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Centre Sets Aside X57,381 Crore to Address 'Global Headwinds'

INDIA Bloc MPs Submit Notice in Parliament for Removal of Chief Election Commissioner
Paid Menstrual Leave May Hurt Women's Careers: SC

Maharashtra Govt Tables Controversial Anti-Conversion Bill

Tehran: Will Allow Indian Ships to Pass; Modi Says Iran a Friend

U.S. Bombs Kharg Island; Iran Hits Back — Rising Tensions in West Asia

' Red Alert: Investors Lose X34 Lakh Crore in 2 Weeks of West Asia War

' Shantanu Narayen, Longtime CEO of Adobe, to Exit Amid Al Disruption

Atomic Clock on NavlIC Satellite Calls Time; ISRO's 'GPS' Weakens




“Late-night study sessions
are the silent negotiations
between dreams and effort.”
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Centre sets aside ¥57,.381 crore
to address ‘global headwinds’
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INDIA bloc MPs submit notice in Parliament
for removal of Chief Election Commissioner
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Centre sets aside 357,381 crore
to address ‘global headwinds’

Lok Sabha clears grant with around 2 lakh crore cash outgo; the ‘Economic Stabilisation Fund' from supplementary grants

will provide fiscal space amid global uncertainties, including ‘unanticipated supply chain disruptions, say Finance Minister

T.C.A. d
NEW DELHI

avan

mid the $100-per-
barrel oil shock
and fears of energy
shortage and supply chain
disruptions arising out the
West Asia conflict, the
Centre has allocated
357,381 crore for an Eco-
nomic Stabilisation Fund
that would provide it fiscal
space to address global
headwinds, including “the
recent crisis or unantici-
pated supply chain disrup-
tions”, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in
the Lok Sabha on Friday.
She was replying to the
debate on the Second Sup-
plementary Demand for
Grants the government
placed before Parliament.
The Lok Sabha on Fri-
day passed the Centre’s de-
mand for a net cash outgo
of 2.01 lakh crore, includ-

Emergency
response

The Lok Sabha on Friday
passed the Centre's
Second Supplementary
Demand for Grants

@

the point that

the proposed Economic
Stabilisation Fund will
provide fiscal headroom to
allow India to respond to

I want to highlight

= Approval sought for gross
additional expenditure of
around ¥2.81 lakh crore

. Say |;1gs and receibls
aggregates to around
80,000 crore

= Around ¥2.01 lakh crore
net cash outgo for
additional expenditures

ing the ¥57,381-crore allo-
cation. Ms. Sitharaman
said the Centre would
meet its fiscal deficit target
for 2025-26 even after tak-
ing these fresh allocations
into consideration. The
Centre had sought appro-
val for spending around
¥2.81 lakh crore extra in
the current fiscal. With ad-

the global headwinds

NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN &
Union Finance
Minister

v

ditional receipts of around
¥80,000 crore estimated in
the supplementary, the net
additional cash spending
will be ¥2.01 lakh crore.

‘Strong framework’

The Minister said policy in-
itiatives undertaken post
COVID-19 “made sure that
the economy recovered

well” and helped the go-
vernment strengthen the
macroeconomic  frame-
work.

This has enabled the
country to absorb econom-
ic shocks without deviating
from the fiscal consolida-
tion roadmap, she said.

“But I want to highlight
the point that the pro-
posed Economic Stabilisa-
tion Fund will provide fis-
cal headroom to allow
India to respond to the glo-
bal headwinds, such as the
recent crisis, unanticipat-
ed supply chain disrup-
tions, unexpected shocks
to sub-sectors in the Indian
economy and any other
event that may have signifi-
cant fiscal implications,”
Ms. Sitharaman said.

She added that the extra
expenditure would not en-
tail the Centre’s fiscal defi-
cit target being missed.

In her Budget speech on

February 1, Ms. Sithara-
man had stated that the go-
vernment was targeting a
fiscal deficit target of 4.4%
of India’s GDP.

“I wish to reiterate that
with all these extras that
we are coming up with,
whether it is technical sup-
plementaries or cash sup-
plementaries, [ don’t want
any Member of Parliament
to wonder if I will be able
to reach the fiscal deficit
number that I have said
while placing the Budget,”
Ms. Sitharaman said on
Friday.

“The commitment given
to this House, inclusive of
the second supplementary
demand for grants, will be
within the fiscal deficit tar-
get that had been present-
ed in this Parliament on Fe-
bruary 1, 2026,” she added.

‘SLIGHT CONCERN’
» PAGE 4



1. Economic Stabilisation Fund Allocation (57,381 crore)

3Tfefep fReRiasRuT By (57,381 BRAS) 3MTded

e The Government of India has allocated 57,381 crore to create an Economic Stabilisation Fund to
tackle global economic uncertainties.
YR IRBR A dfeads 3nfeles srfAfedddnsii & fAuea & faw 57,381 RIS &1 3i1felds RRRIBRUT BIY g1 &1
URdTd 3T &

e The proposal was cleared through the Second Supplementary Demand for Grants in the Lok Sabha.
I YT wiiehaMT A f§da 31UR® 31gH HiTT (Second Supplementary Demand for Grants) & ATeIH 3
uTRa fopam |

» The fund will provide fiscal space (budgetary flexibility) to manage unexpected economic shocks.

Ig BN IASTRINIRT daiedrdd (Fiscal Space) TS &1 dlfds 3T 3114 T 3Tfefds siedh! J fAuer 311 s |




2. Emergency Fiscal Response
TUTdBTe1 ATh IS Ufdafdsar

(A) Financial Details
fa<ita faaRor

e Gross additional expenditure approved: ¥2.81 lakh crore
Titpd Bl AfdRad TI: ¥2.81 6Rd Bl

e Estimated savings and receipts: 80,000 crore
HAHTT gad Td gifcdai: 80,000 &8

¢ Net additional cash outgo: 22.01 lakh crore
oG AfdRad qebg TI: ¥2.01 6RA BRAS

(B) Fiscal Target
ARSI T8

e Government reiterated commitment to maintain fiscal deficit target of 4.4% of GDP (2025-26).

IRPBR 4 2025-26 A GDP & 4.4% &b ASTBIST €1e & (18T Bl d-18 R4 i Ufddgdl gIes |



3. Why the Fund Was Needed
UE BN T ATITD &

(A) Global Economic Headwinds

dfeaes anfefes aemy
e Oil price volatility (near $100 per barrel)
da diFdl | 3fRERAT (@M 100 sTeR wfd &)
e Supply chain disruptions due to West Asia conflict
gfean eferar e & BRUT TS ST qremd
» Energy security concerns
Hat1 JR& B faarg

« Inflationary pressures worldwide

dfedae HaRWBIfd gama

(B) Domestic Economic Impact

B, 3nTfefds YT

» Possible increase in import bill
srmd fare & Shifae afg
» Pressure on current account deficit (CAD)
o], [T €1E W a1
» Fiscal spending needed to protect growth and stability

fawry 3R RERaT 9ATT 3R 8 WHBR Td &Y raAdmal



Year
1991

2008

2020

2026

Event

Economic Crisis

Global Financial Crisis

COVID-19 Pandemic

Economic Stabilisation Fund
proposal

ICERU|
YR D! IMF I T1adl o1 el

mlﬂ?‘crfrmﬁﬂﬁ TiedTeT Uobol

220 ARG HIS BT ATHAFAHR HRA
BEgS

dfye siffaanet § Foe gq
TPy




6. Political Significance
ASTHIfdd HEd

« Demonstrates government preparedness for global economic shocks.

dfedads anfefes gredh! & fAT WRBR B dart &) geifar 2|

* Helps maintain investor confidence in India's fiscal stability.
HRA ol AT fRRAT UR fAdere) o1 faeary aa1e 3@ar 21
e Strengthens India's macroeconomic governance.

YRA & YA 3M1fels AT B H3igd BdT 2|

7. Economic Significance
3nfefes Hged

» Ensures counter-cyclical fiscal policy capability.
aghfaieit ATRIST Fifd @1 B Y &rmar SdT 21

» Helps stabilise growth, inflation and investment environment.
fawra, garhifd 3k fAder arararor & ReR 3@ # AEg &Rdl 2|

* Enhances resilience of the Indian economy during global crises.

dfedep Tehel &b SR YR 3refaraze &t Higadt derdr 2|



* Consider the following statements regarding the Economic
Stabilisation Fund:

* It was proposed through the Second Supplementary Demand for
Grants.

* It aims to provide fiscal space to manage global economic shocks.
e The allocation announced for the fund is 57,381 crore.
 Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B.2 and 3 only
C.1,2and3
D.“1 only



INDIA bloc MPs submit notice in Parliament
for removal of Chief Election Commissioner

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The INDIA bloc MPs on Fri-
day submitted a notice in
both the Houses of Parlia-
ment seeking the removal
of Chief Election Commis-

sioner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar.
This is the first time that

such a notice has been for-
mally submitted in Parlia-
ment.

The 10-page notice lists
seven charges against Mr.
Kumar - ranging from
“partisan and discrimina-
tory conduct in office” to
“deliberate obstruction of
investigation of electoral
fraud”, and “mass disen-
franchisement”.

Opposition parties have
accused the CEC of aiding
the ruling BJP on several

Lo

The rules require at least 50 MPs to sign the notice if it is moved in
the Rajya Sabha and 100 if moved in the Lok Sabha. anI

occasions, particularly
during the special inten-
sive revision (SIR), which
they allege is being used to
benefit the ruling party.
They have cited examples
from West Bengal, Bihar,
and other States where the
SIR has been done.

