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* “Struggle is not a sign that
you are failing — it is proof
that you are learning how O

to win.”
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SC questions EC on voter deletion, citizenship

Poll body says voters excluded in the special
Intensive revision have the vight to appeal
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SC questions EC on voter deletion, citizenship

Court asks if removal from the rolls could bring
into doubt a person’s right to remain in India

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday asked
the Election Com-
mission (EC) whether an
Electoral Registration Of-
ficer's (ERO) decision to
strike a person off the elec-
toral rolls after an “inquisi-
torial” enquiry into his citi-
zenship under the special
intensive revision (SIR) ex-
ercise could be referred to
by the Centre to com-
mence an investigation in-
to the individual’s right to
remain in India or be
deported.
Justice Joymalya Bagchi,
a member of the Division
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Surya Kant, asked
whether EROs could ex-
clude a person from the
electoral rolls even before

the Centre took a final call
to “strip him of the colour
of citizenship”.

The questions raised by
the Supreme Court have
gained significance as draft
electoral rolls published in
nine States and three Un-
ion Territories, including
West Bengal, Uttar Pra-
desh, and Tamil Nadu, wit-
nessed the deletion of
nearly 6.5 crore names in
the second phase of the
special intensive revision
process.

The queries from the
Bench followed submis-
sions made by senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi that
Article 326 (the right of
adult Indian citizens to
vote), the Representation
of the People Act, and the
Registration of Electors
Rules of 1960 collectively
empower the EC, through

@

decision?... can you take
away his [a voter’s| right
till a decision is taken
by the Central
government?

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
Supreme Court judge

the EROs, with compe-
tence to conduct an inquis-
itorial enquiry into citizen-
ship for specific purposes.
Mr. Dwivedi said the
Election Commission was
entitled to verify citizen-
ship for the purpose of in-
clusion in the electoral
rolls. It was for the Centre
to decide if a person would

Is it required under the
scheme of Citizenship
Act that his [ERO's] finding be
referred for an appropriate

The questions gain

significance as draft
nearly 6.5 crore
names during SIR

stay on in India or be de-
ported.
“He [ERO] can enquire.

EC counsel says citizenship and delimitations
are the cornerstones of the electoral process

But after he records a find-
ing, is it required under the
scheme of Citizenship Act
that his finding be referred
for an appropriate decision
and steps by the Central
government? And ll
then... can you take away
his right till a decision is ta-
ken by the Central govern-
ment stripping him of the
colour of citizenship?” Jus-
tice Bagchi asked.

Mr. Dwivedi said a deci-
sion has to be taken “then
and there”.

“The consequence the
other way would be that
even though the ERO has
found that he is not a citi-
zen, he would continue in
the electoral roll and vote.
Once a shadow is cast on
his citizenship, as long as it
is not perverse or arbi-
trary, he needs to stand
out. Nothing is perfect, but

we have to chase the uto-
pia of perfection as closely
as possible,” Mr. Dwivedi
responded.

The senior counsel said
persons excluded from the
electoral roll under the
special intensive revision
had the right to appeal.

“These things happen.
The whole electoral exer-
cise cannot be halted or
modified for the sake of
some persons. Of course, if
the order [of exclusion] is
perverse on individual
facts, it would have to go.
We are not entitled to wait
until the final or ultimate
decision [by the Centre],
which may go one way or
the other. There is, in the
meanwhile, enough safe-
guards. He can file an ap-
peal, and if the ERO order
is set aside, he can be put
back. These are normal

Poll body says voters excluded in the special
intensive revision have the right to appeal

processes of law,” Mr. Dwi-
vedi submitted.

“Your argument is that
non-citizens are not entit-
led?” Chief Justice Kant
queried.

“It is not that a decision
of the EC ipso facto leads to
deportation. That is for the
Centre to undertake,” the
EC counsel reasoned.

The Election Commis-
sion counsel said citizen-
ship and delimitations
were the cornerstones of
electoral process.

Mr. Dwivedi said various
statutes, including the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act, mandated citizenship
from applicants.

Mr. Dwivedi said a per-
son had to be a citizen even
to get a mining lease and
authorities were entitled to
verify his citizenship claim.



Whether the Election Commission
(EC), through an Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO), can delete
a person’s name from electoral rolls
after an inquisitorial inquiry into
citizenship before the Central
Government takes a final decision
under the Citizenship Act.
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» Deletion from rolls may cast a shadow on citizenship and potentially affect the right
to remain in India.

e Asked whether ERO’s finding must be referred to the Central Government for an
appropriate decision under the Citizenship Act.

o AdeTdr T & ATH geT ATTRS AT W Jog Ul il Johdl g IR AT A EA &
3RFR Y THITAIT F TFaT &
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* Election Commission’s Stand / @¥dIS T SaEw
* Citizenship verification for electoral inclusion is within EC/ERO’s remit.
Citizenship and delimitation are cornerstones of the electoral process.
ERO inquiry is limited to voter eligibility; deportation is a separate executive process.
HeTGTAT UTIcT 8] ATITRehcll ST ST EC/ERO & TR R H g |
SHAUNYS o T U EVEGEES JeATd! TiohaT o T T &
ERO &1 ST sha ol HAGIAT ITadT deh AIfAd; TaTaeT 37e1T T faish Ufehar gl




