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Citizenship rulings must be ‘fair, lawful’: SC

Court sets aside 27 judgments by Gauhati HC on
‘foreigners’, asks tribunals to adjudicate afresh

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday held
that the determina-

tion of citizenship and fo-
reigner status must be un-
dertaken through a “fair,
lawful, and reasoned” pro-
cess, as it set aside a batch
of 27 Gauhati High Court
judgments declaring the
appellants to be foreigners,
and remanded the cases to
the Foreigners' Tribunals
concerned for  fresh
adjudication.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta observed that while
the state has a legitimate
interest in ensuring that
persons who are legally in-
eligible for an Indian citi-
zenship do not obtain such
a status through “false
claims”, the “grave conse-
quence” of being declared
a foreigner must follow a
procedure that adheres to
constitutional guarantees.

“A state action which is
arbitrary cannot claim the
protection of law merely
because it is clothed in stat-
utory form. A proceeding
which may result in a per-
son being declared a fo-
reigner cannot be sus
tained if the procedure
adopted is mechanical,
one-sided, or devoid of ap-
plication of mind,” the
judgment, authored by Jus-
tice Nath, said.

‘Fair opportunity’

The Tribunal must exa-
mine whether the person
had a “fair opportunity,
whether the main grounds
were disclosed, whether
the evidence before it was
capable of supporting the
reference, and whether the
conclusion follows from
the material on record,” it
added.

The High Court had dis-
missed the appeals against
the orders of the Foreign-
ers’ Tribunals declaring
the appellants to be fo-

Declarations on citizenship are not sustainable if
‘procedure employed is mechanical’, says court

QQ A state action which is arbitrary cannot
claim the protection of law merely
because it is clothed in statutory form. -

A proceeding which may result

in a person being declared a

foreigner cannot be sustained

if the procedure adopted is

mechanical, one-sided, or
devoid of application of mind
SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT

reigners after noting that
none of them had ap-
peared before the tribu-
nals despite having been
served notices. It had ob-
served that, in the absence
of any written statement,
documents, or evidence
from the appellants, the
tribunals had “no option”
but to affirm the
references.

The top court, however,
clarified that the remand
should not be construed as
an affirmation of the appel-
lants' claim to Indian
citizenship.

A -
M

The remand was intend-
ed solely to ensure that the
serious civil consequences
of being declared a foreign-
er flow only from an adju-
dication that is legally sus-
tainable and consistent
with the principles of fair-
ness, the top court said.

Accordingly, the Bench
set aside both the High
Court judgments and the
corresponding opinions of
the Foreigners Tribunals
concerned, directing the
tribunals to decide the
matters afresh without be-
ing influenced by their ear-

lier findings or those of the
High Court. It said the
fresh adjudication must in-
volve an independent as-
sessment of the evidence
and the rival claims in ac-
cordance with law and
should, as far as possible,
be completed within six
months.

The court further direct-
ed that no coercive steps
be taken against the appel-
lants until the Foreigners
Tribunals render fresh
opinions.

The top court also di-
rected the appellants to ap-
pear before the tribunals
within four weeks,

‘Big legal consequence’

Justice Nath also acknow-
ledged that questions of ci-
tizenship and foreigner sta-
tus occupy a field of “high
constitutional and legal sig-
nificance”, particularly be-
cause a declaration that a
person is a foreigner car-
ries far more than ordinary
civil consequences. Such a

finding, the judge noted,
may result in detention,
deportation, separation
from family and communi-
ty, and even
“statelessness”.

The apex court further
underlined that while Sec-
tion 9 of the 1946 Act un-
doubtedly places the bur-
den upon the proceedee to
prove that he or sheis nota
foreigner, it does not ab-
solve a Tribunal of its “obli-
gation” to conduct a lawful
adjudication so as to not
proceed with a “mechani-
cal" declaration.

The Bench also pointed
out that the guarantees of
equality before the law un-
der Article 14 and the right
to life and personal liberty
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution extend to foreign-
ers as well, and are not
confined to Indian citizens.

“A person proceeded
against before a Foreigners
Tribunal may ultimately
fail to establish Indian citi-
zenship, but the process by

The HC had dismissed appeals against tribunals
since the appellants failed to appear for hearings

which such determination
is made must still satisfy
the constitutional require-
ments”, the Bench said.

The principal conten-
tion before the apex court
was whether a person
could be declared a fo-
reigner through ex parte
proceedings solely on ac-
count of non-appearance,
particularly where govern-
ment records were availa-
ble in support of the claim
to Indian citizenship.

The dispute arose from
an order dated May 9, 1997,
by the Illegal Migrants (De-
termination) Tribunal,
which declared Sabitri Dey
and her husband, Sambhu
Dey, to be illegal migrants
after they failed to appear
despite summons. The pe-
titioners contended that
they had no knowledge of
the proceedings and that
the tribunal’s conclusion
rested primarily on the in-
quiry officer’s hearsay tes-
timony rather than reliable
substantive evidence.



~7
The Supreme Court delivered an important judgment on 13 July 2026, holding that citizenship and
foreigner status cannot be decided through a mechanical or one-sided process. The Court set aside

27 Gauhati High Court judgments that had upheld Foreigners Tribunals' decisions declaring individuals
as foreigners and sent all the cases back for fresh hearings. & Lawseat +1

Case at a Glance

Particular Details

Court Supreme Court of India

Bench Justice Vikram Nath & Justice Sandeep Mehta
Date 13 July 2026

State involved Assam

Persons affected

High Court

Decision

Direction

Time limit

Interim protection

27 appellants

Gauhati High Court

HC judgments set aside

Fresh adjudication by Foreigners Tribunals

Preferably within 6 months

No coercive action until fresh decision



Background of the Case

The appeals arose from Assam, where:

¢ Foreigners Tribunals had declared certain persons as foreigners.
e Gauhati High Court dismissed their appeals.
¢ In many cases, the appellants did not appear before the tribunal, leading to ex parte (one-sided)
decisions.
e They argued before the Supreme Court that:
e they never had a real opportunity to present their case,
e evidence relied upon was weak,
¢ and tribunals followed a mechanical process.

The Supreme Court agreed that such serious matters require strict procedural fairness. @ Live Law +1

Why is this judgment important?
Being declared a foreigner can lead to:

e detention,

e deportation,

e separation from family,

¢ |oss of voting rights,

¢ denial of government benefits,
e possible statelessness.

