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BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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New Central fund to drive urban development

Centre allocates %1 lakh crore assistance;

government aid will cover 25% of project cost

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet
Ton Friday ap-
proved the launch

of the Urban Challenge
Fund (UCF), a new Central-
ly sponsored scheme of the
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Ministry with
lakh crore Central
assistance.

In a statement, the go-
vernment said the scheme
aimed to support “trans-
formative and bankable”
urban projects through a
competitive  “challenge
mode” as urban infrastruc-
ture could not be deve-
loped with public finance
alone.

Central assistance will
cover 25% of the project

costs, subject to raising a
minimum of 50% of the
project cost from the mar-
ket, including municipal
bonds, bank loans, and pu-
blic-private partnerships,
leading to an expected in-
vestment of ¥4 lakh crore
in the urban sector over
the next five years.

The fund will cover ci-
ties with a population of 10
lakh or more (based on
2025 estimates); all capi-
tals of States and Union
Territories; and major in-
dustrial cities with a popu-
lation of 1 lakh or more.

Focus on local bodies

Additionally, all urban lo-
cal bodies in hilly States
and northeastern States
and smaller urban local
bodies with a population

Fund seeks to bring to fruition govt.s vision of

resilient, inclusive, climate-responsive cities

Urban makeover

The Urban Challenge Fund seeks to leverage private participation
for a total investment of ¥4 lakh crore in the next five years

® The fund will be operational
from 2025-26 to 2030-31, with
an extendable implementation
period up to 2033-34

® A\ dedicated ¥5,000 crore
corpus to enhance the
creditworthiness of 4,223 cities

TYTYETYY

FEEYR Y

below 1lakh will be eligible
for support under the Cre-
dit Repayment Guarantee
Scheme.

The Fund marks a para-
digm shift in India’s urban

development  approach

T ll\.. »
i R T =

= All urban local bodies in hilly
States and in northeastern
States, and those with a
population below 1 lakh

will be eligible for support
under the Credit Repayment
Guarantee Scheme

~

from grant-based financing
to market-linked, reform-
driven, and outcome-
oriented  infrastructure
creation, the statement
said.

It will leverage market fi-

nance, private participa-
tion, and citizen-centric re-
forms for the delivery of
high-quality urban infras-
tructure.

It aims to build resilient,
productive, inclusive, and
climate-responsive cities,
positioning them as a key
driver of the country’s next
phase of economic growth,
the statement added.

The fund will be opera-
tional from the financial
year 2025-26 to 2030-31,
with an extendable imple-
mentation period up to
2033-34.

Cities as growth hubs

It gives effect to the govern-
ment’s vision, announced
in the Union Budget for
202526, to implement pro-
posals relating to “cities as

growth hubs”, “creative re-
development of cities”,
and “water and
sanitation”.

Projects will be selected
through a transparent and
competitive challenge
mode, ensuring support
for high-impact and re-
form-oriented proposals.
There will be a strong
thrust on reforms across
urban governance, market
and financial systems, op-
erational efficiency, and ur-
ban planning, the state-
ment said.

Private sector participa-
tion will be encouraged
through structured risk-
sharing frameworks and
benchmarking of service
delivery standards.

A dedicated 35,000
crore corpus will enhance

Cities with a population of 10 lakh or more
as well as all State capitals will be covered

the creditworthiness of
4,223 cities, including Tier
2 and Tier 3 cities, particu-
larly for first-time access to
market finance.

Under the Credit Repay-
ment Guarantee Scheme,
the Centre will provide a
guarantee of up to ¥7 crore
or 70% of the loan amount
(whichever is lower) for
first-time loans.

Upon successful repay-
ment of the first loan, a
Central guarantee of 7
crore or 50% of the loan
amount (whichever is low-
er) will be provided. This
will effectively support
projects of ¥20 crore for
the first time and ¥28 crore
for subsequent projects in
smaller cities.

In principle, all cities
will be covered under UCF.



What happened
« Union Cabinet approved launch of Urban Challenge Fund (UCF) with 21 lakh crore Central
assistance.
&g WBR A HdA deis1 B3 (UCF) Bl HRt &1, T 31 o &1 i gt Jgrar gt
Core objective
« To support transformative, bankable urban projects via a competitive “challenge mode”, not
only through regular public funding.
dast 7z & iRy uRadaert 3tk 6 ava ergdt ufkasnsh &) awel &A1, a1 Fad WRHR BiET R
fARara @
Funding pattern /| how money is mobilised
« Central grant to cover 25% of project cost, and cities/ULBs expected to raise at least ~50%
from the market (municipal bonds, bank loans, PPP etc.).
&g TEIAT IRASTAT @Td &7 25% 31T, 3R ULBs & 3rdef & f @ ~50% a1 31feias a5k 3 32
(RIfAfdud af-s, 4 &, PPP 31fc) |
Total investment push
« UCF aims to leverage private participation for ~%4 lakh crore total investment over next 5
years.
3Tt 5 96T H el ~T4 1A B & (A2 B fGTR/cast B BT w8d|
Which cities are covered
« 10 lakh+ population cities (based on 2025 estimates), all State/UT capitals, and major
industrial cities with 1 lakh+ population.
10 AT+ TGS aTet 2AER, Wt T /PBgenfla weeit &t srenfaat, 3k 1 @+ arEt are w™
3N 2R waR g



Special focus: smaller & difficult geographies
» Additional support for ULBs in hilly States, North-East, and smaller cities (<1 lakh population)
through a Credit Repayment Guarantee Scheme.
ugrst s, IWR-gd, 31k B2 g (<1 @) & fae $fee Rawe mRet whim & sk fady wamrman
Timeline
» Operational from FY 2025-26 to 2030-31, extendable implementation period up to 2033-34.
faw a¥ 2025-26 ¥ 2030-31 dd FaraA, 3R BRI 3rafe 2033-34 dd da18 AT JH1
Project selection approach
» Projects selected via transparent, competitive challenge mode, prioritising high-impact +
reform-oriented proposals.
ureRif a ufazaef dast \is & 997, Ioa WWTa + GER-3menf¥a ywaral &t wresfidsar
Reform thrust (what cities must improve)
« Reforms in urban governance, market/financial systems, operational efficiency, urban
planning, plus citizen-centric service delivery standards.
gt 2, faw e faxew, JtaReqa efbferedt, srda wnfan & guR; aniRe-diga Jar HAe @1
AT
Creditworthiness boost
» A dedicated ¥5,000 crore corpus to enhance creditworthiness of 4,223 cities, including Tier-
2/Tier-3 cities (especially first-time access to market finance).
25,000 6308 o1 fa2ly By 4,223 A B Bfscaefia 9gm &q; Tier-2/Tier-3 2Ug3 &1 ATdHE HBIgd
dd Ygd! 9R Ugd A HEg|



e Guarantee design (Credit Repayment Guarantee Scheme)

For first-time loans: Central guarantee up to 7 crore or 70% of loan amount (whichever is

lower).

Ugd! IR &I UR &g 7 BRAS AT & A BT 70% (31 BH &) dds TRet Sl

After successful repayment of first loan: Central guarantee up to %7 crore or 50% of loan
amount (whichever is lower) for subsequent projects in smaller cities.

Ul il FholdIgd e bl R 3Tail TR 8q (BIC A& ) dbg T7 BAS AT 50% (371 HH &) db
TRt M|

This structure can effectively support projects of about 220 crore (first time) and 28 crore

(subsequent) in smaller cities.

IUE T BIE A3 | AT 20 B3 (UEd! dR) 31k 28 BRIS (30Tt IR) bt URANSAT3N bt et
¥Y F U B2 Jbdl 2l



Topic

Urban Local Bodies (ULBS)

Ward Committees

Metropolitan Planning Committee

Municipal Bonds

PPP (Public-Private Partnership)

Credit Enhancement / Guarantees

Climate-resilient / climate-

responsive cities

High-yield facts

Constitutional backing via 74th Amendment (Part
IXA); functions in 12th Schedule

Provided under Article 243S; meant to improve ward-

level participation

Provided under Article 243ZE for metropolitan-area

planning

Debt raised by city/ULB for infra; improves
transparency/discipline but needs strong accounts &

revenue

Risk sharing + private efficiency; works best with clear
contracts, user charges, service benchmarks

Reduces lender risk; improves interest rates & access
to market borrowing

Focus on heat, floods, water security, sanitation;

resilient infrastructure + nature-based solutions

Exam pointers

Art. 243P-243ZG, 12th Schedule,
decentralisation

Often asked: Which Article?

population threshold?

