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Centre moots inter-State redistribution
of Lok Sabha seats based on 2011 Census
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Centre moots inter-State redistribution
of Lok Sabha seats based on 2011 Census

Govt. circulates drafts of Constitution

If proposals are accepted, share of Lok

Bills propose increase in size of Lok
Sabha to a maximum of 850 seats

Amendment Bill and Delimitation Bill Sabha seats of southern States will shrink
Varghese K, George — -
Sobhana K. Nair o P Tipplng the S(ales As delimitation of constituencies foe the Lok Sabha i to be carned out
NEW DELHI o> based o0 2011 Census, data show this could unevenly impact varous States/regions, especiaty the South

e
tates that have stabil- -
s ised their populs- Region
thons could see their fast

share of representation in -~ Hindi hearand
Parliament shrinking if = NerthEast
propasals In the drafts of a # the Hinc Noeth-NonHindl
Constitution  Amendment s share RS
Bill and a Delimitarion Bill West Begzal 3 West
circulated by the Centre RIS, b s Grand total
h'f"mc faw. . < — A ® Mo shomwy seots eovnid Jond ifue 1o the progaosed delinitanun wescis boped

The Bum Session is | CHANGE N SEATS on Census 01 2 papulation, when compared with tha! of o proportional increass
reconvening on mm) h- 0 —U inssaty. Redf depvces States that cobld lose seaty, Bliw shasws those with g
to consider the Constitu-
tion (131500 Amendment
Bill and the Delimitation  Stalin warns of Build consensus, | Dangerous shift: | Attempt to divide
Bill, which the government  massive protest | Revanth tells PM | Siddaramaiah India: Mamata
says are almed ar expedit-
ing the implementation of
33% reservation for wo-  TA Chief Minister M.K. Stafin Telangana Chief Minister A Karnataka Chief Minister West Bengal Chief Minister
men in the Lok Sabha and  wamed of 3 masshe protest Revanth Reddy wrote to Prime Skidaramalah oppased the Mamata Banenee on Tuesday
the State Assemblies, that would bring the State 1o a Minister Narerddra Modi, calling | proposal, saying *If nuserical sald that 8JP-led Union govt.

The Congress said the  standstill f the Centre decided | for a national corsensus on the | strength begins to determine has tabled the Delimitation Bil
govermment was using wo-  on delimitation propased rise in seats power, the need foe to divde West
men's reservation as a fa-  afecting southem and urging immediate broad- based Bengal and india
cade to railroad inter-State  States and offering Iimplementation of SUPPO across the at large. They are
redistribution of Lok Sab-  more political women's reservation country will daing it to gain
ha seats without consults-  power to northern without linking it to diminish. Thatis a | political mileage,
tion, and ahead of the 2029 States \l seat expansion = dangerous shift” she ssid.
general election. “We will Y
oppose this backdoor de-
limitation. We are 100% for  that “while the freeze of If these proposals are  stitutional scheme, Lok eral India,” said John Brit-
women’s reservation and  seats on the basis of popu-  enacted, the Hindi hear- Sabha seats are distributed  tas, CPIOM) MP,
demand lts immediate im-  lation figures of the 1971  dand States will see their  between States on the ba- The freeze on the read-

plementation  within the
existing strength of the Lok
Sabha and Assemblies,”
Congress MP Abhishek Ma-
nu Singhvi said. “In the
proposals there is not a
whisper of the repeated as-
surance by the govern-
ment that the InterState
seat distribution percen-
tages will remain intact.”
The proposals emphati-
cally seek to change the
seat distribution - indeed,
that is stated In the objects
and reasons of the Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill it-
self. The statement notes

Census served an impor-
tant policy purpose, the
country’s  demographic
profile has since under-
gone substantial changes,
as reflected in the popula-
thon figures of the latest pu-
blished census, Including
significant inter-State and
intra-State population
shifts” The draft Delimita-
tion Bill mandates that “it
shall be the duty of the
Commisslon to readjust,
on the basis of the lutest
census figures, the alloca
tion of seats in the House
of the People to the States.”

share of Lok Sabha seats
rise from 43.06% to
48.12%, while the southern
States will see theirs shrink
from 24.315% to 20.71%.

In combination, the Bilks
propase an inter-State re-
distribution of Lok Sabha
seats based on the latest
Census figures and an in-
crease in the size of the
Lok Sabha to a maximum
of 850 seats - 815 for States
and 35 for Union Territo-
ries — against the current
ceiling of 550, while carv-
ing out 33% for women,

Under the existing con-

sis of the 1971 Census and
within each State on the
basis of the 2001 Census,
Article 82 provides that
this arrangement will con-
tinue “until the refevant f-
gures for the first census
taken after the year 2026
have been published™,

The proposed amend-
ment removes this provi-

sion altogether,

Concerns on federalism
“The Bills being Intro-
duced in the name of wo-
men's reservation amount
to a death warrant for fed-

Justment of Lok Sabha
seats written into Articles
81 and 82 was bhased on a
political consensus nego-
tiated by BJP Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
2001 and enacted through
a constitutional amend-
ment. The Narendra Modi
government s now pro-
posing to remove that safe-
guard and effect an imme-
diate redistribution of Lok
Sabha seats based on the
latest Census - which, as of
now, is that of 2011,

The States of Tamil Na-
du, Kerala, Karnataka, Te-

langana, and Punjab had
demanded an extension of
the existing freeze for
another 25 years beyond
2026, Not only has that de-
mand been overlooked,
the Centre is seeking par-
limmentary approval for an
immediate redrawing of In-
dia’s map.
“Barely 36 hours before
Parllament  reconvenes,
without any mult-party
meetings, and with no at-
tempt to refer these Bills to
a parliamentary commit-
tee, the government |s try-
ing to unilarerally enforce
its wishes on the country.
This has nothing to do with
women's reservation and
everything to do with de
limitation for BjP's 2029
election plans,” Mr. Singhvi
said.

While all large States
will recelve some addition-
al seats in the Lok Sabha,
assuming all 815 permitted
seats are allocated, some
will see thelr strength rise
dramatically. Uttar Pra
desh will gain 58 seats over
its current 80, while Kerala
will gain only three, taking
it from 20 to 23, if 815 seats
are distributed according
to the 2011 population
distribution,

U.P's share of the Lok
Sabha will rise from H.73%
to 16.24%, while Keralas
will shrink from 3.68% to
2.7%. Bihar will move from
40 seats (7.37%) to 72 seats
(8.47%); Maharashtra from
48 to 78; and Tamil Nadu
from 39 1o 50 - a reduction
in its current share from
7.18% to 5.88%.

PM'S OPEN LETTER
» PAGE 4

foiToRIAL
»PAGES



- Tlpplng the SCa les As delimitation of constituencies for the Lok Sabha is to be carried out

.

J&K:3 ﬁ_;/l\:\»\ based on 2011 Census, data show this could unevenly impact various States/regions, especially the South
?
M

._'/

Kerala: -8

5

West Bengal: -2

Tamil Nadu: -11

CHANGE IN SEATS
|

The South’s share
in the delimited
Parliament

will fall from
24.3% to 20.7%,

while the Hindi
heartland’s share
will increase from
38.1%t043.1%

Region %. increase As a share As a share
in seats of 543 seats of 850 seats
East 48.7% 14.4% 13.7%
Hindi heartland 76.8% 38.1% 43.1%
North-East 33.3% 4.4% 3.8%
North-Non-Hindi 58.3% 4.4% 4.5%
South 33.3% 24.3% 20.7%
West 56.4% 14.3% 14.4%
Grand total 56.5% 100% 100%

® Map shows seats gained/lost due to the proposed delimitation exercise based
on Census 2011 population, when compared with that of a proportional increase
13 Inseats. Red depicts States that could lose seats, blue shows those with gains




The Central Government circulated drafts of Constitution Amendment Bill (131st)
and Delimitation Bill — proposing inter-State redistribution of Lok Sabha seats
based on 2011 Census data.

&g TRHR A Wi weireA fadaes (131af) 31k ufim fadaes & w6t uftanf@a fsg — 2011
SO 221 % TR U 3aR-od AIeaHT Hiel & YAfdavor &1 x|

Bills propose: Lok Sabha size increased to maximum 850 seats (815 for States + 35 for
UTs); 33% women's reservation carved out.

fairaa) &1 wxaTa: AEEIT BT 3R 3ifaddy 850 Hiel de aerar oy (3541 & fav 815 + UTs &
feig 35); 33% wfger smRaror Al

Southern states' share shrinks: South's share will fall from 24.3% to 20.7%; Hindi
heartland's share rises from 38.1% to 43.1%.

Zfaroft sl Bt fewdgrt wit: zferor Hf ffdardt 24.3% ¥ 20.7% da gt & writ geanyfa &t
38.1% A 43.1% d® a1 |

Strong opposition from southern Chief Ministers — MK Stalin (Tamil Nadu), A.
Revanth Reddy (Telangana), Siddaramaiah (Karnataka), Mamata Banerjee (West
Bengal).

afaroft gl &1 wer iRty — MK ®=1fed (afiemrg), A, Yda 3gt (@emmn), Rgriar (wfes),
HAAT gl (9feaH dmTe) |

Congress called it a "backdoor delimitation" using women's reservation as a "facade"
to railroad seat redistribution.