Because the consequences are so severe, the Court held that the procedure itself must satisfy
constitutional standards. @ The Times of India +1



Supreme Court's Major Observations

1. Fair procedure is mandatory
The Court held:

Citizenship cannot be determined through a mechanical, one-sided or mindless process.

Every person must receive:

e notice,

e adequate opportunity,
e meaningful hearing,

e reasoned decision.

taw Live Law +1

2. Statutory power does not justify arbitrariness

The Court observed:

Even if an action is authorised by law, it cannot be arbitrary.

Simply following a statute is insufficient if the procedure violates fairness.

This reinforces the constitutional principle that procedure must be just, fair and reasonable.



3. Foreigners Tribunal cannot act mechanically

The Tribunal must independently examine:

+ documents,

e witnesses,

* government records,
+ defence evidence,
« rival claims.

It cannot merely endorse investigation reports.

@ The New Indlan E

4. Ex parte orders require caution
The Court clarified that a person cannot automatically be declared a foreigner merely because he or

she did not appear, especially where official records suggesting Indian citizenship exist.

Tribunals must still evaluate all available evidence before reaching a conclusion. @ 7ns Times of india 1

5. High constitutional significance

Questions of citizenship involve:

« identity,

¢ liberty,

« dignity,

» constitutional rights.

Hence they demand a much higher standard of judicial scrutiny than ordinary civil disputes.



Foreigners Act, 1946

The Supreme Court reaffirmed that under Section 9 of the Foreigners Act, 1946, the burden of proving
Indian citizenship lies on the person concerned.

However, the Court emphasized that this does not relieve the Tribunal of its duty to conduct a lawful,
evidence-based adjudication rather than a mechanical exercise. € Legal Eagle Elite +1

Directions Issued by the Supreme Court

The Court ordered:

Direction Details

Gauhati HC judgments Set aside

Foreigners Tribunal opinions Set aside

Fresh hearing Yes

Independent assessment Mandatory

Previous findings Should not influence fresh decision
Fresh decision Preferably within six months
Appearance by appellants Within four weeks

Coercive action No detention/deportation until fresh orders



What is a Foreigners Tribunal?

Foreigners Tribunals are quasi-judicial bodies constituted under the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964
to determine whether a person is a foreigner under the Foreigners Act, 1946.

They are used extensively in Assam due to long-standing concerns regarding illegal migration.

w Wikipedia +

Historical Context: Assam Citizenship Issue

Year Development

1979-1985 Assam Movement against illegal immigration
1985 Assam Accord signed

1983 IMDT Act enacted (Assam only)

2005 Supreme Court struck down the IMDT Act
2013 Supreme Court supervised NRC update
2019 Final NRC published in Assam

2019 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) passed

2026 Supreme Court reiterates fair procedure in citizenship determinations



Issue

Non-appearance

Tribunal assessment

Procedural fairness

Evidence

Constitutional rights

Gauhati High Court

Upheld tribunal decisions

Accepted findings

Limited scrutiny

Relied on tribunal findings

Not emphasized

Supreme Court

Says non-appearance alone is
insufficient

Fresh independent assessment
required

Central constitutional
requirement

Requires detailed evaluation of
evidence

Articles 14 & 21 are central




SC stays Madras HC order banning cow slaughter

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday stayed a May 27 or-
der of the Madras High
Court that directed the Ta-
mil Nadu government to
enforce a State-wide prohi-
bition on the slaughter of
cows and calves.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tices Vikram Nath and San-
deep Mehta was hearing a
special leave petition filed
by the Tamilaga Vettri Kaz-
hagam (TVK)-led govern-
ment challenging the High
Court’s order on the
ground that the direction
was contrary to the provi-
sions of the Tamil Nadu
Animal Preservation Act,
1958, which permits the
slaughter of cows over 10
years of age if a competent
authority declares them
unfit for work and
breeding.

The State also pointed

Slaughter rules

The Madras HC had observed in its May 27 order that slaughter
of animals could take place only in licensed/designated places

T.Ns CONTENTION IN SC:

= Order amounted to 'judicial
lawmaking’ and was
internally inconsistent

= Several existing laws
regulate slaughter without
any blanket ban

m Necessary steps already
taken to prevent the slaughter
of animals in public places

out that laws such as the
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act, 1960; the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Ani-
mals (Slaughter House)
Rules, 2001; the Tamil Na-
du Urban Local Bodies Act,
1998; and the Tamil Nadu
Urban Local Bodies Rules,
2023, do not impose a
blanket prohibition on
slaughter, but instead regu-
lates the manner and con-

ditions under which it may
be carried out.

‘Need for correction’

Observing that the im-
pugned order required pri-
ma facie “correction”, the
Bench issued notice on the
appeal filed by Tamil Nadu
and stayed the operation
of the High Court’s order
insofar as it directed the
State to impose a complete

ban on cow slaughter.

The impugned order
was passed by a Division
Bench of Justices G.R.
Swaminathan and V.
Lakshminarayanan, which
had directed the Chief Se-
cretary and the Director-
General of Police/Head of
Police Force to ensure that
no cow or calf was slaught-
ered anywhere in the State
either on the eve of Bakrid
on May 28, 2026, or on any
subsequent day.

The petition, filed by the
Secretary to the State go-
vernment, arraigned as
respondents K. Surya,
youth wing secretary of the
Indu Makkal Katchi, who
had moved the original
writ petition before the
High Court, along with the
Director-General of Police
and other State officials.

The Tamil Nadu govern-
ment apprised the top
court that the High Court’s
order amounted to “judi-

cial lawmaking” and was
internally inconsistent. It
pointed out that while the
High Court had correctly
observed that slaughter
could take place only in de-
signated slaughterhouses
or places notified under
the law, it had simultane-
ously directed a complete
prohibition on the slaught-
er of cows and calves.

The State further sub-
mitted it had already taken
the necessary steps to pre-
vent the slaughter of ani-
mals in public places and
had consistently main-
tained that any animal sa-
crifice would be permitted
only in enclosed spaces
away from public view.

The High Court had ob-
served that slaughter of
animals could take place
only in licensed slaughter-
houses or places specifical-
ly designated by the com-
petent authorities under
the law.



This case concerns the powers of the judiciary versus the legislature and the implementation of
existing animal preservation laws. The Supreme Court stayed a Madras High Court order that had
effectively imposed a state-wide prohibition on cow and calf slaughter in Tamil Nadu, observing that
the High Court's directions appeared to go beyond the existing law.