Link with 74th Amendment; planning
coordination

Asked in Economy/Banking: “"Muni
bond issuer?” "Use case?”

UPSC mains: challenges—
renegotiation, regulatory capacity

UCF uses guarantee to unlock first-
time market finance

Link with SDGs (11), disaster mgmt,

urban planning



* Under the guarantee scheme for first-time loans,
Centre guarantees up to:

A. X7 crore or 70% of loan (whichever is lower)

B. X7 crore or 90% of loan (whichever is higher)

C. X70 crore or 7% of loan (whichever is lower)

D. 100% of loan
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How is U.S.-India trade deal being tweaked?

What are the areas that have come under scrutiny? Has India stopped buying Russian oil as

Donald Trump has claimed? What is happening in the agricultural sector? Has the reference to

pulses been removed from the draft? When is the formal agreement expected to be signed?

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:
he Interim Agreement between India
and the U,S. on trade has buoyed
Investor sentiment in India, especiaily
because of the prospect of tariffs on
Indtan exports to the US. reducing to 18%.
However, since the deal was announced through
a joint statement on February 7, the contours of
what it could include have been the source of
much ambiguity, This is especially true in four
brosd areas: oil, agriculture, and the
value of overall imports from the US.

What does the joint statement say?

The joint statement sald that the U.S. has agreed
to apply a reciprocal tariff of 18% on imports
from India. This would entall a reduction from
the existing 25%. The statement itself did not
mention the additional 25% penal tariff the U.S.
had levied on India for its imparts of Russian ofl.
However, US, President Donald Trump took to
social media saying that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had agreed to stop importing
Russian oll. Further, on February 6, Mr. Trump
Issued an executive order remeoving the 25%
penal tariff saying that “India has committed 1o
stop directly or indirectly importing Russian
Federation oil™, Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal has said that he expects the executive
order reducing the remaining 25% reciprocal
tariffs wo 18% 1o be issved this week.

In return for this reduction in reciprocal
tariffs, the joint statement said India has agreed
to remove tariffs on U.S, exports of “all US.
industrial goods and a wide range of U.S, food
and agricultural products”, which includes
Dried Distillers” Grains (DDGs), red sorghum for

Centre has
refused o
deny the
repeated
statements
by Trump
that Indka
has agreed
10 stop
buying

oll from
Russia

In rage: Members of trade unions hold banners during & natiarmaide strive 1o
protest an interim trade deal with the U.S. in New Delhi, on Februsry 12 &

animal feed, tree nuts, fresh and processed fruit,

sovbean oll, wine and spirits, and “additional

products”, Further, the joint statemnent sald that

India “intends to” buy $500 billion worth of LS.
energy products, urmftandarrraﬁmm,

ptechmmmlh.tcchmbgypmhm.

coking coal over the next five years.

What is the confusion over oil imports?
The confusion arises from the fact that the
Indin government has refused to categorically
deny the repeated statements by Mr, Trump and
senior officials of his administration that India
has agreed to stop buying oll from Russia. A
factsheet on the India-U.S, deal issued by the
White House also says the same,

While an analysis of government data up to
December 2025 shows that India's imports of
Russian oll had fallen to a 38-month Jow that
month, the government has not made clear s
pasition on Russian oil imports since then.
When asked about the issue, both Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal and Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Purl have directed all questions to the
Ministry of External Affairs. In repeated press
conferences, officials of the Mintstry of External
Affalrs have not answered direct “yes or no”
questions on whether India has committed to
reducing its Russian ofl imports. In a public
statement, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri said
earlier this week that India's enengy sourcing is
mndedbypnam.mlabiﬁty.mdmkshadd
not directly address the Russian

How will agriculture be affected?

The agriculture sector is another area that has
created a Jot of controversy, Opposition parties
have taken the wording of the joint statement,
which said India has agreed to climinate tariffs
on "a wide range of US. food and agricultural
proclucts”, to attack the government for hurting
the interests of India‘s farmers. Mr. Goyal,
through various press briefings and interviews,
including to The Hindu, made assurances that
Indian farmers had no reason to worry and that
all sensitive agricultural items and dairy would
be kept out of the deal.

While listing the various agricultural items
that were excluded from the deal, Mr. Goyul told
The Hindu that this would include “pulses in
which we are self-sufficient in India, like green

fore when the White House uploaded its fact
sheet. In the original version, the list of items on
which India had agreed to eliminate or reduce
tariffs inchucbed pulses. That version has since
been updated, with the reference to pulses
being removed.

On Friday, both Mr. Goyal and
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan released
separate video messages assuring farmers that
their interests would not be compromised in the
US. deal.

What about India's purchase of U.S. goods?
Mr. Trump's original poast on Truth Social said
that Prime Minister Modi had committed to
“buy American” in addition to $500 billion
wurth of energy, technology, agricultural, coal,
and “many other products”.

ﬂxej(imslamm while clarifying that

these purchases were to be spread over five

years, also said that it was an intention and did
not use the word commitment. However, the
White House factsheet again said that India had
committed to buying $500 billion worth of
goods from the U.S. The amended version now
also says this is an “intention”.

The $500 billion of imports of goods from the
US. will not overly concentrate on India's supply
chains towards the US., Mr. Goyal said in his
interview to The Hindu, He said that India
currently imports about $300 billion of
electronics, energy, parts for data centres and
semiconductors, and airplanes and their parts
from across the world. This amount, he sald, is
expected to grow to $2 trilllon in five years. So,
he argued that $500 hillion of this
from the U.S. would not entail any concentration
of Indla’s supply chains,

Why is there ambiguity over textile exports?
Once Mr. Trump signs the executive order
lowering India's reci| tariffs to 18% from
25%, the tariff on s textile exports too witl
fall to 18%, The sector wekcomed this with great
enthuskssm since the ULS. is a major export
destination for the sector and the earlier S0%
tariffs were hurting the industry.

However, just days after Incia and the US.
announced their deal, the U.S. and Bangladesh
also announced a trade deal. Under this deal,
Ba s exports to the US, would face

iffs of 19%. In addition, the agreement
inchudied a clause that specified that if
Bangladesh imports cotton from the U.S., then
the textiles exported using that cotton wouk!
face 0% duties in the U.S.

Opposition parties were quick to point out
that this would render Indian textile exporters
relatively uncompetitive even before India's deal
with the U.S. has been signed.

Now, however, Mr. Goyal has sald that Indian
textile exporters will receive the same benefits as
Bangladeshi textile exporters. That is, under the
Interim Agreement, if Indian textile makers

American cotton, then thelr exports to
the US. would attrace 0% tarltfs. This had not
been mentioned by him earlier, Mr. Goyal and
other officials of the Commerce Mintstry have
said that the formal agreement is expected to be
signed In mid-March. It is only after that that
mare details will be made clear.



e What's the issue

The U.S.-India interim trade agreement is being “tweaked/clarified” because key parts remain
ambiguous after the joint statement and subsequent claims.

3MRPBT-VRA 3idRH ATIR HEla & 3 FR 3ru €, 3T gre/azen § dadrd g Tsedl @S i1
R

o Tariff picture (main headline)

A reciprocal tariff level of 18% is at the centre of the discussion; it implies lowering from a

higher earlier level mentioned in the story.

gadd BT H&A feig 18% ATWIPGd SR 8, it Ugd B a1 G A BH &1 BT Adbd adT &

e Big confusion: Russian oil

U.S. side/Trump's claims suggest India agreed to stop buying Russian oil, but the Indian side
did not give a categorical “yes/no” publicly.

3MR®BI/Eu & gral B gl T fb YRd BT de BRIGAT ¢ BT, dfde- HRd bl 3R J T g/ 78l Bar
Tl

India’s stance highlighted: energy sourcing guided by pricing, availability, and risks, without

directly confirming any commitment on Russia.

