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“Never tell the truth to people who are not worthy of it.”

— Mark Twain
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Inflation continues to cool as
food prices, crude rates dip
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Inflation continues to cool as
food prices, crude rates dip

Retail inflation at a 77-month low of 2.1% in June as food inflation falls for the eighth consecutive month; wholesale inflation
eases after 20 months aided by drop in crude oil prices; food inflation likely to remain contained going forward, says expert

NEW DELHI

nflation continued to

cool in June with retail

inflation coming in at
a 77-month low of 2.1% and
wholesale inflation regis-
tering a contraction after
20 months. In both cases,
easing food prices were a
major driver of falling infla-
tion, while the drop in
crude oil prices further
pushed wholesale inflation
down.

According to the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) for
June released by the Minis-
try of Statistics and Pro-
gramme Implementation
on Monday, the last time
the growth in the index
was lower was in January
2019.

The -0.13% reading in
the Wholesale Price Index

Downward trend

Retall inflation eased to 2.1% in June, down from 2,82% in May.
This is also the lowest year-on-year inflation since January 2019

CPH{%)

o
June July Aug. Sep. Oct, Nov, Dec. Jan, Feb. Mar, April May June

2024

| 2025 ]

(WPI), released by the Mi-
nistry of Commerce and
Industry, was last lower in
October 2023.

Within the CPI, the food
and beverages category
was the only main one to
have seen a contraction, of
0.2%, in June. This is com-

pared with inflation of
8.4% in June 2024. This is
the eighth consecutive
month of easing food
inflation.

Looking ahead
“In the food basket, there
was deflation in key items

such as vegetables, pulses,
spices, and meat,” Rajani
Sinha, Chief Economist at
CareEdge Ratings, said.

“Looking ahead, food
inflation is likely to remain
contained, supported by
healthy agricultural activi-
ty and a favourable base,”
Ms. Sinha said.

In the fuel and light ca-
tegory of the CPI, inflation
eased to a three-month low
of 2.55% in June, down
from 2.8% in May. What
further emphasises the
slow growth in retail fuel
prices is that the relatively
low inflation rate in June
came on the back of an
even lower base of -3.6% in
June 2024,

While inflation in the
paan, tobacco, and intoxi-
cants category remained
flat at 2.4%, inflation in the
housing segment inched

up to 3.24% in June from
3.16% the previous month.

Dropping crude rates

In the WPI, the food arti-
cles category saw prices
contract by 3.75% in June
2025, down from 11.1% in-
flation in June last year.
The overall food group in
the WPI, which looks at
food in the primary articles
category as well as in the
manufactured products ca-
tegory, contracted 0.3% in
June.

The other category that
witnessed a significant eas-
ing in wholesale prices was
the crude petroleum and
natural gas category. Prices
contracted 12.3% in June,
the 10th consecutive
month of contractions, of
which the last three have
been double-digit
contractions.




» Retail Inflation (CPI) cooled to 2.1% in June 2025 — 77-month low (lowest since January 2019).

 Wholesale Inflation (WPI) registered a -0.13% contraction, ending a 20-month period of continuous

increase.

 Food & Fuel Price Impact:

» Food prices (especially vegetables, pulses, spices, and meat) saw sustained easing for the 8th

consecutive month.
* Crude oil prices fell sharply:
e Petroleum & natural gas prices contracted 12.3% (10th straight month of decline).

» Food articles in WPI fell by 3.75%, compared to 11.1% inflation last year.



Category June 2025 CPI Trend

Food and Beverages Contracted by 0.2%
Fuel and Light Inflation at 2.55%
Housing Slight rise to 3.24%
Pan, Tobacco, Intoxicants Inflation stable at 4.2%
i Expert Insights:

* Rajani Sinha (CareEdge Ratings):
* Food inflation will likely remain contained due to:
» Favorable base effect

e Healthy agricultural activity



< Types of Inflation

Type Description

Demand-Pull Caused by excess demand in the economy.

Cost-Push Caused by rising input costs (e.g., oil, wages).

Built-in Wage-price spiral due to inflation expectations.
Creeping Mild and gradual rise in prices (1-3% annually).
Galloping Very high inflation (double or triple digits).
Hyperinflation Extremely rapid price increases (e.g., Zimbabwe 2008).
Deflation Persistent fall in prices, opposite of inflation.
Disinflation Slowdown in the rate of inflation.

Stagflation Inflation with stagnant growth and high unemployment (e.g., 1970s USA).



