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Start badly, but start—perfection is just
delay in disguise.”
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Centre doubles the import
duty on gold, silver; move
is criticised as retrograde
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e Centre doubled import duty on gold and silver from 9.2%
to 18.4%. .

HER: % RBR - AT 3R Fid] IR 31aTd Yeb 9.2% I
FETHT 18.4% D [T

* Reason given by government: To reduce gold purchases,
protect India’s foreign exchange reserves and support the
rupee. .
HIHR BT PR JiA DI WG g, fac=l ga1 HsR &t
&1 HAT 3R B0 B T RT 1|

* Criticism: Experts called it a “retrograde” and “blunt” step
because it may increase smuggling and hurt jewellery
expqrters/MSMEs.

FT: [I3]] A 99 U ST 3R “S{UHTdl” HEH Sl
Rl Y TEHRI I Yhdll & 3R SAeR] (HIIdDI/MSMES
P! JHUH 8 Fhd 6 |




Point

Commodity affected
Earlier total import duty
New total import duty
Basic Customs Duty
AIDC

IGST

Government objective

Industry concern
Sector affected

India’s import data

English

Gold and Silver

Around 9.2%

Around 18.4%

Increased from 5% to 10%
Increased from 1% to 5%
Remains 3%

Reduce gold imports, save forex,
support rupee

Smuggling, higher costs, export loss

Gems & Jewellery, MSMEs

Gold and silver import rose 24% in
2025-26 to $71 billion

e
&I > Y oote
TUHY YT
TUHY FEBT

59 FITEYT 50
59 FITEYT 57

TSI S We ¢ STSUBILE BT
1S TEIB A G

CWIRD TV e 0TS IR 365 T

BE 33K Fg{0 MSMEs
2025-26 WEAF-CHG S Wie HoT
093Y $UBTR¥D 35




Tax Component

Basic Customs
Duty

Agriculture
Infrastructure and
Development
Cess

IGST

Total Effective
Duty

Earlier

5%

1%

3%

~9.2%

Now

10%

5%

3%

~18.4%

Exam Note

Direct import duty
Increased

AIDC also
iIncreased sharply

No change

Almost doubled



Why Gold Import Matters for India
YR b feiT FiFT 31mITd =i Ageagof @
Dimension Explanation feat

Current Account Deficit Gold is a major import item; high T 98T 3T &; 37feies 3ma1d CAD daTdl &
imports widen CAD

Forex Reserves Gold import requires payment in JHAT 3aTd A & g fageht ggr & gdt 8

foreign currency

Rupee Value Higher imports increase dollar 31feies 3T & STk °HITT d&d! &, U W ga1d
demand, pressuring rupee AT g
Inflation Higher import duty may increase 3TRITA [e<h 61 A BRe] BIHd 9@ Tdbd! &

domestic gold/silver prices

Smuggling Risk High duty creates incentive for illegal ST [ A A RATA/dTBI! 96 Thd! &
imports
Jewellery Exports Higher input cost can reduce export ATTd 94 & fAata ufawef ge Iodt &

competitiveness



Positive Side

HBRIHAD &
English

May reduce non-essential gold imports.

Can help protect foreign exchange reserves.

May reduce pressure on current account deficit.

Can support rupee stability in the short term.

Negative Side

APRIHD UE
English

Higher duty may increase gold smuggling.

Jewellery exporters may face higher input cost.

MSMEs in jewellery sector may suffer liquidity pressure.

Consumers may face higher prices.

Policy may not reduce demand because gold has

cultural and investment value in India.

f&dt
R-sr&d |1 319 gE Fbal gl

fageft HgT visR @1 aam ® "eg A Jdwdl &1
AT W1 "1 R Ga1d BH &) Fbdl g

HTPHTA | SUA B TERT e Tbar 2|

f&dt
3fErep b & WA a%B a8 Hbdl 2l

saet fFafdee! &) @vTd 9¢ Tt 21
a8 B MSMEs U &4l Ga1d 9@ Pl 2
Iuitaial & Afeie Hina gaT! 98 Tdbdl 2

vRa ¥ 917 &1 dipfas 3k Fae vea &, safae v &n g
wieA 2|



Q. With reference to the recent increase in import duty on gold and silver, consider the following
statements:
&1 & & A1 3R Tidt W 31T e gfg & T A fAmfafaa weeT v faar &9
1. The total effective duty was increased from around 9.2% to 18.4%.
Bl YHTAT [o<h TTTHTT 9.2% J 93T 18.4% feham =T
2. The IGST component was also increased from 3% to 5%.
IGST "ed vt 3% & daTdhR 5% fdar mam|
3. One objective of the increase is to reduce pressure on India’s foreign exchange reserves.