YR BT T&f: 31l TG hifd, IUderdT 3R FfEH & MR R—1T R 1 “pfiecHe” oI gfe 98|



e Agriculture: political sensitivity
o Agriculture has become controversial; government messaging says farmers' interests won't be
compromised and sensitive items/dairy would be kept out.
HfY R fdarg &; TWHR BT T2 faml & f&d qRfeid, 3k daeaeie HfS/2at B! are @ S|
o Pulses reference: earlier drafts/fact-sheets reportedly mentioned pulses; updated version
indicates reference to pulses removed (as per the story).
STe) BT 3001 Ugat 3MTAT 2T; 379228 TXHRUT A STl bl AeH gea &l 91d Hel TS 2|
o Textiles: why ambiguity
o If U.S. tariffs on Indian textile exports fall, it benefits India; but the story notes a concern due to a
separate U.S.—Bangladesh arrangement and cotton-linked conditions that could affect
competitiveness.
3R YRAIT eeIsd IR SRW Tedl & d BRICT: dfde 3mMRepT—aiare?l &azel/mied-faas okl 3
ufdeaell IR 3R BT didbr 3ASCdl g+l
e India buying U.S. goods: $500 billion “intention”
» A figure of $500 billion of U.S. goods is described as an “intention” spread over 5 years, not a
hard “commitment” in the wording discussed.
$500 fafdara &t @RI B 5 auf 7 “ge/[" IdIIT 7T, “BfHche” 8l
e When final agreement may be signed

e The story indicates the formal agreement is expected around mid-March (as reported).

RUtE & IR situaniRes awsitar fis-Art & 39Uy 3rdferd g1



No tobacco, but
they still contain
harmful chemicals.® 3
At a time when
smoking causes

7 mn deaths per
year globally and
counting, any
misinformation or
ignorance can

be especially
damaging
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POSSIBLE
HARMFUL EFFECTS

Lung damage

Increased cancer risk
(lung, throat, oral)

Increased heart
disease risk

Chronic bronchitis
Respiratory infections
Airway inflammation

Loss of memory
and focus

Faridabad, says, “The smoke released
from herbal cigarettes can strike vital
physical parameters, potentially having
an adverse effect on your heart by
decreasing oxygen levelsand increasing
blood pressure”

“The smoke of herbal cigarettes can
be harmful for other vital organs like
liver, kidneyand brain too—the liverand
kidneys may be burnt out as they find
it harderto function, in filtering out the
toxic compounds. Over time, people
using herbal cigarettes may be
suffering from possible memory loss

and focus concerns,” Dr Goyal
furtherwarns.



BREYA DEB

YOU'RE TRYING TO quit smoking ciga
rottos, or at least alming to cut down on
how much you smoke, You may have
hoard some of your friendx and
acqualntanc talking about herbal
clgarettox ax a ‘safer’ altornative to the
rogularones

Sure, Lhese products are tobacco froe,
but they still contain harmful chomicaly
thiat can incre sur tak ol developing
cangororother health problem, xay doe
tors, Tobacco or not, the creeping trend
of amaking herbal clgaretton, coupled
nnh them being sold without th same

“Smwoke I inv harmful,
regardless says [y
Loveleen Mangla, senior consultant and
HOD, respiratory, critical car P
medicine, Metro Hospita), Faridabad

While Dr Mangla agrees that horbal
clgarette owing niche,"the idea
that they're healthier than regular clga
rettes s mostly a misconception”"The
products aro being marketed ax part of
the nicatine free Htestyle my ment,
rticularly to youngeradulis
% looking to Foduce or quit
traditional ¢, e, she adds

At a time when smoking causes 7
million deaths per year globally, accord
ing to the World Health Organization,
v kind of misinformation and lgno
rance can bo expoctally damaging.

Low safety quotient

Burning any plant matter g
tar, carbon monoxide, particulat
other toxic compounds — all of which
can damage the lun, 1 ralse cancer
and heart-disease risks, "Herbal ciga
rectes without tobacco still generate
many of these harmiul substance
ombustion,” explains Dy Mangla

Cortaln studies have founc
carcinogenic levels in herbal clgarett
ax in tobacco ones, Dr Mangla furthe x
explaing, "Rexearch hax shawn that
there's no significant reduction in car
« palycyelic
hydrocarbons and
oitrosamines) in horbal clgarettex than
the tobacco ones. That means people
wmoking herbal versions may inhale as
many harmrul chensicals as traditional
wnokers,” she adds.

Dy Arunachalam M, senlor consul
tant and HOD, pulmor
SuperSpecialty Hospital, N 5
Important point, “he main difference
15 that the In no nicotine, but the
damage to the lungs from smoking is
still there, Tn some cases, herbal ol
rettes may even have more
people think they are sater and take
decpert

Juxt lko xmoking rogular clgarettos,
herbalonesalso have signiticant short
term and long-term vhakes. "¢ oughing,
wore throat, chest tightness, shortnoxs
of breath, and worse, asthma or allor
glox are all short-term rinks” Hats Dr
Arunachalam Long term dlaka include
chiranie bronchitix, o lower luny
ity, muor splratory Infection
long-term aleway Inflammation, he
“Repeated exposure t
a the risk of lung damage
over time"With increased risk of lung,
throat, and oral cancers, there's a higher
rislcof heart disease and stroke, as well
as harm in preghancy and to people
exposed to second hand smoke,
he .Il|l|'
art attack and coranary heart d
fold higher f
ake bidix (a type of herbal ciga
| commaonly In certain south
Axtan countriox including India), the
Contors for Diseane Control and Proven
ton (CDC), US, says, citing studios done
In India, boca Ittle honlong
term effects hax been done in America
Thixwan stated in a research paper pub

No tobacco, but
they still contain

harmful chemicals.

At a time when
smoking cause

7 mn deaths per
year globally and
counting, any

misinformation or

ignorance can
be especially
damagin

’

Smokers’ myth
1 = safe

Herb

Ginseng
Cherry
Va o

Jasmine

a
Chamomjle v

Orieg Plants like clov,

Rose Petals,
other planee

Hished In the Jorrnal of

Chemical Hoalth Rixky (JCHE) tn 2024,
titled Herbal Smoke Deception: Hidden
Dangers Among Youth and the Urgent
Call for Regulation’,

Strousing on the multiple risks of
smoking, including borbal clgarottos, De
Gajinder Kumar Goyal, programime clin
ical director, Marengo Axia Hospltals,

POSSIBLE
HARMFUL EFFECTS

Lung damage

Increased cancer risk
(lung, throat, oral)

Incraased hoart
dismane risk

Chronic bronehitis
Resplratory infections

Alrway inflammation

55 Of mem
and focus

Faridabad, xays, "The xmoke reloased
from herbal clgarettes can strike vital
physical parametors, potantially having
an advorse effoct on your art by
docreasin, en levels and increasing

“IMhe stmoke of heybal cigarettes can
be harmful for other vital organs ke
Tver, Kidney and brain too - the liver and
kidneys may be burat out ax they find

Itharder to function, in filtering out the
Over time, people
be

toxic compound

using

suffering from possible mern

and focus concerns”
further warns.

ctLen

Dangors in disg)
Horhal clgarattes often have con
stituentsof seng, chervy, vanilla, jas
mine, menthol as well ax the damiana,
sharos Dr Goyal,"Thoy often have dried
plantx in them, like clove, mint, lemon
grass, ¢ momble, rose petaly, or othor
planty. Some of these herby might be
good foryou when you drink tea or take

medicine, but smoking them and
broathing them in takes away any by
s adds DrAra lam

"Growth Ix alsa tuelled by flavour
diversity, e-commerce avallability, and
wullnesx poxitioning in spa and wellbe
Ingeentres sheopines, Sheclaritios that
the abxence of nicotineg does not make
tho smoke kate, rathor, it just changes the
nature of the addiction

Dr Arunachalam sharex trom hix
experience that he has noted an inere
in the adoption of herbal clgarettos,
especially among young adults
fon that Dr Mangla ax well as Dre Goyal
echo. I have seen More patients, espe
clally younger ones, use horbal clgarette
rcause they think they ace safer,” says
Dr Avunachalam. *Matketing, soci
media, and the idea that 'natural’ prod
ucts are safe are all deiving the growth,
Some people use them to avold get
ting addicted to nicotin
got aro rules abo
smoking,
that there |
public knowledge aboyt
the rixks they poxe,
which makos the
dermand even highot.
otton ate
crafted to be devoid of
both nicotine and tobae

o,
bt they do generate considor

abloamounts of lotal particulate mattor
(TPM, commaonly known as ‘tar’) when

smoked, says the 2024 JCHI study.
Herbal cigarettes contained 30.9 mg
of TFM per cly e, 0N average,
whereas t ntalning cigarette
generated, on average, 89 mg TPM
per cigarette. Even the DNA damage
caused by smoking HSPs was similar
to that of conventional smaoking
products, which proves thelr hazardous
carcinogenic potential

