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BSF constable detained by
Pakistan Rangers released

attack when he ‘inadvertently crossed over’

while on duty in Punjab, says BSF: India sends back Pakistan Rangers member held along border

NEW DELHI

Border  Security
A Force (BSF) consta-
ble who was de-

tained by the Pakistan Ran-

the terror at-
tack, as he inadvertently
P the Interna-

ossed over
tional Boundary in Punjsb
was returned fo India on
W

rednesday.
A member of the Pakis-

Pakistan on Wednesday, a
senior government official
said

The BS¥ said that “repa-
triation™ of constable Pur-

P nsis-
tent efforts of BSF through
regular flag meetings with

ack home: Purmam Kumar Shaw (centre] with BSF personnel at
Wagah after being handed over by Pakistan on Wednesday. #71

Pakistan _ Range: and
through other communica-
tion channels™

The return of the jawan
comes days after India and
Pakistan agreed to cessa-
tion of military operations
on May 10. The constable
was detained while he was
accompanying  farmers,

who are allowed to cultiv-
ate land up to the Interna-
tional Boundary. beyond

Punjab. “He had inadver-
tently crossed over to Pa-
kistan territory, while on
ope: I duty in area of
Ferozepur sector on April
23 and detained by Pakis-
tan Rangers,” the BSF said.
AMr. Shaw had strayed bare-
B e Yot Baktatan
en he was
;lppre hended.
A BSF official said that
Ar. Shaw will have o tn
dergo ~debriefing~ before
he could meet his family or
join the duty. “This is the

Paidstani custody. he will
be interviewed ai b by
senilor officials. ‘l here is a

procedure in place and we
Will follow that~ said the
BSF official.
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Basket of berries

Social media
handles of
Turkiye, China
outlets barred

accessible in soctal =
platforms thereafter. “It is
understood at  they

(news outlets) have to be
tmpartal... but if they
merely 1 provide the Pakis.
e and neglect In-

on  Pakistan-
based terrorism, then we
will take action. It is a mes-
sage to these organisa-
tions,” a senior official said.
“Our fight is against ter-
rorism from Pakistan but
Crurkish) nt (Recep
Tayyip) Erdogan has been
totally silent on terrorism.

's

playing the
terror artack in Pahalgam,
whlch lluﬂa has described
“original
Scatatont
“A war room has been
created where inputs are
taken from various agen-
cles and Ministries of the
government on misleas
content and news. Action
&s being taken only when
certain outfits are seen in-
dulging in spreading mis-
leading news over a sus-
ed period of time, and

India ‘pushing back’
Bangladeshis held
without documents

detained by the Gujarat Police in Ahmedabad on Apeil 26. AFP

NEW DELHI

india has been ~pushing
back™ undocumer

gladeshi migrants detained
oss the country through
lhe eastern border over the
onth, government

Smicials told The Hind.
1n one i

Bangla
India on May 8 “raising

pushed into
and w

triation mechanisms’
conding wottie oan, Star, a
Bangiadesh

The b_x‘erna.\ Amans Mi-
nistry is yet to comment on
the subject.

According to a govern-

fied as residing
I “aiteront parts of the
State. “The first batch of

8 Bangladeshi nationals
was transported to Jodh-
pur and fown to Kolkata

; id.
According to sources,
most f the de!amees

hpur
From Sikar district. The Vil-
lage Development Officers®
Training Centre in Jodhpur
has been temporarily con-
verted into a detention fa-
cility for the Bangladeshi
nationals. Mr. Patel said a
similar deportation pro-

nationals in the coming
dan

On May 10, Assam Chief

We have now decided we
will not go through the le-
gal process. Earlier, deci-

indian 1 system.... E
lier also we used to arrest
10001 foreigners-

ow, have decided

tent” an official source | around B ci- t we will not bring them
said| tizens have been deported  inside the country, we will
TRT was blocked soon led r to the push them,” he said.
after Mr. Erdogan, a | Border Guards On concerns raised by
message to Pakistan PM (BGB). esh, the govern-
Sharif, jas-  ment official quoted above
support for Pakistan, refer- v and Parliamen- said, “These are their citi-
ring to Turkiye-Pakistan re- | tary Affairs Minister Joga- zens ey should ac-
kations as a ~brotherhood” | ram Parel n Jalpur  cepe them=
- . and “one of the best exam- | that about 1 cted  (With inputs from

Vield aplenty: With the guns falling slent, t's harvest time in Srinagar. A farmer carmies a basket of sUTwberTies on Wednesday. |MRAN MSSAR ples of true fri had Igbal in Jaipur)

Trump meets Syria’s interim leader al-Sharaa in Riyadh Justice Gavai

takes over as

Sharaa to reporters after Eenjamin’ Neganyalny bind. ‘cemtern _:holiing = sczie Chief Justice

RIVADH
U S. Prestdent Donald

ump met v\'l(ll Interim
:)run President Ahmad al-
al)

the meet on Air Force

e. “He's got a real shoe at
holding it together,” Mr.
Trump said.

israeli ties

o

Ianll in Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday, the first en-
counter between the two
nations” leaders in 25 years
and one that could mark a
turning point for Syria as it
st es to emerge from
decades of international
isolation.
The meeting. on the s&-
delines of Mr. Trump’s get-
together with the leaders
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, marks a major
turn of events fof a 5)1;:

Aimad Tl andd for. Me
new leader, who once had
a $10 million U.S. bounty
for his arrest.

Mr. Trump praised al-

Ar. Trump had announced
that he would also move to
lift U.S. sanctions impased
on Syria under the de-

posed autocrar  Bashar
SFAssa

1 am “ordering the e
sation of sanctions agains:
Syria to give them a fresh
start,” Mr. Trump told the
Gulf Cooperation Council

sanctions were renlly crip-
pling, very powerfi

ple across Syria
the streets and

opeful their nation —
locked out of credit cards

Out of the box: {from left) Donaid Trum, Saudi Cromn Prince

global finance — might
rejoin the world's economy
when they need invest-
menﬁ lhe m t. A state-
ia's l-o(elg'n
called the
ey “a " pivotal
turning polm for the. s,—nan
as we seek
Smerge from a long and
painful chapter of war.™

I\Ilnls")'
nounc,

Mohammed bin Salman and Ahmad ai-Sharas in Riyadh. AP

~The removal of these
sanctions offers a vital op-
portunity for Syria to pur-

by
pecple” the statement ad-

The meeting came even
after Israeli Prime Minister

earlier asked T

ing discontent berween the
‘White House Israe-
Ii government as its war on
Hamas in the Gaza Strip
rages on.

Mr. Trump said al-Sha-
raa had agreed to join the

‘White House pres:
cretary Karoline Leavitt
sald in a statement that Mr.
Trump urged al-Sharaa to
diplomarically _recognise
tsrael, “tell all foreign ter-
rorists to leave Syria~ and

elp the US. stop any
surgence of the lsmic
State grou;

Mr. Trump also asked
for the Syrian government

Pt i =

9,000 suspected members
of the Islamic State group,
Ms. Leavitt added. The

of India

forces that spearheaded | NEW DELHI
the military campalgn
against the and | Justice Ramkrish-

9.
part of a deal reached
u: March between the Syr-

government and the
Ruirdish led forces. ol bor.
der crossings with irag and
Turkey, airports, and oil
fields in the Northeast
would be brought under
the central governments
control by the end of the
year.

Mr. Trump's desire for
Syria to cake over the pri
sons the poten-
talofa ‘Fall American mili-

; from

for over a dozen detention

S)na

na Gavai was sworn in by
President Dron di BMur-
mu as the 52 Chief Justice
of India at the Rashtrapati

© a
fice, pledging his commit-
ment to uphold the Consti-
tution faithfully
discharge duties, in Hindi_

Chief Justice Gavai has a
tenure of over six months
tll November 23. He was
elevated as a judge of the
Supreme Court on May 24,
2019 from the Bombay
High Court.

FuLL REPORT
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Trump meets Syria’s interim leader al-Sharaa in Riyadh

Associated Press
RIYADH

U.S. President Donald
Trump met with interim
Syrian President Ahmad al-
Sharaa [Muhammad al-Jo-
lani] in Saudi Arabia on
Wednesday, the first en-
counter between the two
nations’ leaders in 25 years
and one that could mark a
turning point for Syria as it
struggles to emerge from
decades of international
isolation.

The meeting, on the si-
delines of Mr. Trump’s get-
together with the leaders
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, marks a major
turn of events for a Syria
still adjusting to life after
the over 50-year rule of the
Assad family, and for its
new leader, who once had
a $10 million U.S. bounty
for his arrest.

Mr. Trump praised al-

Sharaa to reporters after
the meeting on Air Force
One. “He’s got a real shot at
holding it together,” Mr.
Trump said.

Sanctions, Israeli ties
Mr. Trump had announced
that he would also move to
lift U.S. sanctions imposed
on Syria under the de-
posed autocrat Bashar
al-Assad.

I am “ordering the ces-
sation of sanctions against
Syria to give them a fresh
start,” Mr. Trump told the
Gulf Cooperation Council
after his meeting with al-
Sharaa. “It gives them a
chance for greatness. The
sanctions were really crip-
pling, very powerful.”

People across Syria
cheered in the streets and
set off fireworks on Tues-
day night to celebrate,
hopeful their nation -
locked out of credit cards

Out of the box: (from left) Donald Trump, Saudi Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman and Ahmad al-Sharaa in Riyadh. AFp

and global finance — might
rejoin the world’s economy
when they need invest-
ments the most. A state-
ment from Syria’s Foreign
Ministry called the an-
nouncement “a pivotal
turning point for the Syrian
people as we seek to
emerge from a long and
painful chapter of war.”

“The removal of these
sanctions offers a vital op-
portunity for Syria to pur-
sue stability, self-sufficien-
cy, and  meaningful
national reconstruction,
led by and for the Syrian
people,” the statement ad-
ded.

The meeting came even
after Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu had
earlier asked Trump not to
lift sanctions on Syria,
again underscoring a grow-
ing discontent between the
White House and the Israe-
li government as its war on
Hamas in the Gaza Strip
rages onn.

Mr. Trump said al-Sha-
raa had agreed to join the
Abraham Accords and
eventually recognise Is-
rael, but Syria has not con-
firmed that.

White House press se-
cretary Karoline Leavitt
said in a statement that Mr.
Trump urged al-Sharaa to
diplomatically recognise
Israel, “tell all foreign ter-
rorists to leave Syria” and
help the U.S. stop any re-
surgence of the Islamic
State group.

Mr. Trump also asked
for the Syrian government
to “assume responsibility”
for over a dozen detention

centers holding some
9,000 suspected members
of the Islamic State group,
Ms. Leavitt added. The pri-
sons are run by the U.S.-
backed and Kurdish-led
forces that spearheaded
the military campaign
against the extremists and
controlled the last sliver of
land they once held in
March 2019.