BT 3 3 AfEeT ARET B Y@ & BT N 39ANT B §Y "dFER IR A" Far

Bills brought to Budget Session reconvening on Thursday — "barely 36 hours before
Parliament reconvenes" — without multi-party meetings or committee referral.
farerges gsre 5 P THaR P! 5 & gl 93 #1977 — "H8E & G7: T A A1A 36 He Uga" — ag-
Eetg daep! a1 winfd Yeva & faar)



Currently, Lok Sabha has 543 seats allocated based on population data from 1971
Census — frozen by constitutional amendment until after 2026.

Jaq o, T o 543 W € S 1971 STANUMET &b SO 227 & 3THR W 37Tdfed — 2026 & d1¢
do GAUTHS G2 gIRT STHT|

Now the Centre wants to redraw these seats using 2011 Census data — giving more
seats to states that grew in population (mainly Hindi belt — UP, Bihar, Rajasthan, MP)
and reducing seats of states that controlled population (mainly South — Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra, Telangana).

37g g 2011 STANUMET ST BT 3TN BIeh g1 el Bl i J AT IATEdT & — STHEEAIT H §8 dTel ISl
&I 37feies IS (J@ad: fadl ugh) 3R S fdfad o arel I3 61 Hie &H BT

Southern states feel they are being "punished for good governance" — they

implemented family planning successfully, reducing their population growth, but now
stand to lose political representation as a result.

feroft It Y orar € fos 3= 31 2 & feig Efga” fhar s ver & — 3= uRar faieH
Hhdrgdds @] fbar aifds 31d ISt e UfdafAfee @i &1 @arT|

The bills are being rushed through Parliament without adequate consultation — raising
concerns about federal principles and democratic process.

ygfeg el & faaT Tae A faeae Stet atlRd fbu ST 38 & — e fagial 31k Aledifae fhar =
AU 3371 ST IE 2



Central government circulated drafts of Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill and
Delimitation Bill for Budget Session reconvening Thursday.

&g PR A WA (13137 Heivem) fadrass sifv afieditam fdass & 7l aore 53 H g e & oy
gftanfed fau
Bills' key proposals:

1. Remove the freeze on Lok Sabha seat redistribution based on 1971 Census
figures
Mandate delimitation using latest Census figures (2011 as of now)
Increase Lok Sabha size to maximum 850 seats (815 States + 35 UTs)

33% seats carved out for women from the increased total

ATl o

Inter-State redistribution of seats
ﬁ&}ua?fé:gwmra:
1. 1971 SHITUHT S TR W Hie QAT o A gemT
2. FATAH SATOEAT (306t 2011) 139G v UREHA AT
3. @THEHT TR ftsan 850 e da aerr
4. T T T A 33% Hie wfgensi & fag fuffa
5. el @ siar-3rsg gAfdavor
Current constitutional provision: Article 82 provides seats will be redistributed based
on first Census after 2026 — proposed amendment removes this safeguard entirely.

AT FANTTS WTaUT: 37E 82 — HIE 2026 3 AT TEw! SITUMET & HTUR W GAfdafid ghft —
e Home $ YR IUTT B G avE geran &

Process concern: Bills circulated "barely 36 hours before Parliament reconvenes" — no
multi-party meetings, no committee referral attempt.

witean faar: fadaes "H6e & g 93 & 71 36 He uga” uRanfad — $iE ag-aciia 36 78, P18
afafa e war g |



UP: +13 seats (current 80 > ~93; share rises from 14.73% to 16.24%)
Bihar: +32 seats (40> 72;7.37% - 8.47%)

Maharashtra: +30 seats (48 - 78)

Tamil Nadu: -11 seats (39 - ~28; share shrinks from 7.18% to 5.88%)
Kerala: -8 seats (20 - 12; share shrinks from 3.68% t0 2.7%)

West Bengal: -2 seats

J&K: +3 seats

Rajasthan: +8 seats



Constitutional freeze history:
e« 42nd Amendment (1976): Froze delimitation until 2000
« 84th Amendment (2001): Extended freeze until after 2026 Census
» Article 82: Mandates readjustment after first Census post-2026

o Current proposal: Remove this entirely; use 2011 Census now

Why 1971 Census was used: Political consensus to not penalise states implementing
family planning. The freeze preserved southern states' representation.

1971 SHTUTHT 41 3YANT: URAR A1 1] &3 dTel I1S41 B &fed 7 B3 Bl AT Tehfd |

Why 2021 Census not used: COVID delayed the 2021 Census — government using
2011 data instead of waiting.

2021 SHTUMET &R &1 COVID 7 2021 STHTUHT § &3t I — TRBR Fetel 3 gotr 2011 32T 39T
e

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (106th Amendment, 2023): Already passed —
requires Census + delimitation before implementation; current bill tries to use 2011
Census to fast-track this.

TRY 2Afert de siferfFam (1064 H2Med, 2023): Ugel A UTRd — BIAf~<d @ felg SHTOMAT + IREHT
3T D; AT faeies 3 dST B & feiq 2011 STATUHET BT 393N |



D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feig Y wgcaqui?

Federal balance: India's federal structure depends on states having adequate
representation — redistribution purely on population penalises demographically
responsible states.

HHR HGe: HRd bl HE1 AT 591 & qafe gfafifia i R

Principle of cooperative federalism: Constitution mandates that Centre-State
relations be cooperative — rushing through bills without consultation violates this
Spirit.

HEBR HedTS BT Rgid: Gl Se-1og Haul § HgdI 1 3reerdrs|

2029 election implications: Redrawn seats - significantly altered electoral arithmetic
- could entrench dominance of parties stronger in populous northern states.

2029 gATa fAfgaref: gifda e - weayuf Bu 3 geer gArdt sidford|

Family planning paradox: Southern states achieved demographic transition by
following government family planning advice — now being penalised for it.

IRaR fAaer faRrmima: gferoft st 3 IReR uRaR a1 TeTg &1 uTe fhar — 319 59 fag
&fgal

Tax devolution link: Finance Commission also uses population as a criterion — if
delimitation goes through, southern states may demand similar protection in Finance
Commission formula.

Y SEATAROT Y e 37T Y STHIAT B 7SS b BU B 3TN BT & |




History | gfdg/

India's Delimitation Commission history: 1952,1963, 1973, 2002 — four commissions;
each based on latest Census; 1976 freeze broke this pattern.

YR BT IRHTHT 31T 3fdgR™: 1952, 1963, 1973, 2002 — TR 31141T; 1976 &l b 7 39 Ue Pl
dreT

42nd Amendment (1976 — Indira Gandhi emergency era): Froze delimitation —
originally to incentivise family planning; states that reduced population would not lose
seats.

4291 HTHH (1976 — SR 3maTdesTet gm): TR STHIRIT — el B9 3 URaR Hais
HIcTfed B & fa|

84th Amendment (2001 — Vajpayee era): Extended freeze to post-2026 — political
consensus maintained across party lines.

84i H2AA (2001 — TTSTUZT T): e BT 2026 & F1E deb TSTAT — Goi 19 HIHT3AT b IR ST T
Ferfd|



Geography | Y

TFR (Total Fertility Rate) divide:

» Southern states: Kerala ~1.8, Tamil Nadu ~1.7, Karnataka ~1.9, Telangana ~1.8
— all below replacement (2.1)

e Northern states: UP ~2.4, Bihar ~3.0, Rajasthan ~2.0, MP ~2.0 — higher

TFR (F 95174 &) favrer: aferoft 3rs3: 1.7-1.9 (ufaweimy= 2.1 §&#H); 3adl: 2.0-3.0

Hindi heartland states gaining most: UP (+13), Bihar (+32), Rajasthan (+8) — all
populous northern states.

He 31feies @ 9 arel: UP, Bihar, Rajasthan — 3t SIHE@AT-81 3971 34 |

Southern states losing most: Tamil Nadu (-11), Kerala (-8) — despite economic

contributions.

HIH 3feis @ a1et: AfHeATg (-11), B (-8) |



Polity / Irsteawe

Article 81: Composition of Lok Sabha — maximum 550 seats (530 States + 20 UTs);
proposed to be increased to 850 (815 + 35).

HTEBE 81: FIHHIT B HIEHAT — Hfba 550 He; 850 A 98T &1 9|

Article 82: Parliament shall by law provide for readjustment of seats in Lok Sabha after
each Census; current freeze ends after 2026.

HIEBT 82: HHE T STV & d1& ATBHHT HIel &b GAHRTGIST BT STaHT Bt |

Article 170: State Assembly seat delimitation; same freeze mechanism.

HFEBT 170: 354 fauraT wie ufRdine; Far e @5

Article 330A (inserted by 106th Amendment 2023): Women's reservation in Lok
Sabha.

HTBT 330A (1063 Heire 2023 gRTAfFfAa): @y 3 7fgar smeror

Delimitation Commission Act, 2002: Constitutes Delimitation Commission; chaired
by retired SC judge; orders have force of law, cannot be challenged in courts.

gfftem s sifafaam, 2002: ufiedty sra a1 ew; darfiga SC =rardter Bt sregarar; snder
el ¥ gt a7 |

Federalism principles: Article 1 (India as Union of States); Seventh Schedule

(State/Centre/Concurrent Lists); Finance Commission (Articles 280-281); cooperative
federalism doctrine.

