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PSLV-C62 strays from flight
path, fails to launch satellite

Hemanth €S,
Vasudevan Mukunth
BENGALURLUCHENNAL

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)'s
PSLV-C62 mission carrying
the EOS-N1 earth observa
tlon satellite and 15 co-pas-
senger satellites failed to
Bnish its intended Lrajecto-
ry on Monday after an ano-
muly was detected during
the end of the third stage of
the bunch vehicle, result-
ing in the loss of the satel-
lites and prompting a de-
talled analysis

The PSLV-C62 lifted off
from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Srihartko-
ta at 10,38 a.m. on Monday.
The Launch of the vehicle,
which has four stages,
went as expected till the
third stage, but showed
“disturbance in the vehicle
roll rates” close to the end
of the third stage, ISRO
chairman V. Narayanan
sail. “The performance of
the vehicle up to the end of
the third stage was as ex-
pected. Close to the end of
the third stage, we saw
some disturbance In the
vehicle roll rates, and sub
sequently, a deviation was
observed in the fiight pach,
We are analysing the data,
and we shall come back at
the earfiest” Mr. Naraya-
nan said.

Monxday's outcome is
seen as a big setback for
the space agency as the
PSLV, lts workhorse rocket,
has suffered back-to-back
failures now,

On May 18, 2025, ISRO's
attempted launch of the
EOS-09 satellite aboard the
PSLV-O61 mission  could
not be completed, also due
to an anomaly in the third
stage of the rocket. The
EOS-NI earth observation
satellite is said to be built
for strategic purpases,

“It is a commercial mis-
ston of NewSpace India LI
mited (NSIL), EOS-N1 and
M co-passenger satellites
will be injected nto a Sun

Synchronous Orbit, and
the KID Capsule into a re-
entry trajectory,” ISRO hax!
said in 3 statement.

It added that after the
Injection of the EOS-N1and
14 suellites, the PS4 stage
would be restarted o de-
boaost and enter a re-entry
trajectory, followed by the
KID Capsule separation.

“Both P54 stage and KID
capsule  will  re-enter
Earth's atmosphere and
the impact will be n the
South Pacific Ocean,” the
statement added.

Financial fallout

The financial burden for
the satellites Jost in the
falled PSLV-C62 mission
falls on different parties,
depending on the nature of
the satellite. In the space
industry, there is no single
payer for a falled mission;
instead, the loss &5 ab
sorbed by a mix of state
funding and Insurance
claims. Governments typi
cally do not purchase com
mercil insurance for their
own strategic or military
satellites because the pre-
miums are very high. In
the present instance, the
direct financial loss of the
EOS-N1 satellite, developed
by DRDO, will be borne by
the state, and DRDO miy

have to seck fresh budge
tary approval to build a
replacement,

The co-passenger satel-
lites from private enter
prises, including Indian
startups and international
entities, would have pur-
chased policies that pay
ot a lump sum in the
event of a ‘total loss" dur-
ing the launch phase. If a
specific entity didn't pur
chase insurance, that com
pany must absorb the total
loss iself.

The NSIL is Hkely to
have bad contracts with
the private customers.
While the NSIL generally
doesn’t pay for the sstellite
leself, the contract might
include a re-flight guaran-
tee or & refund of the
launch fee if the mission
fails. This said, the ISRO or
NSIL Is ot Hable for the va-
Iue of the customer's satel
lite undess gross negligence
Is proven, which is rare.
The standard industry
practice is a “walver of lia
bility' where both the
launcher and the satellite
owner agree not to sue
each other for damages.
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m PSLV-C62 mission encountered
an anomaly during the end
of stage 3 A

» o B
2——— Stage 4 ignition

O
i (S Stage 3 separation

Ignition of stage 3

Separation of stage 2

M The polar satellite
launch vehicle (PSLV) -
- with two solid
stages and two liquid
stages — has a more
than 90% success rate

Ignition of stage 2

— Separation of stage 1
® The Isro workhorse
has launched key
missions such as
Chandrayaan,
Mangalyaan, and
Aditya-L1



What do two PSLV
mission failures in a
row mean for ISRO?

NEWS ANALYSIS

PS3 stage lacks its own roll
control thrusters and In-
stead banks on the stage
abave it, the fourth stage,
10 remain stable.



Year / Date

20 Sep 1993

1994

29 Sep 1997

1990si 2000s

2008

15 Feb 2017

31 Aug 2017

02 Sep 2023

01 Jan 2024

18 May 2025

12 Jan 2026

Mission / Event

PSLV-D1 (1st flight)

Early successful flights begin
PSLV-C1 (IRS-1D)

PSLVY becomes | SRO
Chandrayaan-1 launched by PSLV
PSLV-C37

PSLV-C39 (IRNSS-1H)

PSLV-C57 (Aditya-L1)

PSLV-C58 (XPoSat)

PSLV-C61 (EOS-09)

PSLV-C62

Afwor khor s

What happened / Why it matters

Maiden launch failed (IRS-1E not placed in orbit) 8 early
developmental setback. (Wikipedia)

PSLV returned with successful missions after the first failure.
(Wikipedia)

Partial failure: satellite inserted into lower/incorrect orbit vs planned.
(Wikipedia)

Operational maturity; regular launches for remote sensing + science +
commercial rideshares. (isro.gov.in)

PSLV
(Reuters)

enabl fest luhanrdissed (snajor prestige milestone).

World record: 104 satellites launched in a single mission (Cartosat-2
series + co-passengers). (isro.gov.in)

Mission unsuccessful due to payload fairing/heat-shield separation
issue. (isro.gov.in)

PSLV launched! ndi ao6s
(isro.gov.in)

PSLV successfully launched XPoSat; also flew POEM-3 orbital platform
experiments. (isro.gov.in)

Mission could not be accomplished due to an issue observed in 3rd
stage (as per ISRO). (isro.gov.in)

Mission failed after deviation/anomaly; payloads lost; ISRO
investigating. (Reuters)

sol ar ob gAeityarld)t or y

mi s s


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PSLV-D1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polar_Satellite_Launch_Vehicle?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PSLV-C1?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/PSLV_CON.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/science/indian-rocket-launch-loses-control-after-liftoff-fresh-blow-isro-2026-01-12/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/SuccessfullyLaunches104.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/PSLV-C39.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/PSLV_Launchers.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/PSLV_C58_XPoSat_Mission.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.isro.gov.in/Mission_PSLV_C61_EOS_09.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/science/indian-rocket-launch-loses-control-after-liftoff-fresh-blow-isro-2026-01-12/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

W What happened? (geAT RITES?)
e PSLV-C62 mission of ISRO failed to place the EOS-N1 satellite into its intended orbit.

ISRO &T PSLV-C62 fA2[ EOS-N1 39Ug &bt fAeRa wam & Rnfad &34 A 3-0%d g7

e The anomaly occurred during the third stage (PS3) of the launch vehicle.

e & diaR TRT (PS3) A dabAlds! TSdst S|

& Timeline of Failure (IHIHH)

e PS3ignited at 4 minutes 25 seconds after liftoff
PS3 &1 Ysdeid &Yl & 4 fAde 25 Jdbs d1g 31
e Uncontrolled spinning started around 2 minutes into PS3
PS3 & oiTHT 2 fAAE d1g Adse 3fHfAd U A gHA oIl
 |ISRO detected trouble by the 12-minute mark
12d fAe WR ISRO &1 seT A msdsat fazit




&J Technical Explanation (d@+1db! BROT)
« Vehicle experienced disturbance in roll rates near the end of the third stage.
AR TROT & 3id A Adbe & A 3¢ A AR ulRad= g3m|
e This caused deviation from the intended flight path.

3HA Adbe 3rux f[AeRa ger & wed mam

&) Outcome of the Mission (ufRoTH)

« EOS-N1 satellite and 15 co-passenger satellites were lost.
EOS-N1 3iR 15 Tg-ar=t 3uug 9 & o)
« Satellites will re-enter Earth’'s atmosphere and fall into the South Pacific Ocean.

