a) Child labour (b)
Domestic violence (c)
Sexual harassment at
workplace (d) Acid
attacks

(Mains descriptive)

(a) 5(b) 10 (c) 20 (d) 50

(a) Climate change (b)
Nuclear weapons (c)
Trafficking in persons
(d) Maritime law

(a) 14 years (b) 16 years
(c) 18 years (d) 21 years

(c) Sexual harassment
at workplace

Key: POSH Act,
workplace power
dynamics, silence of
victims, accountability
of powerful men,
Tanushree Dutta, M.J.
Akbar

(b) 10 employees

(c) Trafficking in
persons —
supplementing UN
Convention Against
Transnational
Organised Crime

(c) 18 years



China becomes
India’s largest
trading partner,

surpasses US

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, April 15

CHINA HAS OVERTAKEN
the United States (US) to
emerge as India’s largest
trading partner in 2025-26,
with bilateral trade reaching
$151.1 billion as against
$140.2 billion for the US,

The country’s trade deficit
with Beijing widened to
§112.16 billion during the
period while the surplus with
the US contracted to $34.4
billion from ¥40.89 billion,
government data showed.

The US was India’s largest
trading partner for four con-
secutive years till 2024-25.
India’s exports to China rose
36.66% to $19.47 billion
during the last fiscal year,
while importsincreased 16%
to $131.63 billion.

India’s exports to the US
grew marginally 0.92 % to
$87.3 billion during the
previous fiscal year, while
importsincreased 15.95%to
$52.9 billion.

According to commerce
ministry data, China was
India’s top trading partner
from 2013-14 till 2017-18
and also in 2020-21. Before
China, the UAE was the coun-
try’s largest trading partner.
The US has been the largest
partner since 2021-22.



China has overtaken the USA to emerge as India's largest trading partner in 2025-26
with bilateral trade of $151.1 billion (vs USA's $140.2 billion).

T A MR BT UBTSHR 2025-26 B $151.1 fafeiaq fguaha aarar & grer Rd &1 99l 8T
TR AT8iER 4T (USA &7 $140.2 faferaT) |

India's trade deficit with China widened to $112.16 billion — among the largest
bilateral trade deficits in the world.

VR BT T4 3P TTel ATIR "TeT $112.16 faferad de gg1 — faea ¥ wed a3 fguaia ammr gl § 3
TP

India's exports to China rose 36.66% to $19.47 billion while imports increased 16% to
$131.63 billion — massive imbalance.

YRd &1 A B fad 36.66% g $19.47 fafera stafds 3mard 16% dga $131.63 fafeaad —
HRT 3R |

US was India's largest trading partner for four consecutive years (2021-22 to 2024-25);
UAE was the largest partner before that.

3ART IR AR auf (2021-22 T 2024-25) & AT YRA BT G g7 AT TSR AT; 399
ygel UAE|

This comes amid the US-China trade war and India navigating between both powers
— significant strategic implications for India's foreign and economic policy.

g IMRBT-H ATIR Gg &b ofter — HRd b1 fager 3R nfefes ifd & feiv weeaquf wuritfaes fAfgdre|



D1. Key Trade Data (2025-26) | %4 &ATUR 2T

Parameter | RTHIZR China /=4 USA | 31

Total bilateral trade $151.1 billion $140.2 billion

India's exports $19.47 billion (+36.66%) $87.3 billion (+0.92%)
India's imports $131.63 billion (+16%) $52.9 billion (+15.95%)
Trade deficit/surplus Deficit: $112.16 billion Surplus: $34.4 billion

D2. Historical Context / ¥fdgrfde T

China was India's top trading partner: 2013-14 to 2017-18; also in 2020-21
UAE was largest partner before China's current stint

USA was India's largest partner for four consecutive years: 2021-22 to 2024-25
Now China regains top position in 2025-26

TH: 2013-14 § 2017-18; 2020-21 | UAE: i # | USA: 2021-22 & 2024-25 | =i: 2025-26 &
CIEES]



D3. Analysis — Why This Happened | fa2esor — g &l 31

« India'simports from China (+16%): India still heavily dependent on Chinese
electronics, API (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients), solar cells/panels, telecom
components, chemicals, textiles

