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SC weighs SOP for urgent cases
affecting citizens’ life and liberty

Constitutional remedies must be accessible at all time, says petition in top court; Bench headed by CJI Kant says an SOP
could be put in place to reduce ‘response time’ in cases such as illegal detentions, demolition drives or other state actions

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday agreed

to consider framing
a Standard Operating Pro-
cedure (SOP) to allow citi-
zens to knock on the doors
of the courts any time, day
or night, in cases affecting
life and liberty, including
illegal detentions, immi-
nent demolition of homes,
deportations,  custodial
violence, or other state
actions.

Beyond court schedules
A three-judge Bench head-
ed by Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant was hearing a
petition filed by a top court
advocate, Maheravish
Rein, who said the courts
cannot afford to close es-
pecially against the back-
ground of credible reports
of late-night arrests, early-
moming demolition
drives, and deportation or
executive actions underta-
ken during weekends or
holidays.

“The absence of a struc-
tured and institutionalised

The Preparation of an SOP
absence should be undertaken
of astructured | by the Supreme Court
and institution- | on its administrative
alised mecha- rather than judicial side "
nism ensuring TUSHAR MEHTA
continuous RO Gl .
judicial Maybe the response
accessibility may from the court P~
resultin should come within |
irreversible an hour of an urgent >
consequences mention
MAHERAVISH REIN | SURYA KANT
Petitioner Chief Justice of India ‘

mechanism ensuring con-
tinuous judicial accessibili-
ty may result in irreversi-
ble consequences before
affected persons are able
to approach constitutional
courts... The protection of
liberty cannot remain de-
pendent upon the tempo-
ral boundaries of court
schedules. In a constitu-
tional democracy go-
verned by the rule of law,
the Constitution cannot
fall silent at night, nor can
the protection of liberty
await the morning bell of
the courts,” Ms. Rein sub-

mitted. Access to justice
cannot exist merely in the-
ory. Constitutional reme-
dies must be practically ac-
cessible at all times, she
said.

The Bench noted that an
SOP could be put in place
to reduce the “response
time” to urgent requests in
cases of life and liberty.
“Maybe the response from
the court should come
within an hour of such an
urgent mention,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant noted.

Solicitor-General Tush-
ar Mehta said the prepara-

tion of an SOP should be
undertaken by the top
court on its administrative
rather than judicial side.

In response to the law
officer, the Chief Justice
noted that High Courts did
not come within the admi-
nistrative ambit of the top
court in a federal set-up, in-
dicating that the petition
may have to be heard and
orders passed on the judi-
cial side.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
a part of the Bench, said
there was a difference in
approach in accessing jus-
tice during office hours
and after office hours. The
judge said a “graded ap-
proach” to access to justice
after court hours cannot
be interpreted as a denial
of justice.

Digital access

The judge pointed out that
courts never “close-up”
when there was digital ac-
cess to justice through e-fil-
ing. “A letter, an email or a
phone call would be
enough to activate the jus-
tice system,” Justice Bagchi
said.

Ms. Rein agreed with
Justice Bagchi that techno-
logical advancements, in-
cluding digital filing, elec-
tronic court records and
virtual hearing infrastruc-
ture had significantly en-
hanced the capacity of
courts to provide remote
access to justice.

“The present institu-
tional framework of courts
largely restricts access to
judicial remedies to desig-
nated court hours, work-
ing days and limited vaca-
tion benches. As a result,
individuals facing urgent
violations of liberty and
fundamental rights often
encounter significant prac-
tical difficulty in obtaining
immediate judicial protec-
tion during nights, wee-
kends, public holidays and
court recesses,” Ms. Rein
submitted.

“However, these techn-
ological capabilities have
not yet been integrated in-
to a uniform institutional
framework enabling emer-
gency judicial access for
urgent constitutional mat-
ters outside regular court
hours,” she submitted.



