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—Health is not valued

il sickness comes.

Thomas Fuller
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Put Pak. nuclear arsenal under watch: India

Defence Minister Rajnath Smgh cites concerns

over the ‘ir

of

SRINAGAR

n his first visit to
0 Jammu and Kash-
mir_following the

Sion By the International
Atomic Energy Agency
@AEA), citing concerns ov-
er what he described as “ir-
responsible” conduct by

the Badami &ugh Canton-

ment in Srinagar, Mr. Singh
sakd. “We will nmw yield
to nuclear

Nistans: reckioas maclear
threats have not deterred
India’s resolve to eliminate
terrorism. I ask the global
community — are nuclear
weapons safe in the hands
of such an irresponsibie
and rogue naton?

wea, must come under
IAEA supervision.”
The Minister reaffirmed

Yinlence = | fa remtedt a2
an ace of war,”

Mr. Singh ereribed op-
eration Sindoor as the “Iar-
gest and most declsive ac-

against terrorism in
Indlan history~. Referring
to the Pahalgam terror at-

tack. he added that the of-

fensive was not only about
retribusion but also about
asserting

was our dharma to elimi-
nate them,” he said.

the of

al and

r,ans for its supervision by the global watchdog

High morate: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets troops at

He asserted that the op-

task of counting casualties

Badami Bagh Cantonment in Seinagar on Thursday

is now left to the enemy.”
he said.

Probe nuclear ‘black
market’ in India: Pak.

France Presse
ISLAMABAD

Responding to Defence
AMinister Rajnath Singh's
remarks on its arsenal,
Pakistan on Thursday
called for an investigation
into a nuclear “black
market” in India. ~The
Incernational At

Energy Agency should be

tion networks were be

Highlighting the govern-
ment's push for indigenous
defence capability, the Mi-
nister noted that modern
arms. missile systems,
drones, and communica-

He underscores India’s resolve to fight terrorism
and lauds armed forces for Operation Sindoor

consistently. It must dis-
mantle terrorist infrastruc-
ture and ensure &s territo-

i his address, Mr. Singh

3 terrorists
killed in
Pulwama,
say police

SRINAGAR

Three terrorists were killed
in a joint operation of the
security forces In south
ir's Pulwama on

potice said.
forces re-
regard-
Ing movement of terrorists
in that area (Nader, Tral,
Acordon was

e people of J&K for their
e o e fase of ter.
. “I salute the cour-
age of the people of this re-

who have withstood

panying the Defence Minis-
ter dunn the visll were

logue with Pakistan, he
said, “Talks

JRK
Manoj Sinha, CI lef mmu-

forces are better prepared

than ever before,” he said.
Reiterating India’s long-

standing position on dia-

rism and Pakistan-Occu-
pled Kashmir™

He also referred to Pa-
kistans previous commit-
ments, includi one

ener:
Upendra Dwivedi, and Pt
er senior officials.

RELATED REPORTS
» PAGES

lasd. It led to an encounter
between the forces and
holed-up terrorists,” V.K.
Birdi. Inspector- (.emia.l of
Police, Kashrir, sa!

According to e’ Anny,

slain terrorists

been identified as Asu
Ahmed shel

T
said. Mr. Birdi said the op-
eration was ~part of an all-
out effort to decimare that
terror ecosystem”.

INSIDE
-~

matters on May 20 the Chief
Justice sad. » PAGE 4

Heat and dust

10 ‘extremists”
gunned down

in Manipur
GuwABATE

The Assam Rifles gunned down

NEW DELIE
Marking the first Minister-level
cutreach, External Affairs

©n AUgUST 16, 2021. » PAGE &
cm
x

yavya Path in New Delhi on Thursday, as a mirage 5rms on @ HOt afemoon. SUSHL KULAR VERMA

Trade deficit grows to $8.65 billion
in April as merchandise imports rise

NEW DELHI

IOCRA) ool g aAnl;
cou rchan-
Gise and services,

to $8.65 billion in April,

the Ministry of Commerce
Industry released on

‘While briefing the me-
dia, Commerce Secretary
sunil Barthwal also men-
tioned that India’s total ex-
ports, h:

\:’v idening gap
ot 38,43 bition 1

<
e impor

sl biny Ame by by

anae

i Ap
© a1 $64.91 biltion

Frew 9% 1 $38.49 billion
o aprl 2025, while the m-

. widened to $26.4 bil-
ket April this year, as
to $19.19 billion

and services, stood at
$824.9 billion in 2024-25,
the highest-ever, up 6%
from 2023-24.

Merchandise  exports

nificantly gy
$64.91 billion, as com-
pared to the same month
of Last year. The merchan-
Qise trade deficit, there-

last year. Expors of tobac-
43%)

o offee
S50y, electronic Eoods
©9.51), mica, coal other
minerals

(34.43%), frults and vegeta-
Bies CIOTEI), and mstine
products (17.57%) marked a

Just 4.6% ro $17.54 bil-
tion in April, taking the ser-
vices surplus  to
S17.77 billion.
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» PAGE 12

T.N. CM slams Presidential
Reference to top court on
timeline to act on State Bills

W DELEL

Strongly condemning
Presidential Reference "
ure under

Bills, Tamil Nadu Chief M-
nister M.K. Stalin on Thurs-
day sasd it was a desperate

duct of Governors and the
President while dealing
with State ills sent to
them for assent or re-
served for consideration.

Reference
asked o jud.ll:ial orders can
dictate by what time and
how the President and Go-
wvernors should function

Constitutional
position” settled by the top
court in the Tamil Nadu
Governos
and other precedents.

The P nt’s move to
seek clarity arose from an
April nt of a
Bench of justices 1.B. Pardi-
wala and R Mahadevan in
a petition filed by the Tami

N government _chal-
lenging the Governor's de.
lay in clearing 10 -passed

Bills and his subsequent
action to reserve them for

Question of clarity
President Droupadi Murmw has SOt claity from the
Supreme Courtan the ‘scope and contours' of Article 142

The

raised 14 quostions,
nclu

which &

sent 10 Bills be gven

Caer SC impose
andd

Ministers?

consideration by the Prest-
dent.

The Reference asked
whether, in the absence of
any constitutionally pre-
scribed time lmit for Go-
vernors and President,
time lmits could be im-
posed and manner of exer-

orders. “Can the Constitu-
tional powers of the Presi-
den

ters of procedural law or
does it extend to issuing di-

rections contrary to or in-
consistent witi existing

ing a law?" &t asked.

it said the “concept of
deemed assent” of the Pre-
sident and the Gowernor,

The Reference has also
raised questions about a

twojudge Bench of the
court pronouncing jude-
“substantial

questions of law... without

=t b e e
scribed under Article 145
(3) of the Constitution.

The Reference further
ked the court to clarify
utional

ovisions ol the Constitu-
Honz it

r Article 200. It raised
Ao o ohatiee he

the validity of the
“deemed"” assent, the Refe-
rence has gueried if a law

e by a State Legislature
could even “be

of Governors and the Presi-

nt under Articles 200
and 201, respectively. was
even justiciable. “Is Article
361 of the C im-

a law in force without the

assent of the Governor”.

“Are de-:lslons of the Go-
rnor

o even
the BIRl in duestion becom-

[t
munity given to President
and Governors from legal
action while in office] an
absolute bar to judicial re-

—+




Question of clarity

President Droupadi Murmu has sought clarity from the
Supreme Court on the ‘scope and contours’ of Article 142

Presidential
Reference:
Article

143 of the
Constitution
empowers the
President to
seek advice
from the
Supreme Court
on questions
of law or

fact, present
or future,

of public
importance

The President has
raised 14 questions,
which include:

mCan SCimpose
timelines and
dictate the manner
of exercise of
powers by
Governors
and the
President
under Article
200, 201, re-
spectively?

m Can deemed con-
sent to Bills be given
through a judicial
order?

®m What are constitu-
tional options before
a Governor when

a Bill is sent for
his assent. |Is he
bound by the

aid and advice
of the Council of
Ministers?
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Former Defence Secretary
takes charge as UPSC head
Former Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar took

as Chairman of the Union Public Service
Commiasion (LPSC) on Thursday. He was

Tushar Mehta to lead lawwve:
team in Tahawwur Rana trial

The Centre has

nted a team of lawyers

on April 10 upon his arrival here. Rana is accused
being imvolved in the conspiracy behind the
2008 strikes orchestrated by Pakistan-based
rerrorist group Lashkar-e-Taiba in which 166
pecple were killed and over 238 injured. -

Centre to step up diplomatic
outreach on Indo-Pak. clash

Gont. will form teams oo

leaders froim across

irical li

who will visit key capital

cities across the world and imeeract with gost. and civil society groups o present India’s case

Subasind Haidax
Sablhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

he sovernment is

e
tlons for & dl lomatlc our-

o present Padias patc of
view on the recent India-
Pakistan conflict in the
walte of the Pahalgam at-

External

Ministry of

Affalrs (MEA} did 0ot Tes-
pond to requests for 3 com-
ment on the plan and why
the movermment felt it was
required. The

23. They will visit various
gapltals and interact wih

roment and civil
socbe().' Eroups. Sources al-
50 confirmed that former

Fron
the pdldca] s 1wl o
so have farmer diplomats
and other specialises. 1

Pt s wll loave
for different destinations
across the world on May

different fais
fiya Qureshi
Commander

Tricolour shimes: BIF workers hold
‘OpEration SINGoor, i STNAEAT on THUrsday, mRAN IS5

Jammn end Kesdmiz Chrief
ahi

2 Tirmna’ march in suppar of

sl.ngh 10 lead the military
lefings.

“The idea is to bring the
focus back on the coTe is-
sue of terrorism, which

cupied Kashmir on May 7.

MEA pokesperson
Fandhix Jaiswal at & pross
rence in the capital

the

~any issues pertaming m
the Indian Union Territory
be

tan bilaterally™.

country’s
view point and for berter

—to- 1e out-
reach. In 1994, Prime Mi-
nister P.V. Narasimha Rao
sent Leader of the Opposi-
tion Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
former Ja&K Chief Minister

Rights
(UMHRC) in Geneva, where
a Pakistan-sponsored reso-
hution thar sought m cen-
sure India on human rights
n J&E was defeated .