The Trinamool Con-
gress is considering releas-
ing the transcript of its de-
legation’s meeting with the
Election Commission on
February 2. After that
meeting, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee had told reporters

that Mr. Kumar had “humi-
liated” the delegation.

Article 324(5) of the
Constitution states: “Pro-
vided that the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner shall
not be removed from his
office except in like man-
ner and on the like
grounds as a Judge of the
Supreme Court and the
conditions of service of the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner shall not be varied
to his disadvantage after
his appointment.”

Under the Judges (Inqui-
ry) Act, 1968, if notices for
such a motion are submit-
ted in both Houses on the
same day, no inquiry com-
mittee may be constituted
unless the motion is admit-
ted in both Houses.

Once admitted, a com-
mittee must be constituted

jointly by the Speaker of
the Lok Sabha and the
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha.

The rules require at
least 50 MPs to sign the
notice if it is moved in the
Rajya Sabha and 100 if
moved in the Lok Sabha.
The Opposition’s notice ex-
ceeds these requirements,
with 130 signatures in the
Lok Sabha and 63 in the
Rajya Sabha.

According to sources,
the Trinamool Congress,
which spearheaded the ef-
fort, debated whether to
move the notice in only
one House.

“[But] Opposition mem-
bers of both Houses want-
ed to sign the notice to re-
gister their protest against
the CEC’s recent actions,” a
senior leader said.




« MPs of the INDIA opposition bloc submitted a notice in both Houses of Parliament seeking the
removal of Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar.
INDIA faugit Tade/d & JiFgl A JAE b g1 el H HE AT A dd A0 AR Bl geM & fag Fifca
f&am

« This is the first time in Indian parliamentary history that such a formal notice has been submitted.
HRA et sfdgr & ugdl aR 33 YR &1 situailRes Aifed fear mar g1
* The notice reportedly contains seven charges against the CEC.

29 Afeq A CEC & &% d1d 3RY 9d1¢ 7T 2

2. Allegations Mentioned in the Notice
Fifed & @Y ¢ 3ARY

» Alleged partisan and discriminatory conduct in office.
PrRIfea # yeraraqof Td AeHTaquf &agR &1 AR |

« Alleged obstruction in investigation of electoral fraud.
gATaT eETErSt &Y STTg A QTT ST BT 3R]

« Accusation of facilitating mass disenfranchisement of voters.
HAaerdiait & a2 GaA uR HaTfeieR @ dfad B3 &1 3R]

» |ssues raised regarding Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Hagrdr gt & fa2hy mga gaA811 (SIR) Bl dabr faarg|



3. Parliamentary Procedure for Removal of CEC
H gATd 3Yerd bl gSIA I AT fcha

Constitutional Provision
gaenfads vraem
o Article 324(5) of the Constitution protects the independence of the Election Commission.

Tfden o1 3 324(5) TATT RN &t Tad=ar JfAfedd b &l

e The Chief Election Commissioner can be removed only in the same manner and on the same

grounds as a Supreme Court judge.

T TG YR D1 Pbelet 3T HighAT 3R ITER R AT ST HebdT 8 514 JHIH BIE P =ATATefier bl geran
ST 8l



Step

Process
Notice signed by MPs
Minimum signatures required

Motion admitted by presiding
officers

Inquiry committee formed

Parliament votes on removal

s& dd

SHECH KCHG
YeeRTubFY

FFEE 2 A3 IB TESTHF

=& AP UFT
33T THRTH



Feature Detail AN

Constitutional Article Article 324 BT 324
Appointment President of India 3oE
Removal of CEC Like Supreme Court Judge &#%eXd %ﬂ@lﬁqdm@ okl

On recommendation of

Removal of ECs CEC CEC 5@ % Ul £

\ /




Step Stage / Process Detailed Explanation Constitutional / Legal Basis

A removal motion must be initiated by Members of
1 Notice of Motion Parliament. The motion should contain specific
charges such as proved misbehaviour or incapacity.

Minimum Signatures The motion must be signed by: 100 MPs in Lok Sabha

Judges Inquiry Act 1968 (same
procedure as SC judge)

2 Required OR 50 MPs in Rajya Sabha. Parliamentary rules
. The signed notice is submitted to the Speaker of Lok

Submission to . . . .
3 . . Sabha or Chairman of Rajya Sabha depending on Parliamentary procedure

Presiding Officer e

where it is introduced.
. The Speaker/Chairman examines the motion. They

Admission or . . o : : - :

4 Reiection may accept or reject the motion after preliminary Discretion of presiding officer
J scrutiny.

c Forma'Flon of Inquiry If admltted, a t.hree-r.'nember inquiry committee is Judges Inquiry Act 1968

Committee constituted to investigate the charges.
5 Composition of The committee includes: 1. A Supreme Court Judge 2. Judges Inquiry Act

Committee A Chief Justice of High Court 3. A distinguished jurist



10

11

Investigation of
Charges

Committee Report

Parliamentary
Debate

Special Majority
Voting

Presidential Order

The committee conducts a detailed investigation

into allegations against the CEC and gives the Principles of natural justice
accused a chance to defend himself.

The committee submits its report to Parliament

stating whether charges are proved or not Parliamentary procedure
proved.

If charges are proved, both Houses of Parliament
debate the motion for removal.

Removal requires special majority in both
Houses: ¢ Majority of total membership of the  Article 124(4) procedure
House ® Two-thirds majority of members present applied

and voting

After Parliament passes the motion in both

Houses, the President of India issues the order Constitution of India
removing the CEC from office.

Constitution



* Consider the following statements regarding
the Chief Election Commissioner of India:

* The CEC is appointed by the President of
India.

e The CEC can be removed in the same manner
as a Supreme Court judge.

e Other Election Commissioners can be
removed by the President on recommendation
of the CEC.

 Which of the above statements are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and 3

D. 1 only
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Paid menstrual leave may
hurt women’s careers: SC

CJ1 distinguishes between creating a legally enforceable statutory right and a spontaneous act or

policy from employers towards their women employees; court encourages voluntary initiatives

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday ex-
pressed apprehen-

sions that a law making
paid leave during men-
strual pain compulsory
may damage the careers of
young women and deprive
them of equal
opportunities.

“The moment you intro-
duce this as a law and
make it a compulsory con-
dition, you may not be able
to assess the amount of
damage you may do to
their career. Nobody may
give them big responsibili-
ties. In judicial services,
people may not assign
trials to them,” Chief Jus-
tice of India Surya Kant,
heading a Bench compris-
ing Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi, voiced doubts.

The court, at the same
time, encouraged “volun-
tary” initiatives in this re-
gard by States like Odisha,
Karnataka, and Kerala,

We see from the rights’

regime, but look at it
also from the business model.
Will an employer be happy
with the competing claims
from the other gender?

JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI
Judge, Supreme Court

which give leave to stu-
dents in State-run universi-
ties and institutions up to
60 days annually for men-
strual pain, and private
entities.

Chief Justice Kant distin-
guished between creating
a legally enforceable statu-
tory right and a spontane-
ous act or policy from em-
ployers towards their
women employees.

Plea seeks directions

The court was hearing a
petition filed by advocate
Shailendra Mani Tripathi
seeking a direction to the
government to enact a un-
iform law for paid men-

strual pain leave to work-
ing women and students in
consonance with their fun-
damental right to dignity
under Article 21 of the Con-
stitution. Mr. Tripathi said
a judicial order was neces-
sary to fill up this legal va-
cuum in the Maternity Be-
nefit Act, 1961.

Mr. Tripathi said various
private entities and NLIU
Bhopal and MNLU Auran-
gabad had implemented
menstrual leave policies.
Punjab University has also
approved and granted
menstrual leave to the stu-
dents.

Justice Bagchi said the
court was in principle in

complete agreement with
the petitioner’s cause, and
the “cause for affirmative
action was recognised”.
But it had to keep an eye
on the “practical reality of
the job market”. “We see
from the rights’ regime,
but look at it also from the
business model. Will an
employer be happy with
the competing claims from
the other gender?” Justice
Bagchi asked.

Mr. Tripathi’s petition
had stressed the fact that
India had signed and rati-
fied the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Wo-
men (CEDAW), which re-
cognises the need for non-
discriminatory practices
and for treating women
with dignity.

“Countries like the Unit-
ed Kingdom, Wales, China,
Japan, Taiwan, Indonesia,
South Korea and Zambia
have different policies or
laws on the grant of men-
strual leave,” the petition
had said.



The Menstrual Cycle
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1. What is the Menstrual Cycle
HIfA® o ok I8

« The menstrual cycle is the monthly biological cycle in females that prepares the body for pregnancy.
HIfdas enf T Afgansi & @R aren Mfde Afdew a2 5t eRR & mieror & fag dar war 2 |

» Average duration: 28 days (range 21-35 days).
3ftad srafer: 28 G (21-35 &7 amm=a) |

« Controlled by the hypothalamus-pituitary—ovarian hormonal axis.

