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* “Happiness at work
doesn’t arrive when the
task ends;

it quietly grows while you
are fully present in doing
it.”
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Swift executions of protesters likely: Iran

If we have something to do, we have to do
it quickly, declares head of Iran’s judiciary

Associated Press

DUBAI

he head of Iran's
Tjudiciary defied a

warning from U.S.
President Donald Trump
and signalled on Wednes-
day that there would be
swift trials and executions
ahead for those detained
in nationwide protests.

The comments from
Iran’s judiciary chief Gho-
lamhossein Mohseni-Ejei
come as activists had
warned hangings of those
detained could come soon.
A bloody security force
crackdown on one of the
biggest anti-government
protests Iran has seen in
years has already killed at
least 2,571 people, the U.S.-
based Human Rights Acti-
vists News Agency
reported.

“If we want to do a job,
we should do it now. If we
want to do something, we
have to do it quickly,” Mr.
Mohseni-Ejei said in a vi-

deo shared by Iranian state
television. “If it becomes
late, two months, three
months later, it doesn't
have the same effect.”

His comments stand as a
direct challenge to Mr.
Trump, who warned Iran
about executions in an in-
terview with CBS aired on
Tuesday. “We will take ve-
ry strong action,” Mr.
Trump said. “If they do
such a thing, we will take
very strong action." “We
don’t want to see what's
happening in Iran happen.
And you know, if they want
to have protests, that's one
thing, when they start kill-
ing thousands of people,
and now you're telling me
about hanging — we'll see
how that works out for
them. It’s not going to work
out good,” he said.

Mr. Trump has repeat-
edly warned that the US.
may take military action
over the killing of peaceful
protesters, just months af-
ter it bombed Iranian nu-

2,571 people have been killed in crackdown on
protesters by Tehran: U.S.-based rights group

A funeral was held for security personnel killed during protests, in
Tehran on Wednesday. REUTERS

clear sites during a 12-day
war launched by Israel in
June 2025.

The Islamic Republic on
Wednesday held a mass
funeral of some 100 securi-
ty force members killed in
the demonstrations after
authorities earlier said it
would be 300. Tens of
thousands of mourners at-
tended, holding Iranian
flags and photos of Su-

preme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. The caskets, co-
vered in Iranian flags,
stood stacked at least three
high. Red and white roses
and framed photographs

of people who were killed
covered them.
People elsewhere in

Iran remained fearful in
the streets. Plainclothes se-
curity forces still milled
around some neighbour-

Jaishankar speaks to
Iranian Foreign Minister

Kallol Bhattacherjee Ministry of External Affairs

NEW DELHI “advised” Indian citizens
to avoid travelling to Iran.

External Affairs Minister S.  The Embassy of India in

Jaishankar on Wednesday Tehran also urged Indian

spoke to Iranian Foreign nationals to leave the

Minister Seyed Abbas country by any available

Araghchi and discussed means of transport.

the current unrest in Iran.

The conversation took FULL REPORT ON

place hours after the » PAGE 4

hoods, though antiriot fearing “unprecedented

police and members of the
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard’s all-volunteer Basij
force appeared to have
been sent back to their
barracks.

One Arab Gulf diplomat
said that governments in
the region had been dis-
couraging the Trump ad-
ministration from launch-
ing a war now with Iran,

consequences” for the re-
gion that could explode in-
to a “full-blown war”.
Meanwhile, activists
said on Wednesday that
Starlink was offering free
service in Iran. The satel-
lite internet service has
been key in getting around
an internet shutdown
launched by the govern-
ment on January 8. Iran be-

Trump warns of consequences to executions by
Iran; we will take very strong action, he says

gan allowing people to call
out internationally on
Tuesday via their mobile
phones, but calls from pe-
ople outside the country
into Iran remain blocked.

“We can confirm that
the free subscription for
Starlink terminals is fully
functional,” said Mehdi Ya-
hyanejad, a Los Angeles-
based activist who has
helped get the units into
Iran. “We tested it using a
newly activated Starlink
terminal inside Iran.”

Security service person-
nel also apparently were
searching for Starlink dis-
hes, as people in northern
Tehran reported authori-
ties raiding buildings with
satellite dishes. While sa-
tellite television dishes are
illegal, many in the capital
have them in homes, and
officials broadly had given
up on enforcing the law in
recent years.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE B



Exam (Year)

Exam date

Exact question

Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims GS
Paper-I (2024)

16 June 2024

Statement-I: There is instability and worsening security
situation in the Sahel region. Statement-Il: There have
been military takeovers/coups d’etat in several
countries of the Sahel region in the recent past. Which
one of the following is correct in respect of the above
statements? (a) Both Statement-I and Statement-Il are
correct and Statement-Il explains Statement-| (b) Both
Statement-l and Statement-Il are correct, but
Statement-Il does not explain Statement-I (c)
Statement-l is correct, but Statement-Il is incorrect (d)
Statement-l is incorrect, but Statement-Il is correct

(a)

UPSC CSE Prelims GS
Paper-I (2025)

25 May 2025

India is one of the founding members of the
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC), a
multimodal transportation corridor, which will connect
(a) India to Central Asia to Europe via Iran (b) India to
Central Asia via China (c) India to South-East Asia
through Bangladesh and Myanmar (d) India to Europe
through Azerbaijan

(a) (via Iran)
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Government

appoints new
chiefs for BSF,
ITBP and NIA

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Appointments Com- |

mittee of the Cabinet (ACC)
on Wednesday approved
the proposal of the Minis-
try of Home Affairs (MHA)
to appoint Shatrujeet
Singh Kapoor, former Ha-
ryana Director General of
Police (DGP), as the chief of
the Indo Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP).

Mr. Kapur was sent on
leave and then relieved of
the State DGP charge last
year amid the controversy

ing the suicide of
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer Y.S Puram Kumar.

The ACC also approved
the appointment of 1993-
batch IPS officer of West
Bengal cadre, Praveen Ku-
mar, who is at present
working as Director Gener-
al, ITBP, to the post of Di-
rector General, Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) from the
date of assumption of
charge of the post and up
to September 30, 2030, the
date of his superannuation
or until further orders.

The ACC approved the
posting of 1994-batch IPS
officer Rakesh Aggarwal as
Director General, National

Investigation Agency.



