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—==— “We accept the love we think we deserve.”

We @cce e the

“wtdmeree. — Stephen Chbosky, The Perks of Being a Wallflower
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India asserts J&K stand after U.S. claims

Kashmir a *bilateral’ issue to be addressed within
the framework of India-Pakistan ties, says MEA

Kallol Bhattacheriec

NEW DELEHI

mivaps
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
promised billions of dofars in
Geals with US. from defence to

Al 2= % threw 3 lawish welcome
for President Donald Trump on
the first state wisit of his
second term. 1 PAGE 14

BJP set to start
“Tiranga Yatra™
across

PaTNA
The 87 is all set to start a

>y Tiranga Yatra® across
Bihar from Wednesday to
cetebrate Operation Sindoor. It
drews crticiem from Oppasiion
for “politicising™ the mi
ol sesrapei Bsviion
terror attack. » PAGE 2

Pollachi sexual
assault case: nine
get life sentence

Coimbatore on Tuesday found
all nine accused in the Pollach
sexual assaulk case guity and
sentenced them to ife
imprisonment for the rest of
their lives. » PAGE 2

KHAN YOUNIS
israel's miktary said it struck 3
Gaza hospital housing
miltants, in a raid on Tuesday
that, according to Hamas,

killed 2 journalist being t trested
after an tsraell attack la;

esponding to U.S.
R

Trump's remarks
on the Kashmir issue, India
on Tuesday reiterated its
“longstanding _national
position s
mu
Lateral”
dressed  within _ the
framework of IndiaPakis-
tan ties.

External Affairs Ministry

spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal sald the only subject

coms
ship of Indl
held against the backdrop

of Operation Sindoor.
which targeted nine terror
locations inside Pakistan
and PoK on May 7.
“We have a long-stand-

indian Union Territory of
Jamme and ir have
to be addressed by India
Pakistan _bilaterally.
Toot seaeea policy has no

matter is the vacating of il-
legally occupied Indian ter-
ritory [PoK] by Pakistan=~
AMr. Trump., who
Lioen: spasldig oo his ba
hind-the-scene
bringing the astlies bee:
ween India and Pakistan to
a pause, doubled down
the same in a speech
Saudi Arabia_capital Ri-
yadh on
Shortly before India an-

Trade did not figure in talks the leadership of India,
U.S. held against the backdrop of Operation Sindoor

Clearing the air |

India rebu
Sindaor, the

mps statements sgainck the Backdrop of
i derstanding botwess i P

= foveried nuciear confiict

= Miktary sction in conventional doman onty

trade with U.S.

= v mediste on

= %0 such dizcussion planned

fmrn the In-

Indi
leading o a ~full and im-
mediate ceasefire”. The an-

dian side were made by

cign Secrecary Vilram

Misri and External Affairs

Minister S. Jaishankar the-

reafter. Pakistan's Foreign

Minister 1shaq Dar an-
the

same evening.
Monday, Mr. Trum

elaborated on his earlier

statements while interact-

with immediate effect™ the

you stop it, we're doing

trade. If you don't stop It.

External Affairs Ministry denies Trump's claims of
a possible escalation involving a nuclear scenario

clear missile:

bad nuclear war. Aillians
of people could have been
killed. So I'm very proud of
thac,” he added.

“Historic ceasefire”
Mr. Trump, who reached
Saudi Arabia on Tuesday,

s21, fellows let us do some
trade. Let us not trade nu-

However, Mr. Jais-
wal pushed back on the
reference to trade. He sald
Operation  Sindoor was

~entirely in the conven-
tional domain”, denying
; mp's claims of a

Mr. Tru
possible escalation involv-
ing a nuclear scenario bet-
ween India and Pakistan.

Ea

or allow cross-border ter-
rorism to be conducted in-
voking it.” Mr. Jaiswal sasd.
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Back to school

Schooks céepened b Sicsagaron Yoseadsy s coms Ining close for several days due to hostities between Indis and

Retail inflation
falls to 3.16%,
lowest level

in 69 months

S
NEW DELH

Retail inflation in India
eased for the sixth strasght
month ln April 202s, fall-

— its lowest le-

prices, especially those of
vegetabl The
Thanhly Co Price

Index released by the Mi-
of Statistics and Pro-
am: Implementation
slood at 3.34% In March

month high of 6.21%.

FULL REPORT

21 dead, 10 hospitalised in critical condition i
after drinking spurious liquor in Amritsar advances into

sumed spurious liquor in

Majitha in Amritsar districe
of Punjab on Tuesday. the
ce said.

The deaths have been
reported in Patalpuri, Kar-
nala, Marari Kalan, Bhan-
gali, and Therewal villages
intervening night

Monday  and

ton

Preliminary investiga-
cae

i tears: Rclatives grieve after the death of 3 man whe consumed

=purious liquor in Am

tion revealed that metha-
nol was used in manufac-
turing the alcohol that took
and that the main

ritsar, Punjab, on Tuesday. am

tors in connection with th.
ilicit Hquor e and (he
main

nol — a fatal ch
in

along
with several local distribu-

Police Amolak Singh and
Station House Officer Avtar
Singh have been suspend-
ed for gross negligence in
discharging duties, which
resulted in the fatal inci-

ries have been initiac
against them.
Senfor Superintendent

of Police (SSP), Amritsar
Maninder Singh

An an Sea

NEW DELEHI

The India Meteorological

Department _(IMD) an-
CM Bhagwant | nounced on Tuesday that
the

SOlitre jerry
kingpin Sah . Dur-
ing questioning, the latter
reveale:

suppliers of metl d that he ordered
emical methanol from a Ludhia-

.~ nabased chemical firm,

1 s.-hu via an on-

D e of
Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav.

DSP, SHO nded
The DGP said Majitha De-
puty Superintendent of

line platform, he said.
The probe revealed that
another

political of po-
werful politicians, and ad-
ded that this angle was be-
ing investigated.
are not deat! ut -
ders”. He added that links
to this illicit liquor nexus
had been traced up to Del-

methanol ordered by Saniy
singh from a Delhi-based

has advanced into some
parts of the south Bay of
Bengal, the south Anda-
man Sea, Nicobar islands,
rts of the north An”

onsoon
takes about 10 days
to reach mainland India
from this region, although
the agency has not yet re-
vealed a date for the mon-
soon's onset over Kerala.
The agency is expected to
announce an official dat
Later this month.