As part of a deal reached
in March between the Syr-
ian government and the
Kurdish-led forces, all bor-
der crossings with Iraq and
Turkey, airports, and oil
fields in the Northeast
would be brought under
the central government’s
control by the end of the
year.

Mr. Trump’s desire for
Syria to take over the pri-
sons also signals the poten-
tial of a full American mili-
tary withdrawal from
Syria.

.-




Context:

 U.S. President Donald Trump met with interim Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa in Riyadh.

e This was the first meeting between the U.S. and Syrian leaders in 25 years.

 The meeting marks a significant moment for Syria, which is emerging from decades of international

isolation.

Key Points:
1. Purpose of the Meeting:

* Held on the sidelines of Trump's meeting with the Gulf Cooperation Council leaders.
 Aimed to normalize relations and address sanction relief for Syria.

e Focus on rebuilding Syria’s economy and ensuring stability post-Assad era.



3. Geopolitical Context:
« Trump urged Syria to recognize Israel and stop any resurgence of the Islamic State group.

« Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu expressed discontent, especially with the ongoing conflict

with Hamas.

* Trump called on Syria to assume control over detention centers holding 9,000 suspected ISIS

members.

4. Syria's Future:

* Trump expressed the need for Syria to take over prisons that house members of the Islamic

State group.
« The move is seen as a precursor to a full U.S. military withdrawal from Syria.

 Trump emphasized self-reliance for Syria, pushing for the Abraham Accords and diplomatic ties

with Israel.



5. Regional Reactions:
» Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman was present, indicating Saudi support.
* Mixed reactions globally:
« Syrians celebrated, hoping for economic recovery.
 Israel and its supporters are cautious about Syria's rehabilitation without strict conditions.

» Trump's strategic move: Signaling U.S. disengagement from Middle Eastern conflicts while

encouraging regional stability.
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1918-1920 CE

1920-1946 CE

1946

1949-1970

1970-2000

2000-2011

2011-Present

Arab Kingdom of Syria declared
after World War |.

French Mandate of Syria under the

League of Nations.
Independence from France.
Political instability, series of
coups, including Ba'athist

takeover.

Hafez al-Assad's rule,
establishment of a stable

authoritarian regime.

Bashar al-Assad's presidency.

Syrian Civil War triggered by the
Arab Spring.

Short-lived independent state, later defeated by French

forces.

Development of modern infrastructure, rise of Arab

nationalism.

Establishment of the Syrian Republic.

Rise of military and socialist rule, suppression of political

dissent.

Centralization of power, economic modernization.

Attempts at limited economic liberalization, continued

political repression.

Humanitarian crisis, rise of ISIS, international military

interventions, severe socio-political fragmentation.



Justice Gavai
takes over as
Chief Justice
of India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Justice Bhushan Ramkrish-
na Gavai was sworn in by
President Droupadi Mur-
mu as the 52 Chief Justice
of India at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Wednesday.

He took his oath of of-
fice, pledging his commit-
ment to uphold the Consti-
tution and faithfully
discharge duties, in Hindi.

Chief Justice Gavai has a
tenure of over six months
till November 23. He was
elevated as a judge of the
Supreme Court on May 24,
2019 from the Bombay
High Court.



1. Swearing-in Ceremony:

e Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai was sworn in as the 52nd Chief Justice of India (CJI).
* The ceremony took place at Rashtrapati Bhavan, administered by President Droupadi Murmu.

» Chief Justice Gavai took his oath in Hindi and pledged to uphold the Constitution.
2. Dignitaries Present:

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Law Minister Arjun Ram

Meghwal, and Home Minister Amit Shah were present.
 Former CJI Sanjiv Khanna also attended the ceremony.

 Family members and other judicial dignitaries witnessed the event.



1. Personal Background:
e Justice Gavai hails from Amravati, Maharashtra.
 Born on November 24, 1960.
« Son of Ramakrishna Suryabhan Gavali, a former Governor of Bihar and a prominent Dalit leader.
2. Professional Journey:
« Started his career as a lawyer at the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court in 1987.
» Became Additional Judge of the Bombay High Court in 2003.
e Elevated as a Permanent Judge in 2005.
e Appointed as a Supreme Court Judge on May 24, 2019.
3. Notable Judicial Contributions:
* Upheld the abrogation of Article 370 of the Constitution.

e Gave verdicts on significant issues such as electoral bonds and Scheduled Castes

classification.

 Known for his bold and decisive judgments.



Significance of Tenure:

1. Challenges Ahead:
» Will hear challenges to the Places of Worship Act and the Waqf (Amendment) Act, 2025.
» Expected to play a key role in shaping judicial discourse on constitutional matters.

2. Judicial Philosophy:
» Believes in judicial independence and the faithful discharge of duties.

» Advocates for maintaining the integrity and independence of the judiciary.

Insights:
« As the first Buddhist Chief Justice of India, Gavai's tenure is symbolically significant.
* His appointment reflects the diversity and inclusivity of the Indian judiciary.

» Given his track record of upholding constitutional values, his tenure is expected to be marked by

progressive legal interpretations.



Role and Functions - Head of the Judiciary of India

- Presides over the Supreme Court of India

- Appoints Constitutional Benches and allocates judicial work

Appointment - Appointed by the President of India

- Senior-most judge of the Supreme Court is generally appointed

Tenure - Holds office until the age of 65 years

- Canresign or be removed via impeachment under Article 124(4)

Removal Procedure - Initiated by either House of Parliament

- Requires a majority of the total membership and a 2/3rd majority

of members present and voting

- On grounds of proven misbehavior or incapacity



First CJI of India

Current CJI (as of 2025)

Significant Powers

Collegium System

Harilal Jekisundas Kania (1950)

To be updated with the latest information

- Administrative head of the Supreme Court

- Recommends names for appointment of SC and HC judges

- Plays a pivotal role in judicial appointments through the
collegium system

- Comprises the CJl and four senior-most SC judges

- Recommends appointments and transfers of judges




Salary and Perks

Landmark Judgments under CJI

Notable Reforms

Retirement and Succession

Significance in Judiciary

- Salary: Approximately 2.80 lakh per month

- Perks: Residence, staff, security, and other allowances

- Keshavananda Bharati Case (1973) - Basic Structure Doctrine

- S.R. Bommai Case (1994) - Presidential Rule

- Puttaswamy Case (2017) - Right to Privacy

- E-courts initiative

- Fast-tracking judicial processes

- Immediate successor takes charge on retirement of the current
CJI

- Upholds the Constitution and ensures judicial independence
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Indian team in UN
to present evidence
on Pahalgam attack

e DELE

An Indian technical team
Mew York to

“An  Indian  techmnical
ream ks in New Vork, They
th

ficial source said.

Under the lens

TRF, founded in 2019, be-
Ean as a lsile knowr angi-
india front that opposed

The technicsd team will apprise
the 1267 Sanctions Cammittes
of The Resstance Front's robe.

entry of “outsiders” to
Kashmir and over the last

The group started by
spreading anti-india mes-

on Telegram app and
post-Pahalgam, it has also

base of the Lashkar-e-Tai-

From the Indian point
of view, the arack in Pahal-

sion of te
B ke Tafto s ot o e
ror serikes that nclucde

the 26/11 attack in Mumbal.

Justice B.R. Gavai takes over
as CJI for a six-month tenure

= diing
ment to uphold the Consti-
tution fa]lhlully
discharge duties, in Hindi.

Chiel Justice Gaval ack-
nowledged the applause
with_folded hands. shook
hands -7

i
Jagdeep Dhankar, Prime

Amit Shakh, tar-
= ily ‘membera sis-
fing in the foremost row,
inelu s edinge

predecessor, Justice Sanjiv
Khanna.

The Chief justice of In-
dia rouched his s
feet. Mr. Modi was also

o preet

of the Supreme
Court

oy,
Chief Justice Gaval has a
tenure of over six months

Im migh effice: sustics B

thre chualle

A Gavni taies nath s the S2rd Chief Justice of Indis during the swearing |

caremony. Bt Rashtrapat Bhavsn, next 1o President Drowp ad| Mumiu on Wednesday. F1

till Nowember 23, He was
elevated as a judge of the
Supreme Court on May 24,
2019 from the Bombay
High Court
Justice Gawal is the fi

Buddhist Chief Justice of
India. He was born on Nao-

Bihar and a prominent Da-

Lt beadder. Kmnown as a bold
judge who

and decisive

g down of the electoral
bonds scheme.

It was part of a Consti-
tution Bench which held
that States have a right o
sub-classify Scheduled
Castes.

He headed the Bench
which had ordered the re-
Lease of Perar a con-
wict in the Rajiv Gandhi as-

case,

Supreme Court, including
the upholding of abrogs-

tion o Artels 970 of the
Constirution and the strik-

As lawyer, he had
practised independently in
the Bombay High Court
from 10 1990, After

Benchtnhmr

India should
sancton
Turkiyve, says
RSS outfit

MEW DELHE

Jagran

“hqfhwmday

NEW DELEE
A Berch of Chief sustics of
N3 BR. Gawii ard SUsHoE

up befons & three-judge Specal
Berech led by Chisf Justice
Ganvai's predecessar, Sustics
Sanjiv Khanna, on May 5.
Justice Khanna had 1 the time

saying he had very linte tine
il hiz retirement on May 13,
The case was then pasted an
Mz 15,

cltizens to
prod

ﬂng)latlnn First masse gudde

1990, he appeared mainly
before the Nagpur Bench
of the Bombay EHigh Court

Ele had practised in Consti-
nurlonal and

et e i oy
Let us choose selfreliance
over strategic dependence
on natiens that empower
our adversaries,” said Ash-
wani co-

Lo, was  standing
(uullse] l'ur The Mumicapal

of  Magpur,
mrm.mnjc-pal(_orpo-
ration and Amravat Un-
beersiny.

He was elevated as Addi-
tional Judge of the Bombay
High Court in 2003 and be-
came a ent Judge in
Movember 2005,

comvener of the 5|

their recent military con-
frontation after the Fahal-

terror amtack. The con-
flict sow Pakistan unleash
swarms of Turkish drones
‘o target Indian military
facilitles.

Justice Varma
Press of Biandia
P DEL

The Supreme Court on

Wednesday refused o list
for urgent hearing a plea
sesking the registration of
an FIR against the allaha-

High Court's Justice

comprising
.
Justice »\ugusdn.e George

dra Madi after Justice Var-
ma refused to resign

A rich haul

& o fresh catch of sardines before its auction on the.
s arthapar o Wedresdmy. The presmonsoon perio
Vi Tor FLERING SR §01m8 Lo<aTions befors The Fasns BIng Chanies 1o 0hes RABRBE. v HARSCRAN

HC orders FIR against ML.P. Minister
over remarks on Col. Sofiyva Qureshi

EHOPAL

The Madhya Pradesh High
Court on Wednesday di-
rected the State Police to
register a first information
report (FIR) within four

hours against State Cabiner
sinister Vijay Shah for al-

2 v, and in-

® ¥ of India) of
ratiya Nyaya Sanhita (B8NS,
- o facie, the state-

integrity of India~ Justce

—

Sreedharan observed.
During a public evens on

noting  that
me: appear o tar-
E=t personnel of the

forces. “Mow. they have

ry,”  Justice Sreedharan
remnarked.