Force
(Short)

BSF

CRPF

CISF

ITBP

SSB

Assam
Rifles*

Full name

Border Security
Force

Central Reserve
Police Force

Central
Industrial

Security Force

Indo-Tibetan
Border Police

Sashastra
Seema Bal

Assam Rifles

Formation year Controlling Ministry

1965 (MHA)

1939 (as Crown
Representative’s Police); MHA
renamed CRPF in 1949

1969 MHA

1962 MHA

1963 (as Special Service
Bureau); renamed SSB in MHA
2001
MHA (administrative);
Ministry of Defence
(operational control)

1835 (roots as Cachar
evy)

Ministry of Home Affairs

Head
(designation HQ

)

Director New
General (DG) Delhi

Director New
General (DG) Delhi

Director New
General (DG) Delhi

Director New
General (DG) Delhi

Director New
General (DG) Delhi

Director
General (DG)

Shillong

Core work / mandate

Guarding international borders (mainly
Pakistan & Bangladesh), anti-infiltration,
border management, internal security
support

Internal security: law & order support,
counter-insurgency/anti-Naxal, election
duties, riot control, J&K and LWE operations
Security of critical infrastructure/PSUs
(airports, metro, ports, nuclear/space
installations), VIP security (as assigned),
disaster support

Guarding India—China (LAC) in high-altitude
areas, border patrol, mountain rescue,
disaster response

Guarding Nepal & Bhutan borders, border
population outreach, anti-smuggling,
internal security support

Northeast security & counter-insurgency,
border guarding (especially Indo—Myanmar),
support to civil administration



. New appointments approved | 78 fAgfadar iR

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved MHA's proposal to appoint new chiefs
for BSF, ITBP and NIA | $fdae &t fAgfas afifd (ACC) ? MHA & WaTd W BSF, ITBP 31k NIA & 7T
S I fAfa HR |

. ITBP chief [ ITBP UHqxI

Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor (former Haryana DGP) appointed as chief of Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) / 2r5ita fg &9R (gd eRamom DGP) &t ITBP &1 Wi fAga fasar mar|

He was earlier sent on leave and relieved of Haryana DGP charge amid controversy linked to IPS
officer Y.S. Puram Kumar's suicide / IPS 3f&®R a18.¢d. QRA HHR 61 3TcHec J 33 fdarg & dta 32
UEW Bgl TR W3 TN 3R DGP UgHR & T 17T 2|

. BSFDG /BSF& DG

Praveen Kumar (1993-batch IPS, West Bengal cadre; currently DG, ITBP) appointed DG, BSF / wdtor
PR (1993 &9 IPS, ufedan @M dbs3; ada™ DG, ITBP) &t DG, BSF fAam fasam mam|

Tenure: from date of assuming charge up to 30 Sept 2030 (superannuation) or until further orders /
PBRIBIA: UGHR TgUl &t fafel & 30 f&arar 2030 (Jarafd) a1 3Tat A1Ge0 dab |

. NIADG /NIA® DG

Rakesh Aggarwal (1994-batch IPS) posted as Director General, National Investigation Agency
(NIA) / 1521 3raTed (1994 &1 IPS) &Y NIA & HgIfAeere & 9 | d41d fasar Tl



Exam

UPSC CAPF (ACs)
Paper-I

UPSC CDS (I) GK

UPSC CDS (1) GK

UPSC NDA (1)
GAT

SSC CGL Tier-1

SSC GD
Constable

Bank (IBPS PO
Prelims)

Railway (RRB
ALP CBT-1)

Defence (CDS II)

State PSC (GS
Prelims)

Exam date (last
2 years)

04 Aug 2024
21 Apr 2024
13 Apr 2025
21 Apr 2024

09-26 Sep 2024

20 Feb — 12 Mar
2024

19-20 Oct 2024

25-29 Nov 2024

14 Sep 2025

2024-2025
(varies by state)

Question (memory-based / asked in recent shifts)

Which force primarily guards India’s borders with
Pakistan and Bangladesh?

ITBP is primarily deployed along which international
border?

“NIA” works under which Ministry of Government of
India?

Match the border guarding forces: (a) Nepal-Bhutan (b)
Pakistan—Bangladesh (c) China

BSF was raised in the wake of which war?

Expand “ITBP” and state its core role in one line.

NIA was set up mainly to investigate which type of
cases?

Which is the correct match? Nepal-Bhutan border is
guarded by: (A) BSF (B) SSB (C) ITBP (D) Assam Rifles

“Assam Rifles” is most associated with guarding which
border (in general GK context)?
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC)

approves appointments of senior officers. Who chairs
ACC?

Answer

BSF

India—China (LAC / Himalayan
frontier)

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
(a) SSB (b) BSF (c) ITBP

1965 India—Pakistan War

Indo-Tibetan Border Police;
guards India—China border

Terrorism-related / specified
national security offences

SSB

India—Myanmar border (and NE
internal security role)

Prime Minister



e Statements / S @

* Praveen Kumar has been appointed as Director General of BSF, and his tenure is up to 30

September 2030 (superannuation) or until further orders. / 3 SRXERTSS BSF 39 DG
Ha&D U UIdUR- 8 &°5d SdiEd™ 303k oadl 2030 (W) IR UEB“ %E," oS Ug

* Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor, former Haryana DGP, has been appomted as the chlef of ITBP. /
BB DGP ¢ g oo IS @SS ITBP Sd sX&% R4 25 Id UIHUE

 Correct option /E'UJW?:' G :
A) 1 only B) 2 only C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither
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UGC brings out new rules
against caste discrimination

Higher education institutions may lose recognition if they violate the regulations; UGC brings
OBCs within the ambit of new rules after their exclusion in the draft version evoked criticism

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he University

Grants  Commis-

sion (UGC) has not-
ified new regulations to ad-
dress caste-based
discrimination in higher
education institutions
across the country. The
new rules mandate the set-
ting up of equity commit-
tees on campuses and
specify punishments,
which can range from be-
ing debarred from offering
degrees or programmes,
for non-compliance,

The University Grants
Commission (Promotion of
Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations,
2026, notified on Tuesday,
are an update on the anti-
discrimination regulations
in place since 2012. A draft
version of the updated
rules was put out by the
UGC for public suggestions
in February last year, invit-
ing widespread criticism
for the way it kept the Oth-
er Backward Classes
(OBCs) outside the ambit of
caste-based discrimination
and the lack of specificity
in the way it defined dis-
crimination.

Further, the draft ver-
sion of the regulations pro-
posed a provision to “dis-

Strong measures

The UGC {Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions)
Regulations, 2026, were notified on Tuesday

= Discrimination has
been defined as “any
unfais, differential, or
biased treatment or
any such act against

s Caste-based discrimination means
“discrimination only on the basis of
caste or tribe against the members
of the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward Classes”

any stakeholder,

whather explicat

or implicit, on the
grounds only of
religion, race, caste,
gender, place of
birth, disability, or
any of them™

= The new rules
specify punishments,
which can range
from being debarred
from offering degrees
or programmes, for
non-compliance

courage” false complaints
of discrimination, suggest-
ing fines for such com-
plaints.