FuLL REPORT
» PAGE &

LeT ‘commander’
among 3 terrorists +
killed in encounter

Keepin,

CRPF vehicles are seen 3 th

site following an

e vigit
encountes with Terrorists in Shopian on Tuesday. A

SRINAGAR

Heerpora on May 18, 2024.
On April 26 last month,
days after the Pahalgam ac-

razed the

security forces in Shopian
district of jammu and
Kashmir on Tuesday, offi-
clals said.

Based on a specific in-

Keller area of the south
Kashmir district, security
forces launched a cordon-

fired at the sec
sonnel who retaliaced.
the exchange of fire, three
terrorists were killed

A senior police official
said

tac!
rectdential house belong-
ing to Kuttay.
Kurttay, active for the last
three to four years, is in-
volved in many anti-na-
tonal activities, the offi-
cials said.
Shah, a resident of Wan-
0-

Talting. of a nendocal
bourer ar Wachi, bhopian
on October 18, 2024, the
offictal sasd.

Lookout posters
Jammu

and Kashmir's Shopian dis-
g a reward

be-
longed to LeT. He identi-
fied the two of them as LeT
commander Shahid Kuttay
and z iden-
tity of the third terrorist is
being ascertained.

ttay, a resident of

pora Heerpora area
of Shopian, joined the ter-
ror ranks in March 2023.

e was a = ter-
rorist and a top man-
Ger of the outht, the official
sai

He sald ay was in-

volved in several terror in.
csdents and anti-national
activities, including the
killing of a BIP sarpanch at

o!zzo lakh fol’ Informartion
about three terrorists in-
volved in the Pahalgam o

ize ., my
officials said on Tuesday.
The posters, pasted at
several places in the south
Kashmir district, have pho-

.
posters said, “those
who kifled the imnocents
do not have a place in our
country™




India rebuts Trump’s statements against the backdrop of Operation

C lea rl n g th e a | r I Sindoor, the understanding between India and Pakistan

Trump/Rubio statements | MEA response

m U.S. brokered India- m Agreement directly via DGMOs; it was
Pakistan ceasefire requested by Pak. due to ‘effective’ IAF strikes

m Averted nuclear conflict | m Military action in conventional domain only

® Threatened to stop ® No discussion on trade with U.S. during
trade Operation Sindoor

m Will mediate on m Talks will be bilateral, and topic will be “
Kashmir PoK’s return ;
® Hyphenated ® No hyphenation; international community

India and Pakistan stands with India on terrorism

® |[ndia and Pakistan to

talk at reutral ventia m No such discussion planned
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Top court seeks
Uttarakhand’s reply
to contempt plea

NEW DELS

The reme Court on
Tuesday decided to exa-
mine a contempe petition
filed the Uttarak-
hand Chief Secretary and

other State officials for the

the court on April 17.

The Union government
had, on April 17, underta-
ken to ensure there

dency of a
Wwaqf Amendment Act of
202s.

A Bench of Justices BR.

a
warning or notice on the
intervening night of April
25-26. He claimed the dar-
gah was registered as a
waqf property in 1982, ni

Thed 4e & waqt in 1986 and
mapped In Waqf Asset
mnagernent System of In-

“In teeth of the
rtaking as recmded n

the order dated April 17,
the respondents/alleged
have demol-

tion of properties without
a prior show-cause notice
and 15 days’ time to the ag-

the action of the State offi-
clals was in T contl
wvention of the April 17 or-

Centre in the matter relat-
ed to the Wagf (Amend-
ment) Act, 202S.

Southwest monsoon
has advanced into
Andaman Sea: IMD

Heavy rainfall accos

ied by thunderstorms and 1

expected

over Andhra Pradesh. Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu this week

NEW DELHI

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD)  an-
nounced on Tuesday that
the southwest monsoon
has advanced into some
parts of the south Bay of

although the
not yet revealed a dace for
the monsoon’s onset over
Kerala.

The agency is expected
to announce an

use
del for this purpose. The

normal onset daie of the
over Kerala
June 1.
Meteorologists have

stated that an early arrival
in the Andaman Sea would
not necessarily mean the
monsoon would reach Ker-
ala earlier.

Last month, the IMD
sald India is likely to re-
ceive “above normal”

recasts precict heavy rain in south

the week. ALE PHOTO

monscon rainfall, defined
as 5% more than the histor-
ical average of 87 cm.

If this prediction holds
true, it would be a second
year of -above no
Tain. Last vear, India re-
cefved rainfall 8% above
the historical average from
June to September.

In 2024, the southwest
monsoon set in over Kerala
9nMay 30, 1wo days before

normal date and a
etare the farecase date oF
May 31. It was also un

PM calls for targeted
intervention in TB
elimination efforts

official noe.
The Prime Minister em-
phasised the need to ana-

Between 2015 and 2023, there

has been an 189 reduction in
TB incidence in India,

uninterrupted

and catego-
ries_ ~This will help identi-
fy wvulnerable groups re-
qQuiring early testing and

India aver

over central India and sus-
tain the southwest mon-
soon until the end of
September.
“Rainfall accompanied
by thunderstorms and
Hightning will likely conti-
nue over south peninsular
india and adjoining central

mghnsk sectors,” Mr. Mo-
n@ngmm mecur.hn

#ty of TB with regular tre

e Prime Mmister

said the ptsblh: must be

made more aware, with

less fear and more sup-

eavy to very heavy rain’
il accompa < by thun-

the
ously set in over northeast
India and Kerala. The two
branches eventually merge

likely over northeast i
during the next five days.”
the IMD said in a statement
on Tuesday.

encour.
World Health Organtza-

sion of the TB diagnos
network fo 8,540 NAAT

Push for dams
at Arunachal
Cabinet meet
near border

Tuesday, went a step closer
to implementing five mega
hydroelectric power pro-
jects. 1t approved the for-
mation of NEEPCO Aruna-
<hal Hydro Power
Corporation ixd., a joint
venture of the

separating the
State from Tibet, in Anjaw
district. The choice of Ki-
bithu, at mare than 4,000

was segnif-
icant in light of the India-
Pakistan conflict.
Cabinet approved
meodifications in he State
Power