~/ Key Indices Used

Index

CPI (Combined)

WPI

CPI-AL/RL

CPI-IW

Full Form

Consumer Price Index

Wholesale Price Index

Agricultural/Rural

Labour

Industrial Workers

Published By

NSO/MoSPI

Office of Economic
Adviser (DPIIT)

Labour Bureau

Labour Bureau

Base Year

2012

2011-12

1986-87

2016

Use

Measures retail inflation

Measures wholesale

inflation

Used for wage indexation

Used for DA calculations



= Constitutional & Legal Provisions

Provision Details
Essential Commodities Act, 1955 Controls prices of essential goods
Price Stabilization Fund (2014) Used to control price volatility in perishables

RBI Act, 1934 (Amendment 2016) Monetary Policy Committee set up to target inflation
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New Governors for Haryana
Goa; Ladakh gets new L-G

Kavinder Gupta appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Ladakh; Ashok Gajapathi Raju is the new

Governor of Goa, and Ashim Kumar Ghosh to take charge as the Governor of Haryana

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ormer Deputy Chief

Minister of Jammu

and Kashmir Kavin-
der Gupta was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor  of
Ladakh on Monday, replac-
ing B.D Mishra, a commu-
nication by the President’s
Secretariat said. The Presi-
dent has accepted the re-
signation of Brigadier Mis-
hra (retd), the statement
said.

Former Civil Aviation
Minister Pusapati Ashok
Gajapathi Raju was ap-
pointed Governor of Goa
and a senior Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) leader
from West Bengal, Ashim
Kumar Ghosh, was ap-
pointed Governor of
Haryana.

The appointments will
take effect from the dates
they will assume charge,
the statement said.

Brigadier Mishra (87)
was appointed to the post
on February 12, 2023 on re-
moval of R.K Mathur, a re-
tired bureaucrat.

'b..

Ly .

%

(From left) Kavinder Gupta, Ashim Kumar Ghosh and Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju appointed as
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh, Governor of Haryana and Governor of Goa respectively, on Monday. ANi

Mr. Gupta belongs to
Jammu and he served as
the Mayor of Jammu for
three consecutive terms
from 2005 to 2010. He is al-
so a national executive
member of the BJP.

The fresh appointment
of Mr. Gupta comes in the
wake of a fresh agitation
call given by the Ladkh ci-
vil society groups on de-
mands for statehood and
constitutional safeguards.

After the special status
of Jammu and Kashmir un-
der Article 370 was read
down by Parliament on Au-
gust 5, 2019, civil society
groups in Ladakh erupted
in protests, demanding

protection of land, re-
sources and employment.

Mr. Raju, a senior Telu-
gu Desam Party (TDP)
leader from Andhra Pra-
desh, will succeed P.S
Sreedharan Pillai as the
Goa Governor. Mr. Pillai
was sworn in as the Gover-
nor of Goa on July 15, 2021.

Mr. Raju (74) served as
the Civil Aviation Minister
between May 27, 2014 and
March 10, 2018 under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

Mr. Ghosh, who headed
the party’s West Bengal un-
it between 1999 and 2002,
will succeed Bandaru Dat-
tatreya as Haryana Gover-

nor. A former Labour and
Employment Minister, Mr.
Dattatreya assumed charge
as Governor of Haryana on
July 15, 2021,

Mr. Ghosh was born in
1944 in Howrah, West Ben-
gal. He joined the BJP in
1991 and was a long-time
member of the State Intel-
lectual Cell.

In 1996, Mr. Ghosh be-
came the State Secretary of
the BJP and in 1998, he was
appointed State vice-presi-
dent. From 1999 to 2002,
he served as the State pre-
sident of West Bengal BJP.
He was a member of the
BJP National Executive
from 2004 to 2006.



Topic Details

Constitutional Provision Part VI (Articles 153 to 167) of the Indian Constitution

Position Constitutional Head of a State (like the President at the Union level)
Appointment Appointed by the President of India under Article 155

Term 5 years (But holds office at the pleasure of the President) — Article 156
Oath Administered by the Chief Justice of the High Court of the state
Eligibility - Indian citizen

- At least 35 years old
- Not a member of Parliament or State Legislature

- Not holding any office of profit

Executive Powers - Appoints CM, Council of Ministers, Advocate General, State Election
Commissioner
- Oversees state administration

- Can recommend President’s Rule (Art. 356)



Legislative Powers

Judicial Powers

Financial Powers

Discretionary Powers

Removal

Dual Role

- Summons and dissolves state legislature
- Gives assent to Bills

- Can reserve bills for President

- Appoints judges of district courts (in consultation with HC)

- Grants pardons, reprieves under Article 161

- Ensures budget is laid before legislature

- Money bills require Governor's prior recommendation

- Appointing CM when no clear majority
- Reserving bills for the President

- Sending a report to the President under Article 356

- No impeachment process like President

- Can be removed by President anytime

- Constitutional Head of state

- Agent of the Centre



Fact

First Governor under Constitution

First woman Governor

Can one person be Governor of two states?

Recent reforms suggested

Details

Chandulal Madhavlal Trivedi, Governor of Punjab (1947)

Sarojini Naidu - United Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh)

Yes, as per 7th Constitutional Amendment Act (1956)

Sarkaria Commission, Punchhi Commission recommended

curbing excessive central interference




Key Appointments:

Name

Kavinder Gupta

Ashok Gajapathi Raju

Ashim Kumar Ghosh

New Role

Lieutenant-Governor of Ladakh

Governor of Goa

Governor of Haryana

Replacing

Brigadier B.D. Mishra (Retd.)

