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Air India jet crashed after fuel cut-off: report
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Air India jet crashed after fuel cut-off: report

AAIB report says fuel switches shifted to ‘cut-off’
three seconds after aircraft became airborne

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI
he fuel control
switches of the Air
India flight that

crashed in Ahmedabad last

month shifted or “transi-
tioned” to the cut-off posi-
tion three seconds after the
aircraft became airborne,
says the preliminary inves-
tigation report on the acci-
dent. Later, there was a
loss of engine thrust and
both engines shut down,
precipitating the crash of
the Boeing 787-8 aircraft
which killed at least 260
people, including 19 on the
ground, it said.

The fuel cut-off switches
of both the engines “transi-
tioned from RUN to CU-
TOFF position one after
another with a time gap of
01 sec”, said the report
submitted by the Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bu-
reau late on Friday night.
This switch movement oc-

One pilot asked the other why did he cut off fuel.
The other pilot responded that he did not do so

Rise & fall

Timeline of the Al-171 crash
in Ahmedabad on June

12, as per the preliminary
report released by the AAIB

The U.S. Federal

Aviation Administration
Issued Special
Airworthiness Information
Bulletin (SAIB) in 2018,
regarding the potential
disengagement of
the fuel control
switch locking
feature

2 The suggested
checks were
not carried out by
Air India as the SAIB
was advisory and not
mandatory

curred at 1.38.42 p.m., ex-
actly three seconds after
the plane achieved lift-off.

Pilot discussion

The report does not men-
tion whether the move-
ment of switches was inad-
vertent or deliberate.

1.38.39 p.m, : Aircraft

interval of 1 second

® One of the pilots heard asking the

180 knots

maximum recorded
speed of the
aircraft during
the crash

lifts off from Runway 23 other why did he cut off [the fuel position ~
supply]. The other pilot responded e s

1.38.42 p.m, : Fuel that he did not do 5o 1:39:05 p.m.: y

cut-off switches for both Mayday call issued

engines transitioned from | 1.38.52 p.m, -1:38:54 p.m. : Both from the cockpit s

RUN ta CUTOFF withinan | fuel cutoff switches moved back to before radio pe

their original RUN

silence. ATC notices
aircraft crashing

1.39.11p.m:
| Black box stops #
| recording

Fuel switches regulate the flow of fuel into an aircraft's engines, They are generally guarded

However, it notes that, at
the time the switches
“transitioned” from “run”
to “cut-off” position, the
cockpit voice recording
showed that “one of the pi-
lots is heard asking the oth-
er why did he cut-off. The
other pilot responded that

pilot. The switches have to be first pulled up before changing their position

he did not do so.”

The report does not
mention whether the first
officer or the pilot-in-com-
mand posed the question;
nor does it include the full
transcript of the conversa-
tion between the pilots
captured in the cockpit

with brackets to prevent accidental movements and there is a procedure in place for its usage, says veteran

voice recording.

“Until the investigation
explains how a supposedly
locked fuel switch could
have moved to CUTOFF
and provides a detailed se-
quence of failure messages
and aircraft response, the
full truth remains elusive,”

says Amit Singh, an avia-
tion safety expert and
founder of the Safety Mat-
ters NGO. Thirty seconds
later, one of the pilots
transmitted “MAYDAY
MAYDAY MAYDAY” — the
distress signal used to indi-
cate a life-threatening
emergency. The air traffic
control officer enquired
about the call sign to iden-
tify the flight, but did not
get any response. Seconds
later, however, he ob-
served the aircraft crashing
outside the airport boun-

dary at 13.39 p.m.

U.S. advisory

U.S. aviation regulator Fed-
eral Aviation Administra-
tion had issued an advisory
on December 17, 2018, re-
garding the potential dis-
engagement of the fuel
control switch locking fea-
ture for the Boeing 787-8.
However, the report says
that Air India did not carry
out the suggested inspec-

AAIB report does not recommend any actions for
either Boeing 787-8 aircraft or GE GEnx-1B engine

tions as the FAA bulletin
was only an advisory and
did not mandate action.

Having scrutinised the
maintenance records, the
AAIB found that no defects
in the fuel control switch of
this aircraft had been re-
ported after 2023, when
the throttle control mo-
dule of the cockpit control
panel was last replaced on

Subsequently, after a
gap of 10 to 12 seconds, the
switches moved back to
their original “run” posi-
tion at 1.38.52 and 1.38.54
seconds. After the fuel sup-
ply was switched back on,
one of the engines pro-
gressed to recovery and
stopped decelerating, but
deceleration on the second
engine was not arrested.
The black box stopped re-
cording data 17 seconds la-
ter at 1.39.11 p.m.

MORE REPORTS ON
» PAGE 4



Delhi Iands in Ahmedabad as Al 423

1:18:38pm | Aircraft pushes back |

from Ahmedabad to take off
for London as Al 171

1:26:08pm | Aircraft begins taxiing A

1:37:37pm | Starts take off roll
1:38:39pm | Aircraft lifts off

1:38:42pm | Max speed
achieved. Fuel switches transition
from ‘run’ to ‘cutoff'

1:38:47pm | Both engines’ core
parameters fall below minimum
idle speed. RAT begins hydraulic
power supply

1:38:52pm | Engine 1 fuel cut off,
switch goes back to run

1:38:56pm | Engine 2 fuel cut off,
switch goes back to run

1:39:05pm | Pilots issue MAYDAY
call. ATC replies, gets no response
from them as plane crashes

1:39:11pm | Flight data stops
recording at this point

' Wreckage of the Air India plane that crashed on June 12 at
' Ahmedabad airport seconds after takeoff. (Below) Fuel control switch
. on a Boeing-787 aircraft (not of the flight that crashed)

Downloaded flight
data contained around
49 hrs of data for6

f Recovered audio was

2 hrs long and captured
the event. Report finds
weather conditions

Flight take-off wenght
wuthln limits & fuel

In cockpit voice recording, one of the pilots is heard
asking the other why did he cut off (fuel to engine).