« India's exports to China (+36.66%): Sharp rise — but from a low base; likely includes
iron ore, cotton, copper, seafood, engineering goods

» India's exports to USA (+0.92%): Nearly stagnant — likely due to:
o US tariffs under Trump's trade policy
e Slower US economic activity

e Competition from other emerging markets

D4. India's Trade Deficit Concern | RRd &1 HTUR 1T fadr

» $112.16 billion deficit with China — one of world's largest bilateral trade deficits
» This means India is net transferring wealth to China annually at an enormous scale

« Italso creates strategic vulnerability: China could weaponise trade by restricting APIs
- India's pharma industry collapses; restrict electronics - India's tech manufacturing
stops

o MRAH Bl $112 faferad g v gxaiafia e 321 8; @ APL geiariHas Hfdefed o2 IurHifdae Herar

GCAR L ARGIEC IR
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» KeyIndian imports from China:

1.

» O = B

Electronics and components (~$30+ billion)

Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) — ~70% of India's API needs from
China

Solar cells and modules — critical for India's renewable energy targets
Telecom equipment (Huawei, ZTE concerns)
Chemicals and fertilisers

Machinery and mechanical equipment

HIRA & 19 A 3TAT: SeTagiad, API (~70%), GR I, ZIHEAR 3UB0T, AT

e Key Indian exports to China:

1.

2t o e D)

Iron ore

Cotton and cotton yarn
Copper and products
Seafood

Engineering goods

Organic chemicals

o BT WRA & fafa: witg 313, HuT, dieT, Al 3dTG

e PLI (Production Linked Incentive) Schemes: 14 sectors; ~X1.97 lakh crore outlay;

aimed at reducing import dependence, especially from China; sectors include

electronics, pharmaceuticals, solar modules, textiles.



India's top trading partners (2025-26):
1. China: $151.1 billion
2. USA: $140.2 billion
3. UAE: (approximate 3rd)

e  YRA P A ATIRS AT8IeR: T, USA, UAE

India's largest export destination: USA ($87.3 billion)

India's largest import source: China ($131.63 billion)

India's largest trade deficit: China ($112.16 billion)

India's largest trade surplus: USA ($34.4 billion)

WTO: World Trade Organisation; HQ Geneva; DG Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala; India is
member; disputes settled through Dispute Settlement Body (DSB).

WTO: HQ fSHar; DG Ngozi Okonjo-Iwealal

DGFT: Directorate General of Foreign Trade; under Ministry of Commerce and
Industry; administers Foreign Trade Policy.

DGFT: a1forsy 31R 38T HaTad & ded; facer R Tifd|



Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 2023 India withdrew from (a) CPTPP (b) ASEAN  (c) RCEP — Regional
CSE which trade agreementin  FTA (c) RCEP (d) Comprehensive
Prelims 2019, citing concerns SAFTA Economic Partnership
about trade deficit with
China?
UPSC 2022 The "Production Linked (a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) (c) 14 sectors
CSE Incentive (PLI) scheme" of 16
Prelims India covers how many
key sectors?
UPSC 2021 India's largest trading (a) USA (b) UAE (c) (¢) China — China was
CSE partner in 2020-21 was: China (d) Russia top partner in 2020-21
Prelims also
UPSC 2022 Withreference to India- (a) India has a trade (c) India runs large trade
CSE China trade, which of the surplus with China (b)  deficit with China
Prelims following is most Chinais India's largest
accurate? export destination (c)
Indiaruns alarge
trade deficit with
China (d) Trade
between the two is

balanced
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2020

2024

2023

2025

2021

The "Press Note 3 (2020)"
issued by the Government

of India restricts:

The World Trade
Organization (WTO) is
headquartered in:

India signed its first
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) in the Gulf region
with:

In 2025-26, which country
became India's largest
trading partnetr,
surpassing the USA?