P.S. Sreedharan Pillai

Bandaru Dattatreya




B Kavinder Gupta:

* Former Deputy CM of Jammu and Kashmir
« Served as Mayor of Jammu (2005-2010) for three terms.
» BJP National Executive Member.

« Comes amid Ladakhi civil society groups demanding statehood and safeguards post-Article 370

abrogation.
B Ashok Gajapathi Raju:
« Former Civil Aviation Minister (2014-2018)
» Senior leader of Telugu Desam Party (TDP) from Andhra Pradesh

¢ Will succeed P.S. Sreedharan Pillai as Goa Governor.

B Ashim Kumar Ghosh:

» Senior BJP leader from West Bengal
« Joined BJP in 1991, served as State President and Vice-President of WB BJP.
« Former member of BJP National Executive (2000-2006)

* Will replace Bandaru Dattatreya.



Governors and Lt.
Governors are
appointed by the

President of India
under Article 155
and Article 239 (for
UTs like Ladakh).

These appointments
are executive
functions and are
non-political in role
but often filled by
experienced
politicians.
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After 18 days on ISS, Shukla
begins return trip to earth

The Dragon spacecraft carrying the four crew members is expected to splash down off the

California coast around 3 p.m. today; Shukla will undergo a rehabilitation programme for a week

Hemanth C.S,
BENGALURU

fter spending 18

days on the Inter-

national Space Sta-
tion (ISS), Indian astronaut
Group Captain Shubhan-
shu Shukla and his Axiom
Mission 4 (Ax-4) crew
members departed from
the orbiting laboratory on
Monday aboard the Spa-
ceX Dragon.

The return journey to
earth commenced at 4.45
p.m. as the Dragon autono-
mously undocked from the
forward-facing port of the
ISS's Harmony module.

The journey would take
about 22.5 hours. The Dra-
gon is expected to splash
down in the Pacific Ocean
off the California coast ap-
proximately at 3 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Group Captain Shukla is
the pilot for the Ax-4 mis-
sion. The other crew mem-
bers are Commander Peg-
gy Whitson of the US.,
Mission Specialist Slawosz
Uznanski-Wisniewski  of
Poland, and Mission Spe-
cialist Tibor Kapu of Hun-
gary. “After approximately
433 hours, 18 days, and 288
orbits around earth cover-
ing nearly 7.6 million miles

._q. "<

Yeam work: Shubhanshu Shukla with other crew members of the
Axiom-4 mission and the International Space Station. #n

since docking with the ISS,
the Ax-4 crew is officially
homeward bound,” Axiom
Space said.

There are seven phases
the Dragon spacecraft will
encounter on its return
journey. The first one is the
departure burns where the
Dragon performed four
small burns to move away
from the ISS on Monday.,

This will be followed by
the phasing burns in which
the Dragon will perform a
series of orbit-lowering
manoeuvrers that will line

up its ground track with
the desired landing loca-
tion. The next is the deor-
bit burn, which is sche-
duled at 2.07 p.m. on
Tuesday. SpaceX said after
the deorbit burns are com-
pleted, the flight computer
will jettison the trunk to
safely splash down in the
Pacific Ocean ahead of at-
mospheric re-entry.

The next is the re-entry
phase during which the
Dragon will experience sig-
nificant heating and drag
as it re-enters earth's at-

‘He completed all
7 experiments’

Group Captain Shubhanshu
Shukla has completed all
seven microgravity
experiments, the Indian Space
Research Organisation said on
Monday. The astronaut
achieved “a significant
milestone in the mission.
Experiments on Indian strain of
tardigrades, myogenesis,
sprouting of fenugreek and
green gram seeds,
cyanobacteria, microalgae,
crop seeds and voyager display
have been completed as
planned”, the agency said.

mosphere. The penulti-
mate phase is where the
parachutes deploy,

In the final splashdown
phase under four main pa-
rachutes, the Dragon will
splash down at a velocity of
27 kilometres per hour and
autonomously releases its
parachutes. A Space X re-
covery vessel will pick up
the crew from the sea.

According to the ISRO,
Group Captain Shukla will
undergo a rehabilitation

programme for about a
week to adapt to gravity,




THE AXIOM-4 MISSION & ExpRess

Kennedy Space Centre, Florida

Pegey Whitson (Commander, US),

Shubhanshu Shukla (Pilot, Ind
Slawosz Uznanski-Wisniewski
(Mission Specialist Poland),
Tibor Kapu

(Mission Specis

KEY EXPERIMENTS

Physical and cognitive impact
of using computer screens in microgravity,
particularly how pointing t: gaze hxation
and rapid eye movements are affected
in space

Behaviour and response of tardig
or water bears, in space. Known to survive
in very tough conditions, behaviour of
tardigra an offer clues to molecular
mechanisms that help survival in extreme
environments.