Case at a Glance

Particular Details

Court Supreme Court of India

Date 13 July 2026

Bench Justice Vikram Nath & Justice Sandeep Mehta

State Tamil Nadu

Challenged Order Madras High Court order dated 27 May 2026

Petitioner Government of Tamil Nadu

Respondents K. Surya (Youth Wing Secretary, Indiya Makkal Katchi) & others

Supreme Court Decision Stayed the operation of the Madras High Court order directing a
blanket ban

Status Final hearing pending



* Background

» Before Bakrid (Eid-ul-Adha) 2026, a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) was
filed before the Madras High Court, seeking strict enforcement of laws
governing animal slaughter.

* The Madras High Court directed the Tamil Nadu Government to
ensure:

* No cow or calf is slaughtered anywhere in the State.
e Strict implementation before Bakrid and thereafter.

* Enforcement by the Chief Secretary and Director General of Police
(DGP).

* The Tamil Nadu Government challenged this order before the '

Supreme Court.




Why did Tamil Nadu challenge the High Court order?

The State argued that the High Court had gone beyond the law by directing a complete prohibition that

does not exist in the Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act, 1958.

Tamil Nadu's Arguments

Argument

Judicial overreach

Existing law permits slaughter in certain
cases

Existing regulatory framework

Public slaughter already prohibited

Internal inconsistency

Explanation

The High Court effectively created a new law instead of interpreting

the existing law.

Cows above a prescribed age and certified as permanently unfit for

work or breeding may be slaughtered under the Act.

Slaughter is already regulated through licensing and designated

slaughterhouses.

The Government had already taken measures to prevent slaughter in

public places.

The High Court allowed slaughter only in licensed slaughterhouses
but simultaneously directed a complete prohibition on cows and

calves.



Law

Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act, 1958

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Slaughter House) Rules, 2001

Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act, 1998

Tamil Nadu Urban Local Bodies Rules,
2023

Purpose

Regulates slaughter of cattle; permits
slaughter under specified conditions.

Prevents cruelty towards animals across
India.

Prescribes standards for slaughterhouses.

Regulates municipal administration
including slaughterhouses.

Licensing and regulation of
slaughterhouses.




What does the Tamil Nadu Animal Preservation Act, 1958 provide?

The Act does not impose a total ban.

Instead, it permits slaughter in specific circumstances.

Category Position under the Act
Healthy milch/working cattle Protected
Cow declared permanently unfit for work/breeding by Slaughter may be permitted

competent authority

Licensed slaughterhouses Allowed subject to legal conditions

Public places Slaughter prohibited



Supreme Court's Observations

The Supreme Court made important prima facie (initial) observations:

1. High Court order requires correction

The Bench observed that the High Court order appeared to require prima facie correction because it

effectively imposed a blanket ban not contemplated by the statute.

2. Courts cannot legislate

The State argued—and the Supreme Court considered—that courts should interpret laws rather than

create new prohibitions, highlighting the constitutional principle of separation of powers.

3. Existing law already regulates slaughter

The Court noted that slaughter is already regulated through:

licensing,

designated slaughterhouses,
municipal laws,

animal welfare legislation.

4. Stay granted

The Supreme Court stayed the High Court's direction only to the extent that it imposed a complete

statewide prohibition on cow and calf slaughter, while the appeal is pending.



Difference Between the Madras High Court and Supreme Court

Issue Madras High Court Supreme Court (Interim View)
Cow slaughter Directed statewide prohibition Stayed blanket prohibition
Licensed slaughterhouses Allowed slaughter only in designated Agreed regulation is necessary but
places questioned total ban
Nature of order Broad preventive directions Held the order may exceed the statutory
framework
Status Order stayed (partly) Final decision pending

Constitutional Principles Involved

Principle Relevance

Separation of Powers Judiciary interprets laws; Legislature makes laws.

Rule of Law Executive action must follow existing statutes.

Judicial Review Courts can review executive action but generally should not legislate.
Federalism States legislate on matters such as animal preservation under the State List,

subject to constitutional limits.



Article

Article 48

Article 48A
Article 51A(g)

Article 246 & Seventh Schedule

Article 21

Subject

Directive Principle directing the State to organize
agriculture and animal husbandry and prohibit
slaughter of cows, calves, and other milch and draught
cattle.

Protection of environment and wildlife.

Fundamental duty to have compassion for living
creatures.

Distribution of legislative powers between Parliament
and States.

Personal liberty; relevant where executive
enforcement measures affect individuals.



Over the past 5 years, India has consistently ranked as one of the top 5 beef-exporting
countries globally, with total annual export volumes ranging between 1.2 and 1.5 million
metric tonnes. Total export earnings consistently hover around $3 to $4 billion

USD. @ Wikipedia +3

Here is the specific, localized breakdown of how India’s meat exports have performed
over the last five years:

« Strictly Buffalo Meat: By law, cow slaughter and the export of cow meat are strictly
prohibited. Over 97% of India's beef exports consist of carabeef (buffalo meat),
making it the foundation of this multi-billion-dollar trade. @ Seair Exim Solutions +2

Global Standing: India comfortably maintains its position as the world's 4th or 5th

largest beef exporter, operating alongside top producers like Brazil, Australia, and the
USA. @ Wikipedia +1

Key Markets: The primary destinations for these meat exports are Southeast Asia and
the Middle East. Vietnam remains the top destination, while countries like Iraq, UAE,
Egypt, and Malaysia have shown massive year-over-year import




Tbenilay, Mty 48, 2000
Cumaa

THE s

States

SCrejects
professor’s
anticipatory
bail pleain
sulcide case

W DI

e
Wikl of i Kerala
il toae e acevimed i)
ahetting Vi Sule .A- i
Meninl sl vi
i

0 go
thint you cannot behaye (o
thi wity with studanon..
ward

u
7 A Benid) of Nistions
VIKEAT N il saivdong
My vornask I .