Beware the risks

"I start with claritying the miscon
caption for patients that herbal s syn
onymous to healthy or xafe—and that
smoke xell causes lung and heart
harm,” sharex Dr Mangla. “Alongxide

—

acknowledging the patients’ Intent
to quit smoking, I also explain the
risks clearly and imend safer
quitting stratogios

ny for strat Dy Mangla
means nicotine-replacement tharapy,
preseription alds, counselling, and a
atructured quit plan.“U they Inxiat on
uning them, I tell them to minimise the
o et i clear
aquit date,and treat them axa temporary
Wtop - oL an asubatitute,” sh

“Herb, rettox are growing
mainly becan or p prion and
positioning, not beécause they're safer
sality. Natural or herbal, nicotine
welliness marbee nu,- unluwly.uul
il

ny:

le study done by the Oral
Health Sclence nre in Chandigarh,
which surveyed 1,044 records of
online mark i Ul
Ing horbal clgarettes in 2(
|..nn-nl|.urw..n.mL(m“..)
rotallwob pagos did
Juire any proot of age
before purchase, and just

2 29 stated ‘'not to be sold
to minor’. According to

the study, 43 wobkites

(5906) spelt out health bene

fitx in thelr product dexcrip

tlony, of which 4196 clalimed the
benefits to be baxed on complemaentary
medicine, cit such T
(33 ton ald (40 ), a stresy relle
(19%), and 1o ¢ase re .pu;u.-n yaymp
Loms, includin 19(15
Dr Arunachalam ady
awafeness campaigns on the subject
ueh campaigns should malke It clear
that smoke from any source is bad for
hould be required that herbal
s have warning labe
Doctars, schools, and the media should
be honest about the risk
Including herbal ¢ to talke
about tobaceo control will also help clear
up any confurion."Getting help from
family and healthcare professionals i
very important for quitt »

fully,” he addx.




« Core message
e "Herbal cigarettes” may be tobacco-free, but they are not chemical-free and not safe.

rede e A da1g 7 &) TobdT &, Afth & FrIAT & Jord 781 gt 31k JRferd 78t &1
e« Why the “safe"” belief is a myth
e Burning any plant material produces tar, carbon monoxide, fine particles, and toxic
compounds that can harm lungs and raise cancer/heart risks.
fasait Wit dtel/sTEl-get B T R 2R, B AIAI3iaIgs, g&a woT 3k fada ugref g9d 8—3it Bws! &l
B 3R FIR/geT W Ford &
e "“No nicotine” # "no harm”; smoke itself damages airways and organs.
"fIPBIEH Tgl" BT AdoTd "JHAT Agl"; &3 Fq T4 dF Bl ThA Ugdrdl &l
o Hidden risk: deeper inhalation

e Because people think it's safer, they may inhale deeper/longer, increasing exposure to harmful

smoke.

IRfera ISR TN SATGT TERNS /AT R dP B2 Ad &, I THIH 96 JhdT &l

e Short-term harms
e Cough, sore throat, chest tightness, breathlessness; asthmaj/allergy flare-ups can occur.

i, M1 TR, T | SThe, Ji HoT; GHI/TdASI 96 bl



e Long-term harms
e Chronic bronchitis, reduced lung capacity, repeated respiratory infections, airway inflammation;

higher risk of cancers (lung/throat/oral) and heart disease/stroke.
BID Sibrgicd, BHS! B HAT BH, TR-TR TAHHUT, ARIATT H Y319; Bhs/Tal/Hg &b HIR a1 gad
AR BT FTH 9 JbdT &
e Second-hand smoke also harms others; pregnancy exposure is risky.
A Fa BT A TR b1 Wi Fooam; mifazen & S gedr 2|
e What the article highlights about public health

e Smoking causes millions of deaths globally each year; misinformation about “safer smoking”

can be particularly damaging.
YU & &R A g1 A e /fAfaa=a |id gid &; A6 b1 YA THAH daidl &l
e Common "herbal” variants mentioned
e Examples: ginseng, cherry, menthol, vanilla, jasmine, mint, chamomile, lemongrass, clove/rose

petals and other plant mixes.

3TER0T: foi=aT, T3, HelTd, a-tan, St fie, BHMTSH, AF=uE, @i/Ted & agfsar s Ao



* “Herbal cigarette is safe because it has no tobacco” is
best described as:

A) Correct because no nicotine means no harm

B) Myth because combustion smoke still contains
harmful toxicants

C) Correct only for heart disease prevention

D) Correct if it smells pleasant




Predicting a good
social life? First,
look at your parents

Close relationships with family during teenage
years could lead to a rich network of friendships

EMILY BAUMGAERTNER NUNN

TO MANY TEENS, nothing sounds worse
than hanging out with their parents.

But what if family bonds during ado-
lescence meant abettersocial life down the
line? A study published in the journal JAMA
Pediatrics found that a close, nurturing
relationship with parents during middle
and highschool wasassociated with avari-
ety of positive social metrics up to
twodecades later,

Researchers looked at six
outcomes, such as having

three or more close friends STRONG FAMILY
orsocialising at leastonce SRy S0 I8 a8y

a week. They found that
high social connection in
adulthood was more than
twice as common among
those who had felt the
strongest family ties in youth,
compared with those who had felt

the weakest. “We tend to think of adult
loneliness or low social connectedness as
byproducts of individual choice oradult
social structures,” said Andrew Garner,a
pediatrician and researcher at Case West-
ern Reserve University, who was not
involved in the research. This study,on the
other hand,“forces us to think develop-
mentally” Historically, social development
research has relied on participants recall-
ing their childhoods,a method pronetothe
fallibility of memory. Naturalistic studies
that track subjects in real time are rare.
“Two decades of information gives usa
greater sense of the truth,” said David

Willls, a professor of pediatrics at George-
town University, who was not involved in
the study.

In their early years, the participants
rated how much their family members
understood them, howmuch fun they had
together,and whether they felt cared for
and wanted, among other metrics.
Whitakerand his colleagues averaged each
of the 7,018 participants'various answers
into individual “family connection

scores,” then grouped the partici-
pants into quartiles. When the
adolescents became adults,

they were asked about
the structure, function
and quality of various social
connections.

After controlling forcon-
founding variables such as
race, gender, and parental edu-
cation levels, the team found that
adolescents in the highest quartile of
family connection scores hada prevalence
of highsocial connection inadulthood that
was 23.4 percentage points greater than
that of those in the lowest quartile.

Only 16.1% of adolescents in the low-
estquartile of family connection ended up
with high social connection inadulthood;
229% of those in the second-lowest quar-
tile; 28.6% of those in the third-lowest
quartile; and 39.5% of those in the high-
est quartile. "Alot happens between 16
and 37,"Whitaker said. “Life is compli-
cated. So to have something that still
shows upasameaningful association over
20 years is powerful” —NYT



e Mainidea
e Teen years: strong, close relationship with parents/family can predict a better social life in
adulthood.
fdseiRTazen A AraT-fAar/alRar @ Hstga RRear 3 Idd dgdr AHIfGId it BT Adbdd &l Jbdl &
e What the study found (key outcomes)
e Teens with stronger family bonds were more than twice as likely to have high social

connections as adults.
{5 fopeiR & uRarR A Ade AaTgd &, d 93 ElaR high social connections U @1 2 TAT+ JHTEGAT 3Fd
O

e Researchers looked at outcomes like having 3+ close friends or socialising at least once a
week (and related social metrics).
RUTHT & 3+ dddt GRd &1 T g0 A BH A BH 1 IR fAEA1-Fo=1 313 Adbad nfAa 2

e How it was measured

e Participants rated whether family understood them, spent time together, and whether they felt
cared for and wanted - a “family connection score”.
URAR GHEIdT &, T1ef IH fdardr &, 31k SMTe /319919 HEgd €1dT & a1 81— “family connection
score” g-T|

e 7,018 participants were grouped into 4 quartiles (lowest = highest family connection).
7,018 UfauTfiiY Y family score & 38R 4R 4 THE! (quartiles) & dleT 71T



« Numbers (quartiles = adult high social connection)
« Lowest quartile: 16.1%
HGA BH IHE: 16.1%
» Second-lowest: 22.0%
G HHE: 22.0%
» Third: 28.6%
dERT AHE: 28.6%
« Highest quartile: 39.5%
Jqd 591 IHE: 39.5%
« Difference (highest vs lowest): +23.4 percentage points.
3R (TR FHa1 9419 g4 BH): +23.4 ufderd 3 |
« Important nuance (what this does/doesn’t prove)
» This shows a strong association over ~two decades; it doesn't automatically prove perfect
“cause”.
UE T 20 T ddb 91 HaTgd Hae (association) fGETdT 8; I8 & HHA H “@RUI-uRumi” (cause)
fag =&l &
« The analysis accounts for factors like race, gender, parental education (i.e., controls for
confounders).
Sfa g, Az, Arar-faar @1 f2ign 3 BR®! &1 [AfFd (control) 3 Wi g ddy e
» Big takeaway
» Adult loneliness/social network quality isn't only “personal choice”; early family environment
matters.