@ On Appeals & Process [ 3TUtd d UfshaT
e EN:
e Persons excluded during Special Intensive Revision (SIR) have the right to appeal.
e Elections cannot be halted for individual cases; remedies exist via appeal.
e HI:
o fa2hy &= qadteror (SIR) A &Y T4 faal &l 37dle &1 3fEbR 2|
o fRATA HIHE! &b BRUT IATT YfhaT A&1 Adbt 3T Aebd; Ulel ITA |

€ Contextual Significance [ H&d

e EN: Draft rolls in 9 States + 3 UTs reportedly saw deletion of ~6.5 crore names during SIR,

heightening constitutional scrutiny.

o HI: 97T + 3 &g 2fld UGN 7 HIGT YAl & SR oI 6.5 B ATH gcA ol Wk 7 AdeNnfadb siid gl
atl



Topic / fTawar

Article 326

RP Act, 1950

Registration of Electors Rules, 1960
ERO

Citizenship Act
SIR

Appeal

Key Facts (EN)

Adult suffrage; right to vote for
citizens

Preparation & revision of electoral
rolls

Procedure for
inclusion/deletion/appeal

Statutory officer for roll
management

Central Govt decides citizenship
status

Periodic intensive roll revision

Statutory remedy against ERO
orders

HET 2T (HI)

TR AdIMYSR; AR T
HAderT AR
AT T & AT @
AT

ATH SS/gersl/31dTeT hr 9iehar
AdeTdl FdT Jaeel g denfais
R IS Ean
ARTRaT W 3ifad Ao &g
AR

a8 g YAIeToT

ERO 31CRr & fd%cyr demieiesh
391



Exam

UPSC CSE (Prelims)

UPSC CSE (Prelims)

SSC CGlL

IBPS PO

Railway NTPC

State PSC (Polity)

Year/Date

2016

2018

2021

2020

2019

Various

Question (Gist)

Article related to right to
vote

Body responsible for
preparation of electoral
rolls

Which Act governs
preparation of electoral
rolls?

Who conducts elections in
India?

Meaning of Adult
Franchise

Remedy against wrongful
deletion from rolls

Answer

Article 326

Election Commission (via
EROs)

RP Act, 1950

Election Commission of
India

Right to vote for all adult
citizens

Statutory Appeal



* Deletion from electoral rolls is governed primarily by:
A) RP Act, 1951

B) Citizenship Act only

C) RP Act, 1950 & Electors Rules, 1960

D) Model Code of Conduct



SC split on sanction to prosecute public servants

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday delivered a split
verdict on the legality of a
provision in an anti-cor-
ruption law which man-
dates prior sanction before
prosecuting public
servants.

Justice B.V. Nagarathna
concluded that Section 17A
of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, 1988, was
plainly unconstitutional,
while Justice KV. Viswa-
nathan, the puisne judge
on the Division Bench, said
that sanction must be de-
cided by an independent
authority like the Lok Pal
or the Lok Ayukta.

Justice  Viswanathan
said the mere possibility of
abuse of an otherwise valid
provision cannot be a
ground for declaring it un-
constitutional. He com-
pared striking down Sec-

tion 17A to “throwing the
baby out with the
bathwater”.

“If honest public ser-
vants are not given a basic
assurance that decisions
taken by them will not be
subjected to frivolous com-
plaints, it is the nation that
will suffer. Public servants
will resort to a play-it-safe
syndrome, and that will re-
sult in policy paralysis. The
panacea of striking down
will turn out to be worse
than the disease,” Justice
Viswanathan wrote in his
opinion.

He directed that an in-
dependent inquiry of the
facts of a corruption com-
plaint would be ideal be-
fore a grant of sanction.

The case will now be re-
ferred to the Chief Justice
of India to be placed before
a Bench of three judges.

“A fine balance has to be
maintained between the
need to protect a public

The case will be referred to the
Chief Justice to be placed
before a Bench of three judges.

servant against mala fide
prosecution on the one
hand and the object of
upholding the probity in
public life by prosecuting
the public servant against
whom prima facie material
in support of allegation of
corruption exists, on the
other,” Justice Viswanath-
an observed in his opinion.

He said the Lokpal had

the authority to conduct
an inquiry into even an al-
legation of corruption
made against the Prime Mi-
nister of the country.

“If Section 17A is invali-
dated on the ground that
prior approval should not
exist at all, the immediate
consequence would be
that any complaint alleging
corruption in official deci-
sion-making could straight-
away result in a police in-
quiry or investigation. This
would permit immediate
registration of FIRs, com-
mencement of investiga-
tion and resort to coercive
steps... whether the com-
plaint is frivolous, motivat-
ed or based on hindsight.
Such a result would be re-
gressive,” Justice Viswan-

than reasoned in his
opinion.
‘Illegal and unequal’

Justice Nagarathna, howev-
er, concluded that Section

17A was in violation of Arti-
cle 14 (equal treatment by
law) of the Constitution as
it afforded the protection
of prior approval only to a
higher category of civil ser-
vants. She found the classi-
fication based on the na-
ture of duties illegal and
unequal.