Huare figia: 33ed< 1; radt s fae sma (377282 280-281) |

Special majority requirement: Constitution Amendment Bill requires 2/3 majority of
members present AND voting + more than 50% of total membership (Article 368).
faQre agwa smaRaesar: 3Ufed 3R Haar & ATl Hewl &1 2/3 + Tel Fewqdl &1 50% H s
(37982 368) |

Ratification by States: Articles 81, 82, 170 changes may require ratification by at least

half the State Legislatures — this makes southern state opposition politically
significant.



Economy / 31efeqazan

Economic contribution vs representation paradox: Southern states (Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, Telangana) contribute disproportionately to India's GDP (~35%+)
but will have reduced parliamentary representation.

3n1fefes ATe 99T wfafafoe faRramirT: faroh 35T GDP &1 ~35%+ AT difdsd Gaera
yfafafec &9 gl

Finance Commission formula: Uses population as one criterion — 15th FC used 2011
population; southern states already getting less relative to their tax contributions.

farr 3TN G: STHHSAT Vb HIEE & U H; <fefoft IS bl Ul I 37 & AT & AT9e HH e
3T

Political economy: More seats in populous north - more political salience of northern

issues - policies potentially more tilted toward north (agricultural subsidies,
MGNREGS allocation, etc.).

ST srefegaza: 3ifed W - a3t gel B 3rfaes Aerifde URifiiear - faar Tvad: sife
IR-hI |



F3. Future Implications / ¥fd= & v

Best case: Wide consultations; compromise formula found (perhaps 2031 Census-
based delimitation after proper count); women's quota implemented on existing 543
seats first.

Hataq ulkged: amdds RHef; THEAT BT (IS 2031 SHTUMET-ATHTRA); Afgdr Blel gge Hisjar
543 Hiei R

Worst case: Bills passed by brute majority; constitutional challenge in SC; southern
states refuse to ratify; federal crisis; regional parties unite against Centre; 2029
elections fought on north-south divide.

A ERTE Ufig2y: agHd I UTRd; SC H Farufep TAldT; afervft sl o1 3rgame § e9eR; ety
Gabe; 2029 AT ITR-Ef&I0T faHTSTH TR |

Impact on BJP 2029: If seats realigned — UP gains 13, Bihar gains 32 - BJP's northern
strongholds gain more seats - potentially stronger majority even with similar vote

share.

BJP 2029 R Y4TEG: UP +13, Bihar +32 - YTSTUT & 30301 a1 &Y 378 AIe > U 1 SRR T Wt
HHTfdd B9 8 HoTgd dgHd |



Exam

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

Year

2024

2024

2022

2022

Question

How many Delimitation
Commissions have been
constituted by the
Government of India till
December 20237

Consider statements on
Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam: 1. Provisions
from 18th Lok Sabha 2.In
force for 15 years 3.
Reservation for SC Women
within SC quota. Which
correct?

Which constitutional
amendment extended the
freeze on delimitation until
after the 2026 Census?

The 42nd Constitutional
Amendment (1976) froze
delimitation primarily to:

Options

(a) Two (b) Four (c) Five
(d) Three

(a) 1&2 (b) 2 only (c) 2&3
(d) 1,23

(a) 42nd Amendment (b)
73rd Amendment (c) 84th
Amendment (d) 87th
Amendment

(a) Reduce election costs
(b) Wait for better census
data (c) Prevent states
that implemented family
planning from losing
seats (d) Simplify election
administration

{4 Answer

(b) Four — 1952,
1963, 1973, 2002

(c)2&3only —
Statement 1 wrong;
needs Census +
delimitation

(c) 84th
Amendment (2001)

(c) Prevent
demographic
success
penalisation



UPSC
CSE
Prelims

SSC
CGL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-2

2021

2024

2019

2022

Under which Article does
Parliament provide for
readjustment of seats in
Lok Sabha after each
Census?

The Nari Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam (2023) is which
Constitutional
Amendment?

Under Article 368 of the
Constitution, which of the
following cannot be
amended by Parliament?

"The delimitation exercise
based on the 2011 Census
could resultin a
fundamentally altered
federal balance in India."
Discuss the political,
constitutional and
sociological dimensions.

(a) Article 81 (b) Article
82 (c) Article 83 (d) Article
170

(a) 103rd (b) 104th (c)
105th (d) 106th

(a) Fundamental Rights
(b) Directive Principles (c)
Basic structure of
Constitution (d) Electoral
system

(Mains descriptive)

(b) Article 82

(d) 106th
Amendment

(c) Basic structure
— Kesavananda
Bharati doctrine

Key: Article 82, TFR
divide, 42nd/84th
Amendments,
Finance
Commission,
cooperative
federalism



9 UPPSC
Prelims

10 UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2025

2023

The proposed increase in
Lok Sabha seat strength to
850 is primarily to:

Orders of the Delimitation
Commission in India:

(a) Accommodate new
states (b) Increase
representation of UTs (c)
Implement 33% women's
reservation on a larger
base (d) Balance
population-based
representation

(a) Can be challenged in
High Courts (b) Can be
challenged in Supreme
Court (c) Require
Presidential assent (d)
Cannot be called in
question in any court

(c) Implement
women's
reservation

(d) Cannot be
challenged in
courts



Y e g e e e T T T e SRS R e e aN e L T b, SE 3 AT X I B S T AT =N

Consider the following statements about the proposed Constitution (131st Amendment)
Bill and Delimitation Bill (2026): W&arfad dfaam (1319 G2meA) faeras 31k ufdiye fatas
(2026) & 9R ¥ fA=fcfEd Al R fdaR &

1. The proposed Bills seek to conduct inter-State redistribution of Lok Sabha seats based
on 2011 Census data, removing the existing freeze. Uarfad faeads 2011 STATUMAT 82T &
TR R ATBIHT HIel BT 3-8 GATTARUT AT AT8d &, RIS[al I 82|

2. Under the proposed redistribution, the South's share of Lok Sabha seats will increase
from 24.3% to 20.7% while the Hindi Heartland's share will rise from 38.1% to 43.1%.
YRATIId GATIARUT &b dgd &feror Bl feriaRt 24.3% A gea 20.7% &T, STarfds fadl et geznifa &
38.1% ¥ 43.1% ad et |

3. The draft Delimitation Bill mandates that it shall be the duty of the Commission to
readjust, on the basis of the latest census figures, the allocation of seats in the House of

the People to the States. AAIET URIHA fatrges 3meer &dr & fds 31T &1 deded g fos Adaad
STTTUTAT 378l & 3TER IR ISA) b AT THel & 3fTded B TAHTSTd B |
4. Orders of the Delimitation Commission can be challenged before the Supreme Court

of India if they violate fundamental rights. TRIHA 31T & 3122 BT HRA & Hdled =~
& GHES AT & ST Hebd & IS d Aifeies PRI &l Ieei e PBd 2|
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Food worth %1.55 lakh cr. wasted annually

ach year, on March 30,

the world marks the

International Day of Zero

Waste, This year, the
theme is food waste, which is not
only timely but also an emergency
call for global attention to one of
the most painful contradictions of
our time: mountains of food going
waste even as millions go to bed
hungry and malnutrition prevails
across the globe.

The United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP)
Food Waste Index Report 2024
finds that the world wasted 1.05
billion tonnes of food -
inadequate post-harvest storage
capacities and households
accounting for 60% of it, food
services 28%, and retail 12%.
Beyond individual behaviour, the
scale of food loss reflects systemic
inefficiencies embedded in supply
chains, policy failures, and
consumption cultures that have

acceptable cost of abundance.

Yet, abundance is far from
universal; around 783 million
people still face hunger, and more
than 3.1 billion are unable to afford
a healthy diet. The coexistence of
a billion tonnes of wasted food
and a billion hungry stomachs is
not an irony; it is an indictment of
inefficiency and apathy.

India’s position in the global
picture is both consequential and
deeply uncomfortable, i
to the UNEP report, India ranks
second globally in food waste,
with 78-80 million tonnes of
post-harvest crop and food worth
.55 lakh crore wasted annually,
following China, which wastes an
estimated 108 million tonnes of
food per year. At the same time,
the U.S. wastes 24.7 million tonnes
annually. Japan, which is long
celebrated for its culture of
‘mottainai’ - a deep-rooted ethic
of zero waste, wastes merely 5.2
million tonnes of food annually.

The per capita picture is
equally revealing. Per capita
household food waste in India
stands at 55 kg annually, lower
than 73 kg in the U.S. and 75 kg in
Germany, The country ranks 11ith

AS. Mittal

Vice-Chairman,
Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning
Board

The coexistence
of a billion
tonnes of
wasted food and
a billion hungry
stomachs is not
an irony; it is an
indictment for
inefficiency and
apathy

out of 125 countries in the Global
Hunger Index and around 194
million of its people do not get
enough food. Food waste is not a
statkstic; It is stolen meals from
millions of mouths.

Punjab is a State that produces
enough to feed hundreds of
millions but then watches a
significant portion of that go o
waste before it reaches plates.
Food loss and waste in the State is
a significant issue, driven by
extreme weather events and
alarming levels of inefficiencies in
storage and logistics, With over
8,200 tonnes of foodgrains getting
spoiled in Food Corporation of
India storage facilities alone in the
State between 2019 and 2024, it is
the highest In India.