O
led a similar delegation o
Africa In 2008,

Jaishankar speaks
with Taliban’s Acting
Foreign Minister

MEW DELHL

Marking the first Minister-
level onrreach w the Tali-
ban ad.nllll] ration i Af
phanistan, External Affairs
Kiinister 3. Jaishankar on
Thursday held 2 relephione
conversarion the “Act-
Afghan Foreign Minis-
Amir n Mumagl.
cemrversation. came
days after the Taliban ad-
ministration, which India

ter-
The

e
nr qul amax left 26 inno-
an,

deozens
Lnjun-d,

“Good  conversatnon
with Farelgn

this evening.
Deeply appreciate his con-
demnation of the Pahal-
gam tervorist attack,” sabd
Mr. Jaishankar in a mes-

had

Outhit first came to power

dia’s official policy has fo-

Muttagi sondemns
the terror strike in

on_April 22
that left 26 dead

cused on the wellbeing of
people and in

that direction, the Govern-
ment of India has allowed
the Taliban to gradually
take charge of the Afghan
missions in Delhi, Mumbai
and Eyderabad 1o carer to

“walcomed his frm rejec-
Hon of recent attempts to
creqie diatmat otween In-
Afghanistan
a.mu.;n false and baseless

in freeing Afghan prisoness
in indian jails.

Gig workers’ meeting demands
minimum wages, social security

EW DELEHI

A 1ound(lble held hene on
Thurs,

wages, social security and
legal protections for g
warkess

wiith i

ionise
Any initiative for organis-

and The

meeting demanded a i ing. protesting and raising

partite welfare Board for mands &s met with ter-

Elg_ wor in all states mlna[lnn of work,” a state-

and at the Central lewel o s ment issued after the meet-

COMPTISINE  TEPTEsenia-  Weiding comcerms: 4 the roundiable heid n Delhi on Thursday. gig A0 sasd.

thves from employees, em-  warkers highlighted the ‘harsh realities” they face i the sectar. P11 The meeting demanded

ployers ments a minimum come
The meeting. tiled ments. fanpahal secretary The testimonies shared the workers based on

ward™, Ay anon-  img woul
governmental  organis. policymakers so thar a
tfion, Janpahal, and the Gig  more equitable gig econo-
Workers Association decid- iy be created in the
ed to foster dialogue bet-  couni

ween stakeholders o idern Representatives  from
ify the way v n  the Uni State go-
ensuring corkers'  wernments and nterna-
rights w the contextof  thomal organisations  ad-

workers in the meeting  their logged-in hours. “The

ointed an reduction in
realities of work~ in the the rate cards for workers
sector. = dictatorial by

the companies is a

feature in their life. There

policy for online platform
takes or no mistakes. So-  workers.

clety also looks at them
Most of

ISRO set to launch earth observation
satellite using PSLV rocket on Sunday

BENGALURL

The indian Space Research
Organisation ASRO) is all
geared wup for iis I0st
Launch with the PSLV-CEL /

The IR0 on Thumsday
said the PSLV was move:
from. the Payload [n(egra
tion Facility to the Mobile
se

rvice e space-
port in Sriharikota for
further ine

EOS-00 ks

Collaberation om: Faricpants at a meet of the ISR and JAXA in
Bengstun on May 13 snd 14 for the Chandrayaan S missian. s

ditions round the clock.

Chandrayaan-5 meet
The ISRO and the JAXA,
the space agency of japan
conducted the third
face-to-face Technical In-
terface Meeting
for the Chands.
nar Polar Exploration (LU-
PEX) misslon az the ISRO
Ter

capeuring of high-sesohs
tion images of earth's sur.
face under allweather con-

on May 13 and 14
The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials, pro-

Ject executives, and techni-
cal team members from
the [SEO, JAXA, and Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries
(MHD), Japan

the legacy of
Llland.layasnl

drayaan-4 (India's Arse lu-
nar sample return mis-
sion), the Chandrayaan-5/

LUPEX mission will be the

drayasn series of lunar
missions, in collaboration
h Tu-

cluding lunar water, in the
vicinity of a Permanently
Shadowed in the lu-

tion and in-situ analysis of
wolatiles reserved in
the hunar polar region.
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Idol made by Bhogar

Pazhani hill is known by different names — Sivagiri, Sakd-

iri and ldumban Malsi_

Arunagirinatha has sung 96 Ti-

pooram manosilal, gaurl
pashanam. gandhakam, kudiraippal pashanats and rass

5|3

6
=
8

3
1 5
8
5 <+

A Db vve

sution to previsus puzsie

DIFFICULTY RATING: W ET T LT or

ok

There is a symbolism behind the use of nine
herbs. The number nine s significan:

¢ here. Hindu philoso-

phy talks of navadwara l:rdne tmteg: for the exit of waste

wo ears, two nostrils,

3
X nitalia. The oy b e hose i which

This house has nine exit points, and this

hinioe 1a chommed of all dostas by Pazhan Mg The
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made of nine herbs symbolises this. A sub-
£ known as mooppu or karma has

Foeehead, fheat and Sl the hip.

Tor Riuragan is done with o, gooseberry ex-

tract, milk, curd, ghee, turmeric,

panchamritham (made with the pulp of fruits),

water, tender cocOnUE water, tapana kalasa wa-

ardamom. <| . edi

been used in the

sugarcane juice, homey,
sandal

ble camphor etc
Imaage

erce. Abhisekos help proses v e &

made by Ellugar wl(l\ navapashanarm.

was a

ban Swamigal

Pazhani Murugan. He wrote 120

Ereat
erses. i Which e referred to PAShant MuFGELT. a5 Daf
dayuthapani. Howewver, Pamban Swamigal did oot viskt
Pazhani

i even once,




ISRO set to launch earth observation
satellite using PSLV rocket on Sunday

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) is all
geared up for its 101st
launch with the PSLV-C61 /
EOS-09 mission to be
launched at 5.59 a.m. on
Sunday from the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota.

The ISRO on Thursday
said the PSLV was moved
from the Payload Integra-
tion Facility to the Mobile
Service Tower at the space-
port in Sriharikota for
further integration.

EOS-09 is an earth ob-
servation satellite which is
expected to boost India’s
surveillance capabilities in
all-weather  conditions.
The satellite is equipped
with C-band synthetic
aperture radar enabling
capturing of high-resolu-
tion images of earth’s sur-
face under all-weather con-

Collaboration on: Participants at a meet of the ISRO and JAXA in
Bengaluru on May 13 and 14 for the Chandrayaan-5 mission. ISRO

ditions round the clock.

Chandrayaan-5 meet
The ISRO and the JAXA,
the space agency of Japan,
jointly conducted the third
face-to-face Technical In-
terface Meeting (TIM-3),
for the Chandrayaan-5/Lu-
nar Polar Exploration (LU-
PEX) mission at the ISRO
Headquarters in Bengaluru
on May 13 and 14.

The meeting was attend-
ed by senior officials, pro-

ject executives, and techni-
cal team members from
the ISRO, JAXA, and Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries
(MHI), Japan.

“Following the legacy of
Chandrayaan-1, Chan-
drayaan-2 (orbiter-based
lunar exploration), Chan-
drayaan-3  (lander-rover
based in-situ exploration)
and the forthcoming Chan-
drayaan-4 (India’s first lu-
nar sample return mis-
sion), the Chandrayaan-5/

LUPEX mission will be the
fifth mission in the Chan-
drayaan series of lunar
missions, in collaboration
with JAXA, to study the lu-
nar volatile materials, in-
cluding lunar water, in the
vicinity of a Permanently
Shadowed Region in the lu-
nar south pole,” ISRO said.

The mission will be
launched by JAXA onboard
its H3-24L launch vehicle,
carrying the ISRO-made lu-
nar lander, which will car-
ry the MHI, Japan-made lu-
nar rover. ISRO, apart from
developing the lunar lan-
der, is also responsible for
developing a few scientific
instruments for the mis-
sion. The scientific instru-
ments for this mission
would be contributed by
ISRO, JAXA, ESA and NA-
SA, all thematically con-
nected with the explora-
tion and in-situ analysis of
the volatiles reserved in
the lunar polar region.

+



1. Key Highlights:

* The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is set to launch the PSLV-C61/EOS-09 mission at

5:59 a.m. on Sunday from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota.

* The satellite to be launched is EOS-09, an earth observation satellite aimed at enhancing India’'s

surveillance capabilities under all-weather conditions.



2. Technical Features of EOS-09:

 Equipped with C-band Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR):
» Enables high-resolution imaging of Earth's surface, irrespective of weather conditions.
* Enhances surveillance along India's borders and coastlines.

 Applications:

 Border surveillance: Keeps a check on sensitive areas, particularly in the north and

northeastern regions.
» Disaster management: Assists in tracking natural disasters like floods and landslides.

» Environmental monitoring: Tracks changes in land cover and deforestation.



3. Chandrayaan-5 Mission:

« Collaborative Effort:
» Joint mission between ISRO and JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency).

» Conducted the third face-to-face Technical Interface Meeting (TIM-3) for Lunar Polar

Exploration (LUPEX) Mission on May 13 and 14 in Bengaluru.
« Objective:

e To study lunar volatile materials, including lunar water, in a Permanently Shadowed Region

(PSR) of the lunar south pole.
e Launch Vehicle:

 H3-24L Launch Vehicle: Provided by JAXA.

* |ISRO-made lunar lander to carry the MHI, Japan-made lunar rover.



» Historical Context:
» Builds on the legacy of previous Chandrayaan missions:
« Chandrayaan-1 (orbiter),
« Chandrayaan-2 (orbiter-based lunar exploration),
 Chandrayaan-3 (lander-rover based in-situ exploration).

 LUPEX Mission: Planned as a joint exploration of lunar water and volatiles.

4. Collaboration and Scientific Contributions:

 The mission also includes scientific instruments developed by ISRO, JAXA, ESA, and NASA.

* |Instruments are designed to support in-situ analysis of volatiles in the lunar polar region.



RILgets $2.9 bn
in India’s biggest
loan since 2023

FE BUREAU
Mumbai, May 15

RELIANCE INDUSTRIES (RIL) HAS
secured adual-currencyloanworth
$2.9billion,according tosources.It
isthelargest offshoreloan raised by
an Indian companyin over ayear.

