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In ‘era of reels, avoid shortcuts, read
autobiographies, Modi tells youth

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday urged
young people in the “era of
reels” not to take short-
cuts, and instead read au-
tobiographies of the peo-
ple they admired to get a
unique perspective on his-
torical events.

Speaking at the launch
of former President Ram
Nath Kovind’s autobiogra-
phy, Triumph of the Indian
Republic: My Life, My
Struggles, he said Mr. Ko-
vind’s life showed how de-
termination could help a
person overcome adversity
and rise to the highest con-
stitutional office.

Mr. Modi appealed to
the youth to read autobiog-
raphies as such books of-
fered the opportunity to
understand a particular
period through the life of
someone who had expe-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with former president Ram Nath
Kovind during the launch of latter's autobiography in New Delhi. pTi

rienced it.

“This is the era of reels.
Social media influencers
often pull you in and take
you down certain paths. In
this age of shortcuts, let us
remember a message often
displayed at railway sta-
tions: a shortcut will cut
you short. This is written
because some people have
a habit of jumping onto the

tracks instead of using the
railway bridge. However, if
there is a shortcut you
should take to get ahead in
life, it is to read the auto-
biography of someone you
admire,” Mr. Modi said.

Engaging with Gen Z

His remarks come at a time
when the Centre and the
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) have stepped up ef-
forts to engage with Gen Z
on social media.

He highlighted Mr. Ko-
vind’s continuing public
engagement, saying that
the former President had
not rested after demitting
office, and was working on
the simultaneous election
initiative, which could, Mr.
Modi said, “open a new
chapter in Indian democ-
racy”. “We need many
more young people who
would be like Kovindji in
future - people who are
not defeated by circum-
stances but possess the de-
termination to overcome
every challenge,” he said.

Mr. Kovind recalled
hardships in his childhood
and the values he imbibed
from his surroundings.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, and several
Union Ministers attended
the event.
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Book

Author

Category

Author's major office
Presidency

Released by

Major launch event
Publisher

Length

Publication year

Main subject

Detail

Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles
Ram Nath Kovind
Autobiography

14th President of India
2017-2022

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
New Delhi, 12 August 2026
Rupa Publications

400 pages

2026

Kovind's personal journey, public life, struggles and years in India's
highest constitutional office




Fact

Ram Nath Kovind was
Tenure

Predecessor

Successor

Before becoming President
Bihar Governor
Constitutional position of President
Executive power of Union
Election of President
Manner of election

Term

Qualification

Oath

Impeachment

Answer

14th President of India
25 July 2017 - 25 July 2022
Pranab Mukherjee
Droupadi Murmu
Governor of Bihar
2015-2017

Article 52

Article 53

Article 54

Article 55

Article 56

Article 58

Article 60

Article 61
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Book

Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles

Mother Mary Comes to Me
The Outsider: A Memoir for Misfits
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India’s first branded
train set to run as
‘Sprite’ Tejas Express

S. Vijay Kumar

CHENNAI

India’s first ‘private, brand-
ed’ train, launched by the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) between Lucknow
and Delhi, will run as the
‘Sprite’ Tejas Express.

After IRCTC awarded
advertisement rights
through train branding of
the Lucknow-Delhi-Luck-
now Tejas Express to M/s
Sprite for a period of six
months, the North Eastern
Railway was told that Train
82501/82502 Lucknow-Del-
hi-Lucknow IRCTC Tejas
Express should be an-
nounced as the ‘Sprite’ Te-
jas Express, sources in the
Railways said.

The advertisement
through train branding
was given by way of a Let-
ter of Acceptance. The
private train will be an-
nounced as ‘Sprite’ Tejas
Express at originating and
en route stations on both
sides of the journey, the
sources told The Hindu on

Wednesday. The country’s
first private train was
flagged off by Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on December
3, 2021.

The much publicised
IRCTC’s own fully air-con-
ditioned superfast train is
equipped with modern fa-
cilities. It has an extensive
on-board food/beverage
and infotainment services,
the IRCTC said.

Group booking is al-
lowed in the train where
passengers travelling in
groups to attend corporate
meetings, marriages, So-
cial events, etc., could
book an entire AC Chair
Car coach having 78 seats.