Supreme Court considers SOP for urgent cases affecting citizens' Life and Liberty
(July 2026)

This news is significant because the Supreme Court is examining whether citizens should be able to
approach constitutional courts 24x7 in emergencies, even outside normal court working hours. It has
not yet issued a final judgment; it has only agreed to examine the proposal and sought responses from
High Courts. (@ outlook india +2

At a Glance

Aspect Details

Court Supreme Court of India

Bench CJI Surya Kant, Justice Joymalya Bagchi & Justice V. Mohan

Issue Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for urgent constitutional matters
Petitioner Advocate Maheravish Rein

Constitutional Basis Article 21 (Right to Life & Personal Liberty), Articles 32 & 226

Status Notice issued to all High Courts; matter under consideration
Importance Could create a nationwide mechanism for emergency judicial access

after court hours. (%) Outlook India +1



Why was this petition filed?

The petitioner argued that violations of fundamental rights do not occur only during court hours.
Examples include:

e lllegal police detention

¢ Custodial violence

e Midnight arrests

e Early morning demolition drives

e Deportation orders

e Forced eviction

e Urgent threats to life

e Other emergency executive actions

Many such actions happen:

e at night

e on weekends

e during holidays

e during court vacations

By the time courts reopen, irreparable damage may already have occurred. (@ outiook india +1



Problem in the Present System

Currently,

¢ Courts have fixed working hours.

¢ Vacation benches are limited.

¢ No uniform emergency mechanism exists across India.

e« Emergency hearings often depend upon individual judges or administrative arrangements.

Therefore,

Constitutional remedies exist legally,
but immediate practical access is sometimes difficult during emergencies.

What does the petitioner want?

A nationwide SOP ensuring:

1. 24x7 access to Constitutional Courts

Citizens should be able to approach courts anytime.

2. Emergency Constitutional Benches

Special judges available during
e nights
¢ weekends
e public holidays
¢ vacations



3. Dedicated Duty Judges

Like hospitals have emergency doctors,

Courts should have emergency judges.

4. Digital Emergency Access

Allow urgent matters through
e E-mail
e Phone
e E-filing
e Video conferencing

without waiting for office hours.

5. Quick Decision

Urgent petitions should be examined immediately.



What is an SOP?
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)

It means:
A written set of uniform rules explaining

« who receives emergency requests
* how urgency is assessed

» who hears the case

* how fast the court responds

« digital filing procedures

« communication methods

What did Justice Joymalya Bagchi say?

Justice Bagchi observed:
There is a difference between
» access during normal court hours

* emergency access after court hours.

He noted:

+ Courts never completely "close."
» E-filing exists.
« Even an email, phone call or letter can bring an urgent matter to the court's notice.

However,

these facilities are not yet part of a uniform institutional emergency framework. @ s Legal <



What did Solicitor General Tushar Mehta argue?

The Solicitor General supported careful planning but said:

e determining true urgency is difficult;
e an SOP should preferably be framed administratively rather than through judicial directions.

He also cautioned against misuse, where litigants may seek midnight hearings for matters that are not
genuine emergencies. @ india Legal

Why can't the Supreme Court simply direct all High Courts?

India has an integrated but federal judicial structure.

High Courts are constitutional courts with administrative independence.

Therefore,

the Supreme Court cannot simply impose an administrative SOP on all High Courts.

That is why it issued notices to seek their views. @ india Legal



Article Provision Relevance
Article 21 Right to Life & Personal Liberty core rlght requiring immediate
protection
Right to move Supreme Court for
Article 32 enforcement of Fundamental Constitutional remedy
Rights
Article 226 High Courts' writ jurisdiction Wider powers for urgent relief
Article 14 Equality before law Equal access to justice
Article 39A Equal justice and free legal aid Supports accessible justice




Writ
Habeas Corpus
Mandamus

Certiorari

Prohibition

Quo Warranto

Purpose

Release from illegal detention

Direct public authority to perform duty
Quash illegal order

Prevent lower court from exceeding
jurisdiction

Challenge illegal occupation of public
office



Benefit

Faster justice

Better Article 21 protection
Uniformity

Digital access

Public confidence

Reduced arbitrariness

Explanation

Immediate response in emergencies

Life and liberty receive prompt judicial oversight
Same emergency process across courts