R ENES gy VLRI ONERE  The other pilot responded that he did not do so

FULL COVERAGE | P 10

—Preliminary AAIB report



. Fuel Switch Malfunction:

* At 1:38:42 p.m., three seconds after take-off, the fuel cutoff switches of both engines moved
from RUN to CUT-OFF.

« This caused both engines to shut down.

* At 1:38:52 and 1:38:54, the switches were moved back to RUN.

. Pilot Confusion:

» Cockpit voice recording reveals one pilot asked the other why he cut off fuel.
» The other denied doing so.

» No conclusion on whether it was inadvertent or deliberate.

. No Maintenance Defect Found:

« AAIB found no defect in the fuel control switch or cockpit module after 2023.
» Lastreplacement was post-2023.
. Safety Advisory Ignored:

» FAA had issued a Safety Bulletin (SAIB) in 2018 warning about possible disengagement of fuel

switch locking mechanism.

» India did not implement the checks as SAIB was only advisory, not mandatory.



Report points to human intervention as cause of crash; statements ‘vague’

The preliminary report on
the tragic fatal crash of Air
India’s London flight (flight
no. Al 171) soon after taking
off from Ahmedabad on
June 12 was submitted late
on Friday night.

Did the Aircraft Acci-
dent Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) release it voluntari-
ly or under intense Inter-
national pressure? The sto-
ries in Air Current and the
Wall Street Journal about
fuel switches and the
threatened walkout by U.S.
National Transportation
Safety Board and maybe by
the AAIB of the UK. from
the investigation seem to
have accelerated the re-
lease.

The report has given de-
tails, but there are several

issues that are not covered.
For the past one month,
the electronic media had
been full of YouTube narra-
tives painting the Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner, the type
of the aircraft that crashed,
with a black brush. But the
aircraft is safe, and several
other factors could have
caused the crash.

When authorities ap-
pointed a Director-General
of Police in the inquiry
committee and threw in a
sabotage angle, it harked
back to several cases of pi-
lot suicide events. The pre-
liminary report, with sev-
eral shortcomings, does
give an indication in that
direction.

Page 14 of the report,
which has an image from
the CCTV footage of Al 171
taking off and an inset,

shows that the RAM air tur-
bine was deployed. This
image was available to the
authorities even on the day
of the accident, The digital
flight data recorded
(DFDR) is not required to
identify its deployment.
Thirty days of misinforma-
tion since the accident
have increased anxiety
among passengers and
stress levels of operating

crew on Dreamliners
worldwide.
Clarity needed

The report contains sever-
al vague statements. On
Page 13, it is clearly men-
tioned that the captain was
the pilot monitoring and
the first officer was the pi-
lot flying. The pilot flying
handles the controls dur-
ing take-off, and both his

A file photo of the wreckage of the crashed Air India aircraft lying on

the Ahmedabad airport premises, VIJAY SONEJI

hands will be on the con-
trol column during take-off
and climb, until autopilot
is engaged. The only pilot
whose hands are free is the
pilot monitoring — in this
case, the captain. The re-
port attempts to give an im-
pression that either of

them could have manipu-
lated the fuel switches. On-
ly the captain could have
moved the fuel selector to
cut-off position and not the
first officer.

The report says, “In the
cockpit voice recording,
one of the pilots is heard

asking the other why did
he cut off the fuel. The oth-
er pilot responded that he
did not do so!™ This is such
an amateurish attempt to
hide the fact. It is mandato-
ry for all pilots to wear
their headphones during
take-off or landing. The
cockpit voice recorder will
record any transmission
from the captain’s mike as
CAM 1 and the copilot's as
CAM 2. The investigator
can identify, positively,
who said what. Here again,
a very poor attempt to div-
ert from facts is seen.

Page 11 of the report
gives another clear indica-
tion of wrong information
being mentioned. In Item
7, the details about the cap-
tain mentions he is an air-
line transport pilots li-
cence holder. His licence

number is not mentioned.
The date of issue of the li-
cence is May 14, 2021. His
flying experience on Boe-
ing 787s is given as
8,596.43 hours and as pi-
lot-in-command on this
type of aircraft is 8,260.43
hours.

To fly any large aircraft,
the airline transport li-
cence is mandatory. The
captain’s licence was is-
sued on May 14, 2021, and
the crash was on June 12,
2025. By the Civil Aviation
Requirements on flight and
duty time limitations of the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, a pilot can fly a
maximum of 1,000 hours a
year. The report indicates
the captain has flown more
than 8,200 hours in four
years and 21 days. Can one
believe any of the figures

given in the report as auth-
entic? On the day of the
crash, the DGCA had given
the experience level of the
captain as 8,200 hours and
the first office as 1,100
hours. This report gives
the captain’s total hours as
15,638 hours and the first
officer’s as 3,403 hours.
The report, as in all air ac-
cidents over the years, do
not conform to Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organ-
ization Annex 13 Stan-
dards, and India’s aviation
sector is thus proving to be
an embarrassment to the
safety world.

