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SC tells EC that voting is a sentimental right

Poll body departed from promise to leave voters
on 2002 rolls untouched during the SIR, says SC
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‘Below normal rain likely for first time in 11 years

Aacob woahy.
W KLY

[ maringute = alow
gy

hogleat m.-umwnx [
s waried fin

« Bis
T b 1 y9ark in 1ta APEH
forecmse.

BHurwean  the

ly 1% OF U
aviiage (LIA)
WERT o vaintinl) this yoor,
M.

hrletiog on Mo

Indln fast npemuud
rodied mo i

n M:' wh-m lhu IMI' had
"

Ll
n mu 1 IMIY's wisrming

with ther actual raintall
cordid at o6%, muking It
boe  of  Indin's worse
Mrought ywars
En

M Malpaten, Dl
Goneral, 1M, skl
R T
Delow narmal  monseon
wirning was the likety do
velopmu of un B Nino
the periedic wa
Ve Centrw
Yo, Ax ivmoiie ™ ved
Nina ke comditions
K N

of

mml b
L i
e

aF e KI N ware iy
Hkely to come it full o

et I the second hall of

the Moo

Hunt i o forwt
thw \nlktl mwluw nm

condition that » umv; ™
r

Inrvsary to Murch 2026 |IM
Bewns slightly below for
mal. The

Ing In
the country, which Ix sy

3
¥l Nine,

which  Has
wrnerged I 16 years Mnce
0, v b e Dbl

M)
tinvew,
M7. Mohapatra sadd dhat
Weapite the Illlul |\~\ul\
B Nine und we
#OON, two i o mul‘l

dntalt

olne

i) ANV CONIE G

Iy tend 16 bring moce tain

1o Towdia et can oifses 1K1

Nino's “negative’ (mpact,
)

%

T
2024wl 0N have
bt ywats of irphie man
ey 205, tne
Bk Twganve 3

Xeonn rainfall
263

i

Tha (MD I uxpocted (0
gt e onssen fore
Cant i May. ‘1t IMEVS pas

hlmoey s 4 fore
Caria of 4 WoRk INORSOT I
A0 wenrally Teal 1w
though thore have beer
e taces ol the
MDD - o
KA Al UL AT
g

I JO0Z, the 1M1 pred
fted . oarmul monsoan
but Indla exparienced o
of u. worat droughts (

LOA) 00, 1)

Ay
near

cam
e L11A, vesilting
the worat drou
W contur

In mln IMD's Aprl o
recaitprodicted 7% of

e Ry Wk Bl s o
B w97, bt senisl
ul il o i e
% - well bokow norial
"M IMD's offical pariance

JOUNI'E e the  Term
dluuml' wnd luluu 10
i o 0% of the

LA e “dofhchent

Delimitation
will not affect
southern
States: Goyal

Thets

FIMNNAL

nion Minkster of Com
wice i ) Wy
Goyal, 00 Monday sl
VA% resrvation for
it iy Bartlannen wml
ate Ausemblley would ba
mnplvm Al ey 3030,

B 1

with, e e

um-lu. he u«.nnml i a
illy concern® the view

lhl! the lvllmubul delim)

tation wouls o 1o

ot

ooy,
Benly In back oo whaiw iy
were! B waid, accuning

il N Cliel Miiatos
Mo salin and ll"wll of
Promoting u Mt nur
Ve 0n e bsue.
e wuid th

one: l|lll|!
I e

phuu-m--l Ly achdio doncs
W AT et sl eongth of
(e Laak KA, Kafya Ratr
ha, and the bl

I l

ot will b resir

W
g ttie sente b b
aivesl  will b

b, b wadid

ANTERUIEW 0N
AOE D

WA

Food prices push
retail inflation up
to 3.4% in March

Mt o€ dla

HEW DI

Ml Inflaron inched up
" I M I

i

AL Pelinsary,
i o an U
LAl ot il -
Qta tabiacd O MONGAY:
The food Inflation, bused
I el 1

inamnly
11 peicon

g
any. Tiis "
Teow 4w Mot ver Hannde ol 1y
ks prontian fa ot oof 4%
It it Euloitnod by the

uilve Offiow
N Aurlon with

TR Infation wes non
foed during March in m\M

is, A
coibllreryt, On the ey
ot tillation wes i i
0 1L O, R, s
e, wrbur dal, and (I)lxk
Do, -umn-ul e 0

The €] wan wt | 65% In
\loctelcity, s i othor
et el
M an agisliinl 1IN b
e precedin m
Dithns atos f0n vunal aned
MEDUR Augnentn Are 20am
Mg SN, rerpectivaly.
Mooy lation vate for
MITCh 2026 Wik 2\
THihant inflntion w
Turkatijonna ab KAV wnel
lowes) I Mixorwm
"

o the numﬂ:
Dl e

wathmatud at .l.ur\ an

Somneniing on Chi
w, Aﬂo-u/w T're t
Nirnal %, mm.ln ey (Iw
o

L™

Uovoida & Ay
Itwrnational coude

Piicos, W hihly

oll

S
e KKn ke
POrted eConomic activity
g o stalile re
od

vkt
octond

3 colloct
I

ot
i)

1L AGS villaguy covering
i i



SC tells EC that voting is a sentimental right

Poll body departed from promise to leave voters
on 2002 rolls untouched during the SIR, says SC this is a question of fairness, says Justice Bagchi

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday told the

Election Commis-
sion of India (EC) that the
right to be on the electoral
roll and to vote in one’s
own country is not only
constitutional but
sentimental.

The top court was refer-
ring to lakhs of voters ex-
cluded for “logical discre-
pancies” and lining up for
appeal hearings in West
Bengal, hardly 10 days
ahead of the Assembly
election, following an “in-
quisitorial” special inten-
sive revision (SIR).

The court said 34 lakh
appeals by voters purged
from the West Bengal elec-
toral roll have already been
filed for hearing before 19
appellate tribunals and
there were over a lakh ap-
peals pending before each
of these tribunals.

The poll body had fro-

zen the electoral roll for
the State on April 9, days
ahead of the polling on
April 23 and 29.

After months of inter-
ventions to make the SIR
more inclusive, the top
court made cutting re-
marks about the impact of
an exercise the poll body
said was necessary to “pur-
ify the electoral roll”.

“The right to remain on
the electoral roll, the right
to vote in the country you
are born in is something
which is not only constitu-
tional but sentimental. It is
the biggest expression of
nationality and patriotism
that you are in a participa-
tory process to elect a de-
mocratic government,” Jus-
tice Joymalya Bagchi, part
of the Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant, said while addressing
the poll body.

Senior advocate Dama
Seshadri Naidu, for the poll
body, said “statistics”
proved West Bengal did

We did not find logical discrepancy cases in Bihar;

Ba l lot While the EC had frozen the West Bengal electoral rolls
on April 9, the top court noted that 34 lakh appeals
have been filed before 19 tribunals across the State

Ruling awaited: People gather to appeal before a tribunal over issues
related to the SIR in Murshidabad, West Bengal, on Monday. P

not “stand out” and was
“on par” with other States
in the number of
exclusions.

‘Question of fairness’

“We are not bothered
about West Bengal ‘stand-
ing out’. But no other State
has a category called ‘logi-
cal discrepancy’. We have

examined Bihar, we did
not find a single person
flagged for logical discre-
pancy... This is not a ques-
tion of inflating or shrink-
ing the EC, but of fairness,”
Justice Bagchi said.

The judge noted that the
court had permitted the
poll body to embark on an
inquisitorial exercise

Itis the
biggest

expression of
nationality and
patriotism that
youareina
participatory
process to elect

a democratic
government

JUSTICE

JOYMALYA .
BAGCHI

Supreme % y

Court )

judge

mindful of the latter’s con-
cern about the electoral
rolls. “The original SIR not-
ification said voters in the
2002 electoral roll would
not be touched. The 2002
roll would be the bench-
mark. But when you intro-
duced ‘logical discrepan-
cy’, you infracted that
rule,” Justice Bagchi told

the poll body.