The headership
af the Bharativa

Shah | wes wearned and

tokd no ome has the right

to say susch things

v, suama
2 Prreets BIF pesbcbernt

Political reactions
poured in from across par-

5. sharmila,
a1, Bahujan sa-

Ministers Office confirmed
that Bharatya |anata Party
(BIP) leaders were deliber-
ating possible disciplinary

Shah

sance and warned the i
nister,  affirming  that
Colonel Cureshi s ‘thg
daughter of the

el wothy | of manonal

ride.
“The leadership of the
Bharatiya Janata Party is

sensitive. IF any such

and
as the right to say
such thimgs” Mr. Sharma
‘told presspersomns.
A senior BIP functionary
informed The Hindu that
mr. shah was summoned
by the party’s State general
secretary
Hitanand Sharm,
BIF headquarters In Bho-
pal on ray i5.
was rnly _ in-
sructed te refam from
making such statements
The Minkster also issued an
a e leader said

Many travellers cancel

MNEW DELEI

Amid a call o “boycor™
rravel tw Turkiye and Azer-
baljan, tour ageregators
have reported widespread
cancellations  in  holiday
bookings to both these
countries from India.

i response to the “sup-

port

cellations for Turkiye, and
30% for Azel

E5 the vivo countries, ~boy-
o calls swept social me-
dia after COperation Sin-
door was carrsed out.

id.
~We have already dis-
continued promotions and
offers on our form to
discourage tourism o
these two destinations,” he
said

~There is a preference

shift when it comes to

chacsing & destination.
mpa

areas hawve Ila]lm due to

post-cease uncerzain-

Effect om teurism: ‘B

tien, wrhile umnffcied mhe
poris and re;
ol mperations witout

ot calls Swept Socis media 3fer Turkee
supmorted Fakistan during Dperation Sindoor. FLE PHOTO

major disruptions,” Rikant
Dittie, £RI 2w oo foomder,
My Trip, said

“Al  EasemyTrip.  we
mainrain_ cautious  opt-
mism while prioritising tra-
veller safery. We encourage
all customers to only refer

information

“Recent
tensions are sul

bookings to Turkive, Azerbaijan

and sings had on My 9 s
sued a statement on its
cision o mmpuraruy
pause all new wawvel ofer-
ings to Azerbaijan, Uzbe-
kistan, and Turkive from
India.

On mon-essential travel
“This decision is driven by
our  commitment
uphold

principles  that

marter deeply to us and the

pecple of our country. We

also advise Indian travell-

ers to exercise discretion
avoid

JNU suspends MoU
with Turkiye varsity

The Findy Bureas
NEW DELHI

Jawaharlal Nehra Universi-

monu University, Turkive,
stood suspended till furth:
er notice.

n e ststement

the Mol
tonal security consédera-

tons as JNU stands with
natlon and the armed
forces, many of whom are

IMU ahsmnd Fand
said.

The Moll was inked on
February 3 for a period of
‘three years. Inoms Unfver-
sity. i Turkiye,




Many travellers cancel bookings to Turkiye, Azerbaijan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid a call to “boycott”
travel to Turkiye and Azer-
baijan, tour aggregators
have reported widespread
cancellations in holiday
bookings to both these
countries from India.

In response to the “sup-
port” extended to Pakistan
by the two countries, “boy-
cott” calls swept social me-
dia after Operation Sin-
door was carried out.

Aftermath of conflict

Tour aggregator MakeMy-
Trip said cancellations in
bookings to Turkiye and
Azerbaijan jumped by
250%. EaseMyTrip report-
ed a 22% increase in can-

cM

cellations for Turkiye, and
30% for Azerbaijan.

“Indian travellers have
expressed strong senti-
ments over the past one
week, with bookings for
Azerbaijan and Turkiye de-
creasing by 60%, while
cancellations have surged
by 250% during the same
period,” a MakeMyTrip
spokesperson said.

“We have already dis-
continued promotions and
offers on our platform to
discourage tourism to
these two destinations,” he
said.

“There is a preference
shift when it comes to
choosing a destination.
Bookings to impacted
areas have halted due to
post-ceasefire uncertain-

Effect on tourism: ‘Boycott’ calls swept social media after Turkiye
‘supported’ Pakistan during Operation Sindoor. FILE PHOTO

ties, while unaffected air-
ports and regions maintain
normal operations without

major disruptions,” Rikant
Pittie, CEO and co-founder,
EaseMyTrip, said.

“At EaseMyTrip, we
maintain cautious opti-
mism while prioritising tra-
veller safety. We encourage
all customers to only refer
to reliable information
sources, and exercise pru-
dence when making inter-
national travel plans. We
are currently advising
against non-essential travel
to affected regions, and
have released a formal tra-
vel advisory,” Mr. Pittie
said.

“Recent  geopolitical
tensions are substantially
affecting travel patterns,
with travellers increasingly
choosing other destina-
tions, including Georgia,
Serbia, Greece, Thailand,
and Vietnam,” he said.

Travel company Cox

and Kings had on May 9 is-
sued a statement on its de-
cision to temporarily
pause all new travel offer-
ings to Azerbaijan, Uzbe-
kistan, and Turkiye from
India.

On non-essential travel
“This decision is driven by
our commitment to
uphold principles that
matter deeply to us and the
people of our country. We
also advise Indian travell-
ers to exercise discretion
and avoid any non-essen-
tial travel to these destina-
tions until there is greater
clarity and alignment in
the broader geopolitical
environment,” Karan Agar-
wal, director, Cox & Kings,
had said.
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Indian Tourists to Turkey
(2024 estimate):
~300,000-350,000
(Driven by weddings,
Bollywood shoots and
leisure travel)

Indian Tourist Spend in Turkey:
- Avg spend per tourist:
$1,500-52,000
- Total annual spend:

$450M-$600M
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Govt. notice to
e-comimnerce
firms over sale
of Pal. flags

EW DELE

Consumer protection regu-
Iator GCDA Tt ssed not

ices to several e-commerce
companies, inchuding
Amazon India and Wal-

marc-owned Flipkart, di-
recting them to remove
merchandlss fearuring Fa-
kistani from thelr
plasforms, Consumer Af-
fairs minister Pralhad joshi

Sty Smeasitieity wm
not be tole:

Fveree plagiosine are B
by directed to immediately
remcve content
and adhere to

Indigenous weapon systems

hi

Al offensinve strikes on Pakistan il

s were executed withoue oss of Indian

vy effective, says Centre

s, underscoring the effectiveness

of the surveillance, planming, and delivery systems, savs statement; simation along the western borders remains calm

MEW DELEI

he performance of
g N
a-

|arws M. Joshi sakd in a so-

med.la The Minis-

&, howewer, did not

spscuy i Taws were

being wiolated by selling

the merchandise.

In<dia and Pakistan were

engaged I a conflict ear-

ller this month Following

the killing of 26 persans by
terrorists in Pahalgam.

Press Information Burean

digenous technol
long-range drones to guld—
ol rendtons, made i

irikee Tigidy Tt and

calibraved,” it said.

tan’s Lhms&suppllm air
defence systems.
ing the mission in st 25

Show of stremgihi Akash short rangs surface-to
their capability during O peration Sindoor, afficlats say. ALE FHams

yutems proved

further interess in Indian
systems,” he sald_

Over the course of five
days since Operation Si
Boor was lamtwched o the
nighet of May &7, the coun-

ry's air defence nerwork
proved ns capabiliny and

. and only a few
made an impact

The Indian armed fore-

es sruck several air de-

defence and the inge-
grated Air Command and
Control Systems (LAGCS),

‘Operation Sindoor a0
produced  concrets

fence of hostls technato-
gles neurralised by the In-
dian systems — the
revovery of Dhees s
mese PLAS air-to-air mis-

drones, the PIB

based defence systems in-
tegrated Akashieer
made it hell for Pakistan™s
air  adwventu it said.

schedule as vet for the next
the

. “These were reco-
wered and idemntifie
ing that despite Pakistan's

< of talks
Directors-General of Mili-
tnry Operations of India

ey Briefing: Presdent Droupad Murmu with the Chesf of Defencs

Staff and Service Chefs

o Wednesdiay. KSRASHTRAPATIEHVR

President briefed on
Operation Sindoor by
CDS, Service Chiefs

WEW DELHI

panied by the three Service
Chiefs, brisfed President
Droupadi Murmu,

ress of Operation Sindoor
on Wednesday.
The meeting inchuded

General Upendra Dwivedi,
Chief of the T Adr
Chief Marshal A.P. Singh,

Admiral
pathi, Chief of the Naval
Staff. They provided her

Rashtrapati  Eha-

wan, in a post on the social

media
frmed
His

amps operating  within
Pakistan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir_

Tricolowur everywhere

i d i
Lewa fler country: Children hold the national flag as they take part in a Tiranga Yaira [Trcolour march) in the backdrop of Operation Sindaor
cutsicle the Rabindra Satabarshili Bhawan in Agartala, Tripwa an Wed nesda, an

IMF releases $1 bn tranche to Pakistan

Eress Trost of India
EARACHUISLAMABAD

The International Mone-
tary Fund has disbursed a
s tranche of $1.025
billion under the Extended
Fund Facility (EFF} pro-

the

bank said on

comues

d.ay ‘wihen [he IMF is hold-

ing virtual discussions on
s

as the wisit of lis mis-
am

e
approximately $2.1 hillion
under the [ME's EFF of 57
billion, which was skened
between Pakistan and the

B
on june 2. The IMF talks
il

Bud-

unl May 16.

The central bank sabd

in its forelgn exchange re-
serves for the week endin,

Bay 16, The smoum: vwas
last week by the

the SL4 bill
nd Sustainabilic
SF)

The RSF is intended to
support countries facing
mate vulnerabilities and

matural disasters by streng-

Pakistan is heavily de-

pendent on the IMF bai-
Tt peckage witch helped
1o shore up its dwindling

as sawed by
e Tencior. n,- providing 53
Billlon on short-term
Iasis.