Captain A. (Mohan)
Ranganathan is a former
airline instructor pilot and
aviation safety adviser. He
is also a former member of
the Civil Aviation Safety Ad-
visory Council, India




1. Report Released Amid Pressure:
* The release of the report possibly influenced by pressure from:
 US NTSB (National Transportation Safety Board)
« UK AAIB
» Maedia coverage (Air Current, Wall Street Journal)
2. Fuel Switch Manipulation — Captain's Role Highlighted:
» Page 13: Captain was the pilot monitoring, First Officer was pilot flying.

» Only monitoring pilot's hands are free during take-off—i.e., the Captain could have accessed

fuel switches.
3. Voice Recorder Evidence:
» Recording includes a question from one pilot to the other: "Why did you cut off the fuel?”

» Such a basic question exchange without follow-up or identification is termed amateurish by the

expert.



5. Licensing Irregularities:

 The Captain's licence was issued on May 14, 2021, and he allegedly flew 8,200+ hours |
years 21 days.

» This exceeds the annual cap (1,000 hours/year) as per DGCA norms.

» Possible data inconsistency or violation of flight duty time limitations.
6. Violation of ICAO Standards:

» The report fails to conform to ICAO Annex 13 accident standards.

» Suggests a pattern of opacity in India’s civil aviation investigations.
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8-year—old Namibian cheetah dies
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‘Enrolment nearly done in third phase
trials for India’s first dengue vaccine
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‘Enrolment nearly done in third phase
trials for India’s first dengue vaccine’

NEW DELHI

Following an announce-
ment by the Indian Council
of Medical Research
(ICMR) and Panacea Biotec
Ltd. to initiate third phase
trials, about 8,000 of the
targeted 10,000 partici-
pants have enrolled in the
third phase of clinical trials
for a dengue vaccine in In-
dia, Manoj Murhekar, Di-
rector, National Institute of
Epidemiology, ICMR,
Chennai, told The Hindu.
The trial will be rolled

out at 20 centres across the
country, Dr. Murhekar
said.

“In India, all four sero-
types of the dengue virus
are known to circulate or
co-circulate in many re-
gions, so it's vital to ensure
that we have an effective
vaccine that achieves good
efficacy for all four sero-
types,” he added.

The trial is primarily
funded by ICMR, with par-
tial support from Panacea
Biotec. Participants will be
followed up for two years
under projects spread
across various centres, in-
cluding Chennai, Pune,
Hyderabad, and Delhi.

High hopes: The tetravalent dengue vaccine strain has shown
promising results in preclinical and clinical trials. FiLE PHOTO

There is currently no an-
tiviral treatment or li-
censed vaccine for dengue
in India.

Landmark trial
“This landmark trial will
evaluate the efficacy of In-
dia’s indigenous tetrava-
lent dengue vaccine, Den-
giAll, developed by
Panacea Biotec. The first
participant in this trial was
vaccinated last year at Pan-
dit Bhagwat Dayal Sharma
Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences, Rohtak,”
a release issued by the Un-
ion Health Ministry said.
The tetravalent dengue
vaccine strain (TVOO03/

TV0O05) originally deve-
loped by the National Insti-
tutes of Health, the U.S.,
has shown promising re-
sults in preclinical and clin-
ical trials worldwide.

Panacea Biotec, one of
three Indian companies to
receive the strain, is at the
most advanced stage of de-
veloping a vaccine.

The company has
worked extensively on
these strains to develop a
full-fledged vaccine formu-
lation and holds a process
patent for this work. The
first and second phases of
the clinical trials of Indian
vaccine formulations were
completed in 2018-19,

yielding promising results.

Dengue is a major pu-
blic health concern in In-
dia, which ranks among
the top 30 countries with
the highest incidence of
the disease. The global in-
cidence of dengue has
been steadily increasing
over the past two decades,
with more than 129 coun-
tries reporting dengue vi-
ral disease by the end of
2023, according to the
World Health Organization
(WHO).

In India, approximately
75-80% of infections are
asymptomatic, yet these
individuals can still trans-
mit the infection through
the bite of Aedes mosqui-
toes. Among the 20-25% of
cases where symptoms are
clinically apparent, chil-
dren are at a significantly
higher risk of hospitalisa-
tion and mortality. In
adults, the disease can es-
calate into severe condi-
tions, including the den-
gue hemorrhagic fever and
dengue shock syndrome.

The dengue virus has
four serotypes, 1-4, with
low cross-protection
against each other, which
means people can expe-
rience repeated infections.




The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and Panacea Biotec Ltd. are conducting the third

phase of clinical trials for India’s first indigenous dengue vaccine.
About 8,000 of the targeted 10,000 participants have been enrolled so far.

The trial is being held at 20 centres across India: including Chennai, Pune, Hyderabad, and Delhi.

# Scientific Details:

The vaccine being tested is a tetravalent vaccine called DengiAll, targeting all four dengue virus
serotypes (DEN-1to DEN-4).

Vaccine strain: TVO03/TV005, originally developed by the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH).

Previous trial phases (Phase | & II): completed in 2018-19, showing promising results in pre-clinical

and clinical trials.



12l Importance of the Vaccine:
» India has no licensed antiviral or dengue vaccine currently.
e Four dengue virus serotypes co-circulate across India.
» The vaccine is important to ensure broad protection and prevent severe forms like:
« Dengue hemorrhagic fever

« Dengue shock syndrome

@ Dengue - Global & Indian Context:
» India ranks among the top 30 countries with the highest dengue incidence.
« WHO (2023): Over 129 countries reported dengue outbreaks.
* InIndia:
« 75-80% of infections are asymptomatic (but still contagious).
« 20-25% have clinical symptoms, with children at higher risk.