IE geutdaRa-faegedt-3itadt gmfa wonet gr fAifid gar &1

2. Hormones Involved in Menstrual Cycle

HIfG® T5h A WHE g

Hormone Source Function

FSH (Follicle Stimulating Hormone) Pituitary gland Stimulates ovarian follicle development
LH (Luteinizing Hormone) Pituitary gland Triggers ovulation

Estrogen Ovaries Builds uterine lining

Progesterone Corpus luteum (ovary) Maintains uterine lining for pregnancy



3. Phases of Menstrual Cycle and Hormonal Changes
wifde enf a & wror 3k gt aRRad

Phase Days Hormonal Change Key Events

Menstrual Phase Day 1-5 Estrogen & progesterone low Shedding of uterine lining
Follicular Phase Day 1-13 FSH and estrogen rise Follicle development

Ovulation Phase Day 14 LH surge Egg released from ovary
Luteal Phase Day 15-28 Progesterone high Uterus prepared for pregnancy

4. Hormonal Changes and Behavioural Effects

gl uftad= 3R @ragr & agama

Phase Hormonal Pattern Behaviour | Psychological Changes
Menstrual Phase Low estrogen & progesterone Fatigue, irritability, low energy
Follicular Phase Rising estrogen Increased focus, better mood
Ovulation Phase Peak estrogen & LH Higher confidence, social behaviour

Luteal Phase High progesterone Mood swings, anxiety, cravings



5. Premenstrual Syndrome (PMS)
g3 fagm

« PMS occurs 1-2 weeks before menstruation.

PMS H1ifde & & 1-2 HEIE Uga gXdT 21

Common symptoms:

Physical Psychological
Headache Mood swings
Bloating Anxiety
Fatigue Irritability
Breast tenderness Depression

6. Biological Mechanism Behind Behaviour Changes
@AER URad &1 Sifdd BRoT

1. Estrogen increases serotonin activity in the brain = improves mood.
TS At § SN agiar &, 5 Hg g g &1

2. Progesterone affects GABA neurotransmitters - relaxation or mood instability.
WIS GABA RRIgiHIER & y9Ifdd &3ar 2|

3. Hormonal fluctuations affect sleep, appetite and emotions.

gt uRad i, y@ 3k wraanait &) yaifad & 2



e The Supreme Court observed that making paid menstrual leave mandatory by law may negatively
impact women's career prospects.
JUTH BIE 1 Bel fob A & TaehTRl Bl BIfA gRI MfFar a1 AfZA131l &b BRI IR ThRIHD YT ST
JBar s |

 The Court emphasized the difference between a legally enforceable statutory right and voluntary
employer policies.
37qToTd A WIAT 3fEHR 3R fAdtadsi gr1 WS @ Hifaal & dfa siar &) T fda

e The Court encouraged voluntary initiatives by employers and states instead of compulsory

legislation.

31GTeTd A 3ffAard B ot g fAad13it 3ik I gRT Widd ugd & Mcirfad faa



2. Key Observations by Supreme Court
JuitH BIE &I ugE fewforar
 Making menstrual leave compulsory could create discrimination in hiring women.
3 fFarf gaM A Afgensi & vdf & WeWTd 96 JhdT 2 |
 Employers may hesitate to hire women due to additional workplace obligations.
sifaRerm forieIRal & wRoT AT Afgesi & Aied 43 A fdas aHa & |
e Policy decisions must consider economic and workplace realities.

Aifd famfor & 3nfefe 31k BrRizerd &b ardfdedarsil &) = / &A1 g

e The court acknowledged that menstrual pain leave aligns with dignity and health rights under

Article 21.
31eTeTd A HAT fds AIfdas e 3raesrer 31 e 21 & dgd TRAT 31k TR 3SR A TR |



Aspect Explanation FAAR

~

| —Ri | e 21 - > >
Fundamental Right Article 21 —Right to life R B&¢ &S Y

and dignity USERSETS T R STeT
Petition Filed By Advocate Shailendra AR A - g;l;g e §
Mani Tripathi BT

Uniform national law for TH&ES [WERIASIC U

Demand
menstrual leave 1256 DIEELS




4. Difference Between Legal Right and Voluntary Policy

BT AfrBR 3R WiB® Afd &1 3R

Factor Statutory Right Voluntary Policy
Implementation Mandatory by law Employer decision
Flexibility Limited Flexible

Business Impact Higher compliance burden Business-friendly
Risk Hiring discrimination Lower

5. Existing Examples in India

WRd | HIS[aT IgTE0T

Institution / State Policy

Odisha Government Menstrual leave for women employees

Kerala Menstrual leave for university students

Karnataka Discussions on workplace menstrual policies

Punjab University Leave grantr & ‘o female students

N



Country
Japan
South Korea
Indonesia
Talwan

Zambia

Policy

Menstrual leave allowed since 1947

Mont

nly menstrual leave policy

TwWO C

Up to

ays menstrual leave

three menstrual leave days

“Mother’s Day” leave policy



Bihar: First Indian state KeralaRerigdiieavaiion Zomato/ Class24: Private

— 2 days/month
menstrual leave for govt
employees (1992)

university students

(2023); Karnataka:

voluntary employer
guidelines

sector pioneer — 10 -
12days/year menstrual
leave

Vishaka Guidelines National Policy for
(1997): SC filling Women 2016: Endorses

legislative vacuum on safe, dignified work

workplace harassment — conditions; gender-
similar judicial activism responsive employment




Consider the following statements regarding menstrual leave policy:

1. The Supreme Court stated that mandatory menstrual leave law may impact women's employment

opportunities.
2. The Court encouraged voluntary policies instead of compulsory legislation.

3. Menstrual leave policies already exist in some countries such as Japan and South Korea.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and 3
D. 1only



Tehran: Will allow Indian ships
to pass; Modi says Iran a friend

Reports: 2 ShipS FRIDAY RALLY IN TEHRAN TARGETED

Carrying Gas
Crossed Strait

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In his phone con-
versation with Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian late
Thursday, PM Modl stressed
that India is
Iran’s friend and
that his govt will
doall itcantoad- ||
vance diplomacy
as escalation is

FULL COVERAGE
Pages 2, 6,10-13

not in anyone’s interest. This
istheclosest Indiahascometo
expressing solidarity with
Tehran, which said Friday it
would allow Indian ships safe
passage through the Strait of
Hormuz, after the war broke
out with US-Israel attacks and
Iranian reprisals,

The Iranian president also

Photo: NYY

> Six crew members aboard
a US refuelling aircraft killed
after it crashed over western
Iraq on Thursday

> India facilitated return

of nearly 100 members of
the crew of Iranian ship IRIS
Lavan, which docked at Kochi
on March 4, say sources

» Explosion rocks an area

on Friday for an annual rally
to support Palestinians. No
immediate reports of casualties

» Sensex drops 1,471 pts

or 1.9% to settle at 74,564.

“Smoke continues to billowina
Beirut neighbourhood 24 hours
after an Israeli strike on Thursday

in 2 weeks of West Asia war

> Rupee closes at 92.46
after touching a record low of
92.48 against dollar

appreciated India’s “balanced
and constructive positions™ on
international issues and its ef-
forts to reduce tensions.
Iranian ambassador Mo-
hammad Fathali answered in
the affirmative when asked if
Tehran would let India-flag-
ged shipscrossthe Strait. “Yes,
because India is our friend.
You will see it within 2-3 hours.
We believe India and Iran sha-

re common interests in the re-
gion,” Fathali said Friday eve-
ning. Twenty-eight Indian
shipsarestranded in the Persi-
an Gulf because of the Iranian
blockade of the Strait.

There were reports late
Friday that Iran had allowed
two India-flagged ships car-
rying gas tocross the Strait.

pContinuedon P 11

Drone strike in
Oman takes
Indian toll to 5

New Delhi: Two Indian natio-
nals were killed and 10 others
injured in a drone strike in an
industrial area in Oman'’s So-
har province Friday, taking
the total number of Indian ca-
sualties in the ongoing war in
West Asia tofive.

Oman News Agency repor-
ted that two drones crashed in
Sohar, one striking the Al-
Awahi industrial area, resul-
tinginthe deaths of two expat-
riates and several injuries,
and the other crashing in an
openarea, causingnodamage.

Jointsecretary (Gulf) inex-
ternal affairs ministry, Aseem
Mahajan, confirmed the kil-
lings. “We express our deepest
condolences... Of the 11 inju-
red, 10 are Indians. Five have
been discharged and the
othersarereceiving treatment
inlocal hospitals,” he said.

pContinuedonP 11



Iran assured India that Indian ships will be allowed safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz amid

escalating tensions in West Asia.

ufedd Tferm B g6d a1 & € 39 A HRd Y 31MRara+ 3 fb WAt STersil &1 81s1 siasHeHed 3
JRferd R4 f&ar s

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a phone conversation with Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian

emphasizing India’s balanced diplomacy.
TEMTHAT 4G HIGH A M1 Isgufd AYG BaAfedsd I Bl UR dlddid R HRd &1 Adfeid beAild IR SR |

Reports indicated that two Indian ships carrying gas successfully crossed the Strait after Iran's

assurance.

a1t & AR 1 @ 31138 G R STETsT STHSHBAEY UR 634 H A6 §T|



3. Impact of West Asia Conflict
ufeaw eferan Tad &1 viTa

» Escalation between Iran, Israel and the United States increased regional instability.

M, SIS 3R 3Mf¥eT & dlw aama A &t siferdar 98t

» Several commercial ships were stranded in the Persian Gulf due to security concerns.

IRef fAd13i & BRUT BRY &I TSt A e Tels By Y|

* Around 28 Indian ships were reported stranded earlier due to blockade fears.

TE™ dITTHTT 28 HRAT STETsT BhaA &bl Ta? 2t

4. India's Diplomatic Position
HRd &I BeAfdad ffd

» India maintained a balanced diplomatic stance in the West Asia conflict.

WRd A ufedn g Jay | dqfeid Hetfds $& 3rg-m|

» Focus on de-escalation and protection of Indian economic interests.

d9Td BH B34 3R YRR 3nfele fgal &t 2em v SR

» Ensuring safety of Indian shipping and energy supply routes.