Mr. Naidu said voters
who could prove their cre-
dentials were retained.
Those with disparity in
their names or other back-
ground details were asked
to provide details, which
were verified.

“A voter in the 2002 roll
was not required to give
anything.. When the Bihar
SIR was argued, and the Bi-
har SIR was a facsimile of
the SIR we are dealing with
today, the EC was unequi-
vocal when it submitted
that a person in the 2002
voter list does not have to
prove  anything. No
uploading of documents
was required... And then
you deviated from your
original arguments,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

Uncertain atmosphere
So far, the Supreme Court
had avoided any direct crit-
icism of the SIR.

Justice Bagchi referred
to how the exclusion of vo-

Robust appellate process needed for excluded
voters as EC purging names was unilateral: SC

ters in the name of logical
discrepancy came “so
close” to the date of elec-
tion in West Bengal that the
top court had to step in
and deploy judicial officers
to hear out the objections.
This was all the more rea-
son why the appeal pro-
cess must not be hurried,
the judge said.

The Supreme Court
judge said the top court
wanted a robust appellate
process in place for the ex-
cluded voters as the purg-
ing of names from the list
by the EC was a “suo motu”
and unilateral process.
This was followed by a
“verification” of identity
documents during the ob-
jections phase of the SIR,
and not exactly a hearing.

“The appellate process
must be robust... somewh-
ere we are getting blinded
by the dust and fury of an
impending election... We
need to protect the due
process rights of the vo-
ters,” Justice Bagchi said.



The Supreme Court told the Election Commission of India (EC) that the right to be on
the electoral roll and to vote is "not only constitutional but sentimental" — in the
context of lakhs of voters excluded through SIR (Special Intensive Revision).

Hdfed <RI A WRd fated 3T (EC) 9 oal o Aaardr et § 8 3R 7daH &3 &1 3fUdR "1
FIA HAHTHE dfcch HTaaTHS" € — SIR (faQre T G &IoT) & ATeg I ATl Adrdrsi & afgshR
& e |

34 lakh voters purged from West Bengal electoral rolls have filed 34 lakh appeals

before 19 appellate tribunals, with over 1lakh appeals pending before each tribunal
— just 10 days before Assembly elections (April 23 & 29).

34 ATE Haerar3il 7 19 3t —ATATeeson & THef 34 A1 Ut AR 6l 8 — faumargAmar
(23 31k 29 3r3¥eT) A 10 oA vget|

SC noted the EC departed from its own promise to leave 2002 electoral rolls
untouched, and introduced a new "logical discrepancy" category that it never defined
clearly.

SC A1 fasar fds EC 4 2002 HaaTdT Heit &l 3r8dT 3@ & 3194 aa4 | fager fasar, iR e 78
AT faTfer” ot g bt S T B I gRHTET T8 2t |

The West Bengal electoral roll was frozen on April 9 (days before elections) — but 34
lakh appeals are still pending.

TfeTH Gl &Y AAGTdT Yt 9 31 PISTHT B 71§ — wifch 34 o1 il 3ndh i wifdd 2|

The SC called EC's purging a "suo motu and unilateral process" — demanding a
robust appellate process to protect due process rights of voters.

SC A EC & g1 b "R 3R U1 UfhaT" el — Adardrsil o 3fad uishar 3ifteR) &l 3aT P
fore AoTga 3rdter wfdkar By amm|



F1. Past Background / {d&Tel

¢ 1950: EClI established; universal adult suffrage adopted; first electoral rolls prepared.
«  1950: ECI 1fud; Grehilfies qeres HaTfieR; Tgel Adaarar gfear dar|

e 2002: Bihar SIR conducted — became the "facsimile" EC cited for West Bengal
comparison; NO logical discrepancy category used in Bihar.

* 2002: fdgR SIR 3mASd — EC ¥ WB g1 & feiv "afdfci{d" & wu § 3gd foar; fagr # @1$ difde
fagmfa roft 7€k |

« Recent months: SC had been intervening to make SIR more inclusive; EC made
adjustments; courts deployed judicial officers.

o TIA P HEM: SC SIR B 31ftics TATILM g1 & foiv el o3 8T 2T
» April 9,2026: West Bengal electoral roll frozen.
o 9 318d 2026: IfTH STt HAaTdT gl ST

F2. Present Situation | add= fxifd

» Elections on April 23 & 29; 34 lakh appeals pending; SC making strong remarks; 19
tribunals with judicial officers hearing cases urgently.

o 233129 3 B AT, 34 o 3Tt wifdd; SC Y et fewaforat, =nfies sifereriRar & arer 19
AT BT FhTe HTHS G 32 |

« EC maintains it followed proper procedure; SC disagrees on "logical discrepancy"

category.

e EC PTdeqT 2 39 3fad ufshar &1 uterd fasar; SC "arfdres faamfa™ oft uv 3rqgqd|



» Types of Electoral Roll Revision:

Summary Revision: Annual; limited amendments
Special Summary Revision: Ahead of elections; additions/deletions

Special Intensive Revision (SIR): Comprehensive; door-to-door verification

AR gAEoT | faohy Arier gAdigroT | faery e gasiarr (SIR)

 Key SCjudgments on electoral rights:

People's Union for Civil Liberties vs UOI (2003): Right to know candidates'
antecedents

NOTA (2013): SC introduced None of the Above option
Anoop Baranwal vs UOI (2023): SC ruled on EC appointment process

People's Union for Civil Liberties 91 UOI (2003) | NOTA (2013) | 314
ROt 9417 UOI (2023)
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Election
Commission
— Article 324

Article 326 —
Adult Suffrage

UPSC
Prelims

SSC
CGL/
State
PCS

2020

2024

The
superintendence,
direction and
control of elections
to Parliament is

vested in:

Under which Article
of the Indian
Constitution is the
right to vote
guaranteed on the
basis of adult
suffrage?

(a) Supreme
Court (b)
Parliament (c)
President of
India (d)
Election
Commission of
India

(a) Article 19
(b) Article 21
(c) Article 324
(d) Article 326

(d) Election
Commission
of India —
Article 324

(d) Article
326



‘Below normal rain likely for first time in 11 years

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is staring at a “below-
normal” southwest mon-
soon, the India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
has warned for the first
time in 11 years in its April
forecast. Between the
monsoon months of June-
September, India is likely
to receive only 92% of the
long period average (LPA)
of 87 cm rainfall this year,
M. Ravichandran, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, said at a press
briefing on Monday.

India last experienced
reduced monsoon rainfall
in 2023, when the IMD had
warned of “near-normal”
rainfall at 96% of the LPA.
In 2015, the IMD’s warning
of “below-normal” rain —
at 93% of the LPA — turned
out to be an underestimate
with the actual rainfall re-
corded at 86%, making it
one of India’s worst
drought years.

With disruptions of fertilizer supply amid the Iran war, insufficient
rain could impact farming which is significantly rainfed. FILE PHOTO

M. Mohapatra, Director-
General, IMD, said the
main reason for this year’s
below-normal monsoon
warning was the likely de-
velopment of an El Nino —
the periodic warming of
the Central Equatorial Pac-
ific. At present, “weak” La
Nina-like conditions — the
converse of an El Nino —
were transitioning to neu-
tral conditions. The effects
of the El Nino were only
likely to come into full ef-
fect in the second half of
the monsoon.

With disruptions of fer-
tilizer supply ahead of the
kharif season anticipated
in the wake of the West
Asia war, insufficient rain
could impact farming in
the country, which is sig-
nificantly rainfed.

