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* “Discipline is the bridge
between goals and
accomplishment.” — Jim
Rohn




AATLROAY
b £, 400

INTRINATIONAL
(e

0 P

= TH E

www.thehindu.com

b T

ATHIETONN BYATE
Manipur
PAMs visit today

| set for

T T -]

WORLE - PASK 48

T

Russia,
start joint
military deill§®

@ﬂé

E ( llcnlrn rellel to
Kampama Ranaut
HEWE % PARE ¥

India’s grain
bowl, qﬁ::'

the deluge

As floods recede, Purgaly
stares at grim reality

BROUME EXNO *» WAoE 7

(W T T T YT

oavis cur
Dhakshineswar, N
put India 2-0 ahe
REORT B PAGE 14

Sushila Karki sworn in as Nepal’s

President Ram Chandr Foudel dissolves Nepal's
1, acceptingg an important Gen 2 demuand

73 yenr-old former Chiel Justice, who backed lllt'
T (0 uppoint Cabinet, overses

proteste

WATHMANG

ik K

Wetin-of ADALIE 10 the b

milayan maton, e who

annaunced fravh ehectis
oh 8,

briuf carvmony. Accoriing
w0 the Offbes oF the Prest
dent, Mr. Foudel dimotved
Wi B el

o
dation of the newly gy
Pented Wrliris i b
wekd, 7, the Gt
vfen of Ne
h

vt
Minkates.
Vollowlng hectie mo
hogan late an

dimolve Pl
Aol o G

lrlli w'u

rongn downy th
A
uu m- x.-..mnlm . Me.

H

ot |I|u| will averaoe the

et

win Wil Gen £ cam
lgners mgreed on - My,
Il e o o Lty
AL ANIEIITL,

i

ciom of Parliament hid de
wd 1w procos of bt

Appointment

Kovar
A I\nldollh« lmhl uwul

n On - comauliat o
with Ma. Karki and other
Tl enpares, facslit
the Army. airice Thursbey

T (0 sk
and expertn he um-ullud.
U 10 otluriL Wik SR

v concerned that dissoty
Wiz Pari hefore op.
pointing  the
vy

Wi e e iew Cal
1L, With nobody 1o ki it
Aconntable, Me. Karki, ho
waver, hicked the protos
e Temand e lhn
Hloune be dissolved.

w anel that W I'alllu

Piarlarn

[ e e
Ad oy < mpum-wu

wake \EOf e

dent's Inl\-v Ilwm-nmu

Tiekday, il

had Al cor

i
ek o1 i
i, wihis Bl Bl 1T iy
sction fw mul ahauld 1
M W

. W
Waltlng Inl m« PIOces 10

wibbe wnd h- u-‘mnu vnn
e

The .\vmv. Ve by Finc uc
ttor wi pr
1he #irvsis hae of

“Chvan that ey uppelnt
" il v
Takwnd wt & thine of ik

) WA i
kaly to Do quastiomL.
A Adiaiboart wald

Nopal's toch-xavvy Gunl
it with the podit

lonn  Ieatyion, U e

1L1vata o Mondity, At iase
) people werk Miled

brutal reapona by h

oW turned viakint, s de

MO stormed podlt.

sclu lmun X, ot m«m o
ult 1 the

ot e
yimbobic

tubarover of the .mw
wrenlat

down

W canr
ol boc ket 1 Mu Kir
s o 1o leadd i clvilian
Bovernmene
The imess rvsted
cal purtien and Isad the
Wy Now el Ma. Kar

first woman PM

M priotites will Include investgating the Sept. 8
violence, sddressing attucks on state |

st ructure

X has beun gtven he b Im overnes eloctions,

o Waral
mn..«u Tor Ahkiers.  PYouN, Adome
iy (e D, W any
ulum i of ten 2 The Hibna
% viections will be Arry out the
h.yw. W oo newly  tak ..nw- sl haniiing
dumacrstie  over powe
BT
ar

Top Prlorites
e

upright,
calling Bar an anti-cormp-

on crimdor. She holds a
ot in potilical

e

e OnIverMitY, . VATARAAL,
law  dngeen G

au\mm.n Altor
e Acting Chilef Jun

tica rom Al 3 to uly 10,
1 ol

1vib

et l n,

3010, She retired: O A 7, BRI § CATIIEY, A0

a0 a sloninal lvstigation iy
Lok M) Ihlldl n urnlu. w who

st whd an

e s !
wholly justified.
=100 At
Monges for her woul
T E) e A fon
nfdence e nallse Baed (o Kotk

I TPTT i)

Monmal reforme o streng
then demoniacy and i

countabiliny, he added,
@

W
sy
o) Py Dt for
P

manuacreit and cryation
dlmabase b shary
Mrasiteigs W v, e sald

Irdiel ang aremrphar
L )

Man accused of
Killing Charlie
Kirk arvested

n
wrribar ol
wiver o frante
yur il was
Willel afies ol 1L Uiy & wiighe
bt 1 1k e b o
ackirewning b CTOWAY A1 At

oy UVIVIH Iy i s
AR prnsaren
LB fr gt - man 1n

R hwinys bwsue
alert after several
signal Bllures

" \-lmul i Infrastiuctun
it "

o

o e

o ey follurss vy

Wt vk 6k, g & o

R -
g

AN the

gonerel menaiers of Junel
wirarays b dabe pon
e A .

LR
Arih W,

‘Ending India’s
Russian oil

imports i
top priority’
&

buliaxin) Af
HEW R

Wlia (n wogr

nw uunm- oll I a "lu|!

U Pealdent

Bonad P Aibasss-

dordavignme 1o Tndin S
v at

14 wabed Wt M, T
Bt diaaddo 1 uryntal clar
thit 1ndia would have ©

TR ol Kimalan

P ey

Retail inflation climbs
to 2.1% in August after
a nine-month decline

Trse by ug

p 3 TR LT T TRy The fuel u«
WIW DI ory Aaw & rlatively

Thcroase I influtson, which
Mot ndadon broke & quickened to L% 0 AU
nie-month dectining Bt 2008 Brom EA% In July
wiwak b

GET rare |Mrlﬂ

WG B peoadiaits, e

b e of bow il

nm-nnn In August  Hon A vegor
i

Firecracker ban should not be only in Delhi: CJI

ol

AW DL

o Wi bis
b confinel b

T bl Cagital, i Ko
v COUEE wald In ornl
Vidduy.
"

tiew  Eoun o
o Wi

" llu'lvilhwllvl|avvl
Torokend 10, Chied

o Wl
Peasachs nf witsier,

Hive 1 e e, i
e R TR
Foun
Wb e dependent
A fde

v
ATy, e o
Ul

T Dok divien

AL
11w b

Whix aren, i should have
polhstlon frea alr and no
hn oothwe i ol tiadiar
Ao Chpbord Jrstiicer wbion
Senihon acdvon ate Agar

e
opplled th

the Wik’ have
AIBEY WA WY e o

ate poltyrion. *Fherw in.
P

w.u ot o pollution in

wakd thelr Beences are be
e lv\\)luul due to the top
M
Ao P, o
Eradution and sl

L-n-n ey

some of nm.

wre vl (11 2
“Only W 1 e that

bursiirig of greem eraxharn
o Ui D u

'-unvm Tethinkin th tan
mposed  through s

o
D bt vl

Vriday, dhe court
POt from the
Gomm iaslon for Ant Qualt

) Minngamaar wnd ilned
p Ao gt

hwe than  pulaes  which
[ 13 #

llw It bone rihe . b

. Ha s CRIE Wy, avvadiong b o
-«ml RGN for by e Banb of Tarod
e dwssarols wiig
W 0 Sk
upward - presare  with

"

bkl it

e rate of sorail infla
Hining o

ton hsd hoon &
ory month
EAREY

fics Nowbar

Ve winil barver s
Tl data snleaned by the

Hon on ¥ o that
lnﬂlll n l‘u‘ 'l-l i
v g Al
Mokt flon b Adaor ot
w

I AL Tt Yo
intlation i the dothing
and focewwar category re

AN RO D
o

e |k
in "the housog lallas aod the Ved
wtood at 306K In Au..m manvas ahand with aggeres.
companed Wit 100 W ave e con AMa. Bl
Iy




Sushila Karki sworn in as Nepal’s first woman PM

73-year-old former Chief Justice, who backed the
protesters, has to appoint Cabinet, oversee polls

Sanjeev Satgainya

KATHMANDU

epal President Ram

Chandra Poudel ap-

pointed former
Chief Justice Sushila Karki
as the country’s new Prime
Minister and dissolved Par-
liament on Friday, as days
of political turmoil showed
signs of abating in the Hi-
malayan nation. He also
announced fresh elections
on March 5, 2026.