JABAT B HBATIA/SReA BT Aead 8% “a@fada uie” 7&l; Q& 3mdt miRaRes wgt Wt as1 &Rt 81



To drive startup eco system, Cabinet
gives nod to set up 310,000cr fund

iStock

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Cabinet has
approved the launch of Ur-
ban Challenge Fund with to-
tal central assistance of Rs 1
lakh crore over five years, to
help states tackle the day-to-
day challenges of rapid ur-
banisation and steer creative
redevelopment of cities, posi-
tioning them as growth hubs.
It also approved establish-
ment of Startup India Fund
of Funds 2.0 with a corpus of
Rs 10,000 crore to mobilise
venture capital for the star-
tup ecosystem in the country.

Announcing the deci-
sions, I&B minister Ashwini
Vaishnav said UCF will focus
oncreativeredevelopment of
cities, developing them as
growth hubs and strengthen-
ing water and sanitation sys-
tems todrive transformative,
market-linked urban infras-

GROWTH HUBS

tructure creation. The Cen-
tre-sponsored scheme was
announced in 2025-26 Budget.

Under this framework,
central assistance will cover
25% of a project’s cost, pro-
vided that at least 50% of the
funding is mobilised from the
market. Govt said this will
catalyse a total investment of
Rs 4 lakh crore in the urban

sector over thenextfive years.
“The move marks a paradigm
shift in India’s urban new de-
velopment approach from
grant-based financing to mar-
ket-linked, reform-driven and
outcome-oriented infrastruc-
ture creation,” it said. UCF
will leverage market financ-
ing, private sector participa-
tion and citizen-centric re-
forms to deliver high-quality
urban infrastructure.

All cities with a popula-
tion of 10 lakh or more, all
state capitals and major in-
dustrial cities with a popula-
tion of more than one lakh
canavail the fund. Allmunic-
ipal areas in hilly and NE
states, as well as smaller ones
with a population below 1
lakh, will be eligible for sup-
port under Credit Repay-
ment Guarantee Scheme,
with Rs 5,000 crore having
been approved for it.

........................................................................................................................................
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What is changing
« |ITs will now allow students to study across campuses—they can take courses at another IiT
and even spend a semester there.
39 ITs W BT T IT A gER T A BRI @ T 3R 576 & ot Tab ARTR g IIT A & [l
Why this is important
« This is described as the first formal academic change of this kind in the IIT system.
R IIT fGer ¥ 59 TRE &1 U1 AR ABIGHE agard g T &
How it will work (credit transfer)
« Courses taken at another IIT will be counted, and credits will be transferred back to the home
IIT.
R IT # fbQ g B & SfSe A= gt 3k & 1T A giaw: fabg s 3 |
Context: earlier rigidity
» Earlier, one rank/seat allotment framework largely determined the full 4-year academic
experience within a single lIT campus; now flexibility is being added.
Ugat U 9R Tlefd 3raiche & a1 YT 4 el i 33T IIT & a1 €1 ST1aT &T; 379 $9H efeltelrd 3me|
Approval | governance
« The move was discussed in the IIT Council; formal approvals are to come from the Senates of
individual lITs.
ag fAufa T Council & Taf & amar 3k @n] & & faw & T Bt Senate &t HR wfdar enth
Operational model
« |ITs will continue operating as separate institutes, but students will get mobility for
courses/learning opportunities.

ITs 3TATT-3761T TRH &1 81, TR BIA! 6! wHifdfeiel (38R-38R UaA) &1 faded fAammi



Approval [ governance
e The move was discussed in the lIT Council; formal approvals are to come from the Senates of
individual 1ITs.
Ig 40T IIT Council A Traf & 31T 3iR @I &R & AT & IIT BT Senate & HaZ/Mfdsan gt
Operational model
e |ITs will continue operating as separate institutes, but students will get mobility for
courses/learning opportunities.
ITs 3TeTTT-37eTT T g 2T, R BIF) b Hifdfciet (SeR-3ER UgA) &1 fdweg faamm|
Why it can help students (examples)
o Useful for internships/training: if a student is physically in another city, they can take courses at
the nearby IIT that semester.
SR/ & GRM 3R BT fdodfl gaR g A 8, A 98 3T AR & IIT A 37 JAER BRf R bl 2|
Global parallel
e Many universities worldwide run shared classrooms / cross-registration; |ITs are moving

towards similar collaboration.

gfFan &t &g Yfafcis A hia-ASEgerm/Aas o gidT &; IITs ¥t 33t fRen A gg R &1
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Parameter English HAUldce

Full name National Large Solar Telescope (NLST) °SCt ddad gAY @§'§I$W§l€ (NLST)
Location l:g;;aklﬁ\reglon near Pangong Tso lake, TG B W = ?;5 53 7%
Type / Purpose State-of-the-art solar physics facility WW@' Useal QE_Q’Q&'JTW [~ EEC]
YP P (ground-based solar observatory) (g_q'a-?I?:-DgaF c'osait,lbl Uqadqsbl'é)
Aperture 2-metre aperture 2 TReY SEOTY

Operational timeline

Expected to be operational in 5-6 years

TUSHY 5-6 FFF WP GAGITT 56
CEETEAC

A

Works in visible and near-infrared

«$ T HMF$-IUZ  FUIVRT b

Spectrum wavelengths sddld
India’s third ground-based solar shdtle Sd oaeHid Za%r-- IZE?F [=2513)
India’s count observatory (after Kodaikanal 1899 and (3 EEEFEIE' (SSAFIESSad 1899, &cagaTel

Udaipur 1975)

1975 33 Ode)

Scientific objectives

Study solar dynamics & magnetism;
observe energetic events; map space-
weather processes

SUPECTIE TR T 59 TS,
ToASIIY oIS 39 (IS, BB

National importance

Data helps protect satellites and launch
vehicles from solar disturbances

G DRTSSIT 33 &FYT T W ®S T
GoTeod TP e

| Svynergy

Complements ISRO’s Aditya-L1 mission

ISRO 35 SHE T -L1 AT SH AT




Parameter
Full name
Location

Aperture

Global standing

Timeline

Mirror technology

Tech base

Scientific objectives

English

National Large Optical-Near Infrared
Telescope (NLOT)

Hanle, Ladakh

13.7-metre segmented-mirror
telescope

Among the world’s largest operating
in optical-near IR spectrum

Projected readiness over the next
decade

Primary mirror made of 90 smaller
hexagonal segments acting as one

Leverages India’s experience from
the international TMT (Thirty Meter
Telescope) project

Frontier research on exoplanets,
stellar evolution, supernovae; clues
to origins of the universe

AU Ace

SSESY e BZESER L]
FAS;_q'EIB?: —s:agws:@ (NLOT)

13.7 TR GSUIBSSF-SRATTEN
cgﬂg\/\/%

vﬁ's' TS AT IRTD ST
_&-WW g3 anagnag

Q Uzsgte: $T3 WS eHITY

USSS 59 LSERTS
WeTg FSX 90 SEENET TR

35 0T UIUT 751 33 ¥39€ So
oUUT ST SUBUS

TCUTTHHGIT TMT (@el TReY
SIBWEE) EVEIISTST 55 ISETh
EE SV

SSHESs, ESET WTIG,

SEUSHH Y =G asare TWaHE 3%
&?ﬂ? a?z- raﬂa?z- 4}\
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SAURAVY ANAND
New Delhi, February 15

INDIA'S OILDEMAND may head
towards 400 million tonne a
year by 2050 from about 250
million tonne currently,but the
country’s fuel consumption
storyis no longerjust about ris-
ing volumes — it is about a dra-
maticreshaping ofwhat Indians
burn,drive and cook with.