El Nino, which has
emerged in 16 years since
1960, has depressed India’s
monsoon rainfall nine
times.

Mr. Mohapatra said that
despite the links between
an El Nino and weak mon-
soon, two factors could

blunt its impact. The first is
the so called ‘positive’ IOD
(Indian Ocean Dipole), a
condition that is likely to
develop towards the end of
the southwest monsoon
season. The second is that
the extent of northern he-
misphere snow cover from
January to March 2026 has
been slightly below nor-
mal. The dipole refers to
oscillations of sea-surface
temperatures between the
western (near Africa) and
eastern (near Indonesia)
tropical Indian Ocean. A
“positive” dipole and re-
duced snow cover general-
ly tend to bring more rain
to India and can offset El
Nino’s “negative” impact,
Mr Mohapatra said.

2024 and 2025 have
been years of surplus mon-
soon. Save for 2023, India
has received “normal” or
excess rainfall in all years
since 2020.

The IMD is expected to
update its monsoon fore-
cast in May. The IMD’s past

history shows that its fore-
casts of a weak monsoon in
April generally hold true
though there have been
several instances of the
IMD predicting a “normal”
monsoon and India staring
at a drought.

In 2002, the IMD pred-
icted a normal monsoon
but India experienced one
of its worst droughts (81%
of LPA). In 2009, the IMD’s
April forecast predicted a
near-normal  monsoon
(96-98% of LPA) but actual
rainfall was around 77% of
the LPA, resulting in one of
the worst droughts in over
a century.

In 2018, IMD’s April fo-
recast predicted 97% of
normal levels, and even
the May update held the fi-
gure at 97%, but actual
rainfall turned out to be
91% — well below normal.
The IMD’s official parlance
doesn’t use the term
“drought” and refers to
rain less than 90% of the
LPA as “deficient”.




The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted a "below normal"
southwest monsoon for 2026 — first such warning in 11 years (since 2015).

R {9 fagi faimT (IMD) 3 2026 & faT "= & &4 feror-ufeea AHgA b Hfasgaroft &
& — 11 auf 7 gt Qi =dreHt (2015 B 9T2) |

India likely to receive only 92% of the Long Period Average (LPA) of 87 cm during
June-September 2026.

YRA 1 SH-TAdeR 2026 & AR 87 AT & Sreiepifeies 31d (LPA) BT Hded 92% fHet- Bl H1TaT|

Main cause: Likely development of an El Nifio — which has depressed India's monsoon
9 times in 16 years since 1960.

1% BRUT: El Nifio &7 THTfAd fasra — ST 1960 I 16 T8I 9 IR ¥RA & HIYA &I BHSR &3 bl
2l

Compounded by disruptions to fertilizer supply amid the West Asia (Iran) war —

threatening Kharif agriculture.

ufeTm Tfr ($R19) g & e IR MY § G J I THRT — TR BT Pl G|

Two mitigating factors: positive IOD and below-normal northern hemisphere snow
cover — may partially offset El Nifio's impact.

2 2 PRb: HBRTHSD 10D 37R ATHRI A HH I MeATH {9 311eaRoT — El Nifio & STd &l
317f9Iep BT J BH B Thd 2 |



India gets most of its annual rainfall (about 70-75%) during the southwest monsoon
(June-September). If this rain is "below normal," it causes drought, crop failure, water
shortage, and economic hardship.

VIRA Y 3791 dTfSes a8 T 3tfeiesier i (@ 70-75%) &fervT-ufess A (SA-fadar) & 3k
IEEGI

El Nifio is a phenomenon where the central/eastern Pacific Ocean warms abnormally
— this disrupts global weather patterns and typically reduces India's monsoon rainfall.

El Nifio U geAT & fSrad 7t /gl 2id HerTR 3T BU F TH 81 ST1dT @ — I8 dfedd HieH Ye
DI GTfEid BT 2 3R THAR TR HRA P HIAYA I Bl BH BT 8|

LPA (Long Period Average) is the average rainfall India has received over the past 50
years — currently 87 cm. "Below normal" means less than 94% of LPA; "deficient"
(drought) means less than 90% of LPA in IMD's official terminology.

LPA (Sraifcias 3itaa) fise 50 anf § HRd & 3iid auf & — adAH # 87 Jwt | "ATH=I I BH" BT
372f LPA &1 94 % I &H; "BHI" (J@T) BT 372f IMD 1 2recracit § LPA BT 90% J HH |
India is particularly vulnerable this year because the Iran war is disrupting fertilizer

imports — combining below-normal rain with fertilizer shortage could devastate the
Kharif crop season.

YR g9 T9 a1y B J HHSIR & Fifc S0 Ygi Ideh ATATA bl TfEid B IET &



Two mitigating factors:

1. Positive IOD (Indian Ocean Dipole): Likely to develop towards end of SW
monsoon season — brings more rain to India.

2. Below-normal northern hemisphere snow cover (January-March 2026):
Generally associated with better monsoon.
3 2 BRS:
1. HPRIAS I0D (f&2 wer TR fgafa): SW A & 3d Pl 3R faesd g &bl FuTeT|
2. | B I e fg0 AmeRoT (Sadt-Aref 2026) |

Additional stress: Fertilizer supply disruption due to Iran war — could compound
impact on kharif season.

e gama: 7 g & BRI IR MYt AaH — BRI% IS TR THTd 92 FhaT 2|

IMD terminology: Rain < 90% of LPA = "deficient" (drought); 90-95% = "below
normal"; 96-104% = "normal".

IMD 2re&Taeit: LPA BT <90% = "&HI" (J&@T); 90-95% = "AHRI A FH"; 96-104% = "HTHRI" |
Historical accuracy issue: IMD predicted "normal" in 2002 - actual 81% (severe

drought); predicted 96-98% in 2009 - actual 77% (worst drought in a century);
predicted 97% in 2018 - actual 91%.

Afderies aétear geT: 2002 # A" - aRdfdw 81%:; 2009 # 96-98% - ardfdd 77%; 2018
H 97% - ardfdd 91%|

IMD next update: May 2026 forecast update expected.
IMD 317TdlT 319se: 7S 2026 JaigAT 31qse sruferd|



« ENSO Phases and India Impact:

Phase /TRUT  Pacific Condition / wend feeifa

India Monsoon Impact | HRd HTAYA THTd

El Nifio Eastern Pacific warmer than normal
LaNifa Eastern Pacific cooler than normal
Neutral Near-average temperatures

« IODImpact onIndia:

Usually below normal rainfall
Usually above normal / excess rainfall

Variable; other factors dominate

IOD Type | YR Condition / fRaifd India Impact / WRd 9™Td
Positive IOD Western Indian Ocean warmer More rainfall - offsets El Nifio
Negative IOD Eastern Indian Ocean warmer Less rainfall > worsens El Nifio

Neutral IOD Normal temperatures

No significant modifier



D5. Why Important for India? / WRd & feiq i #geaqui?

Agriculture's GDP share: Agriculture contributes ~18% of India's GDP; employs ~45%
of workforce — monsoon failure = GDP growth slowdown.

P BT GDP f&HT: B ~18% GDP ANTEH; ~45% BRieTd — HIAYA fabetdr = GDP gfg # Hdl

Food security: India feeds 1.4 billion people — below-normal monsoon threatens
production of rice, wheat, pulses, oilseeds.

Qe GR&T: YR 1.4 fafcigT @ & faeirdr & — | & BH AT U, g, arel, fddg & 3dred
Bl WA | STeAdT 2|

Inflation: Lower agricultural output - higher food prices - general inflation - RBI rate
cut cycle disrupted.

HaTEhIfd: BH BN IcTE > 3o @rel HIHd > FTHIRI JaRbITd > RBI & &eldl dsh arfed|

Groundwater: Monsoon recharges groundwater — below-normal rain - groundwater

stress - drinking water problems.