Congress set to organise
rallies to question Modi's
‘silence’ on Trump claims

sandeep Phulan
WEW DELHI

Accusing the BIP of “polsti-
glsing- Operarion Sindoor,

on Wednes-
day announced that it
would take out nationwide

ediat-
ing a ceasefire in-
i, pakiszan and the
“halting” of the military
ration.
“Operation Sindoor
doesn't belong to one par-
tv, it belongs to the na-

“The €W adopred a re-
solution  that said X
Trump's claim of brokering
had internationalised the
Kashmir lssue and repre-

Leader of the Opposi-

hul Gandhi chaired the

Gandhi as saying. ~ques-
tions must be asked as o

Congres:

5 beaciers. Rahad Gandini and K.C. Vermigo pal st = mesting

Tl 5% tha AICE. hasd<RrTars on Wi e saas. me oo

who asked the Americans
o intervene”.
landed the armed
forces for doing a ~phena
menal job limited
Pt e mued that
“if the forces didnt want to
disclose certain tactical de-
rails, it must be respected™.

Seeks accountability
The Congress resolution
questioned movern-
ment over the sudden an-
nouncement of ceasefre
and halting of military op-
and targeted It for

¥
ﬁ:r oy Pahalgam terror at-

-Nsmmal security can-
not be managed through
public relations exercises
on television; it demands

professional rigour, wigh-
Lance, and institutional ac-
countabilicy. Equally sur-
prising abrupe end
®o india‘s retaliatory action
against Pakistan,  which

has left behind a trail of un-
answered questions. The
sudden halt, without clari-

fy O communicanion,
12d to speculacion and oo
Sem Somes the counery,.
the resclution o

Menpwhile, the party
itself from the

Tharoor,
said ceasefire was at the in-
stance of Pakistan.

This was at odds with

Shed politics
till Operation
ends, BIP tells
Opposition

mwaanesdaysudﬂ-e o
position should show its
“rrue spirit and shed the
polizics until Opera-
Ton sindoor finishes

~still, if they want to go

e
tries of the world which
T  paitis cnFiooi: fax
Il e want to say

this issue of Pok Is]us'tahl—
lateral issue between India

uding Mr. Ramesh and
Fancieer Surjowala ralsed
the issue of statements and
comments made by party
leaders that are at odds
with the party position.

an . There is no
scope for any mediation by
any country, including

Family heaves sigh of relief as BSF jawan captured by Pak. returns to India

EOLKATA

The family members of
mam Kumar S|

n Punjab. As the fanily gt
waited

a.m. on the Amari border
<

days and she did"~

Shaw's pregnant wife, Raj-
ni, said.

message

L an e message to
the nation, she said even
after such a harrowing ex-
perience, she would never
stap her husband from re-
turning to duty on the
countrys borders. “He has

served the country for 17
years and he shall contnue
his  dusties.” BMMs. Shaw

- ]
Soyeus moment: BSF jaean Parmanm Kumar She s wife and
mether exnress their reief after his release on Wednesday. 771

told Ms. Shaw aver phone
as news of his release
spread. Ms. Shaw said Ms.

Banerjee referred to her
husband as her brother
and effered full support o

the family. Ms. Banerjee
took o the social media
plar

back. This has been only
le due to the leader-

shig, of Prime Minkster Na-

rendra Modi,” he added.

Mr. Shaw was detained

rritory

nant Ms. [
welled to the BSF camp in
pathankot, Punjab, to meet

senior officials and appeal

etwee:
Psl(ls(s]l following ra-

jubilstion.
The West Bengal Chisf
and Trinamool

Minister

~ and Lok Sabha
MP Kalyan Banerjee had al-
s0 been in contact with the
family.

—+




Indigenous weapon systems
highly effective, says Centre

All offensive strikes on Pakistan military targets were executed without loss of Indian assets, underscoring the effectiveness

of the surveillance, planning, and delivery systems, says statement; situation along the western borders remains calm

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

he performance of
T indigenous defence

systems  against
Chinese and Turkish wea-
pon systems stood out dur-
ing Operation Sindoor, go-
vernment and military
officials have said. For in-
stance, the indigenous
Akash short-range surface-
to-air systems proved their
capability, while the Chi-
nese HQ-9 SAMs deployed
by Pakistan failed to effec-
tively intercept the preci-
sion-guided  munitions
launched by India.

“All offensive strikes on
Pakistan military targets
were executed without loss
of Indian assets, under-
scoring the effectiveness of
our surveillance, planning,
and delivery systems,” the
Press Information Bureau
(PIB) said on Wednesday
about India’s offensive
against Pakistani military
installations on May 10.

“The use of modern in-
digenous technology, from
long-range drones to guid-
ed munitions, made these
strikes highly effective and

Show of strength: Akash short range surface-to-air systems proved
their capability during Operation Sindoor, officials say. FILE PHOTO

calibrated,” it said.

The Indian Air Force by-
passed and jammed Pakis-
tan’s Chinese-supplied air
defence systems, complet-
ing the mission in just 23
minutes, demonstrating
India’s technological edge,
the statement said.

In a social media post,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh’s office said: “India’s
defence sector is growing
stronger than ever, driven
by the spirit of Atmanirb-
har Bharat. Defence ex-
ports have jumped from
686 crore in 2013-14 to

$23,622 crore in 2024-25 —
a 34-fold rise.”

Several countries in
southeast Asia, west Asia
and Africa have expressed
interest in the Akash and
BrahMos systems among
others, an official noted.
“The recent episode is a
validation of the perfor-
mance of these systems in
real-time. We anticipate
further interest in Indian
systems,” he said.

Over the course of five
days since Operation Sin-
door was launched on the
night of May 6-7, the coun-

try’s air defence network
proved its capability and
resilience as Pakistan
launched hundreds of
drones in waves, un-
manned combat aerial
vehicles and missiles in-
clining high-speed ones.
Most of them were shot
down, and only a few
made an impact.

The Indian armed forc-
es struck several air de-
fence radar sites, among
others, disabling the HQ-15
SAM system in Lahore. The
air defence networks of the
Army and the IAF were
backed by the Akashteer
air defence and the Inte-
grated Air Command and
Control Systems (IACCS),
respectively.

Operation Sindoor also
produced concrete evi-
dence of hostile technolo-
gies neutralised by the In-
dian systems — with the
recovery of pieces of Chi-
nese PL-15 air-to-air mis-
siles, Turkish-origin UAVs,
long-range rockets, quad-
copters and commercial
drones, the PIB statement
noted. “These were reco-
vered and identified, show-
ing that despite Pakistan’s

attempts to exploit ad-
vanced foreign-supplied
weaponry, India’s indige-
nous air defence and elec-
tronic warfare networks
remained superior.”

The nearly ¥2,000-crore
contract for Akashteer, a
networking and automa-
tion project, was signed in
March 2023 and was field-
ed a year later. Bharat Elec-
tronics Ltd. (BEL) said on
social media that its in-
house designed and manu-
factured Akashteer system
had proved its mettle on
the war field. “Ground-
based defence systems in-
tegrated with Akashteer
made it hell for Pakistan’s
air adventures,” it said.
“The system performed
beyond users’ expecta-
tions, providing robust air
defence to India during the
current conflict.”

The situation along the
western borders remained
calm on the intervening
night of May 13-14. Army
sources said there was no
schedule as yet for the next
round of talks between the
Directors-General of Mili-
tary Operations of India
and Pakistan.




1. Performance of Indigenous Defence Systems:

Indigenous defence systems, particularly Akash short-range surface-to-air systems, proved

highly effective during Operation Sindoor.

The Chinese HQ-9 SAMs used by Pakistan failed to intercept India's precision-guided munitions.

2. Success of Indian Offensive Operations:

All offensive strikes on Pakistani military targets were carried out without any loss of Indian

assets.
This highlights the effectiveness of India's surveillance, planning, and delivery systems.

The Indian Air Force's quick action (just 23 minutes) exemplified its operational efficiency.



3. Technological Superiority:

* |ndia’s indigenous air defence and electronic warfare networks proved resilient despite Pakistan’s

use of drones, UAVs, and high-speed missiles.
» Pakistan's air defence network was unable to withstand the precision strikes.

* The Indian Air Force successfully neutralized incoming threats, including the HQ-15 SAM system

in Lahore.
4. Significant Defence Exports:

» Defence exports from India surged from 2686 crore in 2013-14 to 223,622 crore in 2024-25,

marking a 34-fold rise.
* |ndian weapon systems like Akash and BrahMos are generating interest in Asia and Africa.
5. Technological Advancements:

» Bharat Electronics Ltd. (BEL) showcased the Akashtester, a networked and automated air

defence system developed in collaboration with the Indian Air Force.

* The system demonstrated robust performance in field tests and combat situations.



INDIA'S 'AKASH' e ¥RE) MISSILE
TO COUNTER  [eemesuy ™ =
DRAGOH FIRE ﬂiﬁﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁ’éiﬂ"m léngth;

Surface-to-Air missile (SAM) system was one of the five %ﬁtimiﬁsim

core missile systems of the Integrated Guided Missile technology; powered

Development Programme launched by India in 1983. by an air—hr:eathing |
After long delays due to technical glitches, Akash engine; can carry |
now finally being deployed by IAF & army warhead of 60kg 4
IAF ) - Army ) )

Inducting eight - Inducting 2 Akash regiments, 25-Km

interception range

squadrons, each with 2 : with six firing batteries &
“flights’ of 4 launchers ~ hundreds of missiles each Low reaction, all-weather

Cost| 36,2000 Cost|T14,180 Cr "“"'
I|,.l"
* 'tn{:liggnn s

Can handle multiple aerial
threats from several
directions simultaneously

88%

‘ " kill ﬂfﬂl}&hﬂ!t}' within a

1 specified kill zone
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720 kg |35 g |- St=ise

Weight | Diameter  Mach 2.5
e Ra Speed

-5 18 metre

Length

R ¥t~ Akash missile being test-fired
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AR S from the ITR off the Odisha
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Former Defence Secretary
jay Kumar is UPSC Chairman

Former Defence Secretary Ajay
Erenan

Kumar has been

Secretary from Augnst 23, 2019 to October 31,
rvice

2022, according to his se
Chairman is
until araining G5 years of a

5. An UPSC

reco
appointed for a term of six years or
ge.

m workers’ body urges
boycott of Turkive for shoots

The Federation of Western India Clne Employees

(FWICE), representing over 3.5 lakh memi
on Wednesday called

from 36 cinemaric fields,

embers

Inclinn, Slmennkers to el from chonioe
ol

alleged runs counter to India’s national interest.