“This is the first time
that a train is being named
after a brand. Though the
Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow
Tejas Express is a private
train, IRCTC pays Indian
Railways hauling charges,
which includes the use of
its infrastructure, such as
tracks, railway stations,
etc.,” a senior Railways offi-
cial said.



Point

Train

Train numbers
Operator

New branded name
Brand

Why the name changed
Branding period

Railway zone

Significance

Details

Lucknow—Delhi—Lucknow Tejas Express

82501 / 82502

IRCTC

“Sprite Tejas Express”

Sprite

Advertisement/branding rights were awarded to Sprite
6 months

North Eastern Railway (NER)

Described as India's first train to be named/branded after a
commercial brand




Train to be announced as “Sprite Tejas Express” at

Announcement . :
originating and en-route stations
Route Lucknow €= New Delhi
Train type Fully air-conditioned superfast train
. Food/beverages, infotainment and modern onboard
Facilities g
facilities
Group booking Entire AC Chair Car coach could be booked
Seats in group-booking coach 78 seats
suitable for Corporate meetings, marriages and social/group

travel



Question

First Tejas Express route
Introduced

First IRCTC-operated Tejas
Started

Lucknow—Delhi train numbers

Operated by
IRCTC full form

IRCTC under
Commercially branded name in this article

Branding rights period

Why historically important

Answer

Mumbai CSMT - Karmali (Goa)
2017

Lucknow — New Delhi

2019

82501/82502

IRCTC

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation

Ministry of Railways
Sprite Tejas Express
6 months

First Indian train reported to be named after a
commercial brand through train-branding rights
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How sustainable is India’s E20 push?

In August, the government told the Lok Sabha that the ethanol blending programme had helped save around 22 lakh crore in foreign exchange., However, Opposition

leaders, inchuding Rahul Gandhi and Arvind Kejriwal, have

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
pposition leaders such as
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind

it harms vehicles and that the government
is forcing it on people, Mr, Kejriwal
alleged that India has "vielded” to
pressure from (LS, President Donald
Trump to buy ethanol from the United
States.

What is the status of production?

The government's target was to produce
10-11 billion lixres of ethanol so that 20% of
petrol used in transport vehicles could
come from ethanol produced in India,
with the money being funnelled into the
Indian economy rather than becoming a
foreign exchange outgo through crude oil
imports. Taking advantiage of the policy
push, India's distillery capacity has
ramped up and is now capable of
producing some 1820 billion lires from
some 500 distilleries. For this ethanol
year, which runs November to October,
the oll jes have contracted to
procure some 10.5 billion litres of ethanol.

Will It spur corn imports from U.S.?
There is no evidence of & surge in ethanol
or maize (com) imports in Ministry of
Commerce statistics, In any case, direct
ethanol import for petroleum blending is
banned, though the U.S. corn lobby has
been pushing for India to increase com
Imports. Government figures for this
ethanol year show that 45% of the ethanol
for petrol blending will come from maize,
FCI rice some 22%, sugircane juice 16%,
B-heavy molasses some 10%, damaged
foodgrains around 4.5% and C-heavy
molasses 1LI%. India's maize output grew
by 45% in three years to 55 million tonnes
In 202526, with more than 20% of it
going into ethanol, says Shankar Lal Jat of
Indian Council of Maize Research, adding
that there is no need to import it

Policy push: A billboard promoting £20 fuel policy at o fuel station in New Delhi. a7

they
nowbdnxdimt:dmd]und The Indian
Sugar Mamufacturers” Association
reported that the closing stock of sugar in
September of 2025 was around 5 million
tonnes, and this year too, the closing
stock Is expected to be 5 million tonnes.
This indicates the diversion to ethanol has
not affected sugar avadlability or stocks.
Yet, in the event of a monsoon Gilure,
crop losses and foodgrain shortages, the
diversion of FCI rice, sugarcane julce and
B-heavy molasses to ethanol production
will come under stress, raising the
passibility of corn imports.

Should we be worried about using
E20 in our vehicles?

If you bought your vehicle after April
2023, you can fill your petrol tank with
E20, shut it and forget it because that's
when the Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real
Driving Emissions) mandate took effect.
Vehiches bulle after this deadline were
factory-engineered for E20 - with
ethanol-resistant elastomers, fluorinated
fuel lines, upgraded pump seals and
recalibrated engine control units. These
roughly 70 million vehicles, about 23% of
India's active petrol fleet, face little cause

for concern.