» Severe cases can lead to hospitalization and complications.



» Estimated glabal
infections:
390 million per year

» Clinically detected:
100 million per year

» Global deaths:

Around 25,000 annualty
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Mostly transmitted
through bites of the
female Aedes aegypti
mosquito
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The virus

= Severe flu like
Hiness that
affects infants,
yvoung children
and adulrs

Four distinct
but related viruses
cause dengue
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= Early detection
and accoss to
medical care
can lower fatality
raotes

Recovery from one
gives lifelong immunity
to that particular strain

LA

o
A second infection
by one of the different
strains can lead to
dengue haemorrha lc
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Dengue in India & World Year-wise cases in State
EACH YEAR, CLOSE TO 50 MILLION DENGUE 2014 704

INFECTIONS GET REPORTED GLOBALLY 2015 [N 1,831
© Out of these, 70% of dengue © Thefirst dené]uelc:se 2016 4,037
G The study was reported in India
casesare fromAsna _____________ indicates there way back in 1946 2017-333
© India contributes anywhere a:;-' 33 million perrys that therewas 2018 4,592
between 34% and 40% of it no major outbreak for

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Till Aug first week) e

© A University of Oxford study says that Indiahas © First major epidemic
maximum number of dengue cases inworld occurred in Kolkata in 1963

PRECAUTIONS & PREVENTIVE METHODS

© Keep home, environment | © Use mosquito repellents, medicated

andsuroundingsclean | screens, colsandsprays o
© Remove stagnant water | © Observedry | © Keep drainswell ~ ©“Avoid seff-medication and consult
from containers, dumped |  dayoncea § maintained and a General Practitioner if high fever

tyres, air-coolers etc. C week i repair chokes : persists for more than 48 hours




> 0 of world population
live in areas with the risk
* O of dengue transmission
4 4]
>

HOW TO PREVENT DENGUE!

* .\ Spray Avoid ™ Wear
Prevent bleaching mosquito clothes
water - powder on bites that
stagnation. stagnant cover
water bodies you fully

" TESTS TO DIAGNOSE DENGUE!
-

HOW TO MANAGE DENGUE

® Initial 3-4 days
@ Later - Dengue Serology Test

- Dengue NS1 Antigen

Have plenty of fluidz to
maintain hydration

Take lots of rest and
limit physical activity.

~
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Have plenty of fresh

Take your medication
fruits & vegetables

on time,aviod analgesic/
painkiller

Conszult your physician

Do not panic.
before taking any mdicine

DENGUE

A viral infection spread'by
Aedes aegypti mosquito

1800

cases were reported
in Dethi alone last year

DANGER SIGNS
OF DENGUE!

If the sympt

go to a doctor ASAP!

s v

IDEAL
PLATELET
COUNT

1.5 LAKHS-4.5 LAKHS

per microlitre of blood.

syxeq

SUNe 5

In Dengue fever

platelet count falls below
100,000/ML OF BLOOD.
W the pltelet count shows a declining trend and
other symptorms bke - rashes, bleeding tendencies,
breathlessness etc. - your doctor may advise
hospitalization.

If count is less than
20,000/ML,

you must go to the hospital

ONINIVMN
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Foreigners found on Bihar voter rolls, says EC

Poll body says large number of people from Nepal,
war found during verification
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Another Nipah death in Palakkad
leads to alert in six Kerala districts
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Ex-BJP member among 3 shot
dead in Bihar over two days
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Foreigners found on Bihar voter rolls, says EC

Names of such people will not be included in the
final list to be published on September 30, it says

I Poll body says large number of people from Nepal,
Bangladesh, Myanmar found during verification

ree Chakr:

Amit Bhelari
NEW DELHI/PATNA

he Election Com-
I I Imission on Sunday
said that a large

number of people from Ne-
pal, Bangladesh and Myan-
mar were found during
house-to-house  verifica-
tion of electoral rolls as
part of the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) process
in Bihar. The names of
such people will not be in-
cluded in the final voter list
to be published on Septem-
ber 30, it added.

The SIR began on june
25 and the last date for sub-
mitting enumeration forms
given by booth-level offic-
ers (BLOs) to voters is July
25, following which a draft
list will be brought out on
August 1. The EC said a
proper enquiry will be con-
ducted after the draft list is

released. The poll body’s
move is significant in view
of the Assembly polls sche-
duled next year in West
Bengal, Assam, Kerala, Pu-
ducherry, and Tamil Nadu,
and comes as various
States are cracking down
on illegal immigrants from
countries including Ban-
gladesh and Myanmar.

Earlier, leaders of the In-
dian National Develop-
mental, Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA) had jointly at-
tacked the EC, alleging
contradictions and demo-
cratic concerns in the data
presented by the poll body
on Saturday related to the
SIR process. The leaders,
including Tejashwi Yadav
of the Rashtriya Janata Dal,
said that such shortcom-
ings call into question “pu-
blic trust” in the process.
He alleged that fake data
were being uploaded on
EC sites.

”

Enumeration activities going on at Nawada for the special intensive revision in Bihar on Sunday. ani

Listing out the alleged
shortcomings, Mr. Yadav
said the EC had claimed
that 80.11% of voters had
submitted the enumera-
tion forms, but it had not
announced how many of
these forms were filled in a

verified, voluntary and va-
lid manner.

Mr. Yadav also rejected
the EC’s claim that a large
number of people from Ne-
pal, Bangladesh and Myan-
mar were found during SIR
process.