The loan agreement was signed
last week and will see participation
of 55 banks, making it the largest
bank group fora syndicated loanin
Asia so far this year.

Theloanis split into two parts:a
$2.4-billion tranche in US dollars
and a second tranche in Japanese
yen valued at 67.7 billion yen
(5462 million).

This transaction has pushed
foreign currency loan volumes
raised by Indian companies
to around $10.4 billion so far in
2025 — the quickest year-to-date
pace in at least a decade,
Bloomberg data showed.

While syndicated lending in the
broaderAsia-Pacificregion (exclud-
ing Japan) has slumped to a two-
decade lowof $29 billion in G3 cur-
rencies—US dollars, euros and
yen—India has stood out.

The latest borrowing comes as
the Mukesh Ambani-helmed com-
pany continues to ramp up invest-
ment across its diverse businesses.
In his address at RIL's annual gen-
eral meeting (AGM)in August 2024,
Ambani had laid out an ambitious
roadmap, stating the group aimed
to break into the world’s 30 most
valuable companies, up from its
current position in the top 50.

Ambani pointed to the group’s
increasing focus on deep technol-
ogyandadvanced manufacturing—
which necessitated increased
investments. He also outlined new
plans for the company’s ‘new
energy’ division, projecting it to
match the scale and profitability of
Reliance’s traditional oil-to-chem-

DUAL CURRENCY
Relianee

‘ lrlduslrivsismtui

(ii’ul"“’ 3
mTheloan
agreement was
signed last
week and will
see participation
of 55 banks
mTheloanis mThe
splitinto a transaction
$2.4 billion has pushed
trancheinUS | foreign
dollars and currency loan
a second volumes raised
tranche in by Indian firm
Japaneseyen | toaround
valued at $10.4 bn so
67.7bnyen | farin 2025

m Reliance Industries has
repayments worth $2.9 bn,

including interest pay-
ments, due this year

icals (02C) business within five to
sevenyears.

The group also committed to
major investments in biogas, plas-
ticsand polyester production.These
include the establishment of 55
compressed biogas plants by 2025,
a pilot project for an integrated
energy plantation, and expanded
capacity in polyvinyl chloride (PVC),
chlorinated PVC (CPVC), and spe-
cialty polyester by 2026-27.

RIL has repayments worth
about $2.9 billion, including inter-
est payments, due in 2025,
Bloomberg data show.



1. Key Highlights:

« Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has secured a dual-currency offshore loan worth $2.9 billion, the

largest offshore loan raised by an Indian company in over a year.
 The loan is split into two parts:

e $2.4 billion tranche in US dollars.

» 67.7 billion yen ($462 million) tranche in Japanese yen.

2. Loan Details:

* The agreement was signed last week, involving 55 banks, marking it the largest bank group for a

syndicated loan in Asia for this year.

» The transaction has pushed foreign currency loan volumes raised by Indian companies in 2025 to

around $10.4 billion, the fastest year-to-date pace in a decade.



3. Economic Context:

* Syndicated Lending Trends:

* Syndicated lending in the Asia-Pacific region (excluding Japan) has dropped to a two-decade

low of $29 billion in G3 currencies (US dollars, euros, yen).
» Despite the overall slump, India stands out with RIL's significant borrowing.
* Foreign Currency Loans in 2025:

» Indian companies raised $10.4 billion in foreign currency loans, indicating the quickest year-to-

date pace in a decade.



4. Strategic Investments:

 Expansion Plans:

* At RIL's annual general meeting (AGM) in August 2024, Mukesh Ambani laid out an ambitious
roadmap aiming to make RIL one of the top 30 most valuable companies globally from its

current position in the top 50.
* Key Investment Areas:
« New Energy Division:
* Focus on advanced manufacturing and green energy.
» Plans to expand the oil-to-chemicals (02C) business within 5 to 7 years.
» Biogas and Plastics:
55 compressed biogas plants by 2025.
* Integrated energy plant projects.

» Expansion in PVC, CPVC, and specialty polyester production by 2026-27.
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Adani terminates
pact with Celebi
at two airports

MUMBAY/NEW DELHI
Adani Airport Moldings Lt
s34 1t has terminated the
ground handng concession
agreement with Turkish firm
Ceiebil 3t Mumba and
Anmedabad aiports with
immediate effect and has
asied it to handover all ground
handling faciities. Earier, the
Centre had revoked Celebrs
security clearance. 3 PAGE 11

Pak. will use IMF aid to fund terror: Rajnath

Defence

urges the or to

reconsider its $1 billion assistance for Pakistan

Te-

Defence Minister

the Interna-
Fun,

3 . would
be ‘directly or indirectly
used to fund terrorism_
ing defence per-
the Bhuj Alr
Force station in Gujarat,
M= Singh called upon the

Rushdie attacker L
awarded 25-year IMF,
impr

IMF to s $1 bil-
lion assistance to Pakistan
and refrain from any sup-
port in the future as well.

ndirect” terror fund
“Certainly, a lange part of

the IM! llion assis-

tince will e nsed

the terror infrastructure.
not be

Alr Force (IAF) for eliminac-
ing terror camps in Pakis-
tan and

indirect funding by the
an international or-

MAYVILLE
The man convicted of stabbing
Saiman Rushdie on 3 New York
lecture stage in 2022, leaving
the author blind in e

for terror? Any
financial assistance 1o Pa-

istan Is no
funding. 1
sives to the IMF
be used, directly or indi-
rectly, to create terror in-
in Pakistan or

was
25 years In prison. A pary found
Hadi Matar, 27, guilty of
attempted murder and assault
in February. Mr. Rushdie did
ot return to the court for his
the sentencing, » PAGE 12

SC denies bail to
two accused in
A.P. iquor scam

NEW DELHI
The Supreme Court has sad an

Andhea Pradesh liquor scam
case on Friday. The accused
were serving in former Chief
Minister ¥.5. chan
Reddy's office. » PAGE 3

any other country;” the De-
fence Minister said.
Appreciating the Indian

Kashmir (PoK) In just 23
miunkes Tnder. Operaiion
Sindoor, Mr. said,

dropped inside the enemy
territory, Mr. Sing| .
Saying that the Pakistan

At Bhuj Air Force station, he lauds the IAF role
in successfully carrying out Operation Sindoor

infrastructure of the Lash-

cated in Muridke and Baha-
walpur, Mr. Si called
upon IMF to leconsh:lgr

tan will spend the tax col-
lected from its citizens to
give around 24 crore to
Masood Azhar, the head of

- -
Power point: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh with defence persannel at the Bhuj Air Force station in Gujarst an Friday. PT1

sish-edchammed (Jeb)

even
signated terrorist.”
fence Minister said.

Higlighting the role of

ation, it not only dominat-

the enemy, but
decimated them. India‘s
fighter aircraft were capa-
bile of striking every corner

ed

Made in India equipment
have become a

military power. The wea-

Operation Sindoor was just a trailer, will show
the whole movie, if required, the Minister adds

Opp to Defence Research and De-
PP -

Jjoin diplomatic played a tremendous role.

outreach efforts Duri the wvisit, Mr

NEW DELY
Parilamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijis has reached cut to
senior leaders fro

Opposition and the nuling

T Maor countries in Europe,
West Asia, and Africa, to
present India's poirt of view on
the recent confict with
Palistan. According to sources,
several leaders have accepted
the invitation, These
delegations, compeising
roughly 10 members each, will
have parlismentarians, former
diplomats, and strategic
experts» PAGE 4

pons manufactured in In-
etrable,”

e Br: pe
ic missile, Mr. Singh said
pammn had kself accept-

ssile
This Made In India missile
showed Pakistan the light
of day in the darkness of
nighe, he said, also lauding
India's air defence system,
in w nd other
radar sys(elns made by the

Singh interacted with per-
sonnel from ree Ser-
vices, Border Security
Force (BSF), and other se-
curity agencies. He was al-
so briefed on the S

security situation
erational pmpalednexs by
senior commanders

waves of
arones during the four

tion following India's prect-
sion strikes on nine terror

camps in Pakistan and PoK
on the night of May 6-7.
2 Set

ty and security of critical
assets in the region.”
Army’s Air Defence un—
fes, depkvytd near Bhujan
funy

attempts to target vital
nuumy installations, the
cial added.

Lost and found

“India focused on

Guard personnel rescusd six crew members of a cargo ship, MV Sofomath, that sank off the Mangaluns coast on
Wednesday moring, leaving them adrift in a dinghy. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Russia, Ukraine will swap
prisoners but fail to agree
on truce at talks in Turkiye

A e France Presse
ISTANBUL

Russia and Ukraine agreed

crade ideas on a possible
ceasefire and
potential meeting between

highly

Istanbul, which lasted just
over utes.

were few signs of more slg-

Retrospective green
clearances ‘illegal’

the 2017 and

¥
with Afghanistan”
NEW DELII
A day after External Affaurs
Minister . Jaishariar held a
telephone conversation with
the wath the ‘Acting Afghan
Foreign Minster Mawiswi Amic
Khan Mutta, officials in New
Delhi said India would “do
whatever is necessary” In near
future to establish stronger

i the

NEW DELHI

Supreme Court on Fri-
dary held the grant of ex

2021 Office Memor:

(OM) of the Centre, which
recognised the grant of ex

po.ﬂ fncro ECs, and con-

post fact.
Environmental Clearances
(EC) by the Centre to build-
ing projects and construc-
tions a ~gross ilegality™. It

earan:
form 1o regularise ilegal

country. » PAGE 5

cm
x

The court struck down

circu-
froigpk et gty
tons as illegal and
arbitrary. It. however, sald
till date under
the 2017 notification and
the 2021 OM would be un-
affected by the judgment.

FULL REPORT OM
»PAGES

Centre seeks to enhance
dividends from the RBI

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of Finance is
taking a direct interest in

Reserve Bank of India's
Tevhiw OF Its yudes relating
10 capital buffers, which af-
fect how much dividend it
can send to the govern-

ment, The Hindu has
learnt.
The RBI's officers have

been since january this
vear reviewing the central
nk’s Economic Capital

balance sl

The Ministry of Finance
is conducting a “parallel”
review process to arrive at
his own findings on the

government offi-
Cial ok The Frindis.