NI B, & sl Yo
HEDE lvatonid A1 T s
Madbcal College, Anjurs
harnty, wans fonamed e o
o Apsri 10 b 0

o ol alle e

e -
ar huarassmont by Me. iain
nother TAcuiy mui
o, Sargeytha Nambiar
Appaaring foe Mr, m,
b bl DX N
i e Al e ichans o
Parmiarien T e el
v i

w

(Thawe i dikiress
il bl MANAS 1416

MW DL

e Supeanw Court

rewd

l‘ll llllll " ples

Tl Ty (e et abin Cian

hallemging o
"

e
T OBORY Of & WO,
AU LRI Dl Grecidary
Jeglsbutor and former Kar
Minlster L0

Ml s noticn
i HEALD VORI AP
ot and wallon) wpon M1

T T e

b avnainent
Tarinabog o
Tunsse bk The

SC seeks Revanna’s response
on Karnataka govt. petition

Stase moves SCater Lih Court

of eharge of e for foree 1o ouerage modosty

for 12 duiay

he
110 HC 00 AUt 3000 N whriin, R ARA M

complanin Al albeged
i w0 Tovamme 10 \ll'

B ides on Novein
Lame 10, 02N Ll 100 Conird

-
¥ ol hass skt

.

Absobs I MLA
of i woraan bow can HE changge chaagges attor telal court he takon cognisance of atfoncoe, ks S0

vyl
e conld e
balore vaking

" ',
v the trinl
ad alrgudy cakon

we of the afence
SHlow can ths Igh Gourd
chanps the chargrs?™ the

Ay -

W
Honest Ui Kt ataka G
SIS oA v Sl bk
chiadlongn
Cous

e Migh

R

vw G
it Dot f Ui MI
s LD,

Tamil poet and lyricist
Vairamuthu conferred
Jnanpith Award

S

L primet oo
Valramtine was

iy ot
Ianpith  Awanl for
your 2005, Me s the thied
i ey s
wwlyw Ve wwred, Wi 4 gap
of.34 yoars, K |

i b
Ahllm Aml lwnlua 3
. Mr, Val nlmll!mw
e Sahieya

Awnrd fn 2000 for l(lﬂlkm
™ Irhidasam.

o W
reabdiie tann asial
lm Kavan illluh a

Ut
wlnir

i
ity b Nty Dl AR bt
of the boniour, My,

V-
i «

oo,
1 lukly, o b
Vi

w e
g O hoynarie

e, M Kils ool

lansd Al

Vi

wancn of lernture i the
e of sclence and technol-

UHNNNAY

MK m.um-luu u-wumy
[ Wil s A
Uy 1Hiak M Corvwrivi D
i Viewanath
failnd

Aver mubmitting  pets

DMK may move top
court against 'l

VK

ton 1o the Governor, Mr.
Wharathi snid the DMK had
alivaly .nnuu

wunbatiy July 4,

i imemnory o
don o

weuwl
-n-.mu—
b ey Wkl
atnd
Unalr Fopieciive veatn,

Karnataka Governor suspends PSC chief
over daughter’s selection for govt. job

NONGALLI

10 Thoet i e 1
e K btk bl N
view R T
Cayer
lluhlul|

P
Bhivadtiibaragm 8, Kalue
sur. & ovndioul Uy, for ok

'
privgring -l-u-m ot hlu
.l-.’m

ol

e
Crultment procum.

llw polics had ed an
I . lh «l-mhm
" ke

e tnllll&dv el Lhﬁlu
Bt el pt,

iwolod e

wlan 1o funcrion s the Act-
g Chaleperson — uneld
FrU T [

Ihe gavarnment of Kirma
taks for ':m'vllllmmll [
[

e
Oves e )unl (wu L

Kerala HC
allows BJP
councillor
to take oath
from prison

Lhie Minddy DCeay

woc

Tl Kewala 10N Curi
Monduy whowed B 5,

paratln i 1o Wowles o

et e

outh of offic

0 Innkde the
Central  Prison on

Tha Bth tuking 1 10 e
Arvaged -

Tenialeiil of Viyyr Contial
Il Aid At
Miyor oF Thiva:

W i
ry o MLl Canmet b
Awkike ath aliit Uiy T
Vil i T i

i
The aelighial ceramony by
kb omth ben the teatties of
Toenl

uttive

Ninwtwan
b o

A, whin W
. Coubd ettt

Saigahan In named
VA0 Crimimal Cum
W had contensed thit
It e i nor ks e
by by Tualy 14, o
Tl |-y M uw " e
o lost.
"

Pkl

[ "od Vv Moot
Adoambly has, it aaboet
e

covimnieinde i e of
succonsful - candidutes o

ool i el e anl
il the K

oncodiaral

Tagmw,”
coury hukd

INBRIEF

me. offers help to protect
rights of retrenched tech staff

Thie Llishion Mbisakey ..a Labvin
al

ki (g ] qn

Pty
0

e CGorrol fealth

el Woohiibocle con

Lalwonir Minisee Marsikh M

Kurnln Labosir Mitsiser W

o
LR alk " ot
Toatiniy that

|||nn)ulnmi|ul| 100 the MIRINeE o The Mmsie

rech v ‘vmv Lienitat from

recently. Unlon
iy

¥ "
e iu‘l llnnulll—l »

Man accused of Killing six
found dead in Telangana

A POCH Gt uciimed, Wi

3 al
WK sl b Tt s AL

Priday, died by silcube aftor

Apnprectond erbicido, b potic
e

e ak

L I e e |
A {wisir Gl & G it
Tt

ly diiniteswid

COAMITIIG A
e sakd o0 Mosulay

g .u-m-

sk (i
o wnlel. (T4
Gy

YouTuber’s channel shut
down over maliclous content

I
point banadly » ek
Tabe vpart et maic

cotment, The Hermbalam R cxtser potice hid

kel My, NIt e alged
vl e sareambeg gl

lvllullvwl A Ca s ||IH| )
1l e e s o
.u.-wma " ..u.m- Wity

anciparony b Jou bafore

<} G

My it ing oot
e,
u.n

M

8 oppded o i
the cour

Ex-Minister’s son
surrenders in A.P.

