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India recently became the fourth country to achieve satellite docking
and undocking after which nations?

R 3YAF STiher M HASIHT N FHardd QR FI aral
Tlr U ST SHA U FiT-dleT A A TH 3UATSYT Y Yo
T T& 82

—2-A. U.S., Russia, China / ATARHT, 4, CiG)
B. U.K., France, Germany / 1’1{'\.3?., BIA, STHAT

C. Japan, Israel, South Korea / SITY9Td, eolligel, cfaor HIRAr
D. Brazil, Canada, Australia /aﬁﬂﬂ', hdlsl, H’I@ﬁTIT




What was the altitude and inclination at which ISRO conducted the
undocking operation paDex satellites:

SE‘;;LFTFCIT-?»W T 91§ AR gHE W

* A. 400 km, 30-degree inclination
—B. 460 km, 45-degree inclination
C. 500 km, 50-degree inclination
D. 600 km, 60-degree inclination



What is the main objective of the SpaDex mission?
TUI-3FW AU HT HET 30T FT €2
* A. To improve remote sensing technology / RAe 4R dawddls A
YU AT
: To develop spacecraft rendezvous, docking, and undocking

%chnolo y / 3TARET ITeT Y HelTehId, SIfhaT 3T FASTRT

SETIED ST
C. To launch reusable satellite systems / GE 3YIT AT 3YAE

YoTTell dled el . .
D. To test interplanetary travel techniques / 3TAABIT ITAT cAhei Il
T GIUBTOT HIAT



Why is Starlink/struggling to compete in the Indian market?
FerRfa® ARd & A A AT Y FI IET 872
* A. It has slow\internet speeds compared to Jio and Airtel /Sﬂﬁ
gelaic forat 3t v &7 qeer & i 7
B. Its pricing is 10-14 times higher than local broadband providers /
RAT TYEAT qi5ds YTt T g1 & 10-14 =T
m % R ) R )
/}lt lacks government approval for operations / 3@' 4T & favw

TENY FHoll A8 el &

%&HBaﬁdC/ﬂ’raﬁT |t gxar



In which country did Starlink reduce its prlces o $10/month to attract
users?

fra qor 7 Terfas A maﬁamﬁr-raﬂﬁa:m
YT FAT $10/F7ET FT

* A. India / AR
. Kenya / &hedT
%é. Thailand / méﬁg
D. Indone5|a/



budget?
aAees EWER o WU 2025-26 & 9 H FiT W 937 9gAT
fraT?

What major change did Tamil Nadu’s government :@@iﬁits 2025-26

* A. Introduced new taxes on IT companies/HI%ﬁ HYfAGT 9T AT T

%eplaced the rupee symbol with the Tamil letter ‘(Ip" (ru) /TIX &
golleh I dfAe 38R ‘B’ (F) F JGar e
C. Implemented a Tamil-only official language policy / $ad difd &I
IMOFIF AT & T A 1) fomam
D. Declared Tamil Nadu a ‘Digital Economy Hub’ / Hﬁ?-l?l'lg' Y
'Bioca srdcaaryr ga aiva &



What was the Centre’s reaction to Tamil Nadu’s rupee symbol change?
dfAdaTs ganT TUF F Welld A T v qgaE W Fg TWFER f
gfafsear &= o4i?
* A. It supported the move / S8 S HcH &I Jade foar
B. It called the move ‘absurd’ and ‘against national unity’ /3@'

FEaqer HR T vHar F @A FaT

C. It proposed a nationwide adoption of the Tamil rupee symbol /E'Hﬁ'
dfAe 34T F Ul I TET FTAX W AT HT Y&d9 f&ar
D. It remained neutral / S8 deTYd W NIATAT



What does Holika Dahan symbolize in Indian tradition?

wmﬁ?ﬁﬁmmmw

* A. Victory of evil over good /EITI? SES $r S
B Victory of good over evil / 3<oTS tR' $r S
C. Harvest season celebration / hHel 3?\'13' C 1|
D. Transition from monsoon to wmter/?FlF-m?l' T Tl & dgelld ohl

Ul




What is the main principle behind a polygraph (lie-detector) test?
qTeile® (316 9hsa arelr #efler) adiator &1 gea fAguia #ar 872

* A. Detecting changes in voice tone / 3TdTlal & O H d¢ad &Y

qohSell
__B.Measuring physiological responses like heartbeat and sweating /

—g&g afa qHiT S IR gfafmansit «r A
C. Scanning brain activity to detect lies / Afeasey afafRf 1 Tha

FT S Ths |
D. Using Al to analyze verbal responses / #lf@® 3a &1 fagesor
Fel & foIT THTS T ITANIT HIAT



What did the Supreme Court rule in the ‘Selvi vs. State of Karnataka’
(2010) case regarding lie-detector tests?

Wedl TAH Felledh ToT (2010) AHS A HA FIC o IO
qhgel arell AMWAT 9T FAT hyar feam?

e-detector test results are legally valid as confessions / g1o tﬁo_s'»ﬁ'
%ﬁ #aefler & aRoTH FhE © @ e 7

__Brlie-detector test results cannot be considered as confessions / g1o
arell #MeT F IR A FFRIFT T AT T Fha
C. Lie-detector tests are banned in India [/ AR H e1o tﬁEﬁ' arel
qdiatort q¥ gfa«er g

D. Lie-detector tests are mandatory for criminal investigations /

TR Sl A 3[6 UHsA aTel TNETT JHfard ¢
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NEW DELEI
None of the 1,275 gazetted
posts in Ladakh have been

categories of gazetted posts
hawe been framed. » PAGE 3
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mpidgrowth

illegal websites
S
Rest- g firms are

Slormed by the rapad growth of
illegat offshore gambing sites.
in India, but have not yet been
abie to comvince the
government to reduce taxes on

Firm offering pald games and
Sasnry apicats that llcoiesser
e sy e et
with the risk of losses — are
legally recognised. » PAGE S

President Trump
hails ‘productive’
with Russia

WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Tru
announced on Friday that his

M. Trump unged Russian
President Vadimir Putin to
spare Ukrainian soldiers. Hs
envoy, Steve Withoff, met Mr.
Putin ste Thursday to discuss
2 joint U.S.-Ukrainian plan,
which propeses a 30-day pause
in hastities between Mascow
2nd Kyiv. » PAGE 12

NEW DELEHI

slamabad should
l'look inwards~  in-

loch rebels used Indian and

loentre of global terrorism

stead of pointing fin- Pakistan should look
fers and shil blame, In- ln\\ ards instead 3of pointing
dia said in its first official ngers and shifting the
comme: an Amack  Dismme for Its own mernal
ona train :

by the Baloch Liberation

Army (BLA) left 21 passen-

gers dead. At least 33 Ba-

loch rebels were killed by
Pakist:

ions
by the Pakistan Foreign Of-

others.” the Ministry
ternal Affairs spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal said_

“India has

handlers and ring leaders
in Af =

Afghan weapons in I.hell' ambush of the Jaffar Express

The BLA says at NZErs we!
personnel from the military, police, ATF, and lSI

—

o

Rebel strike: Soldiers board a relief train to help people affected i
the militant attack in Mach, Balochistan, Pakistan. REUTIRS

Inter-Services Public Rela-

Pakistan continued this
refrain on Friday, with the

attempe to blame India as
the main sponsor of terro-

rism in Balochistan. In a

fighters had used Afghan
and Indian in the

However, Pakistani me-
i Tl bl w3t meseares:

m
tier Corps died while clear-
ing the rebel fighters from
the ambushed train.

“Cover up of lies, defeat”
BLA Jeeyand
Baloch  disputed  Mr.
Chaudhry’s remarks about
the operation. terming it

dra-
attack against the Jaffar Ex- matic escalation in the
press, which connects group's activities in a state-

ment, that nearly
182 passengers were taken

of t e
vere “active-duty person-
nel aki: 2i-

vices Intelligence (ISD." Bir_
Baloch had added: “During

dren, and Baloch passen-
gers, ensuring that all re-
maining  hostages _ are
serving personnel of the
Sccupying forces

The BLA was declared a
terrorist by

province, which has rich
petroleum and natural gas
resources — Is an old pro-
blem that goes back to the
country’s inception. T
have ﬁad.iA

tribes Joining hands,
cluding the Marris, Bugtis
and Bizenjos. The last big
crackdown against the tra-
ditional Baloch resistance
came i 2006, in the last
days of President Pervez
Musharraf's rule, when Na-

the United States during
the first presidency of Do-
b Tromag; o July 2

lnsurgency in Balochis-
tan — Pakistan’s largest

in Burope and the Gulf
countries.

Fun and frolic: A storm of colowr hits Ho revellers in Chennal as a child with 2 water £un waits In the midst of it 2. Axw

Kerala CM
backs Stalin’s

push against

delimitation
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has expressed

FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE2

Hamas ready to
free dual citizen,
remains of others

Sdmatey weals ilakbeas mnd ooy vt of likell bustags ot

Agence France Presse
GAzA CITY

Hamas on Friday said it
an Israeli-

T.N. covers 2,000 cr.
withheld by Centre

CHENNAL

Priockising the welfare of

nme:
funds from its excheguer
o comy te for 2,152
crore withheld by the
Centre under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme.

The Centre has withheld
the funds as State re-
fused to onboard the PM
SHRI scheme thart man-

Thangam Thennarasu

crore with such a mandate.

Presenting the Budget
202526, Mr. Thennarasu
said the Centre has with-

NEP, which includes the

that he would not
implement it even If the
Centre disbursed 10,000
cm
*

ey
Despue this, keeping in
mind the welfare of stu-
dents, the State govern
Imene has allocated funds,
including salaries of teach”
ers, from its own resources

to,” he sald.
)

Democrats press Rubio for details
of “‘voter turnout’ funds to India

Sriram Lakshman

Two Democrats in the US.

ed the cancellstion
stakeholders.

The letter, dated March
. 2025, refers to the “$21

S8vicer Elon Atusk.

The lawmakers ask Manco Rublo for 3 response to

heir 1etter by Mearch 21, 2025, REUTERS

President Donald

they had written to Mr. Ru-
bi h imes in ¥

U.S. lawmakers say in thelr
letter.

< Swamples such as
the USAID

between Hamas and Israel

March I without agreement
on the next A sentor
Hamas official said on

&un in Doba, with Isract al
%0 sending negot

esterday. a lhnm lea
deranip re-
cetved a pmpasal frown the

demanding ther release in Tel Avir on Thursday. RS

hostages. inchuding elght
who were deceased,

Change for about 1,500 Pal-
estinian detainees held in

disted and took effect on
january 1

De:ph'e the expiry of the

to res-
ume negotiations,” the Isla-
mist movement said in a
statement.

I added that ks Teply

for the seld!\g up of I

reloase the laracH scldier
Edan  Alexander., wl

Kanpur, the letter says Mr.
Trump ry | holds
statements™ had created

cit-
programme
as an example of wasteful
forelgn assistanc

T

led to
ment with the 8P and the
Congress trading c!

mittee  has
oversight over the U.S.

authors of the letter say

seeking details of the fund-
tng. but had not recetved a

The letter is signed by
EEACY _Ranking

Member

lopment agency's work in
india and jeopardised a

long lasting partnership.
Findia 15 3 key strategic
partmer and sustaining thi

citizen-
ship, along with the re-
mains of four others hold-
ing dual citizenship™.

A Hamas official,

Taher
said that “the
e it thae
agreed to release under the

skilled diplomacy.” it says.
The lawmakers ask Mr.

Rubio for a nse

thels lester by March a1

new
are israeli prisoners hold-
ing

israel
into Gaza 13 days ago over
the truce e. At the
weekend. it also cut off the
electricicy supply to the
territory.

Hamas  spol n
Hazem Qassem said that Is-
raeli forces should have
Pulled cut of a strip of land

along the Gaza-Egypt bor-
der under the first phase_

_Phase of the

ke effect, in-

vnl\-es the release of're-

During the initial six
week phase cease-
fire, 33

ol OF Sl Taragh forces |eﬁ
in Gaza, and establishmes
ofa

-+
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Search teams depl
remove silt from SLBC tunnel

under the d inside the Srisailam
Canal (SLEC) tunnel in Nagar]
Telangana, di

a liquid —

metres of silt per hour.

to

Court rejects Ranva Rao's bail
plea: committee begins probe
The Special Court for Economic Offences on
¥riday dismissed the bail petition of Ranya Rao.
‘who was arrested by the Directorate of Revenue
ncelligence (DRI after she was caught smu

14.2 kg of gold at
Alrpo

Kempe;
on March 3. DRI had objected to her bail
the case possibly involved an

international

smuggling
the inquiry committee led by Additional Chief
Secretary Gaurav Gupta began its

on Friday.