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 11

Moscow has cnnsls(enl-
Iy rebuffed those calls,

the anly concrete. agree-
ment appeared to be a deal
to exchange 1,000 prison-
ers each.

“Satisfied

with results’
The two sides also sald
they would “present their

top negotiator,
Medinsky. Russia also took

r:
fied with the results and

Russian,
talks in tstanbul on Friday. A5

ready
tacts.”

to continue con-
Mr.

'l Turkiye officiats 3¢ the

that Russia was making

Ukraine's top

principle to meet

would present cem
ﬁre ideas “in writing

Fican sat at the head
it . tabla ety Mt
and Ukrainian delegations
facing each other, footage
from the room showed.

But progress on more
fundamental issues ap-
peart nimal.

During the talks, a Uk-
rainian source told AFP

demands in a bid to derail
negotiations.

Nevertheless, the t:ucx the

meeting, and _<criticised
Russla for not taking the
talks

Bo!h Moscow and ‘Wash-
ington have talked up the
need for a meeting bet-
ween Putin and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on the
conflict.

Trump has said “noth-
ing’s going to happen” on
the conflict until he meets
Putin face-to-face.




Russia, Ukraine will swap
prisoners but fail to agree
on truce at talks in Turkiye

ence France-Presse
ISTANBUL

Russia and Ukraine agreed
a large-scale prisoner ex-
change, said they would
trade ideas on a possible
ceasefire and discussed a
potential meeting between
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
Vladimir Putin in their first
direct talks in over three
years on Friday.

But coming out of the
highly anticipated talks in
Istanbul, which lasted just
over 90 minutes, there
were few signs of more sig-
nificant progress toward
ending the three-year war.

Kyiv was seeking an “un-
conditional ceasefire” to
pause a conflict that has
destroyed large swathes of
Ukraine and displaced mil-
lions of people.

Moscow has consistent-
Iy rebuffed those calls, and
the only concrete agree-
ment appeared to be a deal
to exchange 1,000 prison-
ers each.

‘Satisfied with results’

The two sides also said
they would “present their
vision of a possible future
ceasefire”, said Russia’s
top negotiator, Vladimir
Medinsky. Russia also took
note of Ukraine’s request
for a meeting of Presidents
Putin and Zelenskyy, he
said. “Overall, we are satis-
fied with the results and

Common ground: Russian, Ukrainian and Turkiye officials at the
talks in Istanbul on Friday. aFp

ready to continue con-
tacts,” Mr. Medinsky
added.

Ukraine’s top negotia-
tor, Defence Minister Rus-
tem Umerov, confirmed
the prisoner swap in a sep-
arate statement and also
said a ceasefire and a possi-
ble presidential meeting
had been discussed.

Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Hakan Fidan, who pre-
sided over the talks, said
the sides had “agreed in
principle to meet again”
and would present cease-
fire ideas “in writing”.

Mr. Fidan sat at the head
of a table - with Russian
and Ukrainian delegations
facing each other, footage
from the room showed.

But progress on more
fundamental issues ap-
peared minimal.

During the talks, a Uk-
rainian source told AFP

TS

that Russia was making
“unacceptable” territorial
demands in a bid to derail
negotiations.

Putin ‘afraid’
Nevertheless, the fact the
meeting took place at all
was a sign of movement.
Putin declined to travel to
Turkey for the meeting,
which he had proposed,
sending a second-level de-
legation instead. Zelensky
said Putin was “afraid” of
meeting, and criticised
Russia for not taking the
talks “seriously”.

Both Moscow and Wash-
ington have talked up the
need for a meeting bet-
ween Putin and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump on the
conflict.

Trump has said “noth-
ing’s going to happen” on
the conflict until he meets
Putin face-to-face.



1. Key Highlights:

Russia and Ukraine agreed to a large-scale prisoner exchange during talks in Istanbul, but failed to

reach a ceasefire agreement.

The discussions marked the first direct talks in over three years between representatives from both

sides.

The only concrete outcome was an agreement to exchange 1,000 prisoners each.

2. Details of the Talks:

The talks lasted over 90 minutes and were held in Istanbul, mediated by Turkish Foreign Minister
Hakan Fidan.

Russia and Ukraine expressed satisfaction with the progress made, though no ceasefire agreement

was finalized.
The Ukrainian side demanded an "unconditional ceasefire", but Moscow refused.

The meeting also involved discussions on a potential meeting between Presidents Putin and

Zelenskyy.



3. Statements and Reactions:

» Russia's Stance:

Russian top negotiator Vladimir Medinsky stated that they would present their vision for a

possible future ceasefire.

Russia termed Ukraine's demands as "unacceptable", which they believe are intended to derail
the talks.

» Ukraine's Stance:

Ukraine's Defence Minister Rustem Umerov confirmed the prisoner swap and indicated that

ceasefire proposals were discussed.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy criticized Putin for not attending the talks, calling it a

sign of "fear" and a lack of seriousness.
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ASI completes conservation
work in Lodhi-era stepwell

The Archaenlogic
collal

a1 Survey of India (AST), in
boration with the World Monuments Fund

Indis (WMED and the TGS Foundation. has

the

“Rajon ki Baoli®, a 16th-century stepwel
in Mehrauli Archaeological Park in New Delhi_
“The “baoli’ ueservolnwas cleaned, de-sited.

wrare Ineroduced th help matain
Traditional maserials e Hee plaster and mortar

authenticity™, a senlor ASL official s

Delhi High Court refuses
interim bail to PFI leader

The Delhi High Court has rejected interim bail on
medical grounds 1o the banned Popular Front of
India’s (PFT) leader -\.s Tenml, =k e aeced §

a terror case, notin

et The court sad | me]alegl st report by

sranted. M. on record indicates that the
ppellant (smail) is being given proper weatment
and he is Improvement even when he is

said. The court further ordered jail suthorities to
take him to AIIMS once every month_

SC strikes down retrospective
environmental clearances

Before starti

@ mew project or ex

one

a clearance must be obtained, sayvs court: conoept

ofan ex post facto nod is in derogation of basic principles of environmental jurisprudence, it adds

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

down heavily.

trained the Unlon govern-
ment from granting ex post
facts clearances in any
form to regularise illegal
constructions.

court struck down
the 2017 notification and
2021 Ofice Memorandum
{OM) of the Centre, which
in effect recognised the
grant of ex post facto LCs.

2001 O
fected by the

Accusing i Contre of
“crafty drafting” to clear il-

Sudiciat

slopment cannat come at tha cost of the

a: D
Smironment. says the SUPREME COUML. FILE FHOT

legal constructons
through recraepective BCs,
cern-

il n‘nly protecting
project proponents whao
had committed gross ile-
gality by commencing con-

principles of environmen-
tal jurisprudence and is an
anarhema to the ELA Notif-
catlon of January 27, 1954,
Justice Dka observed

The judgment said the

government had issued the
2017 nodficarion despite a
clear declaration of the lw

in favour of prior EC by the
Supreme Court in the Com-
mon Cause judgment the
same year.

“The reason why a re
trospective BC or an ex past
fancror clearance &s alien to
environmental  jurispru
dence s thar bafore the fs-

an EC, the statu
bl nnllﬁ(m
careful

The effect of granting an
ex post facto  clearance
would amount to giving
permission to complete

the construction of a pro-
which had ssarted
without prior EC. In cases

‘India to do whatever
is necessary to build
ties with Afghanistan’

MEW DELHI

A day after External Affairs
Minister 5. Jaishankar held
a telephone conversarion
with the “Acting Afghan Fo-
reign Minister” Mawlawi
Amir Khan Murtagi, offi-
cizls here sald mdia woubd

ar;
B mirs sl weas i

visions had the effect of al-
ow! retrospective
regime.

“The 2021 ©M talks
about the concept of deve-
lopment_ Can there be de-
velopment at the cost of
the environment? Conser-
vation of the en
and its improvement is an
essentlal part of the con-
cept of development. The-
refore, going out of the
by ssuing such OM to pro-

those who have
Csed et o fhe el

moves
“do

“bobd move” on Taliban-
Afghanistan

upeoening visic of Mr. M-
tagl to tran and o

Mr. Muttagl and rar
Jalshankar had discus:
it the Take

whanever Is neceasary~ in
near furure o establish

south Block will consider
the possibility of extending
Bumanitaran sssisanes o

refugees who
e b  Forcatally Tepa
triated by P.

Afghanistan, _which
been under iban rule
since August 1. Saurces
d that some of the

ents of the i-

ban  administration 1
been under ideration

in Incdia and that Mr. Musta-

ban 1o take advantage of
the Chahahar port in Iran,

News 3
The Taliban ha -
seribed Mr Muttagi's masl-

wihich
as been sha up Ka-
bul's “balanced™ posture in

part of Afghanistan’s “ac-
tive forekgn policy™

new
=y the External AL
el Ainistry:

CJI praises Justice Bela
Trivedi for being firm,
fearless, and dedicated

MEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India BR.
Gaval on Friday lauded Jus-
ticn Bela bt Tebwuth e himc
coric rise from the sub-
ordinate  Judiclary to be
come the
Ippodm:edto the S
reme Cow
Jiastice Trivedi is retiring
on June G, bat Friday
marked her last working  lcltor-General
day. Chief justice Gavaland  Mehita.
Justice A.G. Masih accom- The Chief Justice, ho-
panied Justice Trivedi on  wever, deplored the Su-
the Ceremonial Bench held
in honour of the retiring  ton (S

Justica Bala M, Trived)

Tushar

Jusdige.
“The Chief justice sald e

views... Bur | must openly
deprecare the stand taken

n as.
sociation.” Chief Justice Ga-
vai said.

The Chief Justice. ho-
wever, expressed his ap-
preciation 1o s
cane Kapil Sibal, " presdant
of SCBA. and senior adva-
cate )uachns Shirvastava,

vice-president of SCBA, for
artending the Ceremondal
Bench despite the resolu-

rless, and dedicated as.a - re  are different
Judge. Justice Trivedi. who  types of judges. There are
was elevated to the mop some who give rellef

court on August 31, 2021,  There are others who do
not give relief. Judges are
ely human beings.

plurality in the Bench and

Bar of the Supreme Gourt.