Email, e-filing and virtual hearings

Greater trust in the justice system

Standard procedure for urgent matters



Challenge Explanation

Non-urgent matters may be labelled

Misuse

urgent

Judges and staff required round the
Manpower

clock
Administrative burden Maintaining emergency benches
Cost Technology and staffing expenses

Defining urgency Need clear criteria



Country
United States
United Kingdom

Canada

Australia

India

Emergency Court Access

Emergency federal judges available for urgent matters
Duty judges available in exceptional cases

Emergency judicial relief available in limited situations

After-hours judicial procedures exist in some
jurisdictions

No uniform nationwide SOP yet; proposal under
consideration
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‘Gold standard’ India-U.K. trade
deal is coming into effect today
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‘Gold standard’ India-UK. trade
deal is coming into effect today

Commerce Secretary describes pact as one of the ‘most ambitious and aspirational free trade agreements’ signed by the

country; he adds that it will benefit farmers, fisherfolk; officials in UK. welcome deal and highlight its multi-sectoral impact

NEW DELHI

he India-U.K. Com-
T prehensive  Eco-

nomic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) and
Double Contribution Con-
vention (DCC) that will
come into force on Wed-
nesday are a “gold stan-
dard” and one of the “most
ambitious and aspirational
free trade agreements"
signed by India, Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal said on Tuesday.

He added that the deals
benefit India’s farmers,
fisherfolk, workers and
women  entrepreneurs.
The India-UK. CETA and
the DCC were signed in July
last year.

“This is one of the first
free trade agreements
(FTAs) of its kind, which es-
tablishes a future-oriented
economic architecture bet-
ween two major econo-
mies of the world,” Mr.
Agrawal said at a press
briefing. “This is also one
of the most ambitious and
aspirational FTAs of India,
which we are operationa-
lising as till date.”

“It is a gold standard
and the first of its kind be-

Terms of trade

The India-U.K. Comprehensive Ecanomic and Trade
Agreement (CETA) and Double Contribution Convention (DCC)
are set to come into force on Wednesday

® Undar the CETA, the U.X will
immediately eliminate taritfs on

96.8% of its tariff lines, accounting for

97.7% of the trade vblue

= India has protected
sensitive sectors
such as dairy, cereals,
pulses, vegotables,

® |ndia will immediately eliminate
tariffs on 30.3% of the trade value,

)

with 47% more seeing tariffs
eliminated in a phased manner

# The DCC will exempt Indian
workers and their employers
from paying social security
contributions in the

UK. for S years if
contributions are

belng made in India

cause of its wide sectoral
coverage and deep reduc-
tion in both tariff and non
tariff barriers,” he added.

Under the deal, the UK.
will immediately eliminate
tariffs on 96.8% of its tariff
lines, accounting for 97.7%
of the trade value. An addi-
tional 2% of tariff lines,
amounting to 1.8% of trade
value, will see reduced ta-
riffs based on quotas. In to-
tal, this covers 98.8% of ta-
riff lines and 99.5% of trade
value.

gold and jeweliery,
smartphones, and
critical polymers

India, on the other
hand, will immediately
eliminate tariffs on 30.3%
of the trade value, with
47% more seeing tariffs
eliminated in a phased
manner. It will also provide
reduced quota-based ta-
riffs on 12.1% of the trade
value. In total, this would
cover 89.5% of tariff lines
and 89.4% of trade value,

Officials in the U.K. have
also welcomed the deal,
highlighting a multi-secto-
ral impact. “For the City of

London, the agreement
provides a strong platform
to unlock even greater col-
laboration in financial and
professional services, insu-
rance, fintech, sustainable
finance and infrastructure
investment,” Chris Hay-
ward, Policy Chairman of
the City of London Corpo-
ration, told The Hindu.

“As India continues its
remarkable economic
growth story, London
stands ready to support
the mobilisation of global
capital and expertise need-
ed to help deliver those
goals,” he added.

Mr. Agrawal said that
the 30 chapters across
which negotiations have ta-
ken place under this pact
extend beyond conven-
tional tariff liberalisation to
cover digital trade, govern-
ment procurement, SMEs,
innovation, labour, envi-
ronment, and gender.