In the final notified ver-
sion of the rules, the UGC
has included OBCs within
the ambit of “caste-based
discrimination” and
dropped the provision on
false complaints. Further,
its definition of “discrimi-
nation” has been expand-
ed slightly to include some
of the language contained
in the 2012 regulations.

In the new regulations,
the UGC has said that
“caste-based discrimina-
tion" means “discrimina-
tion only on the basis of
caste or tribe against the
members of the Scheduled
Castes (SCs), Scheduled

Tribes (STs), and Other
Backward Classes". Furth-
er, it defines “discrimina-
tion" as "any unfair, diffe-
rential, or biased
treatment or any such act
against any stakeholder,
whether explicit or impli-
cit, on the grounds only of
religion, race, caste, gen-
der, place of birth, disabili-
ty, or any of them”.

In borrowing from the
definition in the 2012 regu-
lations, the UGC added
that “discrimination”
would include “any dis-
tinction, exclusion, limita-
tion, or preference, which
has the purpose or effect of
nullifying or impairing
equality of treatment in
education and, in particu-
lar, of imposing conditions

on any stakeholder or
group of stakeholders that
are incompatible with hu-
man dignity”.

Equity committees

In the new regulations, the
UGC mandates the setting
up of equal opportunity
centres (EOC) in each insti-
tution, to promote “equity
and equal opportunity to
the community at large in
the higher education insti-
tutions (HEIs) and to bring
about social inclusion”.
Under these, an equity
committee is to be formed.
These equity committees,
chaired by the head of the
institution, must have the
representation of OBCs,
persons with disabilities,
SCs, STs, and women, the
regulations said.

While the EOC will be
expected to submit a bi-an-
nual report of its function-
ing, the equity committees
have been mandated to
meet at least twice a year.

The UGC will put in
place a monitoring me-
chanism to review the pro-
gress of the implementa-
tion of these regulations. It
will set up a national-level
monitoring  committee
with representatives of
statutory professional
councils and commissions,
the regulations said.



L2

New UGC regulations notified / UGC & ¢ f4a# aifergfad

UGC has notified “UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) Regulations, 2026"
to address caste-based discrimination in higher education institutions / 3@ ferem IzemAt & s7ifd-3mend
WeHTa 3 fAued 84 UGC (Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) Regulations, 2026
Jrfergfad|

Institutions may face action, including loss of recognition for violating regulations / fAaH] & Jewed TR
HI=IdT (recognition) 3R d &1 BATS IHd|

. What counts as discrimination / “deura” @t ufvrer

Discrimination defined as unfair/differential/biased treatment (explicit or implicit) on grounds such
as religion, race, caste, gender, place of birth, disability, etc. / WeHTa: fdd/M~/asdTdt TagR
(TT&f AT TTT&), 3NR: &, 7%, 3fa, e, sT==ema, f&arimar anfa|

It also covers actions that impair equality of treatment and impose conditions incompatible with

human dignity / THTAT &1 YTfad &7 aTe B 3R AFdta TRer & faudta ord Wt enfie

. Caste-based discrimination scope widened | QIART &l

Final rules include OBCs within “caste-based discrimination” after criticism over their exclusion in the
draft / gT%¢ & OBC &1 9182 3W &l 3Mera-T & g1¢ 3ifaw fAadi & OBC v enfda |
Caste-based discrimination described as discrimination on the basis of caste/tribe against members

of SCs, STs and OBCs / SC, ST 3iR OBC & fdsg sfd/si=s11fd & 3MeR U= WeMTa |



. Campus mechanism: EOC & equity committees | &Ud @azir: EOC 3iR sfaact wrfei

Mandates Equal Opportunity Centres (EOC) in each institution to promote equity, equal opportunity
and social inclusion / 8 I H Equal Opportunity Centre (EOC) 3fAar—-i—IHd1, JHM 3dIR, JHISTH
AT 8|

An equity committee to be formed (chaired by head of institution) with representation of OBCs, SCs,
STs, women and persons with disabilities / T YH &t 31ezerdr # sfarict wact, 53 OBC, SC, ST,
Afgeng, feeri &1 ufafifea sret|

. Reporting & monitoring | fRaifem 3itz Aifaefam

EOC to submit bi-annual report; equity committees must meet at least twice a year / EOC &1 BHI&E!
fRUle: sfarict wRet &) 96 HH-T-BH ATd A 2 IR

UGC to create monitoring mechanism including a national-level monitoring committee /| UGC gRI
ASET TAR bt AR ez

. Punishments /&g

Punishments can range up to debarment from offering degrees/programmes for non-compliance /

U 7 81 IR f3Ul /™ aamm & ufdder sid <8 da |



 The 2026 UGC rules mandate setting up Equal Opportunity Centres (EOC) in every higher
education institution and require periodic reporting. / 2026 S5 UGCARIRTURT &3 ond

o % WFEOC f PIE o TUS > T ASIPRIC SIS S [Fe sucsug

* The fmal notified rules include OBCs/ General within the scope of caste-based
discrimination. / TR IR B o S IRFASOBC TAFGoobP-S Il T S5 IR
CHRRIZE I VU

 Correct option /E'UJW?:' G :
A) 1 only B) 2 only C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither




Exam
SSC CGL Tier-1

SSC CHSL Tier-1

RRB NTPC / RRB
exams (various CBT)

IBPS PO Prelims

SBI PO Prelims

CDS (1) GK

NDA (I1) GAT

State PSC (GS Pre)

Exam date
(2024-2025)

Sep 2024

Jul 2024

2024 (various
shifts)

Oct 2024

Mar 2025

Apr 2024

Sep 2024

2025 (varies)

Question (memory-based / shift recall)
UGC stands for what?
UGC is primarily related to which sector?

UGC works mainly to maintain standards in: (A) School
education (B) Higher education (C) Health services (D)
Agriculture

UGC comes under which Union Ministry?

Which body is responsible for coordination and
determination of standards in universities in India?

“Equal opportunity” and “social inclusion” measures
are generally targeted at which level in this context?

The term “Regulation” issued by statutory bodies
generally implies:

Which of the following is a statutory body for higher
education?

Answer

University Grants Commission

Higher Education
regulation/standards

Higher education

Ministry of Education
UGC

Institutional/campus level (Higher
education institutions)

Binding rules/standards within
mandate

UGC
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NGT issues notice to 3 States
over contamination of water

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) has taken suo
motu cognisance of “se-
rious health issues” of sew-
age contamination in
drinking water reported in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh, and Uttar Pradesh,
based on multiple news
reports.