“Ultimately, what matters

s fa Instiatianad e
v, which sustains

SC questons
plea against
Rohingya

deportation
NEW BELHL
The Supreme Court on Fri-

and ren,  were
d in the Andaman

sea for deportation to
ar.

When country
passing :luough 2 diffeult
time, you come up with
fanciful ideas,” Justice Su-

rya ant asked diem

nch, also com-
prising Fratice b, Koelewa:
s questioned  the

authenticity of mater
placed before it by peti-

Honer fsmail and

s, represented by se-
nior Colin
Gomns.

VSSC Director says ISRO is
committed to sustainable
space exploration practices

The Hindu Furean
THIELVANANTHAFURAS

The progress made by the

T chapter, here on
Friday.

Emphasising the grow
ing role of sustainahle tech
nalogies in the space are
na,  he noted

the
1SRO

5. Unnikrishnan Nair
had made in developing

eco-friendly systems using
semi-cryogenic, cryogenic,

thers was a nesd © place

emphasis on sustainabilicy
and the prindpl&s of circu-
lar economy w develop in-

Director, CSIR-N
stitute for Interdisciplinary
sclence and Technology .
Th 3

NCW aims at
raising gender
sensitvity

on campus

to enhance gender
icy, raise awareness on the
prevent sexual ha-
and address cy-
impacting

nts.
It marks a significant
step sowards building gen-

Interna-

¥
ed.lmann‘nal spaces acrass

in this
o

chemical enginesring in
India’s ©

vancement, partscularly in
the space sector.

Presiding over the ses-
slon, M.C. Dathan

(science) to the Chief Mi-
nister of Kerala, and form-

Vijay, Director,
onal ad d

Ll
Centre for Powder Mesal-
Turgy ew Materials:
and £ K Manu, Deputy DI
rector, WSSC, also spoke
during the session
EVINCE 2025 is themed
on “The art and sclence of
artificial intelligence and
additive manufacturing for
revolutionising the design
and production of mate-

ry. with NCW and
Yuvamanthan, a vouth de-
velopment plasform, lead

ensive
youth-centric _initiatives

has different  Homal integrity shesaid. | mied by the court earfier. advancements the er WSSC Director, said  rials undertaken by the NCW.
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CJI praises Justice Bela
Trivedi for being firm,
fearless, and dedicated

" The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai on Friday lauded Jus-
tice Bela M. Trivedi for her
meteoric rise from the sub-
ordinate judiciary to be-
come the 1I1th woman
judge appointed to the Su-
preme Court.

Justice Trivedi is retiring
on June 9, but Friday
marked her last working
day. Chief Justice Gavai and
Justice A.G. Masih accom-
panied Justice Trivedi on
the Ceremonial Bench held
in honour of the retiring
judge.

The Chief Justice said he
found Justice Trivedi firm,
fearless, and dedicated as a
judge. Justice Trivedi, who
was elevated to the top
court on August 31, 2021,
was hailed by members of
the Bar, Attorney-General
R. Venkataramani, and Sol-

Justice Bela M. Trivedi

icitor-General Tushar
Mehta.

The Chief Justice, ho-
wever, deplored the Su-
preme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA) for deciding to
not hold the traditional of-
ficial farewell ceremony for
Justice Trivedi.

“There are different
types of judges. There are
some who give relief.
There are others who do
not give relief. Judges are
ultimately human beings.
Everybody has different

views... But I must openly
deprecate the stand taken
by the association (SCBA)...
Such a stand ought not to
have been taken by the as-
sociation,” Chief Justice Ga-
vai said.

The Chief Justice, ho-
wever, expressed his ap-
preciation to senior advo-
cate Kapil Sibal, president
of SCBA, and senior advo-
cate Rachna Shirvastava,
vice-president of SCBA, for
attending the Ceremonial
Bench despite the resolu-
tion of the Bar body.

Justice Masih said he
was sorry that the tradi-
tional SCBA farewell cere-
mony was not being held.

In her speech, Justice
Trivedi reflected on the
plurality in the Bench and
Bar of the Supreme Court.
“Ultimately, what matters
most is institutional inte-
grity, which sustains na-
tional integrity,” she said.




1. Key Highlights:

Chief Justice of India (CJI) B.R. Gavali praised Justice Bela M. Trivedi for her firmness,

fearlessness, and dedication as a Supreme Court judge.
Justice Trivedi is the 11th woman judge appointed to the Supreme Court and will retire on June 9.

Her last working day was marked on Friday, where CJI Gavai and Justice A.G. Masih accompanied

her on the Ceremonial Bench.

2. Achievements and Career:

Justice Trivedi was appointed to the Supreme Court on August 31, 2021.
She rose from the subordinate judiciary to the apex court, symbolizing a meteoric rise in her career.

CJl Gavai appreciated her tenacity and commitment to upholding justice, describing her as "firm,

fearless, and dedicated."



3. Controversy Over Farewell:

CJI Gavai criticized the Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) for not holding the traditional

farewell ceremony for Justice Trivedi.
He openly expressed that such a decision by SCBA was inappropriate.

However, CJl acknowledged the presence of senior advocates Kapil Sibal and Rachna Shrivastava

at the Ceremonial Bench despite the SCBA's resolution.

4. Justice Trivedi's Reflections:

In her farewell speech, Justice Trivedi emphasized the plurality of the Bench and Bar in the

Supreme Court.

She stated that "institutional integrity" is more important than individual perspectives,

emphasizing that judges are human beings with different views.

Justice Trivedi expressed that institutional integrity is essential to maintain national integrity.
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to get donated

food in Khan Younis in Gaza Strip on Friday. AP

More stars join
protest letter over
Gaza ‘genocide’

CANNES

Hollywood heavywelghts Joaquin Phoenix, Pedro

Gaza, the organ!

mning the Ailm
in

The petition, signed by more “han 530 actors
s Blemaakers, ales Aenotmiced Iamels killing of
Fatima

the young Gaz

featured in the document,

ary Put Your Soul in

Your Hand and Walk, which premiered at the
“Ther:

Cannes film festival on

e organisers of the letter said the French ac-

Th
tor Juliette Binoche.
Cannes, also

who is chairing the jury at
added her name to the letter, along

with Rooney M ATS indie director Jim jJar-
musch an,

eemed to pull back from sup-
.

el
The growing protest comes after several days of

tarritory, with 120 peopie Xilled o Thursday and

dead since midni

star Ralph Fiennes as well as Ri-

nenberg, Pedro Almodovar, Alfonso Cuaron, Mike
Leigh said they were “ashamed~ of their indus-
try’s failure to speak out about Israel's siege of Ga-
za In the original letter.

Residents of Afghan capital are forced
to choose between water and food

Kabul faces a loomi

water crisis driven

and

ed by
KABUL
very week, Bibi Jan
scrapes " togecher
of her hus-

band's meagre dally wage
to buy precious
rickshaw-drawn
that supply reside:
ghanistan’s  increasingly
parched ca

Kabul faces a looming
water crisis, driven by un.

days, they say. ~Vou bought
water and nothing for us,~
the 45-year-old housewife
said, describing reusing
her supplies for bathing.
dishes and laundry.

Early warnings
Experts have long sounded
the alarm over Kabul's wa-
i e

ground water in Kabul by
2030" without urgent ac-
tion, the UN children’s

cautious, citing limit-
ed consistent and reliable
dara, tion

is clearly deterio
30 Cliff Is 2 ~worst-

e it water
resources management
e m Mayar. But

Dry capitat: Afghans fil caristers with water from a tanker in Kabul. Private suppliers charge twi

T Talibac acktoskioe

launched projects
rangng from recydling wa-
ter to building hundreds of
small dams across the
country, but larger inter-
ven: remain hampered
by financing and technical
capacity.

‘Decreasing day by day*

‘They remain unrecognised

by any country since they

ousted the Western-backed
and

tion growth -
ban planning and climate
drives below-aver-

ange
age precipitation.

their severe Interpretation
of 1slamic law, with restric-
tions on women being a

major sticking point.

They have repeﬂedl)
(alled for non-governm.

21 groups to reboot stalled
projects on waber and Qi
mate change, as Afghanis-
tan faces = xnlne of the hax—
shest effects™ in the region,
according to the United Na-
tions.

The water and energy
ministry wants to divert
water from the Panjshir riv-
er to the capital, but needs
$300 million to $400 mil-
Hon. A dam project near

ease pres-
sures but was delayed after

a5 much 35 the state-owned UTRRy. AFP

s TG
“5q

¥or now, Kabul's prim-

.00.000 unregulated
wells across the city that

ed
million-cubic-metre (20~

e; interventions by Taliban have been
by over 1 lakh unregulated wells

billion-gallon) deficit, ex-

operations

state-owned water compa-
ny UWASS.

Water systems designed

ades ago serve Just 20%

of the city’s population,

e
past 20 years, sald Mr. Za-
hidi.

“Use
At one of Kabuls 15 pump-

manager Mohammad Eh-
san said the seven-year-old
well &s already producing
Two others

worked in water manage-
ment for two decades. as
he stood over an old well.

twice as deep to
reach groundwater.

Bibi Jan and many other
Kabulls are forced to lug
water in heavy jugs from
wells or buy it from
tankers.

These suppliers charge
at least twice as much as

more pricier in a country
where 85% of the popula-
ton n less than a dol-
1ar a day.

‘“Tipping point

& Eravity: Sri Wabrurs, also known by her nickname Ayu, Braba tios from
 ocally Known as Tong setan’ or satan's barrel, ata

Palm oil supplants cash as school
fees in DR Congo’s rebel-held Goma

GoMA
Cash has become so scarce

in Goma, the eastern Con-
golese city seized by anti-

trolled areas.

since dlosed,
cash points are all but
nts of

ki, a teacher at the Majengo

Mo takers: Money changers set rates that are out of reach for many

school, as he lifted a can of
oil left by a parent._ “We are
Just getting by, this situa-
ton is untenable.” h

Goods as fees

Parents “show up at school
offering food and the
school asks them to pre-
sent a sample~, Augustin

Vangisivavi. an official at

people in DR Congo, one of the world's pocrest countries. AP

the Majengo school, said.
The school then “1ocks for
which teachers are inter-
ested” in the goods. "A

receipt &s issued.” Mr. Van-
istvavi said.