3UYE gdl & argHse A YA: Wdel B3 GfEI0T Holid HErErR | |

L Strategic & Institutional Aspect (FUTHifdd U&f)

 EOS-N1is reported to be built for strategic purposes.
EOS-N1 &1 urHifded 38t & T g = am)
* Mission was conducted under NewSpace India Limited (NSIL) commercial framework.

g fAeE NSIL & aifoifsiie g & dgd 2l



PSLV-C61 (18 May 2025) mission carrying EOS-09 failed; performance was normal till 2nd
stage, issue observed in 3rd stage (PS3).
PSLV-C62 (12 Jan 2026) again failed; ISRO reported disturbance in roll rates /[ deviation near

the end of the 3rd stage, causing mission failure.

e Why is it a big deal for ISRO? | ISRO & foiT ag RiY 95t a1 &7

Two PSLYV failures within ~8 months hit the “workhorse"” reputation and raise questions on
quality assurance + return-to-flight validation.
PSLV is also a key vehicle for India’'s commercial launch push (via NSIL), so failures can affect

customer confidence, insurance cost, and market credibility.

e Technical clue from PSLV-C61 | PSLV-C61 3 dd-td! ddbd

Telemetry showed a sudden drop in chamber pressure in PS3 around ~203 seconds, meaning
the stage couldn't generate required thrust.
Such a pressure drop can indicate issues like nozzle/casing problems (structural failure-type

symptoms).

e What ISRO said for PSLV-C62 | PSLV-C62 WR ISRO 7 &RIT BH&l

The vehicle was nominal till late in PS3, then roll-rate disturbance and flight path deviation

were noticed; analysis/investigation announced.



Anhat ISRO said for PSLV-C62 | PSLV-C62 1 6ISROnY a a0 K S

AThe vehicle was nominal till late in PS3, then roll-rate disturbance and flight path deviation were
noticed; analysis/investigation announced.

Aransparency /reportissue |6 nzlkc¢ sarcLUn K n SznY Ko o6

AVedia reported that the earlier Failure Analysis Committee (FAC) report for the prior failure was not
made public, adding to concerns about transparency.

KCoreinferencein the article|ceYk Ko o8Ue Un @ Sc

ASince PS3 (third stage) is implicated in both events, it points to either shared root causes
(design/manufacturing/material/QA/supply-chain) or insufficiently validated fixes before return-to-flight.



Term/Topic

PSLV basics

Stages

PS3 (3rd stage)

Rollrate disturbance

NSIL role (commercial)

Why failures hurt commercially

Extra facts (English) HUNGG! Al

{[= A.’b’rd gbr;érﬁtllomaﬁm:h vehicle;a PSL\ODG 6N NGB 60 K
NBEAFOES yR OSNEIFGA ~r KESYESTO LaNo &i

PSLV is 4stagevehicle (solid + liquid stages il PSLWbB L 6 r6ZNYABES 1 Zr1 K06 1ZB
combination). § BOzZKHN

PS3 is aolid motorstage; chamber pressure  PS] Kt Z$ 04l &n: Lo 6 TYRKY e
health is critical for thrust. HyBN 0Sb ndnci

aw2t t NI dspigaroind R O1 S ~6Zce -GHIGYKYI HlQInY HUO né LaGdna
longitudinal axis uncontrolled roll can cause HUR K = 0zce sY IALxK nUr O ek S G
trajectory deviation and loss of mission. Syi

NSILsupports commercial launch services usi NSIUSRQYTUNA QBT il ceYm  $Yraj [
ISRO vehicles; failures can affect customer NYNﬂU,rSQ eNiolJB EWMBEEE uUr N Sz
confidence and insurance. § K NO SJi

Failures can raisaesurance premiumsscrutiny, Ur O ceN0 BB, 2685 T+lUBBOip 6 Qq)a SK
and customer hesitation for future launches. O6zsu T OuUr N SZ § K Nuo SJi



A Consider the following statements about the recent PSLV failures:

1. PSLM3X®%1 saw a chambepressure drop during the third stage @@round 203
seconds.

2. PSLM32 failure was associated with a refite disturbance / deviation near the end
of the third stage.

Which is/are correct?

A)lonly | B)2only | C) Bothl and2 | D) Neitherl nor 2



India, Germany sign pact to shore
up defence industrial cooperation

Kallol Bhattacherjee
Abhinay Deshpande
NEW DELHI/AHMEDABAD

India and Germany will en-
hance defence trade with
an eye on ‘co-production
and co-development,’
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Monday, as
the two sides signed an
agreement to strengthen
bilateral defence industrial
cooperation.

Welcoming  German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz
to India, Mr. Modi said In-
dia will launch a ‘consulta-
tion mechanism’ on in-
creasing collaboration with
Germany in the Indo-Pacif-
ic region. In his remarks,
Mr. Merz, who is on his
first visit to Asia since as-
suming office in May 2025,
said “rough winds” are
blowing in world politics
and that India and Germa-
ny should increase part-
nership to counter global

trends of instability.

The list of ‘outcomes’
following the meeting bet-
ween the two leaders also
included several other
MoUs and Joint Declara-
tions of Intent covering
areas like recruitment of
skilled professionals by
Germany, sports, and high-
er education.

“The growing coopera-
tion in defence and securi-
ty is a symbol of our mu-
tual trust and shared
vision. I express my heart-
felt gratitude to Chancellor
Merz for simplifying the
processes related to de-
fence trade. We will also
work on a roadmap to en-
hance cooperation bet-
ween our defence indus-
tries,” said Prime Minister
Modi in his remarks follow-
ing talks with Chancellor
Merz, when several agree-
ments, including one on
‘Strengthening the Bilater-
al Defence Industrial Coop-

eration’, were signed. Mr.
Modi pointed out that the
Chancellor’s visit coincid-
ed with India and Germany
marking 25 years of stra-
tegic partnership and 75
years of diplomatic ties.

The two teams also dis-
cussed multiple regional is-
sues, including the con-
flicts in Ukraine and the
Gaza Strip, with Mr. Modi
reiterating India’s condem-
nation of terrorism.

‘Rise in protectionism’
The German Chancellor
urged India to partner with
Germany in strengthening
‘global supply chains’.
“Unfortunately, we are see-
ing a renaissance of protec-
tionism,” he said, adding
that protectionism hurts
India-Germany trade ties.
His comments about the
rise in protectionism in
global affairs came against
the backdrop of a decline
in India-U.S. trade relations

that have been hit by the
imposition of punitive ta-
riffs on India by U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Chancellor Merz did not
talk about Mr. Trump in his
formal remarks, but later,
talking to reporters, he
mentioned that Germany
does not impose tariffs on
other countries, an indi-
rect reference to the puni-
tive tariffs that the U.S. has
imposed on India.

A joint statement issued
after bilateral talks said
that the two leaders have
“reiterated their support
for the conclusion of the
India-EU Free Trade Agree-
ment as a key outcome of
the upcoming EU-India
Summit, which will facili-
tate trade flows and inject
further momentum into
German-India economic
relations.”

KITE FESTIVAL
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Latest figure available in official

Metric MEA brief (Calendar Year 2023)

Total bilateral trade (goods) US$ 33.33 billion (mea.gov.in)

|l ndi abs exports US$15.48billion (mea.gov.in)
| ndi adbs | mports - :
Germany US$ 17.85 billion (mea.gov.in)

Trade balance (India) I US$ 2.37 billion (deficit)

Germanyo6s rank
trading partner (FY 20231 24)

Ger manyo6s share
foreign trade (FY 20231 24)

12th largest (mea.gov.in)

> 2.37% (mea.gov.in)

Notes

All-time high mentioned in the
MEA brief (based on Destatis
data).

Exports from India to Germany
(CY 2023).

Imports into India from
Germany (CY 2023).

Computed as exports (15.48) i
imports (17.85) =12.37
(approx).

Rank stated for FY 20237 24
(value not specified there).

Share stated in the MEA brief.


https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/India-Germany-2024.pdf
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/India-Germany-2024.pdf
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/India-Germany-2024.pdf
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/India-Germany-2024.pdf
https://www.mea.gov.in/Portal/ForeignRelation/India-Germany-2024.pdf

Trade Component

What it includes (Typical major items)

Overall trade nature Largelymanufacturing and engineeringed

LYRALI Tb

(Goods exports)

DSNXYI yeé
(Goods exports)

Services trade

Trade balance
pattern

Key trade drivers

Pharmaceuticalstextiles & garments chemicals
auto components engineering goodsleather
products IT/electronic items (some categories)

Machinery & industrial equipmentautomobiles &
[t auto parts electrical/electronics chemicals

precision instrumentsmedical/diagnostic

equipment

IT/ITeS business/professional services,

engineering/technical services, tourism/transport

related services

Often Germany has an edge highvalue
machinery/capital goods

Manufacturing supply chainsautomotive sector
chemicals & pharmamachine tools energy
transition tech

EV componentsbattery materials green hydrogen

New/emerging trade equipment/value chain renewable energy

areas

semiconductor supplychain equipmentindustrial
automation (Industry 4.0)

Notes / Exarruseful points
DSNXIyeé Aad 2yS 27
Europe (especially for higlalue
machinery/industrial goods).

LY RA

LYRALI Q& S E laBolI+ &nidtechBRavy 2
plus pharma/chemicals.