3 i BT T 38T ¥R & faceil Hgr WeR WR ga1d &H HRAT &

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

IR & & B 1A BT g 2

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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SEEKING BUSINESS GAINS

CEOs joining Trump's trip to China Trump's agenda for the meeting

Executive Company Date Time

Jensen Huang Nvidia

May 13 = Evening
Elon Musk Tesla
Tim Cook Apple May14 10am.
Larry Fink BlackRock 10:15 a.m.
Steve Schwarzman = Blackstone
Kelly Ortberg Boeing 6 p.m.
Brian Sikes Cargill May 15 ' 11:30 a.m.
Jane Fraser Citigroup
Larry Culp GE Aerospace Rat e
David Solomon Goldman Sachs Group 12:45 p.m.
Sanjay Mehrotra Micron Technology

Afternoon
Cristiano Amon Qualcomm '

Note: List comprises executives named by Trump on social media only.

Key activities

Arrives in Beijing

Welcome ceremony at the Great Hall
of the People

Meeting with Xi

‘w.mas‘

State banquet with Xi  +Q8

Photo session with Xi

v' o7 ,.
Tea with Xi \

. . ‘
Lunch with Xi 1',' W 'e‘/ﬁ

Departs Beijing el L8

Source Bloomberg




Tipping
the scales

The data for the charts were sourced
from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), International Labour Organisation,
Harvard Growth Lab’s Atlas of Economic
Complexity and World Intellectual
Property Organisation

CHART 1: The Gross Domestic Product in current prices
e=Om» Growth rate (%) (RHS) W GDP ($ billion) (LHS)
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CHART 4: The share in global
Research and Development
spending
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CHART 2: Annual growth rate of output per worker. Figures in %
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CHART 3: The share in global exports for select items. Figures in %
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India getsits first Alzheimer’s therapy at Rs 11akh/dose

AnonnaDutt
New Delhi, May 13

INDIANS WITH Alzheimer’s
disease will now have the option
of receiving a new treatment,
with pharmaceutical giant Eli
Lillylaunching the donanemab
drug in the market under the
brand name Lormalzi. The
once-a-month 350 mg infusion
has been shown to slow the pro-
gression of the disease by dis-
solving the amyloid beta protein
plaquesin thebrain—aclassical
sign of the neuro-degenerative
disease. The drug, costing nearly
a lakh rupees per dose, is to be
taken for at least 18 months.
Donanemab is a mono-
clonal antibody treatment for
Alzheimer’s. This is a disease-
modifying therapy that uses
laboratory-made proteins to
target and remove amyloid-
beta plaques from the brain,
slowing cognitive decline in
early-stage patients by roughly

30%. Approved therapies, in-
cluding lecanemab (Legembi)
and donanemab (Kisunla), are
administered intravenously.
Winselow Tucker, president
and general manager, Eli Lilly
India, said in a release:
“Alzheimer’s is a complex, pro-
gressive condition that placesa
significant emotional, clinical
and societal burden on patients,
caregivers, and healthcare sys-
tems. Thelaunch of Lormalziin
Indiareflects ourlong-standing
commitment to advancing in-
novation and supporting evi-
dence-based intervention for

. »

peoplelivingwith Alzheimer’s.

How much will it cost?

The innovative drug —
third tobe approved for the dis-
ease by the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) and the
first to be launched in India —
will be prohibitively expensive.
A single dose of the drug will
cost Rs 91,688. The company

a] -

Winselow Tucker, president and
general manager of Eli Lilly India
that launched donanemab drug
under the brand name Lormalzi

will run an access programme
to ensure that patients get the
drug at lower prices. Despite
this, not many are likely to be
able to afford the drug.