Mr. Poudel adminis-
tered the oath of office and
secrecy to Ms. Karki at a
brief ceremony. According
to the Office of the Presi-
dent, Mr. Poudel dissolved
the House and set the elec-
tion date at the recommen-
dation of the newly ap-
pointed Prime Minister.

Ms. Karki, 73, the first
woman Chief Justice of Ne-
pal, is now the country’s
first woman Prime
Minister.

Following hectic meet-
ings that began late on
Thursday, Mr. Poudel on
Friday evening agreed to
dissolve Parliament, a key
demand of Gen Z protes-

ters who brought down the
government of K.P. Sharma
Oli on September 9. Ms.
Karki will soon form a Cabi-
net that will oversee the
elections.

Even after Gen Z cam-
paigners agreed on Ms.
Karki's name as the leader
of the next government, a
dispute over the dissolu-
tion of Parliament had de-
layed the process of her
appointment.

Several consultations
Mr. Poudel has held several
rounds of consultations
with Ms. Karki and other
legal experts, facilitated by
the Army, since Thursday
night.

According to sources
and experts he consulted,
the President was extreme-
ly concerned that dissolv-
ing Parliament before ap-
pointing the head of
government could give a
free rein to the new Cabi-
net, with nobody to hold it
accountable, Ms. Karki, ho-
wever, backed the protes-
ters’ demand that the
House be dissolved. Protes-
ters argued that if Parlia-

Regime change: Nepal President Ram Chandra Poudel administers the oath of office te Sushila Karki at

¢ JUINS

the President House in Kathmandu on Friday. asp

ment was not dissolved,
the same old parties would
retain their control and
influence.

Sudan Gurung, a promi-
nent Gen Z campaigner,
said on Thursday that
House dissolution was
non-negotiable, echoing
Kathmandu Mayor Balen-
dra Shah, a leading figure
in the movement. Protes-
ters had agreed on the
choice of Ms. Karki only af-

ter Mr. Shah endorsed her.

As young campaigners
waited in front of the Presi-
dent’s Office throughout
Friday, party insiders said
Mr. Poudel had also con-
sulted major political lead-
ers, who told him that any
action he took should re-
main within constitutional
limits.

The Army, the key facili-
tator whose presence on
the streets has ensured a

President Ram Chandra Poudel dissolves Nepal's
Parliament, accepting an important Gen Z demand

semblance of calm, was
waiting for the process to
move ahead as soon as pos-
sible and was getting exas-
perated as the hours
passed, sources said.

Though some expressed
concerns that the process
of appointing Ms. Karki fell
outside constitutional
bounds,  constitutional
expert Bipin Adhikari said
it was “unlikely” to be chal-
lenged in court.

PM'’s priorities will include investigating the Sept. 8

“Given that her appoint-
ment is a remedial mea-
sure taken at a time of cri-
sis, its legitimacy is not
likely to be questioned,”
Mr. Adhikari said.

Nepal's tech-savvy Gen
Z, frustrated with the polit-
ical class for their years of
misrule and flashy, luxu-
rious lifestyles, hit the
streets on Monday. At least
19 people were killed in a
brutal response by the Oli
government, which trig-
gered further protests and
a sweeping social media
ban. On Tuesday, the prot-
ests turned violent, as de-
monstrators stormed polit-
icians’ homes, set them on
fire, and manhandled the
leaders. They also burned
down key government in-
frastructure in a symbolic
takeover of the state,

As the protests escalat-
ed, Mr. Oli stepped down
and has been under Army
protection since. The cam-
paigners locked in Ms. Kar-
ki's name to lead a civilian
government to clean up
the mess created by politi-
cal parties and lead the
country. Now that Ms. Kar-

ki has been given the helm
of the country, a daunting
task rests on her shoulders
~ staying true to the de-
mands of Gen Z and over-
seeing elections to hand
over power to a newly
elected democratic
government.

Ms. Karki is widely re-
garded as clean and
upright, with many even
calling her an anti-corrup-
tion crusader. She holds a
master’s degree in political
science from Banaras Hin-
du University, Varanasi,
and a law degree from
Tribhuvan University. After
serving as Acting Chief Jus-
tice from April 13 to July 10,
2016, she was appointed
Chief Justice on July 11,
2016. She retired on June 7,
2017,

Lok Raj Baral, a profes-
sor and former Ambassa-
dor of Nepal to India, says
that in the current context,
the selection of Ms. Karki is
wholly justified.

“The immediate chal-
lenges for her would be to
maintain law and order,
boost confidence among
all organs of the state, and

violence, addressing attacks on state infrastructure

oversee elections,” said Mr.
Baral, author of Nepal:
From Monarchy to Repu-
blic, in an interview with
The Hindu. “1 believe she
will be able to carry out the
task of peacefully handing
over power.”

Top priorities
After assuming office, Ms.
Karki will need to form a
Cabinet by appointing Mi-
nisters to carry out essen-
tial functions of govern-
ment while leading the
country toward elections.
Mr. Adhikari says the
first two priorities of the in-
terim government should
be an independent investi-
gation and prosecution of
those responsible for the
September 8 carnage, and
a criminal investigation in-
to those who carried out
attacks and arson against
state infrastructure. “The
interim head also needs to
pave the way for constitu-
tional reforms to streng-
then democracy and ac-
countability,” he added.
(Sanjeev Satgainya is a jour-
nalist based in Kathman-
du.)
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» Event: Nepal's President Ram Chandra Poudel appointed Sushila Karki, former Chief Justice, as the

new Prime Minister.
» Action: Parliament dissolved at protesters’ demand; fresh elections announced for March 5, 2026.

» Reason: After days of violent Gen Z-led protests that toppled PM K.P. Sharma Oli's govt.

2. About Sushila Karki
e Age: 73 years.
e Background:

e First woman Chief Justice of Nepal (2016-2017).
e Academic: Master's in Political Science (Banaras Hindu University), Law degree (Tribhuvan

University).
» Known for anti-corruption stance, uprightness, and integrity.

» Role Now: Nepal's first woman PM.



3. Key Decisions

» Dissolution of Parliament:

e Accepted an important Gen Z demand.

» Ensures transfer of power to a newly elected govt.
» Cabinet Formation:

» Karki to appoint ministers = oversee elections, run interim govt.

4. Challenges & Priorities

 Immediate Challenges:
* Maintain law and order, stabilize state institutions.
e Handle youth demands, restore public trust.
e Top Priorities:
1. Independent probe into Sept 8 violence (19 killed, attacks on infrastructure).
2. Criminal investigation of attacks/arson against state property.

3. Prepare ground for constitutional reforms to ensure accountability.



About Nepal's Political Instability

e Since 1990: 30 governments in 35 years.
 No PM has completed a full term.
* Transition:
* 1990 - Constitutional Monarchy.
e 2008 - Republic (after Maoist insurgency).
* 2015 - New Constitution adopted.

Sushila Karki’'s Judicial Legacy
* First woman to head Nepal's judiciary.

» Known for landmark rulings on corruption cases.

* Faced impeachment attempt in 2017 (later withdrawn).

India—Nepal Angle
» India has stakes in Nepal's political stability due to:
e QOpen border (1,751 km).
» Trade, security, migration.

e Counterbalance to China's growing influence.



Firecracker ban should not be only in Delhi: CJI

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The ban on firecrackers
should not be confined to
the national capital, the Su-
preme Court said in oral
observations on Friday,
noting that people across
the country have a right to
pollution-free air.

