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•“Genius is patience.”













Indicator Data

India crude import dependence ~85%

India LPG import dependence ~60%

Strategic Petroleum Reserve 

capacity
~5.33 million tonnes





Country Approx Share

Russia Largest supplier after Ukraine war

Iraq Major traditional supplier

Saudi Arabia Key Gulf supplier

UAE Important partner

United States Growing share



• 1973 Oil Crisis

• Triggered by OPEC oil embargo against Western nations — 1973 में ओपेक द्वारा तेल
प्रततबंध।

• Caused global inflation and recession — वैतिक मुद्रास्फीतत औरआतथिक संकट।

• 1991 Gulf War

• Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait disrupted oil supply — इराक द्वारा कुवैत पर हमला।

• India faced severe foreign exchange crisis — भारत को गंभीर भुगतान संकट का सामना करना
पडा।

• 2022 Russia-Ukraine War

• India increased discounted Russian oil imports — भारत ने ररयायती रूसी तेलआयात
बढाया।



• Consider the following statements regarding India’s energy security:

• India imports crude oil from around 40 countries.

• Strait of Hormuz handles around one-fifth of global oil trade.

• India is fully self-sufficient in crude oil production.

• Which of the above statements is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Exam Year Question Answer

UPSC CSE Prelims 2022

With reference to India’s 
energy security, consider the 
following statements 
regarding Strategic Petroleum 
Reserves in India. Which are 
correct?

India maintains reserves at 
Vishakhapatnam, Mangaluru 
and Padur

UPSC CSE Prelims 2023
Consider the following about 
LNG terminals in India. Which 
are operational?

Dahej, Hazira, Kochi etc

UPSC CSE Prelims 2024

Which of the following straits 
is a major global oil transit 
chokepoint connecting 
Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman?

Strait of Hormuz

State PSC (various) 2025
Strait of Hormuz connects 
which two water bodies?

Persian Gulf and Gulf of 
Oman



UN resolution against Iran 











Strait Connects Importance

Strait of Hormuz
Persian Gulf – Gulf 
of Oman

Oil chokepoint

Bab-el-Mandeb
Red Sea – Gulf of 
Aden

Suez route access

Strait of Malacca
Indian Ocean –
Pacific Ocean

Asia trade route





















Fact Details

OBC population (approx estimate) ~40–45% of India

OBC reservation in central jobs 27%

Creamy layer rule applies to OBC only

Not applicable to SC / ST



• Consider the following statements regarding the OBC creamy layer:

• The creamy layer concept was introduced by the Supreme Court in the Indra Sawhney 
case.

• Creamy layer exclusion applies to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

• The current income limit for creamy layer is ₹8 lakh.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3















• Consider the following statements about the Russia-Ukraine war:

• The war has witnessed extensive use of drones for surveillance and attacks.

• Ukraine has used satellite internet services like Starlink for military communication.

• Ukraine is a member of NATO.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



India Overtakes China as Top Cotton 
Product Supplier to the United States 







Fact Details

Largest cotton producer in the 
world

India

Major cotton producing states in 
India

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Telangana, 
Punjab, Haryana

Cotton growing climate Tropical and subtropical climate

Soil type Black cotton soil (Regur soil)

Sowing season Kharif crop



Rank Country

1 India

2 China

3 United States

4 Brazil

5 Pakistan



• Consider the following statements regarding 
cotton production and trade:

• India is the largest cotton producer in the 
world.

• Cotton is primarily a Rabi crop in India.

• Black soil is suitable for cotton cultivation.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 2 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



India Builds First Autonomous 
Maritime Shipbuilding Centre in 

Andhra Pradesh







• Consider the following statements 
regarding autonomous maritime 
technologies:

• Unmanned Surface Vessels operate 
without onboard human crews.

• Autonomous Underwater Vehicles 
are used for underwater exploration 
and surveillance.

• Digital twin technology refers to 
creating physical copies of ships.

• Which of the above statements are 
correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Assam’s GI-Tagged Joha Rice 
Exported to UK and Italy



Rice Variety / चावल क ी कक स्म State / राज्य GI Tag Year / GI ट गै वर्ष

Basmati Rice
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Western 
Uttar Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir

2016

Joha Rice Assam 2017

Chak-Hao (Black Rice) Manipur 2020

Kalanamak Rice Uttar Pradesh 2013

Gobindobhog Rice West Bengal 2017

Katarni Rice Bihar 2018

Wayanad Jeerakasala Rice Kerala 2010

Wayanad Gandhakasala Rice Kerala 2010

Navara Rice Kerala 2007

Palakkadan Matta Rice Kerala 2007

Pokkali Rice Kerala 2008

Kaipad Rice Kerala 2013

Mappillai Samba Rice Tamil Nadu 2023

Seeraga Samba Rice Tamil Nadu 2023

Kattuyanam Rice Tamil Nadu 2023

Karuppu Kavuni Rice Tamil Nadu 2023



Fact Details

First GI-tagged rice in India Navara Rice (Kerala)

Famous aromatic rice Basmati, Joha

Black rice variety Chak-Hao (Manipur)

Rice associated with Buddha 
tradition

Kalanamak Rice





Product State

Darjeeling Tea West Bengal

Basmati Rice Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh

Joha Rice Assam

Alphonso Mango Maharashtra

Muga Silk Assam



• Consider the following 
statements regarding Joha 
rice:
• Joha rice is an aromatic 
indigenous rice variety 
grown mainly in Assam.
• Joha rice received the 
Geographical Indication (GI) 
tag in 2017.
• APEDA functions under 
the Ministry of Agriculture.
• Which of the above 
statements are correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