He added that the deal
addresses non-tariff bar-
riers as well, so that issues
like Sanitary and Phytosan-
itary Measures (SPS) and
Technical Barriers to Trade
(TBT) “do not become un-
Justified trade restrictions
for our businesses in the
future”,

He further explained
that the deal protects In-
dia’s sensitive sectors such
as dairy, cereals, pulses,
vegetables, gold and jewel-
lery, smartphones, and
critical polymers.

‘Game changer’

On the DCC, he said that
the agreement was a
“game changer” for India's
services sector and skilled
workforce. “Indian em-
ployees and their em-
ployers contribute around
25% of their salary to the
U.K’s national insurance
system,” he said. “Their
contribution is like a tax of
25% as employees are un-
able to draw benefits.
These are like sunk costs.”

He said that the DCC will
ensure that workers will
not need to pay double
contributions towards
their social security. That
is, if they are paying social
security in India, then they
will not have to pay it in the
U.K. as well for a period of
five years.

According to Mr. Agra-
wal, this will benefit over
75,000 Indian workers and
over 900 employers.

(With inputs from Sriram
Lakshman in London)




Particular

Details

Agreement

India—U.K. Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA)

Additional Agreement

Double Contribution Convention (DCC)

Effective Date

16 July 2026

Type

Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

Negotiated Between

India & United Kingdom

Signed

July 2025

Objective

Trade liberalisation, investment, services, labour mobility, digital trade




Background

After Brexit, the U.K. sought independent trade agreements outside the European Union.
For India,

« U.K.is among India's largest trading partners.

« |mportant destination for Indian IT professionals.
* Major investor in India.

« Gateway to European financial markets.

Hence both countries negotiated a modern FTA.

What is a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)?

A Free Trade Agreement is an agreement where countries reduce or eliminate:

« Customs duties
o Tariffs

» Non-tariff barriers
e |Import restrictions

to increase bilateral trade and investment.

Components of this Agreement
Agreement Purpose

CETA Goods, Services, Investment, Digital Trade

DCC Prevent double social security contributions



Major Features of CETA

1. Massive Tariff Reduction by the U.K.
The U.K. will:

« Eliminate tariffs on 96.8% of tariff lines immediately.
« This covers 97.7% of India's export value.
« An additional 2% tariff lines will see phased tariff reductions.
* Overall coverage:
» 98.8% tariff lines
* 99.5% trade value

Benefit

Indian exporters gain nearly duty-free access to the U.K. market.

2. India's Tariff Commitments

India will:

« Eliminate tariffs immediately on 30.3% of trade value.
* Another 47% will have tariffs reduced gradually.
* Reduced quota-based tariffs on 12.1% of trade value.

e Overall:
Coverage Percentage
Tariff lines covered 89.5%
Trade value covered 89.4%

India has taken a more gradual approach to protect domestic industry.



Sensitive Sectors Protected by India

India has excluded or protected several sensitive sectors from full tariff liberalisation.

Protected Sector Reason

Dairy Farmer protection
Cereals Food security

Pulses Farmer welfare
Vegetables Agriculture

Gold & Jewellery Domestic industry
Smartphones Manufacturing protection
Critical Polymers Strategic manufacturing

Non-Tariff Barriers Addressed

The agreement also aims to reduce regulatory barriers, including:
e SPS (Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures)
e TBT (Technical Barriers to Trade)
o Certification standards
e Customs procedures
e Regulatory transparency

This should make exports smoother and reduce hidden trade costs.



Sector Coverage
Digital Trade

Government Procurement
MSMEs

Innovation

Labour

Environment

Gender Inclusion
Sustainable Finance
FinTech

Professional Services

LLLLLLLLLK S

Infrastructure Investment



Double Contribution Convention (DCC)

Problem Earlier

Indian professionals working temporarily in the U.K. had to:

e Pay social security in India, and
e Pay National Insurance (social security) in the U.K.,

even if they could not claim U.K. benefits due to short stays.

This effectively increased employment costs.