“Therefore, a policy
should be crafted for the
entire country. If firecrack-
ers have to be banned, it
has to be done for the en-
tire country... Also, the
poor who are dependent
on this industry have to be
looked into,” Chief Justice
of India B.R. Gavai ob-
served in a hearing ahead
of Deepavali and the ap-
proach of winter.

He asked why citizens
living in other cities and
other parts of the country
should not be accorded the
same relief from air pollu-
tion as the “elite” of Delhi.
“Just because this is the na-
tional capital city or the Su-
preme Court is situated in

e

country. If firecrackers

have to be banned, it has

to be done for the entire
country... Also, the poor

who are dependent on

this industry have

to be looked into

A policy should be
crafted for the entire

B.R. GAVAI
Chief Justice of India

this area, it should have
pollution-free air and not
the other parts of India?”
the Chief Justice asked.
Senior advocate Aparaji-
ta Singh, an amicus curiae
in the air pollution cases,
replied that the ‘elite’ have
their own ways to counter

air pollution. “There is a
misconception that air pol-
lution is only a problem for
the elite. It is actually the
people on the streets who
suffer,” Ms. Singh said, ad-
ding that people in Delhi
literally choke from the
pollution.

“Winters are impossi-
ble,” she said.

Chief Justice Gavai said
the problem was national.
“I was in Amritsar last win-
ter on Guru Purab day. I
was told the pollution in
Amritsar was worse than in
Delhi... Whatever policy
there is [to counter air pol-
lution], it should be on a
pan-India basis,” he said.

Senior advocate K. Para-
meshwar, appearing for
the firecracker industry,

said their licences are be-
ing revoked due to the top
court’s confirmation of a
complete ban on the sale,
production and manufac-
ture of firecrackers in Delhi
and the National Capital
Region (NCR) in April 2025.
Some of these licences
were valid till 2028.

“Only if it is shown that
bursting of green crackers
causes the bare minimum
pollution is there a possi-
bility of rethinking the ban
imposed through earlier
orders of this court,” the
court had observed in
April.

On Friday, the court
sought a report from the
Commission for Air Quali-
ty Management and listed
the case after two weeks.




e Observation by Supreme Court: Ban on firecrackers should not be confined to Delhi &
NCR.

* Chief Justice B.R. Gavai:
* People across India have a right to pollution-free air.
* If ban is necessary, it should apply to the entire country.

* Also emphasised the need to protect livelihoods of poor workers dependent on
firecracker industry.



Why only Delhi?

e Citizens outside Delhi also suffer from air pollution (e.g., Amritsar worse than Delhi on Guru
Purab).

e Court questioned selective application of relief.

Livelihood Concerns

e Many poor families depend on firecracker manufacturing.
e Policy must balance environmental protection with social justice.

Report Considered

e Commission for Air Quality Management submitted a report; case to be reviewed in two
weeks.



Issues Highlighted
Public Health
* Air pollution is not just an “elite” problem; ordinary people on streets suffer more.
* Winters worsen the crisis; Delhiites “literally choke” in smog.
Licences Cancelled
e Ban on sale, production, manufacture of firecrackers in Delhi & NCR (April 2025).
* Some licences (valid till 2028) revoked.
Green Crackers Debate

* Court earlier: Only if “green crackers” shown to cause minimum pollution, ban may
be reconsidered.



Legal Background
Article 21: Right to life includes right to a clean environment.
Previous Orders:

* Arjun Gopal vs Union of India (2018) - allowed only “green crackers” with reduced
emissions.

* Multiple interim bans before every Diwali season.
Firecracker Industry
Major Hub: Sivakasi (Tamil Nadu) - ~90% of India’s firecracker production.
Employs ~4-5 lakh workers (direct + indirect).
Health Impact
Firecrackers release PM2.5, SO2, NO2, heavy metals - respiratory, cardiac risks.
Winter + stubble burning + firecrackers = severe smog episodes.
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India’s manuscripts
reflect the journey of
humanity, says Modi

PM says digitisation will curb intellectual piracy; he bats for creation of
database and highlights collaboration with Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Na-
P rendra Modi on Fri-

day batted for digi-
tisation of India’s ancient
manuscripts and creation
of a database to share the
knowledge in them.

Mr. Modi, who was ad-
dressing an International
Conference on “Reclaim-
ing India's Knowledge Le-
gacy through Manuscript
Heritage” as part of the
launch of the Gyan Bhara-
tam Mission, said digitisa-
tion would help in curbing
“intellectual piracy”, as
the information sourced
from the country’s tradi-
tional knowledge system
had been copied and pa-
tented many a time by
others.

He said the exercise
would be an extension of
the country’s resolve to
forge ahead with the con-
cept of swadeshi (made in
India) and atmanirbhar
(self-reliant) Bharat.

The Prime Minister said
India had the worid’s lar-
gest collection of about
one crore manuscripts, of

international conference on manuscripts in New Dethi on Friday. P

which over 10 lakh had
been digitised so far. He
commended private or-
ganisations for working
with the government to
achieve this goal.

India is now proudly pre-
senting before the world its
heritage of ancient know-
ledge preserved in its ma-
nuscripts for centuries, he
said, adding that India was
also working with other
countries such as Thai-
land, Vietnam, and Mongo-
lia, with whom it has en-
joved cultural ties and
which are home to such

manuscripts. “Throughout
history, crores of manu-
scripts were destroyed, but
the ones that remain show
how devoted our ancestors
were  to  knowledge,
science, and learning,” Mr.
Modi said. “India’s manu-
scripts contain footprints
of the development jour-
ney of the entire humani-
He launched the “Gyan
Bharatam” portal, a dedi-
cated digital repository
platform to digitalise and
preserve ancient Indian
manuscripts, and enhance
sharing traditional know-
ledge embedded in them,




Aspect

Definition

Materials Used
Languages
Scripts

Content

Preservation

Significance

Modern Efforts

Details

A manuscript is a handwritten or typed document, often ancient or historical,
containing texts, scriptures, or literary works. In India, it primarily refers to
traditional texts written before the advent of printing.

Palm leaves, birch bark, parchment, handmade paper, cloth.

Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tamil, Telugu, Persian, Arabic, and many regional Indian
languages.

Devanagari, Grantha, Sharada, Modi, Nandinagari, Tamil-Brahmi, Persian, etc.

Religious texts (Vedas, Upanishads, Quran, Bible translations), literature, philosophy,
Ayurveda, astronomy, mathematics, law, history.

National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), libraries, museums, temples, monasteries,
and private collections.

Vital for understanding India’s cultural, scientific, and philosophical heritage.
Manuscripts are primary sources for reconstructing ancient knowledge.

Digitization projects, conservation labs, and online archives under NMM and state
cultural departments.



PM Narendra Modi addressed the International Conference on
“Reclaiming India’s Knowledge Legacy through Manuscript Heritage”.

Occasion: Launch of the Gyan Bharattam Mission.

Focus: Digitisation of manuscripts to preserve knowledge & curb
intellectual piracy.




* Digitisation Drive:

* India has one crore manuscripts (world’s largest collection).

* Over 10 lakh already digitised.

* Aim: Creation of a national database for manuscripts.
* Gyan Bharattam Portal:

* A dedicated digital platform for preservation & sharing.

* Objective: Prevent copying/patenting of India’s traditional knowledge by outsiders.
e Collaboration:

 India working with Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia (nations with shared cultural ties).



Significance
Knowledge Legacy:
* Manuscripts reflect footprints of humanity’s development journey.
* Cover subjects like science, learning, philosophy, and culture.
Swadeshi & Atmanirbhar:
* Extension of India’s vision of self-reliance & cultural pride.
Preventing Intellectual Piracy:

* Traditional knowledge (e.g., Ayurveda, yoga, herbal medicine) often copied &
patented abroad.

 Digitisation ensures legal & historical protection.



 Manuscript Heritage in India
* National Mission for Manuscripts (2003): Established to survey, conserve & digitise.
* Languages: Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Persian, Arabic, Tamil, etc.