HoTel: ATAY YoTdl bl REITSt &l 8 — BH a8f - YoTd d-1d - UgsTel SRR |

Rural economy: 60% of India's cultivated area is rainfed — poor monsoon = rural
distress = reduced consumption = economic slowdown.

TTHIoT 3refeaa: 60% FiY & auf-fHferd — WRE A = UTHivT Ydbe = &1 WUd = MTfefds e |



* History / Eﬁlgl'\q

» Great Bengal Famine (1943): Partly triggered by monsoon failure + wartime mismanagement — 3 million
died. India's food security obsession since then.

- T8 ST BT (1943): HifRAb TU Y R fAhaldl + GhTai- UG — 30 oG G | 6 I URd
CIRCIBES GGGl

* Green Revolution (1960s—70s): Introduced to reduce dependence on monsoon — HYV seeds, irrigation,
fertilizers; but still ~60% area rainfed.

;ﬁmagr%ﬁa%?%ﬁ%%m); A R FAURAT &0 A & o — Hyv o], RiTTs, SdR®; dfde oni

* Drought of 2002: IMD predicted normal; actual 81% - one of India's worst droughts = rural distress -
political consequences.

- 2002 BT Y@T: IMD H JH=T HidHQTUft Bl; TRATAD 81% > YR b T VRIS JW H I T |




Geography [ {iid

Southwest Monsoon mechanics: Originates over Arabian Sea; arrives Kerala around
June 1; covers all of India by mid-July; retreats by September-October.
ZferoT-ufea AIAgA AifAdY: 3RE TR P HUR 3cq=; AT 1 5[ P Bl 37TdT 8; He SJerTs adb I3
YR Pl Ba |

El Nifio geography: Warming of Central and Eastern Equatorial Pacific - shifts ITCZ
eastward - weakens Indian Ocean moisture - weak Indian monsoon.

El Nifio yeT: 7t 3R YT emreia 2iid &7 draq[ - ITCZ qd #1 3R - fe Agamr 7+
FBHGR > HRATI AT BHSAR|

La Nifa: Opposite of E1 Nifilo — cooling of central Pacific - strengthens Indian
monsoon - above-normal rainfall in India.

La Nifia: El Nifio % fautd — e U21id %1 38T 81T - R AIHAYH Holgd > HRd B A=
31 quf

IOD (Indian Ocean Dipole): Difference in sea-surface temperatures between western

(near Africa) and eastern (near Indonesia) Indian Ocean.

» Positive IOD: Western Indian Ocean warmer - brings more rain to India >
offsets E1 Nifio

» Negative IOD: Eastern Indian Ocean warmer - reduces Indian rainfall >

worsens El Nifo impact
10D (fE& WermR fgaa): ufead} (3hYepr o uRy) 31k gdf (Se1ferar o ury) e wermR o i
dTIHTH 3R |

o  IYBRIAS I0OD: feddt m - ¥Ra ¥ 31fdie auf - El Nifio &1 3iThde Bdl
o ABRIAP IOD: Ydf TH > WRdd auf A - El Nifio THTd gerdr 2



IMD: Founded 1875; HQ New Delhi; under Ministry of Earth Sciences; DG currently M.
Mohapatra (Needs verification).

IMD: 1875 H 2i1fud; HQ 73 feeett; et fasi #arad & i |

LPA (Long Period Average): Currently 87 cm (for all-India SW monsoon); calculated
over 50-year period (1971-2020).

LPA: g1 # 87 T (It Rd SW HIHgA o feiv); S0 a¥ &t 37afer (1971-2020) TR 70HT|
IMD Rainfall Classification:

. 110% LPA = Excess | 3ifti&
105-110% LPA = Above Normal /| ITHTRI ¥ 31ftie

96-104% LPA = Normal / 9THIR™I
90-95% LPA = Below Normal / ITHT=I q BH
<90% LPA = Deficient / &¥t (Drought / @)

Kharif vs Rabi:

» Kharif: Sown June-July; harvested October-November; depends on SW
monsoon (rice, cotton, soybean, maize, groundnut)

» Rabi: Sown October-November; harvested March-April; depends on NE
monsoon and irrigation (wheat, mustard, gram)



Year | a9 IMD Forecast | qaiqaH Actual | ar<fd® Outcome [ IRUH

2002 Normal (100%+) 81% Worst drought

2009 96-98% 77% Worst in 100 years

2015 93% 86% Major drought

2018 97% 91% Below normal actual
2023 96% ~94% Near normal

2024 Surplus predicted Surplus Good monsoon

2025 Normal/surplus Surplus Good monsoon

2026 92% TBD Below normal predicted



UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC

Prelims

Year/
Date

2022

2015

2020

2019

Question

With reference to Indian monsoon,

which of the following is/are
correct? 1. El Nifo leads to below-
normal monsoon in India. 2. La
Nifia leads to above-normal
monsoon in India. 3. Positive IOD
offsets El Nifio's negative impact
on monsoon.

Consider the following
phenomena: 1. Light around the
sun 2. Reflection of sunlight by
snow-covered poles 3.
Desertification of Sahara 4.
Occurrence of El Nifio. Which
cause global warming?

The term "Indian Ocean Dipole"
(IOD) sometimes seen in the news
in the context of:

The term "La Nina" refers to:

Options

(a) 1only (b) 1&2 only
(c)1,2&3 (d) 2&3 only

(a) 1&2 (b) 3&4 (c)
1,23(d) 234

(a) Tsunami (b)
Monsoon (¢) Marine
pollution (d) Cyclone
formation

(a) Warming of eastern
Pacific (b) Cooling of
eastern equatorial
Pacific (¢) Warming of
Indian Ocean (d)
Cooling of Atlantic

Answer

(¢)1,2&3—
All three
correct

(b)3&4

(b)

Monsoon

(b) Cooling
of eastern

equatorial
Pacific
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CHSL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2024

2023

2018

2025

October
2024

2021

The Long Period Average (LPA) for
southwest monsoon rainfall in
India is approximately:

As per IMD, rainfall below what
percentage of LPA is classified as
"deficient" (drought)?

India Meteorological Department
is under which Ministry?

Which of the following is correct
about ENSO? 1. EI Nifio = warming
of Eastern Pacific 2. La Nifia =
cooling of Eastern Pacific 3. Both
affect Indian monsoon

The Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) premium for
farmers for Kharif crops is:

The National Food Security Act
(2013) provides subsidised food to
what percentage of India's
population?

(a) 75Scm (b) 80 cm (c)
87 cm (d) 95cm

(a) 80% (b) 85% (c)
90% (d) 95%

(a) Science &
Technology (b)
Agriculture (c)
Environment (d) Earth
Sciences

(a) 1&2 only (b) 2&3
only (c) 1&3 only (d)
All three

(a) 5% (b) 3% (C) 2%
(d) 1%

(a) 50% (b) 57% (c)
67% (d) 75%

(c)87cm

(c) 90%

(d) Earth
Sciences

(d) All three

(c) 2% of
sum insured

(c) 67%
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Forecasts~ vs performance (% of LPA¥*) M Forecast ™ Performance

99

96
2023
—

2024 106
108

2026™ - 92

~2nd long range forecast, *LPA (long period average) is average annual rainfall
(87cm) recorded between 1971-2020, ** first long range forecast
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Orban loses Hungary vote
to newcomer Peter Magyar

Agence France-Presse
BUDAPEST

Congratulations from
across Europe poured in
Monday for Hungarian pol-
itical newcomer Peter Ma-
gyar, who defeated nation-

alist Viktor Orban in
elections seen as a blow to
right-wing populism
worldwide.