Over the past two decades,
petrolhas nearlytripled its share
oftheoil basket to 18%,LPG has
emerged as a major household
fuel, and industrial petcoke has
surged into the top ranks, while
once-dominant kerosene has
collapsed to just 0.2% of total
demand,accordingtodatafrom
the Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC).

Diesel continues to domi-
nate India’s oil economy, hold-
ing a share of over 35% consis-
tently since the early 2000s. In

India’s fuel basketreshaped

Petrol triples share in a decade, LPG
surges, kerosene nearly disappears

ENERGY SHIFT

Share (in %)
50 ws PG == MS == HSD
40 ’”“\———;-.\M,-- ——
30 '
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10
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2014-15 | 2025-26

Source. Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell

2013, its share peaked at more
than 44%, driven by a retail
price gap of nearly ¥30 per litre
between diesel and petrol that
triggered a wave of diesel car
purchases. Today, even with the
price gap narrowed to ¥7-10,
diesel remains the single largest
product,accounting forroughly
91 million tonne of consump-
tionannually.

Diesel’s grip steadily
being challenged

Petrol,onceadistant sixthin
the rankings in 2001 with
barely 7% share, has surged to
second place, commanding
around 18% of India’s oil bas-
ket. Consumption has multi-
plied almost eight times over
the period, touching nearly 40

million tonne in 2024-25.The
petrol-to-diesel ratio, once 1:7,
has narrowed sharply to about
1:2.3 — a shift that reflects
changing vehicle preferences,
improved petrol engine effi-
ciencyand thegradual retreat by
carmakers from diesel variants.

If current trends hold,indus-
try observers say petrol could
further narrow the gap over the
next decade as urban mobility
expands and diesel’s earlier
price advantage fades.

Stark transformation
in household fuels

LPG has emerged as one of
the biggest structural winners,
Fromabout 7.7%sharein 2001,
LPG now accounts for roughly
13.7% of total petroleum con-
sumption, rising from fifth to
third place in the fuel hierarchy.

Continued on Page 11



Wl Overall Trend in India’s Oil Demand
W WIRd ? A bl /i BT AHY B
India’'s oil demand may reach around 400 million tonnes by 2050 (from ~250 MT currently).

YR &t dct | a¥ 2050 @@ T 400 fAfda e a% uga Idd! 8 (@dHH @i 250 fAfaaa e @)1

The shift is not just about higher consumption, but about changing fuel preferences.

g URad= dad WUd 9e1 &1 Jdbd Al &, afcd sed &I Udg H ggea & garfar 21

Data source: Petroleum Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC) under Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas.

IHTep3T BT HNa: Ugiferad AT gd faeawor Werss, Ugifeias Td Wigsfdd 119 Hated & e

& Petrol (Motor Spirit - MS) — Rapid Rise
& 9w - dta gfg

Petrol share surged from about 7% (2001) to nearly 18% (2024-25).
gl @1 fgzar ad 2001 & @mam 7 wfderd @ g 2024-25 ® &@miT 18 wfderd g ma 21

Petrol consumption has multiplied nearly 8 times in two decades.

faea 3 gerd! ® Ugha 6l Wad dmIT 1S AT 9t 8

Petrol-to-diesel ratio improved from 1:7 earlier to about 1:2.3 now.

5ot 3R SI5Tet BT U U 1:7 &1, ST 3/ @ 1:2.3 BRI 21

Economic Reason: Improved petrol engine efficiency + reduced diesel price advantage.

nfelds BRUT: Ugld 377 I GafdT H JER dl1 ST o dind H 3ia BH g1l



Geographical Factor: Urbanisation and rising middle-class vehicle ownership.

WM& BRUT: 2AgABE0T d&T HEgH a1f gRT dIg-) &t dadl BRI |

Diesel (HSD) — Dominant but Challenged
&) St — U™ g gHld I

Diesel still holds around 38-40% share of India’s fuel basket.

St5te 3ndt Wit WRA &Y SeF TaAT § T 38-40 Ufderd f&xar Idr 21

In 2013, diesel share peaked above 44% due to price difference (~230/litre).
a¥ 2013 ® Si57d BT 811 44 vifdera 3 3ifeids &1 il diHad & T 30 39 Ufd ¢ie? a7 3iar &l

Diesel consumption remains high (~90+ MT annually).

gtatet 6t arfies Faa @maT 90 fAfdad e F siftie g+t g€ 21

Economic Role: Major fuel for transport, railways, agriculture pumps, and freight logistics.

3nfefes fiepT: URded, I, B dude 3k ATd garTs A THE $eA|

Geographical Role: Rural India heavily dependent.

vimifeies yfAdeT: TTHioT WRd ® faTs 3ik uRagd & BRUT sicfeds fAva



L) LPG - Structural Winner
) Tatlst - d3aarate amref

LPG share increased from about 7.7% (2001) to nearly 13-14% today.
Tardtsit @1 fgar ad 2001 & @mam 7.7 widerd & 9 ada § @ 13-14 wfded g mar g1

Became major household cooking fuel replacing traditional fuels.

3T oiopsl 3k MaR 1A URuRe $erqY &1 e AR Wi 1S S8 &1 §U o faar 21

Government Intervention: PM Ujjwala Yojana (2016).

TBHR EXEY: VETAHAT 355 AT (2016) |

Social & Health Impact: Reduced indoor air pollution.

AT Qd TR WHTG: 8], a1 TGHUT A FH! qell Aigeai & w@red # Jemr|

) Kerosene — Almost Disappeared

&) figh &1 de — T FATd

Share collapsed to around 0.2% of total demand.
P HIT W gHBT &1 ged amT 0.2 widerd I8 mam 81

Earlier dominant under Public Distribution System (PDS).

gd ¥ ag qrdsiAes faazor yonet & siafa wHm $e ol

Reason: Electrification + LPG expansion.

@ROT: ATHIOT faegdteszor 3k verdtsht @1 anges fawar|



L2 Historical Context

1991 Economic Reforms - Rise in automobile sector.

1991 % 3nfefes JERY P d1g d1g= e &1 st faebr ganm

2002-2014: Diesel cars became popular due to subsidy.
2002-2014 & SR Afedist & BRUT Sote argal &b M iadr 9¢ll

Post-2014: Gradual deregulation of fuel pricing.
2014 & 91g S8 HeI BT BiAS dTeTRIBRT fasar |

& Economic Implications
W 3nfere wama

Rising petrol share increases crude import bill vulnerability.

Ul &6 g3d U A e dd b AT R fnizar 3k ddeaeiedr gadt 21

India imports ~85% of its crude oil needs.
WRd UAT b dcf Bl ATT2TBdT BT T 85 Ufderd TTd &dr el

Shift influences refinery configuration and investments.

Ig uRRad4 RergaRt Tvar 3ik fAder &) yifdd sar g1



Date

Exam Name (2025) Question (MCQ) Correct Answer

With reference to India’s petroleum consumption pattern,

which of the following statements is correct? 1. Diesel

constitutes the highest share in India’s petroleum basket. 2. Both 1and 2
The petrol-to-diesel ratio has narrowed in the last decade.