Eligible for treatment

The treatment is meant for
patients in early stages of
Alzheimer’s disease — those
with mild cognitive impair-
ment and mild dementia. It is
not meant for those already
progressed to advanced stages,

which is an important caveat.
While the drugcan dissolve the
build-up of plaque in the brain,
it cannot reverse the damage
that has already happened.

Importance of the drug

Considering the increasing
burden of Alzheimer’s in India,
thedrugisanimportantinnova-
tion. Dementia currently affects
over 8.8 million people in India,
with Alzheimer’s accounting for
the majority of cases. This
number is projected to nearly
double to 16.9 million by 2036.
Experts say that therapies have
been notoriously elusive. And
while they may be inaccessible
to many now, they presenthope
for more affordable options be-
comingavailable in the future.

The phase 3 study with 1,736
patients, 860 of whom received
the infusion every four weekstill
the plaque cleared, showed that
donanemab slows down cogni-
tivedeclinein early Alzheimer’s

patients by 35.1% in 76 weeks.
The drug is, however, known to
cause amyloid-related imaging
abnormalities — such as brain
swellingin 24% participantsand
brain bleeding in 19.7% partici-
pants—mostof whichisasymp-
tomatic. The study reported
three treatment-related deaths.

InIndia, the challenges

Treatment with donane-
mab would require an early di-
agnosis, somethingthat hardly
happens with Alzheimer’s in
India. The health systems in
India may not be ready for this,
and it would further add to the
cost of the medicine.

Other drugs available

There are two other ther-
apies,aducanumab and lecane-
mab — both by Eisai-Biogen
and working on the same prin-
ciple. They were approved by
the US FDA within two years of
each other.



* India has received its first Alzheimer’s therapy
with Eli Lilly launching donanemab under the
brand name Lormalzi.

skl (@A Izheimer’s disease SSPRIS Ul
therapy &S 52 U Eli Lllly”gdonanemab E22)
Lormalzi wmwvﬁ

A A0S

* Cost: Around 91,688 / nearly X1 lakh per
dose.

TdU ¢: TJJUshU 91 688/3”€IE'I] ?1?33 e [
doses

* Dose: Once-a-month 350 mg infusion,
generally for at least 18 months.

Dose: ¥UESIgES 981350 mg infusion, WZQ%?I
S B35 18VRB eSS




Point

Disease

Drug

Brand name in India
Company

Type of drug
Mode of use
Dose mentioned
Cost

Target protein
Best suited for

Not useful for

Major limitation

Major risk

English

Alzheimer’s disease
Donanemab

Lormalzi

Eli Lilly

Monoclonal antibody
Monthly infusion

350 mg once a month
91,688 per dose
Amyloid beta plaques
Early-stage Alzheimer’s
Advanced Alzheimer’s

Cannot reverse existing brain
damage

Brain swelling and brain bleeding

e

R IR

AR B

SRl

TES TAFT

350 mg¥URSEES g6l
91,688 ¥ dose

Amyloid beta plaques

siemhs AT T Sd Alzheimer’s
& 23f T 5 Alzheimer’s

TUREE TS brain damage 7 3%3
SURISY GS od

I W © ¥ bleeding 54

A

g o5




English Wie

Alzheimer’s is a progressive Alzheimer’s $5 progressive
neurodegenerative disease. neurodegenerative disease U

It mainly affects memory, thinking J9I®E =I'memory, thinking >
and behaviour. behaviour 1 sshePhle- St ed Ui

It is the most common cause of Ul dementia Sd ¢ [ cAtg’QGI(sﬁ\w Satl
dementia. Uk

It is linked with abnormal build-up BT brain¥&amyloid beta plaques
of amyloid beta plaques and tau > ¥ tau proteins $5'abnormal
proteins in the brain. build-up &G&#Hd Vg




English
Alzheimer’s burden is rising in India.

Dementia affects over 8.8 million people in
India.

This number may nearly double to 16.9
million by 2036.

Alzheimer’s accounts for the majority of
dementia cases.