Mr. Orban, a self-de-
scribed “thorn” in the EU’s
side and defender of “illib-
eral democracy” endorsed
by U.S. President Donald
Trump, lost Sunday’s elec-
tions after 16 years in pow-
er as Hungarians fed up
with corruption gave Mr.
Magyar a decisive victory.

Mr. Magyar’s party, Tis-
za, won a thumping major-
ity in the parliamentary
elections, which drew re-
cord turnout and sent tens
of thousands of jubilant
supporters into the streets
to celebrate as car horns
sounded in the capital,
Budapest.

Victory lap: Peter Magyar gestures as he speaks to the media in
Budapest, Hungary, on Monday. AP

Leaders across the EU
welcomed Mr. Magyar’s
win, including French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron,
who hailed a victory for
the “values of the Euro-
pean Union”, and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz,
who called it a “heavy de-
feat” for “right-wing
populism”.

Kremlin spokesperson
Dmitry Peskov said on
Monday that Moscow
hoped for “pragmatic” re-
lations with Hungary’s new

-

leadership.

An almost complete
vote count showed Tisza
secured a two-thirds ma-
jority, with 138 seats in the
199-seat parliament on
53% of the vote, according
to official election results.
mR. Orban’s Fidesz took 55
seats on 38% of the vote.

Turnout in the election
reached a record 79.6%.

Mr. Trump had pro-
mised to bring U.S. “eco-
nomic might” to Hungary
if Mr. Orban’s party won.
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Capital
and largest city
Official languages

Ethnic groups
(2022 census'@IP))

Budapest
o 47°26'N 19°15E

Hungarian

97.7% Hungarian
2.4% Romani
1.2% German
1.3% other

Religion (2022 42.5% Christianity
census)/®! | 29.2% Catholicism
- 13.3% other Christian
40.1% no answer
16.1% irreligion
1.3% others
Demonym Hungarian
Government Unitary parliamentary
republic
* President Tamas Sulyok
* Prime Minister Viktor Orban
* Speaker Laszlb Kover
Legislature National Assembly
Formation
* Hungarian 862-895/°!
conquest of the
Carpathian Basin
« Principality of 895'4l
Hungary
» Christian Kingdom 25 December 1000!°!
* Golden Bull of 24 April 1222
1222
« Battle of Mohéacs 29 August 1526
» Liberation of Buda 2 September 1686
» Revolution of 1848 15 March 1848
* Austria-Hungary 30 March 1867

» Restoration of
Independence

+ Treaty of Trianon
* Third Republic

31 October 1918

4 June 1920

.28 Oclober 1969

Area
- Total 93,030(6! km?
(35,920 sq mi) (108th)
- Water (%) 3.716]
Population
- January 2024 v 9,584,627!7! (95th)
estimate
- 2022 census 9,603,634(¢!
- Density 103/km? (266.8/sq mi)
(111th)
GDP (PPP) 2025 estimate
- Total A $460.380 billion!®!
(56th)
- Per capita A $48,1601°! (46th)

GDP (nominal)
* Total

2025 estimate

A $247.760 billion(®!
(56th)

« Per capita A $25,920° (50th)
Gini (2023) A 29.0[10]

low inequality
HDI (2023) A 0.870(11]

very high (46th)
Currency Forint (HUF)




Hungary (Magyar): Central Europe; landlocked; borders: Austria, Slovakia, Ukraine,
Romania, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia; capital: Budapest (on Danube River); area: 93,028
sq km; population: ~10 million.

TR (Magyar): 7e JR1Y; TAASg; THTG: 3TREAT, Tatarfsar, gos-, AT, Ffer, shroferr,
LA T; ISTHTY: FSTIRRE (S 7S W) |

EU membership: Hungary joined EU in 2004 (along with Poland, Czech Republic,
Slovakia, Baltic states — "Big Bang Enlargement").

EU 9&&dT: §Rt 2004 H EU ¥ 2fAd (Ulels, A TURTSY, TAIdT{eaT, dTfeeds Irsal & g1 — "fam
77 faEaR") |

NATO membership: Hungary joined NATO in 1999 (along with Poland and Czech
Republic).

NATO H&HIdT: 7RI 1999 # NATO # 2MmfAd |

Schengen Area: Hungary is part of Schengen — free movement of people.

2N &: ETRY 9T BT 2T — A bl Tad = 3{TaTSTTa! |



Peter Magyar's party Tisza won a two-thirds majority (138 of 199 seats, 53% vote) in
Hungary's parliamentary elections — ending Viktor Orban's 16-year rule.

UieX AR &1 UTef Tisza 7 € & S0 gTal # a1-fderé agad (199 #4138 Wie, 53% are) Sfiar
— fadrereR 31aT % 16 HIeT P 2ATHA BT 37|

Orban — self-described "thorn in EU's side" and defender of "illiberal democracy" —
lost decisively amid voter anger over corruption.

G — G P "EU & fdsaR 1 Pier" 3R "R Alba=" & I&(dh Ber Tl — YRR IR Adardl
T A (0TI BT A ER|

Record 79.6% voter turnout — reflecting massive anti-incumbency and public desire
for change.

Rep1s 79.6% wagrar 3ufefa — Rt Iar-faie 31k uRad &Y ardsifis gt o gorfd 21

Seen as a global blow to right-wing populism — EU leaders (Macron, German

Chancellor Friedrich Merz) hailed it as victory for "EU values."

gfanR ¥ eferordeft AeaqUTaTaTs IR WeR & BU § <@ 1T — EU Ad13i (Hei, STHA iR el
Hoi) 488 "EU Hea\" & Sftd g

Russia (Kremlin) expressed hope for "pragmatic" relations with Hungary's new
leadership — signalling concern over Orban's defeat.

B (sFHfeTT) 7 ETRY & AY A & A1 "ATIRIRSG" il ol IS STaT8 — 3Ma i Bl gR R fAdr &t
Hobd |

Trump had promised U.S. "economic might" to Hungary if Orban won — now faces a
pro-EU Hungary.

I A 31 P STiaA IR ETRY Bl 3R " 311fefep 2iferd" T aTeT fasa & — 37 UI-EU §7RY &1 |THAT|



a -t ~r

Viktor Orban had been Hungary's Prime Minister since 2010 — 16 years. He was
known for: weakening democratic institutions, controlling media, opposing EU
immigration policies, being friendly with Russia's Putin, and calling himself a defender
of "illiberal democracy" (democracy without liberal rights like free press and judicial
independence).

faerex 3MaiT 2010 I &R & TumHHAT & — 16 9 | I Al HRJATHT Pl BHSIR B, Hifsar (=0T,
EU 3yardA ) &1 farTe, B 3 fAsdr & fag siH <1 A

Peter Magyar was a political newcomer — a lawyer and former husband of Orban's ex-

Justice Minister — who rose to prominence by exposing corruption in the Orban
government.

Y AR Up 1St e FaTiges & — deblet 3iR 31afH & Y =amar /st o gd ufd — 5817 3af
HHR H YR ISR PHIcb THEIT TS |

Hungarian voters, fed up with corruption and Orban's democratic backsliding, gave
Magyar's party Tisza a massive majority — ending one of Europe's most controversial
governments.