The NGT’s principal
Bench, comprising chair-
person Prakash Shrivasta-
va and expert member A.
Senthil Vel, has issued not-
ices to all three State go-
vernments and other agen-
cies to file their affidavits
on the matter, according to
an official statement.

Affected cities

“The news reports high-
light alarming conditions
where sewage water has
mixed with drinking water
pipelines due to corroded
and decades-old infras-

The Rajasthan, U.P.,
ML.P. govts. should file
their affidavits on
contamination of

drinking water

tructure. Cities in Rajas-
than including Udaipur,
Jodhpur, Kota, Banswara,
Jaipur, Ajmer and Bora
have reportedly been af-
fected. Photographs ac-
companying the reports
show drinking water pipe-
lines passing through open
sewage drains, creating
grave health risks,” the
statement issued on Wed-
nesday said.

The NGT said the news
report revealed that in
Greater Noida, several resi-
dents, including children,
fell ill with symptoms such
as vomiting and diarrhoea
after drinking water got
contaminated with
sewage.

“Authorities reportedly

repaired leaks and distri-
buted medicines; however,
residents expressed fear of
an Indore-like water con-
tamination tragedy. The
same report also noted de-
tection of E-coli bacteria in
drinking water in parts of
Bhopal, caused by sewage
leakage into tube-wells,”
the statement said.

At least six people died
due to vomiting and diar-
rhoea caused by drinking
contaminated water sup-
plied through pipelines in
Indore recently.

The court observed that
the issues raised involve
“serious environmental
and public health con-
cerns” and prima facie in-
dicate violations of the En-
vironment  (Protection)
Act, 1986 and the Water
(Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974.

The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) has
also been directed to file a
response.



Aspect

Name

Established under

Nature

Objective

Headquarters

Benches

Composition

Chairperso

Details (English)

National Green Tribunal
(NGT)

National Green Tribunal Act,
2010

Specialised environmental
court

Speedy & effective disposal
of environmental cases;
protection of environment

New Delhi

Principal Bench (Delhi) +
Zonal Benches (Pune,
Bhopal, Chennai, Kolkata)

Chairperson + Judicial
Members + Expert Members

FRR (CPRe)

T U 25R5EY (NGT)

TEHET URER 2412 ST QATOSSIRAD

YR

TIRRER SRIHAST S Vel
B T SEIT IHIER EE;R;T

SEE §
SIS T 6 §) + g Ter

¢ ®+ WBHS gSp + Bl
gcp

~



Chairperson
Jurisdiction

Territorial scope

Powers

Suo motu power
Time limit
Penalty

Appeal against
NGT order

Key Acts under
NGT

Excluded laws

Principle applied

Type of cases

Role of CPCB/SPCB

Common criticism

Retired Supreme Court Judge / Chief Justice of High Court
Civil cases only relating to environment

Whole of India (except J&K earlier; now applicable after
reorganisation)

Same powers as a Civil Court

Yes (based on media reports, letters, facts)
Disposal ideally within 6 months

Can impose compensation and fines

Lies directly to Supreme Court

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986; Water Act, 1974; Air Act,

1981; Forest Conservation Act, 1980; Biological Diversity Act,
2002

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972

Polluter Pays, Precautionary Principle, Sustainable
Development

Pollution, mining, waste management, deforestation, water
contamination

NGT can direct CPCB & SPCBs for action/report

Judicial overreach; implementation issues

G %Sl okl

AR

TR IIFES 55 T s RIGHE)
S TS FERTIEEEE S
WF YU T BIBRT T9TGS o G

FIEBEN R 2APISIRT 198607 T 242SIRT 19740 5688
QHRISIRT 198 103TS ST LTSI 19800 7HT HBBR o
QAYISIRT 2002

ool T LIBSIR 1972
STES WY cdSU GAMTTE L THUG ¢ ¢ BISAG

S@EI0 G S0 2 P H SRS TSFEe 3 &E
CPCB/SPCB STHTKE G35 o O

YIS e TR0 E TS 55 gapd




The National Green Tribunal (NGT) took suo
motu cognisance of reports on sewage
contamination of drinking water in Rajasthan,

Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh.

TEHET UBEIe 241 $UY SNGT) Sk f IS0 &1
SEE TH AT SEC WXET T OO Vel
SERIGTe 5% ¢ UHHY S A SaS FEEE

The Principal Bench directed the three State
governments to file affidavits explaining the
contamination, causes, and remedial action.

SR T BRTEE § 5 NHAY URID SoIeE
R b SUSSHTK XT3

J




Why NGT intervened [ 808U &Rl

News reports indicated serious public health impacts like vomiting and diarrhoea, including

children falling ill.
Ra1el & 3eel-gd i iR TR YHTd 9aTg 7T, g i yIfdd g3

* Photographic evidence showed drinking water pipelines passing through open sewage drains,

creating grave risks.

Il J18A H Ul & UTHT bl UIsUarga ot ATel d TRd1 G|

Affected Areas [ yMifdd &

e Rajasthan: Udaipur, Jodhpur, Kota, Banswara, Jaipur, Ajmer, Bora

SR IGTYR, SAEQR, BIel, iFdrel, SITYR, ASTAR, diRT

o Uttar Pradesh: Greater Noida (illness after sewage-contaminated water)
IR U2l UeR AusT (Fldar-fAdraet urt & g1 SaRl)
e« Madhya Pradesh: Bhopal (E-coli detected), Indore (deaths reported earlier)

He W32r: WiuTel (E-coli &Y gfe), £eRk (Tga Hid)




* Key Observations by NGT / NGT S&
#E{I L5 7 )

* Issues involve serious environmental and
public health concerns.
WWFW?WB’

sdg W

+ Prima facie wolations of Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986 and Water
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974.

sl «HWWEIT GEle: T AW I,
1986 toaTe ¥ (STBY HESHEY SSF I )
WIS INT, 1974 3 & A S5

+ Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)
was directed to submit a response.

BBA sIBY B IHY [BFA(CPCB) BTN
Eaaa o gwg@wiﬁ% &

* A
SA



Topic

Suo motu

E. coli in water

Water Act, 1974

Environment (Protection) Act,
1986

CPCB

Immediate mitigation

Key facts (English)

Court/tribunal takes cognisance on
its own without a petition.

Indicates possible fecal
contamination; risk of acute
gastroenteritis.

Core law for prevention/control of
water pollution; enables pollution
control boards.

Umbrella environmental law;
enables central standards/rules.

Apex body coordinating pollution
control with States.

Leak repair, separation of lines,
chlorination, sampling, health
surveillance.