. 2008,
and the Local Ama Deve-

on 1‘es¢lng] laboratories
87 culture and d‘l’u&

tion strategy, and stressed
the importance of ensur-
g that each patient re-

testing labs.
The current diagnostic in-
fraswructure includes over
26,700 X-ray u

S inis weuld - alow
contribution of 1% of free
power by producers on be-
half of the State govern-
ment to local area develop-
ment

Feeling the heat

Ory days: The flocdplains of the Krishna river are akmost
summer picks up. AN RAO

intensity of

Barrage in

Issue of duplication of EPIC numbers
resolved, says Election Commission

sdentity
those who faced the issue.
The EPIC num-

ber is issued by the EC o
each elector. The number

On average, about one voter in
four pofing stations faced the
Guplication isue, sources said.

base of over 99 crore elec-
tors was searched by the
Chier Officers

is a unique
code d to each re-
gistered elector to prevent
impersonation.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata had

(CEO) of all the 36 States

in all the

earlier alleged that multi-

The '

raised the issue.
EC sources said that in

order o resolve the pro-

about

lling stations faced the
Esue of EPIC number du-
plication, ey  added.
There are nearly 1,000
Slectors  per  poliing

“During the feldlevel
wverification, it was found
that holders of such stmilar

numbers were ge-
nuine electors in different

Ass onstituencies
and different poll -
lons.  All electors

that the ruling BJP at the
“with the blessings
of El of

tuencies in their States or
Union Territories. had
said that & would remaove
the cation and ensure
that each voter gets a un-
ique EPIC number.

The Trina:

was a “cov-
er-up™ and It was
impossible for voters in
two different constituen-
cles to have the same EPIC
number, citing the panel's
own handbook.

. howev-
er, rejected the EC clarifi-
cation saying it

“Will not impact results®
Every voter's name is on
the roll of the

. was including vo-
ters from other States in
the West Bengal voters”
list.

Two days later, the EC
said that irrespective of the

esignated po
in their respective consti-

polling station where she is
an ordinary resident. Hav-
ing similar EPIC numbers
never enabled any such
Person to voce at any other
Polling station. Thus. the
Plication of EPIC
St LAl et M
impacted the results of any
elections, it sal

Judiciary must earn public respect, says CJI Khanna

de-

NEW DELSHI

Chief justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna indica on Twes-

that a simple process
of weighing the pros and
gons. being decisive and

Iy and
Iayed adjudication.
During the interaction.
when asked about his deci-
sion to publish the records
of the preliminary inquiry
into Justice Yashwant Var-
ma and forward the ingui-

ng
rnr I(sell‘ whether he took
o

1
day as top judge, Chief Jus-
Khanna said the judici-

i Syl public res-
pect, not try to command
5. He spoke later in the day

gal profession. saying
cm o

ry report to
President and Parliament
for action,
Khanna

sue ral The future
tells you whelher you did
the right thin

the Chief Justice
of India: designate, Justice
B_R_ Gavai, who elaborated
on Chief justice Khanna's
achievements as top judge
during a short stxc-month
tenure, which also saw the
comtdeal wikts th contm.
versy over Allahabad High

Justice Shek—

[ ——
Chief Justice of india Justice Sanjiv Khanna (right) with his

munal
programme.
“Chief Justice Khanna
firm and princi-

pled leadership i address-
ing Instances of judicial
misconduct. In two such
instances. he acted with
discretion and resolve, tak-
ing appropriate steps to
uphold the dignity of the
court while maintaining
the truse of

remarks at a

har yadav's om-

successor, Justice B.R. Gavai, a1 a farewell on Tuesday. PT1

his colleagues. His han-
dling of these sensitive

matters reflect; h in-
stitutional  responsibility
and perso tegricy.

Justice Gaval said in his fa-
Tewell remarks to the CJl.

Disclosure of assets
Listing the reforms intro-
duced Chief justice
Khanna, Justice Gavai re-
ferred to the collective de-

cision to the assets
of judges, the sharing of
the full decails of the ap-

us to reduce the

and-a-half years. since No-
vember 2022. f Justice

Khanna also kickstarted
the process of interacting
with candidates shortlisted
for the Benches of the High
Courts.

in his own speech at his
farewell, Chief Justice
Khanna conveyed his relief
about the apex court hav-

reaching 106.6%.
ple terms, the

Court dispose
cases than were filed,

ot

so evolved,” Justice

said in his address.
Artorney-General R.

Nagpur court extends
the police custody
of Kerala journalist

MuUsBAL

serious in nature. There-
fore. for the purpose of in-

compared Chief Justice
Khanna to a “river that
flowed quietly~.

mice Gl SIS
ing oat 52nd Chief
Jusdce ol India on May 14.

said the role of a Chief jus-

tice of India was not one of
power but of profound du-
oy

seized electronic de\loes

er.
clined to exxend police cus-
tody remand of the
accused,” Nilesh Paril, Judi-
cial Magistrate, First Class,

said on Tuesday.
Meanwhile,

“The police said that af-
ter searches and seizures

they mesded to peobe Dt
about the fresh = m
niting Mr.

lawyer re;

Beclioid The Trincne. The

court accepted the plea

and extended Mr. Sydeek’s
police custody.

The defence counsel ar-

gued that Mr. Sydeek was
nden

an inde; t journalist,
that the seizures had not
en made in his presence,

his custodial in-
Quiry was not required.



PM calls for targeted
intervention in TB
elimination efforts

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday under-
scored the importance of
targeted interventions and
technology-led outreach in
the fight against tuberculo-
sis, while chairing a high-
level review meeting on
the National TB Elimina-
tion Programme (NTEP) at
his official residence.

The Prime Minister em-
phasised the need to ana-
lyse TB patient data based
on urban-rural distinctions
and occupational catego-
ries. “This will help identi-
fy vulnerable groups re-
quiring early testing and
treatment, especially
workers in construction,
mining, textile and other
high-risk sectors,” Mr. Mo-
di observed.