The judge found Section
17A arbitrary in the man-
ner in which it foreclosed
the possibility of even a
bare enquiry into the con-
duct of a high civil servant
facing corruption allega-
tions without prior appro-
val. This scenario, she
pointed out, was against
the rule of law.

Justice Nagarathna said
the requirement of prior
approval under Section
17A to protect “honest” of-
ficers was not a valid rea-
son and was fundamental-
ly opposed to the objects
and purpose of the anti-
corruption law.




The Supreme Court delivered a split verdict on the legality of an anti-corruption law provision that
requires prior approval/sanction before proceeding against public servants for corruption-linked official

decisions or recommendations.

A BIE A UCAR-Ae BIA B 37 ael R fafaid aan G G WReRY fEwRA & s (396
anferepTRe fAofa/AwiRer & 32 ame! &) g srqeieA/mipfd &t o 1

2) Core provision under debate / fddrg &1 &= Yrae=

The debate centres on Section 17A of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988, which bars police from
starting enquiry/inquiry/investigation for offences linked to an official decision or recommendation

without prior approval of the competent government or authority.

fdare yeeraR fAaror sifeifaad, 1988 & &RT 17A R 28—l 3MRIY 31fEdRI & fewiRae fAofa/fawiRer 3 s
g A gd 3rqHIgA & fSA1 Tia /39T 9[& gt fdar 31T Jharl



3) Judge-wise reasoning [ 5151l & dd (H& fdg)

A) Justice B. V. Nagarathna
Held Section 17A to be plainly unconstitutional, stating that it violates Article 14 (Right to Equality) and

blocks even basic inquiry in serious corruption allegations.
§RT 17A BT 3rFdeNfAcs I, 38 37 ¢ 14 (THAT BT 3fEBR) & faog 3R R & TR AT B URMeE st
d A dTedT I

B) Justice K. V. Viswanathan
Held that mere possibility of misuse cannot be the sole ground to strike down a law. Emphasised the

need for a balance—to protect honest decision-making while allowing action where prima facie
evidence exists.

P GBUANT Bl THTAAT P TR TR BT Bl IE e8] (9T 31 AhdT; AJA ITdADB e—eHMHGR fA0TY bt 38
&1 3R STET JH geean A187 &1 a8l Brars 1l &l




* Due to the split verdict, the matter will be placed before the Chief Justice of India for
consideration by an appropriate larger Bench / three-judge Bench.

faanToId AU & HIROT ATHET €I & GHET @I AT 1T 0% / 76 -KIRREC ToF
garT 3faA ATy forar s aah |



Topic

Section 17A (PC Act)

Section 19 (PC Act)

Section 197 CrPC

Purpose of sanction

Key Facts

Prior approval required before
enquiry/inquiry/investigation when offence relates to
an official decision/recommendation; approval by
Union/State/competent authority; trap / on-the-spot
arrest cases exempt; decision timeline 3 months + 1
month extension

Court cannot take cognizance of certain corruption
offences against a public servant without previous
sanction

For acts done while acting or purporting to act in
official duty, court cannot take cognizance without
prior government sanction

Intended to prevent frivolous or mala fide
prosecutions and avoid policy paralysis, but may also
delay accountability



Exam

Date

Question (exact gist)

Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS)

25 May 2025

“Consider the following
statements about Lokpal...
(I-1V)... Which statements
are correct?” (Options
included Il only)

lll only

UPSC CSE Mains (GS2)

Dec 2013 (GS2 paper
during mains)

“A national Lokpal,
however strong it may be,
cannot resolve the
problems of immorality in
public affairs. Discuss.”

(Descriptive) Key idea:
Lokpal alone insufficient

UP Police SI (PYP)

23 Nov 2021 (Shift 1)

“Section 19 of PC Act
providesthat s
required for prosecuting a
public servant on charges
of taking a bribe.”

Previous sanction




A) Act has a reasonable
nexus with official duty
B) Any crime by a public
servant
C) Only civil cases
D) Only election offences

Section 197 CrPC
protection applies when:




Quick commerce
platforms tostop .
10-minute service

ers went on a one-day
strike on December 31 and
one of their demands was
10 end the dedivery of items
in 10 mirtes, citing acci-
dents and health lssues. A
Mr.




1) What happened [ =T g311
e EN: Govt discussions/intervention led major quick-commerce players to drop “10-minute delivery”

claims/branding to prioritise gig-worker safety. reuters +2
o HI: IRBRY gXd&U/d5dH! &b d1g TH fFadb-BIHY Wk 7 “10-fAde fEdtat” &1 gra/difs gem &I
B fhaT—HE BRUT fEdlad uréaf ot &M revters

2) Platforms mentioned | S I9-B19 A TWeWBIH

e EN: Blinkit, Zepto, Swiggy (Instamart), Zomato (as per reports). Rreuters +2
e HI: RUIEH & 31AR Blinkit, Zepto, Swiggy (Instamart), Zomatol  reuters +2