FSRed EEERE o (Hindi)

AT FBEST TS TH Gibg

T Y FRERHSE $TBY 59
SN &YE-cb 39 TS

T STBY FIEL 59 & STV
EAI0AF T ST S T

FIRTRESS 3T S G

CEBES G &3Sl 191 S 5T SERKT Co
RIS
SEIAA RIS o1l TSRS R UL

AT S kPl sdg
R Ut




Exam

SSC CHSL Tier-I (Official)
DSSSB Jail Warder (Official)

OPSC OAS Prelims GS
(Official)

RRB Technician Grade llI
(Official)

SSC GD Constable (Official)

RPF Constable (Official)

RRB NTPC Graduate Level
CBT-I (Official)
RPSC RAS Prelims (Official)

IBPS PO Mains (Memory-
based)

RPF Constable (Official)

DSSSB TGT (Natural Science)

(Official)

Held on
01 Jul 2024 (Shift 1)

20 Jun 2024 (Shift 1)

27 Dec 2024 (Shift 3)

02 Feb 2025
30 Nov 2024 (Shift 1)

03 Mar 2025 (Shift 3)

06 Sept 2025 (Shift The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act came

1)

Question

As of March 2024, who among the following is the
Chairperson of the National Green Tribunal?
National Green Tribunal has been established in which of the

following year?

National Air Quality Index (AQl) is launched by the

15 Dec 2024 government. (2) There are six AQl categories... (3) The index
considers eight pollutants... Which statements are correct?
On November 9, 2024, which city recorded the highest AQl
among Punjab, Haryana, and Chandigarh?

Which Union Ministry introduced the Water (Prevention and
05 Feb 2025 (Shift 3) Control of Pollution) Amendment Bill, 2024, in Parliament in

Feb 2024?

The National Green Tribunals has been established for
12 Mar 2025 (Shift 2) enforcement of environmental rights emanating from which

Article of the Constitution?

Which authority was strengthened in 2024 to enforce
13 Jun 2025 (Shift 2) penalties and green clearances under environmental

regulations?

According to CPCB, AQl category for IND-AQI range of 101—

200 is

Inferences: I. Vehicular pollutants can alter internal organs...
Il. Need to completely ban all vehicles...
India—Denmark collaborated to create a “smart laboratory on

clean rivers” in which city?

into force in which year?

Answer

Prakash Shrivastava

2010

(As per official options in paper)

Chandigarh

Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change

Article 21

Central Pollution Control Board

Moderate
Only inference | follows
Varanasi

1974



 Statements / S ©@%

* NGT issued notices to Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh over
reported sewage contamination of
drinking water and sought affidavits. /
NGT SRS, ST ATTUSTE
o EeE oS ESE Ve h, RkDls Y B Q
SEET ORI SRERSEIS

* NGT noted prima facie violations of the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and
the Water (Prevention and Control of
Pollution) Act, 1974, and also directed
CPCB to respond / NGT SEPA_1986 A
\Yater Act 1974 SSsRI«HIETE Tc § 59
& 3¢ BT E "CPCB S5 o~ L] 35‘%35?[
SUKS

 A) 1onlyB) 2 only C) Both 1 and 2 D)
Neither
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What is the Malayalam Language Bill, 2025?

What does the Bill entail? Has a similar Bill been tabled earlier in the Kerala legislature? Why has the Karnataka government opposed the Bill, describing it as

‘unconstitutional’? Does the Bill make Malayalam the mandatory first language across all schools in Kerala?

EXPLAINER
Sarath Babu George
Sharath S. Srivatsa
The story so far:
n October 6, 2025, the Kerala
government tabled the
Malayalam Language Bill, 2025
In the Kerala Legislative
Assembly. Three days later, the Bill was

passed following scrutiny by the Subject
Committee. The Bill now awaits the assent
of the Governor. However, the Karnataka
Government has expressed concerns over
the provisions of the Bill as it could hurt
the Kannada linguistic minority in Kerala.

What does the Bill entail?

The Malayalam Language Bill, 2025 seeks
to formally adopt Malayalam as the official
language of Kerala, and mandates its use
across government, education, judiclary,
public communication, commerce, and
the digital domain, subject to
constitutional provisions, Presently, the
State recognises both English and
Malayalam as official languages.
Malayalam will become the compulsory
first language in all government and aided
schools in Kerala up to Class 10, Steps will
also be adopted to translate all judgments
and court proceedings in a phased
manner. Besides, all Bills and Ordinances
will be introduced In Malayalam.

The draft law also intends to rename
the existing Personnel and Administrative
Redforms (Official Language) department
as the Malayalam Language Development
department. The government will also
constitute a Malayalam Language
Development Directorate under the
department. The Information Technology
department will be entrusted with
developing open source software and
accessories for the efficient use of
Makayalam language in the field of IT

Whit prompted its introduction?
Over a decade ago, the Kerala government
had introduced the Malayalam Language

[ -
Language dispute: A delegation fram the Kamataka Border Acea Development Authanity delegation
meets Kerala Governor Rajendra Arekar in Kasargod on Jaruary 7. THE HmDU

(Dissemination and Enrichment) Bill,
2015, which was ako Intended to adopt
Malayalam as the official language and be
used for all official purposes. Despite
being passed by the Kerala

Assembly, the Bill was referred to the
President who withheld assent.

The Bill was reserved for the
President’s consideration since it
contained provistons that contravened
the Official Languages Act, 1963. The
Central government also ratsed objections
regarding other provisions pertaining to
the rights of linguistic minorities; the
three language formula in accordance
with the national educational curriculum;
and provisions in the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Bducadon Act,

Why has Karnataka opposed the Bill?
Thelgzmmkamve_nmemhasopposed

-speaking
linguistic minority in Kerala, particularly
those residing in the border district of
Kasaragod. It has raised concerns over the
provision that proposes making
Malayalam the compulsory first language
in all schools across Kerala.

A delegation from the Karnataka
Border Area Development Authority
submitted a memorandum to Kerala
Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
on behalf of the Karnataka government,
secking his intervention to reject the Bill,
The petitioners contendied that linguistic
minority students in Kasaragod and other
Kannada-speaking regions of Xerala

currently study Kannada as their first
language in schools, The government
fears that this set-up will be disrupted.
The number of Kannada medium schools
In Kasargod district has already come
down from 197 to 192 in recent years, The
Karnataka government has also expressed
apprehension that implementing the Bill
mxawag)danddrmrefarmaddm
consequences and adversely impact the
Kannada language in general.