* Famous Repositories: Sarasvati Mahal Library (Tanjore), Bhandarkar Institute (Pune), JNU
Manuscript Library.

* Global Context

 UNESCO Memory of the World Programme: Promotes preservation of documentary
heritage.

e Other countries digitising heritage: China (Dunhuang manuscripts), Greece (Byzantine texts).
* Intellectual Property Angle
* India has fought biopiracy cases:
* Turmeric patent case (1997).
* Neem patent case (2000).
 Digitisation can prevent future misuse.
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The RTTs shift to a ‘right to deny information’
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The RTTs shift to a ‘right to deny information’

he Right to Information (RTI) Act is
founded on the principle that in a
democracy, which is defined as “rule
of the people, by the people, for the
people”, all Information held by the government
inherently belongs to the citizens, The
government acts as a custodian of this
information on behalf of the populace. Citizens
legiti their representatives by electing them,
in turn legitimise the bureaucracy.
Therefore, the default mode under the RT1 is that
all Information must be shared with cltizens,
However, the Act always included specific
exemptions to protect certain interests, such as
national sovereignty, One crucial exemption is
the Act’s Section 8(1Xj), which is on “personal
Information™

The original Section 8(1Xj) was a detailed
provision designed to balance the right to
information with individual privacy. It stipulated
that personal information could be denied if it
had no connection to public activity or
constituted an “unwarranted invasion on the
privacy of an Individual”, unless there was a
larger public interest in its disclosure,

A key aspect of this original provision was a
proviso which is an acid test, It said: “provided
that the information which cannot be denied to
the Parliament or a State Legiskature shall not be
denied to any person”. This meant that if
information could not be denied to Parliament or
a State Legislature it could also not be denled to
an ordinary citizen.

The intent was to guide public information
officers (PIOs) in discerning what constituted
public activity, private activity, or an kwasion of
privacy, especially given the difbiculty in
definitively defining “privacy" (even Justice K.S,
Puttaswanty (Retd) vs Union Of Indta
acknowledged that it would evolve on a
case-to-case basis). The government routinely
collects information from an individual in the
normal course of its duties, and such information
is generally not considered to be an invasion of
privacy and should, therefore, be shared.
However, If it invades his privacy, it must not be
taken routinely. Restrictions on the fundamental
right to information should be within the limits
set by Article 19(0(2) of the Constitution, Here,
there are only two words relating to privacy:
‘decency” or ‘morality’, If disclosure violates
decency or morality, it should be denied to
Parliament and citizens.

The of *personal information’
The Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act
amends Section 8(1)()) of the RTI Act - a drastic
alteration of Section 8()(j) that reduces its length
to six words, This significant abbreviation makes
it easy for mast information to be denled. The
core concern revolves around the interpretation
of “personal information" itseif.

is 8 former Central
Information
Commssioner

Citizens and
the media need
to challenge the
Digital Personal
Data Protection
Act’s
amendment of
Section 8(1)(j) of
the Right to
Information
(RTD Act

One of the most pressing issues is the lack of a
clear and consistent definition of “personal
information™ under the amended RTT Act,
especially in its relationship with the new Data
Protection Law. There are two conflicting views:
the first is Natural Person Interpretation: One
view holds that “person” should be understood
In Its general sense, referring to a “normal
person” or natural person. The second is the
DPDP Bill Definition. The other, equally valid
view, interprets “person” as defined in the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Bill. The DPDP
Bill's definition is expansive, including a "Hindu
undivided family, a firm, a company, [and] any
association of individuals and the State”,

If the latter definition is adopted, “almost
everything is personal information”. A significant
amount of information can be shown to be
related to some person. Thus the law gives a
handle to deny most information. The RT1 is
mnsfornxdmaMthmyhfmnm It
becomes an "RDT". This broad
poses a fundamental threat to the spirit of
transparency. Adding to the complexity, the
DPDP Bill contains a provision that overrides all
other laws in cases of conflict. This is alarming
because the DPDP Bill specifies strong penalties
for violations which can be as high as ¥250 crore.

This creates an untenable situation for P10s. As
much of the government information is now
digital, PIOs are apprehensive that a mistake in
disclosing information could lead to severe
financial penalties. This fear will incentivise PIOs
to err on the side of information denial rather
than disclosure, effectively creating a “right to
deny information”. The DPDP Act must not
override the RTT Act, though it might be
acceptable for it to override other Acts.

Facilitating corruption
The practical implications of these amendments
are dire for public accountability and the fight

gaimmmpﬂun.'l’mmmah crucial tool
in this battle, especially when ?

anti-corruption mechanisms have proven to be
ineffective,

The first is the loss of public monitoring.
Citlzens are the best monitors against corruption.
If information is denied, this vital monitoring
mechanism is severely hampered. India’s
multilayered government agencies such as
vigilance departments, anti-corruption bureaus
and the Lokpal, have abjectly failed to curb
corruption,

The second is denial of essential information.
The broadened scope of "personal information™
means that even mundane yet crucial documents
coudd be withheld — a citizen’s own corrected
marksheet could be denied as “personal”™. The
example of Rajasthan sharing details of pension
beneficiaries to combat “ghost employees” and
“ghost cards"” will cease. Even a simple order

signed by an official could be denied as “personal
information”. It can result in over 90% of
information being denied.

The third is unfettered corruption. The
amendment “makes it the easy thing to be
corrupt”. Information relating to ghost
employees or corruption charges falls under
“personal information”. It will be hidden,
allowing corruption to ‘flourish and continue
unhindered'.

While the “larger public interest” clause still
exists in the RTT Act (in Section 8(2)), Its practical
application is extremely rare and difficult.
Citizens should not have to demonstrate “larger
public interest™ to access information as it is their
fundamental right. This requirement only applies
if information is already exempt.

There will be less than 196 orders where an
exemption is accepted, but disclosure is based on
larger public interest. This ks because it Is an
incredibly cl decision for any officer to
malm.mkhhmwmmnualhmwa:w individual
against the broader public benefit of disclosure.
Therefore, relying on this clause to ensure
mpmmyahuwamuﬂmunish:w

Apathy and a call to action
Despite the gravity of these amendments, there
Tt been a notable kack of public and media
outcry when compared to previous RTI changes,
such as those concerning Commissioner's salaries
and tenures. This apathy may be due to the
amendment being “under the guise of data
protection”, making it seem less threatening to
the average citizen. There Is akso a common
sentiment that an individual’s own information
should not be shared, regardless of its relevance,
leading to an ‘ego takes over' mentality.

Sections 8(2) and 44(3) of the DPDP Bill
constitute a “very fundamental regression on our
democracy” and a "very fundamental attack on
our fundamental rights*,

There needs to be a focus on four issues, First,
media and citizen engagement — there must be
widespread p\bllcamudonamulhecoumry

election manifestos that these amendments will
be reversed. Third, public opinion - it is crucial
1o build strong public opinion with the support of
the media. Fourth, recognition of gravity - this
issue deserves as much attention as any other
critical natkonal debate, as the fundamental right
to information is being

Ifclumwmmnemmmahsim they will
imperil their freedom and . Collective
action can lead to these changes being reversed.
The future of transparency and accountability in
India hinges on whether citizens and media can
push back and protect the integrity of the RT1 +
Act,




* RTI Act (2005): Based on the principle that govt. is custodian of information - citizens have right to access
it.

* Issue: Section 8(1)(j) of RTI Act exempts “personal information” from disclosure.

* Concern: With the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, definition of personal information expands
- risk of converting RTl into Right to Deny Information (RDI).

2. Original Provision (RTI Act, Section 8(1)(j))
Allowed denial only if:

* Information had no link with public interest/authority.
* Disclosure caused unwarranted invasion of privacy.

Safeguard: If info can’t be denied to Parliament/state legislature - cannot be denied to citizen.

Aim: Balance privacy with transparency.



* Ambiguity of “personal information”:

* DPDP Act widens scope - includes almost anything related to a person (even job
records, financial details).

 Risk of overuse by Public Information Officers (P1Os) - default denial.
* Conflict of Laws: DPDP Act overrides other laws, including RTI.