Highlighting the curabil-
ity of TB with regular treat-
ment, the Prime Minister
said the public must be
made more aware, with
less fear and more sup-
port. He called upon
Nikshay Mitra — volunteers
who support TB patients,
to leverage digital plat-
forms and interactive tech-
nologies to engage with pa-
tients effectively.

He reiterated the role of
public participation and
cleanliness in the elimina-
tion strategy, and stressed
the importance of ensur-
ing that each patient re-

Between 2015 and 2023, there
has been an 18% reduction in
TBincidence in India.

ceives
treatment.

During the meeting, the
Prime Minister reviewed
encouraging data from the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s Global TB Report
2024, which notes an 18%
reduction in TB incidence
in India - from 237 to 195
per lakh population bet-
ween 2015 and 2023 - dou-
ble the global pace. TB
mortality in India fell by
21%, and treatment cover-
age rose to 85%.

Officials also presented
updates on key infrastruc-
ture enhancements under
NTEP, including the expan-
sion of the TB diagnostic
network to 8,540 NAAT
(Nucleic Acid Amplifica-
tion Testing) laboratories
and 87 culture and drug
susceptibility testing labs.
The current diagnostic in-
frastructure includes over
26,700 X-ray units.

uninterrupted




Key Points:

1. Prime Minister's Emphasis on Targeted Intervention:

« PM Narendra Modi stressed the importance of targeted interventions and technology-led
outreach to combat tuberculosis (TB).

» Chaired a high-level review meeting on the National TB Elimination Programme (NTEP).

2. Focus on Data-Driven Approach:

« Emphasized the need to analyze TB patient data based on:
e Urban-Rural Distinctions
» Occupational Categories

» Aimed at identifying vulnerable groups that require early testing and treatment.




3. Vulnerable Sectors Identified:

 Workers in construction, mining, textile, and other high-risk sectors are more prone to TB

infection.
4. Importance of Awareness and Community Support:
» Highlighted TB's curability with regular treatment.
« Called for increased public awareness to reduce fear and promote support.

* Urged the public to support the Nikshay Mitra initiative, involving volunteers helping TB

patients.
5. Digital and Community Involvement:

 Encouraged the use of digital platforms and interactive technologies for better engagement.

« Stressed the role of public participation and cleanliness in TB elimination.



5. Digital and Community Involvement:
» Encouraged the use of digital platforms and interactive technologies for better engagement.
» Stressed the role of public participation and cleanliness in TB elimination.
6. Progress Achieved (2015-2023):
 18% reduction in TB incidence (from 237 to 195 per lakh population).
* 21% reduction in TB mortality.
 Treatment coverage increased to 85%.
7. Infrastructure Enhancements:
« Expansion of the TB diagnostic network to include:
« 8,540 NAAT (Nucleic Acid Amplification Testing) labs.
» 87 culture and drug susceptibility testing labs.

e 26,700 X-ray units nationwide.



Graphic: Kannan Sundar
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Tuberculosis is curable TB is an infectious,

| airborne disease that
and preventable but commonly affects the
India accounts for 25% of £ lungs. It is caused by the
the world’s cases. Every " Mycobacterium
year, India reports 15 Z N tuberculosis bacteria
lakh new cases /
HOW DOES IT SPREAD?

Cough with
sputum and blood
—_— Through the air — if an infected person coughs,
o sneezes or speaks and others breathe in the air
8 ESTIMATED NEW TB CASES (ALL FORMS)
PER 100,000 POPULATION
Chest pain
—————— 0-24
8. w2549 -
W50-149 ™
MW 150-299
ﬂ . 5 m
No estimate
Weakness

of the world’s population has latent
TB, which means they have been
infected by the bacteria but are not ill
and cannot transmit the disease

Weight loss PREVAI-ENCE STUDY FINDINGS 380/
People registered No. of TB patients 10,477 Incidence 259 o

A for treatment (2011) among elder! of elderly
—— ;.. | No.over60 1,485 haieneh de?u:e in e unlikely to
india__15 lakh Male-female i 142 respond to

) - Z2 401 other patients : treatment
™ 79,830 | ratioin elderly od  (per 100,000 population)
Fever WHO IS AT RISK? N TUhereuioats Contral Pragramme 2011; REACH)

= Treatment is less

> effective in

J people with
diabetes,
hypertension and
cardio vascular

Night sweats Children People with HIV Smokers Elderly diseases




Types of Drug - Resistant TB

V2P

7

Multidrug
Resistance
TB (MDR)

Extensively drug
Resistant tuberculosis
(XDR-TB)

Totally
drug-resistant
tuberculosis
(TDR-TB)

» Resistant to
at least
Isoniazid
and

Rifampicin.

» Resistant to Isoniazid and
Rifampin, plus any
fluoroquinolone and at least
one of three injectable
second-line drugs (amikacin,

kanamycin, or capreomycin).

» Resistant to all first-
and second-line TB
drugs.
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Air India starts using
Mongolian airspace

Alr India has started using K an sirspace for
a few of its North America flights from the
national capital as an alternative rowte for
thae s fumped due

ity
certain long-haul and ultra-long Taul
Tigis i Dllah to Farth Ammerica o

IndiGo flights connecting
airports will resume today
INdKGo on Tuesday said scheduled flights from
six airports, including Jammu and Am nmr will
progressively resume from Wednesday. O

3 (neallllne n:dcancelled s mgns o
and from Jammu, Chandigarh, Leh,
Jka ‘ur Twesday. ~Each flight Is

ensuring every journey 13 seamless, secure and

3 rporis that were
an flights on Monday after
being temporarily shat e

India notifies WTO of plan to impose
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. imports

iy o LS

India say

s that proposed

© and
measures will be in form of a suspension of concessions or other obligations on sEh:LI‘l:d products orginating in the US.