What has Kerala government said?
Law Minister P. Rajeeve, while tabling the
Bill, had emphasised that the Bill seeks 1o
protect the rights of linguistic minorities,
including citizens who consider Tamil,
Kannada, Tulu and Konkani as their
mother tongees. It contains specal
provisions for linguistic minorities, who
will be permitted 1o use their mother
tongues for correspondence with the
State government Secretariat, Heads of
Department and all local offices of the
State government situated in those areas,
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
that the Bill contains a clear and
unambiguous non-obstante cdlause in
Clause 7 that provides special provisions
to other State linguistic minorithes. He has
said that Kerala's Language policy is fully
aligned with the Official Languages Act,
1963, and Articles 346 and 347 (Articles
which lay out detalls regarding the
language to be used for official purposes),

What has been Karnataka's response?
Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has said that Karnataka will oppose the
Bill by exercising every constitutional
right available if the Bill in the current
form is not withdrawn. Kannada and
Culture Minister Shivaraj Tangadagi has
said that the Chief Minister was likely to
meet with the President in this matter.

Meanwhile, the Kamataka Border Area
Development Authority has said that it
wants amendments to the provisions of
the current Bill, the nature of which
would explicitly exempt
Kannada-speaking areas in Kasargod from
the ambit of the Bill.

THE GIST

v

The Malayalam Language Bill,
2025 seeks to formally adopt
Malayatam as the official
language of Kerala, and
mandates its use across
government, education,
judiciary, public

and the digital domain, subject
to constitutional provisions.
-

Law Minister P. Rajoeve, whilo
tabling the Bill, had
emphasised that the Bill seeks
to protect tha rights of
linguistic minorities, including
cizens who consider Tamil,
Kannada, Tulu and Konkani as
their mother tongues.

v

The Karnataka government has
opposed the Bill, describing it
as “unconstitutional™ and
contrary 1o the interests of the
Kannada-speaking linguistic
minority in Nerala, partiadarly
those residing in the bordaer
district of Kasaraged



 The Malayalam Language Bill, 2025 was tabled in the Kerala Legislative Assembly to formally

adopt Malayalam as the official language of Kerala.

HAATAH MTHT fA€RIas, 2025 B3 fAemTadT B HddTeiH B o3t bl TR ST Tlfid &34 & feg dor
fpar T

e The Bill mandates the use of Malayalam across government, education, judiciary, public
communication, commerce and the digital domain, subject to constitutional provisions.
Ig fadue IR, foran, —AruifadT, ardsifae Tur, afvisy 3ik fEfsieca &3 7 ey & 3TN &)
1farf g1ar 8, Jdenfad graeml & 3refiq|



Key Provisions [ YH3 UTaemq

Official Language Status

» Malayalam to be the official language of Kerala.

HoidTeH b Sh3el bl AErpIRes MTHT g1 TS|

Education

» Malayalam to become the compulsory first language in government and aided schools up to Class
10.
FHET 10 A TBRT T TETIdT U Ibeil # AAdTad AfFard werm Wrer gt

Administration & Judiciary

« Judgments, court proceedings, Bills and Ordinances to be gradually translated and used in
Malayalam.

=Tl & fAvfa, srfaE, fGdas g searcer paag 9 J Hadrad | g1

Institutional Changes

* Renaming of departments related to language administration and creation of a Malayalam Language
Development Directorate.
HIST & 38 faumit @1 garfa 3k aaaras vt fasr fAeenara &t wmaAr

Digital & IT Domain

« Promotion of open-source software and digital tools in Malayalam.

el g f3fsiew &3 7 aeraraw anenfid siu=-aR | RadER &) garar



Minority Protection Clause [ 3lc0d&ad J&I
e Linguistic minorities (Tamil, Kannada, Tulu, Konkani speakers) are allowed to use their mother
tongue for correspondence with government offices in designated areas.
WIS 3eTATh! (A, BT, o, Blbuil) Bl B &1 /A Ul ATGHTET A TRBRI AR o1 1A |
A non-obstante clause (Clause 7) provides special protection to linguistic minorities.

TR-319asi &MRT (ATt 7) MTHTRIT 3Teu—ieeh! Y fadty JRaf dt 21

Why Karnataka Opposed the Bill | ©dTed &1 faRer =iy

 The Government of Karnataka termed the Bill “unconstitutional” and against the interests of

Kannada-speaking minorities in Kerala, especially in Kasaragod.
FATcd TIBR A 5 AALNAS Fdld §T Bl A [AATDBR BRINE & B8 HIH AcI[TID] & fgdl & faog
HIATI

e Fear that making Malayalam the compulsory first language could disrupt existing Kannada-medium

education.

HeTATeTH bl 3TfFART Yo vTST g41 d do~18 HTeIH feram yifad g1 ol 31meidbTl



Kerala Government’s Stand / SSERT
CHUSAH 5d T

The Bill is aligned with the Official
Languages Act, 1963 and Articles
346 & 347 of the Constitution.

FTITEZRBE T 0

J

Objective is language protection,
not exclusion, with explicit
safeguards for minorities.

FES FE e WDEF au
SURT ¥ 2 & &% A HS j H
SHlesd Uig

J




Topic

Earlier Attempt

Constitutional Base

Education Link

Federal Issue

Fact (English)

A similar Malayalam language law
was passed in 2015 but withheld
Presidential assent

Articles 346-347 deal with official
language of states & inter-state
communication

Must comply with RTE Act, 2009
and National Education norms

Highlights inter-state linguistic
federalism

¢¥ (PFe)

SBE JWETET ST BN 35 &l
F9 SEHPE 5§ GUSPE SUGPERE

? BFSS TOG-COUTLLEED
SH SHRE T BRI

RTE 373S I Aololy 3T oAl
TS EHAG T SAS 3
il



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC CGL

IBPS PO

CDS

RRB NTPC

Date

28-05-2023

17-07-2022

23-10-2022

16-04-2023

12-01-2024

Question (English)

Which Articles of the
Constitution deal
with official language
of a State?

Official Languages
Act, 1963 is related
to which aspect?

Which body can give
assent to a State Bill
reserved for
consideration?

Linguistic minorities
are protected under
which Part of the
Constitution?

Kasaragod district is
located in which
state?

s0 (PFE)

SPHRAT S55A° &

AR

2 REE THSE
SHY SOHE FEIE

IR o UR

SHR SRS ST
QHAISIR 1963
£ TEERT U

F 6 YPRS cd
S ERie T GURER SIS

G & &R S
THERTS T § T
EGERF > U

SAQUEF FWE

Answer

Articles 346-347

Use of languages in
administration

President of India

Fundamental Rights

Kerala



* With reference to the Malayalam Language Bill, 2025, consider
the following statements:

* It makes Malayalam the compulsory first language in all
government and aided schools up to Class 10.