YRTRIR 37R 30191 & ellebdifes Ta d &b gRaTE Haldr3il 4 AR bl uréf Tisza Bl Rt agad
feari

This is significant globally because Orban was seen as the template for right-wing
populist leaders worldwide — his defeat signals that such politics can be electorally
defeated.

g dfedes TR IR Hecqul 2 difes 3iaf ol gfamR A afgrordeft dieauTa Ad13i & erime & Hu i
< SATdT T |



« EU Key Institutions (Static GK):

European Council: Heads of state/government; sets political direction;
President Charles Michel

European Commission: Executive arm; proposes legislation; President
Ursula von der Leyen

European Parliament: Elected legislative body; Strasbourg; President
Roberta Metsola

Court of Justice of EU (ECJ): HQ Luxembourg; interprets EU law

European Central Bank (ECB): HQ Frankfurt; manages Eurozone monetary
policy; President Christine Lagarde

« EU Enlargement History:

1952: ECSC (6 founding members: France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium,
Netherlands, Luxembourg)

1992: Maastricht Treaty — EU formally created

2004: "Big Bang" — 10 new members including Hungary, Poland, Czech
Republic, Baltic states

2007: Romania, Bulgaria
2013: Croatia
Brexit (2020): UK left



» Key Right-Wing Populist Leaders (Global):

Leader Country Party Status (2026)
Viktor Orban Hungary Fidesz Defeated 2026
Donald Trump USA Republican President (2nd term)
Georgia Meloni Italy Brothers of Italy PM

Marine Le Pen France RN Opposition

AfD Germany AfD Opposition

Jair Bolsonaro Brazil PL Lost 2022

« "[lliberal Democracy" vs "Liberal Democracy™:

Feature
Elections
Courts

Press

Civil Society
Minority Rights

International Norms

Liberal Democracy

Free and fair
Independent
Free
Independent
Protected

Respected

Illiberal Democracy (Orban model)

Held but not fully fair

Packed/controlied

State-controlled

Restricted/NGO laws

Limited

Defied (selectively)



UPSC 2023 The Maastricht Treatyis  (a) United Nations (b) (c) European Union

CSE associated with the NATO (c) European Union — 1992 Maastricht
Prelims establishment of: (d) G7 Treaty formally
created EU

UPSC 2021 The headquarters of the (a) Brussels (b) Strasbourg  (d) Frankfurt

CSE European Central Bank (c) Luxembourg (d)

Prelims (ECB) is located in: Frankfurt

UPSC 2022 Hungary joined the (a) 1993 (b) 1999 (c) 2004  (c) 2004 — "Big

CSE European Union in (d) 2007 Bang" enlargement
Prelims which year?

SSC 2024 NATO was founded in (a) 1945 (b) 1949 (c) 1952 (b) 1949 — North
CGLTier which year? (d) 1955 Atlantic Treaty signed
1 April 4,1949

UPSC 2020 The headquarters of the (a) Geneva (b) Brussels (c) (b) Brussels
CSE European Union (EU)is  Paris (d) Vienna
Prelims located in:

UPSC 2019 Which of the followingis (a) France (b) Germany (c) (c) United Kingdom

CSE NOT a founding member United Kingdom (d) Italy = — UK joined in 1973;
Prelims of the European founding 6 were
Economic Community France, W. Germany,
(EEC, 1957)? Italy, Belgium,
Netherlands,

Luxembourg
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UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-2

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

SSC
CHSL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2019

2018

2025

2024

"The rise of right-wing
populism is a challenge
to liberal democratic
order." Analyse with
reference to recent global
political developments.

The term "Brexit" refers
to:

Who is the current
Secretary-General of
NATO (2024)?

With reference to the
European Union, which
of the following correctly
describes Article 7?

(Essay-type question — no
MCQ)

(a) Exit of Britain from
NATO (b) Exit of UK from
the European Union (c)
Exit of Britain from
ASEAN (d) None

(a) Jens Stoltenberg (b)
Mark Rutte (c) Anders
Rasmussen (d) Pierre de
Villiers

(a) Procedure for EU
enlargement (b)
Mechanism for Euro
adoption (c) Procedure to
suspend EU rights of
member state for breach
of EU values (d) EU trade
dispute resolution

Key points: illiberal
democracy, Orban,
Trump, Brexit,

institutional erosion

(b) Exit of UK from
EU

(b) Mark Rutte —
took over from
Stoltenberg in 2024

(c) Article 7 — rule of
law/values
enforcement



Consider the following statements about Hungary's 2026 elections: &Rl & 2026 TIATdl &
IR A fefafEd seE o fdar &
1. Peter Magyar's Tisza party won a two-thirds majority, securing 138 of 199

parliamentary seats with 53% of the vote. Gtex ATIR &I Tisza drél 4 Q-fdgre agad sitd,
53% ae & {1 199 H {138 HHEIY Al g1 et bl |

2. Viktor Orban had described himself as a defender of "liberal democracy" and the EU's
founding values. fdeeR 3197 A G B "3ER dlbda" 31 EU & HXRITIP Hodl b I&h b B9 H
aford fasar &

3. The Kremlin expressed hope for "pragmatic" relations with Hungary's new leadership
after Orban's defeat. 3Naf &I 8R &b d1& BHIE A 8TRI & 7Y Agcd b 12 "HATIGING" FaH| bl
IR STATS |

4. Voter turnout in Hungary's 2026 elections reached a record 79.6%. Rt & 2026 TATdl H
aerar 3ufefa Rerg 79.6% W Ugd TS|

Which of the statements given above are correct? 30ad H A BH A HATHEI 82



Aus appoints woman to lead its army for the first time in 125-year-old history

Sydney: Australia on Monday
saida woman would lead itsar-
my for the first time in history,
as part of a reshuffle of the co-
untry’s defence force leaders-
hip. Lieutenant General Susan
Coyle, the current chief of jo-
int capabilities, will become
chief of army in July, govt sa-
id. Coyle will replace Lieute-
nant General Simon Stuart.
Coyle'sappointment comes
as Australia’s military seeksto

boost the number of female of-
ficers in its ranks. Australian
army faces a wave of allega-
tions of systematic sexual ha-
rassment and discrimination.
“From July, we will have the
first-ever female chief of army
in the Australian army’s 125-
year-old history,” PM Anthony
Albanese said in a statement.
Australia’s defence mini-
ster Richard Marles called Co-
yle’s appointment a “deeply

Lieutenant General Susan Coyle
enlisted in the military in 1987 and
has held a number of senior roles.
She will be the first woman to lead
any service branch of Aus military

historic moment”. “As Susan
said to me, you cannot be what
you cannot see,” he said. “Su-
san’s achievement will be dee-
ply significant to women who

are serving in the Australian
defence force today and women
who are thinking about ser-
ving in the force in the future.”

Coyle, 55, enlisted in the mi-

litary in 1987 and has held a
number of senior command
roles. She will be the first wo-
mantolead any service branch
of the military, Marles said.
At present, women make
up around 21% of the Australi-
an defence force and 18.5% of
senior leadership roles. The
Australian defence force has
set a target of 25% of overall
participation for women by
2030. Last Oct, a class-action

lawsuit was filed against the
Australian defence force alle-
ging it failed to protect thou-
sands of female officers from
systematic sexual assault, ha-
rassment and discrimination.

Coyle stressed her experi-
ence in areas such as cyber-
warfare, “This breadth of ex-
perience provides a strong fo-
undation for the responsibili-
ties of command and the trust
placedinme,"” shesaid. acencies




Lieutenant General Susan Coyle will become Chief of Army in Australia from July
2026 — first woman to lead the Australian Army in its 125-year history.

AfRA A Yoid B S[eTs 2026 F 3T &bl JAT HE g7 — 125 ATl & gfaard # ugeit
Hfge

She will also be the first woman to lead any service branch of the Australian military
(Army, Navy, Air Force).

ag 3forars J=T 9ot I o) Y Aar TRAT BT Afed B aTell Ugelt Afgelr Ht & |

The appointment comes amid allegations of systematic sexual harassment and
discrimination in the Australian defence force — a class-action lawsuit was filed.

g fAgfar 3RS Y8 aet H caferd A1 3cdieg 31R WeHTd & 3TRIUI & &1d g8 — U dolrd-
TR YeheHT AR |

Women currently make up only 21% of Australian defence force and 18.5% of senior
leadership roles; target is 25% overall participation by 2030.

