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* "There are no secrets to success. It is the
result of preparation, hard work, and
learning from failure."

— Colin Powell
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SC questions ED actions in liquor scam probe

I Court extends the stay on Central agency’s probe;
questions ED’s encroachment on State’s authority

NEW DELHI

xtending the stay on
E the Enforcement Di-

rectorate’s probe in-
to money laundering cases
registered against the Ta-
mil Nadu State Marketing
Corporation (TASMAC) in
connection with an alleged
liquor retail scam, the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday
orally questioned whether
the agency’s probe en-
croached upon the State’s
authority to investigate
offences.

Hearing petitions filed
by TASMAC and the Tamil
Nadu government, a Bench
of Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai and Justice K. Vi-
nod Chandran directed
that the case be listed after
the court pronounces its
judgment on the review
petitions challenging its
2022 ruling in Vijay Ma-
danlal Choudhary vs Union
of India case.

During the hearing,
Chief Justice Gavai asked
Additional Solicitor-Gener-
al S.V. Raju, appearing for
the ED, “What happens to
the federal structure?
Would this not amount to
encroachment upon the
State’s right to investigate?
Can't the local police look
into the matter?”

In its 2022 verdict, the
court had held that provid-
ing a copy of the Enforce-
ment Case Information Re-
port (ECIR) to the accused
is not mandatory in every
instance. While TASMAC
has argued that it was de-
nied access to the ECIR in
the present proceedings,
the ED maintained that the
ECIR is merely an “internal
administrative document”
and that no legal right ex-
ists for the accused to ob-
tain a copy.

This marks the second
occasion in six months that
the court has questioned
the ED’s conduct in the

case. In a previous hearing
on May 22, the Chief Justice
had orally observed that
the agency was “crossing
all limits” while ordering
an interim stay on its
probe. The Madras High
Court had earlier declined
to grant such a stay.
Appearing for TASMAC,
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
submitted that the State Vi-
gilance Department had al-
ready registered 47 FIRs re-
lating to alleged
irregularities between 2014
and 2021. Referring to ED’s
searches at TASMAC's cor-
porate offices in 2015, he
asked, “How can you raid
government offices? What
happens to the federal
structure of this country?”

‘Large-scale corruption’
Citing Section 66 (2) of the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), Mr. Si-
bal contended that the pro-
vision requires the ED to
share information regard-

Is the federal structure affected, and why couldn’t
local police conduct the probe, CJI Gavai enquires

Enforcement Directorate officials conducting a raid at Tamil Nadu
State Marketing Corporation headquarters in Chennai. FILE PHOTO

ing offences with the State
authorities conducting pa-
rallel investigations, which
had not been done. He
further argued that the ED
had also expanded its re-
mit to probe the underly-
ing aspect of corruption.
Mr. Raju, for the ED,
countered that there was

“large-scale corruption”
and that the agency was in-
vestigating only the mo-
ney-laundering compo-
nent. He maintained that
the “predicate offence”,
which forms the basis for
ED action, was established
through FIRs registered by
the State itself, and that the

agency had uncovered in-
criminating material dur-
ing its probe.

To this, the Chief Justice
remarked, “Law and order
must operate within its
own domain... what hap-
pens to the federal struc-
ture otherwise?”

When the Bench point-
ed out that the State had al-
ready filed multiple FIRs,
Mr. Raju remarked, “They
have also closed 37 FIRs in
a short time. Once the
predicate offences go, the
ED’s case collapses. They
are attempting to cut off
the ED by closing the
FIRs.”

Favourable report

As the hearing progressed,
the Chief Justice, however,
refrained from making any
adverse comments on the
ED’s functioning. “In the
last six years, I have seen
many cases of the ED. But |
do not want to say someth-
ing, else it will again be re-

State Vigilance Department had registered 47
FIRs from 2014 to 2021, says Sibal for TASMAC

ported [in the medial,” he
said.

Responding to this, Mr.
Raju said the media sel-
dom reported favourably
on the agency’s work.
“Anything in our favour is
hardly reported, and that
is my grievance,” he said.

The dispute pertains to
the ED’s search and seizure
operations at the head-
quarters of TASMAC, the
State’s public sector liquor
retailer. The agency has al-
leged large-scale financial
irregularities  involving
kickbacks, manipulation in
procurement, and laun-
dering of illicit proceeds
linked to TASMAC’s busi-
ness activities. The Tamil
Nadu government, under
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin,
has firmly rejected these
claims, accusing the BJP-
led Union government of
misusing Central agencies
to harass political rivals
and undermine the State’s
autonomy.




« The Supreme Court of India questioned whether the Enforcement Directorate (ED)'s probe into
alleged money laundering linked to the Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation (TASMAC) had
encroached upon the State’s authority to investigate offences.