* Fear Factor: Heavy penalties (up to X250 crore) for data disclosure mistakes - PIOs may
prefer denial.



Key Risks
Transparency Undermined:

* Govt. officers may cite “privacy” to block routine info like travel bills, recruitment
details.

Public Interest at Stake:

* Citizens must prove “larger public interest” for disclosure = difficult.
Fewer Disclosures: Experts estimate less than 1% of RTI requests may be honoured.
Accountability Loss: Restricting info shields corruption, inefficiency.



Broader Implications

Democratic Deficit

e RTI ensures citizens’ oversight on govt. functioning. Weakening it reduces
democratic checks.

e Judicial Precedent

e Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) upheld privacy as fundamental right but
allowed proportional balancing with transparency.

s Civil Society Concerns

e Activists warn of “return to secrecy” culture.




About RTI Act (2005)

Inspired by Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) movement in Rajasthan.

Replaced Freedom of Information Act (2002).

Brought transparency in govt. functioning.

Landmark RTI Uses

Unearthed scams (e.g., Commonwealth Games, Adarsh housing scam).

Exposed irregularities in PDS, MGNREGA, etc.

Global Context

Over 100 countries have Right to Information laws.

India ranked low in Global RTI Rating due to weak enforcement & misuse of exemptions.



The Mahurastvrs
e
Laotter of Comfort b
Wb atiig & soii
ATCSRTOF CO)

i enn [ nn BUEH Acho Vauanal

ovwrninent s alloried 100
A

i owi s 0 the
I (s T
DY 10 ST, TR,

company v phanning to ser up o faly munw Mth "
» pu

capae yul a8
i l

th' Iw-ldlmllhvr for
ks e Hisnichal
fos

ot
niw candidares

Taition s MDD 10 81

Tl anjon f
Ha

g or s

Adiroct
bt

w il csepibota
30, 3028, (FAD WerVwwed
optermbar 1L, 2028,

e Bareans vl -

Centre unvells licensing policy
for opium poppy cultivation

on I

L L

ihle

e 10 Farmver Bcenavs. This el
Al Bari s,

i

ouhced the

N ly £ 36 lukty
L0 Faceive Licw e — o Z0LwN
|

.

absve thes Vi o e

d, the Contre would
Vit

Vessel ban at Adani
port may hit crude
supplies from Russia

e han o on o ssne
a

o Mg
vensels by Adani
T b il H s bl B
Ie Fone (APSID, 1
TGNt Privine por opeen-
100, Ry Mfver cruda oll
Vo Thmake

1] U Lot b 146 D
UM (5 e 4] e oy

port wo st o
MOOTINg CADICILY. 1 eV

o major reltaers ke
MRCLMn Tinergy
(IMEL) and state-pwned
lmll»n O, wel we
e 141 10

o
Al yosols
i thy 1o L1 OF

g
Ihow OF Porviin Aot Cone Viny L Crde Carii
1o (OFAC), Suropean Ui and UL Langs Grode Gl
To (KUY and Ve ALK, 1o ptivn ot il
1 rehnories i Noeth indi,
gt sl that the Ade
roup's dec "

b Lo
Toual <ot ol Impolu. I

et i e
AL kot il 1 s
v wljsnilbvans

6 ANl TN, AC PG 0N KURMARL Crude  a) AITenAGUE ek,
COUNting tor 22m% mncker ol tlows 1o India l-.runnnly a Ny
o, with wix gaoTin s wray's Vilinor fefioary,
usslan o which war sanctionet by

terud on (he west comt. pp——
v o ah el 15 In garsbnnlaely shiidienes
PO o e wiat Conat, d b ALt S Al
i it

) Modul
sl o

Wi AT by Tt July, Kl

At Whown (AL Nayaras

{iuput GOIR avaeily waa
i

ly-l for u-n i
1

Wl llh-lh v .
snMicans shallonge o the
1IN of Russtan crude o

o W A i (e e e
than B0% of  Mundeds  riosk Ths thaxes Mundima * Ouver tehmerion,
arrivals, e agm Wil gatwany fop Humslan writer
Chpated. e Mundia  Darrele we 0 Mot bl

ity b S 1iod
U Craates potential con
pllance prossires for i

VML Wi

"o
counts lvl ore llmu IU‘.
ol nulu ml rrivibe at Mon-

with The
")

SEBI asks govt. to
relax minimum
public shareholding

norms for large IPOs

MRAL

W ostrition  Kolis
of 1ndla G T

Ncommended
WO L0 Tolax Ul
pabile wharehekding (MPS)
S o b
Caming g with big inftial
public offuebnge

wle-basedt
thrwwholds tor Iarge oW

"

Denedit Gom lvesting i
them

Ax par oxinting reguln
dann, Wnors with i post-in-
e T e ]
A abuve  €1,00,000
r0re Atw reuired o Bl
(n BRI TR 000 Ciare A

AL 5% of thie ot ms

erioet oa

“Hor hl.v iary, ditut,
" "

Tuhirs Kart Punitay

ol low
10 uchiove MIPS of 20% 10w
wrndusl manner. Extanded
Perhond lw hr l(lul also
s

.
audity i Lt Adaw 110
. FOr largy slie
uulqihnhﬂ.llrl Vidod
nimum. Public Ofer will
wifIl b Baree evvemigghs (o g
vide fficien o the
marbat,
uul fan lbitate 4
....n.u.y, Ve hnkrenan bl

Monbtoring mechanivm
Post Huting, the sock wx
changes will continue
vnltor e AR
Diroigh el s velliance
el yelasest
wiaLIfe oidur

s s
ey A
Ilnl wuh s may

Bt i shawn
10 tpawding sauity il
ton,  widversely  affecting

Al frstorwnt of auisting pa
biie -'umhnlll"- " e it
W e

o

of rending i
I

LUREET

Centre, states will
wiarn 140000 cr il
10 el

with
kel vap ok EN0,000
CHone t0 E00,000 viore,
HACIE D e lunni ik
AR public 0000
crove wd e Iwm -'!v olllm
JHE A1 ey

AR MG of 25% I 1o by
wnhilevinl within (v yours
latiog.

sevappeds Gadkant

dean Mo NN Cad
Kart on Friday s the
Contre wnd  statwx u\uM
AT U S 140,000
I all 97 hhh \IMN
st inge
scrappd.

Will meet Dec. FTA

deadline, assures EU
trade commissioner

W DKL

l'ﬂvnmnu Unlon's
Lo v on

exprvaved confiden
Mt Trow (mbe

“warly vonel

DOROTATRONS. 1T v

i team from the

beon 0 India sl
day for o wewb long nmml

Trumaparency for

Trmche
¥riday
ow that
ottt}

l
vory hapyry

G A
st

W has  midale
« Mon.
what 1 helle

wals
by th A

furo. coation on Feiduy,

o b
sble 4 uddrusn Yoo In the

oty Intenyive
talka A0 eGOHIOT  oF

pot o
Ve MATEwEUraTS ASW-

Putting best foor forward

Apollo

Hospitals to
uire IFC's

stake in AHI

Apollo
prive Lad (AMEL) on Fri
day aninounced 1 nient (o

Houpiuala  Kntwr

v wli) by
he Inl-nmlhuul Pl e

RO o, e accuisition

of the Alares b expected 1o

toee crypmprleted Iy tha el of
e JOIN.