~In view of recent international developmenss,

wee have called for a boycotr of Turkive and

Az _ These nations have shown open

support for Pakistan, a country that continues o
loodshed,

srommar texrorimn poad b

e
. chief advisor to FWICE, told The Hindu

‘21-day anti-Naxal operation
dislocated Maoist leadership’

The

ation was carried out in the very difficul. hilly verrain’ around

tta Hill on the Chhantisgarh-Telangana

-
boundary: Maoist leadership is completely segregated and their military formations have been splintered, say top officials:

BlAPUE

op officers of the
‘Central
Police Force and
Chhattisgarh  Police  on
Wednesday said that the
recently concluded 21-day

bounda

objective of “dislocating
The top Jeadership of the
Magists, who had congre-

May 11 in the areas around
the Ka il ~a very
difficulr, hilly terrain about
S0-km and 5-20-km
wide™, afficials said.

forces and bed o the
deaths of at least 31 un-
Maoises, including

women.
Preliminary  investiga-

il Army (PLGAY

Operation smccess:

+ Wiespans seired by the police along the Kareguta ©

on display in Bliapur, ChRsttisgad, on Wedresday, =1

located. Even their military

formation been
e splin[ered into  smaller
Dandakaramya Special — groups,” saidl h
zomal « the pol- iene
dee claimed. al of Police [.ha:ul Opera-
tons) wivekanand sinha.
Key objective rsonnel e
mals slsiective: of rent . including the
]sunch‘ln.;( e e rve

ope
Karegutia Hill vas to dido.
care the leadership [of the
Maoksts] thar had congre-
gared in one place. In that
objective, the forces have
completely succeeded and
their leadership is com-
pletely segregated and dis-

Comprhensive and thor.

A after ants Haxal aper:

dinated anti-Macist opera-
tion™ in Chhattisgarh till

Officers saibd that in the
past two-and-a-half years,
Macists gradually  built
their base on the hill,

fures weapons, and other

orga
e gnm. of Manists
= Karepuiin i
ded, happened as a re-
sult of the increasing domi-

security
forces, which had set up
new camps and execured

ined n

Take steps Lo
ensure proper
footpaths,

SC tells States

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
dn

ities must safeguard the
5

other areas. The Maoists

of ped-

estrians to clear and unhin-
dered f .

ried cut several such oper-

ations in inaccessible re-

plons of the country ma(
identified

seems

future
said

Reiterating the deadline
of March =1,

shah for eradication of
Maxalism, Mr. Singh de-
scribed the latest encoun-
ter as the ~beginning of the
end” for Maxals.

]
of the Constirution.
to have footpaths that are
unobstriscted is an essen-
tial characteristic.” a Bench
of Justices A.S. Oka and Uj-
jal Bhuyan said

The court directed the
Sgates and Union Territo-
ries to frame guidelines to
ensure proper footpaths
for

pedestrians calling it
thelr constinutional right.
The Bench was hearing
a case over the delay in (he
implementation
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Specialists from four insti-
‘ustions of the Indian Coun-
el of Agricubural kesearch

e assemnbled the
Frstavar chromosome o
vel genome of the Indian

Birth rates in Delhi, Kerala, and T.N. declining
at twice the rate of national average: report

DELED

The annual crisde birth

le in the population)
in Tamil Nadu, Delhl and
Kerala at

ping at a rate of LI2% every
yesr from 2015 to 2021 In
:omp:.rlson. in

Birth rate in Ta-
Pl N s been declin
Ing at a rate of 2.35% every
wear, Delhis at o rate of
223% and Keralas at
z05%

The dara showed that
the slowest rate of decline
in birth rate was seen in
states such as Rajasthan
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thonal average.

Registered births
Corresponding to this data
set in the SRS 2021 Statist-
cal Report, the Civil Regis-
[nzdnn System 2021 datases

that some of the
States seeing the slowess
decline in birth rates are al-

shewed that the number of
registered births were see-
ing a rise in about 11 States
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India protests China

renaming places in
Arunachal Pradesh

NEW DELHI

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on Wednes-

Pt aiter the growme realicy
that Arunachal Pradesh is
an “inalienable part of In-

~. The Ministry-level
response came after Chi-
na’s MEnistry of Forelgn AR
fairs announced a change
the name:

China has persisted with us
vain and p

Creative naming will
not alter the undenisble
reality that the State

is integral part of India
RANDIIR JAISW AL

MEA zpo oo

part of ndia.” the MENs of-

rson, Rand-

i Jaiswal, sald in 3 state-
ment.

Earlier, the spokesper-

T B0 Rame places in

50

number  of registered
births. The Vital Staristics
Report based on CRS 2021

tive naming will not alter
realiny that

an has who survive m
reproductive age and have
children of their own,

PR el
is, and will always remain
an integral and inalienable

Lin jian,
had said thas China had
ames_of
some places in Arunachal
<h, ref-
ers o as .
China and India have
had tough exchanges re-

ar the so-called “standardi-
on” of names in the
berder State.
Similar attempts were
made in April 2024,
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Keeping mind worry-free

I peaple loa
minds will beco

d their minds with urwanted thoughts,
me confused and agitated. rmmspam

Krishnan Swamy ¥ 5aid there are thies ragsons for comnfi.

with them the kingdom. He asked Vidhura why he could
not remain in peace and rangquillity. Vidhura replied that
rmiscus

the: )(I.ng drited = away fr from the vi

secondly,

If more worries crop up. they lead to mennal depres.

should not anticipate the fruits of the eforts.

ich is the root cause
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silence. ¥ of mind are the austerities

of anxlety, sorrow, fear, and
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Former Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar is UPSC Chairman

Former Defence Secretary Ajay Kumar has been
appointed Chairman of the UPSC, says a Union
Personnel Ministry order. The post of Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC) Chairman fell
vacant after the completion of Preeti Sudan’s
tenure on April 29. Mr. Kumar’s appointment was
cleared by President Droupadi Murmu, said the
order issued on Tuesday. A 1985-batch retired
Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the
Kerala cadre, Mr. Kumar worked as Defence
Secretary from August 23, 2019 to October 31,
2022, according to his service records. An UPSC
Chairman is appointed for a term of six years or
until attaining 65 years of age. en




Established

Constitutional Provision

Primary Function

Headquarters

Chairperson (as of 2025)

Appointment of Chairperson

Tenure of Chairperson

Composition

October 1, 1926

Article 315 to 323 of the Indian Constitution

Conduct recruitment exams for All India Services, Central

Services, and other Group A and B services

New Delhi, India

To be updated (current data required)

Appointed by the President of India

6 years or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier

- One Chairperson

- Up to 10 other members



Functions and Duties - Conducts exams for Civil Services (IAS, IPS, IFS) and various

other services

- Advises the government on recruitment methods

- Disciplinary matters and promotions

- Matters related to the transfer and deputation of officers

Examinations Conducted - Civil Services Examination (CSE)

- Indian Forest Service (IFoS)

- Engineering Services Examination (ESE)

- Combined Defence Services (CDS)

- National Defence Academy (NDA)

- Central Armed Police Forces (CAPF)

- Indian Economic Service (IES)

- Indian Statistical Service (ISS)



Civil Services Exam (CSE) - Conducted annually

- Three stages: Prelims, Mains, and Interview

Eligibility Criteria for CSE - Nationality: Indian

- Age Limit: 21 to 32 years (general category)

- Educational Qualification: Graduate from a recognized university

- Number of Attempts: 6 (General), 9 (OBC), Unlimited (SC/ST)

Reservation - OBC: 27%, SC: 15%, ST: 7.5%, EWS: 10%

Application Mode Online through UPSC official website



Birth rates in Delhi, Kerala, and T.N. declining
at twice the rate of national average: report

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The annual crude birth
rates (live births per 1,000
people in the population)
in Tamil Nadu, Delhi and
Kerala are declining at
twice the rate of the nation-
al average, showed data
from the Sample Registra-
tion System (SRS) Statistical
Report, 2021, released by
the Registrar- General of In-
dia last week.

The data showed that
the all-India crude birth
rate was 19.3 in 2021, drop-
ping at a rate of 1.12% every
year from 2016 to 2021. In
comparison, in the same
period, the birth rate in Ta-
mil Nadu has been declin-
ing at a rate of 2.35% every
year, Delhi’s at a rate of
2.23% and Kerala’s at
2.05%.

The data showed that
the slowest rate of decline
in birth rate was seen in
States such as Rajasthan

Birth
ratesin
decline

Crude birth

Assam [

Bihar I

Uttar Pradesh I
Madhya Pradesh I
Rajasthan !
Jharkhand |
Chhattisgarh I

Haryana !

rates for Tamil Nadu, India |
Delh_l gnd Kerala are Tamil Nadu |
declining at about |
twice the rate of the Dethi
national average Kerala |
0 10 20 30

2016 = 2021

Source: Sample Registration System 2021

(0.48%), Bihar (0.86%),
Chhattisgarh (0.98%),
Jharkhand (0.98%), Assam
(1.05%), Madhya Pradesh
(L.05%), West Bengal
(1.08%), and Uttar Pradesh
(1.09%). The data further
revealed that Uttarakhand
was the only State which
saw a rise in birth rate in
this period.

The birth rates data
from the SRS 2021 further

revealed that the rate of de-
cline was faster than the
national average for 13
large States and Union Ter-
ritories.

All southern States —
Andhra Pradesh (1.26%),
Telangana (1.67%), Karna-
taka (1.68%), Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu - featured
among these 13 large States
and Union Territories.

The SRS is the largest de-

mographic survey in the
country, meant to provide
annual estimates on fertili-
ty and mortality indicators
such as birth rates and
death rates.

Apart from the southern
States, birth rates were
seen declining faster than
the national average for
Maharashtra (1.57%), Guja-
rat (1.24%), Odisha (1.34%),
Himachal Pradesh (1.29%),
Haryana (1.21%), and J&K
(1.47%), with Punjab’s birth
rate declining almost at the
same rate as that of the na-
tional average.

Registered births

Corresponding to this data
set in the SRS 2021 Statisti-
cal Report, the Civil Regis-
tration System 2021 dataset
showed that some of the
States seeing the slowest
decline in birth rates are al-
s0 reporting increasing
number of registered
births. The Vital Statistics
Report based on CRS 2021

showed that the number of
registered births were see-
ing a rise in about 11 States
and Union Territories,
which included Bihar, Ra-
jasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Ut-
tarakhand, West Bengal,
Arunachal Pradesh, Mizo-
ram, Nagaland, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, and
Lakshadweep.

The SRS 2021 data on to-
tal fertility rate (TFR) and
gross reproduction rate
(GRR) too correspond to
the birth rate data — show-
ing that States such as Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh had
a TFR and GRR higher than
the national average.

The TFR measures aver-
age number of children ex-
pected to be born per wo-
man during her entire span
of reproductive period and
GRR refers to the average
number of daughters each
woman has who survive to
reproductive age and have
children of their own.




1. Decline in Birth Rates:

* The annual crude birth rates in Tamil Nadu, Delhi, and Kerala are declining at twice the rate of the
national average.

» Data from the Sample Registration System (SRS) Statistical Report 2021 reveals a consistent
decline.

2. National vs State Data:

« National Average:

* The all-India crude birth rate was 19.3 in 2021, declining at a rate of 1.12% per year from
2016 to 2021.