1t is an interim solution,

Congolese living in

M23-controlled areas.
Money ngers  set

rates that are out of reach

has set up a fi-
nancial _authority while
waiting for the banks to re-
open and has called on pe-
ople to put their savings in-
to it. So far hhasnmbem
successful and ex;

lleve the authority should
be limited to centralising
taxes paid to the armed
sroup.

50 years since first woman scaled Everest, a thousandth ascent is on the way

a century later, worias
highest mountain is set to
record as-
cent by a

while men had got there
11,955 times, according to
an analysis of figures from
the Himalayan Database.

Won't ‘be lin:lmd‘
When Ms. eached
the peak of h\mal in197s,
38 men had pre
o
*

‘With her all-woman team,
she had struggled to find
sponsors for her expedi-
tion, often being told that
they would be better off

r she completed
her descent.

1n her notebook, Ms. Ta-
bei laid out her pext objec-

tapan's Juniko Tabei (left], the first woman to cimb Mount Everest, and Nepalese Lhakpa Sherpa, who
has daimed the female recond for the number of ascents: by May she had done 10. s+

tific journal.

Few women sherpas

Since then, Everest has
been climbed by 870 diffe-
rent women of 85 different
nationalities, some having
succeeded several times.

After Nepali climbers, the
United States. India and
China have sent the most
men to the summit — and
sent 39% of the women.
The sherpas, the Nepall
guides  w accompany
their clients up Everest, are

almost all men. Everest's

Nepal accounts for
half of the ascents by men,
but only 9% of those by wo-
men: 90 ascents by 66 dif-
ferent women.

Dawa Yangzum Sherpa,
who climbed in 2012, is

currently the only woman
to be a certified Nepali
guide who received an in-
ternational  diploma in
2018. “This is a challenging
field, even more so if you
are a girl. There e peo-
said this is not a
girl's job, that 1 won't get
work,” she said.
Before her, Pasang L
o s 503 Do e e Arat
Nepali woman to reach the
top of Everest. nunng her
nt she res
with a colleague whn was
suffering from _ altitude
sickness and both died of
exhaustion. She became a

Everest today starts with
an arch paying tribute w

T.
Her successor Lhakpa

Sherpa, the second Nepali
woman to reach the sum-
mit In 2000, since
glakmed the female record
T of ascents:
hy \'ay she had done 10.

No ox) n
Thirteen years after Junko

route than that allowed by
her permit, Ms. Bradey ac
cledl ot o clatus Ever
achievement at the Nepali
tourism ministry, but &t
was recognised years later.
When women and men
are taken together, only
229 ascents, or less than
%, succeeded without ox-
vEen. Ms. Bradey and only
nine er women are on
the list. “This is a different
game from climbing

bottle, a respiratory aid
wihi, with oxygen.
fects of altitude. As she Maybe women are a lll’ﬂe
made the ascent on her  bit more s
Own, the other membersof  Germany's  Billl Bleﬂlng.
tion edto the director of the Hima-
the Nepali capital of Kath- layan Database which
mandu, where they public-  tracks expeditions to the
Iy cast on her top of Everest, said.

Facing betng thrown
for Daving taban ancther

cost of the ascent

The
varies from $45.000 to
200.000.

Amx




50 years since first woman scaled Everest, a thousandth ascent is on the way
|

Agence France-Presse
PARIS

On May 16, 1975, Japan’s
Junko Tabei became the
first woman to climb to the
top of Mount Everest. Half
a century later, the world’s
highest mountain is set to
record its thousandth as-
cent by a woman.

Scaling the 8,849 metre-
high peak has mainly been
a male achievement. By
May 2025 women had
reached the top 962 times,
while men had got there
11,955 times, according to
an analysis of figures from
the Himalayan Database.

Won’t ‘be limited’

When Ms. Tabei reached
the peak of Everest in 1975,
38 men had preceded her.

~Aa

With her all-woman team,
she had struggled to find
sponsors for her expedi-
tion, often being told that
they would be better off
looking after their chil-
dren. “All men limit our
likes and I do not want to
be limited,” Ms. Tabei
wrote in her notebook
upon her return.

Eleven days later, a Tibe-
tan woman, Phantog,
reached the peak from the
opposite side. She believed
she had got there first, only
learning that she had been
pipped at the post by Ms.
Tabei after she completed
her descent.

In her notebook, Ms. Ta-
bei laid out her next objec-
tives: climb K2, the world’s
second highest peak, and
return to work for a scien-

-

. — -

Japan’s Junko Tabei (left), the first woman to climb Mount Everest, and Nepalese Lhakpa Sherpa, who
has claimed the female record for the number of ascents: by May she had done 10. AFP

tific journal.

Few women sherpas

Since then, Everest has
been climbed by 870 diffe-
rent women of 85 different
nationalities, some having
succeeded several times.

After Nepali climbers, the
United States, India and
China have sent the most
men to the summit — and
sent 39% of the women.
The sherpas, the Nepali
guides who accompany
their clients up Everest, are

almost all men. Everest’s
home Nepal accounts for
half of the ascents by men,
but only 9% of those by wo-
men: 90 ascents by 66 dif-
ferent women.

Dawa Yangzum Sherpa,
who climbed in 2012, is

currently the only woman
to be a certified Nepali
guide who received an in-
ternational diploma in
2018. “This is a challenging
field, even more so if you
are a girl. There were peo-
ple who said this is not a
girl’s job, that I won’t get
work,” she said.

Before her, Pasang Lha-
mu in 1993 became the first
Nepali woman to reach the
top of Everest. During her
descent she remained back
with a colleague who was
suffering from altitude
sickness and both died of
exhaustion. She became a
national heroine and the
trek from base camp at
Everest today starts with
an arch paying tribute to
her.

Her successor Lhakpa

Sherpa, the second Nepali
woman to reach the sum-
mit in 2000, has since
claimed the female record
for the number of ascents:
by May she had done 10.

No oxygen
Thirteen years after Junko
Tabei, New Zealand’s Lydia
Bradey became in 1988 the
first woman to reach the
summit without an oxygen
bottle, a respiratory aid
which compensates for the
effects of altitude. As she
made the ascent on her
own, the other members of
her expedition returned to
the Nepali capital of Kath-
mandu, where they public-
ly cast doubt on her
success.

Facing being thrown out
for having taken another

T

route than that allowed by
her permit, Ms. Bradey de-
cided not to claim her
achievement at the Nepali
tourism ministry, but it
was recognised years later.

When women and men
are taken together, only
229 ascents, or less than
1%, succeeded without ox-
ygen. Ms. Bradey and only
nine other women are on
the list. “This is a different
ball game from climbing
with supplemental oxygen.
Maybe women are a little
bit more aware of that,”
Germany’s Billi Bierling,
the director of the Hima-
layan Database which
tracks expeditions to the
top of Everest, said.

The cost of the ascent
varies from $45,000 to
$200,000.



1. Historical Context:

 On May 16, 1975, Japan's Junko Tabei became the first woman to climb Mount Everest.
e The peak of 8,849 meters (world's highest mountain) had predominantly seen male climbers.

* By May 2025, women have reached the summit 962 times, while men have reached it 11,955

times.

 The data comes from the Himalayan Database.

2. Key Facts and Milestones:

Junko Tabei's Achievement:

¢ Faced resistance from sponsors who suggested she should be taking care of children.

e Documented her thoughts in a notebook, expressing her resolve to "not be limited" by societal

expectations.

e Planned to scale K2, the second-highest peak, and return for a scientific journal.



3. Women in Mountaineering:

Challenges Faced:

* Since 1975, 870 different women from 85 nationalities have climbed Everest.

 However, women account for only 9% of total ascents (90 ascents by 66 different women from

Nepal).
« Dawa Yangzum Sherpa became the only certified Nepali woman guide in 2018.

» Stigma around women as climbers was prevalent, with society doubting their abilities.

Notable Climbers:

e Pasang Lhamu (1993): First Nepali woman to summit Everest, tragically died during descent.

 Lhakpa Sherpa (2000): Reached the summit and went on to set the female record of 10 ascents by
May 2025.

» Lydia Bradey (1988): First woman to summit without oxygen, facing doubts about her achievement.



4. Unique Challenges of Climbing Everest:

Oxygen Dependency:

* Only 229 ascents (less than 1%) have been made without supplemental oxygen.
« Among these, only 10 women have managed this feat.

» The cost of the ascent ranges from $45,000 to $200,000.

Geographical and Economic Factors:

» Nepal accounts for half of the male ascents but only a small fraction of female climbs.
» Sherpas, essential climbing guides, mostly belong to Nepal.

e Countries with most male climbers include Nepal, USA, India, and China, making up 39% of women

climbers as well.
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RESPECT
Kohli should be incredi roud
of his Test career, says Bobat

. NURAL KLMAR

-~
Virst's just business as usual, 33 be always is. There's enough of the.
public and the natica’s attention on him, he doesn’t want ary more
of that He should be incredibly proud of what he's done as 3 Test
player. At RCB, we are all incredibly prowd — RCS director of cricket
Mo Bobat on Virat Kohil.

ON AND OFF

It’'s been a patchy season for
Knight Riders. reckons Pandeyv

K e s

n
Manish Pandey said that the Iack of 3 winning streak has hurt KXR.
“Last time, we won 3 kot of games. This time we were winning one
and losing ore. Our batting has been fine, and we have been
bowling well. But it has been = little patchy. Hopefully, we have 3
similar strong core next year and can win games like last year"

1€ BLOW

Starc to miss remainder of IPL:
Stubbs returns for Capitals

e
FlraPay g JunlPs

~
Delhi Capitals confarmed

R DEERAK

that Mitchell Starc, i pic, will play no

further part in IPL 2025. In Starc’s absence, DT will hope that
left-armer Mustafizur Rahman fills the void i £

PRIORITIES

Johnson urges overseas plavers
to skip remainder of IPL

-~

FLE PHOTO

Former Austrafisn pacer Mitchell Johrson said it was not wise for
overseas players to retum for the remainder of the IPL and urged
them

C for s

league games. While Trstan

on Friday, Faf du Plessis’ participation remains doubtfa

Wehile Cricket Australia

ayers o rriabos their crwes decisions, the weight of

Wm choices can be neany” Johnson sald

IPL aims for a resurrection
post a short interruption

‘The first match sees a rejuvenated RCB take on KKR: Gujarat Titans seems primed for a top-two
finish. while Punjab Kings wouldn't want to squander a fine chance for a maiden title

. Sudarshan
BENGALURU

he Indian Premier

of the country, lock, stock,
and barrel.