DSNX I yé& Q& higtteck /Napidal gbohsS
heavy.

Services complement goods trade; Indian IT prese
supports German firms and global operations.
9EI OG ol tlyOS @I NARSa @&
without latest data).

Strong B2B linkages: Mittelstagd Indian
suppliers/manufacturers.

Growing focus on resilient supply chains and cleal
tech trade.



» India and Germany signed an agreement to strengthen bilateral defence industrial cooperation,
with focus on co-production and co-development.
YRd 3R st A 28 iteifiies Tgan & Hsigd w4 &q rsital fasa, 5 ag-3angd g 9g-fasra R 3R
gl

 The agreement was signed during talks between Narendra Modi and Friedrich Merz.

IE AT YeTHAT 3G AIGH 3R ST TideR el Hsf 6t dodb & R g3

@ Key Features of the Pact (FHgild &t falydmg)

e Launch of a consultation mechanism to boost defence trade cooperation.
&M AR AgANT g&11 aq "R a7’ i B3|

e Preparation of a roadmap for defence industry cooperation.
41T 32T FEAT & fag AsHY dar fosa smemm

e Emphasis on mutual trust, shared vision, and strategic partnership.

3mut faeard 3k amgn oGS g wR |



¢ Strategic & Geopolitical Context (FuTHifde Tc)

e The visit coincides with:
e 25 years of India—Germany Strategic Partnership
e 75 years of diplomatic relations
WRd-3THA1 J0THIfdes TrgierRt & 25 a9 31k I3 ddei & 75 ad|
» Leaders discussed Ukraine conflict, Gaza crisis, and condemnation of terrorism.

I d TSI HEY a1 ATddbarg &l fAgr uR Taf|

¢ Trade & Protectionism Angle (RTUR d JR&0TAIG)

e German Chancellor warned against a “rise in protectionism” globally.
dfedes TR UR d@d TR&MUTdIE WR fadTl
e Germany urged partnership to strengthen global supply chains.
dfede 3MYfd SiEe3i Bl Halgd B4 TR 3R
e Reference to punitive tariffs imposed by the U.S. and decline in India-U.S. trade ties.

3MRBT gRT AT T ESTeD Qe 3R YRA-3MReT IR | fiRTae &1 A |



& Modi-Merz & International Kite Festival, Ahmedabad
¢ Event Overview (®RigpH fddzon)

e International Kite Festival 2026 inaugurated at Sabarmati Riverfront.

3EHSIEIE &b ATeRHAd! ReaRvpe UR RIS UdT AglcHd 2026 1 3gHTe |
e German Chancellor Friedrich Merz attended as Chief Guest.

STHA TR el Al H&A 3ifdfe 38|

@ Participation Highlights (MTiieR})

135 international kite flyers from 50 countries.
e 65 kite flyers from 13 Indian states.

o 871 kite flyers from 16 districts of Gujarat.
50 goif & 135, WRd & 13 AT A 65, 31R R1a & 16 5@l @ 871 ufavmi



Exam

UPSC CSE Prelims

RPSC RAS Prelims

SSC CGL

IBPS PO

Railway NTPC

Year

2021

2022

2020

2019

2021

Question (Gist) Answer

IndiagGermany relations
are part of which broader Strategic Partnership
framework?

Uttarayan is associated

with which state? Gujarat

Makar Sankranti marks

which solar movement? Northward journey of Sun

Which agreement aims to

reduce trade barriers ¢ 11ade Agreement

Sabarmati River flows

through which city? Ahmedabad



A With reference to recent IndigGermany engagements, consider the following statements:
A India and Germany agreed to enhance defence industrial cooperation with focusproaaction.
A The German Chancellor expressed concern over the rise of protectionism globally.

A The International Kite Festival at Ahmedabad is organised annually to markBhdiree Trade
Agreement.

A Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A Options:

A. 1 and 2 only

B. 2 and 3 only

C. 1 only
D.1,2and 3
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Poll body stops advance disbursal
of Ladki Bahin aid in Maharashtra

Move comes amid Oppn. complaints after BJP Minister’s claim that beneficiaries will get a combined amount of 33,000 for Dec.,

Jan. as ‘special gift’; SEC says scheme benefits cannot be given in advance when election code of conduct is in place for civic polls

Snehal Mutha
MUMBAI

he State Election
TCommision on
Monday barred the

Maharashtra government
from disbursing advance
payment under the Ladki
Bahin scheme, citing the
enforcement of the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) for
the ongoing municipal
elections.

“The SEC has issued
consolidated orders on No-
vember 4, 2025, regarding
the Model Code of Conduct
for the general elections of
local bodies. As per the
provisions of this order, de-
velopment  works and
schemes, which were start-
ed before the announce-
ment of the elections are al-
lowed to continue during
the MCC period. The Chief
Secretary had informed in
his report. Considering this
background, the regular
benefits of this scheme can
be given but benefits can-
not be given in advance,
and new beneficiaries will
not be able to be selected,”
the SEC stated in a
statement.

The poll body's clarifica-
tion came following several
complaints questioning the
timing of an announce-

s

ment by Minister Girish
Mahajan. In a post on X on
January 7, the BJP leader
claimed that eligible benef-
iciaries of the scheme will
receive  a  combined
amount of ¥3,000 for De-
cember and January in
their bank accounts before
Makar Sankranti, which
falls on January 14, terming
it a “special gift” from “De-
va bhau (Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis)”.

The Ladki Bahin scheme
is a flagship programme
rolled out by the Mahayuti

The State government's flagship programme rolled

government before the As-
sembly election in 2024,
providing a monthly aid of
1,500 to eligible benefici-
aries. The scheme is widely
credited with helping the
Mahayuti secure victory in
the Assembly election.

Congress complaint

The Opposition Congress
alleged it was aimed at in-
fluencing voters ahead of
the January 15 polls to 29
municipal corporations, in-
cluding the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation.

out before the 2024 Assembly election is widely
credited with helping the BJP-led Mahayuti alliance secure a poll victory, FILE PHOTO

State Congress leader
and advocate Sandesh
Kondvilkar filed a com-
plaint with the SEC on Ja-
nuary 10, alleging that the
Minister announced to re-
lease two instalments on
the eve of voting, and
urged the poll body to step
in.

The SEC confirmed to
The Hindu earlier in the day
that it had sought a report
from State Chief Secretary
Rajesh Agarwal inquiring
into the BJP Minister's
claims if the government

intended to release two
months' instalments to-
gether ahead of the polls,
with a response sought on
Monday.

Congress spokesperson
Sachin Sawant slammed
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) for using the scheme
as a “transactional deal”
and “not to help economi-
cally weaker women”, “To
trade with votes, the mo-
ney meant for Ladki Bahins
was withheld for two
months. These are selfish
brothers who demand
votes in return. This is pu-
blic money. Devendra Fad-
navis or [Deputy Chief Mi-
nister] Eknath Shinde are
not giving it from their own
pockets,” Mr. Sawant said.

Mr. Fadnavis, however,
defended the announce-
ment saying the Ladki Ba-
hin Yojana was a continu-
ous scheme of the State
government and did not
fall under the restrictions
of the election code of
conduct.

Maharashtra Congress
president Harshwardhan
Sapkal said his party was
not opposed to the scheme
but objected to the release
of two months’ assistance
on the eve of voting, calling
it a clear violation of the
poll code.




1) What did the poll body do? (&1 fdar?)

 Maharashtra State Election Commission (SEC) stopped the advance disbursal of money under the
Ladki Bahin scheme during ongoing municipal polls.
HERTSE A5 AT AN (SEC) A TR fAdr g1l & gR1E @Tsdht dfga AVst1 &t 31fim Afer st &3 IR A6
T &l

+ Reason: Model Code of Conduct (MCC) is in force for civic polls; scheme benefits can't be given

“in advance” during MCC.

BRUT: AR fAwRr gATal & fAg 3ngef smar dfgar (MCC) @r 8; MCC & SR 31fiw @ind AT 34 A&l

2) What is allowed vs not allowed (eI 3rqHfd &/7&1?)

« Allowed: Regular/ongoing benefits of existing schemes may continue.
HATE: UEH T T & D3N 3 Frafid @n SRl g awd &
* Not allowed:
« Advance payment (e.g., giving multiple instalments together before polling)
» Selection of new beneficiaries during MCC
fager:
o AfH TaE (39S & ugw 2 e Irer 7 30
« MCC 37afe & qq @miferan &1 a4



3) Trigger: political claim & complaints (fdare &3 > §3M1?)
e The issue escalated after a BJP minister's public claim that beneficiaries would get a combined

23,000 for Dec + Jan as a “special gift".
BJP H3t & ¢rd & d1¢ faare gal fas emiferal ol fader + s1a3t & fiw 3,000 Tep I1 “fd2ly 3UgR” & ¥U
A A

¢ Opposition (Congress) alleged this was to influence voters ahead of municipal elections; a complaint

was filed before SEC.
BT A 3RT AT s Tg HdSTdar3i &) yifdd o33 &1 I &; SEC # forprrd &t ms|

4) Background of scheme (54T &1 TeH)
e Ladki Bahin is described as a flagship welfare scheme with monthly aid (21,500) to eligible

beneficiaries (as per the article).