Impact of spaceflight on six varieties
of crops

Gy and cellular responses in
cyanobacts . The results
of these studies can help in development

of life support systems in future spacecraft,
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¥y Mission Duration and Journey:
 Time on ISS: 18 days
» Distance Covered: Nearly 7.6 million miles over 288 Earth orbits
* Return Journey Start: 4:45 PM IST on Monday
» Splashdown Location: Pacific Ocean, off California coast
» Estimated Splashdown Time: 3 PM IST, Tuesday

» Total Journey Duration: ~22.5 hours



# Scientific Milestones:
Group Captain Shukla completed all 7 microgravity experiments:
1. Indian strain of tardigrades
2. Myogenesis
3. Sprouting of fenugreek and green gram seeds
4. Cyanobacteria
5. Microalgae
6. Crop seeds

7. Voyager display



How the whole
undocking proce
will happen

RETURNS BACK HOME

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla and his
team will leave the ISS today. Their spacecraft
will carry out return steps before landing back
on Earth.

SPLASHDOWN
15 July 2025, 3-3:30pm (IST),
off the coast of California

UNDOCKING

14 July 2025,
4:30pm (IST)
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AXIOM 4 II

THE JOURNEY BACKHOME -+ —:—

Group captain Shubhanshu Shukla and his three crewmates are scheduled & o ﬂj M |||

to leave from the International Space Station (ISS) for Earth today, with the
spacecraft set to perform a series of manoeuvres before the splashdown

18 days | 60 studies | Undocking | Splashdown ' U,,dockmg_f,om
Duration of stay on Conducted by the crew Monday, 4:30pm (IST) ' Tuesday, 3-3:30pm (IST), space station
the space station as part of the mission off the coast of California The Dragon _
spacecraft will seal
: its hatch, perform
= S = final system checks,
_____ yst 4 M . RE o e o then use cold-gas
; 2 thrusters to undock
from the Harmony

Orbitting earth Departure and The parachutes -

The spacecraft will orbit Earth, adjusting its phasing burns
posit&an and timing for atmospheric reentry it will execute departure Thnsy@&\ade of Nylon
burns to distance from tanat erfale "*'“ ‘
j the space station. The

Service module jettison for their

After orbiting earth, the capsule will separate capsule will then drift in 2 durabifity,

from its service module (trunk) at around phasing °'|m with "'f tounhmad the harsh
350-km altitude. The trunk will then deorbit b b S i

adjustment burns to align
and burn up in the atmosphere ite tralectory for reentry

Deorbit burn
The capsule will then perform the deorbit Positioning of entry shield and atmospheric reentry
burn to slow down enough to drop from The nosecone will close and the agsule will turn so that the entry shield points down. The shield

orbit, initiating its controlled reentry will absorb extreme heat (1,600°C), with the crew likely to experience strong

Memorable moments from space odyssey BUARNTS (epoyant

At around 5.5km, two drogue parachutes
will be released to stabilise descent,
Then at around 1.8km, four main 4
parachutes will be deployed toslow the /' &
capsule to a safe splashdown speed '

Rehabilitatlon plan
The crew will undergo medical checks
onboard, then be flown to a facility
for a 7-day rehabilitation protocol to
(,roup Captain %ubhanshu Shukia performed a series of experiments on the space station. readjust to Earth's gravity

e ——

= e —— - o~ e —— _’_& — —
= - — : RN i —



# Comparison of Axiom Mission 4 and Similar Missions

Feature [ Mission

Launch Date

Spacecraft

Launch Vehicle

Operator

Destination

Duration

Crew Members

Notable Firsts

Mission Profile

Sponsor/Customer

Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4)

18 January 2024

SpaceX Crew Dragon

SpaceX Falcon 9

Axiom Space

International Space Station
(1SS)

~18 days

4 (All European)

1st all-European commercial
astronaut crew

Research, outreach,
microgravity experiments

ESA (and national space
agencies)

Axiom Mission 3 (Ax-3)

18 January 2024

SpaceX Crew Dragon

SpaceX Falcon 9

Axiom Space

International Space Station
(ISS)

~18 days

4 (European, including Italy &
Turkey)

1st Turkish and Italian private
astronauts

Same as Ax-4

ESA, Italy, Turkey

Inspirationd
(SpaceX)

15 September 2021

SpaceX Crew Dragon

SpaceX Falcon 9

SpaceX (funded by
Jared Isaacman)

Low Earth Orbit
(Free-flight)

3 days

4 civilians

1st all-civilian orbital

mission

Public outreach,

research, fundraising

Funded by Jared
Isaacman

Polaris Dawn
(upcoming)

Planned 2025

SpaceX Crew Dragon

SpaceX Falcon 9

SpaceX (Isaacman’s
Polaris Program)

Low Earth Orbit +
Spacewalk planned

~5 days planned

4 civilians (incl. 1st
commercial EVA)

1st commercial EVA
planned

EVA, health research,
space comms

Jared Isaacman

Soyuz MS-20 (Russial)

8 December 2021
Soyuz MS-20
Soyuz-2.1a

Roscosmos + Space
Adventures

International Space
Station (ISS)

12 days

2 tourists + 1 cosmonaut

1st Japanese tourists on
Soyuz

Tourism + science

outreach

Yusaku Maezawa
(billionaire)



Q. With reference to the recent Axiom Mission-4 (Ax-4), consider the following statements:
1. Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla was the only astronaut aboard the Ax-4 spacecraft.
2. The spacecraft used for the mission was launched and returned using SpaceX's Dragon vehicle.