NATO Launches “Cold Response” 
Arctic Military Exercise







Topic / कवर्य Explanation / कववरण

Main Development / मुख्य कवकास
NATO launched its Arctic military exercise “Cold 
Response” — नाटो ने  अ पना आ कषकटक  सै न्य  अ भ्य ास  
“कोल्ड  ररस्प ॉन्स ” शु रू  ककया।

Organising Body / आ योज न  सं स्थ ा
The exercise is conducted by NATO (North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) — यह अ भ्यास नाटो (North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization) द्वारा आ योकजत ककया जाता है।

Exercise Frequency / आ वृकि It is a biennial military exercise held every two years —
यह हर दो वर्ष में आ योकज त होने  वाला सै न्य  अ भ्य ास है।

Dates / कतकि The exercise runs from 9 March to 19 March 2026 — यह 
अ भ्यास 9 माचष से  19 माचष 2026 तक  आ योकज त हो रहा है।

Location / स्थ ान
Conducted in the Arctic region, particularly in northern 
Europe — यह आ कषकटक  क्ष त्र, कवशे र् रू प से  उिरी यूरोप में 
आ योकजत होता है।

Strategic Context / रण नीकतक  सं दर्ष
The exercise is conducted amid growing geopolitical 
tensions and competition in the Arctic region — यह 
अ भ्यास आ कषकटक  क्ष त्र में बढ़ते र्-राज नीकतक  तनाव के  बीच 
आ योकजत ककया गया है।



TOPIC DETAILS

NATO Established 1949

Headquarters Brussels, Belgium

Original Members 12 countries

Article 5 Collective defence clause



• Consider the following statements regarding NATO’s Cold Response exercise:

• Cold Response is a biennial NATO military exercise conducted in the Arctic region.

• The exercise focuses on training forces to operate in extreme cold environments.

• NATO headquarters is located in Geneva.

• Which of the above statements are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Sheshnaag-150 Swarm 
Drone Boosts India’s 
Unmanned Warfare 

Capability







Feature / पहलू Shahed-136 (Iran) Sheshnaag-150 (India)

Country / दे श Developed by Iran (Shahed Aviation Industries) — ईरान द्वारा कवककसत Developed by Newspace Research Technologies, India — र्ारत की 
कं पनी द्वारा कवककसत

Type of Drone / ड्रोन का 
प्रकार Kamikaze / one-way attack drone — आ त्म घाती हमला ड्रोन Swarm attack drone system — स्वामष आ धाररत हमला ड्रोन प्रणाली

Warfare Concept / युद्ध  
कसद्धांत

Used in mass launch attacks to overwhelm air defence — बडी संख्या में
लॉन्च  कर एयर कड्फेंस को िकाना

Designed for AI-enabled coordinated swarm operations — एआ ई 
आ धाररत समन्वित स्वामष हमला

Range / मारक  दू री Estimated 1000–2500 km depending on version — लगर्ग 1000–
2500ककमी

Around 1000+ km operational range — लगर्ग 1000 ककमी से  अकधक  दू री
(Moneycontrol)

Payload / वारहेड् क्षमता Around 30–50 kg warhead — लगर्ग 30–50 कक लोग्राम कवस्फ ोट क  
(Wikipedia)

Around 25–40 kg warhead — लगर्ग 25–40 कक लोग्राम वारहेड् (IDRW)

Endurance / उडान समय Several hours depending on mission — क ई घं टे  तक  उडान Around 5+ hours endurance — लगर्ग 5 घं टे  से  अकधक  उडान (IDRW)

Guidance / नेकवगेशन  प्रणाली Uses GPS / GNSS guidance — जीपीएस आ धाररत मागषदशषन (Wikipedia)
Uses AI navigation and can work in GPS-denied environments —
जीपीएस बं द होने  पर र्ी एआ ई नेकवगेशन से  कायष (www.ndtv.com)

Operational Role / उपयोग Used widely in Russia-Ukraine war to strike infrastructure — रू स -
यूक्र न युद्ध में उपयोग (Wikipedia)

Designed for precision swarm strikes and reconnaissance missions —
सटीक  स्वामष हमले और कनगरानी कमशन

Technology Level / तक नीकी 
स्तर

Relatively simple, low-cost loitering munition — सरल और सस्ता 
लॉयटररंग मुकनश न

AI-driven swarm coordination and modular system — उन्नत एआ ई स्वामष
समिय प्रणाली

Launch Method / लॉन्च  
प्रणाली

Fired from launch racks in large numbers — लॉन्च  रैक  से  बडी संख्या में 
छोडे जाते हैं

Can operate in coordinated drone swarms with autonomous control —
क ई ड्रोन कमलकर स्वामष हमले कर सक ते हैं

Strategic Aim / रण नीकतक  
उद्दश्य Cheap mass attack weapon — सस्ते बडे पैमाने  के  हमले के  कलए Smart networked drone warfare capability — उन्नत ने टवकष आ धाररत ड्रोन 

युद्ध  क्षमता

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/what-is-sheshnaag-150-know-all-about-india-s-quiet-entry-into-long-range-drone-warfare-amid-iran-israel-war-13850234.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HESA_Shahed_136?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://idrw.org/sheshnag-150-long-range-swarm-drone-with-1000km-range-completes-first-flight/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://idrw.org/sheshnag-150-long-range-swarm-drone-with-1000km-range-completes-first-flight/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HESA_Shahed_136?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/india-quietly-works-on-homegrown-sheshnaag-150-as-us-and-iran-launch-suicide-drones-11164340?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HESA_Shahed_136?utm_source=chatgpt.com








Thank you ☺