Donanemab gives hope for early-stage
patients.

e

okle- @Izheimer’s Sd burden 09 YOHUF
skl Yddementia GG million GSRARS HF
schcbblc Ui

TR T 2036 o5 AUhU FREM million 5T
g3 BB

dementia S5RARS ¥ TRREAST SAT
Alzheimer’s UEFd U

Donanemab early-stage patients SSHIS S ¢d




Point

Trial phase

Total patients

Patients receiving infusion
Frequency

Result

Major side effect

Brain swelling

Brain bleeding

Deaths reported

Detail

Phase 3 study

1,736

860

Every 4 weeks

Slowed cognitive decline by 35.1% in 76 weeks
Amyloid-related imaging abnormalities

Seen in 24% participants

Seen in 19.7% participants

3 treatment-related deaths



Challenge

High cost

Early diagnosis required

Low awareness

Health system readiness

Safety risk

Long treatment duration

Explanation
X1 lakh per dose is unaffordable for

many

Drug works mainly in early stage

Alzheimer’s is often diagnosed late
Requires advanced diagnosis and
monitoring

Brain swelling/bleeding monitoring
required

At least 18 months of treatment

e

R136E ¥ dose 0S¢ IO B

SR 3l early stage X85 b Ui

Alzheimer’s S& diagnosis ¥ ¥ &I

advanced diagnosis > ¥ monitoring

~ ~

brain swelling/bleeding 3&
monitoring = TE&

S BT 18 TOBSST Tkk:



Q. With reference to Donanemab, recently launched in India, consider the following statements:

HRd ® g1d & & &< Donanemab & ded # fAfafad weEt ur faar &2:

1. Itis a monoclonal antibody therapy for Alzheimer's disease.

Ig Alzheimer’s disease & fdT monoclonal antibody therapy 21
2. It works by targeting amyloid beta plaques in the brain.

IE brain § amyloid beta plaques @' target &3dT 21
3. It can reverse brain damage already caused by Alzheimer’s.

I Alzheimer's ¥ Ugd € €T brain damage @1 reverse &3 Iddl &|
4. It is mainly useful for early-stage Alzheimer's patients.

IUE H&d: early-stage Alzheimer’s patients & &g 3uiTt &1

Which of the above statements are correct?

IRed A A B A BT Tl 82

A.1, 2 and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2,3 and 4 only
D.1,2 3and 4
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Why NEET is more prone to paper leaks than JEE

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, May 13

SEVERAL PEOPLE have been detained in
Maharashtra and Rajasthan amid awiden-
ing probe into the NEET-UG paper leak
which led to the exam being cancelled.
Lakhs of students have been affected by the
cancellation. But thisis not the first time ir-
regularities have surfaced in this medical
entrance exam. In contrast, the JEE, the en-
gineering entrance exam, has seen
relatively fewer controversies.

Whatare NEET and JEE?

The National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (Undergraduate) is a pen-and-paper
entrance exam for admission to under-
graduate medical institutions. It is con-
ducted by the National Testing Agency
(NTA) in 13 languages — English, Hindi,
Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Odia, Punjabi, Tamil,
Telugu and Urdu.

The Joint Entrance Examination (Main),
meanwhile, is for admission to Centrally
Funded Technical Institutes. Studentswho

clear JEE (Main) are then eligible to sit for
JEE (Advanced), for admission to IITs.
While JEE (Main) is conducted by the
NTA, with some involvement of the IITs,
JEE (Advanced) is handled completely by
the IITs. There are two key differences in
how the exams are held: More students
take NEET; and the JEE is a computer-
based exam rather than an offline one.

Why is NEET not computer-based?
There are two main hurdles to imple-
menting acomputer-based NEET-UG.
First, avery small number of centres are
equipped toconduct computer-based tests.
With NEET-UG being one of the biggest
competitive exams in India in terms of the
number of aspirants — around 23 lakh stu-
dents every year — there aren’t enough
centres toaccommodate them. Tocompare,
around 14 lakh studentsappear forthe JEE.
The NTA can conduct computer-based
tests for only about 1.5 lakh students in a
single shift. This would mean the NEET-
UG would have to be conducted over at
least 15 shifts and a period of weeks.
Second, if the exam is held over several

Rush forseats

® NEET-UGis
extremely competi-
tive, with nearly 23
lakh students
appearing for around
1lakh medical seats
across the country.

® Studentsstrive to
getintogovernment
colleges, which ac-
count for around half
the medical seats,
since they are far
cheaper than private
colleges, where fees
canrunintocrores.

shifts, the process of normalisation would
be a challenge. To ensure fairness across
shifts, questions for an examination are di-
vided intodifferent levels of difficulty, with
astatistical process determining that each
paper contains a certain percentage of
questions from these different levels.