India's largest export
destination in recent years
has been:

(a) Import of Chinese
goods

(a) New York (b)
Vienna (c) Brussels (d)
Geneva

(a) Saudi Arabia (b)
Qatar (c) UAE (d)
Bahrain

(a) UAE (b) Russia (c)
China (d) Germany

(a) China (b) UAE (c)
USA (d) European
Union

(b) FDI from countries
sharing land border
with India (c) Tourism
from neighbouring
countries (d) Chinese
tech companies from
Indian stock market

(d) Geneva

(c) UAE — India-UAE
CEPA signed February
2022

(c) China — bilateral
trade $151.1 billion

(c) USA —India's
exports to USA highest
consistently
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Topic

Discovery

Black Hole Activity

Cause of Activation
Energy Release
Cosmic Volcano Concept

Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN)
Location

Impact on Galaxies

Jet Effects

Galaxy Evolution
Scientific Insight

Research Importance

Key Points (For Exam)

A supermassive black hole became active after being dormant for
~100 million years

Black holes are not always active; they switch between dormant
and active phases

Activation occurs when gas, dust, or stars enter gravitational
influence

Sudden burst of high-energy radiation and particle jets released

Compared to a volcanic eruption due to sudden energy release
(no lava, only radiation & jets)

When active, black holes form AGN, emitting enormous energy
Supermassive black holes are found at the centre of most galaxies
Influences star formation, redistributes gas and energy
High-energy jets can suppress or trigger star formation

Helps explain long-term evolution of galaxies over millions of
years

Shows cyclical nature and unpredictable behaviour of black holes

Provides data to refine astrophysics models and cosmic evolution
theories









Making a big One coNewscientist

The old picture of supermassive black hole formation has the cosmic giants feeding
constantly on surrounding gas over hundreds of millions of years

SUPERNOVA ACCRETION
The outer layers of the The black hole grows as
star are blasted off, surrounding material is
while the core collapses sucked in over 100s of
into a black hole million years
W - - —
% SEED BLACK HOLE
100s of
solar masses 10s of
solar masses
First massive —
hydrogen and Millions to billions

helium stars of solar masses



Small Star

Large Star

Stellar Cloud
with
Protostars

IMAGES NOT TO SCALE

EVOLUTION OF STARS

Planetary Nebuls

Red Giant

White Dwart

Supernova

Red Supergiant
Neutron Star

Black Hole






Topic Key Points (For Exam)
Goal India aims to achieve cocoa self-sufficiency by 2040
Reason High imports (~$866 million annually) and rising domestic demand

Policy Vision

Aligned with Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliance)

Current Status

India produces <20% of its cocoa demand domestically

Phase 1 (2026-2028)

Launch of National Mission on Cocoa; establishment of Centre of Excellence
(CoE); development of ~250 hectares seed gardens

Objective (Phase 1)

Improve productivity + quality planting material

Phase 2 (2028-2030)

Focus on farmer training (=1 lakh farmers) and capacity building

Support Measures

Distribution of ~25 million seedlings; creation of digital farmer registry




Traceability System

Phase 3 (2030-2035)

Processing Focus

Intermediate Target

Final Phase (2035-2040)

Export Potential

Demand Growth

Economic Impact

Ensures farm-to-market tracking, transparency, efficiency

Expansion to 1 lakh hectares cultivation; improvement in yields

Development of cocoa processing infrastructure

Meet 50% domestic demand through local production

Achieve full self-sufficiency + become global processing hub

India aims to become a net exporter of cocoa products

Cocoa demand projected to grow at ~5.5% annually

Increased farmer income, agri-value chain development



Cocoa: The Global Trade
of “Brown Gold”

World’s main cocoa bean producing and importing
countries in 2024/2025 (in 1,000 tonnes)”

(+)CA 129@) °

£ ys T

Estimated world
production:
4,840 tonnes

@ Main producers
@ Main importers

* Production: 2024/2025 season, estimate as of February 2025; Imports: 2024 data
Sources: International Cocoa Organization (ICCO), UN Comtrade

statista %a







Topic

Project Name
Country

Length

Location

Cities Connected
Travel Time
Speed

Purpose
Strategic Importance
Engineering Features

Challenges

Comparison

Project Status
Investment

Global Significance

Key Points (For Exam)

Bohai Strait Cross-Sea Channel

China

Approx. 120 km undersea tunnel

Bohai Strait (between Liaoning & Shandong provinces)

Dalian - Yantai

Reduced to ~40 minutes (currently several hours via ferry/road)
High-speed trains >250 km/h