Replying to the question
on the EC’s claim, Mr. Ya-
dav said the poll body is
planting news through
sources so that it can play
its game behind the
scenes. “These are the
same sources that claimed

we had captured Islama-
bad, Lahore, and Karachi
during Operation Sindoor,”
he said.

Bihar BJP spokesperson
Niraj Kumar took a dig at
Mr. Yadav. “Calling the
Election = Commission’s
source ‘urine’, is the real
face of the RJD. Tejashwi’s
filthy language reflects his
frustration over defeat, as
the people of Bihar have
rejected his negative polit-
ics. By questioning the EC’s
impartiality, does Tejashwi
want to push Bihar back in-
to the fire of jungle raj?”

Fake signatures

On the question of data by
the poll body, Mr. Yadav,
who is also the Leader of
the Opposition in the Bihar
Assembly, said: “It is being
reported continuously that
the forms are being
uploaded by BLOs by using
fake thumb imprints or sig-

INDIA leaders reject claim, express concerns over
data presented by the EC related to the SIR process

natures without the know-
ledge and consent of the
voters. The figures merely
show the uploading [of
forms], while the EC has
not given any guarantee of
authenticity, consent and
validity. The claims of the
EC are completely con-
trary to ground reality.”

Various Opposition par-
ties have questioned the
EC and branded the SIR as
“NRC [National Register of
Citizens] through the back-
door” which will result in
disenfranchisement of
marginalised communi-
ties, minorities who will
not have the said
documents.

Mr. Yadav also pointed
out that the EC had not is-
sued any formal revised
notification despite the Su-
preme Court’s advice to
consider Aadhaar and ra-
tion cards as valid proof for
the SIR process.



» The Election Commission of India (EC), during a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls in
Bihar, reported the presence of foreigners—allegedly from Nepal, Bangladesh, and Myanmar—on

the voter rolls.

» This sparked a political controversy ahead of the 2025 Assembly elections in key states.

€ Key Points from the Article:
1. SIR Timeline & Process:
» Started: June 25
 BLOs submit forms by: July 25
» Draft voter list release: August 1
* Final voter list: September 30

 EC to conduct a probe after August 1.



2. EC's Claim:
» Found "“large number" of foreigners (Nepal, Bangladesh, Myanmar) on the rolls.
» These names will be excluded from final list.
» SIR process involves house-to-house verification by Booth Level Officers (BLOS).
3. Opposition Allegations:
» Tejashwi Yadav (RJD):
» Called the data “fake” and EC's source “unreliable.”
« Alleged EC is acting under political pressure.
* Opposed linking SIR with NRC (“NRC through the backdoor”).
» Cited fake forms uploaded using forged fingerprints or signatures.
4. Concerns Raised:
» EC hasn't verified authenticity or validity of forms.
» Accusations of disenfranchisement of marginalized communities and minorities.

« Lack of Supreme Court-mandated notification to allow Aadhaar and ration cards as voter ID

proof.

N
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India joins military exercise
Talisman Sabre in Australia

India, along with 18 other nations, is participating
in Talisman Sabre 2025, a major bilateral military
drill led by Australia that commenced on Sunday.
Now in its 11th iteration, the Talisman Sabre is the
largest and most sophisticated warfighting
exercise ever conducted in the continent, the
Department of Defence, Australia, said in a
statement. “More than 35,000 military personnel
from Australia and partnering nations will deploy
across Queensland, Northern Territory, Western
Australia, New South Wales and Christmas
Island. Activities will also be conducted outside
Australia in Papua New Guinea,” it added.
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Quick comm firms double dark stores to meet fast delivery demand
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Big tech’s Al ad tools rattle agencies

agencies will also play a significant part in the data that points Al in the right direction towards achieving a marketer’s outcome.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vallari Sanzgiri

or the last few

months, Swiggy, In-

dia’s  hyperlocal
food delivery platform,
had been involved in the
beta testing of Google's ad-
vertising-focused Al solu-
tions to boost its reach to
audiences. One of these so-
lutions was an improved
version of Performance
Max, which allows e-com-
merce users 1o re-engage
with existing customers
who are inactive.

“We've seen Perfor-
mance Max help new user
growth, creating an addi-
tional impact within the
range of 15% to 25%. The
bigger part is bringing
down our costs. For diffe-
rent hyperlocals, we've
seen the costs vary anywh-
ere between 25 % and 40
%," said Arjun Choudhary,
Vice President of Revenue
and Growth at Swiggy, dur-
ing the launch event of
Google’s new tools in July.

Incidentally, Swiggy re-
ported an improvement in
EBIT margins and attribut-
ed this 1o momentum in
food delivery and the ex-
pansion of its quick com-
merce vertical last month.

At the Google event, not
only did the tech major
launch several tools such
as Al Max Research Cam-
paigns and Demand Chat
but it also said it would
soon roll out agentic Al
capabllities across Google
Ads and Google Analytics
globally. With these Al as-
sistants, advertisers could
set up campaigns that

Top gear: Mata is rolling out solutions to automate ad creation a5 well as buy and deploy ads. RIUTERS

drive higher performance,
from onboarding and cam-
paign creation to reporting
and troubleshooting.

It's not just Google. Me-
ta has been rolling out so-
lutions w0 automate ad
creation as well as buy and
deploy ads. Traditional ad-
vertising agencies that play
a huge role in the $963 bil-
lion ad market have a rea-
son to be nervous, The
new Al solutions being
rolled out by the tech ma-
jors are so disruptive they
could well kill the agency
model.