Will support move against
delimitation, says Pinarayi

Expressing solidarity with the TN,

vernment, the Kerala CM says the Centre should be ready to

take a decision on delimitation of Lok Sabha seats after arriving at a consensus with the States

Jhe Hindu Burcau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

grala Chief Binis-

| T
Jayan  has ex-

pressed solidarity with the

Tamil Nadu ent’s
efforts to unite non-Bhara-

Kerala Cheef Minister Plnaml Vieyan with Tamil Mad 17 Minister
et

Patani

that Tamil Nadu Chief Mi-
gistel MK Sialin is spear-
heading to togeth

leaders. from States likely
10 be affected by the delim-
itation process.

been co ennat
on March 22 in what is seen
as of a unit-
ed movement against

Tushed moves’
to delimit the Lok Sabha

by

duced the Centre
should not be -

Registration must
for all homestays
in Kodagu district

dato gister
selves with the Tourism
ent

Kodagu Deputy Com-
missioner Venka:r Raja,
who convened a meeting
of

There are around 3,500

dikert recently to discuss

in Kodagu district
of Karataia. et ProTo

nsus with the States.
1t should be out  Secr MV

exist-
ng share of C Ch 3
seats of any State. States Joseph, IUML president
that have effectively imple-  Sayyid Sadiq Al Shihal
mented population control  Thangal and extended

with the policies intro-

Kerala's Vagamon gears up for

international par:

Eighey-six participants from 11 countries will
in scensc

fest

md.hngme“mcmrm.m&dzy

The event, a hlghwn of the lmevmnonal

val. will see competitors
for top. hnnou's in six cuegmu;. mchmmg the
pr 10t Accuras
Cup. an official releas, il ek Friday. The mega

event is by the Kerala
T Drosadon Soclety. =n

POCSO: HC stays order against Yediyurappa | :

cusal
(POCSO) Act, 2012, on the

allegation of sexually as
Saulting a 17-year-old girl at
his residence in February
2024.
Justice Pradeep Singh
Yerur passed the interim
Al

Yediyura,

ppa had
nged the FIR

regis-

tered on March 14, 2024,
eged lent that

bald, laconic and cryptic,
while directing trial
pass oo
afresh ln terms of the law
elucidated by the top

court, based on
fheet subullned by the Cri-
minal ton

Safety of tourists, said the
ering ho:

3,500 homestays in Koda-
gu district. Of them, 2,269
had got registered so far.

lighting at night for the sa-
fety of the guests at all ho-
tels, resorts, and homes-
tays, Mr. Raja also directed
of ta-

Online
ir. Raja said the details of
Tegist

all the

homestay owners in re-

the officers
luk panchayats and tahsa-
dars to hold regular meet-
ings to et e
tourist facilities complied
with the government -
tives, before issuing them

Supporters
wave
placards at
JSP plenary

Summer is here

Ganja seized from
college hostel, 3 held

wo in a raid by the
Kochi City police. which
started at 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day and ended at 4 am. on

Friday.
About 1.9 kg was

and 10

e another. Inci-

dentally, one of the arrest-

Pawan
recently visited Tami
du as part of a

to vartous temples.

for the animats. They also help n

rve as
e

‘Other than the arrested,

a few students had man-
aged to flee on seeing the
police party, who did not
try to give them a chase to
wotd  any  unforeseen

~We had recelved intelli-

11 members of

CPI (Maoist)
surrender in
A_P’s Paderu

nda

e of the banned
CP1 (Maoist) Party volunta-
rily surrendered before the
Superintendent of Police,

The police said the mili-
dnmaubaswereve:zdof

mopxed by the Maoist par-
ty and were ted to-
wards the

developmental
programmes being under-
taken by the ct

‘Woman can opt for
surrogacy till 51: HC

gacy on the ground that
She’ became incligible on

avail of surrogacy till the
of

the 50th year
or at the end of it.

The court said the inten-
tion of the Act Is to ensure
ethical safe-

. The provision on
be

permission to go for surro-

un-
derstood in a way that en-

permanen:
portunity to become a
mother.

Officials begin installation of solar fence
at Kerala farm to curb elephant intrusion

KaNNUR

‘The Kerala Forest depart-
ment has initiated the con-
struction of a solar fence at
Arslarn farm i

to prevent wild e

phants away from the i~
ent area in

e fame,
The temporary solar
fence, ng 4 km, is
being set up bz("een Pa-

Mission (TRDM) limits_ So
far, 3 km of fencing has

along the forest borders
within the Tribal Resectle-
ment and Development

serves as a temporary safe-

A r.pu of elephants inside Araiam fam. FiLE PHOTO

guard untl a permanent
Slephant wall 13 built, said
Vysak Sasi, Divisional For-
est Officer (DFO).

He sald Forest depart-
ment offictals, along with

employees from the Ara-
Kannur fore

fam est divi-
sions and Rapid Response
mbers. re

wall and are
completed.

Meanwhile, a Skm
fence from Valayanchal to

‘No decision yet on
closure of varsities’

BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister

continy seven un-
iversities, established dur-
ing the pi BIP go-
vernmen on the

—

: |

Siddaramaiab

undertake studies.
Deputy CM D.K. Shiva.
who is the panel
ghiet, 1 ‘had said last week
that the govem

Said closure of universities
would lead to denial of op-
portunities for students to

Fnrverstiies with ¢ thelr - pa
rent institutions “as
are not viable™.

‘% Gl

Seeee A i
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Woman can opt for
surrogacy tili51) HC

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

A Division Bench of the
Kerala High Court has held
that the eligibility of a wo-
man intending to avail of
surrogacy services extends
throughout the 50th year
of age and she becomes in-
eligible on the day she
turns 51 under Section
4(iii)(c)(I) of the Surrogacy
(Regulation) Act, 2021.

A Bench comprising
Chief Justice Nitin Jamdar
and Justice S. Manu made
the ruling on Friday while
allowing an appeal filed by
a woman against a single
judge’s verdict refusing her
permission to go for surro-

gacy on the ground that
she became ineligible on
turning 50. The Bench said
the question in the appeal
is whether she is entitled to
avail of surrogacy till the
beginning of the 50th year
or at the end of it.

The court said the inten-
tion of the Act is to ensure
ethical and legal safe-
guards. The provision on
age eligibility should be un-
derstood in a way that en-
sures ethical surrogacy
practices rather than creat-
ing unnecessary restric-
tions. The court said in this
case, what is at stake is the
permanent loss of the op-
portunity to become a
mother.



Many barriers

The Surrogacy

(Regulation) Acﬁ@ ; ‘
as introduced to curb AT -

/Z:Inethical practices Y “0 &

elated to issues such ( [ A

as s_le_X_SSESﬁQD and
exploitation of ? T

surrogate rs, with
provisions for jail term in / -
case of violations A

M Under the Act, a
couple can opt for
surrogacy only on
medical grounds
and should produce

has to be a close relative of
the couple, a married woman

with a child of h n and
aged betwee(i’25 and 33

certificates of eligibility ® Though the \Jlaw iowea

® The couple should single woman to resort to
have been married for : a
five years and not have a.g’/widow or a div etween
living child __the age Gf 35 and 45

M The surrogate mother M Single men are not eligible
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EC revisits EPIC-Aadhaar
link plan after 2015 halt

Chief Election Commissioner calls

with Home Secretary., Legislative Secretary and ULDAL

official, days after Opposition alleged duplication in EPIC numbers and manipulation in voter lists

Sreeparna Chalrabarsy
NEW DELHI
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EC revisits EPIC-Aadhaar
link plan an after 2015 halt

Chief Election Commissioner calls meeting with Home Secretary, Legislative Secretary and UIDAI

official, days after Opposition alleged duplication in EPIC numbers and manipulation in voter lists

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELHI

mid Opposition al-

legations of manip-

ulation of voters’
lists, Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Kumar
has called a meeting with
the Union Home Secretary,
the Legislative Secretary
and the Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) of the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) to explore
linking of voter ID with
Aadhaar.

Election Commission
(EC) sources on Saturday
said that Mr. Kumar will
meet the officials on
Tuesday.

Trinamool complaint
The move comes close on
the heels of the ruling Tri-
namool Congress in West
Bengal, where the Assemb-
ly election is due in 2026,
flagging the issuance of
same elector photo identi-
ty card (EPIC) numbers to
voters in different States.
Opposition parties have
raised the matter in Parlia-
ment and outside. The
Leader of the Opposition,
Rahul Gandhi took it up in
the Lok Sabha.

Earlier, the Congress
had alleged manipulation
of voters’ lists during the
Maharashtra ~ Assembly
election.

The Election Commis-
sion had clarified that the
duplication had occurred
due to manual errors be-

The missing links

A brief timeline of the efforts to link Aadhaar with voter ID

FEB. 2015: EC launches NERPAP to link
Aadhaar with voter ID and eliminate
duplicate entries. Over 300 million
voters were linked within three months

AUG. 2015: Supreme Court issues an
interim order restricting Aadhaar’s
mandatory use to welfare schemes
and PAN linking

MARCH 11, 2025: Trinamool Congress
delegation meets the Election
Commission over allegations of
duplicate EPIC numbers and cloned
Aadhaar cards

fore the ERONET digital
platform for voter enrol-
ment was introduced.

It had also assured par-
ties that voters with same
EPIC numbers registered
in different States could
still vote using their domi-
cile documents. The EC
had promised to resolve
the issue in the three
months.

The Election Commis-
sion first tried the Aadhaar-
voter ID linking in Febru-
ary 2015 when it launched
the National Electoral Rolls
Purification and Authenti-
cation Programme (NER-
PAP) to address the dupli-
cate entries in electoral
rolls.

It had linked more than
300 million voters in a
span of three months.

However, the Supreme
Court, in an interim order
in August 2015, held that
the mandatory use of Aad-
haar should only be for

welfare schemes and PAN
linking.

Following this order, the
NERPAP exercise was
discontinued.

The Centre has in-
formed Parliament that the
Aadhaar-voter ID seeding
exercise was “process-dri-
ven” and no target or time-
lines have been set for the
proposed linking. It has al-
so clarified that the names
of those who do not link
their Aadhaar details with
their voter IDs will not be
struck off the electoral
rolls.

‘Face-saving measure’

According to section 23 of
the Representation of the
People Act, 1950, as
amended by the Election
Laws (Amendment) Act in
2021, electoral registration
officers are required to ask
existing or prospective vo-
ters to provide their Aad-
haar number for establish-

ing their identity on a
voluntary basis.

Meanwhile, the Trina-
mool Congress on Satur-
day said the meeting con-
vened by the CEC was a
“face-saving measure”.

“First, three statements.
Now this meeting. This is
just a face-saving measure.
We will keep a hawk-eye vi-
gil till the elections,” Saga-
rika Ghose, deputy leader
of the Trinamool Congress
in the Rajya Sabha, said.

A 10-member delega-
tion of the party met the
full Election Commission
bench on March 11 over the
issue of duplicate EPIC
numbers.

In a memorandum to
the EC, the party had also
said that there had been
“credible allegations of
Aadhaar cards being
cloned and the use of these
cloned Aadhaar cards to fa-
cilitate fake voter
registrations”.
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EC Reconsiders EPIC-Aadhaar Linkage | qellq TANST & EPIC-3TTYTR
farferer 9T qaAfdeR TR

* The Election Commission (EC) is recgnjdering linking voter ID (EPIC)
with Aadhaar after a 2015 halt.
gATd TIET (EC) 2015 H U & &1 T & AdGrdr 9gdriel I3
(EPIC) &Y ITUR ¥ g W TR &X IET ¢

 EPIC refers to the Electors Photo Identification Card,
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* Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar called a meeting with key
government officials.

AEY ToAld IFd AT FAR o G TIHRT ITAHRMRAT &
AT I3F g

* The move comes after Opposition parties alleged voter list
_—~manipulation and duplicate EPIC numbers.

“IE FeHA fauel gal garl Aderar Far & s 3R STellhe
EPICHSY & RIGT & 9I¢ 3T g1

s/[..k‘\ M '@ @ _—— ﬁwjhd
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EC's Previous Attempt to Link Aadhaar | Goic) ITATT &T YR h

FIA F I TIH

* In February 2015, the EC launched
— duplicate entries.

BIadl 2015 H, Tolrd AT o

¥ TOIT NERPAP Hidiehs & R

. Over 300 %'ulllon voters were linked toW'

& AT 30 S AdErdl

b

’%‘

; = m to eliminate

I I AT FA

in three months.

T ST =T



* However, the Supreme Court’s August 2015 interim order restricted

Aadhaar’s mandatory use. ’
gTcliTeh, G HIC & I 2015 & HARA A o IR &
HiAGT 39T W Ak 91 &I

* The linking process was halted, and NERPAP was discontinued.
ﬁﬁmgé?a‘r/c%a &l 915 31X NERPAP &Risha d¢ &Y fear aram|




Current Status and Government Stand | gadAT Rufa 3R &R &1
2 2C)

* The Centre told Parliament that Aadhamlinl@oluntary
g TIRN of : CIGRE

for MR 3 AdEIdl

SiIgaT Haos ¢
. voters who do not link Aadhaar will not be removed from
voter lists. ‘ ‘ . .
| MUR A ol 8T old, 3eTeh AATH AJGT T 4
Tel §CIU SITTdT|

* No deadline or mandatory target has been set for the linking process.

feiferar gfsrar & forw ATHHAT T AfAAT ol
Tel fhdT 1T &1



Social Aspects | GTHITSH qEel

* Ensuring clean voter lists can strengthen democracy by preventing
fraud.