Improve connectivity, freight & passenger movement

Strengthens regional economic integration and northern China transport
network

Includes artificial islands, vertical shafts, advanced safety systems

Complex undersea construction, ventilation, emergency access,
maritime traffic, ice conditions

Similar to Channel Tunnel (UK-France) (one of the longest subsea
tunnels)

Currently in feasibility and evaluation stage
Expected to cost hundreds of billions of yuan

Could become one of the longest undersea rail tunnels in the world



CHINA

.Jinzhou |
Huludao .}(" D /\\.Yingkou '. N O RT H g
/ P, )
Beijing fLiaodong/  Dandong, KOREA /~
P o Bay )/ A\ ¢
Qinhuangdao® @ oy - :
y S e 7 ¢
" . ﬁ \\__, — // ,,'
Tianjin ° ‘\’/J,_\x/»'/ Bohai ( // Korea / P Yéngyang \/\
o
Tanggu’a/ Bohai onai "' Dalian Bay k\oNamp 0 )N
Bay Se a LOshun / /,/ =
\ roy /&'____; oHaeju
4 Straj - \’\K\r Seoul
\ Laizhou . ®
/ Bay 3¢ | Yontal Incheon.
- | y ~Longkou *-- —reliehal r)
“ \\“\.\ _/" \) Al l
“oa(\g ’ )‘\/} f::' '3»2 A S O U T H
_J
5 {KOREA
N \Oi
. Y Gunsan ™
;// Qingdao e I I O W @
Sea -
> MORPO* 3 «v )
[ N2 4 4 3
. Y

A



@ L Turkiye — ‘COP of
the Future’ Vision for
COP31



Topic

Event

Host Country
Location

Theme

Key Focus Areas
New Model
Australia Role

Leadership

Key Points (For Exam)

COP31 (31st Conference of Parties to UNFCCC)

Turkiye

Antalya (2026)

Shift from negotiation - implementation-oriented climate action

Inclusivity, multilateral cooperation, measurable outcomes

Tiirkiye—Australia partnership model (shared responsibilities)

Leads negotiations (Action Agenda)

Chris Bowen appointed President of Negotiations




Core Principles

Concept

Action Agenda Sectors

Climate Approach

Energy Transition
UNFCCC Rule
Paris Agreement Link

Importance for Developing
Countries

Global Significance

Dialogue, Consensus, Action
“COP of the Future” - focus on practical, result-oriented outcomes

Clean energy, circular economy, sustainable agriculture, climate-
resilient infrastructure, ocean protection

Integration of mitigation + biodiversity conservation + land
restoration

Clean energy transition irreversible but needs acceleration
COP presidency rotates among regional groups
Emphasises consensus + national circumstances

Focus on climate finance, technology transfer, implementation
support

Expected to shape next phase of international climate governance


















































































A quiz on International Day of Human Space Flight, obse

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION #1

On that date, 65 years ago,
Yuri Gagarin became the
first human in space. What
was the name of his
spacecraft and what
Russian word meaning
'Let's go!' or 'We're off!" did
he utter that has become a
tradition among Russian
spacepersons.

A

QUESTION #2

What space first was
achieved by cosmonaut
Alexei Leonov on March 18,
19657

A

QUESTION #3

Name the cosmonaut who
holds the record for the
longest single,

CM

uninterrupted human
spaceflight at 437 days and
18 hours.

A

QUESTION #4

What is the 'Karman Line'
(named after
Hungarian-American
engineer and physicist
Theodore von Karman) in
the context of space
exploration?

A

QUESTION #5

Going to space once is a big
achievement. Jerry Ross and
Franklin Chang-Diaz hold the
record for most spaceflights.
How many?

ke

QUESTION #6

Name the Chinese-built
space station that is the only
live space station apart from
the ISS.

Visual question: Name the Indian Air Force officer seen
with Rakesh Sharma who served as the backup
cosmonaut in 19847 FILE PHOTO




Word of the day

Askance: with suspicion or disapproval

Synonyms: warily, skeptically,
doubtfully

Usage: The teacher looked askance at
his excuse.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/askance

International Phonetic
Alphabet: Jaska:ns/

.
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