3. One of the experiments conducted by Shukla involved microalgae and crop seeds in microgravity

conditions.

4. The splashdown of the mission occurred in the Indian Ocean, off the Tamil Nadu coast.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 4 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1, 2and 3 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



Govt. departments told to publicise
oil, sugar content of Indian snacks

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

How much oil, sugar, and
trans fats are present in
your regular evening samo-
sa, pakora, chai biscuit, or
jalebi? The Union Health
Ministry has asked all go-
vernment departments to
display such information
in their cafeterias, lobbies,
and meeting rooms, in a
bid to highlight the health
risks of popular Indian
snacks, especially at a time
when lifestyle diseases are
a growing burden across
the country.

“We are proposing dis-
play of Sugar and Oil
Boards initiative to pro-
mote healthier dietary ha-
bits in various settings.
These boards serve as vi-
sual behavioural nudges in
schools, offices, public in-
stitutions, etc. displaying
key information about hid-
den fats and sugars in eve-
ryday foods,” Union Health

Raising awareness: The Ministry has directed departments to
display easy-to-read warning boards near food counters. GETTY IMAGES

Secretary Punya Salila Sri-
vastava said in a recent let-
ter to all Ministries, depart-
ments, and autonomous
bodies of the Union
government.

The campaign is being
rolled out first in Nagpur,
where the All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AITMS) will serve as the pi-
lot location for the initia-
tive. “AlIMS, Nagpur will

now see the calorie count
poster beside popular food
stalls with clear informa-
tion about sugar, fat, and
trans-fat content. It will
outline long-term health
risks from frequent con-
sumption. These warnings
are designed to be direct
and create awareness. The
goal is to promote modera-
tion, not restriction. The
campaign is expected to

expand to other cities later
this year and we hope that
this step will encourage pe-
ople to make more mindful
food choices,” said a senior
health official.

Healthier choices

In her letter, Ms. Srivastava
asked government depart-
ments to print health mes-
sages on all official station-
ery and publications to
reinforce daily reminders
on fighting obesity.

They were also asked to
promote healthy meals
and physical activity in
their offices by providing
nutritious, healthier food
options - including more
fruits, vegetables, and low-
fat options, while limiting
the availability of sugary
drinks and high-fat snacks
— and starting active work-
place initiatives, such as
encouraging the use of
stairs, organising short ex-
ercise breaks, and facilitat-
ing walking routes.



The Union Health Ministry has directed all government departments to:

» Display boards showing oil, sugar, and trans fat content of popular Indian snacks like samosa,

pakora, chai biscuit, jalebi, etc.

» Promote healthier dietary habits in cafeterias, lobbies, and meeting areas.

V2 Purpose:
» Highlight health risks from frequent consumption of high-fat, high-sugar snacks.

 Combat the growing burden of lifestyle diseases such as obesity, diabetes, and heart issues.



Campaign Rollout:
» Pilot City: Nagpur
* AIIMS Nagpur to serve as nodal centre.

» Will later expand to other cities.

+ Tools Used:

e "“Sugar and Oil Boards" as visual behavioural nudges.
» Clear poster messages about:

e Sugar, fat, and trans-fat content

» Calorie counts

 Moderation advice (not food bans)



SUGAR INTAKE EVENTUALLY
BLUNTS DOPAMINE RELEASE,
JUST LIKE COCAINE.
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Brain Fog : Sugar effect

» Zoning out
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Sugar also causes dpam
s though not as violently as drugs.




Q. Consider the following statements regarding the recent campaign initiated by the Union Health

Ministry on Indian snack consumption:

1. The campaignh mandates a ban on the sale of snacks high in trans fats and sugars in government

offices.
2. AIIMS Nagpur is the pilot institution for implementing this campaign.

3. The initiative also encourages government offices to promote physical activity among employees.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.Tand 3 only
D.1, 2,and 3



Govt appoints

Doraiswamy as
LIC MD & CEO

New Delhi: The government has
appointed R Doraiswamy as head
of state-owned insurance behe-
moth Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC).

The notification in this regard
was issued by the Department of
Financial Services following ap-
proval from the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet, headed
by the Prime Minister.

The Centre has appointed
Doraiswamy as MD & CEO of the
state-owned insurance company
fora period of three years, the no-
tification said.