Tightly wound calend:

1n a tightly wound interna-
tional  cricket calendar,
where one series literally
bleeds into the other. these

p—

family, ev

m: wvas for Jusc couple of

days. Actually, we were
iat e boys have
in with a lot

erEy:
For RCB, if this energy
can _translate into a solid

, will want to ensure

ey Kobhs,
that he takes RCS past the finish line this time around i the L.

PRETSREE

oy
But IPL is also f2 lMl.Is -
e ot o Points table
re(ulnlng with increased

might after every such

on

when it resumes after a
week's suspension owing

to cross-border tensions

between India and Pakis-

tan, the hope is for another

glimpse of the
King.

next year.
A break like this could

The Rayal €

help~ said KKR's Manish

xnghx Riders clash at the

ing
of the home stresch of this  And franchises will wish
year's competition that the bodies haven't

gone too cold, and it
doesn’t take much for the

cluding the final on June 3. athletes to spring back to

tried to work on things that
they didn’t have the oppor-
tunity o do. The only tng
1 ing fc

most, it's good that the onahigh”.

Ahmedabad
likely to host
IPL final

BeUMBAL

BENGALURU
Mumbsai is likely to hast ar
least one of the four
playoffs in IPL 202S, with
Ahmedabad set to stage
the final.

Playoffs qualification beck-
ons Royal Challengers Ben-

stares
ers in the face as the two
sides

Sounded out
The Hindu understands
that the Mumbai Cricket
Association (MCA) officials
have been sounded out by
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India “to be rea-
dy for at least one. possibly

playoff

the first two~

marches.

The original fixtures of

the IPL 2025 had followed

the convention of award-
e final and Qualifier

to the defending cham-

pion and Qualifier 1 and

Eliminator to the losing fi-
T

As a result, Kolkata and

playol
The playoll's au begin
finalto

Premier League fixture at

the M. Chinnaswamy Stadi-
un here on Sarurday.

A win for RCB over the

RCB. won  four
matches on the trot, the

RCB targets a playoff spot,
KKR hopes to stay afloat

Today s match

°®

Neeraj breaches the 90m mark but
finishes second behind Weber

ATHLETICS

DOHA

Neera) Chopra finally
breached the elusive 90m
frontier with a 90.23m
throw but the traill
Indian had 1o setde for a
second place behi

many’s Jultan Weber n a
dramatic mens javelin
contest in the Doha

the

his third anemp« w jocn a
tist of javelin throwers, led
by his current coach fan
Zelezny of Czechia, who
recorded 9Om-phus ef-
forts. He became the third
Asian and 25th overall to
ieve the feat.
However, Weber turned
the tables and took the top

Finally? Neeray's third effort helped him cross the elusive 90m barrier. Are

spot with his sixth and final
throw that measured
91.06m.
Two-time world cham-
pion and Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Anderson
Peters of Grenada was
third with a 84.65m.

“1 am very happy to

have breached th

mark but its a bitter sweet

> sy

“My coach Jan zelezny

said today is the day when §

can throw 90m. The wind

helped as the weather was

little warm and that helps.

Praggnanandhaa wins
Superbet Classic Romania

cHESS

Press Trust of India

BUCHAREST

Indian Grandmaster R
emerged

[S——
FLE PHOTO:

Easwaran to
lead India-A:
Karun, Harsh
get the nod

bhiman:
Toad the Tndia
the two tour

nyu Easwaran will
squad for

against
month.

England next

Shubman Gill, one of
the contenders for the Test

Ree @ | xkn @
PREVIoUs MEETING
RCB wan by seven wickets, 2025
TIvE O STAR SRORTS 1 150 &
g

the full tournament run-
ping up to June 3 despite

being named e West
Indics squad that will mees
Ireland and England for six
combined ODIs starting

Rahane. % NURALI KUMAR

last of which was the

ago, it is the kind of victory
that shows a team’s cham-
pionship m

Another

Rohit

in the
Chess Classic Romania, the
opening event of the Grand
Chess Tour, here on Friday
sher winning the de-
breaks French
players Aliresa Pirousja
Maxime Vachier-La-
gmw,

Praggnanandhaa edged
out Vachier-Lagrave in the
final tie-break game o take
the top pri

uma_ he played out a

with Levon Aronian
ol'd\e United S(sla to fin-
a three-way te for
s plane with  Firouzia

2 Praggranandhas after receiving his big prize from FIDE's
Michael Khodarousky. FLICKRGRAND CHESS TOUR

and Vachier-Lagrave. The
three finished with 5.5
each after nine

achier-Lagrave defeat-

tions in a Ruy Lopez

after
Yy an, endea ted a8 oo
four paints.

Alcaraz makes the summit
clash as does Gauff

Sharma's retirement, and
I e team ITALIAN OPEN
be avallable from the se-
cond mat

The seloctors have In-
cluded Karun Nair follow-
ing a stellar domestic sea- o Alcaraz advanced to
Ms ﬁrsx Italian Open final
with a 63, 7-644) victory ov-
er Lorenzo Musetti on
Friday.
It's the third final in
three clay-court events this

squad: Abkimanyu

A four-time Grand Slam

remaining two matches, ic
erd: hero i that wh needs

K, will be available for  sewhere.

araz is pre-
paring to defend his title at

Incia-Aus e (Beckenham)

course: Alcaraz had the measure of Musetti In SUAIEht sets
SETTYIMAGES

the French Opem which
starts on May 25.

On a windy day at the
Foro Italico, Alcaraz said
wasn't about playing ~bril-

nt” but rather “smart

nis~ was required.




Neeraj breaches the 90m mark but
finishes second behind Weber

ATHLETICS

Press Trust of India
DOHA

Neeraj Chopra finally
breached the elusive 90m
frontier with a 90.23m
throw but the trailblazing
Indian had to settle for a
second place behind Ger-
many’s Julian Weber in a
dramatic men’s javelin
contest in the Doha leg of
the Diamond League Meet-
ing series here on Friday.

The 27-year-old double
Olympic medallist Indian
sent his spear to 90.23m in
his third attempt to join a
list of javelin throwers, led
by his current coach Jan
Zelezny of Czechia, who
had recorded 90m-plus ef-
forts. He became the third
Asian and 25th overall to
achieve the feat.

However, Weber turned
the tables and took the top

Finally! Neeraj’s third effort helped him cross the

spot with his sixth and final
throw that measured
91.06m.

Two-time world cham-
pion and Paris Olympics
bronze medallist Anderson
Peters of Grenada was
third with a 84.65m.

“lI am very happy to
have breached the 90m
mark but it’s a bitter-sweet
experience,” said Neeraj.

“My coach Jan Zelezny
said today is the day when I
can throw 90m. The wind
helped as the weather was

|

elusive 90m barrier. AFP

little warm and that helps.
I told Julian that we can
throw 90m. I am happy for
him (Julian).”

The other Indian in the
fray, Kishore Jena finished
eighth with a below-par
throw of 78.60m.




Scholar Rambhadracharya and lyricist
Gulzar honoured with Jnanpith Award

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May 16

PRESIDENT DROUPADI
MURMU on Friday gave
away the 58th Jnanpith
Award to renowned poet-lyri-
cist Gulzar and Sanskrit
scholar Jagadguru Ramb-
hadracharya foryear 2023.

Sampooran Singh Kalra,
popularly known as Gulzar, is
celebrated forhisworksin Hindi
cinema and considered one of
thefinest Urdu poetsof thisera.
The poet-lyricist was not able to
attend the ceremony due to
‘health-related issues”.

Rambhadracharya, 75, the
founder and head of Tulsi
Peeth in Chitrakoot, is a
renowned Hindu spiritual
leader, educator and writer of
more than 240 books and
texts, including four epics.

The Sanskrit scholar was
given a citation plaque, a cash
prize and a bronze replica of
Vagdevi Saraswati.

Speaking at the award cere-
mony, the President com-
mended Rambhadracharya’s
“multi-faceted contributions”
to Sanskrit literature and soci-
ety. “Rambhadracharya ji has
set inspiring examples of
excellence. You are endowed
withmanytalentsandyourcon-

‘.‘

(Left) Rambhadracharyais a Hindh;piritual Ieade:r, educator,

sanskrit scholar and writer of over 240 books; and Gulzar is
celebrated for his works in Hindi cinema PTI

tributions are multi-faceted.
Despite being physically chal-
lenged,youhave rendered extra-
ordinary service to literature
and societywithyourinsight,or
rather divine sight. You are an
impromptu poet.”

“The Sanskrit literature
written byyouis both plentiful
and excellent.You arean extra-
ordinary worshipper of the
divine language Sanskrit. You
have a special place among the
best interpreters of Indian tra-
ditions,” Murmu said.

She credited him for his

interpretation of Panini’s “Ash-
tadhyayi” as well as commen-
taries on “Brahmasutra”, “Bhag-
vad Gita”and major Upanishads.
The Presidentalso congratulated
90-year-old Gulzar and wished
forhis full recovery.

“I send him my best wishes
that he soon becomes fully
healthy and active and contin-
ues to contribute to art, litera-
ture,societyand the country”

“Gulzarsahabhas keptalive
his devotion towards literary
creation for decades. It can be
said that Gulzar sahab is a

writerwho has established ten-
dernessamidst harshness.Peo-
ple active in these fieldds
should take inspiration and
learning from his art and liter-
ary pursuits,”she said.

According to the citation,
Rambhadracharya “absorbed,
read,and sang the great teach-
ings that many find difficult tc
grasp,read, orarticulate”.

“At the age of five, he
started delving into the Bha-
gavad Gita and at the age of
seven, he began studying the
Ramacharitmanas under the
guidance of revered teachers.
His comprehensive under-
standing of language and pro-
ficiency in all examinations in
Sansknit earned him top and
gold medals in university stud-
ies.This led many scholarsand
teachers to recognise his pro-
found intellect and creative
potential,”it read.