F P AR ATSdh! digd AT b dgd Ut Tl ot 31,500 Aifids JerRIaT ¢t sirdl 2|




State/UT

Maharashtra

Madhya Pradesh

Jharkhand
Karnataka

West Bengal

Tamil Nadu
Chhattisgarh

Odisha

Telangana

Andhra Pradesh

Scheme (Type)
MukhyamantricMajhi Ladki Bahin Yojana¢t t K
o USn

Ladli Behna Yojanaxi 3 cei 6 Sh @

Mukhyamantri Maiya Samman Yojand§Oua $(° 0 'n
Gruha Lakshmi Scheme S ol @
Lakshmir Bhandar ( 1 el GOBt (16

Kalaignar Magalir Urimai Thogai (
| USce HUN K@6 O60UR
Mahtari Vandan Yojanad( SNG 6 & (r BN n

SUBHADRA Yojana O £ @

Mahalakshmi Schemed(St ce(( @

Thalliki Vandanam (
‘educationlinked)

1 K& rBinG (

'Y 2 dzy Frequency

1,000 / 1,20CMonthly

Notes/Who gets

1,500 Monthly Eligible women (DBT )Lddaki Bahin

lY2dzyi
India)

2,500 Monthly Financial assistance to eligible womeBofgle Translaje

2,000 Monthly For eligible women heads of householdsafnataka WCPD

MXnnn O6DSYSNIfOZ MZHAN

(s24pgs.gov.in

1,000 Monthly MInnnkY2ydK (gmuthdodig 6f S 62Y

1,000 Monthly MEINnnkKY?2ydowed.gokih 5. ¢d 0§
Yearly £ A S AL . -
10’0006 0 X2 n N pnZnnn 2OSNJ p e Sl NHHRe TimksbfRnd)a
a2yiKfte FTAR b 6aSLI NI (St

2,500 Monthly (scheme package)wénaparthy.telangana.gov,jn

Yearly (per mMmoXnnn G2 Y2U0KSNI b Hxnnn ¥

12000 child) child). The Times of Ind)a



https://ladakibahin.maharashtra.gov.in/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ndtv.in/utility-news/ladli-behna-yojana-32th-installment-update-1500-rupees-january-payment-date-status-beneficiary-list-kyc-ladli-behna-yojana-kist-kab-aayegi-ladli-behna-10722217?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://translate.google.com/translate?client=srp&hl=hi&sl=en&tl=hi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.drishtiias.com%2Fstate-pcs-current-affairs%2Fmukhyamantri-maiya-samman-yojana
https://wcd.karnataka.gov.in/26/gruhalakshmi-scheme/en?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://s24pgs.gov.in/lakshmir-bhandar/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://kmut.tn.gov.in/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://cgwcd.gov.in/mahatari-vandan-scheme?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/govt-to-disburse-third-instalment-of-subhadra-scheme-funds-on-raksha-bandhan/articleshow/123004624.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://wanaparthy.telangana.gov.in/scheme/mahalakshmi-scheme/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vijayawada/govt-launches-thalliki-vandanam-scheme/articleshow/121809339.cms?utm_source=chatgpt.com

Theme Extra Facts (English) HUNUG! AHirali)

Art. 243K State Election Commission

for Panchayat elections; SEC is heac H m 3R nBL G ON L UBHCSEB SYNU
by State Election Commissioner, LOnar h &0 KgioeUs [CU Y
appointed by Governor; removal KG sudalal L 9A&ndian

protection like HC Judge (textual Kanoon

basis). hdian Kanooh

SEC constitutional base

For municipalities, Constitution also

provides election framework (often n k 6 Un Ka O LUnlnr&B SYI
linked withArt. 243ZAin standard Tar nAhno NZ 61 8 BAS Y Sl
polity notes).

Municipal elections

M|CC p?“"dno ffesr; benefic MCG53 6 N NG Na 1JB NK K 6o Ur
release/processin@r benericiary r i CE?A, in K Q 6@8@0 @ 0

MCC & welfare schemes orler_lted schemes/welfare_ funds that n A6 U as U,r MK G L’Sfai NG
can influence votersHlection

Commission of Indja AElection Commission of India

MCC first introduced iKerala MCCh & el @‘héﬁ'@S 5/

MCC origin (static GK) jSgzir:?]ly elections (1960bater wider O fané Od LOnar o



https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1331638/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1331638/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hindi.eci.gov.in/files/file/60-code-of-conduct-dos-donts/?confirm=1&csrfKey=efc1fc69a08d2b1e54d7fdaaeba4efe9&do=download&r=152&t=1&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://hindi.eci.gov.in/files/file/60-code-of-conduct-dos-donts/?confirm=1&csrfKey=efc1fc69a08d2b1e54d7fdaaeba4efe9&do=download&r=152&t=1&utm_source=chatgpt.com
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UPSC CSE Prelims

SSC CHSL Fer

SSC CGL Tier

RRB NTPC GBT

UPPSC (PCS)

Rajasthan RAS Prelims

Paper (Date/Shift)

GS Paper |, 2017

20 Mar 2023 (Shift 3)

18 Jul 2023 (Shift 2)

5 Apr 2021 (Shift 2)

2017 Paper 1

2023 Official Paper

Question (as asked / gist)

a9/ L
RSOARSaA
LI NI &
statement(s) correct?

St SOGAz2y

Article 243Kof the Constitution is
related to which?

GLY LYRALF GKS {dl
Commissioner is appointed by the
RURURUR

G2 K2
| 2YYAaaA2yYSNKE

A-R type: MCC must be followed as
soon as election announced / MCC
enacted by Parliament

Statements on SEC Rajasthan
(constituted under Art 243K; single
member headed by State Election
Commissioner)

NEYIOSNI B2 Ré X

aLJ Al ktYWHEH S

L2 AYyGa GKS

Answer

al |

Only statement 3

Election to the Panchayats

Governor

Governor

Reason iscorrect(MCC not
enacted by Parliament) (

Both statements treated as correci
in key context



A2 AGK NBFTSNBYOS LadgkiBahi€S Lyl SLYaS yI(642 dRidzNdh y 3 Y dzy A O
the statements:

A The State Election Commission bareetvance disbursabf scheme benefits becau$dCC
was in force for civic polls.

A During MCQOiegular ongoing benefit®f an existing scheme may continue, taglvance
benefitsare generally restricted.

A The State Election Commissioner is appointed byPitesident of India

A Which is/are correct?
A) 1 and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only

C) 1 only

D)1,2and 3



In a first, Rajasthan panchayat gets certified for going fully organic

Mohammed Igbal
BAMANWAS KANKAR

By taking decisive steps to
secure a sustainable fu-
ture, Bamanwas Kankar
panchayat in Rajasthan
has become the first village
body in the State to be cer-
tified as fully organic.

The panchayat, com-
prising seven hamlets in
the newly formed Kotputli-
Behror district, took mea-
sures not only to resolve is-
sues of soil degradation
and declining groundwa-
ter level but also to address
health concerns linked to
chemical-based farming.

All farming activities in
Bamanwas Kankar are free
of chemical pesticides and
synthetic fertilizers while
animal husbandry practic-
es follow ecological and
health-conscious  stan-
dards. “This integrated ap-

Taking firm stand: Villagers taking a pledge against chemical-based

agriculture at Bamanwas Kankar on January 2. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

proach has ensured that
agriculture, livestock man-
agement, and environ-
mental protection will
move forward together,”
sarpanch Ganesh Jat said.
The move towards or-
ganic farming was initiated
through collective discus-
sions among villagers in
the past year. Farmers had
begun noticing declining
soil fertility, rising input

costs, and health issues as-
sociated with exposure to
chemical inputs. Mr. Jat
said these concerns shifted
the community’s mindset
from focusing on short-
term yields to achieving
long-term sustainability.
The transition was sup-
ported by Cofarmin Feder-
ation of Organic Societies
and Producer Companies
(COFED), a group working

in the areas of natural re-
source conservation, sus-
tainable farming, and wo-
men’s empowerment.