‘The remaining 7% - nearly 240
milfion legacy twowheelers and cars built
for ES or E10 ~ are the genuine worry,
Ethanol is a polar solvent that degrades
older rubber componds and plastics,
hardening and cracking fuel hoses over
time. It Is also hygroscopic: it absorbs

moisture, and in vehicles left
parked for extended periods, the
ethanol-water mixture separates and
settles, forming an acidic layer that
corrodes tanks, damages fuel pumps and
dogs filters with shadge. Consumer
surveys by LocalCircles found 66% of
pre-2023 owners reporting mileage Josses
cxrccdulO%mdSS%rrmuu

nereased maintenance,

IIT Kanpur's Engine Research
Laboratory maintains that E20 causes no
notable damage, with efficiency loss
under 5% — attributing most complaints
to driving habits and traffic conditions.
But independent mechanics and
dispute this,
citing real-world fuel pump and infector
failures tncednoethanolssohmmd
low-lubricity prope:

ﬂxgmmnnmttokl?aﬂlannmn
August that ane leading mtomobile
miarnsfacturer had serviced 2.84 crore

vehicles in FY 202526, including about 1.5

findings. On mileage, it sald government
and manufacturer studies showed an
efficiency penalty of about 2 to 6% in
some vehicles designed for E10, though
this too was influenced by driving
conditions, habits and maintenance,

A transparent and more phased rollout
such as in Brazil, where the transition to
high levels of ethanol along with
modifications to vehicles happened over
several decades in a stable manner, would
have taken the people into confidence. In
Indla, the 10% milestone was reached in
2022, Within three years, the blending
was ramped up to 20% with very little
information and advisories coming from
manufacturers.

Has ethanol blending helped mitigate
oil supply crisis?

In August, the government said in Lok
Sabha that so far, the ethanol blending
programme has led to saving of around 32
Eskh crare of foreign exchange and
substituting of some 32 million tonnes of
crude ol imports. Substituting 10 billlon
litres of petrol with ethanol would mean
dispensing with a month of crude
Imports.

The government also told Parllament
thar while crude ol prices had gone up
0% during the war in West Asia, petrol
prices at the pump had gone up by only 7
to 8% although under recoveries had also
increased, The OMCs procure ethanol at
around 370 per litre for blending,
compared with a pump price of around
2105 per litre of petrol. The base price of
petrol, which inchudes the cost of
production, transportation and OMC
margins, is typically 55-60% of the petrol
pump price. On the surface, it appears
that ethanol is not less costly than petrol
but the fssue is complex. Ethanol and
petrol follow different costing and tax
regimes, and it would be difficult to make
an independent mference on whether
ﬂhamlhaslu-l[x-d krcpwicrsdmm
the government chaims.

launched campaigns against E20, saying it harms vehicles and that the government is forcing it on people

THE GIST

v

The government’s target was
to produce 10-11 billion tres
of ethanol 5o 20% of patrol
used in transport vehides
could come from ethanol
produced n Indla, with the
money being funselied into the
Indian econony.

-

Viehicies built after this Apeil
2023 were factory-engineered
for E20, with ethancl resistant
astomens, fluonnated fuel
Imes, upgraded pump seals
and recaliorated engne control
units.



How sustainable is India’s E20 push?

In August, the government told Lok Sabha that the ethanol blending programme had helped
save around 2 lakh crore in foreign exchange. However, Opposition leaders have raised concerns
that E20 harms vehicles and the government is forcing it on people.

WHAT IS E20? i S ‘ CONCERNS RAISED
3 = 1 ¢ ! EZO Y 08 s g e o
E20 is petrol blended | ‘ X | 1@’\ ""““"“"" s o Ethanol is a polar solvent that can degrade rubber

compounds and plastics, causing hardening,

with 20% ethanol and cracking and fuel leaks over time.

80% petrol.