His three-year term would
end on August 28,2028, when he
attains 62 years of age. PTI



AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHI JULY 14

IN WHAT is a pioneenng effort to tackle the
rise of deepfake content, now ubiquitous
across the Internet, Denmark has proposed
extending copyright protections to individ-
uals’ facial features, appearance, and voice,
The proposed amendment to Denmark’s
copyright law will effectively make it illegal
toshare deepfake content of another person
without their consent, empowering individ-
uals to get such forgeries taken down from
online platforms, and seek compensation for
their publication — similar to how copyright
laws traditionally protect creative works,

Rise of deepfakes

Deepfakes are a form of synthetic media
which depict believable and realistic videos,
pictures, or audio of events that pever hap-
pened — they show real people doing or say-
ing things that they never did or said,

While media has long been manipulated
for nefarious purposes, artificial intelligence

has made such manipulation easier and
more sophisticated than ever befare. The vol-
ume of deepfake content online has nsen
dramatically in recent years, and deepfakes
have become increasingly difficult to spot.

Authorities around the world have strug-
gled to catch up with the technology which
has been used to create pornographic con-
tent, spread misinformation, and pull off so-
phisticated con jobs,

Most existing laws dealing with deep-
fakes criminalise specific harms arising out of
the technology, such as deepfake pomor the
publication of manipulated media during
elections. The Danish Bill, introduced last
month and currently in the consultation
stage, is harm-agnastic in that it directly ad-
dresses the publication of deepfakes and not
specific harms they may cause.

Danish culture minister Jakob Engel-
Schimid said the Bill gives people “the right to
your own voice, your own facial features, and
no one can copy that without your consent™

What the Bill proposes

The Bill introduces three new forms of

How Denmark plans to use copyright law to protect against deepfakes

protection against deepfakes:

B Imitation protection, which bars oth-
ers from publicly sharing realistic digital
recreations of a persen's physical traits, like
facial features and voice;

W Performance protection, that covers
artistic performances such as non-verbal or
improvised acts that may not meet the usual
copyright thresholds; and

M Protection for performing artists,
specifically targeting digital mimicry of mu-
sicians, actors, performers, etc,

The most notable here is the protection
extended to ordinary individuals, The pro-
pased Section 73{a) makes it illegal to share
realistic deepfakes mimicking a person’s ap-
pearance, voice, or characteristics for up to
50 years after their death,

The operative word here is “realistic”, The
Bill does not bother about intent— any deep-
fake can be taken down as long as it looks real
and creates confusion, At the same time, con-
tent that is clearly stylised is not protected.

The Bill proposes a kind of consent-based
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protection; deepfake content can only be
shared with the permission of the individ-
ualimpersonated init. 1tis the responsibility
of the persen sharing the content to prove
that consent was obtained, and this consent
canalso be withdrawn at any time.

The Bill also makes online platforms re-
sponsible for taking down deep fakes, and pro-
poses heavy penalties if they fail to do so.

Caveats & limitations

Protections offered by the Bill only ex-
tended to content in the public sphere: the
Bill does not make it illegal to generate deep-
fakes but simply bars their publication,

Certain forms of expressions, such as satire
orparody, remain outsice the Bill's protections,
although the Bill does not grant blanket ex-
emptions. Civil courts will decide what con-
tent to take downon a case-to<case basis, based
on protections for free expressions provided
inthe European Convention of Human Rights,

While ambitious and potentially agenda-
setting, especially in the light of Denmark’s
presadency of the European Union, critics say
implementing such a law will be challenging,

The law’s mandate is restricted to Danish ter-
ritory, making it impossible to prosecute
wrongdoers operating elsewhere in the world,

“Denmark may be granting a new right,
but if the mechanisms to enforce it are slow,
burdensome orinconsistent, the real-world
impact could be minimal,” Francesco Cavalli,
chief operating officer of Sensity Al, a com-
pany that offers deepfake detection tools,
tokd The NYT. “Regulation without enforce-
ment is a signal, not a shield.” he said.

At the same time, many are looking at the
Danish example as a blueprint for other
countries, many of which do not have stand-
alone legislation to address digital imperson-
ation at the moment,

Indian courts have thus far resorted tocon-
cepts of privacy, defamation, and publicity
rights when dealing with deepfakes. Notably,
the Delhi High Court extended protections
against unauthorised use of their likenesses to
actors Amitabh Bachchan in 2022 and Anil
Kapoor in 2023, The rulings however looked
at these figures specifically as celebrities,

The Danish Bill extends similar protec-
tions to ordinary citizens,

=




 Denmark is leading a pioneering initiative by proposing a copyright law amendment to combat

deepfakes.

 The law empowers individuals (not just celebrities) to take down deepfake content that mimics their

face, voice, or appearance, even 50 years after their death.

@ What are Deepfakes?

» Deepfakes are synthetic media that realistically depict people doing or saying things they never did.
« Often used for misinformation, impersonation, and fake pornography.

* Increasingly hard to detect due to Al advancements.



% What the Danish Bill Proposes:

1. Imitation Protection:

Prohibits sharing of realistic digital recreations of a person’s physical features or voice.

2. Performance Protection:

Covers non-verbal/improvised artistic acts even if they don't qualify under standard copyright la

3. Performer Protection:

Specifically protects artists, actors, musicians from digital mimicry.

% Consent-Based Protection:
e Content must not be shared without the individual’'s consent.

» Platforms must remove content if flagged, or face penalties.