What changes now?
Under the DCC:

e Indian workers sent temporarily to the U.K. who continue contributing to India's social security system
will be exempt from paying U.K. social security contributions for up to five years, subject to the
agreement's conditions.

Expected Beneficiaries

e QOver 75,000 Indian workers
e More than 900 employers



Area Benefit

Exports Higher exports to the U.K.
Employment More jobs in export industries
MSMEs Better market access

Services Easier mobility for professionals

IT Sector Reduced operating costs through DCC
Investment Increased U.K. investment in India
Technology Greater collaboration

Expanded export opportunities for agricultural

Farmers
products

Women Entrepreneurs Better access to international markets



Benefits for the U.K.

e Better access to India's growing consumer market.

e Opportunities in:

Financial services
Insurance
Education
Infrastructure
Sustainable finance
Green technology

¢ Stronger investment environment.

India-U.K. Trade Snapshot

Indicator

Bilateral Trade

Target (Long Term)

Major Indian Exports

Major U.K. Exports

Value (Approx.)

~US$60 billion

Double bilateral trade over the coming years

Textiles, pharmaceuticals, gems & jewellery, engineering goods, IT

services

Machinery, automobiles, beverages, financial services, education,

technology



Agreement

Goods
Services
Digital Trade
Labour
Gender
Environment

Double Social
Security Relief

India—U.K. CETA

L LLALSK <L

India—UAE CEPA

v
v
Limited
Limited
No
Limited

No

India—Australia
ECTA

v
v
Limited
Limited
No
Limited

No




Agreement

India—UAE CEPA
India—Australia ECTA
India—EFTA TEPA
India—Mauritius CECPA
India—ASEAN FTA
India—Japan CEPA
India—South Korea CEPA
India—Sri Lanka FTA

Year

2022
2022
2024
2021
2010
2011
2010
2000
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India’s imports from
China soar to $80 bn
in first half of 2026

Two-way bilateral trade was up to $91.72 bn after six months, a 23.6% rise

from last year, on track to surpass record S155.62 bn figure from 2025

Ananth Krishnan

China rose 21.8% in
the first half of 2026 to
a record $79.41 billion, ac-
cording to dista released by
China’s General Adminis-
ration of Customs on

lndia's imports  from

Two-way bilateral trade
was up to $91.72 billion af-
ter six months, a 23.6% rise
from last year, and on track
to surpass the record
$155.62 billion trade figure
from 2025, when China
was again India's biggest
trade partner in goods,

While the trade deficit
reached $67.1 billion after
the first half of the year —
also on track to exceed last
year's record $116.12 billion
figure — India’s exports to
China have also registered
strong growth, up by 37.2%
to $12.31 billion.

Trade deficit

India's official data on
Monday showed the over
all trade deficit in the
month of June 2026 rose
over fourfold year-on-year
w $153 billion in June
2026, on the back of high
growth in merchandise im-
ports and a rise in the va-
Tue of crude oll, electronics
and gold imports.

Indian officials are less
concerned by the quantum
of the trade deficit with
China than by the nature of
the basket of goods. India
imports not only large
quantities of finished eec
tronics and other equip-

Chinesa checkars: India is less concemed by the quantum of trade
deficit with China than by the nature of the basket of goods. REUTERS

Obviously, we would like
to be able to export
more to China Thisis
nothing unreasonable
about suggesting that

VIKRAM DORAISWAMI,
Indu's Ambassados 1o Chisa

ment from China, but also
intermediates  that are
needed for Indian manu-
facturing and fuel India's
own exports. A particular
concern is the nature of In-
dia's exports to China,
which in the past have
been dominated by low vi-
lue-added products such
as organic chemicals, ores
and seafood.

Earlier this month, In-
dia’s Ambassador to China
Vikram Doralswami
pitched for greater Indian
exports to China, especial-
ly in areas where India is
globally competitive such
as pharmaceuticals. “Ob-
viously, we would like to be

able to export more to Chi-
na. This is nothing unrea-
sonable about suggesting
that,” he said, speaking at
the World Peace Forum, an
annual foreign policy fo-
rum in Beijing.