WRAtT 7T 3R 3t smgfd amif &Y JRem gfAfeda oA



5. Economic Impact on India

HIRd UR 31Tfels YT

Oil and Gas Supply
aa 3R g smyfd

e India imports around 85% of its crude oil needs.
WRd 3191 dd 3MTRIBAT BT AT 85% 3T BT &

e Persian Gulf is a major supplier of oil and LNG to India.

BRI 6! W1 HRA & fAT dat 31k LNG &1 I id 21

Financial Markets Reaction

fa<ita 91sTR ! wfafeean
e Sensex dropped 1,471 points (1.9%) amid geopolitical tensions.
Y-IsTIfde d41d & BRUT AAdT 1471 3idh i1
 Rupee weakened to around 92.46 per US dollar.
ST ATHIT 92.46 Hfd STeR db BHSIR g3l



~ Shantanu Narayen, longtime CEO
of Adobe, to exit amid Al disruption

dobe Inc chief executive
Aoﬁicer Shantanu Na-

rayen will resign from
his position atop the creative
software giant amid scepti-
cism about the company’s abi-
lity to thrive in the Al era. Na-
rayen, who was CEOfor

tionin creativeand enterprise
Alintensifies.”

The maker of Photoshop
and other products for creati-
vearts professionals isamong
a group of application softwa-
re companies seen as strugg-

ling to win new custo-

18 years, will remain in
the position until a suc-
cessor is appointed,
Adobe said Thursday.
The 62-year-old Indian-
American will stay on
asboard chairman.
The CEO change “adds qu-
estions around strategic con-
tinuity, capital allocation prio-
rities and pace of innova-
tion”, Grace Harmon, an ana-
lyst at Emarketer, said in an
email. “Investors will likely
focus on whether incomingle-
adership maintains a balance
between disciplined execu-
tion and aggressive Al invest-
ment, especially as competi-

mers in the face of Al
upstarts. Adobe has
worked to weave Al to-
ols through its creati-
ve and marketing soft-
ware and offers its
ownrange of models.
Adobe’s annual revenue
multiplied almost six times to
about $24 billion since Naray-
en took over at the end of 2007.
He is often credited with stee-
ringone of thefirst successful
transitionsin softwaretoabu-
siness model in which custo-
mers bought recurring sub-
scriptions to bundles of pro-
ducts, rather than one-time
purchases of individual appli-

cations. Still, Narayen’s direc-
tion has been questioned by
investors. Generative Al has
made it easier to create visual
media without Adobe’s pro-
ducts. Many of the Al creative
tools are built by competitors.

Narayen was born on May
27,1963 in Hyderabad. He gota
bachelor’s degree in electro-
nics and communication eng-
ineering from Osmania Uni-
versity and a master’s degree
in computer science from
Bowling Green State Univer-
sity. Healsodidan MBA at Ha-
as School of Business at Uni-
versity of California.

“We are focused on selec-
ting the right leader for this
nextchapter of thecompany’s
growth and are grateful for
Shantanu’s continued lea-
dership to ensure a smooth
transition,” said Frank Calde-
roni, the board’slead indepen-
dent director. acencies
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27 May 1963

Hyderabad, India

Electronics Engineering — Osmania
University

Computer Science — Bowling Green
State University
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3. Adobe Under His Leadership
39 Aqcd A TSdl
e Narayen became CEO in 2007.
d 2007 A gsidl s CEO 9 |
e Adobe shifted from one-time software purchases to subscription-based model.
USldl 4 Uh gR TRIG Alsd d AAlh M HIsel A URad fdar|
e Company revenue increased nearly six times to about $24 billion annually.

BT BT dfSich AT ATHT BE AT dehR $24 3Rd ddb Jgd T

e Adobe strengthened its dominance in creative software industry.

TSidt 1 fopufca AToredaR 32T A 319+t Y= fReifd HaTegd o1




Product
Photoshop
Illustrator
Premiere Pro

Acrobat

Purpose
Image editing
Graphic design
Video editing

PDF documents

STV

A% ede
- I kdc ®
PDF € bohs:




6. Adobe's Al Strategy
TsIdl & Al 0TI

e Adobe introduced Firefly Al for generative design.
TsSidl A Firefly Al ATH® SR {83118 ¢t oii-d foba|

e Al tools integrated in Photoshop, lllustrator and Premiere Pro.

Al gd Photoshop, lllustrator 3R Premiere Pro A 318 TTQ|
e Company aims to combine Al with creative professionals’ workflows.

BUAt BT @8 Al 3R fosufea 9eart & BRI B Yablgpd BT & |

7. Economic and Technological Significance
3rfeles Wa ddbAld! Hacd

o Reflects global shift toward Al-driven industries.

Ig Al 3menfRa 3 ot dfeads fGem &l gorfar 21
e Shows the challenge faced by traditional software companies.
IUE URURP JTTEAIR Uil ol gHtd! & gelfar g1
e Leadership changes often occur during major technological transitions.

g3 ddbAld! URad & THT Aded URad M a2 |



No.

10

L

12

CEO Name

Sundar Pichai
Satya Nadella
Arvind Krishna
Shantanu Narayen
Nikesh Arora
Leena Nair

Neal Mohan
George Kurian
Sanjay Mehrotra
Reshma Kewalramani
Revathi Advaithi

Shailesh Jejurikar

Company

Alphabet Inc. / Google
Microsoft

IBM

Adobe

Palo Alto Networks
Chanel

YouTube

NetApp

Micron Technology
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Flex Ltd.

Procter & Gamble

Country of Company

USA

USA

USA

USA

USA

France

USA

USA

USA

USA

USA

USA

Sector

Technology / Internet

Technology / Cloud

Technology / Al / Cloud

Software [ Creative Tools

Cybersecurity

Luxury / Fashion

Digital Media

Cloud Data Storage

Semiconductor

Biotechnology

Manufacturing / Electronics

Consumer Goods



Red alert: Investors lose ¥34L cr

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Two weeks into the
war in West Asia, investors in
India have lost a staggering
Rs 34 lakh crore worth of we-
alth due to the strong selloff
in the stock market.

The turmoil has also sha-
ved off a little over 5,250 po-
ints or 6.5% from the sensex,
as foreign funds have doubled
down on their selling in the
domestic market.

The ongoing war has re-
sulted in the priceof crudeoil
surpassing the $100/barrel
mark, a multi-year high. It
has also weakened the rupee
toahistoriclow and forced fo-
reign funds to take money out
of India at a pace not seen in
thelast14 months.

In Friday’s market, the
sensex started on a weak note
with the index down nearly
500 points. It slid through the
session to fall to an intra-day

Japan, India Worst Hit; US, China Pare Losses

Two Weeks In: How Global Markets Fared Since The War Began
Nikkei (Japan) -8.5 I FPIs | Net outflow at
Sensex (India) -8.3 ¥57,953 cr ($6.3bn)
Nifty 50 (India) -8.1 Dlis | Net inflow at
FTSE 100 (UK) 370,527 cr ($7.6bn)
Ibovespa (Brazil) > Total investor
Dow Jones (US)  “epar® wealth lost was
Hang Seng (HK)  March13) E?‘S“E'g%‘a'lvrlligt o
S&P 500 (US) | now atz429.4 L cr
Nasdaq Comp (US) : US Data as of 21:30 IST
Shanghai SE (China) -1.6 W _Source: BSE, ETIG

low at 74,455 points and closed
just a tad above that level, at
74,564 points, down 1,471 po-
ints or 1.9%. On NSE, Nifty
too took a similar path to clo-
se at 23,151 points, down 488
pointsor2.1%.

The day’s slide came on
back of the price of crude oi-
l—India’s biggest import
item—trading above the psy-
chologically important $100/
barrel mark. The rupee sank

to a record low of 92.48 aga-
inst the dollar.

The day’s slide in the mar-
ket was led by foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs). At close
of session, foreign investors
had net sold stocks worth Rs
10,717 crore, the biggest sing-
le-session net outflow by fore-
ign funds since Feb 28, 2025,
ETIG data showed.

On Friday, there were also
talks of margin-related sel-

ling after several days of sli-
de. Often, speculators borrow
money to take positions in
stocksagainst collateral, part
of which is in stocks. If the
value of collateralised stocks
fall below a certain pre-set le-
vel, the lenders can sell off :
those stocks. In a falling mar- :
ket, such margin-based sel- :
ling can aggravate the sel-
ling. “There were MTF (mar-
gin trade finance)-related sel- :
ling in Friday’s session,” said :
people in the know. “In addi- :
tion, given the volatile geopo-
litical situation, traders were
not willing to carry their po- :
sitions through the weekend :
and liquidated that which :
pushed stock prices further :
down,” the people said. -

At close of session, of the
30 sensex stocks, 28 closed in
the red, with L&T, HDFC :
Bank and SBI contributing :
themosttotheday’sloss, BSE :
data showed.



Stock Index
Nikkei
Sensex
Nifty 50
FTSE 100
Ibovespa
Dow Jones
Hang Seng
S&P 500
Nasdaqg
Shanghai SE

Country
Japan
India
India
UK
Brazil
USA
Hong Kong
USA
USA
China

% Change
-8.5%
-8.3%
-8.1%
-5.9%
-5.2%
-4.7%
-4.4%
-3.3%
-2.3%
-1.6%



3. Key Financial Indicators from the News

q fa<dta ddbddb

Indicator Data

Total investor wealth loss %34 lakh crore
BSE Market Cap 2429.4 lakh crore
Sensex fall 1,471 points (1.9%)
Nifty fall 488 points

Rupee value 292.46 per US dollar



4. Role of Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
fadeft Miéwifcrat fAderam &t yfAdwT

e The market fall was mainly driven by Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) selling shares.
q15TR fiRTae &1 gz wRuT fageit tiéwiferal fAderet (FPI) &t faaardt 8t

» FPIs sold shares worth 210,717 crore in one trading session.

e G | FPIs A 10,717 1 & dRR 42 |
» Total FPI net outflow reached ¥57,953 crore ($6.3 billion).
& FPI et 357,953 H318 ($6.3 3R9) dd Ugd e |

5. Domestic Institutional Investors (Dlls)

o], T fAders

Investor Type Flow

FPls Net Outflow 257,953 crore
Dlls Net Inflow 270,527 crore

Domestic investors attempted to stabilize the market by buying shares.