! Key Features:
« Applies even if there's no intent to harm; realistic appearance alone is enough for takedown.
e Doesn't protect stylised or obviously fake content.

« Applies only within Danish territory.

<~ Caveats & Limitations:
 Doesn't make it illegal to generate deepfakes—only their publication without consent.
« Exempts satire/parody under limited exceptions.
e No blanket protection—must be decided case-by-case.

» Limited enforceability against offenders outside Denmark.



IN Relevance to India:

Indian courts have used privacy, defamation, and publicity rights to address deepfakes.
Cases: Amitabh Bachchan (2022), Anil Kapoor (2023)

Denmark’s law goes beyond celebrities, protecting ordinary citizens.



Q. Consider the following statements about Denmark's proposed legal approach to deepfakes:

1. The proposed bill allows removal of deepfake content only in cases where it causes proven financial

or reputational damage.
2. The bill provides protection to ordinary individuals' facial features and voice under copyright law.
3. The law will apply globally, including to perpetrators outside Denmark.

4. The bill does not criminalise the creation of deepfakes, but restricts their publication without consent.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A. 2 and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C.1, 2and 4 only
D. 2, 3and 4 only



Indians lost 7K cr to cyber frauds
from Jan to May,shows MHA data

MAHENDER SINGH MANRAL
New Delhi, July 14

INDIANS LOST AROUND
%7,000 crore to online scams
in the first five months of this
year, averaging more than
¥1,000 crore a month,accord-
ing to estimates of the Min-
istry of Home Affairs (MHA).
And more than half of the
amount was lost to scamsters
operating out of Cambodia
and other Southeast Asian
countries such as Myanmar,
Vietnam, Laos and Thailand.

These scams are often run
from high-security locations,
believed to be controlled by Chi-
nese operators,where trafficked
people, including Indians, are
forced towork,according to offi-
cials,whocited datacompiled by
the Indian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre(I4C),aunitunder
the MHA.

“In January, ¥1,192 crore
was lost to scamsters based in
Southeast Asian countries, 951
crore in February, ¥1,000 crore
in March, ¥731 crore in April
and ¥999 crore in May,”an offi-
cial said, citing data from the
Citizen Financial Cyber Fraud
Reporting and Management
System (CFCFRMS),14C's facilty
tohelp citizens reportand man-

age financial cyber fraud inci-
dents.

Thedatawas compiled from
crimes that were reported and
the amount lost could be much
higher,according to officials.

A senior official told The
Indian Express that senior offi-
cials from Cambodia recently
met Indian officialsin Delhiand
discussed an action plan. At the
meeting, which was organised
by the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) and attended by
officials of Central investigation
agencies, the Cambodian offi-
cials requested toshare theexact
geographical coordinates of
these scam centres so that they
can take action.

“With the help of intelli-
genceagenciesand testimonies
of rescued people, the Indian
government has identified at
least 45 such scam compounds
in Cambodia, five in Laos,and
onein Myanmar. Italsocameto
the fore that, apart from Indi-
ans, people from African coun-
tries, East Asian countries,
Southeast Asian countries,Cen-
tral  Asia, West Asia,
Europe/North America and
SouthAmericawerealsoidenti-
fied in these scam compounds,”
the official said.

Agovernment investigation
has found three types of major
cyber frauds operating from
Southeast Asia: stock

trading/investment scams, dig-
ital arrest, and task- and invest-
ment-based scams,

The government has also
tracked several agents recruit-
ing Indians forthese operations,
with the most operating out of
Mabharashtra (59), followed by
Tamil Nadu (51), Jammu and
Kashmir(46), Uttar Pradesh(41)
and Delhi (38). “Agents’ data
shows that they are hiring peo-
ple the most for Laos, Myanmar
and Cambeodia,"the official said.

The Indian Express first
reported that more than 5,000
Indians were suspected to be
trapped in Cambodiaafterbeing
allegedly held against their will
and forced to carry out cyber
fraud.

The Centre set up an inter-
ministerial panel tolookintothe
issue of cyber frauds and iden-
tify the loopholes. After the
panel identified gaps in bank-
ing,immigration,and telecom
sectors, the CBI registeredan FIR
against point of sale agents
based in various states for
allegedly issuing ghost SIM
cards,

After recording statements
of those who were rescued and
returned, the government
tracked down their route of
travel to Cambodia.




ul Key Highlights:
* Indians lost ~27,000 crore to online scams in just 5 months (Jan-May 2025), averaging 21,000
crore/month.

e QOver 50% of these scams were run from Cambodia and other Southeast Asian countries like

Myanmar, Vietham, Laos, and Thailand.

22 Nature of Scams:

e QOperated from high-security scam compounds controlled by Chinese operators.
* Involved trafficking of Indians, who were then forced to work for cybercrime rings.
e Scams include:

» Stock trading/investment scams

e Digital arrest frauds

e Task-based scam models

\lz



{ Government Response:

» Data collected by the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) under the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

» Centre tracking the scam hubs:
» Cambodia: at least 45 compounds
» Laos: one identified
 Myanmar: one identified

* More than 5,000 Indians suspected to be trapped in Cambodia.