I Aderdr = '\Erﬁlf\ud AT NWTEIET hl Jhahd ollehdd hl
AT & gahdt &1°

. However concerns over privacy and misuse of Aadhaar data remain.

iy WW%@?WW@




Economic Aspects | £ I ED geel

/ ° . °
—= Aadhaar linkage can reduce election fraud costs and streamline voter

verification.
IR Tolfehdl AT GIETUST oI &l &A F Fehall ¢ 3N
AdSIdT cdT9el &l Tl Sl Hhall ¢

 However, implementing such a large-scale project requires significant
financial and technical resources.

gTelifeh, Sdol 95 YA Fr IRATSTAT FI AT A & ToT gITTT
a3 qereltehr TaTest B 3maegear gief|
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India plans to entirely fence
its 1,643-km-long border

with Myanmar in 10 years

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The 1,643-km-long border
with Myanmar will be en-
tirely ringed with an “anti-
cut, anti-climb” fence in
the next 10 years, accord-
ing to government officials
and a parliamentary panel
report.

The fencing project was
announced by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
in February 2024 and the
work has gathered pace in
the past three or four
months, officials said.

From April 1-December
31, 2024, an amount of
¥114.09 crore has been
spent on constructing the
fence and the company op-
erating bases (COBs) for
the Assam Rifles, which is
responsible for guarding
the Myanmar border. “The
technology is entirely indi-
genous and developed by
our own engineers. It has
anti-cut and anti-climb fea-
tures that will deter illegal
infiltration,” said a senior
official of the Assam Rifles.

Free Movement Regime
India and Myanmar share
an unfenced border, which
runs along four States.
Both countries have a un-
ique arrangement called
the Free Movement Re-
gime (FMR), which allows
people to visit families re-
siding within 10 km on
both sides of the border
without visas or a
passport.

Former Manipur Chief
Minister N. Biren Singh had

attributed the ongoing eth-
nic violence to the unregu-
lated movement of people
from across the border.

Till last year, only 10 km
of the border near Moreh
in Manipur had been
fenced.

A March 10 parliamen-
tary panel report said that
the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) had in
March 2024, approved a
proposal worth %31,000
crore to fence the Indo-
Myanmar border and to
construct roads to provide
better connectivity to com-
pany operating bases
(COBs) of the Assam Rifles.

“For creating infrastruc-
ture along the IMB (India-
Myanmar Border), the CCS
granted in-principle appro-
val for construction of
fence and 64 border roads.
Construction of fence and
road of 1,610.2 km along
IMB in 10 years and its
maintenance for five years,
at cost of ¥20,264.4 crore;
construction of 58 roads
(1,467.5 km) to connect the

Jawans patrol the India-Myanmar border. FILE PHOTO

COBs of Assam Rifles and
six approach roads (78.7
km) to IMB in 10 years and
its maintenance for five
years, at cost of ¥10,767.5
crore (total cost ¥31,031.9
crore),” the report said.

The model is likely to be
replicated along the inter-
national border with Pakis-
tan and Bangladesh, the of-
ficial said.

The fencing proposal
has faced stiff opposition
from Naga and Kuki-Zo bo-
dies, who say that it will
disrupt ethnic and familial
ties for people living on
both sides of the border.

“Surveillance cameras
will also be placed along
the fence to monitor the
area better. The border
gates and the fencing will
ensure that people who
cross the border are ac-
counted for. So far around
9,000 people have used
the border gates to enter
Manipur. There have been
very few cases of overstay-
ing,” said another govern-
ment official.







. India’s Plan to Fence the Myanmar Border | #IRd T FIAR €AT )
§1S 9 &7 faor

* India will completely fence its 1,643 km-long border with Myanmar
within 10 years. — —
WW#W%W:MM%WW
AT 9T qQA RE 918 STmuen|




* The fence will be designed with ‘anti-cut’ and ‘anti-climb’ technology
to prevent illegal infiltration.
g 915 ‘Tll-ahe 3R ‘TE-FAST doheiled J FATS ST dlfch
HAT gaYS F A T T

* The project was announced by Home Minister Amit Shah in February
2024.
gqﬁmﬁmﬁwmawﬁmﬂzomﬁﬁ
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Current Status and Budget Allocation | HTGLET fufa 3t aed
CICLIG]

* From April 1 to December 31, 2024, X114.09 crore has been spent on
fencing and constructing Co Operating Bases (COBs).

130 & 31 fgdeX 2024 de, a8 3R YT ATRCT 99
(COBs) & TAHATOT WX 114.09 FS @I U T g




* As of last year, only 10 km of the border near Moreh (Manipur) had
been fenced.

e ay¥ d%, AR & ARG & 9 shdd 10 AT a1
g18 9S8 AT
A March 10 par:jl:r\/emary report approved X31,000 crore for fencing

and roads alon e border.

10 AT T HEGT ROIC # HAT W &5 AR @Sl & foIw
31,000 S &l AT &F S|




Free Movement Regime (FMR) and Its Impact | %Y H‘\Hﬁ? fstieT (FMR)
IR SHFHT gAT

* India and Myanmar currently have an FMR arrangement, allowing
people within 10 km of the border to travel visa-free.

ARG IR FIHAR & &S IdAT H Th T Agae TSiA (FMR)
SqaedT g, e der & 10 fhar & $fiax oier foar der &

JMET Y ohd ol




* Former Manipur CM N. Biren Singh linked ongoing ethnic violence to
unregulated border movement.

A & qd ACTAAT U, iR g & I W@ S REr &t
9T T =0T arell AT IR H1GSTEr & ST

* Opposition from Naga and Kuki-Zo communities, who fear the fence
will disrupt ethnic and familial ties.

AR 3R FhI-A JHSHAT ¥ 5ThT [AOeT foar, Fifh 30 N &
o Ig Q|§W3?ﬁmmaﬁaﬁ?raﬁ?ﬁl




Infrastrugture Plans Along the Border | HIAT 9T FfaAmaY e &

* The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) approved fencing and 64
border roads.

, & 3T T@FARET (CCS) o 918 o[y 3R 64 HY&AT
HSHI T A AT
* 1,610.2 km of fence and roads will be built in 10 years, costing
?20 264.4 crore

fopaT I IR gs& 10 aut A SreelT, TSgehT
am?rl T 2?20 2644% grafr| T

* Another 1,467.5 km of roads will be built to connect COBs and improve
connectlwty

COBs T maqésawasﬁtrmesmﬁnﬂaﬁﬁw

gsch Jails




Security Measures and Monitoring | qaqr 39rg IR AIRET

 Surveillance cameras will be placed along the fence to monitor illegal
crossings.

HAY HIAT IR el T R & [T 918 & a1y [ARE SR
TINT SATTAT |

* Border gates will track individuals cyossin%:\nd ensure accountability.
AT ¢dR IR el dlel SATFAAT hl ¢oh TohdT ST 3R 3eAehT
foFAerll aa & et

* So far, 9,000 people have legally crossed into Manipur using border
gates.

379 % 9,000 T HAT ca@RT &I 3YANT FHleh Flelall &
AR 7 932 X T& ¢




restrictions

Reuters
WASHINGTON

The Trump administration
is considering issuing
sweeping travel restric-
tions for the citizens of do-
zens of countries as part of
a new ban, according to
sources familiar with the
matter and an internal me-
mo seen by Reuters.

The memo lists a total of
41 countries divided into
three separate groups.

The first group of 10
countries, including Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Syria, Cu-
ba and North Korea among
others, would be set for a
full visa suspension.

In the second group,
five nations — Eritrea, Hai-
ti, Laos, Myanmar and
South Sudan — would face
partial suspensions that
would impact tourist and
student visas as well as oth-
er immigrant visas, with
some exceptions.

In the third group, a to-
tal of 26 countries, includ-

No entry

Citizens of 10 countries,

including Afghanistan,
Iran, Syria, Cuba and North
Korea, will be totally barred
from entering U.S.

Five countries, including

Eritrea, Laos and
Myanmar, will face partial
visa suspension

Twenty-six nations,

including Pakistan, whose
citizens will have 60 days to
address U.S. concerns

ing Belarus, Pakistan and
Turkmenistan, would be
considered for a partial
suspension of U.S. visa is-
suance if their govern-
ments “do not make efforts
to address deficiencies
within 60 days”, the memo
said.

Changes expected

A U.S. official speaking on

the condition of anonymi-

ty said that there could be

changes on the list and that

it was yet to be approved
N

by the administration, in-
cluding U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio.

The New York Times first
reported on the list of
countries.

The move harkens back
to President Donald
Trump’s first-term ban on
travellers from seven ma-
jority-Muslim nations, a
policy that went through
several iterations before it
was upheld by the Su-
preme Court in 2018.

The U.S. President is-
sued an executive order on
January 20 requiring inten-
sified security vetting of
any foreigners seeking ad-
mission to the U.S. to de-

tect national security
threats.
That order had directed

several cabinet members
to submit by March 21 a list
of countries from which
travel should be partly or
fully suspended because
their “vetting and screen-
ing information is so
deficient.”
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All travel banned \
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Ca_ountrles Given a 60-Day Deadline | 60-f¢eT & ¥HT AT 9T arel
q

« 26 nations, including Pakistan, Belarus, and Turkmenistan, have been
given 60 days to address U.S. security concerns.

qifhedre], delTed 3R dehAfIedled Tfgd 26 2 &I AT
TRET A3 T &7 e & foT 60 foT o7 GE e 4 B

* If these countries fail to meet U.S. security standards, visa issuance will
be partially or fully suspended.

gie I e AR FIE&T AT H G A H [a%eT | 8, dl
mﬁvaﬁmaﬁaﬂﬁraﬁrqﬁmmme@r
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Social Aspects | GTHITSH qEel

* The travel restrictions could impact families, students, and
professionals from affected countries.

I gfadey O IHST &2 & URARI, SET 3T 9da W YHG

Ug Gohdl gl
* It may also lead to protests from immigrant communities within the

U.S.
ggmﬁmasaﬂmmmm I & TaUeT Y SIoH & GhdT
I
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The militant group, which has overshadowed the traditional nationalist moverments of Pakistan's restive provinee, moby
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The rebels who shook Pakistan

Baloch Liberation
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Support base
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ar jaffar Express
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the Taliban.
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strucrure 1l

Eroups in South Asia amnd W

new generation of young social media

sawvy Baloch uniwersity graduates is
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Baloch Liberation Army

The militant group, which has overshadowed the traditional nationalist movements of Pakistan’s restive province, mobilised thousands of fighters and stepped up

Kallol Bhattacherjee

ctober 18, 2018 came
bearing bad news for the
Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA). On that day, across
the Afghan-Pakistan border,
Kandahar’s police chief Gen. Abdul
Raziq Achakzai was assassinated by the
Taliban, who were still three years
away from capturing Kabul. Raziq was
known for his brutal tactics in dealing
with the Taliban but his assassination
in the house of the Kandahar Governor
Zalmay Wesa, who was also critically
wounded, left lingering questions
about the fate of the BLA because
among many things, Raziq also
handled the movement of Baloch
militants within the Af-Pak. territory.

The BLA suffered another setback
when its top commander Aslam
Baloch was killed in a blast three
months later, in December 2018.
Weeks earlier, the BLA had attacked
the Chinese consulate in Karachi
where two policemen and four cadre
were killed. After the targeted
assassinations of Raziq and Aslam,
there were signs that the BLA’s
logistical network would be disturbed.
The next big setback was the U.S.
designation of the BLA as a terrorist
outfit, on July 2, 2019.

However, the BLA carried out some
more daring attacks, including the May
2019 attack on the Pearl Continental
Hotel in Gwadar, the newest port of
Pakistan which is also vital for the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor. It
was the last major attack by the group
which came under pressure after the
Taliban took over Kabul on August 15,
2021. But the calm did not last long.

On March 11, 2025, the BLA carried
out its biggest attack in its nearly 25
years of operation against the Pakistani
state when its militants assaulted the
Quetta-Peshawar Jaffar Express.

The latest attack, executed through
a series of actions spread across a vast
area interspersed with mountain
tunnels, has indicated that the BLA has
bounced back from the setbacks of
2018-21, and highlighted the souring
state of relationship between Pakistan
and the Taliban.

Months before the Jaffar Express
attack, the BLA had been expanding

operations in recent months, says Free Balochistan is our only demand’

Aspecial train to transport the people rescued from a passenger train attacked by the BLA arrives in Much, Balochistan, on Wednesday. Ap

the footprint of its firepower. A survey
of its claims of attacks shows that the
Jaffar Express attack came after nearly
two years of escalation during which it
carried out an exhaustive series of
operations across Balochistan. The
BLA claimed to have carried out
attacks almost every week in 2024.