“While a normalisation process exists,
as is done with examinations such as JEE,
it will be very difficult to do so across
multiple shifts and will lead to litigation
and delay the admission process,” said an
official from the Health Ministry.

Another official from the Health Minis-
try said that this was also in line with the
indication given by the Supreme Court.

After irregularities in NEET-UG 2024,
there were "rumours” of a NEET-PG paper
leak, which led to its postponement. The
National Board of Examinationsunderthe
Health Ministry, which conducts the
NEET-PG test, decided to conduct it only
in the most trusted testing centres across
two shifts. Litigation, however, led to the
Supreme Court directing that the examin-
ation be conducted in a single shift and it
proceeded as it used to.

Are computer-based tests secure?

While there have been irregularities
even in computer-based tests, they are gen-
erally more secure.

The question papers for these tests are
not prepared by a single person. A bank of
questions of varying difficulty is prepared
by several experts and the system chooses
the questions on its own, based on a blue-
print of what type of questions and how
many of them are needed. The question
papers are opened at the designated time
across examination centres together, re-
moving the likelihood of it being leaked
from one centre to others.

There is no physical transportation of
these papers. The second official quoted
above said: "When the papers are being
transported physically across the country,
there are multiple points of leak no matter
how much security is put in place. It can
leak from the printing agencies orsimplya
vehicle that is transporting it.”

This official added: “NEET is an ex-
tremely high-stakes examination, meaning
there are always people who are willing to
pay to get the paper.”




Point

Full Form

Purpose

Conducted by
Mode

Candidates

Main Risk

Admission Target

NEET-UG

National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test

Admission to undergraduate
medical courses

National Testing Agency
Pen-and-paper/offline

Around 23 lakh

Paper printing, transport, storage
leak

Medical colleges

JEE Main

Joint Entrance Examination
Admission to engineering
courses

National Testing Agency
Computer-based test

Around 14 lakh

Technical irregularities possible
but leak risk lower

NITs, HITs, CFTls; JEE
Advanced for IlITs



Why NEET is More Prone to Paper Leaks

NEET ® Paper Leak T &Id3T 3ifeies RiY &

Reason

Offline exam

Large number of candidates

Single-shift exam

More handling points

High-stakes exam

Huge demand for govt
medical seats

Private medical fees are

very high

Criminal incentive

Explanation

Physical paper has to be printed,

packed, transported and stored

Around 23 lakh students appear

One paper is used across centres at
same time

Printing press, transport vehicles,

storage rooms, exam centres

Medical seats are limited and valuable

Govt colleges are cheaper than

private colleges

Fees may run into crores

Some people may be ready to pay for
leaked paper

f&dt
Physical paper @I print, pack, transport
31k store wIATUSAT &

AT 23 @18 BT i 81a &

T &l paper 3IeT-31dT centres UR T JTA
EIGIES

printing press, transport, storage 3R
centres WX leak risk

Medical seats &H 3R 9gd valuable &

Govt medical colleges private colleges &

FHE

Private medical fees &) db & Tbdl &

B N paper TG & g 4 33 &Y AR
GRS



Why NEET is Not Yet Computer-Based

NEET 3nit Computer-Based &RiY 9g1 &

Challenge

Huge candidate base

Lack of CBT centres

NTA capacity issue

Multiple shifts needed

Normalisation problem

Litigation risk

Admission delay

Explanation

NEET has around 23 lakh candidates

Enough computer-based centres are

not available

NTA can conduct CBT for around 1.5

lakh students in one shift

NEET would need at least 15 shifts

Different shifts may have different

difficulty levels

Normalisation may lead to disputes and

court cases

Multiple shifts may delay counselling

and admissions

fedt
NEET R &7+ 23 lakh candidates &

T CBT centres 3UcTed A&l &

NTA TP shift & @9 1.5 lakh students @bT
CBT B IddAT &

NEET & g &H & &1 15 shifts T1fgQ
3TeTTT-31e7T shifts ® difficulty 37T &) Jepdl &
normalisation & fdarg 3R court cases 496
JHaE

multiple shifts & counselling/admission
delay 8 Iwar &



Are Computer-Based Tests More Secure?