NEW DELHI

ra time when india
and the US_ are in
walks over a trade

deal. fresh tensions have
emerged as India has noti-
fied the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) of its

liation
steel and aluminiem to
FEE

According to a commu-

B and Shuminium i
ports. Then, in_February
2025, with effect from
March, atthe start of his se-
cond term, he modified

the L5, raising

this by imposing carifts of
255 imports of steel

n
tional securiry,

maintained that they are

Indias mave Lo impose Lariffs oo Amencan mmports -
5 WP dUTes 0N Seel FEUTERS

Inudia's reciprocal

meeasures eould kick
in 30 davs from the
date it semt its

safeguard measures.

res have no
been notined by the United
States to the WO, but are,

thar the measures taken by

measures would affect $7.6
billion worth of imports in-
to the LS. from India, on
which the dury collection
would be $1a1 billion_

the Unired States are mot
consistent with the Gener-
al Agreement on Tarifs
Trade, 1994 (GATT
1994y and on
safeguards
Further, it said thar

the
mdia had the rl.gm w

retaliate.
1t added that “india re-

the

Trade in nd the
mittee on Safeguards
af the W the mext

appropriate steps”

Mot the first time
IF India does go ahead with
i

of concessions

cation {May 9, 2025, it
e

.
The

s v .
would not be the firse tme.
In june 2015,
posed r tariffs on 28
products from the LS. af-
ter the U.S. removed India
from its CGeneralised Sys-
tem of Preferences {(GSP)

The dutes — covering
$240 mifion in rade valis

further sabd that the LLS

JCI increases
MSP of jute to
stop distress
selling of crop

KoLiA

The Jure Corporation of In-

(MSF) of jute from 25335
15 25,650 per quingal to dis-
courage distress selling of
crops by farmers for the
<rop year 2025

e I ik have a1
o ettt frmee ok o Tp18
into the trap of middlern.
e et o 2l it
‘crop below the MSP o en-

The new MSP will be ap-
plicable from the crop year
which starts an July 1 for
middle grade jute, and the
prices for ather grades will
also increase in parity.

Pox the past fhiee or

been

years,
working with she Indian

<rop cultivation and envi-
ronmental factors, check
soil quality, moisture, pro-
Aduction, and more,” Moloy
Chandan Chakeabarty, fute
Commiss
Fie said the authorities

were doing active data col-

Girls outshine boys as CBSE declares Class 10,
12 results; marginal increase in pass percentage

e DELI

The Class 10 Board exami.
rhe(enrra] Board
DI' s-e(l)nda Education
cosm recorded & pass

neage of 93.66 and
[Ihe Class 12 examination
88.39%. The results were
announced here on Tues-

day.

There is a marginal in-
crease in the pass percen-
tage from ear's in

susshone bovs.
E7.08% had
Crane 12 eammination amd
a3

Of the 17 reglons in the
country,
e the chart

pass  percy
59.6% of the stadents who
appeared for the Class 12
who appeared
reign  schools,

As many as 1692794
students had appeared for
the examination. As much
as 91.64% of the girls who
took the exams passed,

[es— &
School in Mew Dethi o Tuesday, SHI RUMAR PUSHERS

il 8579 by mud 100

Sanyam

stu-

1 Clase 10, the pass per-

taf CBSE 12th results ot St Thamas

centage of girls was 2.37%
higher than boys. Students
from the Thinmananthap-

99 lakh candi-

above 95%,

fon among students, the
CBSE has not published a
merit list. Howewver, the

Board will ssise merit cer-
tificates to 0.1% of the stu-
dents whe have scored

st marks in various
subjects,” Mr. Bhardwaj
sad.

lawahar Navodaya Wi-
dyalayas recorded the
highest pass percentage in
both

wram and Vi)

Elons secured the Deat re-
sults with 98.79% clearing
the exam, followed by Ben-
Ealuru (98.9%) and Chen-

Class 10 examinations.

There will be supple-

fwo subjects in the supple-
m, examinations.

Goa stampede: probe panel
seeks dissolution of temple
management committee

Purnima Sah
MUMEBAT

A fact-finding committee
which was formed to inves-
tgate the Goa stampede
thar occurred on the morm-
g of May 3 during the Lak
Fat Jatra featival i Shirgao,
MNorth Goa, recom-
mended that the Goa go-
vernmens dissclve  the
Shree Lairal temple man-
mittee

entirely preventable.
failure on the part of the
organisers Is concerned
with planning and safery,
and not & =

ministrative safety direc-

Eaw,
ruly be

the commires

tives,
strongly recommends that
the government explore

Dhonds and lack of proper
crowd control measures at
that location.”

The committee said that
It was imperative for the

wcorporate their inputs in

the temple
committee, after fa]luu.'lng
due process of law, if felt
appropriate,” 1

repart
read. “The r menda-

stampede was overcrowd-
ing on the paiway from
Tali to Homkhaned, particu-
Larly at the Lpger end of
the sloped gradient near
the REL Bank Branch, Shir-
. aggravated by the un-
haviour  of the

and X
“However, a review of the
minutes of all pre-event

etings  conducted re-

revenue and
itles  concerning crowd

agement, Instead fo-
«ensing solely on the con-
duct of religiows activities,”
the report said
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India notifies WTO of plan to impose
retaliatory tariffs on U.S. imports

This comes in retaliation for the imposition of 25% import duties on steel and aluminium by US,; India says that proposed

measures will be in form of a suspension of concessions or other obligations on selected products originating in the US.

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

t a time when India
Aand the U.S. are in
talks over a trade

deal, fresh tensions have
emerged as India has noti-
fied the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) of its
proposal to impose tariffs
on $7.6 billion worth of im-
ports from the U.S. in reta-
liation for that country
raising its import duties on
steel and aluminium to
25%.

According to a commu-
nication from the WTO, In-
dia’s reciprocal measures
could kick in 30 days from
the date it sent its notifica-
tion to the WTO — May 9.
The WTO said it was circu-
lating the communication
“at the request of the dele-
gation of India”.

The matter first became
a point of friction during
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s first term, when
in 2018, he had first im-
posed higher tariffs on
steel and aluminium im-
ports. Then, in February
2025, with effect from
March, at the start of his se-
cond term, he modified

¢

India’s move to impose tariffs on American imports is in response to
the U.S. raising its import duties on steel. REUTERS

this by imposing tariffs of
25% on imports of steel
and aluminium and remov-
ing all country-specific and
product-specific exemp-
tions that most countries
had managed to obtain.
While the U.S. had de-
clined overtures from In-
dia in April for talks over
the matter, saying these
higher tariffs were not safe-
guard measures but were
taken in the interest of na-
tional security, India has
maintained that they are

India’s reciprocal
measures could kick
in 30 days from the
date it sent its
notification to WTO

safeguard measures.