Support base

On October 7, 2024, the BLA claimed
responsibility for a blast that targeted
Karachi’s airport road, killing two
Chinese nationals and injuring 10
Pakistani nationals. The blast revived
fears about the BLA. The group rose
out of the Baloch nationalist
movement, which was traditionally
dominated by the Baloch nawabs or
sardars belonging to the Bizenjos,
Bugtis and other clans.

The BLA does not possess a formal
structure like other armed nationalist
groups in South Asia and West Asia.
The total strength of the group is
believed to be around 6,000 cadre,
though the number of sympathisers to
the Baloch cause is much higher. The
new generation of young social media
savvy Baloch university graduates is

the main support base of the group,
and the Majeed Brigade, the wing of
the BLA that carried out the attack on
the train, has been consistently at the
forefront of violent operations.

The Baloch nationalist movement
sprang from the dispute of sovereignty
in the princely states in the region that
were to join Pakistan. However, the
armed struggle under the 21st century
BLA is markedly different from the
tradition of armed militants who were
earlier indirectly supported by the
Marri, Bugti, Mengal and other
dominant clans or tribes. A dispute
over sovereignty at the end of the
British colonial rule, coupled with
negation of the federal spirit in
military-dominated Pakistan, has been
the driving force for the Baloch
national movement.

A major element of the Baloch
nationalist struggle, which was parallel
to the linguistic nationalism of
Bengali-speaking East Pakistan, was
that it unfolded during the Cold War
era. The Baloch movement was
influenced by the Soviet Union and
radical Marxist ideology in the past,
and Moscow trained many radical

Baloch figures during the period of
1950s to 1970s. Long before the BLA, in
1964, the Baloch Liberation Front
(BLF) was launched by Jumma Khan
but that outfit is now completely
overshadowed by the BLA.

The BLA rebels claim that Pakistan
has been exploiting the rich resources
of the province without giving due
share to the indigenous people and the
tribes. In recent years, the BLA has
emerged as a movement with a wide
network in both urban and rural areas
of Balochistan that has carved a space
for itself away from the traditional hold
of the sardars or tribal chieftains. BLA
rebels claim that they are aiming for
both freedom from Pakistan and
internal reform of Baloch society.

After the death of Aslam Baloch, the
BLA suffered from lack of coordination
and internal controversies.

For example, the June 29, 2020
attack by the BLA on the Karachi Stock
Exchange created an internal problem
for the organisation, after Majeed
Brigade claimed that it was carried out
by Tasleem Baloch, Shehzad Baloch,
Salman Hammal and Siraj Kungur. The
claim immediately triggered a protest

from the BLA spokesperson Azad
Baloch, who claimed that the four
were already expelled from the group.
His statement indicated that the attack
was part of an Iranian effort to malign
the group because it had not
compromised with Iran. Baloch
nationalist sentiment is prevalent both
in Balochistan of Pakistan as well as
Sistan-Balochistan, the easternmost
province of Iran.

Voice of the rebels

Traditional Baloch sardars have been
cautious and refused to acknowledge
any link with the BLA, but the
London-based pro-independence
leader Hyrbair Marri is generally
considered to be an overground voice
of the group.

Following the Jaffar Express attack,
in which, according to the Pakistani
military, 31 people, including five
civilian passengers, were killed, Mr.
Marri said: “We are Baloch and we
reject Pakistan’s flag. Remove it. We
have our own. Free Balochistan is our
only demand.”

By drawing in India, Pakistan has
highlighted an old link between Baloch
nationalist leaders and India.
Non-violent Baloch nationalist leaders
and human rights activists like Mama
Qadeer and Naela Qadri visited India
several times in the past. In the last
decade, there were instances when
BLA commanders visited India
ostensibly to seek medical treatment.

It is said, the slain Aslam Baloch had
visited India under an assumed
identity provided by the intelligence
agency of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan (before the 2021 Taliban
takeover). After the train attack,
Pakistan pointed fingers at India.
However, India “strongly rejected the
baseless allegations”, and asked
Pakistan “to look inwards”.

With the BLA gaining strength in
Balochistan and the Pakistani Taliban
stepping up attacks in the tribal region,
Islamabad-Rawalpindi is once again
facing multi-pronged security
challenges, at a time when the
country’s economy is struggling to
stabilise itself amid unresolved
political tensions between the military
backed government and the jailed
former Prime Minister, Imran Khan.
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Rise of the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) | deld foraersT st (BLA)
%l 3¢d

* The Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) has overshadowed traditional
ionalist movements in Balochlstan

foraere AT (BLA) A Se[faedled & IRINE ISgardr
gl & NS o8 fe=ar &1

* BLA has mobilized thousands of fighters and intensified operations
against the Pakistani state.

BLA o7 EoTRT oI8Tehl &l TdTod fohar § 3R giferEdrsr I &
e 319a gHell &l ool T g

* The militant group’s primary deman "Fr@"
SH 3IAIC] THG hLIET AT "Had Ul




BLA’s Major Attacks and Setbacks | BLA & qqg gH 3T sTcah

* BLA has carried out high-profile attacks, including the 2018 Chinese

Consulate attack in Karachi.

BLAS &g BIo-UIhISd gHcl U §, ToddH 2018 & =T H i
qITey gdrard 9 gHel A g

* In March 2024, the BLA targeted the Quetta-Peshawar Jaffer Express,
killing 31 people. -
AT 2024 H, BLAS FACT-UATAR SATH TFAYH I AT F7a,
fSad 31 ofer AR 90|




* Despite setbacks such as the @gﬁ@ a terrorist
group by th ;; it has rebounded strongly.

2019 & GdRT BLA &I Teh HTdehdle! HIloA SI¥d fohw
STl & STdslg, I8 §HAg Y & Afhd g1 a1 g

* BLA leaders such as Aslam Baloch and Abdul Razzaq Achakzai have
been assassinated, but the group continues operations.

HHTH o[ 3R 37sgel Talleh 3dehols S8 BLA A3 T gcaT
a?{i‘?r?l‘é,a%aﬂ}mﬁaﬁaﬁm%ﬂ )




BLA’s Sup¥ort Base and Recruitment Strategy | BLA <bT TAYT 3R

* BLA recruits from Baloch nationalist movements, particularly among
university students.

BLA Sl JrsgdTal ATeleledl d &l aar &, 9y &7 4
feafacareT & oEr & S|

* The group claims to be fighting for Baloch rights, opposing Pakistan's
exploitation of Balochistan's resources.

Ig FHE Sl Hfﬁw & T 5o IR TofOedeT & Fare=
& UIfhETell ElgeT I TaRIET el T SraT T ¢




 BLA has a well-structured network with hideouts in the South and
West Asian regions.

BLA &I Ueh HITSA sicdeh g, olgH Glaior 3R qiegs Uit &
gar H foae gl

* The group has also engaged in information warfare and media
outreach to gain support.

Ig_HAZ AT Yo AR AfSar HfAIE & Aregw § gAY
e lel T PHAA FIaT B




Pakistan’s Response and Security Challenges | qiferedrer &1 gfafshar
3R g oo

* Pakistan considers BLA a major security threat and has intensified
counterterrorism efforts. ’
qTehEclel_BLA I Teh YW FI&TT WRT AT § 3R 3ATchdlq
faOelr AT & o T B

* BLA attacks have strained Pakistan-China relations, as China has major
investments in Balochistan.

BLA S EHel & Uifeh&clel-dle A I ToATaqol &1 62T &,
Falfeh AT T TeffaEdlsl H XY A3 g




* Pakistan has accused India of supporting the BLA, a claim India denies.

qifehEdiel o IRT 9T BLA T FHAYT hdel bl RIT oLFIAT g,
8 9Ra o @Ia &Rar gl

* There is increasing cooperation between the Pakistani military and the
Taliban to counter BLA operations.

BLA & T@om® 31TRIeT Toe & forw giferearsr @ar 3R arfee
& T AT §¢ IET ¢
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International and Regional Implications | m 3T &= gHT

e BLA’s actions have drawn attention from global security agencies.
BLA T arfafaferal o afRger geam AT AT TRV T &

* Iranian Baloch nationalists in Sistan-Baluchestan province have shown
solidarity with the BLA. N .
${I0'I Gh N—N—dlcrl Gl(’H'CN'(‘“d Hld Gh d(ﬂd {Isaalia?jl BLA Qi?l
AL fe@mrar gl

* The growing insurgency complicates Pakistan’s relations with Afghanistan

andlran
ﬁ?ﬁﬁW%WﬁWWW%W&WE@W
gl aTq

* The mstablllty in Balochistan could impact Chma s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) projects in the region.

S REEGIG) ﬁwﬂmqulﬁ doc Us Us sfafAwfea (BRI)




Historical Aspects | ¥fagria® qgel

* Balochistan has a long history of demanding autonomy since it was
annexed by Pakistan in 1948.

Tol[IET # 1948 A _Urfehedlel GaRT fdeld & &g & FGA
T AT HT TH el 3T &

. The Baloch Liberation Front (BLF) was the first nationalist movement in

ater overshadowed by BLA.
54 H o[ foleRereT e (BLF) Tgell Tsgdrdl 3Mclelst om, o
gc & BLAS WIS ©ig feam




Social Aspects | GTHITSH qEel

* Balochistan remains one of the most Weveloped regions in
Pakistan. =

Te[[AIEATT UTfehEdlel & HIH AR Ad &9 H F Th g

* Human rights groups have accused Pakistan of enforced
disappearances and extrajudicial killings of Baloch activists.

ATAAIIhR_HaTSAl o TfehEdle] 9T S HRISAIS & T80T
IR =T gt &1 3IRY e g
\\\‘l\"ﬂ/d ()"'/ J({(ﬂcdyrc./
. S —t e




Economic Aspects | £ I ED geel

* Balochistan is rich in natural resources, including gas, minerals, and
coal but locals see little benefit.

Sl IEAT Whfdeh HATYAT, S 3, Wil 3R Pl ¥ THGY
& “OIfheT TATNT NI T SoTehT oI AT TRl

* China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects in Balochistan have
faced attacks from BLA militants.

AT-TTfehEdlel gehlaAliHeh PRSI (CPEC) T TolfaEdlel H
IRAVSTTT BLA & gHell ol f‘m'{(g‘é' gl




CLINICAL TRIAL RESULTS

India’s CAR T-cell

therapy for cancer
patients shows 73%
response rate: Lancet

Also warns of high incidence of
complication affecting immune cells

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MARCH 15

THE CLINICAL trial results of
India’s first CAR T-cell therapy,
published in The Lancet, showed
a 73 per cent “response rate” in
patients suffering from specific
types of blood cancer, However,
the results also pointed to the
“challenge for broader clinical
adoption” due to the high inci-
dence of a known complication
of CAR T-cell therapies, where
the immune cells get overactive,
leading to hyper-inflammation
and organ failure.

Response rate refers to the
percentage of patients who re-
sponded to the treatment — cases

in which the progression of can-
cer was either halted or reduced

The results — from the Phase
Iand Il trials, where researchers
assessed safety and effectiveness
against a given condition — are
significant as this is the first clin-
ical trial of CAR T-cell therapy
from India to be published in an
international journal.

CAR T-cell therapy, o1
chimeric antigen receptor T-cell
therapy, trains the body’s im-
mune cells to identify and de-
stroy cancer cells. This treatment
is designed for specific types of
blood cancer, and is given in
cases where cancer has relapsed
or there has been noresponse tc
first-line treatment.

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2



¢ 73% response rate to India’s CAR T-cell therapy for cancer: Lancet report

Based on unpublished, yet-to-
be peer-reviewed results, India’s
drug regulator had granted ap-
proval for this therapy in 2023.Itis
now available at several hospitals
across the country, including
Apollo, Fortis, Amrita and Max,
among others.

Given that the treatment is
novel and intended for cancer pa-
tients who have exhausted other
options, the regulator allowed the
company which developed the
therapy toforgoaPhase Ill clinical
trial to demonstrateits efficacy in
a broader population. However,
the company — a start-up incu-
bated at [IT-Bombay — must fol-
low up with all patients who re-
ceive the therapy for 15 years.

According to The Lancet report,
while atotal of 64 patients partic-
ipated in the Phase 1 and Il trials,
another 79 were administered the
therapy after the government's
approval.

The findings

Along with a response rate of
73%, the study reported an aver-
age six months survival without
any progression in acute lym-
phoblastic leukaemia patients
and four months in lymphoma

patients.

While the response rate was
found to be similar to other ther-
apies approved across the world,
a commentary published along-
side the report highlighted a high
incidence of haemophagocytic
lymphohistiocytosis — a serious
but known complication of CAR
T-cell therapies, where the im-
mune cells get overactive, leading
to hyperinflammation and organ
failure.