3) Why the move [ Il ESRIT T=IT
e EN: Concerns that “10-minute” promise creates pressure, encouraging unsafe driving/working

conditions for riders. Rreuters +2

o HI: "0-fA9e" died A Igsd R qa1d, St 3RRfeid grafam/afdt dateid ol 3Tl reuters -+

4) Worker mobilisation context / 2IfHd 3ligid &1 TdeH

e EN: Reports also note gig-worker protests/strike actions around late Dec (incl. Dec 31) focusing on
safety and work conditions.  The Times of India +1

o HI: RO & fEdar & 3id (3R 31 fGdaR) & 3myury fir-ads<f & faer/ggdret &1 e W &—ea geT JRema
BTI-TRATAGTI  The Times of India +1




Topic

Quick commerce (Q-commerce)

Gig worker (legal definition)

Platform-based gig workers (state
example)

Why “10-minute” branding matters

Extra facts (EN)

Ultra-fast hyperlocal delivery model; govt
scrutiny rising due to worker-safety
concerns. (Reuters)

Social Security Code, 2020 defines gig
worker as earning outside traditional
employer-employee relationship. (Ministry
of Labour and Employment)

Rajasthan law provides for a welfare

board/fund for platform-based gig workers.

(PRS Legislative Research)

Reuters notes govt directed firms to stop
“10-minute” claim citing unsafe conditions;
sector is sizeable and under policy focus.
(Reuters)

faRad aza (Hi)

3TA-dol g8 [Selladl Al
TSST-AHET & HRUT TR IR 66
&l g1 (Reuters)

grerer AFARE 315, 2020 H 400 590
T IRITST—gTRETT [FaFdr-maary
Ty I 98T EIﬂ:ITgI (Ministry of Labour

and Employment)

TSTEAT TAFIT H ColehiA-3meaRd
faeT ahdl 8 SBIUSUY BFPTEE T
T T | (PRS Legislative Research)

Reutersa?iﬂ?ﬂ:lﬂ “10-fAe” g/d W Uh
wwmﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁm deFel 93T §
BﬂTFﬂﬁWﬂ%I (Reuters)


https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/india-reins-booming-quick-commerce-sector-over-10-minute-delivery-claim-2026-01-13/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/india-reins-booming-quick-commerce-sector-over-10-minute-delivery-claim-2026-01-13/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/ss_code_gazette.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://labour.gov.in/sites/default/files/ss_code_gazette.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/acts_states/rajasthan/2023/Act29of2023Rajasthan.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://prsindia.org/files/bills_acts/acts_states/rajasthan/2023/Act29of2023Rajasthan.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/india-reins-booming-quick-commerce-sector-over-10-minute-delivery-claim-2026-01-13/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/society-equity/india-reins-booming-quick-commerce-sector-over-10-minute-delivery-claim-2026-01-13/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Exam

Date

Question (exact/officially
reported)

Answer / Key

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-1,
Society)

8 Jan 2022

“Examine the role of ‘Gig
Economy’ in the process
of empowerment of
women in India. (150
words)”

Descriptive

UPSC CSE Mains 2024
(Optional Sociology Paper-

1)

2024 (Sociology Paper-I)

“Define the concept of
‘gig’ economy and discuss
its impact on labour
market and workers’
social security net. (20
marks

Descriptive

SSC CGL Tier-I (Official
Paper)

03 Dec 2022 (Shift-1)

“Which of the following is
NOT a classification of E-
Commerce? (B2C/D2D /
C2C/ B2B)”)

D2D




e Statements about the news are:
* Govt urged platforms to drop “10-minute delivery” branding due to rider safety
concerns.

* The issue has been linked in reports to worker pressure and unsafe conditions.

Which is correct?
A) 1 only B) 2 only C) Both 1 and 2 D) Neither
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Equality in society has to start in

school, says Supreme Court

~ Krishnadas Rajagopal
Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, in a
judgment on Tuesday, said
that equality in society had
to start in school, where
the child of a multi-millio-
naire or a Supreme Court
judge had to sit shoulder-
to-shoulder with a child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice P.S. Narasimha elabo-
rated that the obligation of
the government under the
Right to Education Act
(RTE) to ensure that neigh-
bourhood schools admit
children belonging to
weaker and disadvantaged
sections has an “extraor-
dinary capacity to trans-
form the social structure of
our society”.

“The statutory design
[of the RTE Act] is norma-
tively ambitious. It envisag-

®

The statutory design [of the RTE Act]
is normatively ambitious. It envisages

elementary education for all children, across the
spectrum of class, caste, gender and economic
position, in a shared institutional space. __

It makes it possible... for the child

of a multi-millionaire or even of

LR
autorickshaw driver or a vendor g» — ﬂ
SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT & g ‘gq

a judge of SC to sit in the same
classroom... as the child of an

es elementary education
for all children, across the
spectrum of class, caste,
gender and economic posi-
tion, in a shared institu-
tional space. It makes it
possible, normatively and
structurally, for the child of
a multimillionaire or even
of a judge of the Supreme
Court of India to sit in the
same classroom and at the
same bench as the child of
an autorickshaw driver or
a street vendor,” Justice Na-

rasimha, who authored the
judgment, wrote.

