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Exam Point Detail

Book Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles

Author Ram Nath Kovind

Category Autobiography

Author's major office 14th President of India

Presidency 2017–2022

Released by Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Major launch event New Delhi, 12 August 2026

Publisher Rupa Publications

Length 400 pages

Publication year 2026

Main subject
Kovind's personal journey, public life, struggles and years in India's 
highest constitutional office



Fact Answer

Ram Nath Kovind was 14th President of India

Tenure 25 July 2017 – 25 July 2022

Predecessor Pranab Mukherjee

Successor Droupadi Murmu

Before becoming President Governor of Bihar

Bihar Governor 2015–2017

Constitutional position of President Article 52

Executive power of Union Article 53

Election of President Article 54

Manner of election Article 55

Term Article 56

Qualification Article 58

Oath Article 60

Impeachment Article 61



Priority Book Author Field / Identity Year

🔴 #1 Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles Ram Nath Kovind Former President 2026

🔴 Mother Mary Comes to Me Arundhati Roy Author 2025

🔴 The Outsider: A Memoir for Misfits Vir Das Actor/comedian 2025

🔴 Bring It On: The Incredible Story of My Life Deepa Malik Paralympian 2025

🟠 Playing It My Way Sachin Tendulkar Cricket 2014

🟠 The Race of My Life Milkha Singh Athletics 2013

🟠 Unbreakable Mary Kom Boxing 2013

🟠 The Test of My Life Yuvraj Singh Cricket 2013

🟠 Ace Against Odds Sania Mirza Tennis 2016

🟠 A Shot at History Abhinav Bindra Shooting 2011

🟠 My Country, My Life L. K. Advani Politics 2008

🟠 One Life Is Not Enough K. Natwar Singh Diplomacy/Politics 2014

🟠 Justice for the Judge Ranjan Gogoi Former CJI 2021

🟡 Courage and Conviction V. K. Singh Army/Politics 2013

🟡 Straight from the Heart Kapil Dev Cricket —







Point Details

Train Lucknow–Delhi–Lucknow Tejas Express

Train numbers 82501 / 82502

Operator IRCTC

New branded name “Sprite Tejas Express”

Brand Sprite

Why the name changed Advertisement/branding rights were awarded to Sprite

Branding period 6 months

Railway zone North Eastern Railway (NER)

Significance
Described as India's first train to be named/branded after a 
commercial brand



Announcement
Train to be announced as “Sprite Tejas Express” at 
originating and en-route stations

Route Lucknow ↔ New Delhi

Train type Fully air-conditioned superfast train

Facilities
Food/beverages, infotainment and modern onboard 
facilities

Group booking Entire AC Chair Car coach could be booked

Seats in group-booking coach 78 seats

Suitable for
Corporate meetings, marriages and social/group 
travel



Question Answer

First Tejas Express route Mumbai CSMT – Karmali (Goa)

Introduced 2017

First IRCTC-operated Tejas Lucknow – New Delhi

Started 2019

Lucknow–Delhi train numbers 82501/82502

Operated by IRCTC

IRCTC full form Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation

IRCTC under Ministry of Railways

Commercially branded name in this article Sprite Tejas Express

Branding rights period 6 months

Why historically important
First Indian train reported to be named after a 
commercial brand through train-branding rights