* It completely prohibits linguistic minorities from using their
mother tongue in official correspondence.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1 and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2



UP,ANDHRA PRADESH, KARNATAKA ENTER ‘LEADER’ CATEGORY

Maharashtra tops NITI's
export preparedness index

® Tamil Nadu and
Gujarat grab 2nd
and 3rd positions

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, January 14

MAHARASHTRA HAS
EMERGED as the top-perform-
ing state in NITI Aayog's
Export Preparedness Index
(EPI) 2024, reaffirming its
position as India’s leading
export hub.

With a score of 68.01, the
state ranked first among large
states, ahead of Tamil Nadu
(64.41) and Gujarat (64.02),
which secured second and
third positions respectively.

Other large states placed in
the ‘Leader’ category include
Uttar Pradesh,Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Punjab, and Telan-
gana, reflecting their growing
export potential. In contrast,
states such as Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Kerala and West Ben-
gal were classified as ‘Chal-
lengers,while Odisha,Chhattis-
garh, Rajasthan, Bihar and
Jharkhand featured among the
‘Aspirers)indicating theneed for
stronger policy support and
infrastructure upgrades.

Among smaller states and
Union Territories, Uttarak-
hand, Jammu and Kashmir,

-

& .. LEADERS & LAGGARDS

L] Rajasthan,’k =)

B Gujarat

P Maharashtra )

® Tamil Nadu

Ranking of states on
export preparedness
@ Top five W Bottom five

/ @ Uttar Pradesh
MBihar

e B Jharkhand
M Cdisha

W Chhattisgarh
@ Andhra Pradesh

and Nagaland led the rankings,
highlighting progress in build-
ing export ecosystems beyond
the major industrial states.
NITIAayogsaid theindexis
designed not merelyasa rank-
ing tool but as a diagnostic
framework to help statesiden-
tify gaps and adopt targeted
reforms. By encouraging com-
petitive federalism and data-
driven policymaking, the EPI
aims to strengthen India's
export competitiveness and

support the national goal of
expanding India’s share in
global trade.

The EPI 2024 evaluated the
export readiness and perfor-
mance of states and Union Ter-
ritories across four key pil-
lars—policy and governance,
export infrastructure, indus-
trial and innovation ecosys-
tem, and export perfor-
mance—using 70 parameters,
The framework also incorpo-
rates new dimensions such as

human capital, MSME ecosys-
tem, cost competmveness,
financial access,and macroeco-
nomic environment, making
the assessment more compre-
hensive than previous editions.

Maharashtra’s strong show-
ing is driven by its diversified
industrial base, robust logistics
and port connectivity,business-
friendly policies, and effective
export promotion mechanisms.
tain high export performance.

Aligned with India’s ambi-
tion of achieving $1 trillion in
merchandise exports by 2030
and the vision of “Viksit Bharat
@2047," the EPI 2024 evalu-
ates the readiness of States and
UTstocontributetothe nation's
global trade aspirations. The
Index underscores the impor-
tance of policy coherence and
collaboration between the cen-
treandstatesinbuildingacom-
petitive, resilient, and inclusive
trade environment.

“As India expands its net-
work of Free Trade and Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreements,
the importance of strong
domestic foundations only
grows. Forstates, this means fos-
tering ecosystems that can
respond to new opportuni-
ties, align with global stan-
dards,and build competitive-
ness across districts,” Niti
Aayog CEO BVR Subrah-
manyam said.



» Maharashtra emerged as the top-performing state in NITI Aayog Export Preparedness Index (EPI)

2024, reaffirming its status as India’s leading export hub.

HERTS; A Aifd 3mai & fFafa dardt gaawis (EPI) 2024 B ugaT RH wid fdan, 5ad yra & yge Fafd
&g &b FU H gHd! AT 7T g5

Top Rankings / 2fi¥ 3%
* 1st: Maharashtra (68.01 score)

YAH: HERTS; (68.01)
e 2nd: Tamil Nadu (64.41)

fgdla: afferrg (64.41)

» 3rd: Gujarat (64.02)
qet: R1d (64.02)

Leader Category States [ ‘wils?’ 20t & I
« Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Punjab, Telangana

IR U2, 3¢ U2, wATed, Utd, ddmAr

Other Categories | 31=1 Sforar

* Challengers: Madhya Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala, West Bengal
detsrd: wea weer, glRamon, e, ufean dmma

» Aspirers: Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand

TWRRY: 3ifen, sdiane, sk, f[deRr, sRus g

L,



Why Maharashtra Leads [ HERTS 31T &Rl

e Diversified industrial base, strong logistics & ports, business-friendly policies, effective export

promotion.

fafaer sfenfies sMeR, ASEd Aifoiedd T demg, JeT-fEdst Aifaar sk warat fAafa dagfa|

Purpose of EPI | EP| &1 3223

e Not just ranking, but a diagnostic tool to identify gaps and guide reforms.

Pbad b1 T8, gfccs BiFAY B UgaH g JUR & fdT TP f[AgHIHDB 3UBT
Methodology | BRIVIUTwT

e Assesses States/UTs across 4 pillars using ~70 parameters.

SITTHIT 70 HIFDT & AT 4 THT TR HeAh |



Pillar

Policy & Governance

Export Infrastructure

Industrial & Innovation
Ecosystem

Export Performance

Explanation (English)

Trade policy clarity, ease of doing
business

Ports, logistics, connectivity

MSMEs, clusters, innovation

Scale, diversification, growth

0d¢d &%e)

O el Setell g ed

EUONTENTa 3

RISGILF a¥l

R sc s



Topic

Index Objective

Coverage

New Dimensions

Federalism

Global Context

Fact (English)

Aligns with $1 trillion
exports target by 2030

States & UTs evaluated

Human capital, MSME
ecosystem, cost
competitiveness

Promotes competitive &
cooperative federalism

Supports India’s FTAs &
global trade integration

¢¥ (FFE)

FACH T3 THTABETS 25 TP
TE BB

TP B CoP © 5 BCea g
WEEEE

R Bl SIS SXIEl TV e
Fle] W

QUISTtR T Bie] R0 Gk 3Kic
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NITI Aayog Index

SDG India Index

Health Index (Large States)

Health Index (Small States)

Health Index (UTs)

State Energy & Climate Index (SECI)

Export Preparedness Index

Innovation Index (Major States)

Innovation Index (UTs / City States)

Fiscal Health Index

Logistics Ease Across Different States (LEADS)
Composite Water Management Index
Multidimensional Poverty Index (Lowest Poverty)
Aspirational Districts Programme (Overall Best)
School Education Quality Index (Latest Used)

North Eastern Region SDG Index

Women Entrepreneurship Ecosystem (WEP-linked assessment)

Urban SDG Index (Top City)

Year (Latest)
2024-25
2023-24
2023-24
2023-24
2024-25
2023-24
2023-24
2023-24
2024-25
2024-25
Latest Available
2024-25
Latest

Latest Reference
2024-25

2025

Latest

Topper State / UT
Kerala
Kerala
Mizoram
Chandigarh
Gujarat
Tamil Nadu
Karnataka
Delhi
Odisha
Gujarat
Gujarat

Kerala

Chamba (Himachal Pradesh)

Kerala
Mizoram
Tamil Nadu
Shimla




Index (Published / Relevant Year)

Fiscal Health Index 2025

Export Preparedness Index 2024
(Latest)

India Electric Mobility Index (IEMI)
2024

India Innovation Index (Latest

available)

SDG India Index (Latest Official:
2023-24)

Topper State [ UT

Odisha

Maharashtra

Delhi

Karnataka

Kerala (Composite)



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC CGL

IBPS PO

CDS

RRB NTPC

Date

28-05-2023

14-07-2022

23-10-2022

16-04-2023

12-01-2024

Question (English)

Which body releases
indices related to
cooperative federalism and
policy reforms in India?