“The measures have not
been notified by the United
States to the WTO, but are,
in essence, safeguard mea-
sures,” India asserted in its
communication to the
WTO. “India maintains

that the measures taken by
the United States are not
consistent with the Gener-
al Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade, 1994 (GATT
1994) and Agreement on
Safeguards (AoS).”

Further, it said that
since the U.S. did not hold
mandatory consultations
under Article 12.3 of the
AoS, India had the right to
retaliate.

It added that “India re-
serves the right to suspend
concessions or other obli-
gations... that are substan-
tially equivalent to the ad-
verse effects of the
measure to India’s trade”.

India further said that
its proposed measures
would be in the form of a
suspension of concessions
or other obligations on se-
lected products originating
in the U.S., which would in
effect result in an increase
in tariffs on these items.

“India reserves its right
to suspend concessions or
other obligations after the
expiration of thirty days
from the date of this notifi-
cation (May 9, 2025),” it
added.

The communication
further said that the U.S.

measures would affect $7.6
billion worth of imports in-
to the U.S. from India, on
which the duty collection
would be $1.91 billion.

“Accordingly, India’s
proposed suspension of
concessions would result
in an equivalent amount of
duty collected from pro-
ducts originating in the
U.S.,” it added.

India said it would in-
form both the Council for
Trade in Goods and the
Committee on Safeguards
of the WTO on “the next
appropriate steps”.

Not the first time

If India does go ahead with
its retaliatory measures, it
would not be the first time.
In June 2019, India im-
posed higher tariffs on 28
products from the U.S. af-
ter the U.S. removed India
from its Generalised Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP)
and refused to discontinue
its 2018 steel and alumini-
um tariffs.

The duties — covering
$240 million in trade value
— were withdrawn in Sep-
tember 2023, after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
state visit to Washington.




Context:

 India plans to impose retaliatory tariffs on $7.6 billion worth of imports from the U.S.

» This is inresponse to the U.S. imposing 25% import duties on steel and aluminum from India.

Key Points:

1. Reason for Retaliation:
 The U.S. raised import duties on steel and aluminum to 25%, impacting India's exports.

* India’'s response comes after the U.S. did not conduct mandatory consultations as per Article

12.3 of the Agreement on Safeguards (AoS).
» The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 1994 also comes into consideration.
2. India's Stand:
* India notified the World Trade Organization (WTQO) on May 9 regarding its plan.
» India maintains that the measures by the U.S. are not consistent with GATT 1994 and AoS.

» India plans to suspend concessions or obligations on U.S. products to counterbalance the

adverse effects.



. Implementation Timeline:

* The retaliatory tariffs could take effect 30 days from notification to WTO.

* The effective date is May 9, 2025, if the U.S. does not address the issue.

. Economic Impact:

« Tariff imposition would impact $7.6 billion worth of U.S. imports into India.

» Expected duty collection of $1.91 billion from these tariffs.

. Procedure and Next Steps:

» India will proceed with its retaliatory measures if no resolution occurs within 30 days.

» India plans to inform both the Council for Trade in Goods and the Committee on Safeguards of

the WTO for appropriate actions.

. Past Instances:

e This is not the first time India has taken such steps:

* |n 2019, India imposed tariffs on 28 products from the U.S. after the U.S. removed India

from the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP).
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India mmust mobilise global opinion
Pakistan's mudear threats
rime Minister Narendra Modis address to

on Tuesday were reassuring for the nation that
has been in the midst of a volatile conflict. Mr.
Mol reiterated India’s revised strategy of res-
pmmm;m.smnsmwlmcm-yandmm,l:m

india is no longer willing to concede the fig
Jeaf of an explanation often Gifered by Palistan
L terrorists were non-state actors acring nde.
pendenty of the stase. Operation 51 v ls o
going. but i is also & contiaustion of this new

which earlier

st
Fuccessiully, in the surgical strikes of 2016 and

tacus of Pa-

pur,
border and also a site of India’s Russian-made
5,100 air defence system, disproved Pakistan's
claim thar the base was his during the recent mil-

S hisearically established pasl-
thon, B must also build global opinion against
Pakistan's strategy of terrorism and nuclear
blackmail

wise tense global trads savironment us.
has agrn vemporarily lowsr, for B cuyg its
owerall larlf& on Chinese goods from 5% 1o

rid cheered the announcement. jumping bet-
ween 2% following the news. thanw
s o the hack of tensions and Garttie being
ratchesed ups by both sides, with 1S, Pre-
Siens Thonald Tramp's Febraary 1 annonee.
ris from China,

nowledging the importance of China
economy. Indeed, the joint statement by both
counitries begins by mentioning “the lmportance
of their bilateral economic and trade relation-

China to come o the negotiation table. Tariffs of
145% were unsustainable but served their pur-

can be worked around or result in tensions again.

t.'h-e empowerment of Muslim
imarily, lisslmmﬂlatﬂle

marl ey, the ermployability of our
Eraduates as a wo

Education has many purposes. It enables, it
enervates and elevates. As Vivekananda said,
education empowers one to stand on one's own

ey

fieel. ARer 75 years o Eamibling

excellence fof equity, India has squandered both.
gl

technical expertise for employability. Ereadih
in a rapidly Artificial
ng‘ﬂg\enoa—d.rtven ecosystem, where those in the

T et etimction.
A high
There is barely any evidence, four years on, that

. whic
same as the 44.3% of 2023 SIIn]IarIy

in the
2023 only stands ar 1.72%. Muhpleemnaand
exits, a hallmark of NEP, have only cre

and poorly paying jobs.