@1 Computer-Based Tests 3ifeies IRfeid &2

Point

Generally more secure

Question bank system

No single paper copy

Lower leak possibility

Still not risk-free

Explanation

CBT reduces physical handling of

guestion papers

Questions are selected from a question
bank

Paper is not physically transported

across India

Leak from printing/transport centres is

reduced

Technical irregularities and cyber

issues may occur

EE

CBT # physical paper handling &H gldt &

question bank & questions TA 3d &

paper &I physically transport 7&! &=4T1 Usdl

printing/transport & leak & TUTaAT BH d!

8

technical/cyber irregularities g! dbd! &



Reform

Gradual shift to CBT

Increase CBT centres

Strong encryption

Randomised question sets
Aadhaar/biometric verification
CCTV and live monitoring
Strict punishment

Transparent investigation

Better normalisation formula

Purpose

Reduce physical paper leak risk

Build capacity for large exams

Secure digital transmission of questions
Reduce common paper leak risk
Prevent impersonation

Improve centre-level security

Deter organised paper leak gangs
Restore public trust

Reduce litigation in multiple-shift exams






Aspect

Why in News?

Main Use

Ethanol Source in India

Grain-Based Contribution

Maize Share

Policy Link

E20 Meaning

Importance

English

Maize has emerged as India’s largest grain-
based feedstock for ethanol production.

Maize is being used for ethanol, food,
feed, starch and industrial alcohol
production.

Ethanol is produced from sugarcane-based
and grain-based feedstocks.

Grain-based distilleries contributed
around 333 crore litres to the national
ethanol pool from November 2025 to April
2026.

Maize became the largest contributor
among grains.

India’s Ethanol Blending Programme has
an E20 target.

E20 means 20% ethanol blending with
petrol.

Higher blending needs diversified
feedstock supply.

e

W I okl X@ethanol 859 SSATS 06
Ododd grain- -based feedstock OS U?JEI'UE

W d 39 &TIFH ethanol, I5# S € GAceHl
starch ¥ industrial alcohol &SE™ JB%#d

Ui

ek Wethanol OFS 556k > 81 % Wier-
© Ikl feedstock SO od BF

Y 2025 BR s8I 2026 ¢ grain-
based distilleries ©national ethanol pool ¥

TUFY TTT STHH Weed IS HIWE

T T 2 SHEHREg 1 G FHTSS cHISTE

skl S5 Ethanol Blending Programme Sd
E20 T¢ U

E20 Sd R clBRESHAI WY ethanol
blendingg

RS blending SSHIS BEBR feedstock
supply $& =T e Ve U




Term

Feedstock

Sugarcane-based
Feedstock

Grain-based Feedstock

Ethanol

English

Raw material used to produce
ethanol.

Molasses, sugarcane juice, sugar
syrup.

Maize, rice, damaged foodgrains,
surplus grains.

Biofuel mixed with petrol to
reduce fossil fuel use.

e
Ethanol DSBS SS#IS FOSTRRT WS

A SA ~

SERRTS o TERIS

§'6'55|ﬁ§3 8Igl sugar syrupsg

¥, dl gl damaged foodgrains,
surplus grainsg

T WEBETRE o<1 SERKT biofuel




Why Maize is Becoming Important

HarpT R Hgaquf &1 @I 8?2

Reason

Shorter Crop Cycle

Less Water Requirement

Multiple Seasons

Suitable for Water-Stressed

Areas

Diversification

Farmer Income

English

Maize has a shorter growing cycle

than sugarcane.

Maize needs less irrigation water than

sugarcane.

It can be cultivated in multiple

seasons in many regions.

It is better suited than sugarcane in

water-scarce regions.

Reduces dependence on sugarcane

for ethanol.

Creates an additional market for

maize farmers.

f&dt
HAh] BT BAA b 7T B g1 A BICT &1dT
gl

HahT ) =1 Bl det1 A BH fFa1s sid
Bl

A B3 a4 | B HIgHI A IR ST Jbar 2|
Sid-ddbe dTet &1 ° I8 T I 3ifees Iugard
2l

Ethanol & faT T U= fAHar &H BdT 21

HerhT fobam & A 3ifdfRad a1k dIR Bear
gl



Basis Sugarcane Maize

Cereal crop of Poaceae

Crop Type Tropical crop family

Water Requirement Very high Lower than sugarcane

Growing Cycle Longer Shorter

Emerging major grain-

Ethanol Role Traditional major source
based source

Suitable in many water-

Suitability Better in water-rich areas .
stressed regions

Water stress, sugar diversion Food-feed-fuel balance
concerns concern

Risk

Molasses/juice-based

Grain-based ethanol
ethanol

Policy Use




English

Reduces pressure on sugarcane-based
ethanol.