HIGATY T H 3T eaTE 36T I BT bad 21% 3R aReS Aq YfABI31 BT 18.5% dA1d1 &; A8
2030 d%F 25% T U] |

PM Anthony Albanese called it a "historic moment"; Defence Minister Richard Marles

called it "deeply significant."
PM U2t 31edT-Ist 7 39 "QfdgTad aror" er; 38 Hl as Aret 7 "TeTE A Heaaquf” adm|



History | gfdg/a

Australian Military history: Australian Army established 1901 with Federation; fought
WWI (Gallipoli — iconic); WWII (Pacific Theatre); Korean, Vietnam wars; Afghanistan,
Iraqg.

3foiaTs A= sfdgr™: 1901 ® emfua; WWI (Feialet — Udidbredds); WWIIL (Sr2fid) |

Women in wartime: Women served as nurses in WWI; WWII expanded roles; full
combat exclusion only lifted gradually — Australia lifted all combat role restrictions for
women in 2016.

GBI AfgeTy: WWI H 33F; WWII H fawatRa fAey; siiefaar 1 2016 # 9+ ag1d yfAwT
EIGERE

India's women in military history: Women served as nurses historically; Women's
Military Service Corps established 1947; Indian Army Medical Corps — women,; first
female pilots in IAF (1994 as Short Service Commission officers); combat roles recently
expanding.

WRAR A< fdera ¥ AigdTg: 1947 ¥ afgd 3= JaT1BR; IAF ¥ Ugel! 4fgelr graere (1994) |



Australia's political system: Federal constitutional monarchy (King Charles III as
head of state via Governor-General); Westminster parliamentary system; PM is
executive head; bicameral parliament (Senate + House of Representatives).
Tegferan Y It e HoTTet: W Hdurfes st (BT are 111); dRefAees HHea qoTTe |
India's women in armed forces — landmark judgments:

« Babita Puniya vs UOI (2020): SC ordered Permanent Commission for

women officers in Indian Army across all departments — not just
medical/legal.

» KalpanaRao vs UOL: Women in NDA — SC ordered admission of women to
NDA (2021).

o dfeargfATEA™ UOI (2020): SC A HRAI JAT H Afge srfaiiial & foig wumht wHed
BT 32|
o HiEAT3N BTNDA A Hd2r (2021) |

Article 15(3) and Article 16: Special provisions for women's advancement; positive
discrimination allowed.

T 15(3) 3R 3TB< 16: AT B 37T P ey G HTaem; FHRIHS WeHTa Bl 31gAfd |
UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000): Landmark resolution on Women, Peace
and Security — calls for women's participation in all aspects of peace and security,
including military.

UNSC 51d 1325 (2000): Afger, 2rifd 31k grem w fderfae wdra — gram afed @it ugesi d
LIEGIEIE IR LR



Exam Year Question Options w4 Answer
UPSC 2022 The"Quad"or (a) India, USA, Japan, China (b) India, USA,
CSE Quadrilateral (b) India, USA, Japan, Japan, Australia
Prelims Security Dialogue Australia (c) India, UK, USA,
consists of which of Japan (d) India, Australia,
the following China, Japan
countries?
UPSC 2023 AUKUS,asecurity (a) Australia, Ukraine, USA (b)  (b) Australia, UK,
CSE alliance, includes Australia, UK, USA (c) Austria, USA
Prelims which of the UK, USA (d) Australia, UK, UN
following countries?
UPSC 2022 The "Five Eyes" (a) USA, UK, France, Germany, (b) USA, UK,
CSE intelligence alliance Australia (b) USA, UK, Canada, Australia,
Prelims includes: Canada, Australia, New New Zealand
Zealand (c) USA, UK, Israel,
India, Australia (d) USA, UK,
Japan, Australia, Canada
UPSC 2021 Withreference to (a) It is a bilateral exercise (c) Multilateral
CSE "Exercise Malabar", between Indiaand Japan (b) It  naval exercise —
Prelims which of the is held only in the Pacific India, USA, Japan,
following statements  Ocean (c) It is a multilateral Australia
is correct? naval exercise involving

India, USA, Japan, and
Australia (d) Indiais an
observer in this exercise
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UPSC
CSE
Mains
GS-2

SSC
CGL

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

UPSC
CSE
Prelims

2020

2024

2020

2023

2022

2021

In the case of Babita
Puniya vs Union of
India, the Supreme
Court directed:

The capital of
Australia is:

UN Security Council
Resolution 1325
(2000) is related to:

India-Australia ECTA
(Economic
Cooperation and
Trade Agreement)
was signed in which
year?

The India-Australia
bilateral defence
exercise for naval
forces s called:

Women were
admitted to the
National Defence
Academy (NDA) of
India following a
Supreme Court order

(Mains descriptive — no MCQ)

(a) Sydney (b) Melbourne (c)
Canberra (d) Brisbane

(a) Nuclear disarmament (b)
Climate change (c) Women,
Peace and Security (d)
Terrorism financing

(a) 2020 (b) 2021 (c) 2022 (d)
2023

(a) AUSTRAHIND (b) Pitch
Black (¢) AUSINDEX (d)
Malabar

(a) 2019 (b) 2020 (c) 2021 (d)
2022

SC directed
Permanent
Commission for
women army officers
across all
departments, not
limited to
medical/legal

(c) Canberra

(c) Women, Peace

and Security

(c) 2022

(¢) AUSINDEX —
Navy exercise

(c) 2021 —SC
ordered women's
admission to NDA in
August 2021



Consider the following statements about Lt. Gen. Susan Coyle's appointment and

Australia's defence: @fFRAE ST Yoi DI BI fAfer 3R i ferar B e & ar # fAmfefaa
HYAI R faaR &3:

1. Lt. Gen. Susan Coyle will be the first woman to lead the Australian Army and the first
woman to lead any service branch of the Australian military. ®ifR-e S ot B
STEAATS AT BT Igcd B aTed! Tged! Afge 31 3Rferars Jar b fobadt vt T 21 b7 Iged A
dTefl Ugedl Afgelt gl |

2. Women currently make up approximately 30% of the Australian Defence Force. AfgaTq
T H 3RSITATE I&HT T BT T 30% feFaT el 2 |

3. Australiais a member of both the Quad and the AUKUS security arrangements.

3igferar Quad 31k AUKUS &IHT Y& caeiT3ii &1 4 & |

4. A class-action lawsuit has been filed against the Australian Defence Force alleging
failure to protect female officers from systematic sexual harassment. 3R f@ATS 3T g1 B
fd%g Ueh FoiTe-Tare M HeheHT SRR febart 1T 2 ford HigeT iRl o) afeed diF 3cteT 4
e & H fIad &1 IR 2 |

Which of the statements given above are correct?
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Topic

Full Name

Birth

Death

Popular Name

Social Identity

English

Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar

14 April 1891, Mhow (MP)

6 December 1956

Father of Indian Constitution

Dalit leader, reformer

# 2. Education / feram

Aspect English

Schooling Satara & Bombay

Graduation Elphinstone College

Abroad Study Columbia University, London School of

Degrees

Economics

PhD, DSc, Bar-at-Law

&t
=T, Wharrg Imsit sndasa?