» State Data:
 Tamil Nadu: Decline rate of 2.35% per year.
» Delhi: Decline rate of 2.23% per year.

» Kerala: Decline rate of 2.05% per vyear.



* Slowest Decline:
» Rajasthan recorded the slowest decline in birth rate among Indian states.
3. Faster Decline in Specific States:

e Southern States like Andhra Pradesh (1.26%), Telangana (1.67%), Karnataka (1.68%), Kerala, and

Tamil Nadu showed faster decline than the national average.

* Other states with a faster rate of decline include Maharashtra (1.57%), Gujarat (1.24%), Odisha
(1.34%), Himachal Pradesh (1.29%), Haryana (1.21%), and J&K (1.47%).

4. Registered Births and TFR:

* 11 states and union territories, including Bihar, Rajasthan, UP, and others, saw a rise in registered
births.

« States with high Total Fertility Rate (TFR) and Gross Reproduction Rate (GRR) align with higher
birth rates.

5. Factors Contributing to Decline:

* Social factors, lifestyle changes, and improved education and healthcare are leading to lower

birth rates.

« Demographic transition in urbanized states also contributes to this trend.
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u poured out of

Ateam of scientists from institutes in Belpng and

way o produce 20 sheets of gallkIm. ANDEEWRAGANES € Brsal

Scientists make unique 2D metals
much sought after for future tech

quantum dot is a type of
semiconductor that's only a
nanometres wide. It has a
wide range of applications.
including in l_u;r ugmmg.

fabication, nd sl Is. They're

Very small, but they"ve had a big lmpact

on our world as we know it. This is why

the people who found a quick, reliable

way to make quantum dots were awarded

the Nobel Prize for chemistry in 2023.
Quansum dots get their curious but

bilith

In this situation, the amount of energy
each electron can have changes. In a
wire in your house's circuit, if an
electron gains some extra energy in some

re energy aven & saot

copper-wire
seats they like. But in an atom, some rows
are closed off. and in the other rows. anly

seats are available. Because all the
Slectrons in a quantum dot behave in this
way, the dot itself behaves like a giant
atom.

The materials not in 3D

zero-dimensis
electrons can move
dimensions, the volume available is so
small that it might as well be a poine in

space.
graphene is a famous 2D
mmaterial. it consists of a single sheet of
carbon atoms bonded to each other ina
pattern. m in this
move around in two
dimensions, thus 2D. As a result, they
behave as if they don't have mass, for
5 rise to properties not
seen in other materials.
The unusu:

another, the two sheets will develop weak
between them S
Waals interaction.

at
::nd dots; but thev've a the

The scientists who discovered
graphene also found that by attaching
some cellophane tape on graphite, then

mooth motion, they
il et  fow bayers of Eraphone oo
come off with the tape.

Really, really flat metals

differently. the atom readily forms bonds
n 3D. Forcing it to ' Torm bonds only in 2D
& ve cubt. This is wh

2D metals are expected to have
unique propertics that can be

medicine to the military. 2D

be exotic materials called
topological insulators

Nature & o be believed, there may finally
be light at the end of the 2D tunnel. A
team of scientists from the Beijing
National Laboratory for Condensed
Matter Physics and Insticute of Physics,
the

e
s s e trying for a decade to
create 2D metals using diffes

Technlaques, to mo aval. Theyve rried
carefuily depositing metal

substrate. and s. ing metal alices

between a 2D material and a
eTing

A dy also.
Toind the sarface DI these ratertals to be
uneven and often the metal atoms
interact with oxygen in the atmosphere to
form

sensors with applications ranging from

medscine to the military. 2D bismuth and

tin, in particular, are expected to be

Etic matertals caled wpclogical

ins: conducting electric currents

only along their edges, not anywhere else.
material can become

to make fastes computers of the

high-pressure sandwich
Nowtit & study publiched recently in

s keep the shects from
dnmng.pm but if you tug even one
sheet just a will

“: @

> | [ 5]

because the necessary technologies

Lay a plate on top
of which a single kaver of molybdenum
(Mo has red.

The droplet is overlaid with the top anvl,
on slpp!llm substrate. At this

accidental. MoS: has a Young's modulus —
the amount of force required to deform it
— of 430 billion pascal (Pa), and sapphire,
has one of 300 billion Pa_

also smooth
surfaces, which means their atoms don't
try o bond with the atoms near

'l'he researchers also found the

occur in 2D metals, not in 3D metals.

To change the world

thin cryss
Waals materials. In the past year, there
have been reports of single-atom-thick
graphene nano-ribbons grown

Iayers of hexagonal boron nitride. and of

£rown betwee:
Ushversiny of Cafiints, fviese,
Javier sandumnssl!hl vose in &

of croplet motten tin. 2D tinis &
P “opatogical insutstor, which conducts electric curre

nts onty along - edges, not anywhere else.

&

paper.
“Niy own group has
-thin

nanom.
“A key difference berween our method
and that of Zhao and colleagues is that
they used large (centimetre-scale)
sapphires covered with MoS:, which

t be crucial for making atomically

multiple metal species, not just S
For another,
arrangement of bismuth atoms in the 2D
sheet the team made allows It to become

a
mndmom Furare research can smprove

to make
Topological ineulators Ih & more rolable

Braczilian wins
World Food Prize
Jor raising yield
using biological
processes

A Brazilian sclentist who pushed back
the use of chemical fertilizers and
studied biological approaches to more
has been

been rese: mlagml seed and soil
treatments for 40 and has
with Brazilian farmers to implement her

‘World Food Prize Foundation.

1 s2ill cannot believe k. Everybody
said, my whole life, it's improbable, you
are going the wrong way, Just go tothings
like chemicals and so on. And

received the most important prize r the
world of agriculture,” Ms. Hungria said

countries, founded the World Food Prize.
Since the first prize was handed out in
1987. 55 people have been honoured.

with roots to

‘oduce nil

to convince them that they
wouldn't have to sacrifice yiclds
if they toa

process

Ms. Hungria said she grew up wanting
to alleviate hunger. Early in her career,
she decided to focus on a process called

in which soil
bacteria could be used to pr e plant
Erowth. At

that
oD ik U they switched 6o a bioiogeal
process.

The wurl( Is credited for increasing
ylelds of several crops, inchiding wheat,

. Hun
be applied on farms in otl

soybe:
than it is in Brazil. Ame:

are planted.
little or no fertilizer needs t5 be appiied,
Hung'h said.

razilian agriculeur: es have

facod Beree cocium o e Slearing fatested

1and to create farmland, largely to grow
that

forested areas less e

back and
for 'Science’, please write to

science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page”

L.
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Marizngela Hungria, WORL FOCE FRUEWAAR

Brazilian wins
World Food Prize
Jor raising yield
using biological
processes

A Brazilian sclentist who pushed back
against the use of chemical fertlizers and
studied biological appsoaches w more
robust food production has been
honoured with this year’s World Food
Prize, the organisation announced on

Microbiclogist Mariangela Hungria has
been researching biological seed and soil
tmeatments for 40 years and has worked
with Brazilian farmers to implement her
findings. Her accomplishment has now
won her $500,000 from the lowa-based
Warld Food Prize Foundation.

“t still cannot bebieve ir. Everybady
sakd, my whole ife, i's Improbable, you
are going the wrong way, just go ta things
like chemicals and s0 on. And then, |
received the mest important prizein the
workd of agriculture,” Ms. Hungria said in
an Interview.

‘Norman Borlaug, who received the
Mabel Peace Prize In 1970 for his work to
dramatically increase crop yields and
reduce the threat of starvation in many

countries, founded the World Food Prize.
b\ncelbe first prize was handed out in
1987, 55 peaple have been honoured.

She studied bow bacteria interact
with reots to produce nitrogen,
and worked direcily with farmers
1o convince them that they

if they switched to a biological
process

Ms. Hungria sald she grew up wanting
to alleviate hunges. Early In her career,
she decided to focus on a process called
biological nitrogen fication, in which soll
bacterla could be used to promote plant
growth. At that time, farmers in Brazil and
around the warld were reluctant to
reduce their use of nitrogen fertilisers,
which dramatically increase crop
production but lead t greenhouse gas
emisslons and pollute waterways.

s, Hungria studied how bacteria can
interact with plant roats to naturally
prodic itmagen. She hen demanitrated
her wark on test ploes and began working
directly with farmers to convince them
that they wouldn't have  sacrifice high
ey mlds ithey switched to:a biological

P e work s credted for Increasing
yields of several crops, including wheat,
corn, and beans, but it has been
gspecilly effecie o opbeans. rast
has since become the world's largess
soyhean prodiscer, surpassing the LS.

“Although Ms. Hungria®s research could
be apphied on farms in ather countries,
soybean procuction in the LS. s different
than It s In Brazil. American farmers
typically Fotate crops between Erowing
corm and soybeans. Enough nitrate
fertilizer applied ta corn still remains in
the soil when soybeans are planted, and
litle or no fertilizer needs to be applied,
Hungrla said.

‘Brazilian agricultural companies have
faced fesce criticism for clearing forested
Land to create farmland, Largely to grow
soybeans. Much of that eriticism s
Justified, Ms. Hungria said, but she added
that her approach bullds up the sol and
makes further encroachment into
forested areas less necessary.

“If you manage the crop well, the crop
will enrich the sofl with nitrogen,” she
said. Ms. Hungria will be awarded her
prize at an annual October gathering in
mmmgncumuaneseamm and
offclals from around the woi

Gebisa Ejta,cha ofthe e Fond
Prize Laureate Selection Commitiee, cred-
ed M. Hungria for the transformative
effects of her research In South America.

World Food Prize

w WORLD FOOD PRIZE

Awarded for "a specific, exceptionally

significant, individual
achievement that advances
human development with a
demonstrable increase in the
quantity, quality, availability of,
or access to food"["!

Sponsored by General Foods, John Ruan

Location

and family, followed by
numerous others

Des Moines, lowa, US

Presented by World Food Prize Foundation

Hosted by

Reward(s)

First award

Mashal Husain, President of
WFP/2!

A diploma, a commemorative
sculpture and a monetary
award of US$500,000

1987

Final award 2024



1. Award and Achievement:

« Brazilian scientist Mariangela Hungria has been honored with the World Food Prize 2023.
* She received the award for her pioneering work in biological processes to enhance crop yields.

e The award includes a $500,000 prize from the lowa-based World Food Prize Foundation.

2. Research and Contributions:

» Hungria has focused on reducing chemical fertilizer use and promoting biological methods in

agriculture.
* Her key research involved:
» Using bacteria to fix nitrogen in plants naturally.
» Working directly with farmers to implement these biological methods.