NITI Aayog replaced which
institution?

Which index evaluates
states on export readiness
across multiple pillars?

NITI Aayog acts as: Think
tank / Regulator / Tribunal?

EPI is aimed at
strengthening which aspect
of the economy?

sO ¢rFg)

SRR G UTSSTER Gk kI
A PP SRIHES GIHR
@hLSHE SAT otk

AL

if:'WUﬁI'

S B SEQ
AT T IS HEET

cd L SHE Tobe
wwamang-
bIRETHIE S ST
Ui

SBE S TP v T G

EPI 0 &5
LA T BEG EO
ST 5F SO O

Answer

NITI Aayog

Planning Commission

Export Preparedness Index

Think Tank

Exports competitiveness



Q. With reference to the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2024, consider the following statements:

1. Maharashtra ranked first due to diversified industry and strong port-led logistics.

2. EPI evaluates states only on export performance outcomes and not on policy or infrastructure.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A.1only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2



Indian Passport in
Henley Passport

Index (2026)




Parameter

Index Name

Latest Edition

India’s Rank (2026)

Rank Change

India’s Rank (2025)

India’s Rank (2024)

Visa-free / Visa-on-arrival Access
Countries Sharing Same Rank
Nature of Improvement

Overall Trend

Details

Henley Passport Index
2026

80th

Climbed 5 places
85th

80th

55 destinations

Niger, Algeria

Incremental gains in international travel access

Modest recovery in global mobility




Aspect Detalls
Total Passports Ranked 199
Total Destinations Covered 227 countries & territories

Number of destinations accessible

Ranking Basis without prior visa

Official global travel & visa

Data Source databases

Ranking Type Relative global mobility strength



Point Fact

India’s mobility trend Improving but still mid-low tier

Best use in exam Rank-based current affairs question

Common trap Confusing visa-free count with rank

Key number to remember **Rank 80




Rank Country
Singapore
Japan
Germany
Italy

Spain
France
Netherlands

South Korea

© 00 N O U A W NN -

Sweden

[E
o

Finland



Country
Pakistan
Bangladesh
Nepal

Sri Lanka
Bhutan
Myanmar
China
Maldives

India

Rank
106
97
103
95
90
88
64
58
80



Consider the following statements:
In the 2026 Henley Passport Index, India ranked 80th.
Indian passport holders can access 55 destinations visa-free or with visa-on-arrival.

India improved its rank compared to both 2024 and 2025.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Tyler Prize for

Environmental
Achievement — 2026




Parameter
Award Name
Year
Awardee
Nationality

Field

Awarded For

Core Contribution

Significance

Details

Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement
2026

Toby Kiers

American

Evolutionary Biology

Revealing and transforming scientific understanding of
underground fungal (mycorrhizal) networks

Demonstrated the role of fungal networks in nutrient
exchange and climate regulation

Recognised as one of the most prestigious global
environmental awards



Aspect

What are mycorrhizae
Plant = Fungi exchange
Fungi - Plant exchange

Nature of relationship

Earlier perception

New understanding

Explanation

Symbiotic underground fungal networks
connected to plant roots

Carbon-rich sugars and fats

Essential nutrients like phosphorus and
nitrogen

Mutualistic (both benefit)

Passive helpers

Active, strategic partners in ecosystems



Before After

Fungi seen as secondary Fungi recognised as vital life-
organisms support systems

Limited ecological Central role in global carbon
importance cycle

Plant-centric ecosystem Network-based ecosystem

view understanding



Consider the following statements:

1. Toby Kiers was awarded the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement in 2026.
2. Mycorrhizal fungi help plants by supplying phosphorus and nitrogen.

3. Underground fungal networks contribute to global carbon sequestration.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.Tand 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



India’s BRICS
Presidency 2026




Parameter

Event

Date

Chair Country

BRICS Presidency Year
Announced By
Position of Announcer
Group

Years Since BRICS Formation

Details

Launch of BRICS Presidency 2026 Website and Logo
14 January 2026

India

2026

S. Jaishankar

External Affairs Minister of India

BRICS

20 years completed



Focus Area

Core Vision
Development Approach
Cooperation Areas
Global Context

Target Beneficiaries

Description

Harness collective strengths of
BRICS nations

Humanity-first and people-centric

Dialogue, practical cooperation,
Innovation

Rising international uncertainties

Emerging markets & developing
economies




Aspect

Details

Logo Text

BRICS India 2026

Guiding Motto

Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability

Symbolism

Unity, growth, inclusiveness, sustainability

Broader Message

Collective global welfare through cooperation




« = 1+ BIGDISCOUNT , » T ) » ¥
¥ @- -’ FESTIVALFOR*- &'y ‘W

4 MAKAR SAKRANTI
25%OFF

K-ES ot

"+ CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025 26 COMBO -

o2 * BY BHUNESH SIR | GET 25% |OFF CODE:B25|

<« INCLUDES: 14TH & 15T™ JANUARY 2026
G COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS) >
A » COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE S e
ALK . | JAN 2025-MAR 2026 e N
> . | | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS) .@#‘w —
.° FOR: 14TH & 15TH JANUARY 2026 ONLY 48 HOURS TO GET 70-80%MARKS IN EXAM =




Word of the day

Abstruse:
difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one
of ordinary understanding or knowledge

Word of the day

Extempore:
without prior preparation; with little or no
preparation or forethought

Synonyms: deep, recondite

Usage: some of the classic novels are too
abstruse for the younger generation.

Synonyms: ad-lib, impromptu,
off-the-cuff, offhand, unrehearsed

Usa ge: It was an extempore skit.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/abstrusepron

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ab'stiu:s/

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/extemporepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ek'stempaui/, /1ik'stempaii/
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