This complication was seenin
12% of the study participants,
leading to the death of atleast one
patient."...persistently high inci-
dence of [IEC-HS seenin this Phase
1/2 study as well as a real-world
analysis poses a challenge for
broader clinical adoption,” it said.

The study reported another
treatment-related death caused
by bleeding in the lungs and
multi-organ failure.

The most commonsside effects
reported were anaemia in 61%
participants, thrombocytopenia
(low platelet count increasing the
risk of bleeding) in 65% patients,
neutropenia (low count of white
blood cells) in 96% patients, and
febrile neutropenia (neutropenia
along with fever)in47% of the pa-

tients. To be sure, these were can-
cer patients who had failed to re-
spond to other treatments.

The therapy

Apatient's T-cells (types of im-
mune cells) are collected and ge-
netically modified into potent
cancer fighters known as CAR T-
cells so that they express chimeric
antigen receptors (CARS) specific
to cancer cells. The modified CAR
T-cells are then multiplied in the
laboratory before being infused
backinto the patient. Once in the
body, these engineered cells
recognise and attack cancer cells,
withafocus on B-cell cancers, thus
offering a targeted and potent im-
munotherapy.

The treatment developed in
India is meant for patients with
two types of blood cancers that af-
fect the B-cells — acute lym-
phoblastic leukaemia and large B-
cell lymphoma.

The significance

Access to cutting-edge cancer
treatment like CAR T-cell therapy
remains restricted to a handful of
countries owing to technological
challenges and associated costs.
“The only countries or regions

with access to at least one anti-
CD19 CAR T-cell product are the
USA, EU, UK, Japan, Australia,
Singapore, Israel, Switzerland,
Brazil, South Korea, Canada and
China,” the report said.

The therapy, developed by re-
searchers from IIT-Bombay and
TataMemorial Hospital and mar-
keted by the start-up ImmunoAct,
is the first to be approved for usein
India. Besides bringing the tech-
nology to the country, it also costs
less than similar therapies avail-
able globally. “Approved CAR T-
cell products cost US$ 373,000-
475,000, and clinical care and
possible relocation expenses
bring the total treatment cost to
over US$1,000,000... (This ther-
apy) was marketed at a relatively
low cost of approximately
US$30,000,” the report said.

“This isreally a world class in-
novation done within the coun-
try. The treatment has been found
to be comparable to others ap-
proved globally and the cost is
1/20th of those therapies. This will
improve access and affordability
of such high-end cancer treat-
ments,” Rahul Purwar, founder
and CEO of ImmunoAct, told The
Indian Express.



CAR T-cell Therapy

Remove blood from
patient to get T cells

Make CAR T cells in the lab
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* The treatment is now available in hospitals like Apollo, Fortis, Amrita,
and Max. o
T 3UUR 379 3G, ®ifed, HAAT 3R AT oY Tl A
39cTsY g

* It is primarily intended for patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia
and large B-cell lymphoma who have exhausted other options.

Ig ACT T G g fFmpleaiites ogehfAT 3R 93 §-del
fordlar @ 9ifsa 7l & fow &, Ses AT 3 Qe
3YcIsY gl g




Findings from The Lancet Report | € o€ RUIC & Ashy

* The Phase 1 and 2 trials included 64 participants, and after
government approval, 79 more patients received the therapy.

ugel 3R TXOT & GII&TOTT A 64 gfasmel anfAe 3, 3%
FIHRT HU & a1 79 3R AP &l Ig WAT & T3]

* Patients with leukemia showed an average survival of six months
without disease progression.

ogeh (AT & H Og #Aglel deh fo9ell SIART d¢ Sifdd Ee
$ 3T T T I

* Lymphoma patients showed four months of progression-free survival.

fOIFRIAT & ANST H IR Aglel dob 90T STHARNT d¢ Igad I
3afer a1 FT T3]




Side Effects and Risks | gS9HTd 3y SfEH

 Common side effects include anemia (61% cases), thrombocytopenia
(65%), and neutropenia (96%). o
HTH SSYATET H TAITAAT (61% AFHA H), FFararserai=dr
(65%% =geIafaar (96%) MAST &

* A serious but known complication, haemophagocytic
lymphohistiocytosis, was observed in 12% of participant
Teh ITHR odfhad ATT SAfeardr, grAThMEEcH
formifgReararsei@a, 12% afaenfar & &t 75|

* At least one treatment-related death occurred due to lung bleeding
and multi-organ failure.

hH T »H T AYST oI Ald Bhst A EFddd 3R 9g-3197
%qmméswwgél N
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How the Therapy Works | I8 4T & &HTH FIdT & ﬂ”

* Patient’s T-cells are collected and genetically modified to express 3 N
cancer-fighting antigen receptors (CARs) C

AU & E-Hed Pl 3Hhcol dih RIS T H TR
STaT & arfeh 3§ SO Térelel REAted (CARs) cod Y Tl

* The modified CAR T-cells are multiplied in the lab and reinfused into

the patient.
TAMTT CAR T-Ted &l TIARRITAT H Fo1=T AraT g 3R T #Ad<r
H YeT: STell ST & 13 Jew

. These engineered cells recognize and attack B-cell cancers, making the
treatment hlghly targeted.
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Cost and Global Comparison | elTeTd 3y dfRaw delell

* Globally, CAR T-cell therapies cost between $373,000 to $475,000,
with additional costs ex eding S1 million.
df?aeh TAX W, CART-HeT 9 o $373,000 & $475,000
% B ¥, 3 ol @ $1 (AT F M @ Fehell ¥

* India’s CAR T-cell therapy is available at approximately $30,000,

making it 1/20th the cost of international treatments.
Wﬂwmwmﬁmw g, Sl AW

3UART T JelelT H 1/20aT T &
* The affordability makes it accessible to a larger population in India.
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Significance of This Development | $H T &1 Aga

* India joins an elite gr@appro ed CAR T-cell
therapies, mcludmgt U.S w
AR 3o Afolar ST H 3 AR T-8¢ T !
A AT &, orad 3ARer, I, S AR AT anfaer €

* This innovation highlights India’s growing capabilities in cutting-edge
cancer research.
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* The therapy is expected to improve cancer treatment accessibility in
low and middle-income countries.
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Historical Aspects | ¥fagria® qgel

* CAR T-cell therapy was first approved in the U.S. in 2017 for blood
cancers.

CAR T-8¢ 2T &l Ugell IR 2017 H AR H (T FI &+
forT #Holr & 15 |

* India’s approval of its first CAR T-cell therapy marks a major milestone
in cancer treatment.
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India may fac

Job openings in India’s Al
sector could surpass 2.3
million by 2027, even as its
talent pool is expected to
grow to around 1.2 million,
says a Bain & Co report

M Al-related job postings have
explodedsince 2019, postinga 21
percentannualincrease —=

[ Compeﬁ:EfTMese roles
hasrisenby 11 per cent each year
since 2019

M The supply of qualified Al
professionals has not kept pace
with the demand, creatinga
widening talent gap that risks
slowing down Al adoption across
industries, according to the study.

M Absence of in-house Al expertise
isamajor obstacleto

implementing generative Al
technologies, say executives
surveyed globally

M Al-trained staff shortage is
projected to persist through at
least 2027

How to address Al talent shortage
Addressing the Al talent

shortage requiresa multi-
pronged approach. Companies
must move beyond traditional
hiring practices. They must
prioritise continuous upskilling
initiatives to cultivate internal
talent, according to the report.

Source: PTI/ Bain & Company study




WPL FINAL

Mumbai’s Kaur and Kerr deliver to clinch title; third heartbreak for DC

SYNOPSIS

Mumbai Indians won their 2nd
WPLtitle, riding on clutch
performances from their star
players, led by a Harmanpreet Kaur
special. For Delhi Capitals, three
straight final defeats.

VINAYAKK MOHANARANGAN
MARCH 15

MEG LANNING'S Delhi Capitals faced yet
another final heartbreak after having made
it to three finals in three Women's Premier
League editions. Once again - as in the last
two editions - it was their batting that let
them down, as they fell short in the final
hurdle at the Brabourne Stadium. Mumbai
Indians clinched their second title, winning
by 8 runs while defending 149/7, riding on
match-winning performances from their
star players. Leading the charge was
Harmanpreet Kaur, the captain playing a
sensational knock under pressure that
proved to be the difference in the end.

Harmanpreet steps up

Before the tournament began, in the
captain's press meet, a question was posed
whether we will finally see the first cen-

tury in WPL this season. Meg Lanning pre-
dicted it would happen and three
Australian batters, including the former
Aussie captain, came close in Lucknow.
Harmanpreet Kaur then chimed in with a
prediction on who it might be, she put her
own name up. It wasn't quite a ton on the
big night, but Harmanpreet's 44-ball 66 is
worth more than any century.

When she came into bat, Ml were 14/2 in
the 5th over. At the other end of the pow-
erplay, the scoreboard read 20/2. DC could-
n't have possibly dreamt of a better start. In
the Eliminator, she had to come in late af-
ter a huge partnership and blasted her way
to a 12-ball 36. But here, she had to dig in.
Unsurprisingly, she played a few pre-med-
itated sweeps for singles to steady the ship,
moving to 11 off 15 balls at the end of the
9th over. Then came the acceleration, as she
welcomed Annabel Sutherland with a six
over square leg. That was followed by a gor-
geous off-drive past mid-off for a four. In the
11th over, she hit Jess Jonassen for a hat-
trick of fours, manipulating the field ex-
pertly on the offside. Even when she was
evidently starting to struggle with a leg is-
sue, she cleared the field on the leg side off
Jonassen for a huge six. Her last 55 runs
came off just 29 balls.

At one point, when the stadium DJ was
asking the crowd to chant her name, her
teammates from the dugout joined in too, it

was that sort of an innings.

Harmanpreet Kaur slammed 66 runs at a strike rate of 150 to take Mumbai toa
first-innings total of 149, which they defended to win the WPL final. Amit Chakravarty

Mumbai-Kerr magic

Her scores with the bat this season
read: 9,19, 2, 17,10, 5,9, and 2 in the final.
Amelia Kerr is a much better batter than
those numbers suggest and it was yet an-
other disappointing effort from someone

who sets high standards for herself. But
thatis the beauty of having an allrounder as
elite as Kerr, because she can deliver on the
other two skills.

With the ball, she picked up 2/25, with
two big breakthroughs. DC had managed

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

to score 37/2 in the powerplay despite early
setbacks, miles ahead of 20/2 from MI. But
Kerr struck right after the 6-over mark to
dismiss Jonassen, who had won a couple of
matches for DC when promoted to bat at
No 3.

Then came perhaps a bigger turning
point. Jemimah Rodrigues was looking de-
termined to finish a lean season on a high
and hit Kerr for back-to-back fours at the
start of the 11th over.

Then Kerr threw one up slowly outside
off, to draw a false shot from Rodrigues, fol-
lowing that up with her trademark wrong-
un. Rodrigues could only get a leading edge,
and there was Kerr, ready to show her field-
ing skills, sprinting forward in the follow-
through and diving forward to take a bril-
liant return catch. Kerr finished the season
with 18 wickets, joint top with Hayley
Matthews.

NSB, the MVP

She became the first batter to score
1,000 runs in the history of WPL, and also
crossed 500+ in a single season. But Nat
Sciver-Brunt's most significant contribu-
tions came with the ball in hand, in the
company of retired South African legend
Shabnim Ismail.

Despite a decent comeback with the
bat, Lanning's team would have taken 150
as a target to chase in a ground conducive
to boundary hitting. With Shafali Verma

and Meg Lanning at the top of the order
who have scored more than 1000 runs to:
gether, Ml desperately needed a good start
Sciver-Brunt produced the first break-
through to get one through Lanning's de
fence and then Ismail bowled one of he:
expert off-cutters with the new ball, trap
ping Shafali plumb in front. Ismail finishec
with figures of 1/15 in her four overs.

Then, at the death, Sciver-Brunt came¢
back to pick up the big wicket of Marizanng
Kapp, who was playing her best innings o
the season. Batting on 40 off 25 balls, the
South African tried to hit one on the uj
down the ground but Hayley Matthew:
completed the catch. Shikha Pandey wa:
bowled the next ball.

And with 14 needed off 6 balls, she
calmly delivered a final over with her cut:
ters proving near impossible to put away
for Delhi's lower order. With figures of 3/3(
in 4 overs - on a night when she couldn’
quite go big with the bat — Nat Sciver-Brun
signed off an incredible season with «
clutch performance. By some distance, the
WPL's Most Valuable Player.

BRIEF SCORES: Mumbai Indians 149 for ’
in 20 overs (Harmanpreet Kaur 66, Na
Sciver-Brunt 30; Jess Jonassen 2/26, Shres
Charani 2/43) defeated Delhi Capitals 14
for 9 in 20 overs (Marizanne Kapp 40
Jemimah Rodrigues 30; Nat Sciver-Brun
3/30) by eight runs.