May absorb moisture; in vehicles left parked
for long, ethanol-water layer can cause

GOVERNMENT TARGET corrosion and damage.
/ T(,) _prod.uce 10.1 Consumer surveys report 66% pre-2023 owners
‘ ' billion litres of ‘ - reported mileage loss >10%, and 55% reported
ethanol so 20% of GOVERNMENT CLAIMS (BENEFITS) increased maintenance.

petrol used in transport

vehisles satildicome e Saved around %2 lakh crore in foreign exchange

Independent mechanic & automotive communities

@ & & &

from ethanol. in August. N . cite real-world fuel pump and injector failures
e Rfedu.ced oil imports by substituting some crude traced to ethanol’s solvent & low-lubricity
STATUS OF PRODUCTION oil with ethanol. properties.
& oy ¢ Helped mitigate oil supply crisis.
10-11 billion litres of e Supports farmers (sugarcane juice, B-heavy Automobile industry reports efficiency penalty
h ethanol so far. molasses diverted to ethanol). of about 2—-6% in some E10 vehicles.
20% blending target o Cuts carbon emissions and promotes cleaner fuel.
not yet achieved.
OTHER KEY IMPACTS EXAM TIP

Vehicles built after Old vehicles may need . OMCs peoCuIR ethanol at E20 ethanol blending is part of India’s
April 2023 are elastomers, upgraded P o ~X70 per litre; pump price of energy security, import reduction and
designed for E20. fuel lines & recalibrated ' petrol includes production, climate goals, but concerns remain for

engine control units. transportation & OMC margins. older vehicles and long-term impact.

Q IN SHORT: E20 can save forex and reduce imports, support farmers and cut emissions, but needs careful rollout,
vehicle readiness and monitoring to protect consumers and ensure sustainability.




N. Chandrasekaran’s tenure as
Tata Sons chairman



TH.E NUMBER STORY: BIGGER AND BOLDER V

Tata Group listed companies’ financial performance

Market capitalisation =~ WS FY17 SN FY26

ofalllistedentities  consolidatedrevenues ~ Net profit  Dividends paid out
combined (% lakh crore) (fcrore) (fcrore)

lakh
o oo B 605 B 40,186 11,831
B 222 1,74,930 51,972

27.48
i No.oflisted companies  Total employee strength Tata Sons
BEEMNENNGE 525383 °a|5"
balances
ENTNENEE 12 35,860 W
, 2,522
| Tata Sons net debt (Tcrore)
©17865 ® 0 866

Feb 28,2017

-

-




Value creators and value laggards % return*

TataMotorsPV  Trent

26.4 [ D 1,749

Titan Company

TCS
97.9 I D 1,071.4

TataComm  Tatalnv.Corpn.

1373 N | 1,060.1

TataChemicals TataConsumer

174.0 B | 698.1 | Nift-y50

Voltas IndianHotels Co Indsx

2450 M ER

*Between February 28, 2017 and August 11, 2026; Companies with market cap of

10,000 crore and above considered Source: Capitaline

S ~acmmemai 'M




Indicator

Market capitalisation of
listed Tata entities

Consolidated revenue
Net profit

Dividends paid

Listed companies
Total employees

Tata Sons cash balance

Tata Sons net debt

FY17 / Feb 2017
X8.53 lakh crore

%6.05 lakh crore
40,186 crore
X11,831 crore

28

5,25,383
2,522 crore
X17,865 crore

FY26 / Aug 2026
X27.48 lakh crore

X12.22 lakh crore
X1,74,930 crore
X51,972 crore

26

12,35,860

X866 crore

X0

Change
~3.2x

~Yx
~4.35x%

~4.4x%

Slight decrease
~2.35x%

Lower

Debt eliminated



Future sector
Semiconductors
Electronics
Electric vehicles
Batteries

Digital

Al

Retail

Aviation

New technology

Tata strategy

Major manufacturing investment

Electronics manufacturing expansion

Large EV ecosystem investments

Battery manufacturing

Digital consumer ecosystem
Artificial-intelligence partnerships/integration
Expansion through Trent and other businesses
Air India transformation

Increasing share of capital allocation



Area Assessment from article

Market capitalisation @) Very strong

Revenue growth @) Strong

Profit growth ?2) Exceptional

Debt management @ Very strong

Traditional businesses @) Strong

Retail ?) Major success

Hotels @) Strong

Semiconductors €) Huge opportunity but execution risk
Electronics @) Major future bet