* Hungria's research particularly impacted soybean production, making Brazil the world's largest

soybean producer.
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Latin America mourns world’s

‘poorest President” Mujica

sEuTERS

~

Uruguay began bidding farewel to its former leader Jose “Peps
Mujica, a former leftst guerilla fighter who won global fame for his.
Bty % Uua do-called “wcatet priaase reiladeit Vi

MoOosSCow
Russia jail

rominent election

monitor Melkonvants for five vears

LANORE

Rights body raises concern over

PHNOM PENE

Cambodia and China begin their

-

=

Fussia on

monitor to

Thvs e In prisom, prort of i ksberadbiog Condscim by e

Kremiin aganst independ

as-year-old, a dozen year:

activity, lost a year long battie sgainst cancer on Yuésday are

lent critics and op| ts. Grigory
44, i the co-chair of the Russian wote-monitoring NGO

Golos, which recards aleged fraud in Russian elections. are

siert spectator, the Human Rij

sa6d on Wednesday. The HRCP said the Chy
Earmiands hawe been occupied In Kot Addw, 400 km from Lahore. &1

eviction of Christians in Pakistan

e

~
Christian farmers are being evicted from their Lands by the mafia in
Paxistan's Punjab and the provincial govemment appears to be &

Cormnisice of Pakistis: {ECEY

largest-ever military exercises

Cambedia and China on Wednesday began their largest-ever joint
miitary exercises, involwng advanced Chinese military hardware

inchuding :Nllkvy mrabips s ecihiot atik does Nearly

w00
re than 1,300 Cambodian

s ore Taking part i the drils that wil fast il May 25, A

Kremlin slams
Macron’s plan
for nuclear
deployment

Open to begin talks on French nukes
in European countries, says Macron

The frzmewnrk for deploviment of

C French Pr

23
Moscow

The possible deployment
of French nucl

across the EU will not en-
hance security on the con-

cron said he was ready to
discuss the issue.
“The proliferation of nu-
clear weapons on the Eu-
ropean continent so-
mething that will not add
security, predictability, or
stability to the European
continent,” Kremlin spo-
ov

possesses about
4,000 warheads and views
France’s nuclear deter-
rence as a potential threat
%o ks national security.

LoNDON
rench President Em-
manuel Macron, on

Sasd
open” discussi

countries.
cron's comments come as
Europeans seek to bolster
their defences, especially
against Russia, and as d
Trump administration has
signalled that the U.S. will
no longer underwrite Eu-
ropean security.

urmg a Ke!e'ﬂv
sion interview
to Potish Przlden( Andﬂej
rem: April

would be di:

arwet Macron's comments comes 2= Eurcpe

Botd strid,
seeks 1 bolster its defences whie

thas Poland would like to
host both American and
French nuclear weapons
on its soil, Mr. Macron sasd

his country was ~ready to

the U.S. takes 3 backseat. A2

open this discussion™.
Xhe fiamiework for 22

ployment of

Pons would be discussed

in the weeks and months

ahead. subject o condi-

. ina
discussion with te-
levislon channel TF1 on
Tuesday evening.

Let’s be clear, France
will not pay for the security
of others. It can be a Euro-
panny efart i the effit of

nation, ~ Mr. Macro:
Said, enlisting the first of

three cons
Second. the lr.l.nslex of
nuclear bombs other

countries would not come
at the expense of France’s
own deterrence. according
o Mr. Macron. Fi

French Presiaent wouid be
ultimately in charge of
whether they could be
used, he said.

The President indicated

1 in the weeks and months ahead, subject to
said: Poland had recently said it would like to host American and French nukes on its soil

thar the discusstons had al-
ready begun.
Mr. Macron and Frie-

rent during Mr. Merz's visit
to Paris last week The
Chancellor had said there
was a need to d nu-
dear  deterrence  with
France and the UK — Eu-
ropes only two nuclear
wers — and that any
such deterrent would sugp-
the  framework
. and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO). American ms-
clear weapons (all of them
gravity bombs) have been
stationed in Europe since
the 19:

Two dozen children
among 70 killed in
Israel’s Gaza strikes

A Palestirian wom:

DEIR AL-BALAM

tsraeli airstrikes pounded
northern and southern Ga-
za on Wednesday, killing at

Trump says

Iran must

end support for West
Asia’s proxy groups

= q

have cngaged in four
rounds of talks since

RIvADE

nald
Trump tord Gulf leadars on
Wednesday he urgenty
wants ‘(ﬁ make a deal”

programme but
Tehran must end its sup-

of proxy groups
throughout the region as
part of any potential agree-
ment.

Iran “must stop spon-
soring terror. halt its bloo-

weapon.”

last month on Iran’s

The US. and Iran have
of

ogramme.
1n Iran, Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi called Mr.

Trump's remarks -deceit-
ful” bur did nos directly ad-
dress the U.S. leader’s call

Force One, urged Iran “to
make tl deciston™
about its nuclear p

ing’s golng to happen one
way or the other.

Forever in vogue

Margaret Fatyela, 78, reacts

Thokoea in South Africa on Tucsday. AFe

of the Sukuma Mbokodo Support Group's Elderly Beauty Contest in

al o dozen chil-
dren, according to local

and health offi-
cial er israel

roels cifermsive b the Pales
tndan territory before Ha-
mmas 15 defeated.
At least 50 people, in-
ing 22 chiltren, were
kllled in strikes around ja-
baliya in northern Gaza
alone, according to hospi-
tals and Gaza's Heakh
Ministry.

tage, a gesture that some
thought could lay the
groundwork for a cease-
fire, and as U.S. President
Donald Trump visited Sau-
di Arabia during a multi-
day trip to Gulf countries.
israel’s military refused
to comment on the strikes.
it warned Jabaliya resi-
dents to evacuate late on
. citing militant in-
frastructure in the area, in-
2 rocket launchers.
i yabia vork-
ers smashed through <ol-
concrete slabs using
hand tools, lit by the light
of cellphones, to remove

30 mowms the desth of loved anes kiled in
Israeli strikes on Jabala in Gaza Strip on Wednesday. AP

eafidrents bodles:

e had been wides-
pread hope thar M.
Trump's visit to West Asia
could usher in a ceasefire
deal or renewal of umani-

gan
Hamas-led militants killed
1200 people in a 2023 in-
trusion ins southern Is-
rael Israel's retallatory of-

52,928 palesti nlans many

000
since Israel broke a cease-
fire on March 18, the minis-

offensive has
obliterated vast swathes of
Gazas urban landscape
and displaced 90% of the
population. often multiple
time:

s.

tstaell media reported
that one target in a strike
on a hospital in Khan You-
nis on Tu as Mo-
hammed Sinwar, younger
brother of the late Hamas
leader Yahya Sinwar, who
was killed by Israeli forces
last October.

located beneath the Euro-
pean Hospital.

Colombia j

BEYING

Colombia formally agreed
on Wed: o join Chi-
na‘s vast Belt and Road in-
frastructure initiative, as
Be draws Latin Ameri-
ca closer In a bid to coun-
ter the United States.
Latin America has
emerged as a key battle-

region is coming under
from

oins Belt and Road initiative as China courts Latin America to counter U.S.

Chinese leader X Sinping's
Belt and infrastrisc-
ture driv

‘On the sidelines of a ma.

Jor gathering of regional

leaders in Belfing on Wed-

. Colombia became
the latest counwy to join
the global initiative.

Historic ste|
Colombia's Foreign Minis-
try hailed the agreement as
--hNonc step that opens
ew opportunities for
Investment, technological

“Beltand Road Inktiadve fa-
midy” to enhance

cooperation.
Posting a video of the

s o lz] media
platform Petro
Freota that ~ihe history of
gn relations is

e
“From now on, Colom-
bia will interact with the
entire world on a footing of
equality and freedom,” Mr.
Petro wrote.
The BRI is a central pil-
Ree bt X B e mepl
and pol-

o choose a side.

China has sui d the
U.S. as the biggest trading
Brazil, Peru,

Chile and other Latin
American nations, and
two-thir of countries

signed up to
cae

and
ble development for both
countries™.

And following a meeting
with Colombian President
Gustavo Petro, Mr. Xi
urged the countries to take
the opportunity of Colom-
bia formally joming the

ina‘s
itical clout over.
For more than a decade,

nomic leverage in return.

The BRI &5 3 cantral pillar of President X1 Jinping’s bid o expand
Chinas economic and political clout oversess. AL

Lase year, Mr. Xi inaugu-
‘America’s first
por

= influence on the
continent.
This week's

Chin.
LAC Forum in Betjing | -

seen China cast tesclf aa the

aimed at deepening coop-
eration, including on in-
frastructure clean

energy.
Beijing will also cooper-
rterrorism

gence of unilateralism and
is severely

S ovdies and the Dacker of

development.
That dge was part of
of initiatives

T
a broad set

impacting the intemnation-
econom trade

of multilateralism and free
trade, China and Chile
should strengthen multilat-

eral and
Jointly safeguard the com-
rests of the Global

mon inte;
South,” Xi told Boric.

Ties with Br:

Also n auendance at the
China-CELAC was
Brazitian President Lz fn.

day for a five-day
wisit.

state

Chinese state media.

Washington considered
a Hong Kong company’s
operation of ports at both
ends of the interoceanic

Lula said his region did not
“want peat _history
s tarte e (;ald
adding: “Our o be
an asset to the mulu.l.aleral
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it ‘s on
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two countries _should
“strengt! ration™
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utator is Tooling fio a desl
by Hong Kong conglomer-
ate CK Hutchison to

43 ports in 23 countries —
mcluding its two on the Pa-
nama Canal — to a U.S-led
consortium.




Colombia joins Belt and Road initiative as China courts Latin America to counter U.S.

Agence France-Presse
BEIJING

Colombia formally agreed
on Wednesday to join Chi-
na’s vast Belt and Road in-
frastructure initiative, as
Beijing draws Latin Ameri-
ca closer in a bid to coun-
ter the United States.

Latin America has
emerged as a key battle-
ground in U.S. President
Donald Trump’s confron-
tations with China, and the
region is coming under
pressure from Washington
to choose a side.

China has surpassed the
U.S. as the biggest trading
partner of Brazil, Peru,
Chile and other Latin
American nations, and
two-thirds of countries
there have signed up to

c™M

Chinese leader Xi Jinping’s
Belt and Road infrastruc-
ture drive.

On the sidelines of a ma-
jor gathering of regional
leaders in Beijing on Wed-
nesday, Colombia became
the latest country to join
the global initiative.

Historic step

Colombia’s Foreign Minis-
try hailed the agreement as
a “historic step that opens
up new opportunities for
investment, technological
cooperation, and sustaina-
ble development for both
countries”.

And following a meeting
with Colombian President
Gustavo Petro, Mr. Xi
urged the countries to take
the opportunity of Colom-
bia formally joining the

“Belt and Road Initiative fa-
mily” to enhance their
cooperation.

Posting a video of the
signing to social media
platform X, Mr. Petro
wrote that “the history of
our foreign relations is
changing”.