T3], fAderdl 3 IR TRIGH d15TR B R B4 B BIfRll Bl |



6. Reasons for Market Crash
2RR F15TR fiRA & BRUT

(1) Geopolitical Conflict
Y -sTHIfde dad
« War escalation in West Asia increased global uncertainty.

ufeaw gfern gg & dfeaas sifAfeadar act

(2) Oil Price Shock
ad BiFdl # 38T
« Crude oil crossed $100 per barrel, affecting oil-importing countries like India.
Pl del 100 sTerk fd et & R Tl

(3) Rupee Depreciation
BUY Bl BHART

* Rupee touched historic lows against the US dollar.

BT SIeRR b Hbldel QfdgiHd fAde TR IR IgaT|
(4) Margin Selling
Hifsta Afcm

« Falling prices triggered margin trading finance (MTF) selling.

fiet dbial @ wifsra gfem Afam gt



7. Margin Trading Explained

\ifsi= ¢fem w8

Concept Explanation

Margin Trading Borrowed money used to buy shares
Risk If price falls, forced selling occurs
Impact Amplifies market decline

8. Economic Impact on India
HRd &l 37eferdelT UR YHTd

» Reduction in household financial wealth.
e farefter Tufe & o

* Impact on investment sentiment.
fAdere WIgdT IR ABRIHS YHTd |

» Increased inflation risk due to high oil prices.

dcl HET 817 A HERIfd T JaRT|



Year

1992
2008
2020
2026

Event

Harshad Mehta Scam
Global Financial Crisis
COVID Crash

West Asia War Impact

Market Impact
Market crash
Sensex fell ~60%
Sharp fall in markets

X34 lakh crore wealth loss



Consider the following statements:

1. Sensex is the benchmark index of the Bombay Stock Exchange.
2. Foreign Portfolio Investors mainly invest in long-term infrastructure projects in India.

3. Margin trading can amplify stock market declines.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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U.S. bombs Kharg Island; Iran hits back
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Wangchuk released after 170 days as govt. revokes his detention under NSA
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U.S. bombs Kharg Island; Iran hits back

US. forces ‘obliterated’ military targets on the island that hosts Iran’s primary oil export terminal, says Trump while warning they could target oil

infrastructure if shipping through the Strait of Hormuz is disrupted; Iran threatens to strike oil, economic and energy facilities linked to the US.

Associated Press
DUBAI

missile struck a he-

lipad inside the U.S.

Embassy com-
pound in Baghdad and de-
bris from an intercepted
Iranian drone hit an oil fa-
cility in the UAE, while US.
President Donald Trump
claimed that the U.S, des-
troyed military sites on an
island vital to Iran’s oil
network.

Mr. Trump said US.
forces on Friday “obliterat-
ed” targets on Iran's Kharg
Island, which is home to
the primary terminal that
handles the country’s oll
€Xports.

The Speaker of the Ira-
nian  parliament  had
warned that such strikes
would provoke a new level
of retaliation.

Armada inbound
Meanwhile, an American
official said 2,500 more
marines and an amphi-
bious assault ship are being
sent to West Asia.

Iran has continued to
launch widespread missile
and drone attacks on Israel
and neighbouring  Gulf
Arab states, and effectively
closed the Strait of Hor
muz, through which a fifth
of the world’s traded oil
passes, even as U.S, and Is-
raell warplanes pummel
military and other targets

and the amphiblous as-
sault ship USS Tripoli have
been ordered to West Asia,
according to the U.S, offi-
cial

Units are able to conduct

Rising tensions
The United States said It struck
sland, a crucal hub in iran’s ot export network, as tensions
-mmmdm
TRAQ L s
Iran’s main export "N
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= Knarg Iskand hosts

terminal, handling
mast of the country's
crude shipments

® Donadd Tremp
said U.S. forces
obliterated’ military
sites on Kharg lsland

® Trump warmed
frae's oil infrastruce
ture could be taget-
od next ¥ shipping
through the Strait of
Hormuzis divupted

a Tehyan wamedll

could target cities in

the UAE, accusing

the US of usingits '
ports and docks to
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oil infrastructure, but should
Tran, or anvone else, do anything o
interfere with the Free and Sale Passage
of Ships through the St of Hormiz
Lwill immediately reconsider this dcc!im

launch strikes 5 || PONALD TRUMP
source Grapic yws WS President

amphibious land!np. but  fran warns that the tacks on the islands on The Iranian joint mili- On Saturday, the US.
they also specialise in bol- Iran’s southern maritime tary command also threa- Central Command re-
stering security at embas  would cause Tehran frontier would cause Iran  tened to attack cities in the  leased a video on X show-
sies, evacuating civilians, m.‘a!nndsmall to “abandon all restraint,”  UAE, saying the US. used ing the strike and said it
and providing disaster re- underscoring how central  "ports, docks and hide-  destroyed naval mine stor-
lief. restraint’ they are to the country’s  outs” there to lwnch age facilities, missile stor-

The does economy and security. strikes on the islands. age bunkers and multiple
not necessarily indicate On Saturday, Iran’s joint It called on people to  other military sites,
that a ground operation is The U.S. strikeson lran's  military command reiterat-  evacuate  those  areas Israel earlier announced
imminent or will take Kharglsland inthe Persian  ed its threat that it will at-  where it said US. forces another wave of strikes in
place. Gulf targeted military sites  tack the USlinked oil and  were sheltering Iran targeting infrastruc:

The 31st Marine Expedt-  but left its ofl infrastruc-  energy facilities in the re- Iran’s semiofficial Fars  rture, and said its air force
tionary Unit, as well asthe  ture alone for now, Mr. gion if the Islamic Repu- news agency said Saturday  had hit more than 200 tar-

Tripoli and other amphi-
bious assault ships carry-
ing the marines, are based
in Japan and have been in
the Pacific Ocean for sever-
al days, according to imag-
es released by the military,

The Tripoli was spotted
by commerdal satellites
sailing alone near Taiwan,
putting it more than a
week away from the waters
off Iran.

Trump said In a social me-
dia post. But he warned
that if Iran or anyone else
Interferes with the passage
of ships through the Strait
of Hormuz, he will recon-
sider his decislon not 1o
“wipe out the oil

Iranian Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagh-
er Qalibaf warned on social
media on Thursday that at-

blic's oil Infrastructure is
hit,

Ebrahim  Zolfaghari,
spokesperson for the Kha-
tam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters,  warned
they will target “all oil, eco-
nomic, and energy infras-
tructures belonging to oil
companies across the re-
gion that have American
shares or cooperate with
America”

the U.S. strikes caused no
damage to the istand's oil
infrastructure.

Multiple strikes

The agency said at least 15
explosions followed the
strikes, which it said target-
ed an air defence facility, a
naval base, the airport con-
trol tower and an offshore
0il company’s helicopter
hangar.

gets In the last 24 hours, in-
cluding missile launchers,
defence systems and wea-
pons production sites,

In Washington, U.S. De-
fence Secretary Pete Heg-
seth said that over 15,000
enemy targets have been
struck — more than 1,000 a
day since the war began.

‘PEARL OF PERSIAN GULF'
» PAGE 9




Rising tensions

The United States said it struck military targets on Kharg
Island, a crucial hub in Iran’s oil export network, as tensions
escalate around the Strait of Hormuz

® Kharg Island hosts
Iran’s main export

terminal, handling ISLAND

Smoke rises
from an energy
installation in

Fujairah, UAE, hours
after U.S. strikes on
Kharg Island.

most of the country’s
crude shipments

IRAN

= Donald Trump
said U.S. forces
‘obliterated’ military
sites on Kharg Island

Strait of
Hormuz

® Trump warned Y T
Iran’s oil infrastruc- '
ture could be target-
ed next if shipping

through the Strait of
Hormuz is disrupted

m Tehran warned it
could target cities in ;
the UAE, accusing ‘ L
the U.S. of using its =7

ports and docks to /

launch strikes

¢
SAUDI
ARABIA

Source: GRAPHIC NEWS
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oil infrastructure, but should
Iran, or anyone else, do anything to
interfere with the Free and Safe Passage
of Ships through the Strait of Hormuz,

[ will immediately reconsider this decision

DONALD TRUMP
U.S. President




e The United States conducted military strikes on Iran’s Kharg Island, a crucial hub for Iran’s oil

exports.
3MReBT A $9 & @ giu R A= gHe foban, 51t €19 & aw fFaid o1 iRg g 2|
e |ran warned that the attack could force it to abandon restraint and retaliate against U.S. economic

and energy facilities.

S A AdTat &t fob Tg AT 3D TIH Blgd: 3! anfefe 3tk 31t ufassH) R sTard! g &4 & fae
HTR R JHAT ¢ |

e The escalation is occurring amid rising tensions around the Strait of Hormuz and West Asia conflict.