The top court’s judg-
ment rose from the bitter
experience of the petition-
er, Dinesh Biwaji Ashtikar,
who was quietly snubbed
off when he had ap-
proached a neighbour-
hood school to admit his
children for free and com-
pulsory elementary educa-
tion in 2016.

“It is his case that, even
though information

through RTI indicated that
seats were available, the
neighbourhood school did
not respond,” Justice Nara-
simha narrated.

The judge observed that
educating “young India”
and achieving “equality of
status” demanded an ear-
nest implementation of the
constitutional right under
Article 2I1A to free and com-
pulsory education, fol-
lowed by the statutory
mandate of the 2009 Act.

‘National mission’
“Ensuring admission of
such students must be a
national mission and an
obligation of the appro-
priate government and the
local authority. Equally,
courts, be it constitutional
or civil, must walk that ex-
tra mile to provide easy ac-
cess and efficient relief to
parents who complain of
denial of the right,” the Su-
preme Court declared.




» EN: The Supreme Court said equality must begin in school, where children from very different

social/feconomic backgrounds learn together in the same classroom—this is central to a more equal

society. LiveLaw +1
o HI: gUH BIE A BT fas THTS A THAAT 6 BT Tpd A i1 AMET, ST&T ei1T-37eT af/3nfefas gssfi &
g U A1 Ue—UE! AP dGalTd bl GAATG 81 Live Law -

2) Legal basis | BTAT 3MER
» EN: The ruling focuses on Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act, 2009, read with Article 21A (Right to
Education), requiring at least 25% seats at entry level in unaided neighbourhood schools for weaker

sections & disadvantaged groups, with reimbursement provisions. tive taw -

e HI: fA0f RTE Act, 2009 &t &RT 12(1) (c) 3R 3rgede 21A & T ®§ 8—Ug dae IR BH & BH 25% Tl
HHIR/AEa af & gwa) & fAT; Thall B! TIBRT reimbursement &1 WTAETA| Live Law +

3) Why it matters | Ig @=Ii Hgaqul &

e EN: Court noted this 25% inclusion is not just welfare; it advances substantive equality, social
justice, fraternity, and helps reduce entrenched inequalities through the “neighbourhood common
school” idea. Assettype

o« HI: BIE 7 8 HBIA BAUTBRI AT 981 AT, T& aIGITd THAT, AHIfES =14, d€a 3R “neighbourhood
common school” & HTETH & JAHTIAT3N Bl TS BT IUTT &1 Assettype



4) 'National mission’ + institutional duty [ 7RI fA2[’ + TemTd SirierRt
e EN: The Court called effective implementation a “national mission” and stressed duty-bearers
include Central/State governments, local authorities, schools, teachers, and even the judiciary for

access and relief.  Assettype +1

e HI: BIE A YTt fehaT=aa Y “ITegita fARA" BET 3R IdrT fob g RT TRPBR, AT HIfEIBR0T, Tped,
ﬁr&ﬁﬁ ﬁmﬁﬂﬂ—ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬂﬂaﬁgl Assettype +1

5) Key directions | gz fader
e EN: Court directed framing of rules/regulations (subordinate legislation) under Section 38 of the

RTE Act, in consultation with NCPCR/SCPCRs and advisory councils, so Section 12(1)(c) doesn't

remain a “dead letter” Assettype
o HI: BIE A &MRT 38 & dgd fAaH/fafaad g1 &) w&l, NCPCR/SCPCRs d advisory councils 3 tRTHf &

1, difds &RT 12(1) (c) “BHTS" 938 SMT| Assettype



Topic

Article 21A

RTE Act, 2009

Section 12(1)(c)

Why ‘neighbourhood school’

NCPCR/SCPCR role

Extra Facts (EN)

Fundamental Right: free &
compulsory education for 6-14
years. (Indian Kanoon)

Operationalises Article 21A; lays
norms/standards; protects child’s
access to elementary education.

225% entry-level seats in unaided
neighbourhood schools for
weaker/disadvantaged children;
reimbursement mechanism. (Live
Law)

Designed to democratise schooling
& reduce social segregation; linked
with equality/fraternity goals.

SC discusses role under child rights
framework + SOPs for Section
12(1)(c).

faRea azT (HI)

Aifed PR 6-14 IHFF foT
for:efeh g 3ifaard A&l (Indian

Kanoon)

m 21A T CIEERGIHR S TS
TR/ I S IESIEaC f\T&:IT as

qg%rgﬁf\ar-rl

2259 YAA-FAT HIC SUFST
& 7@ olunaided) Vmﬁ; )
reimbursement &l JTdYTT| (Live
Law)

schooling T AP AT T,
ATATTSI 3TleNd TeTeT;

FATAT/IY T & SIST|

§TeT ISR AT + Section
12(1)(c) & SOP/fTIRTSAT T 3fAFT


https://indiankanoon.org/doc/154644006/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/154644006/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/right-to-education-act-ensure-admission-of-poor-students-for-free-education-in-private-schools-supreme-court-518660
https://www.livelaw.in/top-stories/right-to-education-act-ensure-admission-of-poor-students-for-free-education-in-private-schools-supreme-court-518660

Date/Year Question (Exact/Memory-based gist) Answer

“RTE Act, 2009 remains inadequate
in promoting an incentive-based

UPSC CSE Mains (GS-2) 2022 system for children’s education... Descriptive
Analyse.”