Thehlghxsleo(adl.c ed unemployment

today shows that education in India & acrually
disempowering students. The NEP is a retreat to-
the Vanmevar Bush model of the mid-20th

paid
such as Indian Knowledge Systemns {IKS), mother

of 1025

Mirle Surappa

s INSA Seni
Seientist 2
Hatinrsl irstitube of
Advanged Studes,

ice-Chancellor, fnra
University, I

Darmcaon. &¥ fuaper
and fommer Dean,
Indian Institute

af Scierce

the
employability of
India’s

graduates as
a workforce

A good university seamlessly ing
breadth with depth. It is claimed that there has
been a remarkable mprovement from the past in
that i indian universities are ranked in the top
Qs Warld Universiry Rankings (WUR) 500, clearty
echaing th ctive narrative of N

the

of Indian . as the highest
srowth among the G-20 natons, quietly avolding
mention of both India’s low ranking tabove 100)
o tndia’s

o I tes
0, trsctierd wips acmiralily 1 1600 pesitan
2024. Such 'mcreases’ have been touted by the
rMinistry in its Press Informarion Buresu press
release of February 13, 2025, It has also been

rovement armong
unbelievable that In this digiral era. the
sovernment has failed o recognise
understand the commercial Impl-:sl‘l.unﬂ of s,
THE and similar agencies and the reasons for
their skewed and deceptive analyses.

A missing transparency on projects
rMega research projects were carried our with
grasu’.qnf.qmsndauﬂdgta ndeahll.lslnlhe

(CSTR NMITLD, the $10 ALash tablet project, and
Research INnovation and

the intended products or processes from thess
Ty of

the world's top S&T clusters in two innovation
merrics: puhllshsips[enl applications and
published sclentific articles. India has four
clusters with ranks of 56 (engahuru). &3 (Delhi),
&2 (Chennal) and &4 {Mumbaiy. The Bengaluru
chuster is often touted as an unparalieled rival to
silkcon Valley, particularky with respect mo the
numbers af

Mumbai af 9% pale in comparson o San jose
Francisco (silicon valley} at 2 slul(_s.mhrld.gem L.
The

leading patentee in Bengaluru. No further
comment is necessary.

The subject of start-ups
There is no poing |a]klngabnuxsun—ups when
we do not know wi pein

China, the LS and Israe] lmj:leseuljmndu(lur

ST, OUr GOVernment
Lauds new appa that hawik food produces. mdia
carnet have startups

technology. It r_‘annuthave lnd.g'enﬂus technology
without indigenous science. na b
lizy

exhscation, sans pulu-.qlagm-das Teroowheelor
k.l.rarlm are not

Comrary 1o the thinking of the Education
NiEratry, the Unbeeraity mmission
PG Permalng am eteamment of comtrol. It Slways
has been and there is no justification for this

would
If the LGC was shur down. Sitting UGE chalrs,
rectors and mindsters need

projects, on whi crores of
money has been spent. It does not
wyhether these prajects were initlated or shut
down by the or the BIP. Whart we, as
taxpayers, want to know is if these projects were
walue for money.

India’s Gl.nba] hlnnval‘l.Dand.Q!((Ll'}

The GII reveals

ranks of 33 and 37, respectively.

not appear in national dailies peddling their

policies and propaganda ad nauseam. Their job is

to execute policy, not talk about it and to ensure

decent employability for the youth. it is our job,

as independent academics, to write in the

newspapers, if they o not
“When

unsafe to be el

The views expreme are persona!

Ecology is

he phrase, “Ecology is the permanent

foun, th.
[prosperity is inextricably lnked to ecologic
2

the world’s permanent econonty

B

individusl-centric rescurce use evolved nto
eollective consumption aimed at meeting the
needs of growing communities. As human
sacieties expanded and organised themselves
into nasions, this demand scaled further to carer
1o the needs of entire countries. Eventually, this

health. It is true th
without & narural resources and
economic stability without

impossible. As we face serious challenges such as
climare change and the rapid loss of |

1 mature’s s a1 the heart

ned fundamen
need 1o focus on: ecology s the real economy —

iy v (e et Lrsber g s i
tform on Blodiversity and
Services or IPBES Transformative

China 1, inwestors who have moved
0 other countries will wiewing China Scrence-Pollcy Pla
favourably - -

there — scale and costs — are stll significant.

The Chinasl model, which India in any case has
not been sble to leverage adequatsly. misht start

Chinese imparts, regardiess of its
the rest of the worl
cm

Change report)
In the early stages of human histary, a
lifestyle to rely on
and exploit natural resources solely for their
basic, day-to-day survival needs. Over time, this

12 8 acientist with an

inberest i 1
ooy the
biogeachemistry al
wes and

the
habitats of india

Acknowhedging
this principle
cad to a

s on
ecologcal health

= the basis for
aarman survival.
ACONOMc
stability and
climate

resources. Other animals

‘ecosystems. they inhabix_

rew complications

The ever-intensifying cycle of human
and L has placed

Acknowledging this principle shifts cur
—

wery
fonamdarion of uman murvival. economic stabilicy,
and climate res
This nlsnotjustﬂm-ely itis
essential to confronting the
gvironmental crisis and shaping 3 sustainable
furure. It is only through this reframing that
humanity can move fram
proaciive planetary sustaina climate
crisis s nacjust  ardentific challenge. I 15 o maral
and existential reckoning with the ecological
fonim i of our existencs,

deu-lnmmslmlhe  planes's bialagical

diversity, including people, d past
unsustainable rerital artiities by
humans. Therefore, the change we need must
corme from within.

Since all developmental activities across the
globe are aimed ar ing human needs,
mhwrgasumlnahlellkglyle s eve:

ence of ecosystems 1o mi
impacts, 1ﬁlonebdod.ll\v€rslry_and support

emerges: we continue to exploit nanne to sats fy

complicare the ability to address the climate crisis
effectively.

In this context, rather than merely attempeing
to understand the ntricate complexity of
eplogical systems from 3 sclentific tandpolnt, it
s far more crirlcal o recognise a fundamental

T thas ecology ia the permanent econamy.

-
in order to ensure the
ctccess of g obal sustainabiliy nitistives. To
achieve this, we must realise that humans are an
integral part of nature.
rechnologcal advancements have

conomy”
merely understanding the ecological complexiny
thar exists in nature.

Thhe vierrs expresed are perzonal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Media cowerage satisfactory. We da not need
n for an averkill and
think of ‘destroying the

In the lead-up ta Operation to go in

and aftermath, the media enemry’

a
What Operation Slndmr has | is the Indian Bri

done is enough a

Politie Ieldersh:p,the
military and the tenmorist
apparatus. Operation
Sindaor has taught Pakistan
hard lesson. Added to this

e
Minister's line that has

The facl is that Paklsun isa

cutlined India’s futsre free and peaceful Court’s line
respanse expressien in our
5. Kamat, demoorna
byzun Such toxic behawiour should
ot ! be normalised ar
Online toxicity It is time that the
1tis shacking and Sithorities take stringent co
gismeartening that online ACTiCn against su

trolls seem to spane no one.
Such behawiour net only
reflects the toxic snde of

enline discowse

endangers the wery Y icen of

merchants of hate wha
encourage online
harassment.