Countries India

Administrator Board of Control for Cricket
in India

Headquarters Cricket Centre, Churchgate,
Mumbai, Maharashtra

Format Twenty20 cricket

First edition 2023

Latest edition 2025

Next edition 2026

Tournament Double round-robin
format Playoffs

Number of
teams

successful
Most runs Nat Sciver-Brunt (1,027)
Most wickets  Hayley Matthews (41)
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U.S. strikes on Yemen kill 31; Houthis hit back

The rebels say their armed forces launched an attack on a US. carrier in the Red Sea; ‘hell will rain down upon’ the militant group and Iran, its main backer, warns President

Trump; Pentagon chief vows ‘unrelenting’ campaign until Houthi attacks on shipping stops; Tehran slams Washington, says it had ‘no authority’ to dictate Iran’s foreign policy

Agence France-Presse
Associated Press
SANAA

he first U.S. strikes
T against  Yemen’s
Houthis since Do-

nald Trump took office
killed 31 people on Satur-
day evening, the rebels
said, with the United States
President warning “hell
will rain down upon” the

Iran-backed group if it did
not stop attacking
shipping.

The Houthis said they
launched an attack on a
U.S. carrier in the Red Sea
on Sunday, hours after the
deadly strikes.

“In response to this
(U.S.) aggression, the
armed forces conducted a
military operation... target-
ing the US aircraft carrier
USS Harry Truman and its
accompanying warships,”
the group said in a state-
ment, adding it had
launched 18 missiles and a
drone. There was no im-

mediate comment from
the United States about the
claim

Iran’s Minister of Fo-
reign Affairs Abbas Aragh-
chi condemned the deaths,
and said Washington had
“no authority” to dictate
Tehran’s foreign policy.

The Houthis, who have
attacked Israel and Red Sea
shipping throughout the
Gaza war, said children
were among those killed.

Attacks on Sanaa, as
well as on areas in Saada,
Al-Bayda and Radaa, killed
at least 31 people and
wounded 101, “most of
whom were children and
women”, Houthi Health
Ministry  spokesperson
Anis Al-Asbahi said.

‘Iran accountable’

The airstrikes “actually tar-
geted multiple Houthi lead-
ers and took them out,”
U.S. National Security Ad-
visor Michael Waltz told
ABC News. He added that
the U.S. “will hold not only

Deadly hit: Smoke rises from a location reportedly hit by U.S. strikes in Sanaa, Yemen, on Saturday. AP

the Houthis accountable,
but we’re going to hold
Iran, their backers, ac-
countable as well.”
Pentagon chief Pete
Hegseth echoed that mes-
sage on Sunday, vowing an
“unrelenting” missile cam-
paign until the Houthi at-
tacks stop. “I want to be ve-
ry clear, this campaign is

about freedom of naviga-
tion and restoring deter-
rence,” Mr. Hegseth said in
a televised Fox Business
interview.

Mr. Trump, in a post on
social media, vowed to
“use overwhelming lethal
force” to end the Houthi at-
tacks, which the rebels say
are in solidarity with Pales-

tinians amid the Gaza war.

Mr. Trump also issued a
stern warning to the
group’s main backer. “To
Iran: Support for the
Houthi terrorists must end
IMMEDIATELY!” he said,
adding it would be held
“fully accountable” for any
continued threats.

In its response, Iran

“strongly condemned the
brutal air strikes” in a
statement, denouncing
them as a “gross violation
of the principles of the UN
Charter”.

‘Appropriate responses’
The head of the country’s
Revolutionary Guards,
Hossein Salami, said: “Iran
will not wage war, but if
anyone threatens, it will
give appropriate, decisive
and conclusive responses.”

He also denied his coun-
try’s involvement in the
Houthis’ attacks, saying it
“plays norole in setting the
national or operational
policies” of the militant
groups it is allied with
across the region, accord-
ing to state-run TV.

The Houthis’ political
bureau said its “forces are
fully prepared to confront
escalation with
escalation”.

The rebels, who have
controlled much of Yemen
for more than a decade,

are part of the “axis of re-
sistance” of pro-Iran
groups staunchly opposed
to Israel and the United
States.

They have launched
scores of drone and missile
attacks on ships in the Red
Sea and Gulf of Aden.

Pentagon spokesperson
Sean Parnell said the
Houthis had “attacked U.S.
warships 174 times and
commercial vessels 145
times since 2023”.

The campaign put a ma-
jor strain on the vital route,
which normally carries
about 12% of world ship-
ping traffic, forcing many
companies to take a costly
detour around southern
Africa.

The Palestinian group
Hamas, which has praised
the Houthi support, lashed
out at the U.S. strikes,
branding them “a stark
violation of international
law and an assault on the
country’s sovereignty and
stability”.
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YEMEN
\/I,,W"ﬂ% Key players in the conflict

In March 2015, a Saudi-led coalition - backed by the US - intervened militarily in
l’ Yemen in a bid to fight the Houthis, restore Hadi's government, and reverse
b' what they say is growing Iranian influence in the region.
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YEMEN
Saudi and Emirati military capabilities

The UAE and Saudi Arabia have both purchased multibillion-dollar missile
defense systems from the US to intercept missiles fired by Houthi rebels.
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Battle for Yemen

Warplanes from Saudi Arabia and Arab allies launched air strikes in Yemen on Thursday
to stop the advance of the Iran-allied Houthi militia towards President Abd-Rabbu

Mansour Hadi’s southern refuge.

TERRITORIAL CONTROL
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Warplanes bombed the facilities to
weaken the Houthi’s air power.
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1. U.S. Strikes on Yemen Kill 31; Houthis Retaliate | IH«d UYI AR
gHAr | 31 &I Al a’lfirzl’r o STdTdl gHAT 1%»111

* The U.S. launched its first airstrikes against Yemen’s Houthis since
Donald Trump took office.
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* The strikes killed 31 people, including civilians and children, according
to Houthi sources.

BI AT & 3TN, 51 §HcH H 31 oIl AR 91T, A AR
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* U.S. President Trump warned that ‘hell will rain down’ if the Houthis
continue attacking Re Sea shippi -
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2. Houthi Retaliation | gf3aY & srareE FRATS

* The Houthis claimed they attacked a U.S. aircraft carrier, USS Harry
/Tr an, in the Red Sea on Sunday. .
of Grar TohdT T 3eglel YTddR &l I8 &I H (AR
TIShHITC AT 'JUHTH g3 THA' T gHe ol

issiles and a drone in response to the airstrikes.

* They launched 1¢ ‘
STaTel Fdrs H il o 18 Th SieT GEl|

* Iran condemned th, calling them a violation of
international law.

SUel of AN g I far $r 3R T8 AT FlefsT

3coclded ddTrdT|




5. Strategic and Economic Impact | S 3R s goE

* Houthi attacks on ships in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden have disrupted

lobal shipping routes. . ‘ ‘
b 2 30T 3ceT B @ o X gwAt o ARaw ARG FElt

aifag ¥ fear &

* Around 12% of global shipping traffic uses this route, forcing
companies to take a costly detour around Africa.




The conflicti s tensions between the U.S., Iran, and its allies,
|m acting mFEﬁES and regional stabili
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Historical Aspects | ¥fagria® qgel

* The U.S. and Houthis have been in conflict since 2015 when the Saudi-
led coalition intervened in Yemen.

ARG 3R gy 2015 & TgY H §, J9 3T T8 o JHA
H g&edaq foar |

* Houthis claim their attacks are in solidarity with Palestine against
Israel.

ﬁzﬁ &TaT &d o Toh 3oich gHol ThiaEdld & JHId H SoNisd
& W&rd gl




Taking wing
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Nascent hope: An Indian long-billed vulture with its chick at India’s only vulture sanctuary, Ramadevarabetta in Karnataka on Sunday. The
season marks the fourth consecutive year of successful breeding at the sanctuary, a sign of hope for the endangered species. K. MURALI KUMAR
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‘Grenade-like object” hurled at

YouTuber’s house in Punjab

dhut on Sunday. Two videos have emerged

since the incident, one in
gang:er.:hahud Bhart,

a Pakistani
edly claims that

purport
arried out the artack against the YouTuber
P gy using derognrary language againss

the Muslim community. H

orwever, the “grenade™

did not explode, and the house was not

damaged, the police said. =

Seven policemen injured in
spate of mob attacks in Bihar

Seven policemen were injured in three incidents
maolb

unges
district, another policeman of the same rank died

in Araria district on Wednesday,

Bodo Peace Accord proved
Cong. wrong: Shah in Assam

Pact bros

ce, deve

GLWALLATI

nion Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah in As-
¥ sakd
acked

eonference of the

. Badol
Reglon (BTR), where
tribal council elections are
due in

nng.anpna,.,

s

thee all

brought peace and deve-
lopment in a region where
discussions once ved
around  condli and

The BTR is ruled by the
United Peoples Party Lib-
eral (UPPLY in alliance with
the BIP. The Congress is
likely to be the only main-
stream party to challenge
them in the elections.
“The Congress made

turn our 1o be a joke. To-
day, the accord has

Lawmds ABSU"s role

The Minister lauded the
ABSU for s Big role In the

prevailing e and dew

lnpu-em e BTR, which
comprises five  districts.
“There would have been
no peace in  Bodoland
without the union's invol-

the development of the
BTR administered by the

Bodo Shudents” Unice in Holosihar, A55am, on Sunday. s

autonomous  Bodoland
“Territorial Council (FTC).

wears on the rehabilitation
of 4881 wha

Union Hormwe Minister at annual conference of
rlte.»\lll:ludusmdenla Unio ..ﬂdammmﬁeudhurrlmﬁmnhundln

and blockades
Mortheast from terrorism,
bandhs, and blockades.
Sarma for empl

F Sk Bode vour in 2
commande battalion, he

initiatives tn  strengthen
peare and development in
the region.

(Guardian of the Bodos)
Upendranath  Krahma,
wheo was born ar Domma.
“Bodofa's bust will be un-
el

Minister,” he sasd.

signed the 2020 peace
cord alomg with the ABSU
Al

Assam, and more than
10,000 youth  were
browght to re

“modii freed the entre

n.zren—mg 0 the selzure of
methanm;
worth

Modi government’s crack-
domwmn 1ld con-
tinue. “No mercy for drug

carrels;” he said on X.

11 arrested in M.P. for
killing ASI; ex gratia
of ¥1 cr. for kin: CM

Mauganj district a day ear-
Iier, said a senbor afficer on

nounce ex gratia of 21
cfors for the family of the
slain policeman, Ramcha

ran Gautam,

The Chief Minister sabd
Gankam will be accorded
the status of a “martyr™
ha was killed in the Bae of
dury. ©ne of the family
meribers of the decensed
will get a government jab,
M. Yaday added.

A group of wribal people
on Saturday allegedly ab-

and arcund the
Gadara village, where the

‘One af the persons injured in
the attac in Maugar] being
shifted 10 a hospisal Pri

incident ok place. It is lo-
cated nearly 25 km from

the Maugan] districe head-

akoy.
Anacking the ruling BIP
over the “law and order

collapse”, Congress Stare
Tilef Jiou Patward said: “The
police committed atroci-
ties on tribals in Maugand,
who retaliated and  at-
tacked the police.”

Mann will complete 5 years as CM;
drugs, graft main issues: Kejriwal

CHANDIGARN

sam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national convener Arvind

prayers at the Golden Tem-

i Bhagwant
Mann at the Golden Tempie
In Amitsar on Sunday. o1

Arvind

ple on the completion of
three years of the

in Hoshiarpur diserict.
Speaking tm reporters in
.nmn r. Kejriwal said,

‘the biggest pro-
Elarma i Boniab are At

battle for sy (ssice)”

“WHL fulfil promise”
Meanmwhile, Mr. Mann told
reporters on Sunday that
the  rull

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHD

Alleging that people of a
certain community are in-
antisoclal activi-

haull)ual demanded a ban
on ‘non-Hindus' at the
remple and the Char Dham
‘¥atra route.

The Congress slammed
the BIP leaders for making
“provocative~  statements
10 gain popularity.

Ms. Nautival, who was

Prohibit mon-Hindus’
from Char Dham Yatra
route: Kedarnath MLA

elected in the bypoll lase

af non-w
Higquor omn the route.

219 non-existent madrasas face
FIRs for drawing U.P. govt. aid

LucKmonw

The Uttar Pradesh Police

larities during
ns probe and informed
authoriries.

“Atotal of 219 cases have

Cascs registercd in

Superintendent of Police,

announced a Csurves” to
map unrecognised madra-
sas. Multiple imvest

by the Education Depart-
ment and the police were
conducted o check the
funding of these instit-
tions.  The continuous
probe drew flak from Mus-
lim groups and Opposition
parties, which asked the
government to “take ac
‘tion against illegal madra-
sas but not terrorise the
Muslinm eommunkty”.

T.N’s mangrove cover has doubled
between 2021 and 2024: report

4,500 ha n 2021 to 9,039
hain 2024.