An author of verses, poems,
letters, prose, metrical composi-
tions, Sanskrit literary works,
Rambhadracharyahasreceived
the Sahitya Akademi Award in
2005 and Padma Vibhushan in
2015,among other honours.

The citation for Gulzar
commended him for his
“outstanding contribution tc
Indian literature and the world
of Urdu writing”.



* President Droupadi Murmu presented the 58th Jnanpith Award to:
* Gulzar: Renowned poet-lyricist known for his work in Hindi cinema.
» Jagadguru Rambhadracharya: Sanskrit scholar and spiritual leader.
 The award ceremony took place on May 16.

» Gulzar, due to health issues, could not attend the ceremony.



Gulzar:

e Full Name: Sampooran Singh Kalra

» Profession: Poet, lyricist, and filmmaker

e Achievements:
* Considered one of the finest Urdu poets of his era.
e Known for his lyrical contribution to Hindi cinema.

* Honored for his "outstanding contribution to Indian literature and the world of Urdu writing".



Jagadguru Rambhadracharya:

» Age: 75 years
* Role: Hindu spiritual leader, educator, and Sanskrit scholar
» Literary Contribution:
e Authored more than 240 books, including four epics.
e Contributions in Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads, Panini’'s Ashtadhyayi, and Brahmasutra.
 Known for in-depth knowledge of Sanskrit literature.
 Recognition:
» Described as a multi-faceted scholar despite being physically challenged.
« Called an "extraordinary worshipper of the divine language Sanskrit".

* Honored for "extraordinary service to literature and society".



InUS, baby healed with world’s first
personalised gene-editing treatment

Gina Kolata

with Kyle and Nicole Mul-

doon’s baby. The doctors
speculated. Maybe it was me-
ningitis? Maybe sepsis?

They got an answer when
KJwas only a week old. Hehad
a rare genetic disorder, CPS1
deficiency, that affects just1in
1.3 million babies. If he survi-
ved, he would have severe men-
tal and developmental delays
and would eventually need a li-
ver transplant. But half of all
babies with the disorder die in
thefirst week of life.

Doctors at Children’s Ho-
spital of Philadelphia offered
the Muldoons comfort care for
their baby, a chance toforgoag-
gressive treatments in the face
of a grim prognosis. “Weloved
him, and we didn’t wanthimto
be suffering,” Muldoon said.
But she and her husband deci-
ded to give KJ a chance.

Instead, KJ hasmade medi-
cal history. The baby, now 91/2
months old, became the first
patient of any age to have a
custom gene-editing treat-
ment, according to his doctors.
¢ He received an infusion made
: justfor him and designed tofix
¢ hisprecise mutation.

The investigators who led
the effort to save KJ were pre-
senting their work Thursday
at the annual meeting of the
American Society of Gene &

S omething was very wrong

KJ Muldoon was born with a rare
genetic disorder, CPS1 deficiency,
that affects just one in 1.3m babies

Cell Therapy and were also
publishing it in the New Eng-
land Journal of Medicine.

The implications of the tre-
atment go far beyond treating
KJ, said Dr Peter Marks, who
was the FDA official oversee-
ing gene-therapy regulation
until he recently resigned. Mo-
re than 30 million people in the
US have one of more than 7,000
rare genetic diseases. Most are
so rare that no company is wil-
ling to spend years developing
a gene therapy that so few peo-
ple would need. But KJ's treat-
ment offersa new path for com-
panies to develop personalised
treatments without going
through years of expensive de-
velopment and testing.

IlInesses like KJ’s are the
result of a single mutation —
an incorrect DNA letter am-
ong the 3 billion in the human
genome. Correctingitrequires
pinpointtargeting in an appro-

ach called base editing.

To accomplish that feat,
the treatment is wrapped in
fatty lipid molecules to pro-
tect it from degradation in the
blood on its way to the liver,
where the edit will be made.
Inside the lipids are instruc-
tions that command the cells
to produce an enzyme that
editsthegene. Theyalsocarry
amolecular GPS—CRISPR—
which was altered to crawl
along a person’s DNA until it
findstheexact DNA letter that
needs to be changed.

While KJ’s treatment was
customised so CRISPR found
just his mutation, the same
sort of method could be adap-
ted and used over and over aga-
into fix mutations in other pla-
ces on a person’s DNA. Only
the CRISPR instructions lea-
ding the editor to the spot on
the DNA with the mutation wo-
uld need to be changed. Treat-
ments would be cheaper, “by an
order of magnitude at least,”
Marks said. The method, said
Marks, who wrote an editorial
accompanying the research
paper, “is, to me, one of the
most potentially transforma-
tional technologies out there.”
Iteventually could also be used
for more common genetic dis-
orders like sickle cell disease,
cystic fibrosis, Huntington’s
disease and muscular dystrop-
hy. And, hesaid, it “could really
transform healthcare.” nvr



1. Key Highlights:
* Historic Medical Achievement:

e A baby named KJ Muldoon becomes the first patient to receive a custom gene-editing

treatment.
e The treatment cured CPS1 deficiency, a rare genetic disorder affecting 1in 1.3 million babies.

» The disorder can lead to severe mental and developmental delays and may require a liver

transplant.

2. What is CPS1 Deficiency?

* A genetic disorder that severely impacts the liver, causing ammonia build-up.
» Life-threatening:

» Half of the affected babies die within the first week of life.
* Symptoms:

* Severe mental and developmental delays.

» High risk of needing a liver transplant.



3. Gene-Editing Breakthrough:

* Treatment Method:

« Base Editing: A precise form of gene therapy to correct single-letter DNA errors.
 Technology Used:

 CRISPR Molecular GPS: Guides to the exact DNA letter needing correction.

« Lipid Molecules: Used to deliver the gene-editing enzyme to the liver.
* Process:

* The treatment is delivered via lipid-wrapped molecules that protect the DNA-editing enzyme

during transit through the bloodstream.

» The enzyme makes a precise correction in the DNA sequence within the liver cells.



4. Medical Impact:

* FDA Insight:

» Dr. Peter Marks, former FDA official, oversaw gene therapy regulations.

» Marks highlights the transformational potential of base editing.
 Advantages:

» Personalized Medicine: Offers a tailored treatment for rare genetic disorders.

» Broader Applications: Can be adapted for other genetic conditions like sickle cell disease,

cystic fibrosis, and muscular dystrophy.
» Cost Efficiency: A single, targeted therapy rather than years of testing.
* Revolution in Rare Disease Treatment:
» Avoids the lengthy approval process of traditional gene therapy.

» Could pave the way for quick, personalized treatments for over 7,000 rare genetic disorders.



At nearly 5.4L, India ranks
third in trademark filings

Rupali.Mukherjee
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Reflecting
strong business confidence,
India ranked third globally
in trademark filings, with
nearly 5.4 lakh new applica-
tions in 2024, narrowing the
gap with the US, the second-
biggest filer with a little un-
der5.71akh applications.

China maintained its le-
ad with 68 lakh filings, de-
spite a steady three-year de-
cline in activity.

According to data shared
with TOI by Clarivate, a glo-
bal provider of transformati-
ve intelligence, India witnes-
sed 9.3% growth. The strong
growth suggests an increa-
sing awareness about the im-
portance of creating brands
and the value of intellectual
property among local
Indian businesses. It also in-
dicates stronglocal commer-
cial confidence and invest-
ment as businesses and ent-
repreneurs seek to take ad-
vantage of  increasing

CHINA TOPS WITH 68L, US 2ND WITH 5.7L
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Indian trademark application filing volume by year from 2015 to 2024

opportunities and consumer
demand for new products
and services in the Indian
market, Robert Reading, he-
ad of IP content strategy at
Clarivate, told TOI.

Over the past decade, the
USPTO averaged 5% annual
growth in trademark filing
volume, while the Indian
Trademark Office saw av-
erage annual growth of 10%.
So, even though trademark
filing activity is growing in
the US, itisexpanding faster
in India, and the gap betwe-

en the two in terms of ove-
rall volume is likely to close
in 2025 or 2026, he added.

Drug company Alkem
Labs led local companies
with 4,931 trademark regi-
strationsasof Jan1, 2025, fol-
lowed by ITC (4,923).

The growth in India has
been driven by a strong do-
mestic brand sector, which
accounts for over 95% of tra-
demark applications filed
annually in India, the latest
Trademark Filing Trends
2025 report said.

..........................................................................................................................................



Operation Black Forest



* In one of India’s largest anti-Naxal
operations, 31 Maoists were killed
in Operation Black Forest,
conducted in Kurraguttalu Hills on
the Chhattisgarh—Telangana border.




» Location:Karregutta Hills lie on the border of Bhadradri Kothagudem district (Telangana) and Sukma district (Chhattisgarh).

and concealment.
« Elevation: Hills rise to nearly 5,000 feet, rendering them largely inaccessible even to locals.
» Local Names: Tribes refer to the hills as Black Hills or Carregutta.

» Tribal Presence: The region is inhabited by Koya,Gond,and Chenchu tribes, many of whom have been caught in the crossfire
during decades of insurgency.

» Other Active Maoist Zones: Abujhmad (Chhattisgarh), Malkangiri (Odisha),Gadchiroli (Maharashtra) are other high-intensity
Maoist strongholds.




Ayurveda Day



The Government of India has officially declared 23rd
September as Ayurveda Day through a Gazette notification.



Bala Chikitsa Urdhwanga Chikitsa

(l’aedlatrlcs) (ENT)
Grah Chlkltsa Damshtra
(PSUChlatﬂJ) Q % (Toxicology)
Vrushya ” ’ Shalya
(Fertility) (Surgery)

N
Kaya Chikitsa
(Internal Medicine)

AYURVEDA
(8 branches of Ayurveda)

Jara I

(Gerontology)




Word of the day

Decadent:

luxuriously self-indulgent; marked by excessive
self-indulgence and moral decay

Usa g€ I spent a decadent day at the spa.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/decadentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /dekadant/




« > C M 25 smileforallsociety.org o @ W

g Home About Us Vv Learning Kids Subscribers Become a Volunteer Contact Us Donor Account

Give A Child The Gift

of Education Today!

5,534 671 @ 1,231 {% 24
Vnlinteare Eg Contributors = Kids States



Thank you
guys.