EV @ Major investment / competitive market
Digital commerce  Challenging

BigBasket  Large losses

Tata CLIQ @ Loss-making

TCS Q) Profitable giant facing Al disruption

Succession @ Major unresolved strategic issue



@ Number
X27.48 lakh crore
X8.53 lakh crore
X12.22 lakh crore
X1.75 lakh crore approx.
X51,972 crore
12.36 lakh

%0

X8.5 lakh crore
X1.14 lakh crore
1,749.1%
1,071.4%

176%

X4,974 crore
X1,611 crore

What it represents

Tata listed entities' combined market cap — Aug. 11, 2026

Comparable market cap — Feb. 2017
FY26 consolidated revenue

FY26 net profit

Dividends paid

Employees

Tata Sons net debt shown in article
Five-year investment commitment cited
Dholera semiconductor fab investment cited
Trent return in article's comparison
Titan return

Nifty 50 benchmark return

BigBasket FY26 loss cited

Tata CLiQ loss cited



Russia began importing gasoline/petrol from
ndia




Exam Point

Development

Why important?
Year

Main reason

Major cause of disruption

Indian refinery
Location

Operator

First highlighted cargo
Departure

Tanker

Intermediate point

Destination

Broader significance

Detall

Russia began importing gasoline/petrol
from India

Reported as the first such imports from
India

2026

Russian domestic refinery disruption and fuel
shortages

Ukrainian attacks on Russian
energy/refining infrastructure

Vadinar Refinery

Gujarat

Nayara Energy

~42,000 tonnes of gasoline
Around 18-20 June 2026
Agni

Damietta, Egypt

Russia

India imports Russian crude, refines
petroleum and is now supplying refined fuel
back toward Russia



Indicator

India's total crude imports

Russian crude

Approx. Russian share that
month

Russia's Apr—Jun quarter share

Middle East share during
quarter

June 2026

~5.24 million
bpd

~2.64 million
bpd

~50%

~41%

~31%



Question

Which country began importing
gasoline from India for the first time in
20267

Why?

Indian refinery involved in highlighted
shipment

State

Company

Approx. cargo

Transit/transfer location mentioned
India's major crude supplier in mid-
2026

What does India import from Russia?

What did Russia import from India?

Answer

Russia

Domestic fuel shortages/refinery
disruptions

Vadinar Refinery

Gujarat

Nayara Energy
42,000 tonnes
Damietta, Egypt

Russia

Primarily crude oil

Refined gasoline/petrol



World Elephant Day 2026



Point

World Elephant Day
Species important for India
IUCN status

India's share of world's wild Asian
elephants

Elephant Reserves
Elephant corridors
Major Indian programme

Project Elephant launched

Nodal Ministry

Main issues

Ecological role

Fact
12 August every year
Asian Elephant — Elephas maximus

Endangered
Nearly/over 60%

33

150 identified corridors
Project Elephant

1992

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change (MoEFCC)

Habitat fragmentation, human-elephant
conflict, poaching, illegal wildlife trade

Keystone/umbrella species and major seed
disperser



Objective

Protect elephants

Protect habitat & corridors

Reduce human-elephant
conflict

Captive elephant welfare

Meaning

Conservation of viable wild
elephant populations

Maintain movement between
fragmented forests

Reduce deaths, crop losses and
property damage

Improve management and welfare
of captive elephants



Elephant Reserve

Large conservation
landscape

Supports elephant
populations and habitats

India has 33
Landscape-level

conservation

Can encompass different
land-use categories

Elephant Corridor

Relatively narrow movement
pathway

Connects larger habitat patches
150 identified corridors

Connectivity-level conservation

Particularly vulnerable to roads,
railways, settlements etc.



* 12 August - World Elephant Day - Asian Elephant - Endangered - Project Elephant
1992 - 33 Elephant Reserves = 150 corridors - India =60% of world's wild Asian
elephants.