‘Farmer-friendly model’
Farmers have begun ob-
serving increased biodiver-
sity, including beneficial
insects and soil microor-
ganisms. The certification
has opened access to pre-
mium markets and re-
duced dependence on
costly chemical inputs. For
livestock owners, organic
practices have led to better
animal health and safer
dairy products, enhancing
their market value.
Mukesh Gujjar of Nan-
galhedi village said chemi-
cal-free farming has given
villagers “safe food and a
healthier lifestyle”. “By
choosing organic meth-
ods, we have moved to-
wards a farmer-friendly

model of agriculture.”

Mahaveer Bokan of Bha-
dana Ki Bhaal village said
stopping the use of chemi-
cal pesticides improved
soil health, crop quality,
and well-being of rural fa-
milies. “Organic farming is
the foundation for a
healthy future,” he said.

To mark the milestone,
the panchayat organised a
ceremony to take a pledge
against chemical-based
agriculture and animal
husbandry on January 2.
The event brought togeth-
er farmers, cattle owners,
local leaders, and COFED
representatives.

COFED founder Jeeten-
dra Sevawat said the pan-
chayat’s achievement was
a community-driven
movement rather than a
bureaucratic exercise. He
said the Bamanwas Kankar
experiment demonstrated

how sustainable agriculture
becomes achievable when
communities take owner-
ship of change. “By this
year-end, we aim to convert
300 panchayats across the
districts of Bikaner, Alwar,
Kotputli-Behror, and Bhil-
wara into fully organic vil-
lage bodies,” he said.

COFED has collated the
data of farms and cattle
from these places and is-
suance of certificates for
crops and livestock for the
first cycle is in progress.

As policymakers search
for techniques of sustaina-
ble agriculture, Bamanwas
Kankar seems to have of-
fered a model rooted in
community participation,
ecological responsibility,
and collective vision.

The panchayat’s transfor-
mation has indicated that
meaningful change often
begins at the grassroots.

an hahalf A8 TUS DIHIDEICUINMS DUT I TN CAibarv. Ciirnrh AMlamhath /Darnancihla far calactinn af naur iindar tha DDD A A8

irra ARTa e



 Bamanwas Kankar panchayat in Rajasthan became the first village body in the State to be

certified as fully organic.
ASTRATA ol ATHAATT R UaTad A3 ! Uge! uarad a1 o gofa: sifaaws (Fully Organic) smifora fasar

Tl
» The panchayat includes seven hamlets in the newly formed Kotputli-Behror district.

g UARId Bleyddl-agds (Aanfea) foia | 7 erfvrai/adrae) 3 fAaa: a4 2|

2) Why did they shift to organic? (Sifae® &t 3R a=iY me?)
» Steps were taken to address:
» Soil degradation
» Declining groundwater levels
» Health concerns linked to chemical-based farming
3€l4 BgH 351 dlf:
o At &t ToTaTT A fiRTae
o 3Tl TR | BHL
o« IS Bt A St TR FHRATY
g9 Hel BT JHTYT & T |



3) What changes were made on the ground? (anﬁtaaamwgq‘?)
« All farming is free from chemical pesticides and synthetic fertilizers.
P BRI IS et 3R fFfew 3de! @ gaa faar mam|
* Animal husbandry follows ecological and health-conscious standards.
T[T A UATaRoT-ATTd 3R TR -JRf&rd ! &1 UTe fdar |
« Community discussions helped farmers move from short-term yield focus to long-term

sustainability.

e gdaf & HH Hafel bl 3usT & g5 S abifed RR&IRET UR &1 11T

4) Support & Institution (Iga1T feaa faam?)

« The transition was supported by COFED (Cofarmin Federation of Organic Societies and Producer
Companies) working on:
» Natural resource conservation
e Sustainable farming
« Women's empowerment
Jg 9gciid COFED & T A §3M, 51 BIH &d 2
o UTpidds JATEA HI&0T
o T3 Y
o Hfge gerfdisor



5) Benefits observed (T @RIT fai?)

‘Farmer-friendly model’ (fFam-fgdsit Atea)
* Increased biodiversity, including beneficial insects and soil microorganisms.

Sta-fafaerar aet, aER! Fie 3ik figt & Jersita 93

e Certification enabled access to premium markets and reduced dependence on costly chemical

inputs.
AU & WifATH 91ETR fAe 3k 780 I-rIfAe gaqe W faiar act

e For livestock owners: better animal health, safer dairy products, improved market value.

TRUTeTep! b foiQ: UR[-TaRRY dgdR, giel Ic1q 3ifeiep JRfard, dsiR Hod dal|

6) Milestone event (Agcqul 31=151)

 To mark the achievement, a pledge ceremony was held on January 2 against chemical-based

agriculture and animal husbandry.
3Ufe] b IUET H 2 FTaRN DI AARIADb Wl T gUTei & faog a2l FHARIE g3l

e Farmers, cattle owners, local leaders and COFED representatives participated.

faaT, UUTeTeh, AT Aqcd 3R COFED Ufdfafer enfAe gg|




AWnhat next? i kYOZL W @

A By yearend, the aim is to conveB00 panchayatsacross districts likBikaner, Alwar,
KotputlicBehror, Bhilwaranto fully organic V|Ilage bodies.

r S¢CHBN Ko 0 K G, HYoSr, Bz I nitbo&i6Z2O0 cer USy®Y o#B00NBL 0 ONZB
Kzr]un d_ISVIEJr d(n KreU i

A Data collection of farms and cattle has been dorestificates for crops and livestock
(first cycle)are in progress.

k YNn RUKM YISBK U;@NS de 6n RUATM 01 ¢ 8 o G L 0 &I6 KW
TUO Dot S8yi
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Topic

Organic certification in India

Key government support

Soll benefits

Market angle

Bestknown example

Extra Facts (English)

Two broad routesThird-party
certification (NPOPandPGSIndia
for domestic markets

PKVYpromotes organic clusters;
Jaivik Bharasupports
branding/traceability

Organic practices impro\soil
organic carbonbiodiversity, and
long-term fertility

Certified organic often gefsremium
price, but needs compliance &
monitoring

Sikkimh & @A RSft &
fully organic State

AONGG! AHinali)

OQu6N 063 NEOME!,g b @ij 6

L 6Yodi 6 0 P@SndiaYNU
PKVYLYUr K T " 6 Kizgu Kar
Ou 6 NuBU IBRYS Uo Uoe I-G

LYUr K kUONIG SKY@icHK §id

OU nNad r NOILMEOGOEKD
ToaUA N LYDGKS &G 6
H nUr]DLdJEEinKounCl L A6

O B¢
Co

OA G BSUsH &z IOF &M | KOl o) B el AN

U K 600 Lon §




A With reference to the news about Bamanwas Kankar
panchayat becoming fully organic, consider the following
statements:

A Bamanwas Kankar panchayat has been certified as
Rajastha® first fully organic village body.

A The transition included stopping chemical pesticides and
synthetic fertilizers in farming and adopting ecological
standards in animal husbandry.

A The plan mentioned includes convertiBg0panchayats
across multiple Rajasthan districts into fully organic village
bodies by yeaend.

A Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A)1land2only

B)2 and3only

C)1,2and3

D)1 only
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India to be invited to join U.S-led
initiative Pax Silica, says envoy

India was not included in the original launch of the arrangement for cooperation on semiconductors, critical minerals, AL

Gor ‘takes charge’ of US. Embassy with music and fanfare, says both countries continue to actively engage over trade deal

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

join “Pax Silica”, the

US.led eight-nation
arrangement to cooperate
on semiconductors, criti-
cal minerals, and artificial
intelligence, next month,
incoming U.S. Ambassador
Sergio Gor announced on
Monday, He added that
both countries hoped to
make progress on long-de-
layed trade negotiations
S00N.

Mr. Gor, who is yet to
present his credentials to
President Droupadi Mur-
mu, projected a positive
outlook for India-U.S. tes
after months of tensions
over trade, tariffs, and In-
dia's import of Russian ofl.

“The United States and
India are bound not just by
shared interests, but by re-
lationship anchored at the
highest Jevels," Mr. Gor
said in an unprecedented
“arrival speech”, delivered
with much fanfare from
the steps of the US. Em-
bassy on Shantipath in
Delhi.