Select the correct answer:

UPSC CSE 25 May
Prelims 2025

Which scheme was primarily responsible for increasing LPG

— penetration in rural India? A) Saubhagya B) PM Ujjwala B) PM Ujjwala
>5C CGL Tier-1 - Aug 2025 Yojana C) PM Jan Dhan Yojana D) National Clean Air Yojana
Programme
RPSC RAS In India’s fuel basket, which petroleum product has witnessed
Prelims Oct 2025 the maximum growth in share over the last two decades? A) B) Petrol
Kerosene B) Petrol C) Diesel D) ATF
SSC CHSL July 2025 India imports approximately what percentage of its crude oil D) 85%

requirement? A) 55% B) 65% C) 75% D) 85%



State PCS Sept
(Himachal) 2025

: June
Railway NTPC 9025
April

UPSC CDS 5025

The decline in kerosene consumption in India is
mainly due to: 1. LPG penetration 2. Electrification 1 and 2 only
schemes 3. Ban on imports Select correct answer:

The E20 target refers to: A) 20% biodiesel blending
B) 20% ethanol blending in petrol C) 20% LPG usage
target D) 20% EV sales target

B) 20% ethanol
blending in petrol

Which factor contributed most to diesel car sales
boom in India during 2005-2013? A) Engine
technology B) Export policy C) Retail price
advantage over petrol D) Biofuel blending

C) Retail price
advantage over
petrol



Q. Consider the following statements:
we: fAmfafaa weAl R faur difsie:
1. Petrol's share in India’s oil basket has increased significantly over the last two decades.
fIwe Q) 22l A YRd &Y S J3IAT A U BT fER-T 3o+ 9 & 967 2
2. Kerosene continues to be a major household fuel under PDS.
st faavor yonet & siarfa fAgt o1 da sndt i g oo $eF &1
3. LPG's expansion in rural India was supported by PM Ujjwala Yojana.

YTHIOT YRd H Taulsil & &R B GeTHAT 355adl AiaT41 1 gHefq fea|

Which of the above statements are correct?

IWRad A & B & BT el 82

A) 1and 2 only
B) 1and 3 only
C) 2 and 3 only
D)1,2and 3



e What is Kerala’s
elderly budget?

THE ELDERLY BUDGET is not a parallel
budget but a consolidated mapping of
schemes that directly benefit senior
citizens. It aggregates spending across
pensions, healthcare, welfare services
and community programmes intoa
single framework. The government
classifies spending using a structured
framework. Plan schemes that
exclusively or predominantly benefit
senior citizens are tagged as Part A,
while schemes that provide partial but
identifiable benefits are classified as
Part B.Together, these plan schemes
account for 3.8% of the state plan
outlay. Inaddition, the budget includes
pensions and non-plan grants for
elderly care institutions, This non-plan
component makes up 21.72% of the
state’s total non-plan expenditure,

ensuring that recurring commitments ° ELDERLY-RELATED

are captured alongside development EXPENDITURE IN

schemes. This classification system is e er u e Sl S 2026-27 WHICH IS

what gives the elderly budget its ABOUT 19% OF TOTAL

analytical value, It allows policymakers i _ . STATE SPENDING

toseenot just howmuchisbeingspent, | Inits 26-27 Budget, Kerala has introduced an elderly budget,a

but how spending is distributed across th cks! htl

exclusive and shared programmes. separate statement that tra NOw much the government KERALA'S MODEL

Natimal projections showa steady spends on people aged 60 and above. With this, it has forced a SUGGESTS THAT

rise in the share of elderly citizens over A : ; : EARLYACCOUNTING

the next two decades. Kerala has conversation about how states will finance an ageing society, FOR DEMOGRAPHIC

plieredanearyblucprint lrplaening | ywrite K] Joseph, Ashkar K & Kiran Kumar Kakarlapudi CHANGE CAN HELP

' AVOID SHARPER
FISCALADJUSTMENTS
Rationale for the fi th d i

® onaieiortnerocusontneage

KERALA'S DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE reshapes public spending priorities. them.An ageing population also expands

resembles that of middle-income Demand rises forincome support,chronic  demand fora care economy that includes

economies. Senior citizens account for disease management and long-termcare.  healtheare workers, caregivers,and social OF KERALA'S

18.7% of the population. By 2036, this Without advance planning, these can service providers. Structured investment POPULATION IS AGED

could rise to nearly 23%. Kerala's median strain budgetsand publichealth systems,  ingeriatric services can generate 40 YEARS AND ABOVE

ageof close to 37 years is well above the
national average.An ageing population

dJ L Lr/ LA L L LN L

DEMOGRAPHIC
SHIFT ’

What Kea’s first

The elderly budget is Kerala's attempt to
anticipate those costs ratherthan react to

employment while addressing a growing
sodial need.

epaperfinancialexpressconis @ @

e Where the
money is going

FOR 2026-27, KERALA has identified
elderly-related expenditure of
¥46,236.52 crore,about 19% of total
state spending. That means nearly one
in every five rupees the state spends s
onageing, Roughly two-thirds of the
elderly budget is linked to pension
payments, including welfare pensions
for low-income seniors and retirement
benefits for government employees.
Kerala has earmarked ¥14,500 crore for
welfare pensions in 2026-27.The
budget includes ¥50 crore fora pneum-
ococcal vaccination programme for
vulnerable seniors and expanded
funding forcommunity health
initiatives such as Vapornithram, which
delivers doorstep medical care. Then
there is T30 crore for retirement homes
and €10 crore forvolunteer assistance
programmes for seniors living alone.

e Can this reshape
elderly care?

THIS MARKS A policy shift from welfare
delivery toa rights-based, life-course
approach to ageing that emphasises
active and healthy living for senlors,
Women make up alarger share of
Kerala's elderly population,and align-
mentwith the state’s Gender Budget
framework enables targeted support
forolder women.Kerala’s approach
goes beyond budgeting into institu-
tional design. The state has established
the Vayojana Commission, a statutory
body for senior citizens, It also runsa
network of care facilities, Including
government old-age homes, day-care
centres and Pakalveedu facilities
managed by local bodies.

New Delhi

@ The fiscal need
behind the move

THE ELDERLY BUDGET is as much about
fiscal realism as it is about social policy.
Pensions and healthcare foran ageing
population represent long-term
liabilities. Kerala already operates withit
tight fiscal limits.As the number of olde
people rises, such spending is set to grov
faster than revenues unless supported
by sustained economic expansion and
stronger revenue mobilisation. A large
share of the elderly budget reflects
existing obligations that have been
reclassified, rather than entirely new
expenses. The challenge is to gradually
shift emphasis toward preventive
healthcare and efficient service defivery
tocontain long-term costs,

e Canotherstates
replicate this?

KERALA'S EXPERIMENTCOMES ata
time when Indiais aging. Creatinga
demographicbudget framework offers
several advantages: it clarifies fiscal
exposure, improves policy coordination
and encourages local governments to
design targeted services. Kerala has
already linked elderly population shares
tolocal body funding criteria, nudging
municipalities tobecome more age-
responsive. Replication elsewhere will
depend on fiscal capacity and
institutional readiness. But Kerala's
model suggests that early accounting
for demographic change can help avoid
sharper fiscal adjustments later.

Joseph, Ashiar & Kakarlaprudi are respec-
tivedy, diroctor, PhD scholar & assistant
professor at Gulati Institute of Finance
and Taxation, Thiruvananthapuram




W What is Kerala's Elderly Budget?
W B BT JgsT dsTc T 8?2

Kerala introduced a separate Elderly Budget Statement in 2026-27 tracking expenditure on people aged
60+.

& A a¥ 2026-27 H A16 a9 A Htas 3 B @M R B a1 I BT AW -3 Y& BRA b (18 GaUD ggard
gs1e faazor st fasam

It consolidates pensions, healthcare, welfare schemes and community care into one framework.

W 9o, TR AT, BeT0T ANSTAIS il ATHGIAD SEHTA &) U & dvg-1 § gifed fasan mar 1

It is not a parallel budget, but a classified mapping of existing schemes.

I DI AP JHMHIGR 57C A& &, dfces adAT A3 &1 arffgpa Hbo 2l

& Key Financial Facts

& v fawta aea

246,236.52 crore allocated for elderly-related expenditure (2026-27).
¥ 2026-27 ¥ ggai Jaelt 2 2q 46,236.52 BAS IUA BT WG far mar 1

This is nearly 19% of total state expenditure.
I T & Gl 4 BT T 31 ufderd 21

Around two-thirds of elderly budget goes to pension payments.

&GS g31C BT T G1-TagTs Wi Fer WiTaT W e gl 21



&4 Key Financial Facts
& v fa<dta qea

246,236.52 crore allocated for elderly-related expenditure (2026-27).
ay 2026-27 W ggaid Tt 2 &q 46,236.52 B SUA BT YAt fasar w1

This is nearly 19% of total state expenditure.
UE A & Pl AT BT AN 31T ufderd 2

Around two-thirds of elderly budget goes to pension payments.