Industry observers are
already commenting on

hmghlgachangeishap‘

pening.

Take BoFA Securities,
the corporate and invest-
ment banking division of
Bank of America, which
noted that Meta's Al assis-
tant is an “underappreciat-
ed opportunity” with the
potential to become a cen-

We've seen Performance
Max help new user
growth, creating an
addidonal impact within
the range of 15% 10 25'%
ARJUN CHOUDHARY

Vice President of Revenue and
Gromah at Swigty

tral interface for content
discovery, commerce, and
productivity.

Sanchit Vir Gogia, CEO
and Chief Analyst at Grey-
hound Research, said Me-
ta’s end-to-end advertising
vislon marks a “structural
rupture” in how advertis-
ing is executed.

“This shift erodes the
agency's historical domain
of media planning and
creative scale, However,
this is a forced reinvention
moment for agencies. The
long-term value of creative
strategy, brand steward

ship, and ethical guardrails
remains beyond the reach
of today's AL" said Gogia,
advising agencies to deliver
value where Al falls short.
These areas include cultu-
ral intelligence, creative
originality, and campaign
governance.,

What’s changing

With big tech doubling
down on the advertising
market, analysts have been
debating the future of the
creative and marketing
agencies.

According to Jay Parti-
sall, VP, Principal Analyst,
Forrester, agencies will bi-
furcate into enterprise and
SMB (small and medium-
sized business) providers.
Large agency networks
have built Al technologies
that are comparable to Me-
ta and Google's tools in
some respects and supe-
rior in others, he said, giv-
ing the example of agency

ols that are better at
brand governance and
cross-platform  optimisa-
tion. "SMB providers will
be more focused on exe-
cuting for clients using Me-
ta, Google and Amazon's
twols. Since big ad tech’s Al
tools will likely produce
creatives that lack differen-
tiation, SMB agencies will
be charged with bailding
the brand into the cam-
paigns that run on social
platforms and through
thelr DSPs (demand-side
platforms),” said Pattisall.
Similarly, Manish Solan-
ki, COO and Co-founder,
TheSmallBigidea, said the
world is moving in a direc-
tion where media buying
becomes faster and more
automated. This means
that resources handling
performance  marketing
might evolve into a more
analytical role where the
real win will be in creativi-
ty and cultural relevance.
“We have to ensure that
we move up the value
chain — we double down
on what Al or platforms
can't do, strong brand
thinking and smart crea-
tives, Be the advisor, don't
Just  execute. Be the
brand’s unbiased partner,
help them pick the right
mix, not just one platform.
Work with Al not against
it. i you know how to tell a
story, you will stay rele-
vant,” said Solanki, point-
ing out that Al learmns from
what’s available in the mar-
ket while an agency will al-
ways be relevant when it
comes to originality,
Solanki also estimated
that running ads will get
cheaper, but breaking
through the noise will be

tougher. Regional content
will grow finally, and there
will be scale for Indian lan-
guages; but data privacy
will be a big issue. Most pe
ople here aren't ready for
what's he opines.

Kartik Mehta, Head of
Asia and CBO at Channel
Factory ad-tech platform,
said the maximisation of ad
exposure is still in the
hands of humans. “it’s just
going to enhance and expe-
dite the time that it takes
for campaigns to lanch or
campaigns to be optimised
or produce the results that
they need on these larger
platforms. 1 would say [Al
integration| would be a ca-
talyst to expedite certain
areas of work,” said Mehta.

In fact, even Dan Taylor,
Vice President, Global Ads,
Google, said that advertis-
ing agencies will continue
to have a huge role to play,
despite the advent of Al,
due to their und i
of clients, He said agencies
will also play a significant
part in the data that points
Al in the right direction to-
wards achieving a marke
ter's outcome.

“Al can generate options
based on patterns, but the
*why* behind a campaign,
the core strategic insight,
the emotional resonance
that truly connects with an
audience, the ethical con-
siderations, the final cura-
torial judgment, that re-
mains fundamentally
human,” said Taylor.

Russhabh R Thakkar,
Founder and CEO, Frodoh,
savs, “If platforms go direct
to clients, agencies won't
panic, they’ll pivot.”

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)




« Al tools from tech giants like Google, Meta, and Amazon are disrupting the traditional advertising

ecosystem.
» Platforms like Google's Performance Max and Meta’'s Al ad solutions:
» Allow automated ad creation, targeting, and deployment.

» Help in user re-engagement and cost optimization, leading to 15-25% better performance in

some campaigns (e.g., Swiggy).

vvvvvvvvv

» Traditional ad agencies face an existential challenge due to:
e Al's ability to automate creative production, media buying, optimization, and analytics.

» Reduced dependence on human creativity, especially for small and medium businesses (SMBs).



* Agencies may still survive by focusing on:
e Creative storytelling
 Brand governance
e Cross-platform campaign strategy

e Human judgment & emotional resonance

ul Industry Perspective:
» Al in advertising is seen as a "“structural change”, not just a tech trend.
» BofA Securities calls Meta's Al-assisted ad system “underappreciated”.
» Agencies must now pivot towards advisory and brand strategy roles.

« Data privacy, ethical use, and Al transparency are key concerns.
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Sinner finds salvation in hallowed grass, dethrones Alcaraz

WIMBLEDON

N. Sudarshan
LONDON

Jannik Sinner's emotional-
ly restrained, methodical
and precise tennis earned
its greatest gift yet as he
dethroned two-time de-
fending champion Carlos
Alcaraz 4-6, 64, 64, 6-4 to
win his first Wimbledon
and fourth Major title.