N. Chandrasekaran’s tenure as 
Tata Sons chairman







Indicator FY17 / Feb 2017 FY26 / Aug 2026 Change

Market capitalisation of 
listed Tata entities

₹8.53 lakh crore ₹27.48 lakh crore ~3.2×

Consolidated revenue ₹6.05 lakh crore ₹12.22 lakh crore ~2×

Net profit ₹40,186 crore ₹1,74,930 crore ~4.35×

Dividends paid ₹11,831 crore ₹51,972 crore ~4.4×

Listed companies 28 26 Slight decrease

Total employees 5,25,383 12,35,860 ~2.35×

Tata Sons cash balance ₹2,522 crore ₹866 crore Lower

Tata Sons net debt ₹17,865 crore ₹0 Debt eliminated



Future sector Tata strategy

Semiconductors Major manufacturing investment

Electronics Electronics manufacturing expansion

Electric vehicles Large EV ecosystem investments

Batteries Battery manufacturing

Digital Digital consumer ecosystem

AI Artificial-intelligence partnerships/integration

Retail Expansion through Trent and other businesses

Aviation Air India transformation

New technology Increasing share of capital allocation



Area Assessment from article

Market capitalisation 🟢 Very strong

Revenue growth 🟢 Strong

Profit growth 🟢 Exceptional

Debt management 🟢 Very strong

Traditional businesses 🟢 Strong

Retail 🟢Major success

Hotels 🟢 Strong

Semiconductors 🟡 Huge opportunity but execution risk

Electronics 🟡Major future bet

EV 🟡Major investment / competitive market

Digital commerce 🔴 Challenging

BigBasket 🔴 Large losses

Tata CLiQ 🔴 Loss-making

TCS 🟡 Profitable giant facing AI disruption

Succession 🔴Major unresolved strategic issue



🔥 Number What it represents

₹27.48 lakh crore Tata listed entities' combined market cap — Aug. 11, 2026

₹8.53 lakh crore Comparable market cap — Feb. 2017

₹12.22 lakh crore FY26 consolidated revenue

₹1.75 lakh crore approx. FY26 net profit

₹51,972 crore Dividends paid

12.36 lakh Employees

₹0 Tata Sons net debt shown in article

₹8.5 lakh crore Five-year investment commitment cited

₹1.14 lakh crore Dholera semiconductor fab investment cited

1,749.1% Trent return in article's comparison

1,071.4% Titan return

176% Nifty 50 benchmark return

₹4,974 crore BigBasket FY26 loss cited

₹1,611 crore Tata CLiQ loss cited



Russia began importing gasoline/petrol from 
India



Exam Point Detail

Development
Russia began importing gasoline/petrol 

from India

Why important?
Reported as the first such imports from 

India

Year 2026

Main reason
Russian domestic refinery disruption and fuel 

shortages

Major cause of disruption
Ukrainian attacks on Russian 

energy/refining infrastructure

Indian refinery Vadinar Refinery

Location Gujarat

Operator Nayara Energy

First highlighted cargo ~42,000 tonnes of gasoline

Departure Around 18–20 June 2026

Tanker Agni

Intermediate point Damietta, Egypt

Destination Russia

Broader significance

India imports Russian crude, refines 

petroleum and is now supplying refined fuel 

back toward Russia



Indicator June 2026

India's total crude imports
~5.24 million 

bpd

Russian crude
~2.64 million 

bpd

Approx. Russian share that 
month

~50%

Russia's Apr–Jun quarter share ~41%

Middle East share during 
quarter

~31%



Question Answer

Which country began importing 
gasoline from India for the first time in 
2026?

Russia

Why?
Domestic fuel shortages/refinery 
disruptions

Indian refinery involved in highlighted 
shipment

Vadinar Refinery

State Gujarat

Company Nayara Energy

Approx. cargo 42,000 tonnes

Transit/transfer location mentioned Damietta, Egypt

India's major crude supplier in mid-
2026

Russia

What does India import from Russia? Primarily crude oil

What did Russia import from India? Refined gasoline/petrol



World Elephant Day 2026



Point Fact

World Elephant Day 12 August every year

Species important for India Asian Elephant — Elephas maximus

IUCN status Endangered

India's share of world's wild Asian 
elephants

Nearly/over 60%

Elephant Reserves 33

Elephant corridors 150 identified corridors

Major Indian programme Project Elephant

Project Elephant launched 1992

Nodal Ministry
Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 
Change (MoEFCC)

Main issues
Habitat fragmentation, human-elephant 
conflict, poaching, illegal wildlife trade

Ecological role
Keystone/umbrella species and major seed 
disperser



Objective Meaning

Protect elephants
Conservation of viable wild 
elephant populations

Protect habitat & corridors
Maintain movement between 
fragmented forests

Reduce human-elephant 
conflict

Reduce deaths, crop losses and 
property damage

Captive elephant welfare
Improve management and welfare 
of captive elephants



Elephant Reserve Elephant Corridor

Large conservation 
landscape

Relatively narrow movement 
pathway

Supports elephant 
populations and habitats

Connects larger habitat patches

India has 33 150 identified corridors

Landscape-level 
conservation

Connectivity-level conservation

Can encompass different 
land-use categories

Particularly vulnerable to roads, 
railways, settlements etc.



• 12 August → World Elephant Day → Asian Elephant → Endangered → Project Elephant 
1992 → 33 Elephant Reserves → 150 corridors → India ≈60% of world's wild Asian 
elephants.



Bashar al-Assad sentenced to 
death in Syria



Point Detail

Country Syria

Former President Bashar al-Assad

Decision Death sentence

Date 11 August 2026

Trial status In absentia

Court location Damascus

Brother Maher al-Assad

Other major defendant Atef Najib

Broad offences reported
Premeditated murder, torture/crimes against 
humanity and related offences

Assad's location Russia

Regime collapsed December 2024

Significance
Major step in Syria's post-Assad transitional-justice 
process



Daraa protests (2011)
↓
government crackdown
↓
nationwide uprising
↓
armed conflict
↓
Syrian Civil War
↓
Assad government survives for years with outside support
↓
Assad regime collapses — December 2024
↓
Assad goes to Russia
↓
post-Assad investigations/trials
↓
Death sentence — August 2026



Fact Answer

Country Syria

President 2000–2024

Father Hafez al-Assad

Father's presidency 1971–2000

Political party Ba'ath Party

Capital Damascus

Major uprising began 2011

Important starting location Daraa

Assad government collapsed 8 December 2024

Where Assad subsequently went Russia

Major international supporter during war Russia

Another important supporter Iran







Topic Exam fact

Official name Syrian Arab Republic

Region West Asia / Middle East / Levant

Capital Damascus

Largest major city Aleppo

Sea Mediterranean Sea

Northern neighbour Türkiye

Eastern neighbour Iraq

Southern neighbour Jordan

Western neighbours Lebanon + Mediterranean Sea

Southwestern dispute Golan Heights / Israel

Important river Euphrates

Other important river system Tigris touches/relates to Syria's far northeast

Major resources
Petroleum, phosphates, natural 

resources/minerals

Currency Syrian pound

Official language Arabic

Historically important capital
Damascus is among the world's oldest 

continuously inhabited cities

Present key leader Ahmed al-Sharaa

Former President Bashar al-Assad
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