G311 g1¢ DI T GI-fAgTg MIT UeM WiTa WR &g g1dT &1

&J Demographic Background

& sHaifEada geyfa

18.7% of Kerala's population is aged 60+.

&I I T 18.7 WfdRrd SR T16 aY A Afeias 3y af Hi 2

By 2036, elderly share may reach nearly 23%.
¥ 2036 AP g1 SFAFEAT BT FUTd AT ded Ufd2rd ddb Ugd Jdbdl &l

Kerala's median age (~37 years) is well above national average.

e I HEAH AR AU At ay &, S Isgi 3itaa & el



J Historical Context
L efderfds ufvtey

Kerala has long had high literacy (96%+) and better health indicators.
&t | SiEfpTer & 3T F1GRAT &R 3R 3P TR JABId faermH &

Decline in fertility rate (below replacement level ~1.8).
R Ufazenyd TR A 71 @ 1.8 & U &

Early demographic transition compared to other Indian states.

Y HRAT AT bl g1 7 T&1 STdifedba ulRad- gga g3

) Economic & Fiscal Implications
L) 3nfefep T ASTeh IS JTd
Ageing increases long-term liabilities like pensions and healthcare.

g F%a1 7 gfg & 9o 3k warey st ffaifaies fadta el gaadt 81

Preventive healthcare and community care reduce future fiscal burden.

fRar® wrea Jart 3k Imefae damTa wiass & fadia dter &7 &R J@dt 81

Early accounting helps avoid sudden fiscal shocks later.

URMWP A@ied Yfasy # 3/ 314 a1e fawia sied! & 994 # g 8T &



L) Where is the Money Going?
L) &9 BT 39T Bl 8l | 8?

Welfare pensions for low-income elderly.

A= 3 af & ggaiHl & fdT BeamorsRt 9|

Retirement homes & volunteer assistance programmes.

g@rm deT WfBe Terdl drieH|

Community health initiatives like Vayomithram.

T 3 AHEIGS TR BIRIEH|

W Policy Significance
W =ifaa vga

Shift from welfare-only approach to rights-based ageing policy.

Had BT IERA gfedIor J HftbR menid ggsi= ifd ot 3R uRad=|

Integration with Gender Budget (elderly women form larger share).

WM ga1e & J1el I, TN TG A3 &1 3urd 3fed gl

Institutional design: Vayojana Commission established.

TN FY A THIINSAT 3TN Y 19T B TS 2



Exam
Name

UPSC CSE 25 May

Prelims

UPSC CDS April 2025

RPSC RAS October

Prelims

Date
(2025)

2025

2025

MCQ Correct Answer

Consider the following statements: 1. The

proportion of elderly population in India is

increasing. 2. All Indian states have a similar elderly 1 only
population percentage. Which of the statements

given above is/are correct?

Which state in India has the highest percentage of
elderly population? A) Bihar B) Kerala C) Uttar B) Kerala
Pradesh D) Gujarat

In the context of Demographic Transition, which of
the following is correct? A) High birth rate and high
death rate B) Low birth rate and low death rate C)
High birth rate and low death rate D) Low birth rate
and high death rate

B) Low birth rate and low
death rate




SSC CGL Tier
1

Himachal
State PCS

UGC NET
Paper 1

August 2025

September
2025

June 2025

Social security pension schemes in India
primarily benefit which group? A) Adolescents
B) Farmers C) Elderly and widows D) Migrant
workers

An increase in ageing population mainly leads
to: A) Rise in defence expenditure B) Increase
in pension and healthcare expenditure C)
Growth in agricultural output D) Reduction in
imports

Ageing population is associated with which
stage of demographic transition? A) High
stationary stage B) Early expanding stage C)
Late expanding stage D) Low stationary stage

C) Elderly and widows

B) Increase in pension and
healthcare expenditure

D) Low stationary stage




Q. Consider the following statements regarding Kerala's Elderly Budget:
U2A: B &b gl datc &b Jae A fAmfefard doal iR faar Hifsg:
1. Kerala's Elderly Budget forms a separate parallel budget replacing other welfare budgets.
B BT g1 gaic T BeIIUIBRI ga1c B Yfaeftd B ardT Yed Fd g1c &l

2. Nearly one-fifth of Kerala's total expenditure is dedicated to elderly-related schemes.
BIA B Pl I BT AT Th-UaHTl GgaT- Jadeit TS130 IR I glaT gl
3. Kerala has a higher elderly population percentage compared to national average.

B W gard SIS BT Ufderd IS 3itaa & 3iferd gl

Which of the above statements are correct?

IR A A B A HU Tt 22

A) 1and 2 only
B) 2 and 3 only
C) 1and 3 only
D)1, 2and 3



R The Dancing Plague of 1518

? What Was It?

In 1518, in the city of Strasbourg (then part of the Holy Roman Empire), dozens—and eventually

hundreds—of people began dancing uncontrollably for days and even weeks.

The event is known as the “Dancing Plague of 1518."



“7 What Happened?

« It reportedly began in July 1518 with a woman (often identified in historical sources as Frau Troffea).

Within days, dozens joined her.

Eventually, around 300-400 people were dancing nonstop.
Some dancers reportedly collapsed from exhaustion, strokes, or heart attacks.

Authorities initially believed dancing was a cure and even hired musicians.

<« Why Did It Happen? (Major Theories)

il Mass Psychogenic lliness (Most Accepted Theory)
« Also called mass hysteria.
« Extreme stress and hardship may have triggered a psychological epidemic.
« Europe at the time faced:
« Famine
» Disease outbreaks
« Economic stress
» Religious anxiety

This theory is considered most plausible by historians.

i Ergot Poisoning (Less Likely Today)
« Some suggested contaminated rye infected with a fungus (ergot).
« Ergot can cause hallucinations and convulsions.

« However, modern scholars argue it does not typically cause coordinated days-long dancing.



i Ergot Poisoning (Less Likely Today)
« Some suggested contaminated rye infected with a fungus (ergot).
« Ergot can cause hallucinations and convulsions.

« However, modern scholars argue it does not typically cause coordinated days-long dancing.

) Religious or Cultural Beliefs
« People believed in St. Vitus' curse.

« St. Vitus was associated with dancing mania and seizures.
« The phenomenon may have been culturally shaped by strong religious beliefs.

i Historical Context

« Europe in early 16th century was under heavy:
« Famine pressure
» Religious fear (pre-Reformation period)
« Poor medical knowledge
« Similar dancing manias occurred earlier in Europe (notably in the 14th century).

.1~ How Did It End?
« Authorities eventually:
« Banned public dancing
« Sent affected individuals to shrines
« Encouraged religious rituals instead

« The outbreak gradually faded after a few weeks.



« Why Is It Famous?

e |t remains one of history's strangest recorded mass behavior events.
e [tis used in psychology and sociology studies as an example of:

o Collective stress response

e Mass psychogenic illness

e Social contagion

@ Interesting Facts

o Estimated deaths vary (some historians debate whether mass death numbers are exaggerated).
e |t was not technically a plague in the infectious sense.

e [t is sometimes linked culturally to the medieval “Danse Macabre” (Dance of Death) art tradition.



Word of the day

Lassitude:

a state of comatose torpor; a feeling of lack of
interest or energy; weakness characterised by a
lack of vitality or energy

Synonyms: lethargy, sluggishness, languor,
listlessness, slackness

Usa g€. The hot summer days were marked by
lassitude.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/lassitudepro

International Phonetic



Questions and Answers to the
February 13 edition of the daily
quiz: 1. The language from which the
word ‘radio’ is derived. Ans: Latin

2. Guglielmo Marconi designed and
built this to amplify the Pope’s voice.
Ans: Vatican Radio

3. The radio was used by Hutu
hardliners in 1993 to dehumanise
this people. Ans: Tutsi

4. This is the largest radio network in
the world. Ans: All India Radio

5. This was founded 100 years ago
and gained massive popularity
across South Asia. Ans: Radio
Ceylon

Visual: A radio adaptation of a book
by H. G. Wells triggered panic
because it said this was going to
happen. Ans: Alien invasion from
Mars

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Parimal
Das| Mohan Lal Patel| Sadhan Panda|
Sudhir Thapa
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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