For the World No. 1, it
was sweet revenge for the
Roland-Garros defeat,
where Alcaraz had beaten
him from three champion-
ship-points down in the
fourth set. The 23-year-old
is now the first Italian to
win the singles trophy at
SW19, For Alcaraz, it was a
humbling experience as he
was thoroughly outplayed,
but for a brief period late in
the opening set. It didn't
help that the 22-year-old
came up with a disastrous

i

serving performance, land-
ing just over half of his first
serves and dumping seven
double-faults.

The opening four games
felt like a boxing feel out.
Both players peppered ev-
ery part of the service box
in the hope of finding an
ever-so-slight weakness.
Once that was done and
mental notes made, action
shifted to the grass beyond
the 21ft x 13.5ft area.

And it was Sinner's turn
to break first, in the fifth
game, with two fierce back-
hand drives setting things
up. Alcaraz, though, res-
tored parity in the eighth,
capitalising on a slew of
unforced errors.

Then, at 4-4, the Spa-
niard lifted his level. At 15-
30, he sent a superb kick
serve, a backhand winner
and planted an ace to go
5-4 up. On the subsequent
Sinner serve, on his se-
cond set-point, he hit the
shot - rather block - of the

Flying high: Sinner ended Alcaraz’s reign with a dominant display. GETTY IMAGES

match until then. A Sinner
forehand that would have
won the point against most

players was not only
tracked down but sent
back in the form of a cross-

court drop winner.
The crowd erupted, Al-
caraz bounced up and

down and left Sinner look-
ing like someone who had
just been struck by a
lightning.

But Alcaraz’s bane has
always been his penchant
to drift out at inopportune
times. He started the se-
cond set with a double-
fault and was duly broken.
Even though he threatened
each of Sinner’s next three
service games, the latter
stonewalled all attempts.

It wasn't long before Sin-
ner levelled it at one-set
apiece, with two superb fo-
rehand winners, one down
the line and the other hit
cross-court on the run.

In the ninth game of the
third stanza, Sinner sliced
open the contest, with his
forehand again doing the
damage. At 30-30, he hit
an inside-in winner, and
another clean drive earned
him an easy put away.

Alcaraz slipped and fell
while chasing the last shot,
and Sinner immediately

stopped exulting and wait-
ed until the World No. 2
gave him a thumbs-up. The
niceties, though, ended
there as the reigning US
Open and Australian Open
champion took a two-sets-
to-one lead with a blister-
ing service winner. At 1-1in
the fourth, Sinner made
the play again, earning a
break-point with a looping
backhand winner.

A thunderous backhand
return ensured a 2-1 lead.
When he held to 4-2 via a
lucky net-cord at 40-30, la-
dy luck, after deserting
him in Paris last month,
seemed to have crossed ov-
er to his corner. So much
so that he even got out of a
15-40 hole serving at 4-3.

As Alcaraz held to 4-5,
the crowd went up in cho-
rus chanting the Spaniard’s
name, But Sinner silenced
them with a cold-blooded
hold that was finished off
with a monstrous service

winner.
R

\

4 Sinner becomes the first

Italian to lift the Wim-
L. bledon trophy and the
first to win Slams on multipie
surfaces

~™\ Alcaraz has tasted
defeat after winning
the first set for only the

third time in 68 Grand Slam
matches

[ Sinneris the fitth

- > player {after Connors,
../ Sampras, Federer and
Nadal) aged 23 or under to

hold three Major crowns
simultaneously

j Since 2000, only Ny~
b ldal (86) has claimed
more wins from his

first 100 matches at Slams
that Sinner

COMPILED BY ANIRUDH VELAMURI

ANX



2025 Wimbledon Championships

o
WIMBLEDON

R e Lt

2025 Australian Open

australian open

2025 Wimbledon poster designed by Sarah

Date 12-26 January 2025 Madden. Leeds, UK.
Edition  113th ROLAND-GARROS 2025 Date 30 June — 13 July 2025
Open Era (57th) Date 25 May — 8 June 2025 Edition 138th

Category Grand Slam Edition 124th Category  Grand Siam (ITF)
Cat G ds| Draw 128S /64D / 32XD
Draw 128S /64D egory rand Slam Prize money £53,550,000
Surface  Hard (GreenSet) Surface Clay Surface Grass
Location Melbourne, Victoria, Australia Location Paris (XVI°), France Location  Church Road
SW19, Wimbledon,
Venue Melbourne Park Venue Roland Garros Stadium London, England
Champlons Champions Venue All England Lawn Tennis and
' ) Croquet Club
Men's singles Men's singles Champions
B B Jannik Sinner == Carlos Alcaraz Men's singles
Women's singles Women's singles i I darnik Sinner
) Women's singles
== Madison Keys == Coco Gauff
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* The Centre unveiled a scheme to provide financial incentives for purchase
of electric trucks under the PM E-Drive initiative, where a sum of 500 crore
has been set aside for 5,600 electric trucks.

. gf ﬁ:\js financial outlay, a fifth is dedicated for vehicles registered in
elhi.

 About

* This is India’s first dedicated scheme for electric trucks, which were not
included under the earlier FAME (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of
Electric Vehicles) scheme.

* Eligibility Conditions: Manufacturers must provide a battery warranty of 5
years or 5 lakh kilometres, whichever is earlier.

* The vehicle and motor must carry a warranty of 5 years or 2.5 lakh
kilometres.

