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• “Time is free, but it’s priceless. You 
can’t own it, but you can use it. You 
can’t keep it, but you can spend it. Once 
it’s lost, you can never get it back.” —
Harvey Mackay









• Meitei: Majority in Imphal valley.

• Kuki-Zo: Dominant in surrounding hill districts.

Ethnic Divide:

• PM’s convoy rerouted due to damaged infrastructure and security threats.

• Buffer zones guarded by central forces.

Security Challenges:

• Governor Ajay Kumar Bhalla flagged encroachment & migration from across 
international borders.

• Stressed on safeguarding state’s demography & resources.

Illegal Migration:



• Dialogue & Unity:

• Called for building a “bridge of harmony” through mutual respect & trust.

• Urged civil society & organisations to promote peace.

• Youth & Aspirations:

• Recognised tribal youth struggles & dreams.

• Promised inclusive solutions.

• National Duty:

• Said safeguarding Manipur’s interest is a duty of both State & Centre.



• About Manipur Violence (2023)

• Trigger: Meitei demand for Scheduled Tribe (ST) status
→ opposed by Kuki tribes.

• Result: Ethnic clashes, mass displacement, internet 
bans, loss of life & property.

• Geographic & Demographic Context

• Population: ~3.1 million.

• Ethnic Composition:

• Meitei: ~53%, mostly in Imphal valley.

• Tribal groups (Naga & Kuki): ~40%, in hill districts.

• Borders Myanmar → issues of migration, insurgency, 
drug trafficking.

• Government Measures

• Deployment of central security forces.

• Relief camps for displaced.

• Peace committees & dialogue initiatives.





What it is?

• A 38 km broad-gauge railway line connecting Bairabi (railhead on Assam 
border) to Sairang (near Aizawl).

• This is part of Indian Railways’ North East connectivity mission under the 
“Act East” policy.

Origin:

• Project sanctioned under the Indian Railways Vision 2020.

• Construction started in phases, with the last section Hortoki–Sairang 
commissioned in June 2025 after CRS safety clearance.



• Objective:

• Provide direct rail access to Aizawl, reducing travel time and logistics cost.

• Improve freight connectivity for essential goods, boosting trade and regional 
integration.

• Fulfil long-standing socio-economic demand of Mizoram under “Transformation of 
North East (TONE)” programme.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressNoteDetails.aspx?NoteId=155194&ModuleId=3


• Key Features:

• Cost: ₹8,000 crore project.

• Engineering Marvel: 48 tunnels (12.85 km total), 55 major and 87 minor bridges.

• Bridge No. 196: 104 m tall — taller than Qutub Minar by 42 m.

• Four Sections: Bairabi–Hortoki, Hortoki–Kawnpui, Kawnpui–Mualkhang, Mualkhang–Sairang.

• 5 road overbridges, 6 road underbridges for smooth traffic movement.

• Passenger trains designed for 100 kmph speed.





















Significance

Encourages FDI + domestic players in 
electronics.

Enhances India’s manufacturing 
ecosystem.

Boosts employment and technology 
transfer.

Contributes to export competitiveness.



• About PLI Scheme

• Launched: 2020, across 14 key sectors (e.g., electronics, pharma, auto, solar, textiles).

• Objective: Incentivise incremental sales of goods manufactured in India.

• Method: Direct cash incentives linked to production levels.

• White Goods Sector

• India’s AC and LED market is expanding rapidly due to urbanisation & energy-efficiency 
demand.

• High reliance on imported components (esp. from China).

• PLI seeks to localise production and reduce trade deficit.





• Record Pendency: SC case backlog at 88,417 cases (2025) – highest ever.

• Breakup:

• Civil cases: 69,553

• Criminal cases: 18,864

• Despite full sanctioned strength of 34 judges, pendency continues to rise.

•

• 2. August 2025 Data

• Cases filed: 7,080

• Cases disposed: 5,667

• Disposal rate: ~80%

• Filing > disposal → net backlog rise.



• . Annual Data (2025)

• Cases filed: 52,630

• Cases disposed: 46,309 (~88%).

• Backlog increasing despite higher disposal efficiency.