» The Court extended the stay on the ED’'s ongoing probe, raising constitutional concerns over federal

balance of power between the Union and State.

2. Background of the Case

Aspect Details

Case Involves Tamil Nadu State Marketing Corporation (TASMAC)

Allegations Money laundering, kickbacks, manipulation in procurement, and corruption
Petitioners TASMAC and Tamil Nadu Government

Respondent Enforcement Directorate (ED)

Bench Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud (on leave), presided by CJI B.R. Gavai and

Justice K.V. Viswanathan

Current Status SC extends stay on ED probe; questions legality of ED's jurisdiction



The Court questioned:

 Whether the ED can independently probe predicate offences (original crimes) already being
investigated by State police or vigilance authorities.
» Whether such action violates the State’s constitutional authority under List Il (State List) of the

Seventh Schedule — particularly concerning “law and order.”

(b) Encroachment on State Authority
 The Court observed that ED’s intervention, while multiple FIRs were already registered by the State
Vigilance Department, might amount to parallel investigation — contrary to cooperative federalism.
» Kapil Sibal, representing TASMAC, emphasized that 47 FIRs were already filed by the State Vigilance
Department (2014-2021), and 37 had been closed after due investigation.



Observation Implication

“Law and order must operate within its own  Reinforces limits of central investigative

domain.” powers.
“What happens to the federal structure Reaffirms constitutional balance under
otherwise?” Articles 245-246.

Reiterates judicial oversight on central

“ED cannot cross all limits.” .
agencies.



Law / Article
Article 246 & Seventh Schedule

Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), 2002

Section 66(2), PMLA

2022 Vijay Madanlal Choudhary v. Union
of India

Explanation

Distribution of powers between Union &
States — ‘Police’ is a State subject.

Empowers ED to probe “proceeds of
crime” from predicate offences.

Allows sharing of information between
agencies, but not duplication of
investigation.

SC upheld ED’s wide powers but said ECIR
need not be given to the accused — now
under review.



Domain

Federalism

Institutional Accountability

Rule of Law

Political Neutrality

Implication

Reasserts State autonomy in criminal investigation.

Calls for judicial oversight on ED and CBI actions.

Ensures separation of powers between Union and
States.

Highlights growing debate over politicization of
central agencies.



Parameter

Case

Bench

Key Issue

Relevant Law

Constitutional Principle
Petitioner

Number of FIRs Filed by State
ED Argument

SC Concern

Details

ED vs TASMAC liquor scam (Tamil Nadu)
CJI B.R. Gavai, Justice K.V. Viswanathan
ED’s encroachment on State’s jurisdiction
PMLA, 2002

Federal structure & division of powers
TASMAC & Tamil Nadu Government

47 (2014-2021)

Investigating only laundering aspect

Violation of cooperative federalism
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Digital fraud on the rise

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Crime Records Bureau (2019-2023)

Map 1:
The State-wise
share of total
cybercrime
Cases ACToss
India in 2023

Maharashira 9.3%
ootk Telangana: 21.1%

Karnataka: 25.3%

Chart 2: Karnataka's share in India's total cybercrime
cases from 2019 to 2023
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Chart 3: The share of cheating by personation cases
(Section 66D) in total cybercrime cases from 2019 to 2023

E Vithin Kamataka B India 83%

80+
s 704 %

604

404

293%
_,_J
204 p———pe——"
116%
8.5%
0 . ' .
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Chart 4: The charge-sheeting and conviction rates for
Section 66D and all cybercrime cases in 2023
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* India has witnessed a sharp rise in cybercrimes — particularly cheating by
impersonation using computer resources, categorized under Section 66D of
the Information Technology Act, 2000.

* Karnataka accounts for the majority of such offences, contributing over
70% of all cases in India (2023).

* Despite the increase, conviction and charge-sheet rates remain alarmingly
low, indicating systemic weaknesses in investigation and prosecution.



Indicator

Total Cybercrime Cases
(India)

Karnataka’s Share (%)

Section 66D Share
(Nationally)

Section 66D Share
(Karnataka)

Charge-sheet Rate
(Section 66D)

Conviction Rate
(Section 66D)

Overall Cybercrime
Conviction Rate

2021

53,000

25%+

12%

8.5%

2022

66,000

19%

21%

70%

2023

86,400

21%

29%

83%

25%

33%

27.6%

Observation

Steady rise each year

Still dominant
cybercrime hub

Cyber cheating driving
overall rise

Extraordinary
concentration

1in 4 cases filed

1in 3 cases reaching
court

Still below 30%



3. Nature of Crimes (Under Section 66D)

Section 66D of the IT Act, 2000:

“Whoever, by means of any communication device or computer resource, cheats by personating, shall
be punished with imprisonment up to three years and a fine up to one lakh rupees.”