According to a NITI Aayog
report, post-harvest handling
inefficiencies - inadequate
covered storage facilities,
under-Investment in cold-chain
infrastructure and timely
mechanisation support, and the
lack of grading, standardisation,
and scientific packaging — are
major bottlenecks in Punjab.

Food waste is not merely a
human tragedy; it is an ecological

one. Food loss and waste account

waste were a country, it would be
the third-largest emitter of
greenhouse gases after China and
the U.S. Decompasing food in
landfills releases methane, which
has a warming potential many
times more than that of CO..
Every morsel wasted means lost
water, land, fuel, and hard work of
farmers. Producing one kilogram
of rice requires about 5,000 litres
of water. When that rice is thrown
away, the water is lost too, more
so for a State like Punjab which
faces depletion. In
and waste into national climate

human dignity at thelr centre. The
following are five credible and
sustainable ways in that direction:

Build the cold chain, break the
loss chain: India processes only
around 8% of its produce

compared to 65% of the US. and

States such as Punjab, Haryana,
and U.P., must be treated as food
security infrastructure, not an
optional investment.

Legislate against waste,
legislate for sharing: Several
European nations have made it
illegal for supermarkets to destroy
unsold edible food, mandating its
donation to food banks instead,
India needs a law to redistribute
surplus food, backed by tax
incentives for businesses and
institutions that donate.
Empower the farmer at the first
mile: Post-harvest loss begins at
the farm gate. Farmer-producer
organisations must be equipped
with mechanised drying, hermetic
storage bags, and mobile cold
units. The Jute Packaging Materials
In porous jute sacks, needs 1o be
urgently reviewed to allow
modern hermetic solutions.

Make waste visible, make
saving rewarding: India
currently has no consolidared

methodology, should be
introduced for large food
businesses, caterers, and
institutional kitchens.

Revive the ethic of treating
‘Anna (food) as sacred: Every
culture on this subcontinent has,
in its own way, treated food as
something to be revered — Anna
Brahma, food is god. It is the most
sustainable food philosophy ever
devised, Schools, communities,
and public institutions must
rekindle this ethic, not as refigious
instruction but as civic
responsibility.

Let's move from awareness to
collective action and make food
waste reduction a shared national
priority.




International Day of Zero Waste (March 30) theme this year: food waste — a global
emergency.

IARTET STIRY d¥e f&ad (30 |T=l) &1 59 av &1 fawy: Wrer 3rufersee — Udhs dfedds 3mmurd feifd|
UNEP Food Waste Index Report 2024: World wasted 1.05 billion tonnes of food
globally — households 60%, food services 28%, retail 12%.

UNEP @TeI 319fere Jadics Rulé 2024: faed v 1.05 fafda e visH gafe fdar — =R 60%, @re
AT 28%, FeT12% |

India ranks 2nd globally in food waste — wastes 78-80 million tonnes of post-

harvest crop and food worth ¥1.55 lakh crore annually.

WRd @ 31ufere § dfedds v U= g8 ¥ W — FITHT X1.55 71 @18 Hod Pl 78-80 fafera
T BUA-UITd 3T 3TR HieT gdi< |

India ranks 111th out 0f 125 countries in the Global Hunger Index — profound

contradiction.
YRA TAIdd 8TR $9a W 125 H F 1119 R IR — &7 feRTamT |
Food loss and waste account for 8-10% of global annual greenhouse gas emissions —

if food waste were a country, it would be the third-largest emitter after China and the
USA.

Qe g1 31 3rgferee dfedes arfies MagE3H T 3Tt BT 8-10% — IS @rer 319f2re Ueb 2 81T,
T g T 3R 3M BT & 1 TIRT 9 I81 I qSib g1dT |



Every year, India wastes food worth X1.55 lakh crore — this is food that could have fed
millions of hungry people. At the same time, India has 194 million people who don't get
enough food.

&I, YR X1.55 T &R1S G BT HIST deic Bl 8 — T dg HIST & Sil Al Y& oIl bl et
TobdT oI JT &), Rd § 194 fafera & gafd WisH 98t urd |

Food waste happens at multiple stages: at the farm (post-harvest losses due to poor

storage), during transport (poor cold chain), in markets, restaurants, and homes.

T 379fere s RO N BT &: W TR (WIS HSRUT b BRUT BHA-9LTd gIfdT), TRae & aRMH
(TRTE Ples ), ISTRI, T IR ERTH]

Food waste is not just a social tragedy — it's an environmental crisis. When food rots in
landfills, it releases methane — a greenhouse gas far more potent than CO.,

GTel 3T el Yob HTHTISIP ARIET el & — U8 Udb YATaRUNY Hebe & | STd HISTH oiefthal H JSdT &,
al {1 [Hebetdt 8 — CO, A el 31ferh Aferiemmedt T8 14|

Solutions include: building cold chain infrastructure, legislating against food waste,
helping farmers with better storage, tracking food waste through national databases,
and reviving cultural respect for food ("Anna Brahma").

THTLTA ¥ 2MTfHe &: Ples o7 gfHAATE 2T, @rer 3rdfere & faeg B, fham &Y dgar WeRvT, s
SCTe o HIEH  @Tel 37uferee &b, 3iR WISt o Ufd Hikplae T ("3 sTel") Bl JI5GR|



« India's food waste profile:
« 2nd globally in food waste (after China at ~108 million tonnes)
» 78-80 million tonnes of post-harvest crop and food wasted annually
» Worth ¥1.55 lakh crore annually

« Per capita household food waste: 55 kg/year (lower than USA's 73 kg or
Germany's 75 kg)

« Butranks 111th of 125 in Global Hunger Index
« 194 million people do not get enough food

« WA &1 @ Ui WHE:
o MfqPH TR WL (I ~108 ffdarza H am)
« 78-80 fafaa= za g
o F1.55E BANE o

« Global comparison:
* China: 108 million tonnes
« USA:24.7 million tonnes
« Japan: 5.2 million tonnes ("mottainai" culture of zero waste)

¢ India: 78-80 million tonnes

« Punjab case study:
« Punjab produces enough to feed hundreds of millions

» 8,200 tonnes of foodgrains spoiled in FCI storage (2019-2024) — highest in
India

« Major bottlenecks: inadequate covered storage, poor cold chain, lack of
grading/standardisation/scientific packaging



D2. Five Policy Solutions Proposed | UTa Sifaid THRMA

1. Build the cold chain, break the loss chain:

India processes only ~8% of its produce (vs USA 65%, China 23%)
National cold-chain mission needed — especially Punjab, Haryana, UP

Treat cold chain as food security infrastructure, not optional investment

HRA 3797 3TE, BT Bdd ~8% AT Bdl &; I 1T Blos-I fHLM a2 |

2. Legislate against waste, legislate for sharing:

Several European nations made it illegal for supermarkets to destroy
unsold edible food — mandating donation to food banks

India needs: law to redistribute surplus food + tax incentives for donating

businesses

B8 R 2T A GuRATHE &b Tl Q feHT feds @Ter ISt T8 &=AT 31 g |

3. Empower the farmer at the first mile:

Post-harvest loss begins at farm gate
Need: mechanised drying, hermetic storage bags, mobile cold units

Jute Packaging Materials Act (requires grain storage in porous jute sacks)
must be reviewed — allow modern hermetic solutions

S[e osfSiTT |t srfafaam b1 Fwiern smagads|



4. Make waste visible, make saving rewarding:

India has no consolidated national database tracking food waste at retail
and hospitality level
Mandatory food waste measurement and public reporting needed

Modelled on UNEP's Food Waste Index methodology — for large food
businesses, wedding caterers, institutional kitchens

VRA o U YT 3R 37fded TR WR ETeT 374fee ¢ e aTel] PIs Yeblpd I Serad
Tel |

5. Revive the ethic of treating 'Anna (food)' as sacred:

Every Indian culture treats food as something to be revered — Anna Brahma
(food is god)

Schools, communities, public institutions must rekindle this ethic as civic
responsibility not religious instruction

31 8] — MG 91 &; ATTR® fSTeRT & % H |



D6. Why Important for the World? / fd2a & fdiq o= wgearqui?

Climate: 8-10% of global GHG from food waste — addressing this is crucial for meeting
Paris Agreement targets.
STdry: dfedes GHG T 8-10% @Ter 379fere § — Paris Agreement @83l & foig Hgquf|

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger) and SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption): Food waste reduction
central to both.

SDG 2 (Y@ Hferd) 31k SDG 12 (™R 39T): @rer 3ruferee wHt Al & feig bl

Global food systems: India as world's largest rice exporter — food waste reduction has
implications for global food prices and security.