Saves irrigation water compared to
sugarcane.

Supports crop diversification.

Increases income opportunity for maize
farmers.

Helps achieve E20 blending target.

Strengthens domestic energy security.

e

UGS 3K ethanol F8T SOKST S ST U

Ve ST WBGESE « o 1 Seiod U

0 ¢ BBURGS TIX S5 0 Yok cged Ui

T T 26 IISASE S T TG DT U

E20 blending Jg  UBR Y SEHSERdcC
SHed U

CEBHT TR@Eed S5 3 [BF SHed Ul




Concerns [ Challenges

ferarg | geifaar

Concern

Food vs Fuel
Poultry Feed Cost
Price Rise

Regional Imbalance
Storage and Supply

Sustainability

Explanation

More maize for ethanol may affect

availability for food and feed.

Maize is important for poultry and
livestock feed.

Higher industrial demand may raise

maize prices.

Production may be concentrated in

selected States.

Regular ethanol production needs

reliable grain supply chains.

Excessive monocropping may affect soil
health.
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding maize-based ethanol in India:

1. Maize has emerged as an important grain-based feedstock for ethanol production.
2. E20 refers to 20% ethanol blending with petrol.
3. Maize generally requires more irrigation water than sugarcane.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



Pakistan Explores “Islamic
NATO” Defence Cooperation
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Why in News?

Countries Mentioned

Background

Core Principle

Nature

Key Aim

Important Partner

India Concern

—raguseres

Pakistan has discussed expanded regional defence
and economic cooperation with Gulf nations under the

idea of an “Islamic NATO".

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Turkiye.

The idea follows the Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia signed
in September 2025.

Aggression against one side may be treated as an
attack on both.

Regional defence and economic arrangement.

Collective security, reduced dependence on external

powers, and regional deterrence.

Tlrkiye is important due to its large defence industry

and military strength.

Such a bloc may affect India’s security environment in
West Asia and South Asia.
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I fdar f&dar 2025 A urfdszar 3k I3t 3Ra & &g §Q
Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement & dT1g 31T3TI

T Uel UR EHAT 411 UR EHGT HIHT 51T JdhdT &

a1 2am 3tk anferes JgaT e

e JRa, I1E:t rfaaat R fAnfar 7 &t 3k et ufaie
&

R 3ra3 92 381 3aT 3R d=7 &rar & BRT HEg@qof 2|

QT &M g WRd & ufean T 3k gfgior wferam JRam
ATATaRYT Y YIIfId B JebdT &



Pakistan—Saudi Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement

Ulfeh&Td—a3Hal AR URTRD & gHSdT

Point

Signed

Type

Principle

Strategic Meaning

Financial Angle

English

September 2025.

Bilateral defence pact.

Attack on one side may be treated as
attack on both.

Brings Pakistan closer to Saudi security

architecture.

Saudi Arabia has provided financial

support to Pakistan earlier.
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Regional Security Context

&A1 JREM TeH

Issue

West Asia Crisis
Iran Factor
Pakistan's Role
Turkiye's Role

Qatar’s Role

English

Regional instability has increased demand

for security cooperation.

Gulf countries remain concerned about
Iran’s regional influence.

Pakistan has nuclear weapons and ballistic

missile capabilities.

Turkiye has a strong defence industry and

NATO experience.

Qatar is diplomatically active and

economically strong.
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Q. Consider the following statements regarding the proposed “Islamic NATO":

1. It refers to a possible regional defence arrangement involving Pakistan and Gulf nations.
2. Turkiye is relevant to this idea because it is a NATO member and has a strong defence industry.
3. Pakistan is already a formal member of NATO.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A.Tand 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Syn ONYMS! presentation, speech, talk, pitch

Usa g€ The waiter gave us a long spiel about
the specials.
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