PSC (OPSC ASO) 27 Aug 2022 “Article 21A refers to — ?” Right to Education

. . “Article 21A of the Constitution of .
SSC CGL (Tier-l) 16 Aug 2021 (Shift 3) India provides Right to Education
. . “Article 21A was added by which

Railway (RRB NTPC CBT-I) 12 Mar 2021 (Shift 2) Constitutional Amendment Act?” 86th Amendment
| couldn’t find a bank exam PYQ
with an official “Held On” date in

Bank (Delhi Police Constable is | accessible sources quickly; however, |

not bank) IBPS/Bank GA frequently asks
Article 21A / 86th Amendment /
RTE 2009 in the same pattern.




e Section 12(1)(c) of the RTE Act primarily mandates:

A) 50% reservation in all schools

B) 25% entry-level seats for weaker/disadvantaged children in unaided neighbourhood
schools

C) Free college education

D) Mid-day meal in private schools
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Trump ‘cancels’ talks with Iran officials,
asks protesters to ‘take over institutions’

The US. President, who ordered the bombing of Iran in June, tells protesters that ‘help is on the way’; ‘any country doing business with the Islamic

Republic will pay a tariff of 25% on all business being done with the US. he adds; Norway-based group claims 734 people were killed in protests

Stanly Johny

.S. President Do-
Unald Trump on
Tuesday doubled

down on his threat of inter-
vention in protest-hit Iran,
telling protesters that
“help is on its way”, a day
after he claimed that Ira-
nian officials had reached
out to Washington for talks
amid ongoing protests and
a security crackdown in
the Islamic Republic.
“Iranian patriots, keep
protesting — take over your
institutions. Save the
names of the killers and
abusers. They will pay a big
price,” Mr. Trump wrote in
a social media post. “I have
cancelled all meetings with

Iranian officials until the
senseless killing of protes-
ters stops. Help is on the
way,” he added, without
explaining what kind of
“help” he is offering.

On Monday, Mr. Trump
said in another social me-
dia post that he would im-
pose 25% tariff on Iran’s
trading partners. “Effec-
tive immediately, any
country doing business
with the Islamic Republic
of Iran will pay a Tariff of
25% on any and all busi-
ness being done with the
United States of America.
This Order is final and con-
clusive,” Mr. Trump said.

Iran’s main trading
partners are China, Turki-
ye, the UAE and Iraq. Tur-

Donald Trump, who joined Israel in bombing Iran in June 2025, had
earlier threatened to attack Iran again if protesters were killed. arp

kiye and the UAE are close
American allies.

Mr. Trump, who joined
Israel in bombing Iran in
June 2025 during the 12-
day war, had earlier threa-

tened to attack Iran again if
protesters were killed. “If
Iran shoots and violently
kills peaceful protesters,
which is their custom, the
United States of America

will come to their rescue.
We are locked and loaded
and ready to go,” Mr.
Trump said on January 2.
Ali Larijani, Secretary of
Iran’s Supreme National
Security Council, had res-
ponded to Mr. Trump, say-
ing “U.S. interference in
this internal matter would
mean destabilizing the en-
tire region”.

What began as a protest
by traders over falling cur-
rency and hyperinflation
has spread into a nation-
wide protest in Iran. The
authorities have imposed
an Internet shutdown, and
cracked down on what
they call “rioters and terro-
rists” on Saturday. State
media have reported that

dozens of security person-
nel were killed by “rio-
ters”. According to Nor-
way-based Iran Human
Rights, at least 734 people
were killed during the
protests.

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, in an in-
terview with Al Jazeera,
said the government was in
talks with the protesters
and the Internet was shut
down only after “we con-
fronted terrorist opera-
tions”. In response to Mr.
Trump, he said: “We are
prepared for any eventuali-
ty and we hope Washing-
ton will choose a wise op-
tion. It doesn’t matter
which option they choose,
we are ready for it.”




e The U.S. President Donald Trump said he had cancelled talks with Iranian officials amid nationwide

way".
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2) Key statements & threats | W 19 T eHfBAT

e Trump warned that any country doing business with Iran would face a 25% tariff on all business
with the U.S.

o CUA YA Gl fdb €M A AMUR B3 dTed fpdl 1l Gr TR 3MARBT & J1f B17 a1l IHT BRIAR TR 25% 2o
[GRICIRS RN

» He reiterated earlier threats following U.S. strikes on Iran in June, linking future action to how protests
are handled.

o S A M IR ARD! gHl & d1G fET T QR FATH! bl Qe Y, 3&1 311 & pRarg ol faRier vgeft
ST



3) Situation inside Iran [ 331 & ¥iaR fFaifd

» Protests that began over economic stress (currency fall, inflation) spread nationwide; authorities

imposed internet shutdowns and a security crackdown.
o 37feh qaTd (T fiRTae, HEMS) I T §T Uaefd QR 32 ° thef TQ; geAc dal 3R JR&IT dail il Tkl bl TS|