“From now on, Colom-
bia will interact with the
entire world on a footing of
equality and freedom,” Mr.
Petro wrote.

The BRI is a central pil-
lar of Mr. Xi’s bid to expand
China’s economic and pol-
itical clout overseas.

For more than a decade,
it has provided investment
for infrastructure and oth-
er large-scale projects
around the world, offering
Beijing political and eco-
nomic leverage in return.

The BRI is a central pillar of President Xi Jinping’s bid to expand
China’s economic and political clout overseas. FILE PHOTO

Last year, Mr. Xi inaugu-
rated Latin America’s first
Beijing-funded port in
Chancay, Peru — a symbol
of the Asian superpower’s
growing influence on the
continent.

This week’s China-CE-
LAC Forum in Beijing has

seen China cast itself as the
defender of the multilater-
al order and the backer of
the Global South, with Xi
pledging on Monday $9.2
billion in credit towards
development.

That pledge was part of
a broad set of initiatives

aimed at deepening coop-
eration, including on in-
frastructure and clean
energy.

Beijing will also cooper-
ate in counterterrorism
and fighting transnational
organised crime, Mr. Xi
said, as well as enhancing
exchanges such as scholar-
ships and training
programmes.

During a meeting with
Chilean President Gabriel
Boric on Wednesday, Mr.
Xi said that the “resur-
gence of unilateralism and
protectionism is severely
impacting the internation-
al economic and trade
order”.

“As staunch defenders
of multilateralism and free
trade, China and Chile
should strengthen multilat-

eral coordination and
jointly safeguard the com-
mon interests of the Global
South,” Xi told Boric.

Ties with Brazil

Also in attendance at the
China-CELAC forum was
Brazilian President Luiz In-
acio Lula da Silva, who ar-
rived in Beijing on Satur-
day for a five-day state
visit.

Addressing delegates,
Lula said his region did not
“want to repeat history
and start a new Cold War”,
adding: “Our goal is to be
an asset to the multilateral
order for a global good”.

In talks with Lula on
Tuesday, Mr. Xi said the
two countries should
“strengthen cooperation”
and together “oppose un-

ilateralism”, according to
Chinese state media.

The U.S. and China have
faced off in Latin America,
including over the Panama
Canal, which Trump has
for months vowed to re-
claim from alleged Chinese
influence.

Washington considered
a Hong Kong company’s
operation of ports at both
ends of the interoceanic
waterway to be a threat to
its national security, but
Beijing has dismissed the
claims.

And China’s market reg-
ulator is looking into a deal
by Hong Kong conglomer-
ate CK Hutchison to offload
43 ports in 23 countries —
including its two on the Pa-
nama Canal — to a U.S.-led
consortium.
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1. Colombia Joins Belt and Road Initiative (BRI):

On Wednesday, Colombia formally agreed to join China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).

The BRI aims to expand China’'s economic and political influence through large-scale infrastructure

and investment projects worldwide.

Colombian President Gustavo Petro described the move as "changing the history of our foreign

relations".

Colombia will now interact with the world on a footing of equality and freedom.

2. Strategic Context:

The BRI is considered a central pillar of Chinese President Xi Jinping's foreign policy to enhance

global influence.
The initiative has already drawn many Latin American countries, including Brazil, Peru, and Chile.
China has surpassed the U.S. as the biggest trading partner of several Latin American nations.

The initiative is seen as part of China’s effort to counter U.S. influence in the region.



3. Significance for Colombia:

« The Colombian government called the decision a "historic step" that opens up hew opportunities for:
* |nvestment
» Technological cooperation

« Sustainable development

4. China’s Strategic Expansion in Latin America:

« Chinais actively engaging Latin American nations through investment and infrastructure projects.

* A major recent project is the Beijing-funded port in Chancay, Peru, symbolizing China’s influence in

the continent.
» Latin America as a Battleground:

* The region is becoming a geopolitical battleground between the U.S. and China, with countries

feeling pressure to align with either side.



5. Beijing's Broader Plan:

President Xi Jinping pledged $9.2 billion in credit for development in the region.

China aims to enhance cooperation in infrastructure, clean energy, counterterrorism, and fighting

transnational organized crime.

There is also a focus on scholarship exchanges and training programs.

6. Diplomatic Moves:

During the China-CELAC forum, attended by Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, Xi

promoted multilateralism and free trade.
Xi emphasized that unilateralism and protectionism harm international trade.
China's Market Regulation:

e China's regulator is scrutinizing a deal involving Hong Kong conglomerate CK Hutchison, which

may impact the Panama Canal ports.



FIRMS TO HIRE CANDIDATES THROUGH THE YEAR

Internship target
up nearly 6 times

® Intake this fiscal
pegged at 700,000
despite tepid FY25

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, May 14

THE GOVERNMENT IS mak-
ing its best efforts to salvage
the PM Internship Scheme
(PMIS) which has met with a
lukewarm response so far.The
ministry of corporate affairs
(MCA) has set a target of
700,000 for intern intake by
India Incin the current finan-
cial year. This is nearly six
times the goal for FY25,when
the pilot for the flagship
scheme was launched.

The ambition has been
scaled up even though not
even half of the 125,000
internship  opportunities
envisaged under the scheme
for FY25 might actually have
been created. To achieve the

JOB DETAILS
Round 1*

Internship
offers made

Number of
applications

received:

621,000 82,077

Candidates accepting offers

SR A AR EBEEEEan

SR Ees

&5 8,000

target in FY26, the MCA is
looking at various proposals,
including giving an option to
companies to hire candidates
throughout the year. Cur-
rently, companies can hire
interns in phases staggered
overayear,and onlywhen the
government tells them to.
The government’s optimism

by companies:

v 28,141

Candldates joining as interns

- Round 2*

Internship opportunities
| offered by companies

118,000

*Pilot project

{ targetedto

! provide 125,000
| internships in FY25

also stems from a large pool
of candidates who have
applied for the unique skil-
lling opportunity. Besides, the
scheme has been tweaked to
allow candidates to opt for
companies and units closerto
their domiciles.

Continued on Page 7



A SliCe Ot 1ITe In numbers

Tamnl Nadu About To
Overtake Pakistan’s GDP

In 2004-05, Pakistan was a $132 billion

economy. Tamil Nadu's GSDP was 37% of Maharashtra

Pakistan while Maharashtra was a little over 490
69%. Today, Pakistan's economy is 69% of

Maharashtra and at the level of Tamil Nadu

338
GDP/GSDP In $ Billion 329
//
132 | 'IIII _
92 .
48 |
| ! | 1 | | | | 1 | | | | | | | | ! | |
2004-05 2009-10 2014-15 2019-20 2023-24

Source: RBI, World Bank




Indore Declared India's First Beggar-Free City



Indore's Journey to Beggar-Free Status

-
-
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Indore Declared Beggar-Free

Ministry Initiative

Bhiksha Vriti Mukta Bharat

World Bank Recognition

Rehabilitation Efforts

SMILE Scheme



Journey to a Beggar-Free City

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
Rehabilitation Comprehensive World Bank Beggar-Free City
Efforts Rehabilitation Recognition




Begging in India: Legal and Social Aspects

— Uttar Pradesh

4131 — Bihar
—> Census 2011 — akh —
Beggars
—> Maharashtra
6.62 Lakh
> SECC2011 —— Rural |, Madhya
_ Households Pradesh
Begging —]
Constitutional Concurrent Entry 15, List
. —> —
Basis List 11
Criminalizes
Bomba)( Begging
Prevention
—> No Central Law —— . —
of Begging _
ACt, 1959 Defines

— Beggars
Broadly



SMILE Scheme Sub-schemes Comparison




Operation Keller



Operation Keller Sequence

Identify Shahid Execute
Kuttay Operation

The Indian Army The operation is
identifies Shahid e_\ carried out in
Kuttay as a key \ Shopian, Jammu &

figure. ﬁ Kashmir. ®
I
I
I
I
I
I

>0 PO >0

>0

Plan Operation Neutralize
Keller Shahid Kuttay
The army develops a Shahid Kuttay is
strategic plan to sucqessfully
neutralize Kuttay. neutralized by the

army.



Operation Keller: A Strategic
Counterterrorism Mission

13 May 2025

Initiation of Operation Keller

13 May 2025

Objectives: Neutralize TRF
terrorists and eliminate
Shahid Kuttay

13 May 2025

Coordination with I§&K Police
and CRPF



Here is the list of top-10 highest-paid athletes in the world by 2025:

Sport Nationality Earnings
1. Cristiano Ronaldo Football Portugal $260 million
2. Jon Rahm Golf Spain $218 million
3. Lionel Messi Football Argentine $135 million
4. LeBron James Basketball United States $128.2 million
5. Giannis Antetokounmpo Basketball Greece $111 million
6. Kylian Mbappé Football France $110 million
7. Neymar Football Brazil $108 million
8. Karim Benzema Football France $106 million
9. Stephen Curry Basketball United States $102 million
10. Lamar Jackson American United States $100.5 million

Football







Major Highlights

Investment: 3,706 crore total, 1,500 crore from Government incentives.

Plant Type: Assembly and packaging of display driver chips for devices like phones, laptops, cars,
and PCs.
Capacity: 20,000 wafers/month; 36 million units/month output.

Location: Near Jewar Airport, Yamuna Expressway Industrial Development Authority, Uttar
Pradesh.

» Jobs Expected: 2,000 direct jobs.

* Production Start: 2027.

Background & Context

» Foxconn’s Second Attempt: Earlier JV with Vedanta collapsed in 2023 due to lack of a viable tech
partner.

» The plant is a key part of the India Semiconductor Mission, launched in 2021 with an initial outlay of
$10 billion (%76,000 crore).

« India has already attracted $18 billion worth of investment in this space, with multiple facilities being
developed by Tata-PSMC, Micron, Kaynes, and CG Power-Renesas.

» The first made-in-India chips are expected to roll out later in 2025.



US and Saudi Arabia
Sign Historic $142 Billion
Arms Deal During
Trump’s Riyadh Visit



Why in the US and Saudi Arabia Sign Historic $142 Billion Arms Deal During Trump’s
news? Riyadh Visit
Key US President Donald Trump, Saudi Crown Prince MBS

Participants

Major Air-to-air missiles, warfighting systems, gas turbines

Components

Signed On May 13, 2025

Associated $3.3 billion missile sale approved earlier in May 2025
Sale

Total Deal $142 billion

Value

Manufacturer RTX Corp, Tucson, Arizona

Purpose Strengthen defence, regional security, US-Saudi ties

Trump’s Goal

Attract Gulf investments, reach $1 trillion commitment




Word of the day

Tranche:
a portion of something (especially money)

Synonyms: part, percentage, share

Usa g€: The second tranche of lottery funding
was released.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tranchepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /udj/, /udanf/, uanty, ey
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