@ Indian Recruitment Pattern:

Most agents recruiting Indians were from:

State No. of Agents
Maharashtra 59
Tamil Nadu 51
Jammu & Kashmir 46
Uttar Pradesh 41

Delhi 38



& Global Victim Profile:

Besides Indians, victims include:

Africans
Southeast Asians
Central Asians
East Asians

Citizens of Europe, North/South America, West Asia

m Government Action:

Intelligence sharing between Indian officials and embassies in Cambodia.

MHA coordinated with the Ministry of External Affairs and central agencies.

» A panel was set up to recommend policy measures for cyber fraud.

« CBIl registered FIR against those using SIM cards for scam operations.



Q. Consider the following statements about cyber fraud trends in India as per MHA data (2025):

1. A majority of the 27,000 crore lost in cyber scams from January to May 2025 was linked to operators

based in India.
2. Indian nationals were trafficked to Southeast Asian countries and forced to work in scam centers.
3. The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C) is under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

4. Cambodia alone accounted for over 45 scam compounds identified by Indian agencies.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A. 2 and 3 only
B. 2, 3and 4 only
C.1and 4 only
D. All of the above



Maharashtra’s Rollback
of Hindi as Third

Language



* The Maharashtra government scrapped its government resolutions (GRs)
mandating Hindi as a compulsory third language from Grades 1 to 5 in Marathi and
English medium schools.

* Though the move was in line with National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, which
promotes multilingualism through the three-language formula, it was withdrawn
due to concerns over linguistic identity, cultural hegemony, and the feasibility of

implementation.

* The government has appointed a committee under renowned economist Dr.
Narendra Jadhav to study the three-language policy.






What Does the NEP 2020 Lay Down
on Language?

Medium of Instruction: NEP 2020
recommends the use of mother
tongue, local, or regional languages
as the medium of instruction until
at least Grade 5, ideally till Grade 8
and beyond.

NEP 2020 promotes bilingual
teaching, encouraging the use
of the home language or
mother tongue along with
English as mediums of
instruction, especially in early
grades.




* Multilingualism: The current three-language formula proposed by NEP 2020 has
considerably departed from NEP, 1968 which emphasised study of Hindi, English
and a modern Indian language (preferably one of the southern languages) in Hindi-
speaking States and Hindi, English and a regional language in non-Hindi speaking
States.

* |n contrast, the NEP 2020 states that it provides greater flexibility in the
three-language formula, and that no language will be imposed on any
State.

* |t also encourages the inclusion of classical languages, such as Tamil, Telugu,
Kannada, Malayalam, and others, as part of the three-language formula.



* Foreign Languages: The NEP 2020 introduces the option for
students to learn foreign languages, such as Korean, Japanese,
French, German, and Spanish, at the secondary level.

* The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
outlined that students will learn two Indian languages
until Class 10, with the option to choose one Indian
language and one foreign language in Classes 11 and 12.
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C ':‘1/
Reversal onELV Fuel Ban




* The Delhi government has rolled back its fuel ban on end-of-life
vehicles (ELVs)-Petrol cars over 15 years and diesel vehicles over 10
years as directed by the Commission for Air Quality.Management
(CAQM).

 CAQM . is a statutory body for ensuring coordinated action, scientific
research, and effective resolution of air'pollution issues in the Delhi
NCRand.adjoining areas.






State of Air pollution in India:

Air pollution poses a severe public health challenge in India, contributing to approximately
1.67 million deaths each year, according to the WHO, and is responsible for 17% of all
deaths nationwide, as reported by the State of Global Air 2023.

The 2024 World Air Quality Report (IQAir) ranks India as the 5th most polluted country,

with an average PM2.5 level of 50.6 pg/m?3, ten times above the WHO safe limit. Delhi
remains the world’s most polluted capital.




31/Atlas — Third-Ever
Interstellar Object



* The object 3I/Atlas,
discovered by the ATLAS
telescope in Chile, has been

confirmed as the third-ever
interstellar object, potentially
older than our Solar System




 What is 31/Atlas?

* Interstellar Origin: 31/Atlas is a hyperbolically orbiting interstellar object, meaning
it came from outside our solar system and is not gravitationally bound to the Sun.

* Discovery: It was spotted by the Asteroid Terrestrial-impact Last Alert System
(ATLAS) in Rio Hurtado, Chile, when it was around 670 million km from the Sun.




* Key Features of 31/Atlas:

» High Speed: It moves at ~“60 km/s — too fast to be held by the Sun’s gravity —
confirming its interstellar nature.

e Current Distance: The object is now near Jupiter’s orbit, about 917 million km from
Earth.

* Oldest Known Comet: Scientists estimate its age to be 7 billion years, which is older
than the 4.6-billion-year-old Solar System.




Word of the day

Pockmark:

a scar or pit on the skin that is left by a pustule of
smallpox or acne or other eruptive disease

Usa g€ Her face was pockmarked by acne.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pockmarkpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pok ma:k/
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