A Norway-based human rights group claimed hundreds of deaths during the unrest; Iran rejected

foreign interference claims.

o AT-RRId AAEIBR THg A 3renifd & Adbst Atal &1 grar fasar; 1 A fadelt gwaea & 3mRIaY &Y st fdsa|

4) Iran's response [ 3 &1 ufdfesan
e Iranian officials said U.S. interference would destabilise the region, and maintained the government

was engaging domestically to restore order.
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Topic Key facts

Include oil exports, banking, shipping; aim to

U.S. sanctions on lran , . )
alter Iran’s regional & nuclear behaviour

Penalise third countries/firms trading with a

Secondary sanctions )
y sanctioned state

Tariffs are trade taxes; sanctions are broader

Tariffs vs sanctions : -
legal/economic restrictions

Used by states during unrest; raise human-rights

Internet shutdowns .
and economic concerns

Casualty figures often disputed during

Human rights reportin .
8 P g conflicts/unrest



* Q1. (Statement-based)

e The U.S. President announced
cancellation of talks with Iran
during nationwide protests.

* A 25% tariff threat was issued
against countries trading with
lran.

Correct option:

A)lonly B)2only C)Bothl
and 2 D) Neither
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China is a threat to Greenland, Trump
argues but analysts claim otherwise
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China is a threat to Greenland, Trump
argues but analysts claim otherwise

The Polar Silk Road project seeks to push Beijings influence in the Arctic, with investments in research stations in lceland and Norway, and plans to

develop the Northem Sea Route with Russia; experts say China’s presence is growing, albeit slowly; however, its military presence is underwhelming

NEWS ANALYSIS

BEYJING

nited States Presi-

dent Donald

Trump has repeat-
edly threatened to take
Greenland by force from
NATO ally Denmark in or-
der to keep the Arctic is-
land from Beljing’s hands.

But analysts suggest Chi-
na is a small player in the
Arctic region, and thus far
from the threat Mr. Trump
has argued.

Despite Mr. Trump's
claim that, without U.S. in-
tervention, Greenland
would have “Chinese des-
troyers and submarines all
over the place”, Beijing's
Arctic military presence is
underwhelming.

“Greenland is not
swarming with Chinese
and Russian vessels, This is
nonsense,” said Paal Si-
gurd Hilde at the Norwe-
gian Institute for Defence
Studies.

Moscow matters

In other parts of the Arctic,
China’s modest military
presence has grown in col-
laboration with Russia
since the 2022 invasion of
Ukraine.

“China‘'s only pathway
to gaining significant in-
fiuence in the Arctic goes
through Russia," Mr. Hilde
said

Ti)e two countries have
increased joint Arctic and

b Tl 5

via the Arctic Northeast passage. 79

coast guard operations, in-
cluding a 2024 bomber pa-
trol near Alaska.

China also operates a
handful of icebreakers
equipped with deep-sea
mini-submarines, which
could map the seabed -
potentially useful for mili-
tary deployment - and sa-
tellites for Arctic
observation.

Beijing says they are for
scientific research.

These activities are “po-
tential security concerns if
China's military or mili-
tary-linked assets establish
a regular presence In the
region”, said Helena Legar-
da at the Mercator Institute
for China Studies in Berlin.

“China has clear ambi-
tions to expand its foot-
print and influence in the

Greenland has the
world's eighth-largest
rare earth reserves,
according to the US.
Geological Survey

region, which it considers
an emerging arena for geo-
political competition,” she
said.

Beijing launched the Po-
lar Silk Road project in
2018 — the Arctic arm of its
transnational Belt and
Road infrastructure initia-
tive ~ and aims to become
a “polar great power” by
2030,

It has established scien-
tific research stations in
Iceland and Norway, while
Chinese firms have invest-
ed in projects like Russian

3 :
Way of the water: A Hong Kong-flagged ship leaving Kirkenes in the north of Norway on route to China

.o Shain

liquefied natural gas and a
Swedish railway line.

Competition with China
for resources and access o
trade routes in the Arctic
could threaten European
interests, Ms. Legarda said.

Recently, however, Chi-
na has faced pushback.

Proposals to buy an
abandoned naval station in
Greenland and an airport
in Finland have failed. The
U.S. reportedly pressured
nations to reject Chinese
companies, In 2019, Green:
land opted against using
China's Huawei for its 5G
networks,

Russia remains the ex-
ception, with China invest-
ing heavily in resources
and ports along Russia's
northern coast.

Greenland has the

world's eighth-largest rare
earth reserves, elements
vital for technologies in-
cluding electric vehicles
and military equipment,
according to the US. Geo-
logical Survey.

While China dominates
global production of these
critical materials, its at-
tempts to tap Greenland's
resources have seen limit-
ed success,

A Chinese-linked pro-
ject at a massive deposit in
Kvanefjeld was halted by
the Greenland government
in 2021 over environmental
concerns, while another
deposit in southern Green-
land was sold to a New
York-based firm In 2024 af-
ter U.S. lobbying.