BRAAKL AN

Medon VARCE doades Kol
O Appalaraju's aon Asav

2 over his Wypive:

R R T R

ok A 1w f 0
M

dured ner |lu pullw p.n
duced  prin
duawen oF 1he 85 oﬂ
uw »hl anlunll Highwiy
wibugn 1 Ak
idmlnmmﬂm
ikl gl

fariiee e Minito
Al ARMALON e
ik 1 U Soanibinigon pol
Lew wtation ax YSRCE lead-
Ver A Devint gathared

wak

LT R e T O]
Auv wan it lvalved i
w -.u-hm

Wren artusted Tywdh lu-l
||luv, Aravs (e,
T

iz

-
i Thie b

police vert
fon

lamul xluu M1, ATy Wi

e Nigtiway that igh
W2 1305 oy vt
ance or GV foaoge

i the dcciudeait .
fonchues allugend
\I U 'l"l"lnl oy
Appali
oy ‘o Thmily nvimbors.

m.u |

Peace pocket

- Vi
iy, o Monday. DU Al

.., m.u..,u [

Vow it 110 Soutapsliu

180 v

IAER, i ki o D
AT W0 B o it 0

hont b,
) Araviie

vl 80 bom M

‘Rainfall has major impact on elephant
movement in southern Western Ghats’

T Comere for Wikilife Seu
Alen CCWSD, 1 0 new such

Wastern Gl teglon

Bt ik -ml Kovala, s
skt that sainfall wias the
-mnmmnuu:

hojilianit s i

the  Sowher  Wester

Gilatn’ nini s whire o

aple and Aslin wlopliants
ly v

i by 20.
W SO, HO7 comman iy

QS

I
Fonrwnt 0 kb AT G Mo

T Wi B viewand

i vl
e Bandipur s N
hobe Natlonal Parks sl
110 Palinhbnel ol Marsiser b
Bnd Bt hivisdons,

The CWH wakl rabiiat

Casl Ui W
ol complex sher thin
bl shinple el
bl e
el Lo lnn " lm|

Mawor laked ¥ ragoried
axus

e wir -
wa i el are Naan wotlotnent
Wirv |

With  reparted  elopham

QU

.-u-n-n g Hha
Wlepliants ther contimm
160 Wi BRC s clow (o

which Uiwy votieat,” thw

LW sl
RACURCTITE
. lanid-cover
W

[

WHAL Abunnd ol Wk b
deaply local cammminition
wnedarmand whophant
movaiment . Ty brlnging

Ry AT
were sl o '-Mlhl -

Whve and why sluphants
move Uuvugh thaw lad
acnpen,’

-l.m

TTD member objects
to Shivakumar’s offer

TINPATL

An affer by Kamatekn
Chint mm-m LK. Shiv
mar 1o provide T
i ity Jiarathi Carsmn
10 MLAL, PARIC T
DAiEmancl e wid
Jictges froas Bk Alate Juas
VAl wywbiowe At the T4
ks THpOt Doviatie
I W cumtodinn
Tarpwat 1H1y

VAl by
Fum i the presence of i
vory fiw Prettmihiiming

» il o
town,. Unndunding  Ahe
n..-. Wl OMyer tepevsnit
g i Matia 1

o
Mywo

Ml Alllvn irnar s s

>

Aiia il 10 (v atuke:
Dbidn 110 Al v e
an por il protocol,

o i ivy buis

I e

o,




Tamil poet and lyricist
Vairamuthu conferred
Jnanpith Award

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Tamil poet and lyricist R.
Vairamuthu was on Mon-
day conferred the 60th
Jnanpith Award for the
year 2025. He is the third
Tamil literary figure to re-
ceive the award, after a gap
of 24 years. Earlier reci-
pients include the late wri-
ters Akilan and Jayakan-
than. Mr. Vairamuthu won

the Sahitya Akademi
Award in 2003 for Kallikat-
tu Ithikasam.

The award was present-
ed by politician and scho-
lar Karan Singh at a cere-
mony in New Delhi. As part
of the honour, Mr. Vaira-
muthu received a cash
prize of 11 lakh, a bronze
statue of Vagdevi (Goddess
Saraswati), and a citation.

Delivering the keynote
address, Mr. Singh empha-
sised the continuing rele-

Vairamuthu

vance of literature in the
age of science and technol-
ogy, and urged the youn-
ger generation to forge a
deeper connection with In-
dian languages and literary
traditions.

He dedicated the ho-
nour to the Tamil language
and the wider fraternity of
Indian literature. He said
the recognition would en-
courage him to continue
his creative pursuits.






Tamil poet, lyricist, novelist, and essayist R. Vairamuthu was conferred the 60th Jnanpith Award for the
year 2025, India's highest literary honour. He became the third Tamil literary personality to receive the

prestigious award after a gap of 24 years.

At a Glance

Particular

Award

Award Year
Recipient

Language
Category

Award Presented By
Venue

Cash Prize

Other Components

Details

60th Jnanpith Award
2025

R. Vairamuthu
Literature

Karan Singh

New Delhi

211 lakh

Bronze statue of Vagdevi (Goddess Saraswati) and a citation



Who is Vairamuthu?

Aspect Details

Full Name R. Vairamuthu

Profession Poet, Lyricist, Novelist, Essayist

Language Tamil

Birth 13 July 1953, Tamil Nadu

Literary Career More than four decades

Film Career One of India's most celebrated Tamil film lyricists
Genres Poetry, Fiction, Essays, Lyrics

Why was he honoured?

The Jnanpith Award recognizes his:

Outstanding contribution to Tamil literature.

Rich poetic expression.

Contribution to modern Tamil poetry.

Literary works reflecting rural life, social change, human emotions, and Tamil culture.
Influence on both literary and popular culture through poetry and film lyrics.



Major Literary Works
Work Description

Kallikattu Ithikasam Famous novel depicting the displacement of rural communities
due to dam construction.

Karuvachi Kaviyam Epic-style novel on rural Tamil society.
Thanneer Desam Literary work on the relationship between humans and the sea.
Numerous Poetry Collections Modern Tamil poetry covering social justice, love, nature, and

human values.

Sahitya Akademi Award

Before receiving the Jnanpith, Vairamuthu had already won the Sahitya Akademi Award in 2003 for
Kallikattu Ithikasam.

Previous Tamil Jnanpith Award Winners

Recipient Year Contribution

Akilan 1975 Historical novels and Tamil literature
Jayakanthan 2002 Social realism and modern Tamil fiction
R. Vairamuthu 2025 Poetry, novels, lyrics

Thus, Vairamuthu became the third Tamil recipient of the Jnanpith Award.



About the Jnanpith Award

Feature Details

Instituted 1961

First Award 1965

Presented By Bharatiya Jnanpith

Highest Literary Award Yes

Eligibility Indian citizen writing in any language listed in the Eighth Schedule (and English,

as per current eligibility)
Frequency Annual

Purpose Lifetime contribution to literature

Selection Process

Language Advisory Committees recommend authors.
Expert committees evaluate literary contributions.
National Selection Board makes the final recommendation.