Afedrss @rer yonferaT: WRa T 981 A1ae fafdds — e sraferse St & dfeded @re geal i)
fAfgarel|



Polity / IrsTagaxT

« National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013: Provides 5 kg grain/month to 67% of
population at subsidised rates; but wastage in PDS supply chain significant.

o TS WTEr Y& e (NFSA), 2013: 67% 31E1E 1 5 fdbetl/ATE Ffedel arelt 31T |

« Right to Food: Supreme Court orders in PUCL vs UOI — right to food as part of Article
21; but food waste undermines this right by reducing available supply.

o  HISH F1 3fIBR: PUCL g1 UOI — 3185 21 & dad WTel &1 PR |

e Model Agricultural Land Leasing Act / Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC) reforms: Linked to reducing post-harvest losses by enabling direct farmer-to-
buyer sales.

e APMC UR: BHA-YETd &A1 Bl BH B b folQ fopd-H-BRieR Hi fershT |

« Essential Commodities Act (ECA): Governs storage limits — sometimes creates

perverse incentives for wastage.

o 3MTAYP g ATTIH (ECA): HeRUT 131 b fAfAd ear 21

» Jute Packaging Materials Act,1987: Mandates jute packaging for food grains — article
calls for review to allow hermetic storage.

o S YBfST AT fefiaw, 1987: @ren & forg s YsforT srfiard — getem b am



Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 2023 The"GlobalHunger (a) FAO and WFP (b) UNDPand (c) Welthungerhilfe
CSE Index" is published = WHO (c) Welthungerhilfe and and Concern
Prelims by: Concern Worldwide (d) World Worldwide
Bank and UNICEF
UPSC 2022 Withreference to (a) HQ in Geneva (b) HQin New  (c) Nairobi, Kenya —
CSE the United Nations  York (c) HQ in Nairobi, Kenya founded 1972, UNEP
Prelims Environment (d) HQin Vienna HQ
Programme
(UNEP), which of
the following is
correct?
UPSC 2020 TheSDGtarget12.3 (a) Reduce marine pollution by (c) Halve per capita
CSE relates to which of 50% (b) Achieve sustainable food waste by 2030
Prelims the following? forest management (c) Halve
per capita food waste by 2030
(d) Ensure universal access to
clean water
UPSC 2022 Food Corporationof (a) 1947 (b) 1951 (c¢) 1960 (d) (d) 1965
CSE India (FCI) was 1965
Prelims established in

which year?



UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-3

SSC
CGL
Tier1

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2019

2024

2024

2021

"What are the
reasons for poor
success of
foodgrain storage in
India? What steps
need to be taken to
address this issue?"

Which of the
following
greenhouse gases
has the highest
global warming
potential over a 20-
year period?

The National Food
Security Act (2013)
provides subsidised
food to what
percentage of
India's population?

With reference to
India's food
processing sector,
which of the
following
statements is
correct?

(Mains descriptive)

(a) CO, (b) CH, (Methane) (c)

N,O (d) CFCs

(a) 50% (b) 57% (c) 67% (d) 75%

(a) India processes 65% of its
agricultural produce (b) India is

the world's largest food

processor (c) India processes
only a small fraction (-8%) of
its agricultural produce
compared to developed nations
(d) India has surplus cold

storage infrastructure

Key: FCI limitations,
cold chain deficit,
Jute Act, APMC,
hermetic storage,
private investment

(b) CH, (Methane) —
~80x more potent
than CO, over 20
years

(c)67%

(¢) India processes
only ~8% compared
to USA 65%



10

BPSC
2025

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2025

2019

The International
Day of Zero Waste is
observed on:

"Mottainai" is a
concept associated
with:

(a) June S (b) March 22 (c)
March 30 (d) November 19

(a) Chinese economic model (b)
European Green Deal
philosophy (c) Japanese culture
of zero waste (d) Indian
Gandhian philosophy

(c) March 30

(c) Japanese culture
of zero waste



Consider the following statements about global and India food waste: df2a® 3R URA &
@rer 37fere & aR # fAAfdfEd HeE w fdar o

1. The UNEP Food Waste Index Report 2024 found that the world wasted 1.05 billion
tonnes of food, with households accounting for 60% of the waste. UNEP &Te1 3rgforse
gadbic Ra1é 2024 = yran fas faea A 1.05 fafaa e HisH gdie fasar, i eRe @ud 60% & fag
SR

2. India ranks 1st globally in food waste, wasting approximately 108 million tonnes of
food annually. WRd @&l 37912 § dfedes TR IR Ugel T/ W 8, M 17T 108 fAfeiad e visH
EEICEZGIE

3. Foodloss and waste account for 8-10% of global annual greenhouse gas emissions, and
if food waste were a country, it would be the third-largest GHG emitter. @Tel g1 3R
3qferse dfedes arfties MAEE3H 11 38 BT 8-10% &, 3R AfE @Ter 3r4feIee Uep o1 8T al diaRT
T 98T GHG 3csi<p T |

4. Japan, celebrated for its "mottainai" culture of zero waste, wastes merely 5.2 million

tonnes of food annually, far less than India. 3791 "AIdHTS" 2= 39T HEpfd b oy Ufhg
SITATH, "I e 5.2 fAfaa= 2 WIsH deie oedl 8, YRd 3 9gd HH|

Which of the statements given above are correct?



CHENNAL s www, el

» Wedieniliy, Apeil 10, 2020

Text&Context

THE™M@&mITINDU -

NEWS IN NUMBERs
Rallways to install

level crossing:

. =

write wfiae o fatnl J038 weslidund
Vargets hogh braffes wrusaigs asress 36

surge in March

5.3 [ e e
LR T
more then iy '

0, \

[ " 11y Mo
e vebime iy

4 foat 01 ghoes vt wf b
magirer s e Mrsiw

Mo AN
"
Amrican

arpsirins froen Al 20 1n May §, amin
wrsalins i Ve Ranath

India’

2ol will teke p-
1

fun. The
1wl Il farens from
Fra

Free dialysis nn wided

l 89. AN, 111
hoapItets 1 Ay A,
- 0 provedan nros

0 LAk frvn lyan e lonp 1 oot <

Mt

;l;nm( hile
ru.urd hi;,h,m Y26

I <rio0e. Ao
wholesuln hia
- nmvmulnu- 000§ 00

o A I PYLS, g & b0 A

ywar grwwth, ...m...‘ o the

nefian Arterl

urmrs All s

e vt les, by whwelnrs
.

sl Vb

Vallow us €0 g

ook om/ thehl

b M Xocom/the binda £

g

What are the legal consequences of piracy?

he beak o Dol e Jore NYeovesees bufore i eonkd ge a theateteal release conlshattret hah nmmm\ £ lm tha eakers 1 they are caughtand chatesbeeted,
(¥ Hce)

The Ill" v wo fari
1 Blow 10 the movi's produ
Vijiy-wlarTar i N,
mwuul by I anllv. Wi rocently
ol i "o e
m l reluse hine
WA

v,

:

Wil G

Thoe Luak Inilieton the
Ioptlhian bt e
ar ntencionally speead i
propke held by mnhoritson in

p——)
aw-u».l

CORTEton Wit the lak. MK gy
roush Wiewal downloady (s rampat, b
LR

i
WAt mn/,

apstally due o ney.

1w

Mlh (LY { ntolloceiial u:w,-.uw
l ‘I V Ahws, Dooks,

WOrk, SOCTHon

AU- i r. \I\ n)l |I||' pyright Ace pu»hlr
Biue oF up w0 €2 lakh and th
of imprisonmec. Wopaut offende
e |.m.m.» i

o

L € bk
‘on the A Nyt cuse in
o unlike practically every
o the iy wtarrer wins el
WAl fa s b
b Bothy (s e be

Thn In i
other Wy

valuw

Balancing faith and ecology

ot ey G 0 P

okl Wi
e 1l

[y o #hu 4
ARt cloud etarage ks &

Bow shd T, Toaked? How

’ ]
U0 arisdion prosect ageina
ol

"
T wremiming plattorms. This bs
once this Rappens, b spite of
Iy

"

it D fiiedind (o T

AT I ey o
"

(M) retorthom:
i i vidoss 0 Lt In chises o s
i -|Au||\y it doliny,

individual
'\uvlullr. Prunihiy
1 o 0L 4 1ive el abee
ST Alim, b ANYONE Wh Klteres § NN
Forward

Tl 1 N IV
Cytnor i Win wale

W M
e el

§ dcvmss
{ " ihe
current gold m...n....f‘u only thewt
roretoniig hive e movie - and it
o0 only in An avcrypred ard drive - i b
sy harder to copy. Invisibie nmd Ivuvlv
whellali woker vk b wralilis alidion
sandly Ieniify U perpermne If s £opy

are rivers taking the brunt?

I b obmeryes] by experts Ut eiioal otferbggs sceelernte mlerobbnl setiyiy i el adeing o poliution bosds

Bacs A

Sary wo tarl
20 Ay rutsons
the I

" sty i
ittty .Ilhlml oy bk
'&hlvnn-uu! Madrarnd, cnlen
Il whivr e Il (K)lb Hivws o
AWM T The BT Sl

eaceibed wered

unmu.u ol Al K.
g W

an e Hprma
Tho esdnt, whwie i tankes w
PO s

oid ut Uiy ing the rvee
Parlkenmin N

woutt
itwean

iy
concerne re

e (M Ti A
mlum ;m“lmlwl

Il gty
1Al res ‘lmlmml

wn v by

- vt 1%
iptend the ¢ TR0 cromM YAMCA Witk
Supgdy Sehurne O26-27), trgeting 1)
o childewn chrough schooks and
Au"vmwmh

Hvians args
Na

What APACLE OF P offor
o waus ORYRaIIN?

Thmigh cHRwraly virwest 4% plire,
anvironmeina anidbos shaw dhiry e

o have

CHEHY) bovwla ad e o

wwae, g v ) eharpsleetinnn of

iy ok pnrh Ay ek it s RS
VIO

Vudd by exports that il

gt el Wl
dharupiing biodiversiey.