“Real friends can dis-
agree but always resolve
their differences in the
end,” he added. He said
the two sides “continue to
actively engage” over the
trade deal that had been in-
ivally launched nearly a
year ago when Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi visit-
ed Washington. Subse-
quently, the deal lost
momentum as the U.S. im-
posed 50% tariffs on In-
dian goods, and has seen
six official rounds of nego-

lndla will be Invited o

et

New beginning: U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio Gor receives a warm weicome as he marks his first

day atthe U5, Embassy in New Delhi on Monday. aui

tiations and three visits to
the U.S. by Commerce Mi-
nister Piyush Goyal,

“Remember, India is the
world's largest nation, so
it's not an easy task to get
this across the finish line,
but we are determined to
get there,” he said,

India was not Included
in the original launch of
“Pax Silica" in Washington
in December, though fel-
low Quad members Japan
and Australia, 1202 coun-
tries, Israel and the UAE,
and others including South
Korea, Singapore, the UK.,
and the Netherlands were

s visit
Mr. Gor said he hoped US.
President Donald Trump
would visit India “"soon,
hopefully in the next year
or two". Mr. Trump was ex-

pected to visit India last
year to attend the Quad
Summit, and India is hop-
ing to host the summit this
year.

Unconventional arrival
The Ambassador's state-
ment, made to hundreds of
U.S. Embassy staffers in
Delhi and Indian media,
was unconventional as Mr.
Gor ks expected 1o present
his credentials later this
week. According to diplo-
matic protocol, Ambassi-
dors are expected to make
public appearances only
after the credentials are
presented. Mr. Gor arrived
at the Embassy with his
Ambassadorial convoy, in-
cluding a special armoured
car with red and blue
blinking lights, As he
alighted, the Embassy offi-
clals who had gathered

there more than two hours
before, along with the
press, greeted him with
loud applause, and as he
wilked up the steps, a spe-
cial playlist of songs, re-
portedly chosen by Mr
Gor, that included the
1960s soul song Hold on,
I'm Coming and Mr.
Trump's favourite YMCA
were played over loud-
speakers. The ceremony,
which included dozens of
media outlets, was telecast
live -~ a break from the
past. His predecessor, Bi-
den-appointee Eric Garcet-
tl, had arrived to take up
his assignment in a colour-
ful autorickshaw in April
2023, but without the me-
dia or the large welcoming
assembly.

Mr. Gor begins with his
tasks cut out, given spirall-
Ing ties between New Delhi

and Washington, particu-
larly over a number of
statements, including Mr.
Trump’s repeated claim
that he mediated the India-
Pakistan conflict in May
2025, which the govern-
ment has strenuously de-
nied

Last week, the External
Affairs Ministry rejected a
claim by US. Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick
that the trade deal had fal-
len through as Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi had
not called Mr. Trump o fi-
nalise it, pointing out that
the two leaders had spo-
ken eight times during the

year.,

Mr. Gor said that India-
US. trade negotiators
would hold another call on
Tuesday.

In addition, the govern-
ment has been uncomfor-
table with the U.S. Presi-
dent's contention that Mr.
Modi had promised to cut
India's imports of Russian
oll “to make him happy”,

stressing that any decisions
are Jed by market
conditions.

Special envoy

Mr. Gor, who has also been
appointed Mr. Trump's
Special Envoy for South
and Central Asia, has taken
a few months to arrive, af-
ter being named for the
post In August 2024, and
confirmed by the US. Se-
nate in October.

Alongside bilateral is-
sues, his travels in the re-
gion, particularly to Pakis-
tan and Bangladesh, will
be watched most closely in
New Delhi.




A) What is Pax Silica? (Pax Silica &1 8?)
e "Pax Silica"” is described as a U.S.-led, 8-nation initiative/arrangement for cooperation on:
Semiconductors, Critical Minerals, and Artificial Intelligence (Al).
“Pax Silica” 3MRBT-Aqc aTeit 8 G &t Ugd /AT TATS TS &, fSAdBT Bib:
Avtbeaer, fihfehrd fATved 3k Al IR 21

e The envoy said India will be invited to join next month.

gd & 3TTIR ¥Rd I 37Tt HEI NfAe g1 &1 fe=roT fAcmm

B) Who said it & where? (f58A ®&T, Bar?)
e Incoming U.S. Ambassador to India Sergio Gor announced it after taking charge at the U.S.

Embassy in New Delhi (arrival with much fanfare).
HRd A 3114 a1l 3R Asiga AT R 7 75 fowil fRerd 3R garard A BRMR IHTeA & d1¢ Ig BHall

 He had not yet presented credentials to the President of India (as per article).

I & AR 3814 30T Isgufd Y 31941 “dhafIed” Udd A&l fasar 2




C) Why is this important? (Hg&cd &=11?)
e |t signals deeper India—U.S. cooperation in strategic technologies and supply chains.
g I0TAAD db-ld 3R AWE-a9 A HRA—3MARET &I Bl Hlgd B Bl Advd |

e |t connects to geopolitics of chips + minerals + Al, which are now core national security/economic

security areas.

fas + |3 + Al 37731 g 1/3nfef s JRem & 1R faud &

D) Trade deal context (¢8 Sl TcH)

* Envoy said both sides continue to actively engage on a trade deal and hope to progress soon.

gd A BET gl 321 938 Ele WR Afeha ardsild &R 32 & 3R Sfog wfd Bt 37ig 2

e Article mentions recent tensions over tariffs and India’s imports of Russian oil in the broader

relationship context.

o% B 3% 31k Bt ad MATd B fib: ddei A d-1d b1 Ty v 21



A India was not included in the original launch in
Washington (December) o
oeYkr YURBkOHIK $ BoucddJt h odl@aO 0 6 RG UG ce
n Su'B

A It notes participation/invitations included:
A Japan & Australi§gQuad members)
A 1srael & UAKI2U2)

A plus others likeSouth Korea, Singapore, UK,
Netherlands(as mentioned)
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Topic

Semiconductors

Critical minerals

QUAD

1202

Credentials

Trade talks

Extra Facts (English)

Chips are core to electronics, defence,
telecom, EVs; shortage becomes a strategic
vulnerability

Often include lithium, cobalt, nickel, rare
earths (used in batteries, magnets, defence
tech)

Members:India, USA, Japan, Australia

Groupingindia, Israel, UAE, USA

Ambassadors formally assume full diplomati .
role after presenting credentials to the Head .
State
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Exam (Paper / Date)

UPSC CSE Prelims 2025
(GS Paper-I, 25 May 2025)

UPSC CSE Mains 2025 (GS
Paper-IIl)

UPSC CSE Mains 2020 (GS
Paper-Il, 09 Jan 20211 as
per UPSC mains schedule
coverage)

UPSC CDS (I) 2021 GK
(07 Feb 2021)

CSIR-CEERI JSA Official
Paper-Il (Held in 2022)

Exact Question (English)

Consider the following statements: I. India
has joined the Minerals Security Partnership
as a member. Il. India is a resource-rich
country in all the 30 critical minerals that it has
identified. 1ll. The Parliament in 2023 amended
the Mines and Minerals (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1957, empowering the Central
Government to exclusively auction mining
lease and composite licenses for certain
critical minerals. Which of the statements
given above are correct?

India aims to become a semiconductor
manufacturing hub. What are the
challenges faced by the semiconductor
industry in India? Mention the salient
features of the India Semiconductor
Mission.

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) is
transforming itself into a trade bloc from a
military alliance, in present time i Discuss.

Which one of the following is not a member
of the Quad group of nations?

What are the member countries of
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) also
called QUAD?

T AHindi) Options

Un' KnnzBné @O K Gl

Minerals Security PartnershipK & § N |

ona NSEa6N A n @Y ctiicdla N

minerals 53 ¢ OG0 063 &$BHJa i By A.land Il only B. Il and lll only C. | and I
2023 63MIMDR Act, 1957 $ BRz U N =K 6nlykA |, Il and Il

$ 6 Kaé Keritigalminerals Symiining

lease r composite licence K exclusive

auctionRU! NGS 80 iK nns$BZn

Ou6N SYOUKBt I & &py'p na
LaSNo Si Oud6N 63 Yo"
LUn ZUN Gub ladim Se&piconductor

MissionK & T 8Uk Ur RY$ NG| Uelk

(Mains 1 No options)

QUADr Ncouan $060 063 |nKn $M kKt 0B
{fanadé yYK Ka 1366 &ampssl (Mainsi No options)
LLdc KaoL | i

Un' 63 $Quad € 9GS K $ni&aBL §ance 2. USA 3. Australia 4. Japan

1. Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Japan
"L -~ o - 2. Australia, India, Japan and USA 3.

QUAD (@SD)KY § N, N¥R>SkZ nAustralia, UK, France and USA 4. Singapore,
Japan, Australia and UK

Correct Answer

C.land lll only

(Descriptive)

(Descriptive)

France

Australia, India,
Japan and USA



A2 A0K NBFSNBYOS (2 0KS
mentioned in the news, consider the
following statements:

APax Silica is described as a {£8.
arrangement for cooperation on
semiconductors, critical minerals and Al.

Alndia was included in the original launch of
Pax Silica in Washington.

AThe article indicates India is likely to be
Invited to join Pax Silica next month.