100 bl probion:
Oneology Contre i G [Ipr—— s T
aram, [P ALy ot

ol bty
v b

nehy 0w a1Vl A 1

ety Pl A DA £

y o
WA o g LT Ar e

Gaslfication of
coal will be a
gamechanger,
drive
self-reliance,
clean energy’

b
MUMIAL

sl Wil finaln ital, ail
" It "

¢
Bewrerary, Miniiary of Coal
Wi wina Al ontbaig 4 IKinail
st o Col Clamibeat i I

[
Tochnolokles organed hy
e Ministry of

uﬂ'll"!h"l 'wllh D‘

e rvastor rom
putheken, el ivanlinuet

Kerala capital to host two-day
blue economy conclave

THIRUYANAN A HAS

Hepresentutivos from 29
A ew v o
oot 10 ATl & T

Taopan

"
e N capital
mber (0 wnd 19,

Vidwrlas Sl

b’ s ol
e State'n Fikbes

partmant in collaboraion
with the  Union  govern-
the Furopean

e
lribesns (L)
Tepresentanvos

comtirmed pi

Ball Charian

an Friday.
e

from 17

Wi vk, which will e wi-
Alhlumaulul

it
Dadphin, Mr Thverian yobd

o b haldd ot

O i e of bluw econo-

my themes and  forge PoTng $o the U.s.. s

[ E AN o, N AL wre i u..m m by seed
TVORRABAG #ocks, “Dise

Romtaliabile e

1
T wvpitt will comm ot I vk nr NN T
Wit i Canad gy o e
HOpiing Korala A 4 sstalin
Blo ane ranilient e sco

Mm

<hv l(lx Iuvy 1
the

nomy model, Ieveouming | Eywiam ia in dire carded, o Ak
the KA wxp o The holl
- arlva QoY EC R O T AR R

B g Alkiw v,
Nrate's biue vumun fatohiosbos take the hi I iatinas,

) 4 ave b advnares il bin Now Yoar ] aflere aciim
Conirmm par uu.mnm Wt | i s A suiod 410 Hof, ax enpoviors b 1o
. wre Finlund, | leading @ an | mmuml culvad  sireable  ordur,

France, Hungary, l'ulnm'. Towa of €150

Slovikda,  Slovenia, mar \rluubl l'n--ldrm An
Wor, Eoimark, Wolasia, | tnd i

Aty M, Spain, s A-umumm \|.|

Bt Whilt Happens mfter
hat remaing 1o be seen,
Vitlankl abil, In

H

el
MO AN Gurmny. With o clanity on wxe

e thut ttx ahrtmps apganl o
the tase b of
Amaric

Trnabianet Mastiais Walih,
PURIORIE Mawi Fal

ok up for the Upoming
habiday
"L

wiy”
the NGk Lariif Ukiked
radere ridhiced prices vy
0100 0 e, ¥
hear that Am-n h an lllhk"l
wee wherhing the it
Tk vl p..«u "
el cxmtenmirs, N

kv toin
he ke,
[

ey
Bave reduced

Hit by U.S. tariffs, shrimp ecosystem
in troubled waters; farmers hit hard

Wl Cruggine i ln\pln.ll\.

Co-0raliatos of the

v Goasud - DuATIc
i Farmeis

ar o
Ilnu wwnl ANt i o 1o
s

e
NOURCY W MU s
POrt price of L250-A00/]

o varistios of
shrimp wnd o provide
whew i ERCUE (PR

Pote 0 £1,50 par vk
€L e iders sare Wil Th

Ahirha ikt )

[

e Minbstey's T o
ikl Kot
T for Mustalatle miming
MIROEY SOy b

Joed,
ArieIa's cont sty I un
ol o i maend )

ot
prostin of thw DAt
Timve Taat ywar, WiCh naurly
400 blioh wnnes of o
sorven, Including 40% tht
o s winid LA,
Tochinapintion lke Cond Kanl
Thwiatbos Wil s (s i
sctiron drlves growth while
hewglog muainablity
the core,~ alie nul

tating o Neation
alkioivs (ke t Uhts MUY
abiles coml @l oo i in
Vo vabanacditand vdiin,
i POt depan
dunce in o, gar, fariizar,
and posrochemicaly, she
wld with poliey suppory
o bl Dan blioge, i




Vessel ban at Adani
port may hit crude
supplies from Russia

The ban on accepting sanctioned ships by Adani is a direct response to

international pressure: Global real-time data and analytics provider Kpler

Rishi Ranjan Kala

he ban on sanc-
T tloned  shipping

vessels by Adani
Ports and Special Econom-
fc Zone (APSEZ), India’s
largest private port opera-
tor, may affect crude ofl
cargoes  from i
which accounts for over
one-third of country's im-
ports of this geopolitically
sensitive commodity.

APSEZ’s dedision to not
allow shipping  vessels
sanctioned by the U.S. Of-
fice of Forelgn Assets Con-
trol (OFAC), European Un-
jon (EU) and the UK. to
dock at its ports also in-
cludes Mundra, which
handles close to 10% of In-
dia’s total crode oil im-
ports, For perspective, AP-
SEZ operates 15 domestic
ports and terminals, ac-
counting for 27.8% market
share, with six ports scat-
tered on the west coast,
five on souwth and four
ports on the east coast.

Global real-time data
and analytics provider
Kpler said the move, which
impacts key crude oil ter-
minals like Mundra, s a di-
rect response w “interna-
tional pressure”,

It will likely present a
significant challenge to the
import of Russian crude oil
that accounts for more
than 50% of Mundra’s
crude arrivals, the agency
anticipated. The Mundra

Mo entry: The ports where the vessels will not be docked includes
Mundra, which handies 10% of india’s total crude oll iImports. F11

port has two single point
mooring capacity to evac-
uate imported crude oil
and is capable of handling
Very Large Crude Carriers
and Ultra Large Crude Car-
riers. It supplies crude oil
to refineries in North India.

Kpler said that the Ada-
ni Group’s decision “is a
major develepment in the
global oil market and is ex-
pected to have a significant
impact on Russian crude
oil flows to India.”

Russian cargoes
It is particularly significant
due to Adani Group's scale,
emphasises Sumit Ritolia,
Kpler's Lead Research Ana-
Iyst for Refining & Model-
ing, adding that Mundra re-
celved nearly 4,00,000
barreis per day (bvd) crude
oil in recent years.
“Russian crude oil ac
counts for more than 50%
of crude oil arrivals at Mun-
dra during the same pe-
riod. This makes Mundra a
critical gateway for Russian
barrels Into India, as it

serves major refiners like
HPCL-Mittal Energy
(HMEL) and state-owned
Indian Oil, and accounts
for close to 10% of India’s
total crude oil imports,” he
told businessiine,

This comes as Indian re-
finers are grappling with
effects of sanctions. Indian
crude ofl Imports regis-
tered a 10-month low in
August (2025) amid seaso-
nal maintenance peaks,
particularly at Nayara
Energy’s Vadinar Refinery,
which was sanctioned by
the EU In late July. Kpler
data shows that Nayara's
August (2025) supply was
limited to arrivals from
Russia for the first time on
record, Ritolia explained.

Adani’s decision adds a
new layer of complexity to
India‘s crude sourcing, he
wammed, pointing out that
this creates potential com-
pliance pressures for Rus-
sian flows into HMEL and
other refineries.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)




» Decision: Adani Ports & Special Economic Zone (APSEZ), India's largest private port operator, banned
docking of sanctioned vessels (by U.S. OFAC, EU, U.K.).

» Impact: Could affect Russian crude oil shipments, which account for >1/3 of India’s crude imports.

2. Scale of APSEZ Operations

» Operates 15 domestic ports & terminals > ~27.8% of India’s port market.
» Key port: Mundra (Gujarat) - handles 10% of India’s crude imports.
» Capacity: Very Large & Ultra Large Crude Carriers.
» Supplies crude to refineries in North India (HPCL-Mittal, Indian Oil, etc.).



3. Russian Cargoes

* Mundra Port’s Significance:
» Receives ~4,00,000 barrels/day of crude in recent years.
* Over 50% of Mundra's crude arrivals are from Russia.

» Result: Ban = Major disruption for Russian oil inflows into India.

4. Global & Domestic Implications

« International Angle:
» Move seen as a direct response to international pressure (U.S., EU sanctions).
» Reflects India’s balancing act: energy security vs. global compliance.
« Domestic Impact:
« Likely to hit refineries like HPCL-Mittal Energy, Indian Oil, Nayara Energy.
* Indian crude imports fell to 10-month low (Aug 2025) amid seasonal refinery maintenance +
sanctions.
» Nayara Energy (Rosneft-linked refinery):
* August 2025: supply constrained due to EU sanctions.

« For first time, limited only to Russian arrivals.