IE a1 @1 sirsA®Aed 3R ufeny uferen Ted & g 93 @I



Feature Details AN

~

Location Persian Gulf, off Iran’s Odtle Se edokn T skl S5
coast ¢S S5
Iran’s largest oil export ek Sd ¢ g lddd o=l

Importance : N A A
terminal o> b7

. Handles majority of Iran’s TR SSRIARSHEE o=l

Share in exports <X < X

crude exports R Sd b7

Oil terminals, storage & RGP >4 ShFdER
facilities C 7

* *
NSA

Infrastructure



6. Economic and Global Impact
dfeaes amferes yiTa

Oil Market

dd diER
e Crude oil prices crossed $100 per barrel.
P dd B BT 100 Siek Ufd R I FW TS|

e Global energy supply concerns increased.

dfedes 31 3MYfd bl WapR foidr detl

Financial Markets

fa<tr 9=TR
» Global stock markets declined due to geopolitical uncertainty.

Y-SHifad srfAfeddar & dfedds =R iR

e Energy-importing countries like India are vulnerable to oil price shocks.
YRA 3 dct 3RITdd 2N TR 31ferds yTa|



Countries surrounding the Persian Gulf:

Country

Iran

Iraq

Kuwait
Saudi Arabia
Bahrain
Qatar

United Arab Emirates
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Atomic clock on NavlC satellite
calls time; ISRO’s ‘GPS’ weakens

At least four satellites needed to keep NavIC functional, Centre says; failure of IRNSS-1F’s Swiss-made clock will bring

number down to three; space agency to install indigenously developed rubidium clocks for next series of satellites

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI
he last atomic clock
Taboard the Indian
Regional  Naviga-
tion Satellite  System

(IRNSS)-IF has failed, the
Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation has said in a
statement. This further
weakens the country’s in-
digenous “GPS" system,
called NaviIC.

Atomic clocks are criti-
cal to satellites to offer po-
sitional, navigational, and
timing services. Since the
eight satellites in the IRNSS
system were launched bet-
ween 2013 and 2018, the
Union government has en-
couraged Indian enterpris-
es, including manufactur-
ers of computer and
electronic goods having
timing services, to rely on
NaviC for determining the
Indian Standard Time.

Currently, the U.S. GPS,
with its 30 satellite sys-
tems, is the reference stan-
dard for such purposes.

“On 13th March 2026,
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The second of the new navigation satellites, NVS-02, failed to reach

its intended orbit after launch in January 2025, FILE PHOTO

the procured on-board
atomic clock stopped func-
tioning. However, the satel-
lite will continue to func-
tion in-orbit for various
societal applications to
provide one way broadcast
messaging services.
IRNSS-IF satellite launched
in March 2016 has complet-
ed its design mission life of
10 years on 10th March

2026, the ISRO said in a
statement on its website on
Friday.

Nine IRNSS satellites
have been launched since
2013. Eight of them
reached their intended or-
bit. The last of this constel-
lation of satellites
(IRNSS-1I) was launched in
2018.

While equivalent Ameri-

can, Chinese and Euro-
pean systems provide glo-
bal positioning services,
NaviC is expected to do so
only within India and with-
in a radius of 1,500 km.
This is, however, viewed
more as a fallback system
in case of future global
conflicts in which India is
denied access to these fo-
reign constellations.

RTI query
In July 2025, the ISRO re-
vealed in response to a
Right to Information re-
quest that five of the NavIC
satellites were completely
defunct, with all three
clocks in each not working.
In one of the three satel-
lites with functioning
atomic clocks, two of the
three clocks had failed.
The atomic clocks in this
constellation of satellites
were imported by the ISRO
from SpectraTime, a Swit-
zerland-based maker of
high-precision atomic
clocks. Four working satel-
lites could be relied upon
for providing positional

and navigation services,
Union Minister of State for
Space Jitendra Singh has
said in Parliament. With
the failure of the IRNSS-1F’s
clock, their number is
down to three.

For the next series of sa-
tellites that will replace the
impaired and ageing fleet
of IRNSS satellites — two of
the three being used have
passed their rated shelf life
of 10 years though it's pos-
sible for these systems to
function beyond - ISRO
has decided to install indi-
genously developed rubidi-
um clocks.

One replacement satel-
lite, the NVS-01, launched
in May 2023, hosts an indi-
genously developed rubidi-
um (atomic) clock. The se-
cond, the NVS-02 satellite,
launched in January 2025,
failed to reach its intended
orbit.

The ISRO had earlier
said that it would be
launching at least three sa-
tellites by the end of 2026
to replace defunct and age-
ing satellites.



PROVIDES INDIA WITH ASSURED NAVIGATION SERVICE FOR VITAL CIVILIAN & MILITARY APPLICATIONS WITHOUT
HAVING TO DEPEND ON ANOTHER COUNTRY; FIRST SATELLITE TO BE LAUNCHED ON JULY 1; RZEMAINING 6 BY 2015

NAVIC : INDIAN
REGIONAL NAVIGATION

SATELLITE SYSTEM

www.indiandefensenews.in

3 GEOSTATIONARY  ORBIT ALTITUDE 36,000 KM
4 GEOSYNCHRONUS cosT < ]_ ,420 CRORES

Covers India 3 extremely . GPS receivers will not
and up to LS00 : accurate rubidium work; need special
km beyond its : atomic clocksin receivers (yet to be
borders i each satellite developed)

IRNSS provides Standard Open to Accuracy betier
Positioning Service :  allusers | than 20 metres

O 3 satellites in @ 4 satellites in geosynchronous
geostationary orbit - orbit - in pairs, move in two inclined
appear from ground orbits — appear from ground to

to be at fixed

positions in the sky travel in figure '8' ~ assist in

accurate position determination
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Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System

IRNSS (NavIC) is designed to provide accurate real-time positioning and timing services
to users in India as well as region extending up to 1,500 km from its boundary

IT WILL PROVIDE TWO TYPES OF SERVICES
Standard positioning Restricted service | Encrypted service

NAVIGATION
CONSTELLATION

CONSISTS OF service | Meant provided only to authorised users
SEVEN SATELLITES BR{IEUNTH - (military and security agencies)
3 in geostationary

earth orbit Applications of IRNSS are: While American GPS has
(GEO) and Terrestrial, aerial and marine 24 satellites in orbit, the

4 in geosynchro-
nous orbit (GSO)
inclined at 29
degrees to equator

Each sat has
three rubidium
atomic clocks,
which provide

accurate
locational data

navigation; disaster management;
vehicle tracking and fleet
management; precise timing
mapping and geodetic data capture;
terrestrial navigation aid for hikers
and travellers; visual and

voice navigation for drivers

Geostationary earth orbit

number of sats visible to
ground receiver is limited.
In IRNSS, four satellites are
always in geosynchronous
orbits, hence always visible
to a receiver in a region
1,500 km around India




IRNSS: inoian @ B ey, saranrie 56,000
4

REGIONAL NAVIGATION
SATELLITE SYSTEM cosncmons  eesr T 1,420 cnns
Covers India 3 extremely . GPS receivers will not

STAR SENSOR and up to LS00 : accurate rubidium work; need special
. kmbeyondits | atomicclocksin receivers (yet to be
-“' e borders . each satellite developed)
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Feature

Country /

Organization

Full Name

Coverage

Operational Year

Number of

Satellites

Orbit Type

Accuracy

Primary Purpose

Military Control

Special Feature

NaviC

India (ISRO)

Navigation with Indian
Constellation

Regional (India + ~1500 km
around)

2018

~7 core satellites (with
replacements)

Geostationary +
Geosynchronous

~5-10 meters in India region

Regional navigation and
strategic independence

Yes (Indian defence usage)

Better accuracy in Indian
region

GPS

United States

Global Positioning
System

Global

1995

~31 satellites

Medium Earth
Orbit (MEQ)

~5 meters

Military + civilian

navigation

Yes (US military
controlled)

Oldest and most
widely used
system

GLONASS

Russia

Global Navigation
Satellite System

Global

1996

~24 satellites

Medium Earth
Orbit (MEO)

~5-10 meters

Military + civilian

navigation

Yes (Russian
military)

Works better in
high latitudes

Galileo

European Union

Galileo Navigation

System

Global

2016

~30 satellites

Medium Earth

Orbit (MEQ)

~1 meter (high
precision)

Civilian navigation

Civilian controlled

High precision
civilian system

BeiDou L‘

China

BeiDou Navigation
Satellite System

Global

2020

~35 satellites

Mixed (MEO, GEO,
IGSO)

~2.5-5 meters
Military + civilian
navigation

Chinese military
influence

Largest satellite
constellation



e The last atomic clock onboard the IRNSS-1F satellite of India’s navigation system NavIC has failed,
according to ISRO.
WRd bt Afaner Yureit NavIC & IRNSS-1F 39Ug WR &t 3ifaH Geiffd i SR 81 18 &, 8T ISRO A
BRIEIN

e This reduces the number of fully functional satellites required for reliable navigation services.
2T faeay-ta Afaneq Jarsit & fev amaedd wrRiofe IUUe! &bl T BH 8 TS 2l

e The government stated that at least four operational satellites are required for the NavIC system to
function effectively.
IRBR P AR NavIC B! T BT J T & (g BH A BH IR Afehd IUUE ATATE 2 |




2. What is NavIC

NavIC &I &

Feature Details

Full Name Navigation with Indian Constellation
Developed By ISRO

Coverage India and 1500 km around it

Purpose Positioning, navigation and timing services

NavIC is often called India’s indigenous GPS system.
NavIC ! 37dRIR HIRd BT Te2it GPS Ber STdT &1

VR 39Ug Afaned Yot

I

R4 3R 1500 foprt db

e, faom 3k Iag Jarv



3. Role of Atomic Clocks in Satellites
IUTEY A Ceifiie awit Bt yfFamT
» Atomic clocks provide extremely accurate time signals required for navigation.
Geifid awid cdd Teld AR Hdbd YeH drd! 2l
« Satellite navigation systems calculate location by measuring signal travel time from satellites.
Afanter yoret 3ung A e & 33 7 @ 9T & MR R R el Bt 21

» |If the atomic clock fails, navigation accuracy decreases.