* To receive the incentive, scrapping of old, polluting diesel trucks is
mandatory.



 About PM E-DRIVE Scheme
* The scheme shall be implemented from October 1, 2024 to March 31, 2026.

* The EMPS-2024 (Electric Mobility Promotion Scheme) is being subsumed under the PM E-DRIVE
scheme.

* Subsidy: The subsidy under the scheme for electric two-wheelers has been fixed based on
battery power at Rs 5,000 per kilowatt hour but the overall incentive will not exceed Rs 10,000 in

the first year.
* In the second year, it will be halved by Rs 2,500 per kilowatt hour, and the overall benefit will
not exceed Rs 5,000.
* Three-wheelers, including e-rickshaws, will get a demand incentive of Rs 25,000 in the first
year, which will be halved to Rs 12,500 in the second year.

* For the L5 category (cargo three-wheelers), they will get a benefit of Rs 50,000 in the first
year, and for the second year, it is Rs 25,000.



World Population Day 2025
and India’s Youth



Celebrating World Population Day: A

Journey Through Time
Establishment of Annual observance
World Population of World Population

Day by UN Day
1989 11th July
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Empowering Youth for Family Choices

Sexual and
Reproductive
Health

Knowledge for informed
decisions

Fair and Hopeful
World

Supportive environment for
choices

Empowered Youth

Youth making informed
family choices



Indian Army Launches
Operation SHIVA 2025 for
Amarnath Yatra Security
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Understanding the UAE Golden Visa

®

ple!
S

Investors

Individuals investing in the UAE
economy

Skilled Professionals

Professionals with specialized
skills

Students

Individuals pursuing education in
the UAE

Talented Individuals

Individuals with unique talents



Study Opportunities

Enables educational pursuits
in the UAE

Stability

Provides a stable way to
settle in the UAE

Work Opportunities

Facilitates employment in the
UAE

UAE Golden Visa Benefits

Family Inclusion

Allows family members to
join

No Sponsor Needed

Eliminates the need for a
local sponsor



UAE Golden Visa Process

Visa Policy

Core principle of nomination
and checks

Processing Fee

Required payment for
application

Misleading Claims

False advertisements by
agencies



Understanding UAE Golden Visa Policy

No Fixed Price

Golden Visas are not sold for a
fixed price.

Processing Fee

AED 100,000 is a processing fee,
not a guarantee.

Nomination and Checks
Applicants must be nominated and

pass strict checks.

Misleading
Advertisements

Many advertisements and claims
by agencies are misleading.




Rayad Group's Response to Misleading Ads

Cessation of Golden
Visa Services

Rayad Group stopped offering
the services

Apology for Confusion

Rayad Group apologized for
misleading ads

Misleading
Advertisements

Agencies spread false
information



India’s Gender Gap: Challenges and the
Way Forward



* India ranked 131 out of 148 countries
in the Global Gender Gap Report 2025
released by the World Economic Forum
(WEF), reflecting widening disparities in
economic participation and women’s
health.



Global Gender Gap: Unveiling the Depths of Inequality

Global Gender Gap

Overall percentage of gender parity.

Economic Participation

Unequal opportunities in workforce
and earnings.

Educational Attainment

Disparities in access to education.
Health & Survival
Imbalances in healthcare access

and outcomes.
Political Empowerment

Underrepresentation in political
leadership roles.



India's Economic Gender Disparity.

Low Female Earnings

Women earn less than men.

Limited Economic
Participation

India ranks 143rd globally.
Low Female Labor Force

FLFP is under 25% in India.



Son preference and reproductive health neglect are societal challenges.

Poor sex ratio

Imbalanced number of males and
females

pu <

Son preference

Cultural bias favoring male children

Reproductive health
neglect

Lack of attention to women's
health




Gender Inequality: Unveiling the Hidden Depths

Visible Gender Disparities

Obvious inequalities between
genders

Unpaid Care Work

Women's domestic labor is
undervalued economically

Leadership Gap

Women's representation in
leadership is limited

Policy Blind Spots

Gender-focused policies are
fragmented and underfunded




WHO Roadmap on Al in Traditional
Medicine



What is GI-AlI4H?

Global Initiative on Al for Health (GI-Al4H) is a WHO-led international platform to guide
the safe, ethical, and effective use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) in healthcare, including
traditional medicine systems

Key Features of GI-Al4H:

Inclusion of Traditional
Medicine:

At India’s request, GI-Al4H
now includes an Al-in-
Traditional-Medicine vertica
to formalize Al's role in
Ayurveda, Unani, etc.

Multi-Stakeholder Platform: Standard Setting Role:
Includes governments, Develops regulatory
academic institutions, frameworks, ethical
private sector, and civil guidelines, and

society to shape global Al benchmarking tools for Al in
health norms. health applications.

Evidence & Transparency Global Collaboration:
Focus: Facilitates cross-country
Promotes validation of Al cooperation on Al tools,
models through real-world  open datasets, and digital
data, explainability, and public goods for health.
bias checks.




Word of the day

Veritable:

often used as intensifier; not counterfeit or
copied

Syn ONYMS: authentic, bona fide,
unquestionable, regular

U sage: The meal was a veritable feast.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/veritablepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [ve.arta.bl/
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Request a Free Consultation

Name

only a

Mobile Number

Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace E-mall address
RAS 2025!

Submit Request

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!

0 +0190571 43412
e
SIAT

0 info, rasonly@gmail.com

000

Q, 9057143412 @ 28-30, JDA Market, Shri Hans

Marg, Gopalpura Bypass Rd