India’s Oil Imports

e India imports ~85% of its crude needs.
» Post-2022 Ukraine war, Russia became India’s largest crude supplier, displacing Irag & Saudi
Arabia.

e Russian crude attractive due to deep discounts.

Ports & Trade

* Mundra = India’s largest commercial port (Adani Group).

e Other major crude terminals: Vadinar, Vizag, Mumbai, Paradip.

Sanctions Context

 U.S. OFAC sanctions: Target shipping firms/vessels linked to Russian crude.
 EU ban: Prohibits EU-based firms from providing shipping, insurance for Russian oil.

e India not part of sanctions but faces indirect compliance pressure.



Kerala capital to host two-day
blue economy conclave

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Representatives from 29
European countries are ex-
pected to attend a two-day
blue economy conclave in
the State capital on Sep-
tember 18 and 19, Minister
for Fisheries Saji Cherian
has said.

The conclave ‘Blue
Tides-Two Shores One Vi-
sion’ is being organised by
the State’s Fisheries de-
partment in collaboration
with the Union govern-
ment and the European
Union (EU).

Representatives from 17
European countries have
confirmed participation in

T V|
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Saji Cherian

the event, which will be at-
tended by EU Ambassador
to India and Bhutan, Hervé
Delphin, Mr. Cherian said
on Friday.

The event, to be held at
The Leela Kovalam, will
see experts and stakehol-
ders from India and Eu-
rope share their thoughts

on a range of blue econo-
my themes and forge
partnerships.

Sustainable model

The event will come out
with a road map for deve-
loping Kerala as a sustaina-
ble and resilient blue eco-
nomy model, leveraging
the EU’s expertise and the
strategic advantages of the
State’s blue economy.

The countries that have
confirmed participation in
the event are Finland,
France, Hungary, Poland,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Swe-
den, Denmark, Bulgaria,
Austria, Malta, Spain, Italy,
the Netherlands, Belgium,
Romania and Germany.




» Event: A two-day blue economy conclave on September 18-19 in Thiruvananthapuram.
» Theme: “Blue Tides — Two Shores, One Vision”.
» Organisers: Kerala Fisheries Department, Union Government, and European Union (EU).

2. Participation

» Countries: Representatives from 29 European countries, confirmed from 17.
« Key Delegates: EU Ambassador to India & Bhutan, Hervé Delphin, among other experts.
« European Countries Confirmed:
« Finland, France, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Denmark, Bulgaria, Austria, Malta,

Spain, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium, Romania, Germany.

3. Objectives
« Knowledge Sharing: Exchange of ideas on blue economy themes.
« Partnerships: Forge India—EU collaborations.
» Roadmap: Develop Kerala as a sustainable & resilient blue economy model, using EU expertise +

Kerala's strategic coastal advantage.



India’s Blue Economy Context
Coastline: 7,500 km + 1,200 islands.
Contribution: Marine economy ~4% of India’s GDP.

Policy: Draft India’s Blue Economy Policy (2021) — focuses on fisheries, deep-sea mining,
renewable energy, tourism.

* Kerala’s Role

Known for fisheries & seafood exports.
Potential in sustainable aquaculture, ecotourism, offshore wind, marine biotech.
Global Context

EU’s Blue Economy Strategy: Strong focus on marine biodiversity, offshore renewables,
sustainable fisheries.

* UN SDG 14: “Life Below Water” — conserve & sustainably use oceans.



Fit to width

e wINDU

World

Ratuinibay, Supaimber §3, 3054
e

PPeace negotiations between Russiia
and Ukraine paused, says Kremlin

« e

Bl

0 DFO0RS W RTINS M 0T

W bl
o ahiemt 1l sy 4 intanbiul, st

o

Wy sy A8, e

g
e iy the

Arenn M e
arval e pariner sines 3999

BENFAN

»
Toll from Indonesia flooding

O

Il
W Prrw 11 DA0p WA I
riggered i
Mibiggabian Ageney (I

3
H

WEIRANA

Albania PM appoin
3 O

~
Albrv's

AT MIRRIE B8 s o1 F iy e

L P

Al-penerated
DO

@ an A fcial
[

Russia, Belarus start mili
drills as West watches warily

INATOYS cistern memberns orn
h.m: AOO00 troops ol the borde

ARLOLE KLY RSt
MORCOW

Qwsda and s ey il-
plarus  baggan
nle

g i
ey drilis carly of
P AT &

by Ak

t ||vm“ warcimes
come  an Ruslan  foccos
nd

wi the lhmwllmi
ot T by e )

mln-u

e
rod  vehichon, halk

copters and navy ships
Sakira pars ot e drif, 1

fod the exarc
NAT fank

euntum

NereEs Ak Bnsder Kia
4 aru balariu are on high
Al o (e
of which will e b m
Jarun's Grodne re
whon g INstaed winl 1 IIIIIM
b, Mk sl
LD S DY
a
LR EET

Werlas il
fuarther notc

Volish Prithe  Minster
Dronad Yudk wutd Wi e
wins_closr to
han

withy
P

L

gince the second Warld
Wﬂl wher l\k‘nlhl winld e
NATO albirs auk
T down Rl
visdativugt s Wl wjaow wably

oy,
Poland, which holds

on hup\ alert over the exerclses: Poland, which holds jolnt drills with NATO allles: sald 1cwouald
downplayed the concerns, saying the Arills are nor almed ainst anyone

WL O s wWith NATT
Al colncldig with %
P, waid W wonld have

Aroting 40000 oops Wt
tha border when Kunty
" ol

re on Thr
ru)l'ulllu Ihlnlul'n

W of

r L Uk
Fakne, and in yun unnl
suptember 16

ance sends

Jets to Poland
as UK. ramps
up sanctions

GATtIng Ruakinn
nues and war

Fanropw's st

wapy to Ruiwvl

-

chite v
sl

Takatnel whed
o) x Sl T Wi
iy

o Presndent .
munel Micron ankd he
would doeploy
vanewd Wafuks Ahrer jors
help, peutest Colaiiiny
Wrapace and NATO'S on

"k l I wakd the llr
RICNYERE )

Al Mark Kkt il
halh e My Xale
AT,

Palestinian

stabbing

attack: two injured

AdsOce FEADSE 1T o
IHRUBALIM

Toon adapla ware wasiied
el by o st artack

Bastel by b, an ‘ulnvll
kibbuta loaa than 10 km

sy with police 1oy
that the Palextiniin o
ik bt Erows Al estod,

Victims betng treuts
wrgony
-w hm- Iun) and I\Mumrql
R e
i VicTie fid @9aouAl

Tl Maggsnts il Adny

Aun iy fdual (o
Shusnfet urcn curvicd
O stabb bty
T T Y
hotel i Sxuba

TRy Al

TAroll aticw walkd an I
bvidual “Trom the shasarat
Wrew CAreivd out a Ktabbing
e the
Wiktnm, Ioh

A
o bt e
Iiring the
Thw uului nrlth-ml
v

J»
Lo \ hae haoir ace
o by tural slnce 1067
An officar wt that yeenw
“nubidued  the
plecing him under arrest
b guastlew it

Behind bars

Studunts dpiuy » dok of o

India votes in favour of UNGA
resolution on Palestine state

UNITRD NATIONS

i
DR
llml 12 abstentions,
VO gk ln;lm
o, gy,

A
Taruwl

Wil the 44
Toabin wian arimnig e 142
ntlony e vered i
o

TR T
adopted with an
sy el houd 144

and all peoples of the

The deckaration bl
0 the tariell eacderdhip (o

war |
nwul w the
Notuticn. IChIdIng 1 v
I, it viabite raluath

el ns
waned vibene

J T e T
e of vhe (sravll Pulents
Ml o

an
Inrauiin

o

M |
Pt r (e bt i o

-ull determinanion”