Ui i FRTd g1 U AfderH &t Aelbdl GH A STt & |

4.|RNSS Satellite Constellation

IRNSS 3UTE IHg

Satellite Series Launch Period
IRNSS satellites 2013-2018
Total satellites launched 9

Operational satellites needed Minimum 4

Many of the early satellites have now crossed their design life of 10 years.

aa—gg?ﬁmmmaﬁzﬁf?msmﬁmmq%?’;



6. New NavIC Satellites

¢ NavIC 3UUg

Satellite Status

NVS-01 Successfully launched in May 2023
NVS-02 Failed to reach intended orbit (Jan 2025)
Future launches Planned by 2026

These new satellites will replace aging IRNSS satellites.

I 97 3UYE R IRNSS IUYE! bl ST ||



7. Comparison with Global Navigation Systems

dfede Afaie yonferat J geqr

System Country/Region
GPS United States
GLONASS Russia

Galileo European Union
BeiDou China

NavIC India

Unlike others, NavIC is a regional navigation system.

NavIC 31 JoTfeid) & faudtd &=t afan2ME yonet g1



8. Importance of NavIC for India

HRd & fdi? NavIC T HEd

e Provides strategic independence in navigation services.
Afarer Aarsit & JoTHIfdDh Td=rdr aT 2|

e Useful for military navigation and missile guidance.

A= AfaneE 3k faarge Aanfeefa & 3uit

Supports transport, disaster management and mapping services.

ufRRagd, 3muer ydeq 3ik Afam & 3|

Helps maintain Indian Standard Time (IST) accuracy.

HRAT HIMH A (IST) &l Jelddl 418 Rg4 H JERIB |



9. Important Terms for Exams
TRI&M 8q eyt 2eq

Term Meaning

Atomic Clock Extremely precise clock used in satellites
Rubidium Clock Atomic clock based on rubidium atoms
Satellite Constellation Group of satellites working together

Navigation System System used to determine location



Consider the following statements regarding NavIC:

1. NavIC is India’s indigenous satellite navigation system developed by ISRO.
2. It provides global navigation coverage similar to GPS.

3. Atomic clocks in satellites are essential for accurate positioning.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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bugle

The elections to
be held across
four States and
one U.T. will

see around

17.4 crore voters
pollingin 824
constituencies

By

126 seats
March 16

Notification

Last date for March 23
nomination

Date of poll ’ April 9

Before SR :around 2.52 crore
Current :around 2.50 crore

Total
voters

Total
voters

"43:7\W Y 140 seats

Notification March 16
Last fjat? for March 23
nomination

Date of poll | April 9

Before SIR : around 2.78 crore

B8 PUDUCHERRY KRS
Notification |March 16

Last .date. for March 23
nomination

& £

Date of poll ‘ April 9

¥

Before SIR : around 6.41 crore
Current

Current :around 2.70 crore
/IR 1VR 234 seats
Notification March 30
Last Qatg for April 6
nomination

Date of poll | April 23

: around 5.67 crore

BEncaL

294
seats

Total | Before SIR : around 10.21 lakh Total
voters | Current :around 9.44 lakh voters
OB Y 152 seats o) FE-RATTG) 142 seats

Notification |[March30  Notification |[April2

Last date for April6 Last date for April 9

nomination nomination

Total voters
Before SIR : around 7.66 crore
Current :around 6.44 crore

(With nearly 60 lakh additional names
under adjudication)

Date of poll ’ April 23 Date of poll | April 29 | Counting of votes

for all seats May 4




nu...lny. Marvh v, 2036
(i

ey vl I 2008,
By obid Tk by
Hani fell from the

Fona b oo of has 1
ACCOMIMOAATION AN Bl
crmieal ingurses. Hix condition

Ve G B il 40
prort. Owing

ol
Parded Ly hia b
Troquume VIRl 10 this Thospital
Tana's crwat Fivada adid hnllly.
Who Fomdly dencritha hiIn as

wnergethe and exuberant, wers
Cawwnd WA A g i
Whtrre b

g v W
ot With wisch .A-qunm.

P > moved
o withdraw

Tikw mupport, so thet wature cun
Allowed 41 ikie Iow enirue, What
fualbowe & VAL ol

Ter Attscte

Punfab (05) Whr the St
ot Rl v “Thle b
53 M hot hs SUATH £ v whth
i, Hoswweng, i Gl Ko
the it

I’Ml Adticle 21
B4 hor incade t e A,
Wilwats ynary lnturs 0 smitar

Cume renchod the Supreme Court
when Artinm St
AW e el
s Ieftin PV
Josaacvndiat, arnd Thie

WOEIVIAT, »«munml mn mw-m.
Courn wr Aruni's (i
withabriwil of het Hife -uppun

Although under ltx o
A, VIl s plen wis
rejected. it culminated in the
Anbear
e

wrucial do
e o drais C2101)
i

framewarke il rocognised

e LR T TR
TrATIORTH WILH Low il mn-n and
undergoing prolonged, bur

fioiahe 44 Mlirwn
Igw (s
huuun uu. untll Paciament
P omlgiivd O e Autgoect
mm (onally, Law Comimiasion
0 2006 nod 2002, v e It an
B tlegrte nnmpiriadtions oo e

Halvih Vel s

i lmushe w0 wove.dutuiled twvisen nod minde
v shalh s " ».-.-uvn
Inouss Hown A AR e AP 16
e, Advanoen trante alwsilel
T A donw
pursuANCe of the "t iturvat of

e patlent
wulullhvd lnunulll o the

Wl
o rwtlost on CHnically Avi
UL i HyAtation CCANID
the firm quastion which rucutred
conulderiton wis whisthae CAN
Uit ax

ol Vink Y
il e oy, Mkibadols by -:..wu.
Upon medical knowieidae, s
W 10 18 CONINRIGNA Pos iodic
wvallation, venergency medical

s o Divdows af Tnvelier. Arrmdd
wlll shervibin g S
n« l

frivennt y rowe
Fraritod e with

g of e
Falk within Aviiel
oF retuautof mudical troatrmw
L
bt Tyt vl
v, wenel wel i b

e
W kel fes bt “sbiwabland
L. T wocond qumstkon
ekl e Wil wwal of

" BATA Wik 1 B

baurds. It wua rightty o'-vml Tt
WOV Ay b e e i

u-.unnnl - ks L
{ibbe ol “sasaerv i stown

P Tt

OO WO Cortaln
modincuions in i simibrty deked
20U decision,

ke 1 oW
umulavvaly referred ta ab th

Focoveey In i .-.-.-u.«u. the.
contimia

which rose IlII Iw!’ wore |-r‘ru CE
" e b
AL T spaalily an skl
Aot e g el secoil, el e
WIROE WAl st B steiorly by thie
PATIOUR “ledt Intor v

i Buprarme Court vimbedded
v-nm» lnlu‘u.nl- w0 o pravent

i ed proedun

by o
o
e nndnr( Mnlllrd luw
1

"
trontrnent which wis nosed 1o be
DL O T I T

A sduitiive sl

HOE I LA Al of death whst

Whani wo havo
|

Aroame may come,

Credit wars escalate as polls approach

Two paralled rond

fricti

st e Iy Keri
A B
¥ (RO v

uv-ululln\»m!
wadon Mo

M

Tor the ollduuind southern
fate this pomis Vor the pol-
Aol g

nvilie wened the r:n-‘hl‘ oty
kb I.n

-
LK wistht (o sipied 1 w
Likhon of Keeaka bl Wirks
r Mohamawd K
he on cer

Ill‘ly. ME. Gadthars wia alno aly-
0 (v evonie

lulni \l\vv-lupn\-‘lll has
bown n porennially conen.

ava cyin -
Il(m. N-\lm-u umon md I“l!l

v
T Hawrnid

Public Works Mintater, wis
Bept our, thie Unlon govern
P n.-h Wninahh 1O b o
i

I Kwrala

welopeent i Ker

Twve Bows i disrnt dreain. -m u-mﬂwm im-

e
g

powed iy

eluw o voad

ol e Kae
RER g levaison Hes o
that Koeala. Uapracs-
demed wep, deckded o

Fmnn onin --unwln. oAy,
h

e
o lack

Ium .n'n ol mu hml n‘quln AL gt the 0 wxpaned e
o for o lmrmmm e hy W owm
4w NI
VTN,

the | National
or

o b

P Musiater was i Ko

on March 1) 1o insgurae a

Auteh of i profile

which  Inchaded
J

The vighnt ol bopiakative Vo wu- RO g
oury

he s Wil P o o
through us. Harish lana will soan
b Yot Bike contibations will
Forever b ueched i hmory and i
AVE Ot Mt na L g e
And ‘"I': the advincement of
I

Highisghted by o one
w‘;!l:" |"‘ Juiign expion e = o Iope=
O akative intervention. 1his
oA L Wik .‘,,,_ i) Mrigwry,
held

- o
Hlgnany I‘III Harmihy MIA il 1w has

warhed wis w

-
lmu unnu with il

Viouirt, APOAKI through Wi

ordd weparut b
oAt
uw o Iife

-w |
el

DA I 1)
et o s

wllowad the wi

AT

i irnrality s s ondy
o

Wil reats dhe
largo, 10 18 aloss 11

ey

o
Nll M the man
[

W
Mindror eyt Vij,

e Misisterns for Local nlnm
vernment  and Ko
M, Magesh wnd K, I(llnhn-n
bty rosp - Iv

wvent i

o, e r,l'l(u
puarablol b
twn m'lmv v

lll-y tm)urln Tt Inlll-vl wible

A TUIGUN BME Riyias |loll|lml
o that while e, the Stare

ghway i
mm\n Inul vmudmwu fromin
i

"
vy Hha A o the e
cosary land. Tho project wis

wrvwed ity e owe LD g
volnmonl ledd by M. Vijuyan,
Which cnmu s puwer In 4016,

Dlarie-gar

parts o Hhe newly-conatimt -
wet highwity coflapad, Fristing

Gquesions sbous quility. Alvo,

this ke 0ot tho fles tme where

R’ for | e

- Mt 10 10 e, Kl
In I sourced the wmount

s Sl LY AALT e
vestment Fund bourd

o
Ture

ORI, Wil g pess vty

I!-hNtIV‘ NI'MI (lﬂ.ﬂﬂ bad
pratsed Mr. V) » govern
e for nm.* bedl gy the
seguisition of lend, Interem.

ety s whather taspayers’
money iv being spent wisely.