AWhich of the statements given above is/are
correct?

A) 1 and 3 only

B) 1 only

C) 2 and 3 only

D)1,2and 3
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Why Article 6 is a powerful tool for India

o strengthen the

delivery and efficiency

of climate finance, the

carbon markets under
Article 6 (A6) of the Paris
Agreement were made fully

jonal at COP29. According

to the A6 Implementation
Partnership, there are 89
cooperation arrangements made
under Article 6.2 across 58 Parties,
reflecting the growing momentum
and acceleration of bilateral and

Mechanism (Article 6.4) at COP29
marked a milestone in the
transition from the Clean
Development Mechanism. This
step has paved the way for a more
rigorous, transparent, and globally
aligned crediting framework
under the Paris Agreement,

After years of anticipation and
careful deliberation, in August
2025, India entered a new era of

This effectively operationalised
Article 6.2 of the Paris Agreement
and signalled a new chapter in
international climate cooperation.

The potential of Article 6

Why does participation of India in
the A6 mechanism hold critical

tech, support to research and
development, strengthen bilateral
relations and channel
much-needed climate finance into
the economy. This can be a lever
for socio-economic transformation
that aligns with domestic climate
goals, especially for a raphdly
growing country such as India.

Critically, the potential of A6
market mechanisms (both 6.2 and
6.4) is not just restricted to
generating climate finance

the exchange of carbon

credits, known as internationally
transferred mitigation outcomes.
Instead, the real prize les in using
this mechanism to accelerate a
low-carbon industrial and
technological transformation,

Aparna Sharma
Programme Lead,
CEEW and PRD
Scholar, Department
of Policy and
Management Studks,
TER School of
Advanced Studies,
New Delhi

Gopal K. Sarangi
Associate Professor
and Head,
Department of Pallcy
and Management
Studies, TER!I Schoal
of Advanced Studies,
New Delhi

India’s first step
under Article 6
marks more
than a technical
milestone; it is
an opportunity
10 access
advanced
technologies.
attract
climate-aligned
finance, and
deepen
international

parmerships

while building resilient trade
relationships in a
carbon-constrained world.

The Paris Agreement’s Rule
book sets out the architecture for
A6, ltallowscmmtrksto

cooperate bilaterally or
multitaterally, transferring
emissions reductions while
ensuring rigorous accounting o
avoid double counting. India's
new JCM partnership with Japan is
an early example of how this

can work.

To operationalise both Artice
6.2and 6.4, the Indian
government has already
strategically identified a first set of
13 eligible activities keeping both
developmental and climate goals
in balance. These are high-end,
emerging technologies that can
fundamentally shift the country's
emissions profile and significantly
contribute to the acceleration of
India’s economic growth
trajectory. For the next three
years, credits can be generated in
sectors which hold most attention
for the country In all fronts. These
include renewable energy with
storage; solar thermal power
plants and offshore wind; green
hydrogen and compressed
blo-gas; emerging mobility
solutions like fuel cells; high-end
energy-efficiency technologies;
and sustainable aviation fuel.

The current Indian list of
activities reflects a deliberate and
forward-looking strategy that
aligns with India's long-term goals
of sustainable growth and deep
decarbonisation. As India
continues to depend on coal for
power generation, emerging
solutions such as offshore wind,
large-scale energy storage, and
marine energy can accelerate
diversification of its energy mix.
Green

Intensity across critical sectors. In
hard-to-abate industries such as

technologies complements
national priorities while
strengthening the foundation for a
low-carbon economy.

From intent to action
However, to unlock these
opportunities, India must now
mave from intent to action. Key
policy priorities stand out. First,
strengthen the domestic
framework. India has appointed a
Designated National Authority for
A6, but so far it is yet to detail the
scope of the activities to be
implemented. This necessitates
the articulation of rules governing
the issuance of Letters of
Authorisation, the application of
corresponding adjustments, and
the establishment of a stable legal
and regulatory framework for
carbon trading.

Second, streamline project
clearances. A steering committee
could be created at the Cabinet
level to offer broader guidelines
and regularly take stock, CEEW
research shows that voluntary
carbon projects In India take over
1,600 days to register for
Agriculture, Forestry and Other
Land Use projects, compared to
less than 400 days elsewhere in
Asla, For A6 projects, where land
and multiple stakeholders are

rising. Article 6 provides an ideal
platform to build a domestic
market for activities like Blochar

Fourth, strengthen Soulh-South
collaboration. India can take the
lead in building shared systems,

developing countries.

India’s first step under AG
marks more than a technical
milestone; it ks an opportunity to
access advanced
attract climate-aligned finance,
and deepen international
partnerships.



A. What changed globally (COP29 & Paris Agreement Article 6)
e Carbon markets under Article 6 (A6) became fully operational at COP29
e EN: Article 6 rules now enable smoother climate-finance delivery through carbon markets.
o HI: COP29 & dTq Article 6 & dgd rdd Hidbe Bl “fully operational” HHET T, I8 climate finance
&1 flow/efficiency 9 Tdbdt 2

e Growing momentum in Article 6.2 cooperation

e EN: A6 Implementation Partnership notes 89 cooperation arrangements under Article 6.2
across 58 Parties—showing rapid bilateral/plurilateral growth.

o HI: Article 6.2 &% d&d 58 g2f/Parties # 89 cooperation arrangements—31f4 bilateral/plurilateral
carbon market cooperation dsit & 9@ gt |

e Article 6.4 mechanism adoption = major milestone

e EN: Adoption of the Paris Agreement Crediting Mechanism (Art 6.4) at COP29 marks a shift
beyond the earlier CDM-era approach toward a more rigorous and transparent crediting
framework.

e HI: COP29 H Article 6.4 crediting mechanism &! 3(qqHI—CDM & d1¢ 31f¢fd transparent/rigorous
global crediting framework ! féom A 91 seH 2|



B. India’s key step (India-Japan JCM)
e India entered a “new era"” of carbon markets (Aug 2025)
e EN: India signed the Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM), effectively operationalising Article 6.2
and opening a new chapter in international climate cooperation.
e HI: Aug 2025 # ¥Rd 7 JCM 1 fai—f333 Article 6.2 W7 practical operationalisation 31 31
international climate cooperation @I push fHwT|

e Why this matters
 EN: A6 enables bilateral/multilateral cooperation with rigorous accounting to avoid double

counting.
e HI: A6 | “double counting” A& & fdT strict accounting + rules g, f5ia@ ¥RIAHE carbon credit

transfers I9d g4 &1



C. What Article 6 can do for India (beyond just “carbon money")

e Technology & R&D pathway
* EN: Partnerships can help transfer advanced technology, support research & development,
and strengthen bilateral relations.
« HI: A6 partnership & advanced tech transfer, R&D support, 3iR bilateral relations Asigd & Jdba
gl
e Not limited to finance
e EN: The bigger prize is accelerating low-carbon industrial & technological transformation,
while building resilient trade relationships in a carbon-constrained world.
e HI: 3/t BRI fOW% finance Fgl—dfebs low-carbon industrial/tech transformation 37R carbon-

constrained world ® resilient trade 9411 &1



D. India’s “first set” of focus areas (eligible activities)

 Government identified an initial set of 13 eligible activities (for Art 6.2 & 6.4)

 EN: Designed to balance development + climate goals; credits can be generated in key priority
sectors.

o HI: IRBR 7 13 eligible activities TgaTdi—development 3R climate goals GIHI &T balance 3&d g4I

 Examples mentioned (high-impact sectors/technologies)

e EN: Renewable energy with storage, solar thermal power, offshore wind, green hydrogen,
compressed biogas, mobility solutions like fuel cells, high-end energy efficiency tech, and
sustainable aviation fuel.

o HI: Storage & I1Y renewable, solar thermal, offshore wind, green hydrogen, compressed
biogas, fuel cells, advanced energy efficiency, 3iR sustainable aviation fuel 33 &3 R BB |

e Strategic rationale

e EN: Helps diversify energy mix (incl. offshore wind, large-scale storage, marine energy) and
supports hard-to-abate sectors using CCUS pathways.

e HI: Energy mix diversification (offshore wind, large storage, marine energy) + hard-to-abate

sectors # CCUS 313t pathways & deep decarbonisation|



E. From intent to action (4 policy priorities highlighted)

1. Strengthen domestic framework
 EN: India has a Designated National Authority for A6, but needs clear scope + rules for Letters of
Authorisation, corresponding adjustments, and a stable legal/regulatory carbon-trading
framework.
« HI: DNA (Designated National Authority) @ &, W= Letters of Authorisation, corresponding
adjustments, 37R stable legal/regulatory framework & detailed f7aH @fgu|
2. Streamline project clearances
e EN: A cabinet-level steering committee + guidance; single-window clearance is essential for
multi-stakeholder A6 projects.
» HI: Cabinet-level steering committee + single-window clearance 37%31, &iifds A6 projects & &g
stakeholders/land issues 81d |
e EN (Data point): Voluntary carbon projects in India take >1,600 days to register for AFOLU, vs