. Sal

The line of the Supreme
Cart, that If twe aduslts.
hawe a long-standing live-in
relationship one can
presume an im

Pt

such a relaticnship, may not

be right. The i
condusion would be that
d

rriage
Oitherodan the rlatanship

may degenerate inte
licenticusness with hardly
any protection to the
woman and dignity to such
ship, This is the
Blind spot In the Cou

of the parties in line. It must be revisied
with greater scrutiny.
MG Prasad,

Chenns

Letters emailed 1o
e e
Imusst carry the postal addness.




Context:

» The article critically examines the educational policies in India, focusing on the gap between

education and employability.

» Despite improvements and reforms, youth unemployment remains high, indicating a disconnection

between education systems and job market needs.

Key Points:

1. Problem Statement:

» The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to revamp education, but employability is still a
significant challenge.

 The focus on academic excellence rather than practical job skills has created a gap.

 Unemployment rates remain high, even among highly educated youth.









3. Statistics Highlighting the Issue:
* Youth Unemployment Rate:
o 2023:17.2%.
e 2025:44.3% for graduates.
» High Educational Attainment, Low Employment:
» Even high-quality educational hubs fail to translate learning into jobs.
» Skill-Based Sector Deficiency:

* [ndia lacks specialized clusters like those in the U.S. or South Korea.






4. Root Causes:
e Educational Mismatch:
» High-quality theoretical knowledge but lack of practical application.
» |nadequate focus on entrepreneurship and start-up culture.
e Policy Gaps:
» Slow adoption of industry-specific curricula.
e Bureaucratic hurdles in research funding and innovation.
5. Global Comparisons:

* Successful educational models in countries like the U.S. and South Korea integrate innovation

with employability.

* |ndian policies are often bureaucratically driven, stifling grassroots innovation.



6. Recommendations:

« Skill-Oriented Education:
* |nclude technical and vocational training within mainstream education.
* Encourage industry partnerships in curriculum design.

 Promoting Start-Up Culture:
« Develop incubators and support structures within universities.
 Reduce regulatory bottlenecks for emerging businesses.

» Holistic Policy Execution:
* Align academic goals with market needs.

« Foster innovation ecosystems akin to Silicon Valley clusters.



7. Expert Opinions:

« Gautam R. Desiraju (Educationist):

» Emphasizes critical thinking over rote learning.

» Suggests retraining teachers for skill-based instruction.
e Mirle Surappa (Scientist):

« Advocates for innovation-driven education.

» Points out lack of practical research integration in Indian academia.



80th Anniversary of World War |l



Commemorating Victory in World War Il

7th May 1945 9th May 2025
Nazi Germany's Russia's 80th Victory
surrender Day parade
© ©
20th April - 2nd 8th May 1945
May 1945 Military surrender takes
effect

Battle of Berlin




Key Events of World War Il's End

8th May 1945

Military surrender takes
effect

7th May 1945
Nazi Germany Russia celebrates
surrenders Victory Day



Key Events of World War I

1942-1943

Battle of Stalingrad halts
German advance

September 1945

Japan surrenders after
atomic bombings

©
1st September May 1945
1939 Germany's

Germany invades
Poland, marking the
start of WWII

unconditional surrender




Italy Germany Japan
*Mussolini’s «Hitler’s Nazi Party believed «Military leaders
Fascist Party in all-powerful pushed for territorial
believed in state, tgrritorial ‘ expansion
sodel ’ SO, «Attacked Manchuria
power of and ethnic in 1931
the state purity e : USSR
*Cooperated with «Invaded Poland in 1939, France :Kniaded Culng ;1 07 i - led b
Germany from in 1940, and the USSR in 1941 *Attacked Pearl Harbor homiin ;m ' ? yh Stali
1936 onward in 1941 ars lFtator .Osep talin,
created industrial
L Al pover g
United States Great Britain France ’ii(i)ir':‘*d \
*Passed Neutrality Acts *Tried to appease Hitler by *Along with Great Britain, aggression
in 1935, 1937, and 1939 allowing territorial tried to appease Hitler pact with Germany in 1939
*Gave lend-lease aid to growth *Declared war

*Received U.S. aid;

Britain, *Declared waron @ on Germany eventually fought with
China, Germany in 1939 in 1939 after Allies to defeat Germany
fgcééhe *Resisted German ::1(:/':32 dwas
attack in 1940
*Declared war on Japan Gt - *Occupied by Nazis
B Received U.S. aid through in 1940

lend-lease program and
cash-and-carry provision



State of the World’s Nursing 2025 Report



Global Nursing Shortage

Global Nursing
Shortage

Worldwide lack of nursing
professionals

--------------------- Africa and Eastern
Mediterranean

Regions facing severe nursing
shortages

2030

Year of expected peak shortage
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SUMMARY
OF WHO
NURSING
REPORT

2025:
)

Global nursing workforce in 2023:
29.8 million nurses, projected to
grow to 36 million by 2030.

Global shortage: Despite growth, a
shortfall of 5.8 million nurses persists;
70% of this will impact Africa and the
Eastern Mediterranean by 2030.

Inequitable distribution: 78% of
nurses are concentrated in countries
with only 49% of global population

Nurse density: In Europe, 76.9
nurses/10,000 population vs. only
14.1/10,000 in Africa.

Migration concerns: 23% of nurses in
high-income countries are foreign-
born, mostly from low- and middle-
income countries.

Working conditions: Wage gaps,
poor mental health support, and
unequal access to leadership hinder
retention.

Leadership gaps: Only 66% of countries
report nurse leadership development
programs; Africa lags with 43%.



Word of the day

Fester:

a sore that has become inflamed and formed
pus; ripen and generate pus; become worse or
more intense (of feelings)

Synonyms: maturate, suppurate

Usage: His feelings of abandonment have
been festering for years.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/festerpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /festa(s)/
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