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• “Discipline is the bridge 
between goals and 
accomplishment.” — Jim 
Rohn















• Observation by Supreme Court: Ban on firecrackers should not be confined to Delhi & 
NCR.

• Chief Justice B.R. Gavai:

• People across India have a right to pollution-free air.

• If ban is necessary, it should apply to the entire country.

• Also emphasised the need to protect livelihoods of poor workers dependent on 
firecracker industry.



Why only Delhi?

• Citizens outside Delhi also suffer from air pollution (e.g., Amritsar worse than Delhi on Guru 
Purab).

• Court questioned selective application of relief.

Livelihood Concerns

• Many poor families depend on firecracker manufacturing.

• Policy must balance environmental protection with social justice.

Report Considered

• Commission for Air Quality Management submitted a report; case to be reviewed in two 
weeks.



• Issues Highlighted

• Public Health

• Air pollution is not just an “elite” problem; ordinary people on streets suffer more.

• Winters worsen the crisis; Delhiites “literally choke” in smog.

• Licences Cancelled

• Ban on sale, production, manufacture of firecrackers in Delhi & NCR (April 2025).

• Some licences (valid till 2028) revoked.

• Green Crackers Debate

• Court earlier: Only if “green crackers” shown to cause minimum pollution, ban may 
be reconsidered.



• Legal Background

• Article 21: Right to life includes right to a clean environment.

• Previous Orders:

• Arjun Gopal vs Union of India (2018) → allowed only “green crackers” with reduced 
emissions.

• Multiple interim bans before every Diwali season.

• Firecracker Industry

• Major Hub: Sivakasi (Tamil Nadu) → ~90% of India’s firecracker production.

• Employs ~4-5 lakh workers (direct + indirect).

• Health Impact

• Firecrackers release PM2.5, SO2, NO2, heavy metals → respiratory, cardiac risks.

• Winter + stubble burning + firecrackers = severe smog episodes.







Aspect Details

Definition
A manuscript is a handwritten or typed document, often ancient or historical, 
containing texts, scriptures, or literary works. In India, it primarily refers to 
traditional texts written before the advent of printing.

Materials Used Palm leaves, birch bark, parchment, handmade paper, cloth.

Languages
Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tamil, Telugu, Persian, Arabic, and many regional Indian 
languages.

Scripts Devanagari, Grantha, Sharada, Modi, Nandinagari, Tamil-Brahmi, Persian, etc.

Content
Religious texts (Vedas, Upanishads, Quran, Bible translations), literature, philosophy, 
Ayurveda, astronomy, mathematics, law, history.

Preservation
National Mission for Manuscripts (NMM), libraries, museums, temples, monasteries, 
and private collections.

Significance
Vital for understanding India’s cultural, scientific, and philosophical heritage. 
Manuscripts are primary sources for reconstructing ancient knowledge.

Modern Efforts
Digitization projects, conservation labs, and online archives under NMM and state 
cultural departments.



PM Narendra Modi addressed the International Conference on 
“Reclaiming India’s Knowledge Legacy through Manuscript Heritage”.

Occasion: Launch of the Gyan Bharattam Mission.

Focus: Digitisation of manuscripts to preserve knowledge & curb 
intellectual piracy.



• Digitisation Drive:

• India has one crore manuscripts (world’s largest collection).

• Over 10 lakh already digitised.

• Aim: Creation of a national database for manuscripts.

• Gyan Bharattam Portal:

• A dedicated digital platform for preservation & sharing.

• Objective: Prevent copying/patenting of India’s traditional knowledge by outsiders.

• Collaboration:

• India working with Thailand, Vietnam, Mongolia (nations with shared cultural ties).



• Significance

• Knowledge Legacy:

• Manuscripts reflect footprints of humanity’s development journey.

• Cover subjects like science, learning, philosophy, and culture.

• Swadeshi & Atmanirbhar:

• Extension of India’s vision of self-reliance & cultural pride.

• Preventing Intellectual Piracy:

• Traditional knowledge (e.g., Ayurveda, yoga, herbal medicine) often copied & 
patented abroad.

• Digitisation ensures legal & historical protection.



• Manuscript Heritage in India

• National Mission for Manuscripts (2003): Established to survey, conserve & digitise.

• Languages: Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Persian, Arabic, Tamil, etc.

• Famous Repositories: Sarasvati Mahal Library (Tanjore), Bhandarkar Institute (Pune), JNU 
Manuscript Library.

• Global Context

• UNESCO Memory of the World Programme: Promotes preservation of documentary 
heritage.

• Other countries digitising heritage: China (Dunhuang manuscripts), Greece (Byzantine texts).

• Intellectual Property Angle

• India has fought biopiracy cases:

• Turmeric patent case (1997).

• Neem patent case (2000).

• Digitisation can prevent future misuse.







• RTI Act (2005): Based on the principle that govt. is custodian of information → citizens have right to access 
it.

• Issue: Section 8(1)(j) of RTI Act exempts “personal information” from disclosure.

• Concern: With the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, definition of personal information expands 
→ risk of converting RTI into Right to Deny Information (RDI).

•

• 2. Original Provision (RTI Act, Section 8(1)(j))

• Allowed denial only if:

• Information had no link with public interest/authority.

• Disclosure caused unwarranted invasion of privacy.

• Safeguard: If info can’t be denied to Parliament/state legislature → cannot be denied to citizen.

• Aim: Balance privacy with transparency.