Bashar al-Assad sentenced to
death in Syria



Point

Country

Former President
Decision

Date

Trial status

Court location
Brother

Other major defendant
Broad offences reported

Assad's location

Regime collapsed

Significance

Detail

Syria

Bashar al-Assad
Death sentence
11 August 2026
In absentia
Damascus
Maher al-Assad
Atef Najib

Premeditated murder, torture/crimes against
humanity and related offences

Russia
December 2024

Major step in Syria's post-Assad transitional-justice
process



Daraa protests (2011)
N

government crackdown

N
nationwide uprising
N

armed conflict

N
Syrian Civil War

NG

Assad government survives for years with outside support

NG

Assad regime collapses — December 2024

NG

Assad goes to Russia

NG

post-Assad investigations/trials

N2
Death sentence — August 2026



Fact

Country

President

Father

Father's presidency

Political party

Capital

Major uprising began

Important starting location
Assad government collapsed
Where Assad subsequently went
Major international supporter during war

Another important supporter

Answer

Syria
2000-2024
Hafez al-Assad
1971-2000
Ba'ath Party
Damascus
2011

Daraa

8 December 2024
Russia

Russia

Iran



TURKEY

LEBANON SYRIA
MEDITERRANEAN SEA R CUS RAD N
ISRAEL,
“JORDAN
EGYPT o
ARABIA

© Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.




MIDDLE EAST

Who controls what in Syria?

Syrian and Russian jets have intensified air attacks in Idlib city and positions in
Aleppo as the government of President Bashar al-Assad tries to slow the advance
of opposition fighters who launched a surprise offensive last week.

| Qamishli |
TURKIYE

M a‘n'bij’g Tal Abyad

0 {

Ras al-Ain| %

-~

Aleppo

Deir Az Zor |

Syrian government forces
LEBANON . il

Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF)

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and
allies (prior to November 27)

= Hayat Tahrir al-Sham and allies
(captured since November 27)

i} Turkish and Turkish-aligned
Syrian rebel forces

B Other rebel forces
W siLisis)

. Israeli-occupied

JORDAN Golan Heights

100km @
Q16 £ Mapbox, ® OpenStreetMap X

Source: Syria LiveUamap | December3,2024 | 06:30 GMT @AJLabs




Topic

Official name
Region

Capital

Largest major city
Sea

Northern neighbour
Eastern neighbour
Southern neighbour
Western neighbours
Southwestern dispute
Important river

Other important river system
Major resources

Currency

Official language
Historically important capital

Present key leader

Former President

Exam fact

Syrian Arab Republic

West Asia / Middle East / Levant
Damascus

Aleppo

Mediterranean Sea

Tiarkiye

Iraq

Jordan

Lebanon + Mediterranean Sea
Golan Heights / Israel

Euphrates

Tigris touches/relates to Syria's far northeast

Petroleum, phosphates, natural
resources/minerals

Syrian pound
Arabic

Damascus is among the world's oldest

continuously inhabited cities
Ahmed al-Sharaa

Bashar al-Assad



1516-1918 Syria under Ottoman Empire

1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement between Britain & France

shapes post-Ottoman spheres

1920 Syria comes under French Mandate

1946 French troops leave; modern Syria achieves full
independence

1948 Syria participates in first Arab-Israeli War

1958 Syria + Egypt form United Arab Republic (UAR)

1961 Syria leaves UAR

1963 Ba'ath Party comes to power

1967 Israel captures Golan Heights during Six-Day War

1970 Hafez al-Assad seizes power through the Corrective

Movement



1971

1973

1974

1982

2000

201

2014

2015

2019

8 Dec 2024

2025 onward

2026

Hafez formally becomes President

Syria and Egypt fight Israel in Yom Kippur/October
War

Israel-Syria disengagement agreement; UNDOF
established

Hama uprising crushed by Assad government

Hafez dies; Bashar al-Assad becomes President

Arab Spring protests = Syrian uprising/civil war

ISIS controls significant territory in Syria/lraq

Russia intervenes militarily supporting Assad

ISIS loses its last major territorial enclave in Syria

Assad government collapses; Bashar flees to
Russia

Post-Assad transitional government consolidates
authority

Transitional justice/prosecutions of Assad-era

figures become major current-affairs issue
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Word of the day

Flagrant:
conspicuously and outrageously bad or
reprehensible

Synonyms: egregious, glaring, gross

Usa 8. The referee ignored a flagrant foul
during the match.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/flagrant

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fler.gsent/
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