“There was a fear in
Denmark and the US. that
mining investments sever-
al times the GDP of Green-
land could have led to Chi-
nese influence a decade
ago, but the investments
never materialised,” said
Jesper Willaing Zeuthen,
associate professor at Aal-
borg University. More re-
cently, “Beijing discourag-
es engagement, because
the diplomatic costs have
been too high".

Key trade routes
The Polar Silk Road aims to
link China to Europe via
Arctic routes increasingly
accessible as warming tem-
peratures melt Arctic sea
ice.

China and Russia agreed
in October to develop the
Northern Sea Route (NSR)

along Russia’s northerm
border.

Last year, a Chinese ship
reached Britain in 20 days
via the Arctic, half the time
of the regular Suez Canal
route. The passage could
transform global shipping
and reduce Chinese re-
liance on the Straits of Ma-
lacca for its trade.

Chinese ships made just
14 NSR voyages last year,
mostly carrying Russian

gas.

Another possible route
~ the Northwest Passage -
pelago, potentially mitigat-
ing the risks of a Russian
and Chinese-dominated
northern passage,

The NSR does not pass
by Greenland, so it is not
the source for Mr, Trump's
claim of Chinese ships
prowling the island's
coastline,

Mr. Zeuthen maintains
there is no sign of Chinese
military activity in or
around the Arctic part of
Greenland. “Actual securi-
ty issues are very hard to
identify,” he said.

China on Monday said
its activities in the Arctic
comply with international
law, in an apparent res-
ponse to Mr. Trump's com-
ments. Foreign Ministry

kesperson Mao Ning
said: “China’s activities in
the Arctic are aimed at pro-
moting peace, stability,
and sustainable develop-
ment in the region and are
in accordance with interna-
tional law."




EN:

Donald Trump argued that China poses a security threat to Greenland and even floated ideas

of taking control to keep China out. Analysts disagree, saying China's military footprint in the Arctic

is limited and largely economic/scientific.
o HI: 8168 gu 7 grar fisan & =i 1iHels & AT gRem wraw €; agt faduslY &1 we-1 € f sndhfes A o &t
d=1 wisperit Amrog @ 3k nfafafert qrera: snfefes [danfae &

@ Why Greenland matters | #iticis @it Ageaqof &

EN:

Rare earths: Greenland holds the world’s 8th-largest rare earth reserves (U.S. Geological
Survey).

Arctic routes: Melting ice is opening shipping lanes—Northern Sea Route (NSR) along Russia
and the Northwest Passage through Canada.

Geopolitics: Strategic location in the Arctic; linked to NATO interests via Denmark.
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Northern Sea Route:
A New Shipping Highway?

Maersk, the world's biggest shipping company, is preparing to send a cargo vessel through the
Russian Arctic for the first time. This is how the passage compares to the traditional Suez Canal route.

Taking the Northern
Sea Route can cut the
journey times by up
to two weeks.

=== Narthern Sea Route
-== Suez Canal Route

The passage is now '
feasible for three

2 months a year, but
auss® ¥ this might change

: S, due to even more

1

=

Al
Petersburg

of the ice melting.

~ Vladivostok L
/ Busan ®% The Venta Maersk
it departed Vladivostok

and is stopping in
Busan, South Korea,
before making its
trial journey.

" The traditional Suez Canal
Route is more than 8,000
kilometers longer than the

- Northern Sea passage.

RadioFreefurope
RadioLiberty = : Kristyne Folsynove | Sourcas: = gh Norzh News, AP



@ China's Arctic strategy | @19 &t 3rrdhfesd ol

e EN:
» Polar Silk Road (2018): Part of BRI to link Asia—Europe via Arctic sea routes.

* Presence: Research stations in Iceland & Norway; investments and shipping cooperation with

Russia along the NSR.
» Limits: Few icebreakers; no strong military deployment around Greenland.

o Uiek Gk A8 (2018): BRI &1 3TdHfed 3MATH|
» 3UfRifd: smsads/Aid A Rast; 3 & Jrer NSR Tga|
o TWG: FfAd sMsTdd:; WAcs & NHUT A= Hisgnt FHAR|

¢ Analysts’ assessment vs Trump's claim [ fd2I93 9411 ¢u
» EN: Analysts say China is a small Arctic player; its influence is growing slowly, mainly
economic/scientific. Military threat claims are overstated.
o HI: fadhusit & saR o7 eiR-eR viTa 931 28T 8, WR a8 HEaa: 3nfefe /danfad §; =1 Tar1 der-agiar
LRI



* Q1. (Statement-based)

* Greenland has one of the world’s

largest rare-earth reserves.

* China’s Arctic presence is currently O

dominated by heavy military
deployment near Greenland.
Correct option:

A)1only B)2only C)Both D)

- .
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Word of the day

Homily:

a sermon on a moral or religious topic

Synonym: preachment

Usage: The priest gave a brief homily on faith.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/homilypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /homili/

Word of the day

Abstruse:
difficult to penetrate; incomprehensible to one
of ordinary understanding or knowledge

Synonyms: deep, recondite

U Sage. Some of the classic novels are too
abstruse for the younger generation.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/abstrusepron

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ab'stau:s/
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