•

• 4. Judicial Measures

• CJI B.R. Gavai: Converted summer recess (May–July) into “partial working days.”

• 21 Benches functioned during recess.

• Successive CJIs (D.Y. Chandrachud → Khanna → Gavai) acted swiftly to fill vacancies.

• Collegium urged: SC must function with zero vacancy at all times.

•



• Reasons for Rising Pendency

• Higher institution rate (more cases filed than disposed).

• Complexity of cases (Constitutional, PILs, interstate disputes).

• Impact of COVID-19 pandemic: Delays since 2020 worsened backlog.

• Ever-increasing litigation culture in India.

•

• 6. Implications

• Justice delayed = justice denied → undermines public trust.

• Impacts economic cases, reforms, governance.

• Adds pressure on lower judiciary & tribunals.



• Recommendations

• Strengthen Benches: Constitution of more regular & Constitution Benches.

• Technology: e-Courts, AI-assisted case management, virtual hearings.

• Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR): Mediation, arbitration, Lok Adalats.

• Judicial manpower: Increase judge-to-population ratio (India ~21 judges/million vs US 
~107).

• Process reforms: Strict adjournment rules, case categorisation, fast-tracking.



• Case Pendency in India (2025)

• Supreme Court: ~88,000 cases.

• High Courts: ~62 lakh.

• District & Subordinate Courts: ~4.2 crore.

• Total pendency: ~4.9 crore cases.

• Judicial Strength

• SC sanctioned strength: 34 judges.

• Judge-to-population ratio: India – ~21 per million; global avg – ~50 per 
million.

• Article 142

• Empowers SC to pass orders for “complete justice” – but pendency 
weakens delivery.









Annual output:

• 48,900 tonnes ethanol.

• 11,000 tonnes acetic acid.

• 19,000 tonnes furfural.

• 31,000 tonnes food-grade CO₂.

Expected impact:

• ₹200 crore boost to Assam’s rural economy.

• Benefit for local farmers & tribal communities (procurement of bamboo).

• Employment generation & rural livelihood support.



• Strategic Importance

• Energy Security:

• India spends billions on energy imports.

• Ethanol blending supports Atmanirbhar Bharat.

• Deep-Water Exploration & Renewables:

• Govt also investing in offshore hydrocarbons & solar energy.

• Part of integrated energy diversification strategy.

• Policy Shift:

• Earlier: Bamboo classified as a “tree,” restricting cutting.

• Now: Reclassified as a “grass” under Indian Forest Act amendments (2017) → easier 
farmer participation.



Ethanol Blending 
Program (EBP):

• Target: 20% blending by 
2025-26.

• Reduces import bill & 
emissions.

North-East Development:

• Assam → petroleum hub 
via Numaligarh Refinery.

• Bamboo industry → 
major rural economic 
driver.



• Bamboo in India

• India: 2nd largest bamboo producer after China.

• North-East states account for >60% of India’s bamboo reserves.

• Bioethanol Advantages

• Cleaner burning fuel → reduces CO₂, CO, SO₂ emissions.

• Promotes circular economy (zero-waste).

• Supports Paris Climate Agreement commitments.

• Related Initiatives

• National Bio-Energy Mission.

• SATAT (Sustainable Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation) scheme for CBG & 
biofuels.









SAMBHAV Secures Military 
Communicati



India has made leap in defence technology with the 
deployment of SAMBHAV, its first fully indigenous 
secure mobile communication system. 

This development was prominently showcased during 
Operation Sindoor in 2025. ‘

The Indian Army used SAMBHAV-enabled smartphones 
instead of foreign apps, ensuring secure and encrypted 
communication free from external surveillance. 

This marks a milestone in India’s journey towards 
technological sovereignty and digital security in 
defence.



What is SAMBHAV?

Launched in 2023, 
SAMBHAV is India’s first 

secure mobile 
communication platform 
designed specifically for 

defence use.

It operates independently of 
commercial networks and 

supports real-time 
connectivity through 5G-

enabled devices.

The system uses multi-layer 
encryption to prevent 

hostile surveillance or cyber-
attacks.

Its core application, M-
Sigma, offers encrypted 

messaging, file sharing, and 
multimedia exchange.