“How do we find ways In
which India and China can
be connected, with a wi-
dening basket of goods that
both sides can provide
each other, but also a sense
that reasonable mechan-
isms to protect consumers
can be applied in a way
that enables India also to
export more of the goods
that It can export elsewh-
ere in the world also to Chi-
na?” he said, “In other
words, it would be easier
to consider that the trade
wouldn't be exactly 50-50
balanced, but one side
would have more expaorts,
provided that exports con-
sist of goods that we can al-
so add value. If it is pure
consumption goods, that
becomes a little harder to
sell as a reasonable me-
chanism for the deficit,”




Particular

Period

India's Imports from China
Growth in Imports

India's Exports to China
Export Growth

Total Bilateral Trade

Growth in Total Trade

Trade Deficit (H1 2026)
Previous Record Trade (2025)

China's Position

Details
January—June 2026 (H1 2026)
US$79.41 billion

21.8% YoY
US$12.31 billion
37.2% YoY
US$91.72 billion
23.6% YoY
US$67.1 billion

US$155.62 billion

India's largest trading partner




Indicator Value (USS Billion)

Imports from China 79.41
Exports to China 12.31
Total Trade 91.72

Trade Deficit 67.10



Year Total Trade (Approx.)

2023 ~136
2024 ~140
2025 155.62 (Record)

H1 2026 91.72



Why Have Imports Increased So Much?

India imports many products that are essential for manufacturing rather than direct consumption.

Major Imports from China

Category Importance

Electronics Mobile phones, laptops, consumer electronics
Semiconductor components Electronics manufacturing

Machinery Industrial production

Electrical equipment Power and infrastructure

Solar cells & modules Renewable energy

Chemicals Pharmaceutical and industrial inputs

APls (Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients) Drug manufacturing

Auto components Automobile industry

Industrial raw materials Manufacturing sector



Intermediate Good
Semiconductor chips
Steel

APIs

Electronic circuits

Plastic granules

Final Product
Smartphones
Automobiles
Medicines
Computers

Consumer goods



India's Exports to China

Although smaller than imports, exports grew significantly.

Export Growth

e 37.2% increase
e Reached US$12.31 billion

Major Exports

Product Value Addition
Organic chemicals Medium

Iron ore Low

Ores & minerals Low

Seafood Low

Agricultural products Medium



India's Official Position

The Government is less concerned about the size of the trade deficit than about what India imports
and exports.

Why?
Many imports from China are:

e Machinery

¢ Industrial equipment
¢ Components

* Manufacturing inputs

These help Indian industries produce goods domestically and for export.

Challenges

Challenge Explanation

Heavy dependence Critical sectors rely on Chinese imports.
Supply chain risks Disruptions can affect manufacturing.
Large trade deficit Persistent imbalance in bilateral trade.
Low value-added exports India's exports earn relatively less value.

Limited market access Some Indian products face barriers in China.



Inaugural Index of Services
Production shows 14 sectors
grew in double digits in April

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

As many as 14 of the 19 sub-
sectors in the trial and in-
augural release of the go-
vernment’s new Index of
Services Production (ISP)
witnessed  double-digit
growth in April 2026, with
the best-performing sec-
tors including accommo-
dation and food, retail
trade, administrative and
support services, and real
estate.

The 19 sub-sectors mea-
sured account for about
60% of India’s services
sector.

The ISP is meant to be
the services sector coun-
terpart to the Index of In-
dustrial Production (IIP).
While the IIP is released on
the 28th of every month
unless it is a weekend or
holiday, the ISP will be re-

Accommodation and food was
among best perforning sectors.

leased on the 29th
henceforth.

“The ISP represents an
important milestone in
strengthening India’s sta-
tistical system and improv-
ing the measurement of
the services sector, which
accounts for more than
half of the country’s eco-
nomic activity,” the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-

gramme Implementation
said in a release.

While the inaugural re-
lease does not provide a
composite growth rate for
the entire index, this
growth rate can be calcu-
lated using the sector-wise
growth rates and weightag-
es, said D.K. Srivastava,
chief policy advisor at EY
India.