<400 days elsewhere in Asia.

e HI: ¥Rd ® AFOLU registration A 1600+ &4, 5Tdfds Asia & o3 8= A 400 &G4 @ wH|
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3. Build & strengthen carbon removals market
e EN: Rising global demand; Article 6 can help build domestic markets for biochar and enhanced

rock weathering, positioning India as a supplier of high-quality removal credits.
e HI: removals &t global demand &¢ &t €: biochar 3R enhanced rock weathering 33t activities &
India high-quality removal credits supplier 9 J&dT 2|
4. Strengthen South-South collaboration

e EN: India can lead shared systems, knowledge networks, and financing models for developing

countries.
« HI: India developing countries & fei@ shared systems, knowledge networks, financing models &

Aqcd B BT &



Term/Topic

Paris Agreement (2015)

Article 6 (overall)

Article 6.2

Article 6.4

Article 6.8

ITMOs

Corresponding Adjustment

Carbon removals

Biochar

Enhanced Rock Weathering

Extra facts (English)

Global climate treaty under UNFCCC; aims to
keep warming well below 2°C and pursue 1.5°C
efforts.

Framework for voluntary international
cooperation: markets + non-market approaches.

Allows bilateral/plurilateral transfer of mitigation
outcomes (often called ITMOs) with accounting to
avoid double counting.

Central UN-supervised crediting mechanism
(often seen as successor-type to CDM), aimed at
high integrity credits.

Promotes non-market approaches (policy
cooperation, finance, tech cooperation without
trading credits).

Al nternationally
d emission reductions transferred across
countries.

Accounting correction to ensure same reduction
I snot c | ailhose&buyerivi c e

Removing COFfrom atmosphere (nature-based or

tech-based); treated differently from avoided
emissions.

Charcoal-like material added to soil; can store
carbon long-term + improve solil properties.

Spreading certain crushed rocks to speed natural
chemical reactions that lock COFR,

Transf

AUNGGS!  Atingi)

UNFCCCKY NBNOK
nalwo-£CT Ous i

$ofeadCsY
_ylaK HBNG GO RIO NeaBidiat + non-
market Nz nzH

bilateral/plurilateral transfer (ITMOs) + double

counting6zK nY Karcduggngi

UN-supervised crediting mechanism; high-
integrity credits K o ceU i

non-market approaches: policy/finance/tech
cooperationUo reedit trading K Y i

ITMOs =NYRzB Kiangei$zny mitigation
outcomes/OYUt | i

N @ UK
claim™n

| ieduc®@n K zhostij gbuyer NznzB
K 63i

r t QBB GOFSY G:magoided emissions § Y ok
concepti

biocharUg 8 & 63 t aadeag 6torage + soil
sURDGI

crushedrocks § Y T 0 Krgamliehs NYL ®OF
Kzlock K 6 'n @ i



Exam Date

Exam (Month/Year)

UPSC CSE Prelims 06/2017

UPSC CSE Prelims 06/2019

State PSC Prelims 2020 (month

varies)
SSC CGL T4gr 08/2019
SSC CHSL 2020
IBPS PO Prelims  10/2020
SBIl/Banking
(Clerical/PO) 2021

RRB NTPC / Railwa) 2021

Type

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Memory-
based

Question (memonrpased / approx) Answer

Paris Agreement is primarily aimed at: (i) limiting temperature r
(i) climate action commitments by countries (iii) periodic
reporting/review. Which is correct?

G/ F Nb2y ONBRAGAE

All (i)Gii) i)

I N’ 3ISy SNI f Carbon markets/ CDM

mechanism(s)? (Kyotera CDM / carbon market trading) linkage

UNFCCC COP decisions are taken under which framework? IE’JaNrIt:igsc):C (Conference of
ayédz2d2 tNRGU20C2t¢é¢ A& NBfl G§SR Climate change/ GHG
commitments. reduction

CDM (Clean Development Mechanism) is linked to which

international agreement? Kyoto Protocol

Paris Agreement was adopted in which year? 2015

1 S N Balance emissions &
removals

G/ FNb2y ySdziN}IftAGe k bSi

removals/offsets.

G!bC/ /1 ¢ KSI RIjdzr NI SNBE «k LJdzNL Climate framework under
framework). UN




A COP29 is significant for Article 6 because:

(a) Article 6 carbon markets were reported as fully operational
(b) Article 6 was removed from Paris Agreement

(c) Carbon markets were banned globally

(d) Only noAamarket approaches were allowed



Bhoomi, a governance success

The project offers lessons for other States rushing to digitise land records

l STATE OF PLAY I

Kumara

or decades, access to
land records was one of
rural India's most per-
sistent  governance failures.
Karnataka's Bhoomi project,
now completing 25 years, off-
ers an instructive counter-
point showing how adminis-
trative reform can reshape the
relationship between gover-
nance and the people,
Until the Jate 1990s, land

:amedbyvillncaccounnms
Farmers seeking a Record of
Rights, Tenancy, and Crops
(RTC) often had to repeatedly
visit revenue offices, navigate
complex procedures, mdtely
on intermediaries. Errors
records were common, and
corrections took months. In
an agrarian State where land
disputes routinely spilt into ci-
vil courts, the costs of admi-
borne disproportionately by
small and marginal farmers.
Launched in 2000, Bhoomi
was a bold departure from this
legacy. Its immediate goal was
simple: computerise land re-
cords and make them accessi-
ble. Its greater ambition was
to replace discretion with
rules, delay with timelines,
and opacity with transparen-
cy. The legal recognition of
computerised RTCs and the
abolition of handwritten re-
cords marked a historic shift.
Over the last 25 years, more
than 39.8 crore RTCs have
been issued, fundamentally

ing nearly 9,000 village ac-
countants, 8,000 revenue
inspectors, and 1,000 compu-
ter operators, The establish-
ment of 204 Bhoomi Kendras
at the taluk level enabled the
digitisation of nearly 2.5 crore
land records covering about
3.5 crore farmers. What fol-
lowed was not merely digitisa-
tion, but a cultural shift within
the administration.

Initially, the Bhoomi pro-
Ject in Xarnataka began as a
modest effort to computerise
only manual RTCs. But today,
it functions as a comprehen-
sive digital ecosystem that in-
tegrates land and revenue ad-
ministration with multiple
welfare services. The integra-
tion of Bhoomi with the Kaveri
registration system changed
the face of land registration in
Karnataka. By linking registra-
tion with land records, the
State sharply reduced fraudu-
lent transactions and eliminat-
ed  middlemen. Mutation,

the introduction of the Mojini
(Survey) software in 2007, For
the first time, land measure-
ment and survey processes
were brought under a digital,
time-bound framework. The
1IE Sketch, apmcomrslm

in land boundaries and area
measurement. The result has
been a visible reduction in

land-related disputes.
Bhoomi's evolution also re-
flects Karnataka's broader ap-
proach 1o governance: using
administrative reform o

strengthen welfare delivery,
Since 2016, crop compensa-
1o farmers’ bank accounts, by-
passing intermediaries. Dur-
ing the 2018 loan waiver pro-
gramme, Bhoomi data
enabled the waiver of loans
for nearly 20 lakh farmers.
The integration with PM-Ki-
san, the Agriculture Depart-
ment's FRUITS platform, and
Aadhaar seeding of over 2.17
crore farmer accounts has im-
proved targeting and reduced
leakages. By ensuring accu-
rate and up-to-date records,
Bhoomi has helped convert
entitlement on paper into be-
nefits on the ground,

Perhaps Bhoomi's most sig-
nificant achievement is not
technological but experien-
tial, Farmers no Jonger have to
travel from village to taluk and
taluk to district offices for rou-
tine services. The scope for
discretionary abuse has nar-
rowed. The relationship bet-
ween citizens and the revenue
administration has become
more predictable. In a State
where land remains emotion-
ally and economically central,
this shift has strengthened
trust in public institutions,

As Karnataka reflects on
Bhoomi at 25, the project off-
ers lessons for other States
rushing to digitise land re-
cords. Technology alone does
not deliver reform, Bhoomi
worked because it was embed-
ded in administrative restruc-
turing, legal change, and con-
tinuous institutional learning,
It shows that digital gover-
nance succeeds when it is in-
cremental, inclusive, and
grounded in local realities.

Dv. Kumara IAS is Depoty
Commissioner, Mandya Diserict