©

« Nl MI m--nullml e
poRiied rver Actonclivs ecoun 71
Wk Wiy -.u..luy kv
Kcoadin .:.n l-nlhltulmm a

T/, Toee CID s &

that the Yamuna i n«nu T
Tovwls a high
0

|1~ not
iy &7 tnves

RULSTR ey
Atneniacng cony
e Nat ol i (ML
bt vusd ai \m..-qmm» "o i
elan beveds i e Y aalten Wil

Ot W b Wl

s
I raiiite And Rymiwelc

Fron RN

i
£ puablic
vn on ibresdy

pranlathont 1o the oreiont
oarm; uu NIFYIIG P

"
Wy Vi I weeks (o T

lla’s wovlnoimental baws

wk-l v
ally

AL'the apex fsval, the Suprame Gourt of
1tk b voviowedd cives lnvalving the
wieakening of environmsntal ssfegiinrds for
e AL
jopal funarmdab s Tl (dowaiitlinaey
Act u‘u‘v—!lllun il
b, ] b 21l
i WG IALAYAR O 4 €10A

from o Tggd i
s B kling o
MM LTIV P oot |
-
e con

rodibiby
oo with

0
fon Dl viddeon ln .4 'I
wapply ¢ B vieibly Wister inarkesd
for the "(A"‘(‘l ' reciplent, ¢ |n nu'k-ur "
VOIIONBNG. THECw b atch i watermnark

for Ko Maowagan, bt

forenale Clumes for Investigaton s 1o woro in
Aivhihiant, IF

e

l....l.m

K fienn 63 winel S tiown 634
O
Drowiite for fines of wd 10 22
Lakahy anel theon ywars of

fow

o wihwe
vouavad aiwd daL¥iivaLedd thie fins:

What b

iy

Aty <hnblongieus fur o salodt

complately wiperd from the

llrln-( Il'w 0NV, Uher weo several aitw
1w

e I n movie b
I

00 w0 calburd "
Illw Ail‘ln.l wlm work wit

oedurs cun b pamed wvien bufore s Bl (s
Baabeed, Iy anvtichpaton of o fim b

Il ihis obey mabe Ao ol e
happn

it hior, awee eaatilialy 1o

goironimantal protsction .4 Dinding

1y WA talanw od

" lhw-)um- 1he NUT ha
ol Imimarsion

lllul

g o v {
wnplicicly Vopnikaten
L e
satedary, Didian ¢ nmnm hal
o 4

frew Ailklv an

amolne .mu.nm. AL b

of pubilie hwalth. Yet,

e e e

Bormitivith
"

o " vy
Then NCE s agappllaond
ol poyn” anel precaion,
P R T D TN
ol Hinies.

-

offor r- ;ummm« i affeceive #
v minimisl practicas cre

AL, CONTIB0NN Polution lomd, my

ity ool i Ak Vit
ot e with an wveroge llv\llv faoufalt o2
it

Wil R LRI ), wiid o e
p-vl PRI AL b u.\u i
AR et ol nnulh! e ol
i iy, e hiding a public
Offierirugy, v oth Ly 'O prouk duy.

this Tigen t0 3,400 HErwa wind 14 100064 o
ucd that per capita limive
i I

wind dlive
-ln‘.n alite -I\—q unnwv .
K NN © mhm. faish,
-.uu. [

ol mellnctinl propeny
" h v
wi it I 2023,

Providen for n s (nger fine
%l fhvw sl gross nlget
ol

THE GasT




What are the legal consequences of piracy?

The leak of Tamil movie Jana Nayagan before it could get a theatrical release could attract harsh penalties for the leakers if they are caught and chargesheeted,

EXPLAINER

Aroon Deep

The story so far:
n a blow to the movie’s producers,
Vijay-starrer jana Nayagan,
directed by H. Vinoth, was recently
leaked online in its entirety in high
quality while its theatrical release has
been stuck in a limbo following issues
with censor certificate,

The leak indicates that someone with
legitimate access to the movie mishandled
or intentionally spread it further. Six
people have been held by authorities in
connection with the leak. Film piracy
through illegal downloads is rampant, but
it is less commen for content to become
available in the first place in such high
quality.

What are the laws on piracy? How
well are they enforced?

The Copyright Act, 1957, deals extensively
with infringement of intellectual property
such as movies, TV shows, books, articles,
and other creative work. Section 63 and
Section 63A of the Copyright Act provide
for fines of up to ¥2 lakh and three vears
of imprisonment. Repeat offenders can
receive those same penalties again for
each subsequent violation.

The Cinematograph Act, 1952, since its
amendment in 2023, provides for a much
larger fine: 5% of the audited gross budget
of a film. While the minimum fine is
decidedly smaller, judges may not look
too kindly on the Jana Nayagan case in
particular.

This is because unlike practically every
other film, the Vijay starrer was leaked
before it had a chance to release in
theatres, denting both its theatrical value

especially due to new amendments to the Cinematograph Act, 1952

Indiia is seen as a ‘notorious market’ owing to its anemic response to piracy €ases, FILE PHOTO

and home video rights valuation.

It is uncommon for film piracy cases to
be investigated and pursued with vigour.
India is consistently listed as a “notorious
market” by U.S. authorities, for instance,
for anemic responses to piracy.

However, considering the vast
spectrum of voices within the film
industry and political circles that has
come out in support of KVN Productions,
which bankrolled Jana Nayagan, this case
may be the subject of a more serious
investigation.

Judges have tended to focus more on
distributors in piracy and intellectual
rights cases than on individual infringers.
But depending on an individual
infringer’s behaviour, punishments can
end up hitting not just the original leaker
of the film, but anyone who shares a link
forward.

To boot, Tamil Nadu Police’s State
Cyber Crime Wing said in a press release

that those among the six arrested were
sharing cloud storage links to the film.

How did this movie get leaked? How
do studios protect against leaks?
Ordinarily, movies are only leaked to
pirates in high quality when they appear
on OTT streaming platforms. This is
because once this happens, in spite of
copy-resistant technologies employed by
these platforms, pirates have found ways
to defeat Digital Rights Management
(DRM) protections on such content, and
extract a video file that is close to the
original stream in quality and fidelity.

As such, withholding content access
from audiences at large altogether is the
current gold standard. If only theatre
projectionists have the movie - and that
too only in an encrypted hard drive ~ itis
much harder to copy. Invisible and barely
visible watermarking enables studios to
instantly identify the perpetrator if a copy

is made from a legitimate theatrical print.
That makes leaking an incredibly
unattractive prospect to people with
access to a movie,

It is common for full videos in a film’s
supply chain to be visibly watermarked
for the intended recipient, or to indicate a
versioning. There is such a watermark
for Jana Nayagan, but it is not yet clear if
the version circulating online has enough
forensic clues for investigators to zero in
on a specific individual. If carelessness
was involved, the harshest punishments
may go to the first few people who
received and distributed the film.

What happens if a movie has already
been leaked?

It is incredibly challenging for a leaked
film to be completely wiped from the
Internet. For one, there are several sites,
constantly changing their domain names
to evade judicial website blocking orders.
For another, private groups on messaging
apps like Telegram and protocols like
torrents, make the distribution of pirated
content harder to stem.

However, there still remains an
industry of so-called “anti-piracy” firms
like AiPlex who work with filmmakers,
sports broadcasters, and so on, to quickly
send copyright takedown notices to social
media platforms (who generally act
quickly on such alerts), and torrent sites
(some of whom accept and act on it).

It is also common for filmmakers to
approach courts for so-called "dynamic
injunctions” that allow them to constantly
provide High Courts with links to
non-compliant sites’ URLS, after which
they are blocked online. Some “John Doe*
orders can be passed even before a film is
leaked, in anticipation of a film becoming
available on such platforms were a leak to
happen.

THE GIST

It is incredibly challenging for
a leaked movie to be
completely wiped from the
internet

v

Section 63 and Section 634 of
the Copyright Act, 1957,
provide for fines of up to 12
lakh and three years of
imprisonment for infringement
of intellectual property

w

The Cinematograph Act, 1952,
since its amendment in 2023,
provides for a much larger fine:
5% of the audited gross budget
of a film

v

in the Jana Noyogan case, the
leak coming before its
theatrical release has dented
both its theatrical value and
home video rights valuation



Tamil movie Jana Nayagan (starring Vijay, directed by H. Vinoth) was leaked online in
high quality before its theatrical release — stuck in limbo due to censor certificate
issues.

et fle Jana Nayagan (fasrar srfita, H. famrer fidfera) farefeame Reftsr ¥ ugel siHaTsA 3w
TOTaT H wilep — HER Hifthdse Hel & BRUT 37|

Six people arrested in connection with the leak by Tamil Nadu Police's State Cyber
Crime Wing — for sharing cloud storage links to the film.

BE AN IRWIR — aeT138 TR feids AT &3 o T Q affierrg gfers o 350 HIgeR shrgH [ gRT|

Case highlights the Cinematograph Act 1952 (amended 2023) — provides for fine of
5% of audited gross budget of a film for piracy.