“Considering the year-
on-year growth in April
2026 over that in April
2025, the 19-services sector
growth is at 20.8%,” Mr.
Srivastava said.

The base year of the trial
ISPs has been set as 2024-
25, and the index sources
its data from several areas,
including administrative
data, Goods and Services
Tax data, and the Annual
Survey of Incorporated
Services Sector Enterpris-
es (ASISSE) data.

o Fastest, slowest growing sub-sectors

@ April growth

Accommodation
and food

Retalil
trade

Administrative,
support services

Information and
broadcasting

Railway
transport
Air
transport

NOTE: DATA IS FORTOP, BOTTOM 3 SUB-SECTORS AS PER YOY GROWTH IN APRIL

® FY26 average growth (in %)

31.2
35.6

25
L 9.4
04

2.5
-13.9
44

SOURCE: MOSPI




Particular

Index
Released By

First Release
Reference Month

Base Year (Trial Series)
Number of Sub-sectors

Coverage
Best Performing Sectors

Release Frequency

Details
Index of Services Production (ISP)

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI)

July 2026

April 2026

2024-25 =100

19

Around 60% of India's services sector

Accommodation & Food Services, Retail Trade,
Administrative & Support Services, Real Estate

Monthly (around the 29th of every month)



What is the Index of Services Production (ISP)?

The Index of Services Production (ISP) is a monthly indicator that measures changes in the output
(production) of major service sector activities over time.

Purpose

e Track monthly growth of services.

e Complement the Index of Industrial Production (lIP).

e Improve national income estimation.

e Provide timely data for policymakers, RBI, investors, and businesses.

Why Was the ISP Introduced?

Until now, India had:

e |IP for industry.
e Agricultural production estimates.
e GDP estimates released quarterly.

However, there was no high-frequency monthly indicator for services, despite the sector contributing
over half of India's GDP.

The ISP fills this statistical gap.



Indicator Approximate Share

Share in India's GDP ~55-57%

Share in Employment ~30—-35%

More than 40% (including IT and

Share in Exports . .
business services)

IT, BPO, Financial Services,

Global Competitiveness .
P Healthcare, Tourism



Coverage of the ISP

The trial ISP covers 19 service sub-sectors, representing about 60% of the services sector.

Examples include:

Major Service Sector Included
Accommodation & Food Services v
Retail Trade v
Wholesale Trade v
Real Estate Activities v
Administrative & Support Services v
Transportation & Storage Vv
Information & Communication v

Professional Services

<

<

Financial Services (selected activities)



Key Findings (April 2026)

Indicator Result

Total Sub-sectors 19

Double-Digit Growth 14

Top Performers Accommodation & Food, Retail Trade, Administrative & Support

Services, Real Estate

This indicates broad-based expansion across most measured service activities.

Why Did Services Grow Strongly?

Several factors likely contributed:

e Strong domestic consumption.

¢ Rising tourism and hospitality demand.

¢ Increased business activity.

e Recovery in real estate.

e Growth in retail spending.

e Expansion in logistics and support services.



Feature

Full Form

WIEENIEES

Sector Covered

Released By

Frequency

Importance

ISP

Index of Services Production
Output of service activities
Services

MoSPI

Monthly

Services performance

[P

Index of Industrial Production
Output of industrial activities
Mining, Manufacturing, Electricity
MoSPI

Monthly

Industrial performance




Indicator
GDP

1P

CPI

WPI

ISP

Measures

Overall economy

InC

Inf

ustrial output

ation

Wholesale inflation

Services production

Frequency
Quarterly
Monthly

Monthly
Monthly
Monthly
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NASA astronaut Anil Menon embarks on
8-month stint to International Space Station

Press Trust of India
WASHINGTON

NASA astronaut Anil Me-
non and two Russian cos-
monauts on Tuesday lifted
off onboard a Soyuz MS-29
spacecraft from Kazakh-
stan on an eight-month
mission to the Internation-
al Space Station.