=

Bharatiya Jnanpith confers the award.



Highest Literary Honour

Instituted
Awarded For
Frequency

Scope

Cash Prize

Yes
1961

Lifetime contribution

Annual

National lifetime
recognition

11 lakh (currently)

NoO
1954

Outstanding book
published in recent years

Annual
Individual literary work

Lower than Jnanpith
(amount revised
periodically by Sahitya
Akademi)



Award

Jnanpith Award

Sahitya Akademi Award
Saraswati Samman
Vyas Samman

Bhasha Samman

Institution

Bharatiya Jnanpith
Sahitya Akademi

K.K. Birla Foundation
K.K. Birla Foundation

Sahitya Akademi
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User data exposed due to flaws
in UMANG portal: researchers

UAN of PF subscribers, LPG booking details, and Aadhaar numbers among the exposed data; IT Ministry acknowledges

vulnerabilities, says necessary measures are being implemented; initial fixes do nothing to fix the system, says researcher

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

ultiple vulnerabil-
Mities in the
UMANG, or Un-

ified Mobile Application
for New-age Governance,
portal that aggregates hun-
dreds of public services of-
fered by the Union and
State governments are
leaving data of potentially
millions of Indians ex-
posed across a variety of
databases, including those
from the Employees’ Provi-
dent Fund Organisation
(EPFO), according to two
security researchers who
shared their findings with
The Hindu.

The vulnerabilities,
which have likely existed
for years, affect several ser-
vices tested on the UMANG
portal, which has onboard-
ed over 2,400 services, It
stems from the architec-
ture of the portal itself,
said the researchers, Aksh-
ay C.S. and Viral Vaghela.
“Almost everything is bro-
ken by design,” Mr. Vaghe-
la said.

The data exposed in-
cluded Unique Account
Numbers (UAN) with the
EPFO, LPG cylinder book-
ing details with at least one
major oil marketing com-

Data at risk

Vulnerabilities in the UMANG portal are exposing user data
across hundreds of services, including UAN cards,

according to researchers

= Apart from UAN, details of LPG
cylinder bookings and Aadhaar
numbers have been exposed

a The EPFO module alone has
been used over 40 crore times in

the last three months; shortly after

the vulnerabilities were reported,
the main EPFO portal was taken
down for “migration”

= The IT Ministry’s initial fix has
not completely shut off the flaws,
over a month after vuinerabilities

were reported to the government,

the researchers say

pany, and Aadhaar num-
bers across several services
where a user's 1D details
are saved. The Aadhaar
numbers were found
acToss many services in
plain text, though such
storage is disallowed by the
Aadhaar Act, 2016. The
Aadhaar module itself
within UMANG was not
vulnerable.

The EPFO module is
UMANG’s most-used ser-
vice, recording over 40
crore transactions over the
past three months.

The Ministry of Elec-
tronics and Information
Technology acknowledged
the vulnerabilities in a

statement to The Hindu.
“Our development and se-
curity teams have carefully
examined the observations
and are implementing the
necessary corrective and
preventive measures,” the
Ministry said. “The plain-
text information in the
concerned APIs has been

appropriately encrypted.”

API review

The Ministry added that it
has “reviewed the API tran-
saction logs for the past
three months” and found
that “transaction volumes”
were consistent and that it
continued to keep a watch
on activities on the

UMANG portal.

The Hindu is withhold-
ing the precise technical
details of the vulnerabili-
ties, as they remain active
despite the above interven-
tions. The encryption the
IT Ministry referred to is
“flawed and inadequate”,
Mr. Akshay said, adding
that a simple workaround
allowed it to be cracked
anyway. At The Hindu's re-
quest, the researchers
shared their findings with
Karan Saini, another inde-
pendent security research-
er, who termed the vulner-
abilities “significant”,

“Considering that rate
limiting was implemented
and the large number-
space of EPFO UANs, it is
unlikely that the vulnera-
bility could have been ex-
ploited to mirror the entire
EPFO database,” Mr. Saini
said, referring to the steps
taken by the site to limit
the number of requests a
user can make. Still, he ad-
ded, it “could potentially
have been abused by cy-
bercriminals in possession
of UANSs to siphon funds at
scale by allowing for both
changing of bank account
details and initiating
payouts, which is very
concerning”.

“The fixes initially im-

plemented following the
disclosure appear to do
nothing to secure the sys-
tem and instead confuse
obscurity with security,
while also introducing
another vulnerability in
the process,” Mr. Saini
said.

Mr. Akshay and Mr.
Vaghela reported both vul-
nerabilities to the IT Minis-
try and the Computer
Emergency Response
Team, India (CERT-In),
which issues alerts and
helps organisations across
the country with fixes for
vulnerabilities like these.
Shortly after the pair re-
ported the vulnerabilities,
the EPFO took down its on-
line portal for a “migra-
tion”, and some services
remained unavailable this
week.

The researchers said
they suspected this was in
response to their alerts,
which were also sent to the
organisation. The Ministry
of Labour and Employ-
ment did not respond 1o a
request for comment.

“It is worth examining
whether the fixes deployed
on the UMANG portal were
simultaneously deployed
across the services for
which UMANG acts as a
proxy,” Mr. Saini said.




Platform UMANG (Unified Mobile Application for New-age

Governance)

.. Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology
M :

inistry (MeitY)
Developed By National e-Governance Division (NeGD) under MeitY
Services on Portal 2,400+ Central & State Government services
Issue Reported By Security researchers Akshay and Viral Vaghela
Nature of Issue Multiple APl and security vulnerabilities

Acknowledged vulnerabilities; corrective measures

Government Response .
P initiated

Agencies Informed MeitY and CERT-In



What is UMANG?

Feature Details

Full Form Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance
Launch November 2017

Ministry MeitY

Implemented By National e-Governance Division (NeGD)

Objective Single platform for accessing government services
Platforms Android, iOS, Web

Major Services Available

EPFO

Aadhaar services

PAN-related services

DigiLocker

Passport services

LPG booking

Electricity bill payment

Pension services

Healthcare services

State Government citizen services



What did the researchers find?

According to the researchers, vulnerabilities existed in the architecture of the UMANG portal that could
expose user information across several government services.