The increase can be at-
eribused to both new man-

grove plantations and the
preservation

one:
ericts, accon

for almeast half of Tamil Na-
du's total mangrove and
plantation area.
Other key districts con
eributing to the States
cover include
parti-

mangrove

cuddalore and Naga

nam, with 1,107 ha and 1,021
ctively.

ha, respe: The man-

Ecolagica

Uy crucial: Some of the key districts contributing te the State's mangnove cewer, indude

ddaloee and Magapattinam, with 1,117 ha ard 1,021 ha, respectively. ALEevaTs

grove cover in Cuddalore,
I‘].nw:lur. and Thanjavur
also have substantial car-
storage capacities,
‘total carbomn stocks of
249 . 145 tonnes/

bon
with

wlogcal stability, providing
-

ha, andT?Slnnnﬁ,iha res-

c maos
ere and store it in carbon
pools such as soil, organic
marter, or blomass.

Mangrove areas with
lower density, such as
those in wuupmsm {2.59
tonnes/ha) an
(131 tonnes/hal, capture
smaller quantities of car-
bon.

Mangrove forests are
crucial for Tamil Nadu's ec-

in Tiruvallur.

According te the 2021
State of Forest Report by
the Forest Survey of India,

the mangrove forest cower

and existing mangrove for-
ests  comprising SS9
G.am ha).

To ensure the sustaina-
Bility of these eforts, the
report recommends  the

otion of sustainable
felinoods like  eco-tou
rism and carbon  eredit
programmes.
Additionally, chere s
focus Alieict spectfic
Planning with  consera.
tion strategies railored to
preserve and expand man-
grove ecosystems.

Fire at thermal power
plant in Thoothukudi
shuts down three units

THOOTHUKUDU

major fire broke ous at
T

syt
Tty And spread to Uit
n.

The officials immediate-
By alerted the Fire and Res-
cue Service team, which
began  the firefighting
operation.

Rescue

Fire at Tuticorin The

said around 50 fire safery

al
4 Lirées 1,11 et M, oo Suanony o Farrat thes b el s

were :dmjmd 1o Thoothu-

Press Trust of India
CHANBIGARH

The Samyukta Kisan Mor-

Chandigarh and they will

work
Speaking o The Hindu. J.
an,

‘Chal ki Medical there.
the operation to control  College and Hospital and b goes
the fire, with I0 water ten-  their consdit ‘were re- | will present the State Bud-

d Managing Disector
The Tl Machs Ceneration
and Distribution Corpora-
ion deo),  con-
firmed the temporary shur-
down of the three units in
the power station. Rescue
rations were progress-
ing  ste the
chall

inspecting the site
on sunday, Thoothukudi
Collector K. Elambahavath

rs
and neighbouring districis
being deploved. Units 1 and
1l were affected by the fire
and unit 18 was

a precautionary ummlue‘
he noted.

Firefighters suffocated
The Collector mentioned
that two firefighters who
suffered from suffocation
due to inhalation of smoke

as a precautionary mea-
sure.

To completely extin

be br. open. Ei ers
of the power stasion and
fire  service ]

convened from March Zi
ll 2

The SKM leaders om
Sunday lashed out at Pun-
Jab Chief Minister Bhas-
want for allegesdly
mideading pesple, They
slammed the AAP leaders,
accusing them of spread-
Ing “false propaganda”

TEaen Aera T

AT RN FYT TG E

Tow

SRR A
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T.N.s mangrove cover has doubled
between 2021 and 2024: report

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The mangrove forest cover
in Tamil Nadu has almost
doubled in the last few
years, expanding from
4,500 ha in 2021 to 9,039
ha in 2024.

The increase can be at-
tributed to both new man-
grove plantations and the
preservation of existing
ones across several dis-
tricts, according to a report
by the Centre for Climate
Change and Disaster Man-
agement, Anna University.

The report, titled ‘Blue
Carbon Monitoring for
Mangroves of Tamil Nadu’,
says Tiruvarur district has
the largest mangrove area,
covering 2,142 ha. This in-
cludes 1,470 ha of existing
mangroves and 672 ha of
newly planted ones. Than-
javur closely follows with a
total of 2,063 ha, consist-
ing of 854 ha of plantations
and 1,209 ha of natural
mangroves. Together,
these two districts account
for almost half of Tamil Na-
du’s total mangrove and
plantation area.

Other key districts con-
tributing to the State’s
mangrove cover include
Cuddalore and Nagapatti-
nam, with 1,117 ha and 1,021
ha, respectively. The man-

= — 2

Ecologically crucial: Some of the key districts contributing to the State’s mangrove cover, include
Cuddalore and Nagapattinam, with 1,117 ha and 1,021 ha, respectively. FILE PHOTO

grove cover in Cuddalore,
Tiruvarur, and Thanjavur
also have substantial car-
bon storage capacities,
with total carbon stocks of
249 tonnes/ha, 145 tonnes/
ha, and 77.5 tonnes/ha, res-
pectively.

High carbon stocks are
beneficial as they absorb
carbon from the atmosph-
ere and store it in carbon
pools such as soil, organic
matter, or biomass.

Mangrove areas with
lower density, such as
those in Villupuram (2.59
tonnes/ha) and Tiruvallur
(13.1 tonnes/ha), capture
smaller quantities of car-
bon.

Mangrove forests are
crucial for Tamil Nadu’s ec-

ological stability, providing
ecosystem services such as
coastal protection, nu-
trient cycling, and serving
as breeding grounds for
marine life.

These ecosystems also
play a critical role in com-
bating climate change by
acting as carbon sinks.

Invasive species
However, the report high-
lighted the presence of the
highly invasive Prosopis ju-
liflora in mangrove forests
across Thoothukudi, Ra-
manathapuram, Thanja-
vur, Tiruvarur, and Kattur
in Tiruvallur.

According to the 2021
State of Forest Report by
the Forest Survey of India,

the mangrove forest cover
in Tamil Nadu stood at
4,500 ha. By 2024, this has
more than doubled to
9,039 ha, with new planta-
tions making up 40.1%
(3,625 ha) of the total area
and existing mangrove for-
ests comprising 59.9%
(5,414 ha).

To ensure the sustaina-
bility of these efforts, the
report recommends the
promotion of sustainable
livelihoods like eco-tou-
rism and carbon credit
programmes.

Additionally, there is a
focus on district-specific
planning with conserva-
tion strategies tailored to
preserve and expand man-
grove ecosystems.
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Mangrove Cover in Tamil Nadu Doubles Between 2021 and 2024 |

dfAesTg A HMT 3 &F 2021 ¥ 2024 F & QAT g3

* Tamil Nadu’s orest cover has expanded from 4,500 hectares
in 2021 to 9,039 hectares in 2024.
Haa 2021 H 4,500 gFcI & gt 2024

F 9,038 gFeAX @ I_m ¢




* This increase is due to both new mangrove plantations and
conservation of existing forests.

:_g gcc\ﬁ?r AT AT FEIRIG0T 3R HIS[ET d=il & HI&IOT & HNROI
|

No

* The report was prepared by the Centre for Climate Change and
Disaster Management, Anna University.

g ROIC 311 faeafacared & HeX B FASHT UoT TS
fEoieey Aaerdie garT AR & 78 &




K(;g'/_’rDistricts with Major Mangrove Cover | Y& ool A A aa

* Thiruvarur district has the largest mangrove area, covering 2,142

198 931 AT &7 §, S 2,142 gFeaw & e g

7~ (0

. L)
-t C




* Thanjavur follows closely with 2,063 hectares, containing both natural
and newly planted mangroves.

dSiaY 2,063 8T & ATY g TU W &, o7 9H Thfds
3R 9T oEne v AMg A g

* Cuddalore and Nagapattinam districts contribute significantly, with
1,117 ha and 1,021 ha, respectively. ’
FIAR 3R APTICTETHT Torell T HecaqoT A9TeT &, o

ShHT: 1117%3%313#111021@7:?%&%3%&




. Environmental Benefits of Mangroves | AT T & IIATAIONT TeT

* Mangroves store high amounts of carbon, acting as carbon smks to
combat climate change.

AT 57 AHT H FIoo] FIBT I & 3R STodarg aRadeT
fgca & T el e & &7 & &1 aad &1

* They provide ecosystem services such as coastal protection, nutrient
cycling, and marine breeding grounds

Y qIRiEAfas dF AAC Yeld ad 8, o & i e, qvs
dcd ThUT, IR FHGY Shdl & Jolold TUel|

* Mangrove forests also help in maintaining ecologlcal stablllt

Hag a7 qIRTEUTAS BAET dd10 WA H ACE Hd ¢




Future Sustainability and Recommendations | TSI A FPywar 3k
Rt

* The report recommends promoting eco-tourism and carbon credit

rograms to ensure sustainability. o~

%Cﬂ% P} %’T—n AT A & oIl Shl-cRed AR Fre
shisc PTGl ol I fABINRT &I 915 g

* District-specific conservation strategies should be implemented for
further expansion, . ,
AE AR & v [Srer-fafIse J&T0T T0THITaAT T o] fohar
S IGINGIRY

* 40.1% of the total increase in mangrove cover is due to new
plantations, while 59.9% comes from preserved existing forests.
H Fel G #71 40.1% A7 g %,
59.9% HIS[eT a=l o TI&TOT H g3 &




Chandrayaan—S has received

Centre’s approval, will carry

Press Trust of India
CHENNAI

The Centre recently ac-
corded approval for the
ambitious Chandrayaan-5
mission to study the moon,
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation Chairman V. Na-
rayanan said on Sunday.

At an event to felicitate
him for taking over as the
Chairman of the Bengalu-
ru-headquartered ISRO,
Mr. Narayanan said that
unlike the Chandrayaan-3
mission which carried the
25-kilogram rover ‘Praya-
gyaan’, the Chandrayaan-5
mission would carry a 250-
kg rover to study the
moon’s surface.

The Chandrayaan mis-
sion consists of studying
the lunar surface. Chan-
drayaan-1,  successfully
launched in 2008, took

]
[ N ]

Amodel of Chandrayaan-4.

chemical, mineralogical
and photo-geologic map-
ping of the Moon.

The Chandrayaan-2 mis-
sion (2019) was 98% suc-
cessful, but just two per
cent of the Mission could
not be achieved in the final
stages.

Still, the onboard high-
resolution camera on
Chandrayaan-2 is sending
hundreds of images, Na-
rayanan, also the Secretary

250-kg rover, says ISRO chief

of Department of Space,
said. Chandrayaan-3 Mis-
sion is a follow-on mission
to Chandrayaan-2 to de-
monstrate end-to-end cap-

ability in safe landing and
roving on the lunar
surface.

Chandrayaan-3 success

ISRO successfully launched
the Chandrayaan-3 mission
with the Lander Vikram
successfully ‘soft-landing’
on the South pole of the
Moon on August 23,2023.

“Just three days back,
we got the approval for
Chandrayaan-5 Mission.
We will be doing it in asso-
ciation with Japan,” Na-
rayanan said.

The Chandrayaan-4 Mis-
sion, expected to be
launched in 2027, aims to
bring samples collected
from the moon.

A IN-X




Chandrayaan-5 Receives Centre's Approval | TeATA-5 T g T Iﬁl‘\ﬁ

* The Indian government has approved ISRO’s Chandrayaan-5 mission to

study the Moon. . .
HRT TWHR o 80 o IgAI-5 TAAT I IGAT T eI

A & foT FAY ¢ & g

* ISRO Chairman V. Narayanan confirmed the approval at an event in
Bengaluru.

SHU 3EYRT a1, ARV o §oTcle H Ueh HR-hA H g8 Holl
1 qiSe | >




Key Features of Chandrayaan-5 | qedTA-5 HI 97y ICEILGILY

* Unlike Chandrayaan-3, which carried a 25-kg rover "Pragyan”,
Chandrayaan-5 will carréxa much heavier 250-kg rover.

AgdTd-3 & 25 fohall & ‘Tl UaT & , Igd1ed-5 H 250
fheil &1 HRY (ax gram|

* The mission will focus on chemical, mineralogical, and photo-geologic
mapping of the Moon.

g TAMA TGHT sl T TeIeh, Whetal 3R BIel-dTleleh AT

QX higd gIam|
 The mission will be\carried out in coIIaborati;@
Ig AU YT o JEAeT o a7 |




Success of Previous Chandrayaan Missions | fU&er TedTeT fAerE &y
HP ol dl

//ehandrayaan-l 2008) successfully mapped the Moon’s surface and

g Tel- Fhold[ddeh dGHI Adg hl AR
fopam 3R STeT 3TOT3MT T Wil T

. drayaan-2 (2019) was 98% successful but faced minor setbacks in
he final landing phase. , ,
U%&IIO—I-Z.(ZO'IQ) 98% THel TgT, olfehel {AH NI H F&

Sl GTHAT hIAT YsT|

/-G‘)andrayaan% (2023) achieved a historic soft landing on the Moon’s
South Pole on August 23.