Examples cited in the article:

» “Deepfake” video of actor Rashmika Mandanna (2023).
e Fraudsters posing as TRAI officials duping State Finance Department officers.

» Fake National Health Mission job selection lists circulated online.



4. Key Trends Identified

a. Massive Growth in Cybercrime Volume
e 2021 -> 2023: 63% jump in national cybercrime cases.

e Karnataka = top contributor (21%-25% of national total).

b. Dominance of Section 66D
» Section 66D offences now make up nearly one-third of all cybercrimes in India.

« Common methods: fake job offers, phishing, investment fraud, fake social media accounts,

impersonation scams.

c. Poor Enforcement Efficiency
 Charge-sheet rate (25%) - 3 out of 4 offenders go unprosecuted.

» Conviction rate (33%) > majority of accused escape conviction.

» Indicates investigation bottlenecks and weak digital evidence management.



Problem Area

Low charge-sheeting

Low conviction

Skilled manpower deficit

Cross-jurisdictional
complexity

Outdated procedures

Description

Weak coordination between cyber police and
judiciary.

Digital evidence handling, chain of custody, and lack
of forensic expertise.

Few officers/lawyers trained in cyber laws.
Scams often cross state/national boundaries.

Long delays between reporting, FIR, and trial.



Parameter

Relevant Law

Punishment

Highest Cybercrime State (2023)

Total Cybercrime Cases (2023)

Section 66D Share (India)

Conviction Rate (2023)

Charge-sheet Rate (2023)

Key Conference Mentioned

Details

Section 66D, IT Act, 2000

Up to 3 years imprisonment, X1 lakh fine
Karnataka

86,400

29%

33% (Section 66D), 27.6% overall

25%

Shield 2025, Hyderabad
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Investment approved

for Google’s Al hub in

Andhra Pradesh
Visakhapatnam will be Google’s

15 largest hub outside the U.S. and

will include a 1-gigawatt data centre
campus and an expanded fibre-optic
network. The announcement was made
during Bharat Al Shakti, a precursor event
to the India-Al Impact Summit 2026. e

In billion. The Al hub at




Parameter
Investment Value
Location

Project Nature
Partners
Timeline
Purpose
Connectivity

Employment Impact

Government Participation

Details

USD 15 billion = %1.25 lakh crore

Visakhapatnam (Port City, Andhra Pradesh)
“Gigawatt-scale” Al compute capacity data centre
Google + Bharti Airtel + AdaniConneX

5 years (MoU signed 2025)

Al research and cloud services hub for Asia

New undersea data cables + terrestrial networks
High-skill jobs in Al and data engineering

Andhra Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Union Ministers Nirmala Sitharaman & Ashwini
Vaishnaw present at MoU signing



Dimension

Digital Infrastructure

Economic Impact

Strategic Connectivity

Policy Synergy

Regional Growth

Impact / Importance

Enhances India’s Al-compute capacity &
global data networking.

$15 bn FDI boost + skilled employment in
data engineering & Al fields.

Makes India a data-transit bridge between
Asia, Africa, Middle East.

Supports Digital India & IndiaAl Mission
2024 for compute infrastructure.

Elevates Visakhapatnam as a global tech
hub & Blue Economy node.



Parameter

Project Name
Investment Value
Timeframe

Partners

Largest Outside U.S.

Focus Area

Govt Representatives at MoU

Connectivity Expansion

Details

Google Al Data Centre (Vizag)

$15 billion

5 years (2025 — 2030)

Google, Bharti Airtel, AdaniConneX
Yes

Al Compute Capacity & Data
Connectivity

N. Chandrababu Naidu, Nirmala
Sitharaman, Ashwini Vaishnaw

Subsea Cables & Terrestrial Fiber
Network



JUCN Releases 2025
World Heritage

Conservation Outlook







Adequate data

Extinct (EX)

Extinct in the Wild (EW)

Threatened categories

Evaluated

All species
S

Data Deficient (DD)

Not Evaluated (NE)

Extinction
risk



WTI Marks 25 Years of
Van Rakshak Project,
Honours India’s Forest

Protectors




* India’s forest protectors, known as Van Rakshaks, play a vital role in
conserving the country’s biodiversity. A recent report by the Wildlife
Trust of India (WTI) commemorates 25 years of support to these
frontline staff.

* |t marks their courage, sacrifices, and the challenges they face while
safeguarding India’s forests and wildlife.

* Report Highlights

* The WTI released a report titled Guardians of the Wild — Supporting
India’s Frontline Forest Staff in Abu Dhabi. It features stories of 540
rangers killed or injured in duty. The report was launched by
Kirtivardhan Singh, Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest,
and Climate Change. It emphasises the critical role of Van Rakshaks in
protecting over 1,100 protected areas and numerous forests.