Data reportedly exposed

Data Description

UAN (Universal Account Number) EPFO subscriber information

Aadhaar Numbers Visible in plain text across several services
LPG Booking Details Booking history and consumer information
User IDs Identity details across multiple services
Other linked government service data Information accessible through APls

The researchers claimed the vulnerabilities had likely existed for several years.

EPFO Module
The report highlighted that:

« EPFO is among the most heavily used services on UMANG.

« Over 40 crore EPFO transactions were recorded in the previous three months.

« After disclosure of the vulnerabilities, the online EPFO portal was temporarily taken down for
"migration.”



Nature of the Vulnerabilities

The article does not disclose the technical details to prevent misuse, but the researchers stated that:

The portal architecture had weaknesses.

APIs were insufficiently secured.

Sensitive identifiers were accessible inappropriately.

Initial fixes did not fully address the underlying issues.

Some remedial measures reportedly introduced additional vulnerabilities.

Government Response

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY):

Acknowledged the reported vulnerabilities.

Examined the researchers' observations.

Initiated corrective and preventive measures.

Stated that plaintext information in the concerned APIs had been encrypted.
Reviewed API transaction logs for the previous three months.

Continued monitoring portal activity.

Researchers' Concerns

The researchers argued that:

Encryption alone was insufficient if the core vulnerability remained.

The implemented fixes mainly obscured the issue instead of addressing its root cause.

Rate limiting introduced after disclosure reduced exploitation risks but did not eliminate them.
The vulnerability could potentially have been abused by cybercriminals if exploited at scale.



Possible Risks of Data Exposure

Risk

Identity Theft

Financial Fraud

Phishing

Social Engineering

Privacy Violations

Account Takeover

Impact

Misuse of personal identity

Unauthorized banking or financial activities

Targeted scams using personal information

Manipulation using leaked personal data

Unauthorized disclosure of personal information

Misuse of linked digital identities

Government Digital Infrastructure

Platform

UMANG

DigiLocker

Aadhaar

CoWIN

GSTN

National Single Window System

Purpose

Unified access to government services

Secure digital document storage

Digital identity

Vaccination services

GST administration

Business approvals



Cybersecurity Institutions in India

Institution

CERT-In

National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection
Centre (NCIIPC)

Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C)
MeitY

National e-Governance Division (NeGD)

Function

National incident response

Protection of critical information infrastructure

Cybercrime investigation and coordination

Digital governance and cybersecurity policy

Implementation of Digital India platforms such as UMANG

Timeline

Year Development

2017 UMANG launched under Digital India

2023 Digital Personal Data Protection Act enacted
July 2026

Researchers disclosed vulnerabilities affecting UMANG; MeitY acknowledged the issues

and initiated corrective measures
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What is the India-Australia
uranium supplies agreement?

I Bh herjee
The story so far:
uring Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Australia last
week, India and Australia
“finalised the administrative
arrangements” required to enable export
of uranium from Australia to India. These
exports will be “exclusively for peaceful
purposes and under International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) watch” under the
Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement, 2015.

What does the latest development
mean?

The finalisation of the “administrative
arrangements” means that private
Australian mining entities involved in
uranium extraction will be able to
conclude commercial contracts with
Indian private sector companies and joint
ventures. The participation of private

CM A

Indian entities in uranium exports from
Australia adds a new chapter to India’s
energy journey, which was recently
boosted by the SHANTI Act passed in
December 2025, opening the nuclear
sector to private players.

The timing of the announcement is
significant, as it has come at a time when
India’s energy sector is under severe
stress due to the U.S.-Israel attack on Iran.
India is being forced to diversify and
explore options to cope with short-term
requirements by buying hydrocarbons
from Russia, the United States, and
Venezuela, while also planning for the
future. The arrangements with Australia
for uranium export are expected to help
India meet its energy requirements in the
future,

Why is this significant?

Australia holds more than a quarter of the
global uranium reserves and has
traditionally maintained a strict policy

regarding the supply or export of
uranium to non-NPT member countries.
According to the World Nuclear
Association the countries that have
received Australia’s uranium include the
United States, Japan, South Korea,
France, Sweden, Belgium, Finland, the
United Kingdom, and Germany. India is
among the non-signatories, which are
countries that chose not to sign the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Australia has been exporting uranium
to countries with which it has “bilateral
safeguards agreements”, as it maintains
that support for nuclear non-proliferation
is among its “paramount” considerations.
The “administrative arrangements” can
be interpreted as further firming up of
“bilateral safeguards” that were part of
the Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement 2015.

India has an unblemished nuclear
supply chain record and an ambitious
nuclear energy programme. Though it is

not a signatory to the NPT, it signed a
safeguards agreement with the IAEA in
2008 after India and the U.S. signed the
nuclear deal, which was presided over by
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
President George W. Bush. Subsequently,
the 48-member Nuclear Suppliers Group
made a major move by exempting India
from the list of countries with which they
are prohibited from engaging in
nuclear-energy-related business, thereby
opening the gates for
nuclear-energy-related supplies to India.
This exemption has been the basis of
several civil nuclear agreements that India
has signed with partner countries.

What negotiations made this
arrangement possible in 2026?

While Canberra and New Delhi have
finalised the “administrative
arrangements” now, negotiations
between the two sides have been ongoing
for nearly two decades. On November 12,
2009, during Prime Minister Kevin Rudd’s
visit to India, the two issues were
addressed.”

A joint statement issued during this
visit said, “Mr. Rudd noted India’s plans to
meet its future energy requirements by
exploring and developing all sources of
energy, including nuclear, renewable and
non-conventional resources. Both sides
recognised the benefits of enhancing
bilateral commercial exchanges of
renewable and non-renewable energy

resources. The two Prime Ministers also
agreed that energy security concerns are
best met by reconciling the long-term
interests of both energy-producing and
energy-consuming countries through a
truly open and competitive energy
market. Both sides also expressed their
willingness to join efforts which promote
a cooperative response to any global
energy crisis.” The same joint statement
also mentioned mutual commitment to
oppose nuclear weapons. These
negotiations led to the Australia-India
Nuclear Cooperation Agreement, which
was signed in 2014 and came into force in
2015.

According to World Nuclear
Association, the “administrative
arrangement” between India and
Australia was ‘finalised and became
operational’ after the signing of the
Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation
Agreement of 2015 and at least 300
tonnes of uranium were exported to India
since 2018.