Trump’s tenure sees highest external attacks in a decade
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War
and
turmoil

The data for the

charts were sourced
from the Armed
Conflict Location
and Event Data
Project. Data

for 2026 is as of
March 8, 2026

CHART 1: Year-wise number of attacks engaged by the U.S. beyond its borders

The first year of Mr. Trump’s second

600 term saw at least 663 military
intervention events. In 2025 alone,
the U.S.’s external attacks surged by

400 almost 50% compared to 2024
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CHART 2: The region-wise number of attacks engaged by the U.S. In the last five
years, the U.S's involvement increased in West Asia and eastern Africa

Yemen accounted for almost 60%

600
of the U.S.’s external attacks in
the last 10 years, resulting in
_— more than 1,400 fatalities
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CHART 2: The region-wise number of attacks engaged by the U.S. In the last five
years, the U.Ss involvement increased in West Asia and eastern Africa

Yemen accounted for almost 60%
of the U.S.'s external attacks in
the last 10 years, resulting in
more than 1,400 fatalities
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CHART 3: Year-wise number of fatalities in attacks engaged by the U.S. Last year
at least a thousand people were killed by U.S.-led forces
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Indicator

Total major wars /
interventions

Largest wars started

Largest global wars led

Military spending tendency

Foreign policy approach

Republican Presidents

~6—7

Afghanistan War, Irag War

Generally higher

Often more interventionist
militarily

Democratic Presidents

~6—7

Vietnam escalation

World War |, World War Il

Moderate but still significant

Often multilateral / coalition-
based



Year [ Period

1917-1918

1941-1945

1950-1953

1964-1975

1983

1989

1991

1999

2001-2021

2003-20M

20Mm

2014-present

2017-2020

War / Military Intervention

World War | (U.S. entry)

World War Il (U.S. entry after Pearl
Harbor)

Korean War

Vietnam War (major escalation)

Grenada Invasion

Panama Invasion

Gulf War (Operation Desert Storm)

Kosovo War (NATO intervention)

Afghanistan War

Iraq War

Libya Intervention

War against ISIS

Syria strikes / ISIS operations

U.S. President

Woodrow Wilson

Franklin D. Roosevelt

Harry Truman

Lyndon B. Johnson

Ronald Reagan

George HW. Bush

George HW. Bush

Bill Clinton

George W. Bush

George W. Bush

Barack Obama

Barack Obama

Donald Trump

Party

Democratic

Democratic

Democratic

Democratic

Republican

Republican

Republican

Democratic

Republican

Republican

Democratic

Democratic

Republican
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Gill and Smriti win top
honours at BCCI awards

Special occasion: Binny, Dravid, and Mithali receive the Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award
from ICC chair Jay Shah on Sunday. 8cci

CRICKET

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Shubman Gill and Smriti
Mandhana were named
the Best International
Cricketers at the BCCI Na-
man Awards 2026 here on
Sunday, recognising their
outstanding performances
in the 2024-25 season.

Gill won the prestigious
Polly Umrigar Award,
while Smriti received the
honour for the fifth time.
For Gill, it was his second
Cricketer of the Year award
after first winning it in
2023.

Legends Roger Binny,
Rahul Dravid and Mithali

v

Major award winners

Col. C.K. Nayudu Lifetime
Achievement Award: Roger
Binny, Rahul Dravid and Mithali
Raj.

Best International Cricketer
(men): Shubman Gill.

Best International Cricketer
(women): Smriti Mandhana.
Best International debut
(men): Harshit Rana.

Best International debut
(women): Shree Charani,

Raj were honoured with
the Col. C.K. Nayudu Life-
time Achievement Award,
the BCCI’s highest honour.

Gill enjoyed a stellar
2025. On the tour of En-
gland, he led from the
front in the five-Test series,
finishing as the top run-get-

ter with 754 runs in 10 in-
nings. The 26-year-old also
played a pivotal role in In-
dia’s Champions Trophy
triumph last year. He made
an unbeaten 101 against
Bangladesh in India’s
opening match, and ended
the tournament with 188
runs.

Smriti finished 2025
with 1,703 international
runs, including 1,362 in
ODIs, the most by any wo-
man in a calendar year. In
doing so, the left-hander
also became the first batter
in women'’s ODI history to
score 1,000 runs in a calen-
dar year. The Indian vice-
captain aggregated 434
runs in nine matches dur-
ing the team's maiden ODI
World Cup title triumph.






» India finished first in the medal standings at the World Para Athletics Grand Prix 2026 (New Delhi

leg).
faea &1 verafeas Ui sit 2026 (A3 fEewil TR0T) A YRA Uddh difeicl B Uge 0T U 38T
» The event was held at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi.

g Ufdfiidr sTargrara 4gs Rfean, 98 ot 7 mnfaia g5

* India won a total of 208 medals in the competition.

HRAd 4 o 208 Ugd Siid |
2. India’'s Medal Tally
HRd &l Ueh difeibr
Medal Number
Gold 75
Silver 69
Bronze 64

Total 208



3. Other Countries’ Performance

3= g2t 1 vgefd

Rank Country Medals
1 India 208

2 Russia 35

3 Bosnia & Herzegovina 3

4. Participation in the Event

wfaznfiar & vrigRt

Feature Details
Total Athletes 257
Countries Participated 8

Event Type Track and Field para athletics



Event Achievement

Tokyo Paralympics 2020 19 medals (India’s best)
Asian Para Games 2023 Record medal haul
Para Athletics Grand Prix 2026 India tops medal table

10. Important Facts for Exams

e 8q Heayguf deg

Topic Fact

Governing Body World Para Athletics

Stadium Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi
Medal Leader India

Total Indian medals 208






e Renowned Tamil poet, lyricist and writer R. Vairamuthu has been selected for the 60th Jnanpith
Award (2025).
Ufag dffiel Bfd, TR 3R AXd 3R, R BT 60di AFUS REBR (2025) WM b mar 21

e The announcement was made by Bharatiya Jnanpith in March 2026.
ST DU YRATT ATTUIS TRAT 2’1 2026 | &6l

e The award recognises his outstanding contribution to Tamil literature and poetry.

IE qRIBR dfde Alfecd 31k Hfddr A 3% Iapte AeH & foig fam mm




2. About R. Vairamuthu

IR. R FaR A

Feature Details

Birth 13 July 1953

Birthplace Tamil Nadu

Profession Poet, lyricist, writer
Literary Career More than four decades
Books Written 37+ books

3. Major Literary Works

wHE AMfefde piaal

Work Type
Kallikkattu Ithikasam Novel
Karuvachi Kaviyam Poetry
Thanneer Desam Literary work
Moondraam Ulagappor Novel

These works explore human emotions, rural life, social realities and environmental themes.



4. Contribution to Tamil Cinema
GICGAGELIR K UG
e Vairamuthu is also a celebrated lyricist in Tamil film industry.
Rmy affict fiser 32 & uldg miaer H 2l

e He has won the National Film Award for Best Lyrics seven times.

3EI1 T1d IR I {hed REBR (Fd9ss 1ita) Sfar 8|

5. Other Major Awards

A UHE YREPR

Award Year
Sahitya Akademi Award 2003
Padma Shri 2003
Padma Bhushan 2014

Kalaimamani Award Tamil Nadu Government



6. About the Jnanpith Award

AU REBR B IR A

Feature Details

Established 1961

First Award 1965

Awarded By Bharatiya Jnanpith

Purpose Highest literary award in India

Prize 211 lakh + citation + bronze statue of Saraswati

7. Tamil Writers Who Won Jnanpith

FAAUTS U 91t dfiel &

Writer Year
Akilan 1975
D. Jayakanthan 2002

R. Vairamuthu 2025



e Consider the following statements
regarding the Jnanpith Award:

* It is the highest literary honour in India.

e |t is awarded for works written in Indian
languages.

* |t is conferred by Bharatiya Jnanpith.

 Which of the above statements are
correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1,2and 3

D. 1 only




Word of the day

Abstruse:
incomprehensible to one of ordinary
understanding or knowledge

Synonyms: deep, recondite

Usa g€: The professor’s lectures were so

abstruse that students tended to avoid them.

Pronounciation:
https://newsth.live/E8Vonh

Word of the day

Folly:

the trait of acting stupidly or rashly

Synonyms: absurdity, blunder, foolishness

Usa g€ Her folly cost the company a lot of
money.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/follypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /ab'stiu:s/

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /foli/




Thank you ©