• Ambiguity of “personal information”:

• DPDP Act widens scope → includes almost anything related to a person (even job 
records, financial details).

• Risk of overuse by Public Information Officers (PIOs) → default denial.

• Conflict of Laws: DPDP Act overrides other laws, including RTI.

• Fear Factor: Heavy penalties (up to ₹250 crore) for data disclosure mistakes → PIOs may 
prefer denial.



• Key Risks

• Transparency Undermined:

• Govt. officers may cite “privacy” to block routine info like travel bills, recruitment 
details.

• Public Interest at Stake:

• Citizens must prove “larger public interest” for disclosure → difficult.

• Fewer Disclosures: Experts estimate less than 1% of RTI requests may be honoured.

• Accountability Loss: Restricting info shields corruption, inefficiency.



Broader Implications

• RTI ensures citizens’ oversight on govt. functioning. Weakening it reduces 
democratic checks.

Democratic Deficit:

• Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) upheld privacy as fundamental right but 
allowed proportional balancing with transparency.

Judicial Precedent:

• Activists warn of “return to secrecy” culture.

Civil Society Concerns:



• About RTI Act (2005)

• Inspired by Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan (MKSS) movement in Rajasthan.

• Replaced Freedom of Information Act (2002).

• Brought transparency in govt. functioning.

• Landmark RTI Uses

• Unearthed scams (e.g., Commonwealth Games, Adarsh housing scam).

• Exposed irregularities in PDS, MGNREGA, etc.

• Global Context

• Over 100 countries have Right to Information laws.

• India ranked low in Global RTI Rating due to weak enforcement & misuse of exemptions.

















• India’s Blue Economy Context

• Coastline: 7,500 km + 1,200 islands.

• Contribution: Marine economy ~4% of India’s GDP.

• Policy: Draft India’s Blue Economy Policy (2021) – focuses on fisheries, deep-sea mining, 
renewable energy, tourism.

• Kerala’s Role

• Known for fisheries & seafood exports.

• Potential in sustainable aquaculture, ecotourism, offshore wind, marine biotech.

• Global Context

• EU’s Blue Economy Strategy: Strong focus on marine biodiversity, offshore renewables, 
sustainable fisheries.

• UN SDG 14: “Life Below Water” – conserve & sustainably use oceans.









China Border



• The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is contemplating a plan to raise Border Wing Home 
Guards (BWHG) along the border with China, similar to the guards on the India-Pakistan border.

• About

• BWHGs are recruited from the civilian population living in border areas. They act as ancillaries to 
the Army and border guarding forces during emergencies.

• They are voluntary in nature, enlisted typically for 3–4 years.

• 25% of training and financial support is borne by the Government of India.

• Fifteen Border Wing Home Guards (BWHG) Battalions have been raised in the border States 
viz. Punjab (6 Bns.), Rajasthan ( 4 Bns.), Gujarat (2 Bns.) and one each for Meghalaya, Tripura and 
West Bengal.

•



Need of BWHG along China border

The China border has difficult terrain, sparse population, and remote regions. 
Local civilians could help supplement manpower.

There are concerns about incursions, transgressions, or infiltration, especially 
in less accessible border areas. A civilian guard force can help augment 
surveillance and reduce response times.



India Shows Rise in Deaths From Non-
communicable Diseases: Lancet Study



• India experienced an increase in mortality risk from non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) from 2010–2019.

• Key Findings

• In India, overall NCD mortality between 2010 and 2019 increased by 2.1% for 
females and 0.1% for males compared to 2000–2010.

• The percentage of newborns dying from a chronic disease before they turn 80 
years old was 46.7 per cent in females in 2001, 46.6 per cent in 2010 and in 2019 it 
was 48.7 per cent.

• Among men in 2001 it was 56 per cent, in 2010- it was 57.8 per cent and in 2019 
it was 57.9 per cent.



What are Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs)?

About: They are chronic diseases that are not transmissible from person to person.

Types: Heart attacks, stroke, cancers and diabetes.

Causes of NCDs in India:

• Lifestyle Factors: Poor diet, lack of physical activity, tobacco and substance abuse drive up NCD 
rates.

• Environmental Factors: Urbanization, ageing population, poverty, and changing food habits play a 
major role.

• Other contributors: Pollution (ambient and indoor), chronic stress.



• Major National Initiatives to Combat NCDs
• National Programme for Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NP-
NCD): Launched in 2010, expanded in 2023, and focuses on early detection, management, 
and referral for NCDs like diabetes, heart disease, cancer, chronic respiratory disease, 
kidney disease, and more.
• 75/25 Initiative: Launched in 2023, aims to provide standardized care to 75 million 
people with hypertension and diabetes by 2025.
• Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY): Provides coverage for 
tertiary NCD treatment and supports upgrading PHCs/Sub-Centres as Ayushman Arogya 
Mandirs.
• Eat Right India Movement: Led by FSSAI, this campaign promotes healthy eating to 
reduce NCD risk, focusing on food quality, balanced nutrition, and curbing trans fats.
• Fit India Movement: National campaign to promote physical fitness and active living, 
encouraging regular exercise for NCD prevention.



Udaipur Earns Prestigious 
Ramsar Wetland City 
Accreditation



• Udaipur was awarded the Ramsar Wetland City Accreditation in 2025. This recognition 
honours cities excelling in wetland conservation and sustainable management. 

• The award was presented during the Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan Awards and Wetland 
Cities Recognition Ceremony organised by Environment Ministry.
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