BHARAT TAXI




* India is set to launch Bharat Taxi, a first-of-its-kind,
cooperative-based, citizen-first national ride-hailing platform.

* It aligns with the Digital India vision of inclusive, tech-
enabled, and transparent public services.




 Bharat Taxi

* Collaboration: The initiative is a collaboration between the National e-
Governance Division (NeGD), Digital India Corporation, Ministry of
Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY), and Sahakar Taxi Cooperative
Limited.

* Aim: The partnership aims to create a secure, interoperable, and citizen-
centric mobility platform for India.



* Features:

* Bharat Taxi will be integrated with DigiLocker, UMANG, and API Setu to ensure
seamless identity verification and service delivery.

* The platform will adhere to Government of India data protection norms and
follow robust cybersecurity standards.

* The platform will offer multilingual interfaces and inclusive access features to
ensure usability for all citizens.




Pasni Port




* Pakistan has recently offered the United States the opportunity to develop and operate
Port Pasni as a commercial terminal, enabling US access to Pakistan’s critical minerals.

 About Port Pasni

* Location: Pasni Port is situated in the Gwadar district of Balochistan, alongside the
Arabian Sea. It is approximately 113 km east of the China-operated Gwadar Port and
roughly about 286 km from Iran’s Chabahar Port.

* Facilities: The port currently hosts a fish harbour, cargo jetty, and base for the Pakistan
Maritime Security Agency (PMSA).

* Natural Depth: Its deep-water harbour makes it suitable for major shipping and
mineral export operations.
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Delhi Declaration
on 6G




» Recently, the leading global 6G research alliance including Bharat 6G, 6G-IA, ATIS’ Next
G Alliance issued a Joint Declaration to develop 6G as a global public good at the
International Bharat6G Symposium 2025 in New Delhi.

* Delhi Declaration on 6G Alliance

* The declaration endorsed key principles to ensure that 6G networks are trusted,
secure, resilient, open, inclusive, affordable, and sustainable.

* |t emphasized trustworthy-by-design systems, Al-native safeguards, privacy-preserving
architectures, and multi-vendor interoperability.

» Sustainability was central, calling for energy-efficient, repairable, and recyclable
infrastructure.




. M|SS|on Drlshtl The Wor\d s Flrst
I\/Iu\t| Sensor Earth Observatlon (EO)
b Satellite A e



* Indian space-tech startup GalaxEye
has announced the launch of
‘Mission Drishti,” the world’s first
multi-sensor Earth Observation (EO)
satellite, scheduled for the first
quarter of 2026.



o Mission Drishti is the world'’s first satellite integrating multiple sensing technologies—Synthetic Aperture Radar
(SAR) and Optical sensors—on a single platform, enabling real-time, all-weather Earth observation.

» Organisation Involved: Developed by GalaxEye Space, a Bengaluru-based private space startup founded by alumni of
[IT Madras.

» Aim: To provide high-resolution, multi-source geospatial intelligence for applications in defense, disaster
management, infrastructure, utilities, agriculture, and financial risk assessment, strengthening India’s data-driven
governance and security capabilities.



» Key Features:

o World'’s first multi-sensor integration: Combines SAR and optical imaging, ensuring 24x7, all-weather monitoring.

o High-resolution imaging; Offers 1.5-meter resolution,among the highest in its category.

o Largest private satellite: Weighs 160 kg, India’s largest privately-built satellite to date.
o Al-driven analytics; Enables advanced data fusion and geospatial insights for precision planning.

o Constellation plan: 8-10 satellites to be launched over four years, forming an integrated global observation

network.



Fare Se Fursat
Fixed Airfare

Scheme




* Union Civil Aviation Minister launched
Alliance Air’s “Fare Se Fursat” Fixed Airfare
Scheme, giving passengers freedom from
fluctuating airfares and promoting affordable,
predictable air travel under the UDAN vision.

/
7




Aim: To democratize aviation by
Airline Involved: Implemented making air travel
What it is? by Alliance Air, a government- affordable, transparent, and stress-
owned regional carrier. free for middle-class and first-time
flyers.

e A first-of-its-kind initiative
by Alliance Air that introduces
a single, fixed airfare which
remains constant irrespective of
booking dates, including last-
minute travel.




Word of the day

Prognostication:

a sign of something about to happen; a
statement made about the future; knowledge
of the future (usually said to be obtained from a
divine source)

Synonymes: omen, forecasting, foretelling,
prediction, prophecy

Usa g€: The goal of his prognostication was
not to frighten but to warn.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
prognosticationpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /prognpstikeifan/

.
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