ﬂ%qm-B (2023) & 23 3MTEd @l dgAT & faivll ga &

—

ATFe oifsdT |



Future Chandrayaan Missions | ¥TasT & dIgdTel AT

* Chandrayaan-4, expected to launch in 2027, aims to bring lunar
samples back to Earth.

edTA-4, TS 2027 A ol fohdT STeam, IgAT & e g
QY ol T JIATH |

* Chandrayaan-5 will further enhance lunar exploration with a heavier
and more advanced rover.

TeATA-5 Teh HRT 3N 3T Iooicd A o AY Tg I=aT0T H
3 d9gd< SATUT|




Mission

Chandrayaan-1

Chandrayaan-2

Chandrayaan-3

Chandrayaan-4

Chandrayaan-5

Launch Year

2008

2019

2023

Planned Futire
Mission

Planned Future
Mission

Objective

India's first lunar
probe, aimed at
mapping the
Moon and
detecting water

Orbiter, lander
(Vikram), and
rover (Pragyan) to
explore the lunar
south pole; lander

Lander (Vikram)
and rover
(Pragyan)
successfully
landed on the

Expected future
mission, possibly
a joint mission
with international
collaboration.

Likely to be an
advanced lunar
exploration or
sample return
mission in the

Success/Failure

Successful in orbit;

discovered water
molecules on the
Moon.

Orbiter successful,
lander failed due
to crash landing.

Fully successful,
with a smooth
landing and rover
exploration.

Planned mission,
details not
confirmed.

Planned mission,
details not
confirmed.

Key Features

Carried Moon
Impact Probe
(MIP) and
discovered water
molecules.

Included an
orbiter, lander,
and rover; first
attempt to
soft-land on the

Focused only on
lander and rover;
successfully
landed on the
Moon's south

Potential future
collaboration with
NASA, ESA, or
Russia.

Expected to
include new
technology for
deeper lunar
exploration or




Grand occasion: Author P.S. Raman (third from left), with C.D. Gopinath (third from right), K. Srikkanth
(right), R. Ashwin, M.S. Dhoni and Anirudh Ravichander at the book release. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Leo — The Untold Story

officially launched

BOOK ON CSK

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

A new book on Chennai
Super Kings, Leo — The Un-
told Story, authored by se-
nior advocate and former
TNCA vice-president P.S.
Raman, was officially
launched in the presence
of former CSK skipper M.S.
Dhoni at a star-studded
event on Sunday.

Former India cricketer
C.D. Gopinath, a member
of India’s first Test-winning
team, unveiled the book.
Composer and playback
singer Anirudh Ravichan-
der received the first copy.
R. Ashwin, who recently
retired from international
cricket, was felicitated by
former India skipper K.

Srikkanth.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Gopinath stressed the
need to ensure the cricket
remains a gentleman’s
game, played in the right
spirit and credited Dhoni
for his calm and composed
nature on the field.

“My favourite IPL team
is Chennai Super Kings. I
pick CSK mainly because
of MSD — not because of
his cricketing brain but be-
cause of how he plays. He
does not go strutting
around the field jumping
10 feet high. He does not
make obscene gestures. It
makes me very uncomfor-
table when I see some of
that,” said Gopinath. “I
think it’s very unfair and
very ungentlemanly. That’s
not the way it should be
played. I know how suc-
cessful he has been in lead-

ing his side and winning
tournaments, but playing
the game like cricket as it
should be played matters
to me more than the result.
I hope the younger people
emulate him.”

Ashwin, who will be in
CSK colours after a decade,
recalled the club’s impact
on his journey and spoke
about how the team still
feels the same as it did
when he last played for it
and is cricket-oriented in
its approach.

“I called M.S. (Dhoni)
for my 100th Test (in Dha-
ramshala) to hand over the
memento. I wanted to
make that my last Test. But
he couldn’t make it. Ho-
wever, I didn’t think he
would give me the gift of
getting me back to CSK. It’s
a much better one. So
thank you MS,” he added.
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SET TO RETURN

Sunita Williams and other astronauts greet each other after the SpaceX capsule docked with
the International Space Station on Sunday. The mission paves the way for the return of
Williams and her fellow US astronaut Butch Wilmore after nine months. P11 REPORT, PAGE 14




CHALLENGES THEY COULD FACE ON EARTH

FEET: Losing the in delivering blood from
@ thickpartof theskinonthe  the heartto the head dueto
soles — they become soft changes in gravity. Other
like those of babies bodily fluids accumulate in
the upper parts of the body,
@/GRAUITY SICKNESS: making them lookbloated. |
~_~ Readjusting to Earth’s "\
gravity — which can cause BONE DENSITY LOSS: ‘/\
trouble with standing, For every month in space,
stabilising gaze & walking —astronauts’ weight-beari
bones become roughly

5 ORTHOSTATIC 1% less dense if they
HYPOTENSION: Difficulty  don’t exercise. - PTI




Crew Swap and New Arrivals | % $T ASAT-dcell IR AT AITAA

* The Crew-10 mission includes astronauts from the US, Japan, and
Russia.

$-10 fAAT A 3ARPT, JUE IR TF & AHARET I A gl

* The four new astronauts will spend a few days learning the ISS systems
before Wilmore and Williams depart.

AT IR 3{dARET AN Fo & 1SS I YUTTell Sl HRGA, 37§l
faemt 3t [_foeg™agr O @Er ghn

* NASA astronaut Nick Hague and Russian cosmonaut Aleksandr
Gorbunov will accompany them during departure

AT & AdRET IET ek g9 3 TAT iTAIAE ITolFoisy
IRGAT 3oTeh 1Y AT |




AMID US PRESSURE TO OPEN AGRI, DAIRY SECTORS

India, New Zealand to relaunch
alks after a gap of 10 years

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI, MARCH 16

INDIA AND New Zealand on
Sunday announced the relaunch
of free trade agreement (FTA)
talks after a 10-year break, fol-
lowing a meeting between New
Zealand’s Trade Minister Todd
McClay and Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal here, the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry said.
The announcement of the
talks comes as India has stated its
aim to conclude trade negotia-
tions with the US and the
European Union this year. Trade
talks with Australia for a compre-
hensive deal are also in progress
along with renegotiation of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) trade deal.
Trade experts said a major
challenge in negotiations with
New Zealand has been the coun-
try's demand for greater access
to India’s dairy market, which
India has traditionally protected
to support millions of farmers.
However, US pressure on India to
open its agriculture and dairy
sectors could influence the nego-

Disparity in
tariff
@ structures

EXPLAINED

AMAJOR challenge in the
renewed talks will be the
disparity in tariff struc-
tures. New Zealand's av-
erage import tariffis only
2.3 per cent, with over
half of its tariff lines al-
ready duty-free, meaning
Indian goods already have
substantial access toits
market.

tiations this time around, think
tank Global Trade and Research
Institute (GTRI) said.

The trade talks were an-
nounced as the Prime Minister of
New Zealand, Christopher Luxon,
began his four-day visit to India
onSunday, duringwhich heis set
tomeet Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Luxon will be accompa-
nied by a high-level delegation,
including ministers, senior offi-
cials, and business representa-
tives. “This will be the first visit to

India by Prime Minister Rt Hon
Luxon in his current capacity,”
the Ministry of External Affairs
said.

“The India-New Zealand FTA
negotiations aim to achieve bal-
anced outcomes that enhance
supply chainintegration and im-
prove market access. This mile-
stone reflects a shared vision for
astronger economic partnership,
fostering resilience and prosper-
ity,” the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry said.

Another key issue during the
previous round of talks was
India’s demand for easier move-
ment of its skilled professionals
and better access for its IT and
services sector, GTRI said.

“India wanted New Zealand
to grant work opportunities sim-
ilar to those given to Australia and
China, but New Zealand did not
agree. The situation was further
complicated by negotiations
around the Regional
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership (RCEP), which India
eventually withdrew from in
2019 due to similar concerns
about market access and protect-
ing local industries,” GTRI said.

A major challenge in the re-
newed talks will be the disparity
intariff structures. New Zealand's
average import tariff is only 2.3
per cent, with over half of its tar-
ifflines already duty-free, mean-
ing Indian goods already have
substantial access to its market.
In contrast, India’s average tariff
stands at 17.8 per cent, meaning
itwould have to make significant
reductions, making a traditional
FTA less attractive for India.

India’s key goods exports to
New Zealand include clothing,
fabrics,and home textiles, valued
at $72.8 million. Medicines and
medical supplies followed closely
at $67.5 million, while refined pe-
troleum exports totalled $52.2
million. Other notable exports in-
cluded automobiles and parts.

New Zealand's goods exports
toIndia primarily consist of agri-
cultural products, minerals, and
scrap metals. Key items include
apples worth $22.6 million and
kiwifruit valued at $6.6 million.
Meat products such as lamb,
mutton, and beef contributed
$1.9 million, while dairy products
totalled a modest $0.57 million
duetoIndia’s protective policies.



India and New Zealand Resume FTA Talks After 10 Years | 3Rl IR le;ﬁﬁ'ﬁ's’
10 HTeT 91¢ HAFd AR AT (FTA) AT 6T & FH3T |
G
* India and New Zealand have relaunched Free Trade Agreement (FTA@
negotiations after a decade-long hiatus.

AR IR 7gallols o Th gUh & Aol & §IG HAFd AR FHSI
(FTA) Y arel R & & &7 g N *),

* The decision was announced following a meeting between NZ Trade j’(

Minister Todd McClay and Indian Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal. |
Jg AT =goiiels & MR &) e A9 3R ARG aﬁ%—a\r AT

Iy 9MTe & T do& & ag forr =)

* India aims to conclude trade talks with the US and the European Union as

well, alongside FTA negotiations with Australia and ASEAN. .
Wﬁ%}lﬂﬁ?ﬂé@ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬂww aTdl HATCT e &
Qr-grY 3ECTAT 3 ASEAN & T THAEIT arar #T 37191 dar 38T gl




Major Challenges in Negotiations | aTal & Pricc) il?ﬁﬁa v
* New Zealand demands greater access to India’s dairy market, which

India has traditionally protected.
RGUGE 81|<d\§?%"1\?|ﬂ H 31 ggd I AT Y @l g,
Y 9Ra o IRURF & T TEd T@ﬁ*l

* The US has been pressuring India to open its agriculture and dairy
markets, adding complexity to the negotiations.

aﬂﬁwmwmﬁaﬁrﬁ?mw@ﬂﬁw cdrd &l
T &, S arar 3R dfeer & W g



* India's demand for better movement of skilled professionals and IT
sector access remains a key issue.

HRA & Helel AU 3R 3T &7 Fl 3TF ggd ol bl HIT
aTclT T Teh JHE Hegl a1 g% B >

* Tariff disparity_ is another challenge—New Zealand’s average import
tariff is on o, while India's is 17.8%.
cR® & 3TATAAT T Tah Taldl e—agollels &l 3igd I=1d

ek dHhael 2.3% g, STafh AR & 17.8% g




Key Exports and Imports Between India and New Zealand | 3R 3T

eitls & ot yow fata 3k smara

* India’s top exports to New Zealand include clothing ($72.8 million),
medicines ($67.5 million), and refined petroleum ($52.2 million).
HRA FT JHE AA1d «gsiels &l 9sr ($72.8 fATed), gare
($67.5 fAfcae), 3R aRsepa dgiforaw ($52.2 fafe) €




* New Zealand’s exports to India mainly include agrlcu/urél products,
minerals, and scrap metals.

TS & 9RT & T & AT ¥ § $¥ 3cdlg, @il AR
Eoh T %l‘lﬁﬂ gl

* Key imports from New Zealand |ncIs (522.6 million), meat
products like lamb and beef (519.1 m , and dalr%%_g;[mllhon)
AR o ToiTols @rmmﬁrﬁr@a ($226

3cure o 85 3R e ($19.1 Afee), 3k 3@ $057
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Strategic and Economic Importance of the FTA | Hed IO Hﬂgﬁﬁ'
&1 JoTfa® 3R fds Ageq

* The FTA aims to foster supply chain integration and improve market
access for both nﬁs. o
g THEIT Y HGAT THIHIUT Y deldl ¢ I &l &2 &
o7 ToR SRE H gUR el AT 8T QT g




* India wants a trade deal similar to those with Australia and China but
has faced resistance from New Zealand.

TR AT 3ﬂT AT & 1T T Sl Pl dig Teh IR
HASIAT TR &, olfehed #gailels 8 faUY &7 ATHAT T G &

* The FTA is crucial for strengthening India-New Zealand economic ties
and resilience in global trade.
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from the session



Word of the day

Cogent:&

powerfully persuasive

Synonyms: convincing, compelling,
forceful

Usage: Her explanation was cogent, making it
easy for everyone to understand.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/cogentpro

International Phonetic
Alphﬂbﬁ't: /kaudzant/

e
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@UPDATED CURRENT AFFAIRS By Bhunesh Sir
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Thank you
guys.
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