AT FEAHSTITS 3fafFam 1952 (2023 # H2ifed) P 3SR B3dT & — UrRE! & foig fioer &
3Hif$ee Abet gote BT 5% SJAMAT|

India is consistently listed as a "notorious market" by U.S. authorities for anemic

response to piracy.
YRA I TR 3R 31feebTRal gRTURRE! IR BHSIR Uidfshar & iy "H&ard deiR" & B9 §

Case raises questions about Digital Rights Management (DRM), watermarking

technology, and India's cyber law framework.

e fefSied Wged HAeme (DRM), aieRHT{BT deb-itds 3R YR & ATgeR b1 2l & g H FaTel
IS8




Film piracy means making a copy of a movie or distributing it without permission from
the copyright holder. It's a crime in India under multiple laws.

fe IR 7 372f € BTURTSE YR b1 31gAfd o feAT fooer &Y ufd g1 a1 fadaa 311 Jg HRa H
B BT & ded IR 2|

The Jana Nayagan leak is unusual because: (1) it leaked before theatrical release (most
leaks happen after OTT release); (2) it was in very high quality; (3) it has damaged the
film's commercial prospects significantly.

Jana Nayagan @lds 3T & ailfeb: (1) fagfeeret Reftst 3 ugd citdp; (2) Sgd 3= ToTerT H; (3)
e 1 ATaATIIs HHTGAT3N T HE YUl B0 H JHAT |

India has two main laws dealing with piracy: (1) Copyright Act 1957 (fines up to X2

lakh + 3 years imprisonment); (2) Cinematograph Act 1952 (amended 2023) (fine =
5% of film's audited gross budget — much larger).

YRA H YRRE § fue a1el & 4 H1: (1) BraRTse AffFam 1957 (2 @ + 3 1ie); (2)
e srfufaam 1952 (2023 H2iferd) (fser gs1e 315%) |

Despite laws, piracy persists because: pirated sites constantly change domain names to

evade blocking; Telegram and torrents make distribution very easy; once a movie is
online, it cannot be fully removed.

BT P FTaS]S ITIRET ST I & - ifdbs: UTIRCS HTgE &lfcsTT A o o folg S ATH Seetd] &;
Telegram 31R 2R faaRoT 3MAH dTd B |




D4. Why India is a "Notorious Market" [ YRd "$&ATd AR i &
« U.S.Trade Representative (USTR) annually publishes "Notorious Markets" list —
India consistently features for:
 Weak enforcement of piracy laws
» Inadequate investigation and prosecution

» Indiaseen as having "anemic response" to piracy

 USTR |AT@™I "Notorious Markets" it 9ebTfeld — HRd oIMTdR 2THe:
o UTIH! BIAI BT BHSIR Y
o i ST 3R e
» Distributors vs individual infringers: Judges tend to focus on distributors in piracy

and intellectual rights cases rather than individual infringers — making individual

cases harder to pursue.
o Tdaves g AfeRITd IeviaAddl: AT IRRET H feRiTTd Ieeiedbd 31 & goir fdavd! o e
bigd Bd 8|



D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feiq i #ecaqui?

Indian film industry economic size: Hindi film industry (Bollywood) alone was
~X19,500 crore market; South Indian films (especially Tamil, Telugu) increasingly
global; piracy causes billions in annual losses.

R fooed 32T 2} fooed 38T ~X19,500 BRIS; URIRE! & 3R4) &I arfvies g |

Employment: Film industry employs millions directly and indirectly — piracy reduces
revenue - fewer films - less employment.

AR e JENT o1 bl Ted &t 3R WRI&T U I ASTR; YRRHT IR BH Bl 8 |

IP protection: India's Intellectual Property (IP) framework — TRIPS compliance, India-
USA trade relations — piracy affects India's standing.

IP TREIVT: VR BT §ifges Wuer erar — TRIPS 31T, HRA-USA @TIR TaH |

Cyber law: Jana Nayagan case tests India's IT Act + Copyright Act + Cinematograph
Act framework — important precedent.

HISeR BTA: Jana Nayagan HIHAT HRA & [T 31fafFam + eidRrse sifafaad + faiemmes sifufiaq
T BT URT&IUT |



CBFC: Statutory body; under Ministry of I&B; Chairman appointed by Central
Government; certifies all films for public exhibition.

CBFC: 4T h1a; I1&B HATATd & T8 d; 3TeU8f tha TRBR GRT (g |
WTO TRIPS Agreement: 1994 (Uruguay Round); came into force 1995; Part of WTO
package; sets minimum IP standards globally.

WTO TRIPS IIAT: 1994 (357 I138); 1995 T TMTT; dfedes TR IR ~IAdH [P IS |

Berne Convention: 1886; administered by WIPO; automatic copyright protection
without registration in member countries.

g4 MH: 1886; WIPO gRT U2TAd; USTes’uT & faT Tamfeid hIaRTSe TRETUT|

WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization): UN agency; HQ Geneva;
administers global IP treaties.

WIPO: UN vaid}; HQ foiar; dfaes [P Ifear wonfad|

USTR Notorious Markets List: Annual report by U.S. Trade Representative listing
markets where IP enforcement is inadequate.

USTR Notorious Markets J@il: 3R maRr gfdaffe 61 arfifes Raré)



Exam Year Question Options Answer
UPSC 2022 The WIPO (World (a) New York (b) Vienna (¢) (c) Geneva
CSE Intellectual Property  Geneva (d) Brussels
Prelims Organization) is

headquartered in:
UPSC 2021 The "TRIPS (a) FAO (b) WHO (c) WTO (d) (¢) WTO — Trade-
CSE Agreement" is IMF Related Aspects of
Prelims associated with: Intellectual

Property Rights,
1994

UPSC 2020 Underthe Copyright  (a) 50 years (b) 60 years (c) 70 (b) 60 years
CSE Act, 1957, the years (d) Life of director + 60
Prelims copyrightina years

cinematograph film

lasts for how many

years from the date of

publication?
SSC 2024 The Central Boardof  (a) Culture (b) Tourism (c) (c) Ministry of
CGL Film Certification Information and Broadcasting  Information and
Tier1 (CBFC) functions (d) Home Affairs Broadcasting

under which

Ministry?
UPSC 2023 Under Section69A of (a) Imprisonment of (b) Blocking of
CSE the IT Act 2000, the cybercriminals (b) Blockingof ~ websites/online
Prelims Central Government  websites/online content (c) content

can order: Levy of fines on ISPs (d)

Prosecution of foreign entities



9

UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-3

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2018

2019

2025

2022

"Intellectual property
rights are considered
as a trade barrier in
international trade.
Discuss with
reference to India’s
pharmaceutical
industry and TRIPS."

The Berne
Convention (1886)
relates to:

The Cinematograph
Act was amended in
India to include anti-

piracy provisions with

fine amounting to
what percentage of
the film's audited
gross budget?

Which of the
following correctly
describes "John Doe"
orders in the context
of Indian intellectual
property law?

(Mains descriptive)

(a) Patents (b) Trademarks (c¢)
Copyright (d) Trade secrets

(a) 1% (b) 2% (c) 3% (d) 5%

(a) Orders against named
copyright infringers (b) Orders
against foreign piracy websites
(c) Orders against
unnamed/unidentified
infringers, often passed before
a film releases (d) Orders
requiring criminal arrest of
pirates

Key: Berne, TRIPS,
compulsory
licensing (Section
84 Patents Act),
generic drugs,
India-USA IP
tensions

(c) Copyright

(d) 5% — 2023
Cinematograph
Amendment

(c) Against
unnamed
infringers, often
pre-release



Consider the following statements about India's anti-piracy legal framework: HRd &

TR -fERTER BT 2 & AR ¥ fAfefEd BeAl w ffar &

1. Section 63 of the Copyright Act, 1957 provides for fines of up to X2 lakh and three years
of imprisonment for infringement of intellectual property. ®IaRIge IR, 1957 Bl URT
63 difge Huer 3eoied & feiv X2 o1 deb STHTMT 3R ol FTeT BRTATH BT WTqHT Bl ¢

2. The Cinematograph Act, 1952, since its amendment in 2023, provides for a fine of 5% of
the audited gross budget of a film for piracy. fGaHSUTS 3rfafaaH, 1952, 2023 H G2U H
1, IRIRE! b foi fibed & 371f$ee Hebel 912 BT 5% SIATHT HaH el & |

3. "John Doe" orders can be passed by courts only after a film has been pirated, not

before. "SI 81" 3T —ATATTAT GRT haet heH URINE &1 b €1, Ugel 7el, UTd fb T ST Tehd |

4. India is consistently listed as a "notorious market" by U.S. authorities for its inadequate

response to piracy cases. HRd &I e1TdR 3THRBT 31fadRAl gRT R AT UR 379aitd
gfafesar & feig "H&aTd TR" & BY H Gaildg fharSrdrg |

Which of the statements given above are correct?






Core proposal

Present strength of Lok Sabha

Why expansion is being
considered

Link with women’s reservation

Role of delimitation

Census base in proposal

Controversy [ Opposition concern

A proposal has been discussed to expand the strength of the Lok Sabha to around 850
seats. This is linked to the upcoming delimitation exercise and changing population
distribution.

At present, the elected strength is 543 seats. The Constitution allows a maximum
framework under Article 81, but actual seat allocation is decided by law and

delimitation.

The main reasons are: 1. Population growth since the last major readjustment, 2. Need
for fairer representation, 3. Implementation of women'’s reservation, and 4.

Adjustment of seats among states and Union Territories.

The increase in seats is seen as a way to implement 33% reservation for women in Lok
Sabha and state assemblies without sharply reducing opportunities for existing political

actors. This makes the policy politically easier to implement.