The Roscosmos space-
craft carrying Mr. Menon
and Russian cosmonauts
Pyotr Dubrov and Anna Ki-
kina lifted off from the Bai-
konur cosmodrome.

After a two-orbit, three-
hour trip to the station, the
spacecraft will automati-

N

A Soyuz 2.1a booster rocket with the Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft blasts
off to the ISS from Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. AFp

cally dock to the Prichal
module. This marks Mr.
Menon’s first spaceflight

according to NASA.

Once aboard, the trio
will join NASA astronauts
and the second flight for Jessica Meir, Jack Hatha-
the Russian cosmonauts, way, and Chris Williams,

P SN |

European Space Agency
astronaut Sophie Adenot,
and Roscosmos cosmo-
nauts Sergey Kud-Sverch-
kov, Sergei Mikaev, and An-
drey Fedyaev.

Mr. Menon, Mr. Dubrov
and Ms. Kikina's mission
will last about eight
months, and they are sche-
duled to return to Earth in
April 2027.

Mr. Menon’s father, K.P.
Shankaran Menon, hails
from Ottapalam in Kerala’s
Palakkad district.

He is the great-grandson
of former Indian National
Congress chief Sir C. San-
karan Nair.

o . A




Particular Details

Astronaut Anil Menon

Agency NASA (USA)

Origin Indian-origin American astronaut

Mission Expedition to the International Space Station (ISS)
Spacecraft Soyuz MS-29

Launch Vehicle

Soyuz-2.1a Rocket

Launch Site

Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan

Mission Duration

Approximately 8 months

Expected Return

April 2027

First Spaceflight

Yes




Crew Members

Launch Crew

Name Country Agency
Anil Menon USA NASA
Pyotr Dubrov Russia Roscosmos
Anna Kikina Russia Roscosmos

Other Astronauts on the ISS

The new crew will join astronauts already aboard the ISS.

Astronaut Agency

Jessica Meir NASA

Jack Hathaway NASA

Chris Williams NASA

Sophie Adenot European Space Agency (ESA)
Sergey Kud-Sverchkov Roscosmos

Sergei Mikaev Roscosmos

Andrey Fedyaev Roscosmos

Mission Timeline

Stage Details

Launch Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan
Spacecraft Soyuz MS-29

Travel Time About 3 hours after a two-orbit rendezvous
Docking Prichal Module of ISS

Stay Around 8 months

Return April 2027

Objectives of the Mission

During their stay aboard the ISS, the astronauts will:

Conduct scientific experiments.

Perform biomedical research.

Study the effects of long-duration spaceflight on humans.
Test new technologies for future Moon and Mars missions.
Maintain and upgrade ISS systems.

Participate in educational outreach.



Feature

Orbit

Altitude
Speed
Orbital Period
Ownership

Permanently Occupied Since

Details

Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
~400 km

~28,000 km/h

~90 minutes
International partnership

November 2000



Countries Participating in the ISS

Country/Agency Contribution
United States NASA

Russia Roscosmos
Europe ESA

Japan JAXA
Canada CSA

What is the Soyuz Spacecraft?

The Soyuz is Russia's crewed spacecraft and has been one of the world's most reliable human spaceflight
systems.

Features

e Carries 3 astronauts/cosmonauts.
¢ Used for:

e Crew transport

« Emergency evacuation

« ISS rotation missions
e Developed by Roscosmos.



Astronaut Agency Achievement

Kalpana Chawla NASA :Lras’zgvoman of Indian origin in
Sunita Williams NASA Multiple long-duration ISS missions
Raja Chari NASA Commander of Crew-3 mission
Anil Menon NASA First spaceflight aboard Soyuz MS-

29




Feature

NASA

ISRO

Space Station

ISS partner

No operational space station
yet

Human Spaceflight

Since 1961 (Mercury
programme onward)

Gaganyaan under development

Moon Programme

Artemis

Future lunar ambitions

Mars Human Mission

Planned

Long-term vision
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Word of the day

Gaffer

An elderly man, a person who exercises control
over workers

Synonyms: boss, supervisor

Usa €. We need to ask the gaffer if we can
leave early today.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/gaffer

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /geefa/
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