But it is understood, that uranium
export was part of a ‘test drive’ as there
were lingering concerns about Indian
entities receiving Australian uranium. The
latest announcement on the
“administrative arrangements” and the
emphasis on “exclusively peaceful
purposes and under International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards”
indicates that the ‘test run’ has paved the
way for bigger commercial deliveries.

-



The finalisation of the administrative arrangements between India and Australia marks an important
step in India's clean energy transition. It enables commercial exports of Australian uranium to Indian
entities under the Australia-India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement (2015) while ensuring that all
uranium is used only for peaceful civilian purposes under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

safeguards.

At a Glance

Particular Details

Countries India & Australia

Latest Development Administrative arrangements finalised (2026)

Main Objective Enable commercial export of Australian uranium to India
Agreement Australia—India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement, 2015
Purpose Peaceful civilian nuclear energy

Monitoring Agency International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)

Type of Uranium Use Civilian nuclear power generation only



What are the "Administrative Arrangements"?

The Nuclear Cooperation Agreement (2015) created the legal framework for uranium trade.
The newly finalised administrative arrangements are the operational guidelines that specify:

¢ Which Indian entities can purchase uranium.
e Export licensing procedures.

¢ Verification and tracking mechanisms.

e End-use monitoring.

e Compliance with IAEA safeguards.

¢ Reporting and inspection procedures.

Thus, the agreement becomes fully operational for commercial trade.

Why is this important?

Earlier Situation
e Agreement existed.
e Uranium exports were limited.
¢ Commercial contracts with private entities were difficult.

After 2026

¢ Australian mining companies can sign commercial contracts.
¢ Indian private companies and joint ventures can import uranium.
¢ Nuclear fuel supply becomes more reliable.



Year

Development

1948

1968

1974
1998
2005

2008

2014
2015
2018
2026

India establishes Atomic Energy Commission
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) opened for signature (India did not join)

Pokhran-I nuclear test
Pokhran-Il nuclear tests
India—US Civil Nuclear Agreement announced

India receives Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) waiver; signs India-specific IAEA
Safeguards Agreement

Australia—India Nuclear Cooperation Agreement signed
Agreement enters into force
Australia begins uranium exports to India (test consignments)

Administrative arrangements finalised for full commercial implementation




How did India become eligible?

The major turning point came in 2008.

1. India-US Civil Nuclear Deal

The agreement separated India’s:
¢ Civilian nuclear facilities

¢ Strategic nuclear facilities

Only civilian facilities would come under IAEA safeguards.

2. NSG Waiver (2008)

The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) granted India a special waiver, allowing nuclear trade despite India
not being an NPT signatory.

This enabled countries like:

e Australia

e France

e Russia

e Canada

e Kazakhstan
e Japan

to enter civilian nuclear cooperation with India.



3. India-Specific IAEA Safeguards Agreement

India agreed that imported uranium:

« will only be used in civilian reactors,

« will remain under IAEA inspection,
« cannot be diverted to military purposes.

What does Australia gain?

Benefit

New export market
Strong strategic partnership
Economic benefit

Indo-Pacific cooperation

What does India gain?

Benefit

Reliable uranium supply
Energy security
Reduced dependence
Net-zero goals

Private participation

Explanation

India is one of the world's fastest-growing energy markets.

Strengthens Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.,

Increased uranium exports and mining revenue,

Deepens cooperation with India in the region.

Explanation

Fuel for existing and future nuclear reactors.

Diversifies fuel sources.

Less reliance on fossil fuels.

Supports low-carbon electricity generation.

Supports reforms under the SHAKTI Act and wider private-sector participation
in the nuclear ecosystem.



Why is uranium important for India?

India's electricity demand is rising rapidly.
Nuclear power:

e provides reliable baseload electricity,
e emits very low greenhouse gases,
e reduces dependence on imported coal and gas.

India has limited high-grade uranium reserves, making imports essential for expanding civilian nuclear
energy.

Australia's Uranium Resources

Particular Details

Global Rank Among the world's largest uranium reserve holders
Share of World Uranium Reserves More than 25%

Major Producing Regions South Australia, Northern Territory, Western Australia

Major Companies BHP, Rio Tinto, Boss Energy, others



India's Nuclear Energy Programme

Stage Description

Stage | Pressurised Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) using natural uranium
Stage || Fast Breeder Reactors using plutonium

Stage lll Thorium-based reactors (India's long-term strategy)

Australia's uranium mainly supports Stage | civilian reactors.

India's Civil Nuclear Cooperation Partners

Country Status

Russia Major supplier and reactor partner
France Nuclear cooperation and reactors
United States Civil nuclear agreement

Australia Uranium supplier

Canada Uranium exports resumed
Kazakhstan Uranium supply

Uzbekistan Uranium supply

Namibia Uranium supplier



What is the IAEA?

Feature Details

Full Form International Atomic Energy Agency

Established 1957

Headquarters Vienna, Austria

Parent Organisation United Nations system (independent international organization)
Motto "Atoms for Peace and Development"

Functions Nuclear safeguards, safety, security, peaceful use of nuclear energy

Role in this Agreement

The IAEA ensures:

¢ imported uranium is used only for peaceful purposes,
¢ nuclear material is tracked,

¢ inspections are conducted,

¢ diversion to military use does not occur.



What is the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG)?

Feature Details

Established 1974 (after India's first nuclear test)

Members 48 countries

Objective Prevent nuclear proliferation while enabling peaceful nuclear trade
India's Status Not a member; received a special waiver in 2008

NPT vs NSG

Feature NPT NSG

Full Form Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Nuclear Suppliers Group
Nature International treaty Export-control grouping

Objective Prevent spread of nuclear weapons Regulate nuclear exports

India Not a member Not a member, but has a 2008 waiver



Defence

Trade

Critical Minerals
Education
Energy

QUAD

AUSINDEX naval exercise, Indo-Pacific
cooperation

ECTA (Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement)

Lithium, cobalt, rare earths
Student mobility and research
LNG, hydrogen, uranium

India, Australia, Japan, United States



Word of the day

Tacit:

implied by or inferred from actions or
statements

Synonyms: implied, hinted

Usa g€ There was a tacit agreement that he
would pay off the loan.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/tacit

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [taes.1t/

Word of the day

Beleaguer:
annoy persistently

Synonyms: badger, pester

Usa g€ The political party was beleaguered by
internal divisions and electoral setbacks.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/beleaguer

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /brli:.goy
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