1 former Presdent Jur olkonaro wewing brlsons
i

L L

[T

il
Yuter  awpatatcs

Ve e Ihul u.-uﬁ‘..
e i

playod " down
mottve
The ‘Nl'lllh whichy s ||u
[
riinerdbaginhedin
Wi lh CIMIL R

1o i iak o
i s 2022wl

The Navy salid the cwr
Vhuks wutivilien weie e
TArHI ATyORe olu

'Mmc ru.muhh o
e

lm«l wun
ored an ex ug the
Tabwin Saralt wis this oy

M hact padas
the wtralt, the po

VUVUANTAIAL  docaning
nkd
The LK Naovy sends

Jertodicily, ae du rome ol
s albivs
IOUING aGaNet any AT
A v b wsealslinly e
i

Frichieg: SUDIme COurt has convetmg
-

" lllv
Brvmight
[T AL W

Suspect arrested in
Charlie Kirk killing

WL Loy
Charlle Kitk wivor Mmlly
sl

"
manhune

"W gt i Ubady G
vuror Spencer Cox 1old o

an
v AftwE N

SIS ralstives comacted
i, who then contact.
ed the police llu' nrrest
Palnd A it
as of ng
T

Yo e
Killest attor Inl It by

Mnghe bullet In hln ll-ltk
whide adu

iy, K
llIMuK romnce the
L, Iwrright, with o Galet
o Mtuatos as
Towlitg that hely
[
wlocts
Novenl:
FHOI 0 e OF e
shooting, Mr. Trump hax
et 1he svont s o mis
oy Pl g
tunew Beewbehrough s

O
Lant

sl vis
victary

auickly
v

Phot OlnE

drexsed In i Baaehall cap

3 ml clothing e
etan

-
e, .nln-llnu whly

y

o TT—
n My #

LT T, b it pro-
vides weaponry  for I
ifwinin il suys

ll-ul [
MO o
b

Vil e
WK ) VT

A o Dot ulll
uultvh&)‘ b tl ot

ol

Ik wowny Eluina

ahonid be peaceril
ot ey by e

% ARy minkd Lt
Witk o high

wa
el

3
werk

Tt Anbinsan

e it G ks ety
L

" Kb |-.M

"
wald o arie
m...n.. atioiou ik

3 hours ahet the

sl Gl e a
Fandl, Wwivd GontACtd Hhe
Washigton  County
A offlon with Inform
o obiason
vemfuused b Ve o i
plied that b haud
bed (e dnicbabe "

TN

1
aha

Sor Pobitic
o -M.v.n,ll ACTOR

ey,
Ilun) Sunchex mltl Al l'
Fr wn-«um. LSS

e wtate

would puraue the death
Pty sl the
o

Mr Trump Inul he

werild s ‘-
bopa he getx the sl o
o bastid Wirs N

of
nwmx on Vll‘t‘ |‘h‘|k o
i IV bl e

China’s newest aircraft carrier Fujian sails
through Taiwan Strait for the first time

et Wit the Cumaitian (v
e on anad (e Auia
TANAn destroyer Besbane

wctlons thi
e socurity

I
Tisks
JApane speea car e

Futes Sanbabun (vl
o Ehasry it babarichs by
near thoth « rles viptm
o winoie o
o Eieory.

A var

or s Dartioig ot
e T Wk 00 4 Coure
o€ thi Tatwan srri




V BTSN S O WSS 0 e

TIRANA

Albania PM appoints Al-generated
‘minister’ to tackle corruption

AFP

A

Albania’s Prime Minister Edi Rama on Friday tapped an Artificial
Intelligence-generated ‘minister’ for his cabinet to take on
corruption. “The new State Minister is called Diella,” Rama said in a
Facebook post. He said the bot would help ensure that “public
tenders will be 100% free of corruption”. ap



GAME THEORY

1 Carlos Alc his sixth Major title at the US Open. Only Novak
Chartlngd.ecadal os Alcaraz won his sixth Major title at the pen. Only Nova

Djokovic has won more this decade. With four years of the 2020s

dom l n a n ce' still remaining, it will be interesting to see where Alcaraz and
ot runner-up Jannik Sinner (third this decade) finish. This week, we

men ,s ten nis look at the standard-bearers every decade in the Open Era:

MOST GRAND SLAM TITLES BY DECADE
1970s

19803 ‘ ‘
-5 IVAN LENDL |
‘N' \ Newcombe
-
E | MATS WILANDER
6

Bjorn Borg Guillermo Vitas John McEnroe
BJORN BORG John Newcombe & Jimmy Connors Boris Becker [ 4

g \

- - M 2010s

NS

NOVAK DJOKOVIC

-~ /2 :
PETE SAMPRAS
Pete Sampras | Jim Courier .
Andre Agassi

Roger Federer | Andre Agassi  Novak Djokovic Roger Federer
ROGER FEDERER Rafael Nadal Rafael Nadal

Novak Djokovic

Carlos Alcarax

NOVAK DJOKOVIC Jannik Sinner _ 4

SOURCE: ITF,ATP






* The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is contemplating a plan to raise Border Wing Home
Guards (BWHG) along the border with China, similar to the guards on the India-Pakistan border.

 About

* BWHGs are recruited from the civilian population living in border areas. They act as ancillaries to
the Army and border guarding forces during emergencies.

* They are voluntary in nature, enlisted typically for 3—4 years.
* 25% of training and financial support is borne by the Government of India.

* Fifteen Border Wing Home Guards (BWHG) Battalions have been raised in the border States
viz. Punjab (6 Bns.), Rajasthan ( 4 Bns.), Gujarat (2 Bns.) and one each for Meghalaya, Tripura and
West Bengal.



Need of BWHG along China border

The China border has difficult terrain, sparse population, and remote regions.

Local civilians could help supplement manpower.

There are concerns about incursions, transgressions, or infiltration, especially
in less accessible border areas. A civilian guard force can help augment
surveillance and reduce response times.
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* India experienced an increase in mortality risk from non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) from 2010-20109.

* Key Findings

* In India, overall NCD mortality between 2010 and 2019 increased by 2.1% for
females and 0.1% for males compared to 2000-2010.

* The percentage of newborns dying from a chronic disease before they turn 80
years old was 46.7 per cent in females in 2001, 46.6 per cent in 2010 and in 2019 it
was 48.7 per cent.

* Among men in 2001 it was 56 per cent, in 2010- it was 57.8 per cent and in 2019
it was 57.9 per cent.



What are Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)?

About: They are chronic diseases that are not transmissible from person to person.

Types: Heart attacks, stroke, cancers and diabetes.

Causes of NCDs in India:

e Lifestyle Factors: Poor diet, lack of physical activity, tobacco and substance abuse drive up NCD
rates.

e Environmental Factors: Urbanization, ageing population, poverty, and changing food habits play a
major role.

e Other contributors: Pollution (ambient and indoor), chronic stress.



* Major National Initiatives to Combat NCDs

* National Programme for Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-
NCD): Launched in 2010, expanded in 2023, and focuses on early detection, management,
and referral for NCDs like diabetes, heart disease, cancer, chronic respiratory disease,
kidney disease, and more.

« 75/25 Initiative: Launched in 2023, aims to provide standardized care to 75 million
people with hypertension and diabetes by 2025.

 Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY): Provides coverage for
’Ic\(/elrti%r_y NCD treatment and supports upgrading PHCs/Sub-Centres as Ayushman Arogya
andirs.

* Eat Right India Movement: Led by FSSAI, this campaign promotes healthy eating to
reduce NCD risk, focusing on food quality, balanced nutrition, and curbing trans fats.

* Fit India Movement: National campaign to promote physical fitness and active living,
encouraging regular exercise for NCD prevention.



Udaipur Earns Prestigious
Ramsar Wetland City
Accreditation




e Udaipur was awarded the Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation in 2025. This recognition
honours cities excelling in wetland conservation and sustainable management.

* The award was presented during the Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan Awards and Wetland
Cities Recognition Ceremony organised by Environment Ministry.



Most common
mosquito-borne diseases

Mosquito Type of Mosquito Disease caused

Chikungunya
Dengue

Lymphatic filariasis
Aedes ymp

Rift Valley fever
Yellow Fever
Zika

“‘\:iﬁ& Anopheles Lymphatic filariasis

Malaria

Japanese encephalitis
Lymphatic filariasis

West Nile fever
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