Delimitation means redrawing constituency boundaries and reallocating seats

according to population changes. It ensures the principle of equal representation.

The article indicates that the proposal is tied to a fresh delimitation exercise based on
the 2011 Census.

Several opposition parties argue that delimitation should be based on the 2021 Census

data, not the 2011 Census, since the 2021 Census has not yet been officially released.



Related constitutional bodies /

laws

Historical background

Why delimitation is politically

sensitive

Federal concern

Geographical dimension

Political significance

Administrative significance

Delimitation Commission plays a key role. It is usually set up by an Act of Parliament.
Its orders generally have the force of law and cannot easily be challenged in court.

India has carried out delimitation exercises in 1952, 1963, 1973, and 2002. The last
major delimitation was done on the basis of the 2001 Census, with the order
implemented in 2008.

States with higher population growth may gain more seats, while states that controlled
population growth may fear losing relative influence. This creates a North-South

political debate in India.

Southern and some western states often argue that they should not be “penalized” in
parliamentary representation for successful population control, while high-population

states argue that democracy requires seat share to reflect population reality.

Delimitation can significantly affect representation in large states such as Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, etc., while smaller states may see limited

change.

Expansion of Lok Sabha can reshape party strategy, coalition politics, regional power

balance, reservation politics, and parliamentary functioning.

More MPs may improve representational spread, but it may also raise issues of
parliamentary efficiency, infrastructure, seating, coordination, and debate

management.



GUIDE TO IRAN'S

SEA MINES

T“AT HAVE PARAI'YS or pressure sensors), and used for
STRAIT OF HORMUZ  tboth offensive & defensive purposes

DIFFERENT KINDS OF MINES
&
|

Drifting Mines: Float Remote-Controlled Mines:
on or just below surface, ~ Detonated on demand from a
moving with currents <f::ntrol stat‘ijqerf\,e:ften used
Bottom/Infl r coastal ce
Mines: Rest on
seafloor, triggered
tl:\ya;nsg:ll::'ir prssit‘::'re SRS
signature, making them m&ml I
harder to detect .

\ these explode when

physically struck

A sea (naval) mine is a self-contained, explosive devnce
placed in water to damage or sink ships and s
submarines. Unlike torpedoes, mines are —
hidden, inactive until triggered by contact A g

or proximity (magnetic, acoustic,

(
Limpet Mines:
Specialised mines
attached directly to a
ship’s hull by divers or
small boats, often
with magnetic fixings

Advanced, anchored
systems that can fire a
torpedo or rocket when
a target is detected.

Threat of Iran’s sea mines is closmg the Strait ofHormuz. Mam types m.as follows.

Maham-3: This moored mine
can be deployed in waters up to
100m deep. The mine rises along
its mooring cable and stabilises
just below the keel depth of
passing vessels. It is triggered
by acoustic sensors.

It has explosive charge of
120kg, detonating a few

metres from target

Maham-1: A traditional
moored mine. Maham-1 series
is much less sophisticated

than Maham-3. It is, however, a

serious threat to transiting ships
due to its large warhead

Maham-2: A bottom (sea floor)
mine, this type is much harder
to detect than moored mines.
Its warhead is of 320kg. It
needs to be in shallower

waters to have serious impact

Maham-6: This is a close copy
of classic Italian Manta bottom
mines that were used by
Iraq during the Iran war

Self-Propelled Mine: This
appears to be similar to Maham-2

but with a torpedo propulsion
unit. It is possibly intended for
submarine launch, but can easily
be launched from the shore.
Their range is 10-20 km. Iran
possibly has Chinese EM-56
self-propelled mine

Other Mines: Reports of Iran
importing EM-52 rocket mines
from China. A rocket-armed mine
is moored to the seabed. When

it detects a ship sailing overhead,
rocket is released, impacting

the bottom of the ship




‘India’s lines of destiny’: Modi opens
e-way, Delhi to Doon in 3 hours now

Kautilya.Singh
@timesofindia.com

Dehradun: PM Modi on Tu-
esday inaugurated the Rs
11,963-crore Delhi-Dehradun
expressway, a 213km high-spe-
ed corridor, which govt says
will cut travel time between
the two cities from around six
hoursto2.5-3hours.

Before the opening, Modi
offered prayers at Daat Kali
temple on the outskirts of
Dehradun, and later took
part in a 12-km roadshow in
the city. Addressing arally at
Dehradun’s Mahendra Gro-
und, he described transport
infrastructure as central to
national progress. “The lines
of destiny for a nation are its

Photo: PTI

> 6-lane expressway
goes via Baghpat,
Shamli and Saharanpur

corridor is Asia’s longest. fj
Eway has 6 animal & 2
elephant underpasses,
sound & light barriers

» 51km greenfield road
built to connect eway
with Haridwar

roads, highways, railways,
waterways and expresswa-
ys,” the PM said, adding that
India was rapidly building
such “lines of destiny” to ac-
celerate development.

The project, stretching

ASIA'S LONGEST WILDI.IFE CORRIDOR

wildlife corridor on the expressway’s
elevated section in Saharanpur

from Asharodi in Dehradun
to Akshardham in Delhi, fea-
tures al12km elevated wildlife
corridor between Asharodi
and Ganeshpur.

pContinued on P11



213 KILOMETRES, 10 BRIDGES
AND 16 ENTRY POINTS g o
Behat
Haridwar
?32.23 Saharanpur 1
core project Halgowa 4, ffoorkee e 4
approved 1 Bahadarabad
Karnal Deoband /
2021 T‘.tlﬂmn,o =
Tender : Muzzaffarnagar
approved,
land acquired,
foundation
stone laid
2022
Elevated
corridor work
started from
Asharodi to
Ganeshpur
2024 % =
et KEY HIGHLIGHTS OF PROJECT :
work gains Project cost Length Serviceroad  Elephant Animal Wayside Bridges
pace ﬂl,963 crore 213-km 76-km underpass 2 underpass® amenities12 10 :
2025 Vehicular e : i e Ly Asia’s longest elevated
E':‘?ézd underpass [REE: 4 1 wildlife corridor
rridor
work almost 113 12-km
completed, Bus Toll Tax
sherwors | sl 675 e v,
completed 62 % Telt'g?no for same day
2026 Entry ot
Project points s 51-km
complete, 16 ‘ greenfield road
inaugurated worth ¥2,095 crore to
by PM ROB connect route with
Narendra Modi 2 Haridwar




A quiz on International Day of Human Space Flight, obse

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION #1

On that date, 65 years ago,
Yuri Gagarin became the
first human in space. What
was the name of his
spacecraft and what
Russian word meaning
Let's go!' or 'We're off!" did
he utter that has become a
tradition among Russian
spacepersons.

A

QUESTION #2

What space first was
achieved by cosmonaut
Alexei Leonov on March 18,
19657

A

QUESTION #3

Name the cosmonaut who
holds the record for the
longest single,

CM

uninterrupted human
spaceflight at 437 days and
18 hours.

A

QUESTION #4

What is the 'Karman Line'
(named after
Hungarian-American
engineer and physicist
Theodore von Karman) in
the context of space
exploration?

A

QUESTION #5

Going to space once is a big
achievement. Jerry Ross and
Franklin Chang-Diaz hold the
record for most spaceflights.
How many?

A

QUESTION #6

Name the Chinese-built
space station that is the only
live space station apart from
the ISS.

Visual question: Name the Indian Air Force officer seen
with Rakesh Sharma who served as the backup
cosmonaut in 19847 FILE PHOTO

Answers to the previous

day’s daily quiz:

1. Name of Gagarin’s spacecraft and the
word meaning he uttered: Vostok 1
and Poyekhali

2. Alexei Leonov’s achievement: First
human spacewalk

3. Record for the longest uninterrupted
spaceflight: Valeri Polyakov

4. What is the ‘Karman Line’: Boundary
separating the earth’s atmosphere
from outer space

5. Record for most spaceflights: Seven
6. The Chinese-build spacestation:
Tiangong-1

Visual: The IAF officer who was backup
for Rakesh Sharma: Ravish Malhotra




THE DAILY QUIZ
Leonardo da Vinci was born on April 15, 1452. Here is a quiz on the arti:

Sindhu Nagaraj

A

QUESTION 1

Leonardo epitomised which worldview?

A

QUESTION 2

Which is his famous work which is regarded as
the world's most famous individual painting?
A

QUESTION 3

This painting depicts a nude man in two
overlapping standing positions, inscribed
within a circle and a square. Name the
painting.

A

QUESTION 4

Leonardo collaborated with which artist on
his The Baptism of Christ?

A

QUESTION S

The Museo Ideale Leonardo da Vinci is located | | 9 -

in which city in Italy? Identify this drawing. What is it called, and in which year it was done? FILE PHOTO

cM D ) .|
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Word of the day

Nadir:

an extreme state of adversity; the lowest point
of anything

Synonyms: hardship, rock bottom

Usa g€ The relationship between the two
countries reached a nadir in the 1920s

Pronunciation: /nediar/

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: newsth.live/nadir

Word of the day

Gambit: Aclever action intended to
achieve an advantage and usually involves
taking a risk

Synonyms: ploy, stratagem

Pronunciation: newsth.live/gambit

Usage: The agreement to hold a
referendum was a political gambit

International phonetic
alphabet: /geembit/
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