14 39 1891, HE (e wa2n)
6 féziar 1956
yRdta dfaem & s3e

fdtd a1 gd TSt YURS

Haw 3tz afd
Trfthee dictst

dieast, sheast, aR-ge-dl



_L 3. Contributions / A&

Field

Constitution

Social Reform

Women Rights

Labour Welfare

Economic Thought

English

Chairman of Drafting Committee

Against caste system, untouchability

Supported equal rights, maternity benefits

8-hour work day, labour laws

Focus on industrialization, state socialism

™ 4. Important Movements [ T 3figle

Movement

Mahad Satyagraha (1927)

Kalaram Temple Entry

Poona Pact (1932)

Depressed Classes Movement

English

Right to water access

Entry of Dalits in temples

Agreement with Gandhi on
reservation

Upliftment of Dalits

f&dt

Tfden waiter afifd & sreaer
STfd werm 3R 3rRgedr & faref
HigaT iRl & arefa

8 € B fEad, o\ B1A

itenfirdstasRor 31k I FHTSIATS

HETS TATE — 3Tl ATBR

Hfez wder st

gfdd 3 3Migad



it 5. Political Career [ J5TAifad sitaa

Aspect English

Party Independent Labour Party
Role First Law Minister of India

Resignation Over Hindu Code Bill issue

€ 6. Important Books | W& G&idb

Book English

Annihilation of Caste Critique of caste system
The Buddha and His Dhamma Buddhism philosophy
Who Were the Shudras? Study of caste origin

7. Religion & Conversion / & ufRad=

Aspect English

Conversion Adopted Buddhism in 1956
Reason Equality, rejection of caste
Followers Lakhs converted with him

fedse daw uef
WIRA & Werd BT Hal

g P faet w2 et

qG IR IT%T e

Yz B &2

&t
1956 W dig & 3rg=rar

IuAar 3k snfa fader

GUAKEUIDIRI I



¥’ 8. Awards & Recognition | T/

Aspect English
Bharat Ratna Awarded in 1990
Ambedkar Jayanti Celebrated on 14 April

& 9. Key Constitutional Contributions | Tdenfaes g™

Feature English

Fundamental Rights Equality, liberty, justice
Directive Principles Welfare state concept
Reservation For SC/ST

Federalism Centre-State balance

f&t
1990 AR IA

14 315 B AT ST &

Agfad shfd/sT=1fd 3MR&oT

et g
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71 4. Ambedkar School in Hungary | Rt # 3lidgdhR Thdl

Aspect English feet

Location Miskolc city fApiod 28R

Purpose Education + empowerment of Roma feremm a gerfaaasor
children

Curriculum Roma history + Ambedkar philosophy T Sfder + 3fidsa: gofq

Impact Higher education & leadership growth 3 feign g Aqca fabr™
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Sawan Barwal Breaks India’s
Oldest Marathon Record







Aspect English fa&at

Event Indian marathon record broken VR AR1eA Repis ger

Athlete Sawan Barwal Td= gdTel

Achievement Broke India’s oldest marathon record HRd BT JgF GRMAT 1R1 Repis drst
Venue Rotterdam Marathon 2026 lezeH TR 2026

Significance Historic milestone in Indian athletics WRATT gerafeay | Rfdgias 3umfe

x, 2. Marathon Basics | TR1e[[ @

Aspect English feat
Distance 42.195 km 42.195 fopdt
Governing Body World Athletics qos Qerafeay
Category Endurance sport Tgerfa Jd

Global Events Olympics, World Championships 3iieifaes, faea Afdaaferg



Aspect

Previous Record Holder

Record Age

New Record

Race Rank

English

Shivnath Singh (1978)

~47 years old

Set by Sawan Barwal

Finished ~20th

! 4. Race Challenges ;aﬁga?rg?ﬁﬁm

Aspect

Weather

Strategy

Problem

Incident

Recovery

English

Strong cold winds

Water poured to cool body

Sudden chilling effect

Fell twice near finish

Completed race despite blackout

f&dt

fera=mer g (1978)
T 47 I QRIAT
I ST gRT 741 Repis

I 2047 FMH

f&dt

dsi 58t garg

?RR &81 A & foig urHt stem
A E &8 BT YHI
fipfer @ gget Y aR R

dgteit & gras[g gls g B



NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC




© 2. Marathon World Record (Men) / fa2a Rep1s (45Y)

Aspect English

Record Holder Kelvin Kiptum (Kenya)

Time 2:00:35

Event Chicago Marathon 2023

Note Fastest official marathon ever

¥ 3. Top 5 Marathon Performances (Men) / 2t 5 A1/ gl

Rank Athlete Country
1 Kelvin Kiptum Kenya
2 Eliud Kipchoge Kenya
3 Kenenisa Bekele Ethiopia
4 Sisay Lemma Ethiopia

) Eliud Kipchoge Kenya

f&dt

Piea g (d=a)

2:00:35

ferepTt A2 2023

31 AP BT Jgd a1 AT

Time

2:00:35

2:01:09

2:01:41

2:01:48

2:01:39

Event

Chicago 2023

Berlin 2022

Berlin 2019

Valencia 2023

Berlin 2018



Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz:

1. Because of personal reasons,
Asha started playback singing at
the age of 10. What was her first
Hindi song recorded for
'‘Chunariya' in 19487 Ans: Saawan
Aaya

2. Name the music director who
helped Asha build a distinct
identity because of his reluctance
to work with her sister Lata in the
1950s and 1960s? Ans: O.P.
Nayyar.

3.1n 2011, Asha was acknowledged
by Guinness World Records as the
most recorded artist in music
history with how many songs in
more than how many languages?
Ans: 11,000 songs in more than
20 languages.

4. In 1997, Asha became the first
Indian singer to get a Grammy
nomination for 'Legacy - 16th-18th
Century Music from India), a

collaborative classical album
recorded with which famous Sarod
great? Ans: Ali Akbar Khan.

5. Name the two Asha songs
sampled by Black Eyed Peas for
their 2005 hit "Don't Phunk With My
Heart". Ans: 'Yeh Mera Dil' and
'Ae Naujawan Hai Sab Kuchh
Yahan'

6. She debuted as a lead actress in
2013 at the age of 79 for a Marathi
film. Name the flick. Ans: 'Mai'

7. For singing in which
Rekha-starrer did Asha win her
maiden National film award and in
which year did she get the
Dadasaheb Phalke Award? Ans:
'Umrao Jaan' and 2000

Visual: Name the song that Asha
and the ace Australian cricketer
Brett Lee crooned together. Ans:
'You're the One for Me'

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan |
Tamanijit Bisla | Dodo Jayaditya | Dil
Bahadur Airee | Vinil Mehta



A quiz on International Day of Human Space Flight, obse

V.V. Ramanan

A

QUESTION #1

On that date, 65 years ago,
Yuri Gagarin became the
first human in space. What
was the name of his
spacecraft and what
Russian word meaning
'Let's go!' or 'We're off!" did
he utter that has become a
tradition among Russian
spacepersons.

A

QUESTION #2

What space first was
achieved by cosmonaut
Alexei Leonov on March 18,
19657

A

QUESTION #3

Name the cosmonaut who
holds the record for the
longest single,

CM

uninterrupted human
spaceflight at 437 days and
18 hours.

A

QUESTION #4

What is the 'Karman Line'
(named after
Hungarian-American
engineer and physicist
Theodore von Karman) in
the context of space
exploration?

A

QUESTION #5

Going to space once is a big
achievement. Jerry Ross and
Franklin Chang-Diaz hold the
record for most spaceflights.
How many?

ke

QUESTION #6

Name the Chinese-built
space station that is the only
live space station apart from
the ISS.

Visual question: Name the Indian Air Force officer seen
with Rakesh Sharma who served as the backup
cosmonaut in 19847 FILE PHOTO
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Word of the day

Nadir:

an extreme state of adversity; the lowest point
of anything

Word of the day

Innocuous:
not injurious to physical or mental health

Synonyms: hardship, rock bottom

Usa g€ The relationship between the two
countries reached a nadir in the 1920s

Pronunciation: /nediar/

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: newsth.live/nadir

Syn ONYMS!I unobjectionable, innocent,
harmless

Usa g€: An innocuous present would be a gift
basket of fruit and snacks.

Pronunciation: /rnokjuss/

International Phonetic
Alp habet: newsth.live/innocuous
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