SAMBHAV is network-
agnostic, meaning it works 

securely across different 
communication 

infrastructures without 
compromising data integrity.



Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) Summit, 
2027



Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif announced that 
Pakistan will host the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

Summit in 2027 and has 
directed authorities to begin 
preparations in Islamabad. 

The next SCO summit is 
scheduled to take place in 2026 

in Bishkek



• Establishment & Headquarters:

• Established: June 15, 2001, in Shanghai, 
China.

• Charter Signed: 2002 (St. Petersburg), 
entered into force on 19 September 2003.

• Headquarters: Beijing, China.



Membership:

• 10 Full Members: China, Russia, 
India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
Iran, Belarus (latest).

• 2 Observer States: Afghanistan, 
Mongolia.

Annual Rotation:

• The Chairmanship of the SCO 
rotates annually among member 
states, following the Russian 
alphabetical order of country 
names.

• The member holding the 
Chairmanship hosts the Council 
of Heads of State (CHS) 
Summit that year.



Gandhi Sagar Wildlife 
Sanctuary



• Madhya Pradesh has initiated a cheetah mating programme in Gandhi Sagar Wildlife 
Sanctuary to create a second viable home for cheetahs after Kuno National Park.





• What It Is?

• A protected sanctuary known for its rich biodiversity and mixed deciduous forests.

• Location: Situated on the northern boundary of Mandsaur and Neemuch districts, 
Madhya Pradesh, adjoining Rajasthan.

• Established: Notified in 1974 and expanded in 1983.

• Geography: Spread over 368.62 sq. km, bisected by the Chambal River, with grasslands 
and dry forests — ideal cheetah habitat.

• Flora & Fauna:

• Dominated by Khair, Salai, Kardhai, Tendu, Palash trees.

• Fauna includes chinkara, sambar, nilgai, leopard, wild dog, otter, 
peacock and mugger crocodile.



Government Announced Annual 
Licensing Policy for Cultivation of 
Opium Poppy



• The annual licensing policy for opium cultivation is announced under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Rules, 1985.

• About

• India is the world’s only country legally producing opium gum for medicinal and scientific 
purposes under the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

• Cultivation is strictly regulated by the Central Bureau of Narcotics (CBN) under the 
Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance.

• States permitted: Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh (specific notified tracts).



Conditions:

• Farmers must obtain a license each year.

• Required to achieve Minimum Qualifying Yield (MQY) of morphine content in latex.

• Entire produce must be tendered to CBN; government fixes procurement price

Opium and derived alkaloids (morphine, codeine, thebaine) are critical 
for palliative care, pain management, and essential narcotic drugs



F404-IN20 Engine



• Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) has ordered 99 F404-IN20 
engines from the US firm GE Aerospace for the LCA Mk-1A fighter 
aircraft.

• India signed a contract in 2021 with GE for F404-IN20 engines for 
HAL to use in the Tejas Mk1A.

• About F404-IN20

• The F404-IN20 is a variant of the GE (General Electric) F404 family of 
afterburning turbofan engines. It is tailored for India’s LCA Tejas 
Mk1/Mk1A fighter jets.

• It is the highest thrust version in the F404 line.



Disaster Risk Index (DRI)



• Himachal Pradesh CM urged reframing of the Disaster Risk Index (DRI), arguing the 
Himalayan region faces unique hazards not captured adequately.

• Disaster Risk Index (DRI)

• The Disaster Risk Index (DRI) generally refers to a measure combining hazard 
exposure, vulnerability, and capacity/resilience of geographic units.

•



In India, the DRI is used to identify which states/UTs are most 
vulnerable to disasters — not just based on natural hazards but 
also:

• how many people are exposed,

• how much population/agriculture/economy might be affected, infrastructure 
preparedness, etc.

Prepared by the 15th Finance Commission (2017–2025).



14 hazard types considered: Earthquake, Cyclone, Flood, 
Drought, Landslide, Tsunami, Avalanche, Heat Wave, Cold Wave, 
Coastal Erosion, Forest Fire, Fire, Industrial Hazards, Lightning.

The indices are worked out at the district (census district) level 
(640 districts, per Census 2011) and then aggregated to State/UT 
level.





Thank you ☺


