
Daily Current Affairs

Affairs



The Hindu 

6

Financial 
Express 

2

Jansatta

0

PIB, PRS & Other 
newspaper

1

The Indian 
Express 

3



Download class24 

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ 















Topic Details 

Full Name
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), 
2005

Launched 2006 (Implemented in phases across districts)

Type of Act Rights-based social security legislation guaranteeing wage employment

Objective
Provide 100 days of guaranteed wage employment to rural households 
willing to do unskilled manual work

Coverage All rural districts in India

Eligibility
Any adult member of a rural household willing to do unskilled manual 
labour

Guarantee 100 days of wage employment per rural household per year

Proposed change (2024–25) Increase to 125 days (as per govt. sources — from the news you provided)



Key Features
Demand-driven, Time-bound wage payments, Unemployment 
allowance if work not provided in 15 days

Work Types Allowed
Water conservation, drought proofing, irrigation canals, rural 
connectivity, land development, afforestation, flood control

Funding Pattern
Centre–State Shared Scheme • Central Govt: 100% wages for 
unskilled labour, 75% material cost • State Govt: Unemployment 
allowance, 25% material cost

Technology Used
• Geo-tagging • Aadhaar-enabled payments • National Mobile 
Monitoring System (NMMS) App

UN Recognition Considered one of the largest social security programmes globally



Wage Payment System Aadhaar-based payments via DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer)

Gender Mandate At least one-third workers must be women

Social Audit Mandatory social audit by Gram Sabha

Important Institutions
Ministry of Rural Development, State Employment Guarantee Councils, 
Gram Panchayats implement the works

Recent Name Proposal
“Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana” (as per new Bill discussed in Parliament, 
2025 news)

Average Days of Employment 50.35 days (average of last 5 years — from news article)

Major Achievements
• Reduction in rural poverty • Increased female labour participation • 
Important counter-cyclical tool during droughts & economic shocks • 
Creation of durable rural assets



Major Issues / Criticisms

• Delay in wage payments • Corruption/leakages • Underfunding from 

Centre • Asset quality concerns • Aadhaar-payment failures • Caste-based 

exclusion in some states

Supreme Court Observations • Timely payment is a legal right • MGNREGA is a “lifeline for rural poor”

Important Committees
• Amarjeet Sinha Panel (2022) — Recommended exclusion based on 

state-specific economic indices • CAG audits on mismanagement

Convergence
Works converge with Swachh Bharat, PMAY-G, IWMP, NRLM, Jal Shakti 

Abhiyan

MGNREGA vs. MNREGA (UPSC Trick 

Point)

MGNREGA → After 2009, prefixed “Mahatma Gandhi”; both refer to same 

scheme

Latest Reforms Proposed

• New regulatory law (VBSA type for education but similar approach for 

MGNREGA being considered) • Revised wage rates • Geo-tagging of 

assets via Bhuvan portal (ISRO) • NMMS app for attendance







Exam Theme of Question Verified Link

UPSC Prelims 
2011

Eligibility under 
MGNREGA

Already verified 
earlier

CDS 2020
Objective NOT part of 
MGNREGA

Already verified 
earlier

UP Board 2024
Question on 
MGNREGA (full 
form/features)

Already verified 
earlier



• . With reference to the proposed 
“Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana”, 
consider the following statements:

• It renames the existing MGNREGA 
scheme.

• It proposes to increase guaranteed 
employment from 100 to 125 days.

• It converts MGNREGA from a demand-
driven scheme to a fully Central Sector 
scheme.

• Which of the above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 3







Topic Details 

First Census in India 1872 (non-synchronous), first synchronous Census in 1881

Constitutional / Legal Basis Conducted under Census Act, 1948 (NOT a constitutional mandate)

Frequency Every 10 years

Last Completed Census 2011 Census

Census 2021 Status Postponed due to COVID-19 → now Census 2027

Latest Approved Census Census 2027, cost: ₹11,718 crore

Conducting Authority Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, under Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)

Nature of Census Statutory, comprehensive demographic enumeration

Purpose
Population data, planning, welfare schemes, delimitation (but political delimitation currently frozen till 2026), policy 
making

Census Type De facto (where they are present) + De jure (usual residence)

Data Collected
Population, age, sex, literacy, migration, disability, language, religion, occupation, housing, assets, drinking water, 
sanitation etc.

Two Main Schedules 1) House-listing & Housing Census 2) Population Enumeration

2027 Census Key Feature India’s first fully digital Census (mobile app + portal)

Total Cost of Census 2011 Around ₹2,200 crore

Total Cost of Census 2027 ₹11,718 crore approved in 2024

UN Involvement India follows UN Principles of Census (completeness, accuracy, confidentiality)



Self-Enumeration Citizens may fill details online through an official Census portal

Enumerators
Mostly government school teachers; nearly 18,600 technical staff for 
monitoring

Census-as-a-Service (CaaS)
New model → Real-time monitoring + machine-readable data + faster 
release

Caste Enumeration
First time caste data will be counted in independent India (in Census 
2027)

Geo-tagging of houses Will be done through mobile applications

Data Security Digital data encryption + real-time validation

Use of AI & IT tools Data visualisation, analytics, dashboards

Next Steps Planned
New NPR debate, digital platforms, real-time release of data, use of 
Census in welfare targeting



Delimitation Use
Census data used for delimitation, but political delimitation frozen till 
2026 by 84th Constitutional Amendment

Citizenship Link No direct link between Census and citizenship

Census vs Sample Survey Census → Complete enumeration Sample Survey → Partial sample-based

India’s Census Rank 
Globally

Largest administrative & statistical exercise in the world

Issues in Past Census
Delay in data release, political controversy, outdated questions, religious 
polarization concerns, migration under-reporting

Why 2021 Census 
delayed?

COVID-19 pandemic + administrative issues + digital transition









Feature Census NPR NRC

Purpose
Population 

data

Identity 

database of 

usual residents

Citizenship 

verification

Legal basis Census Act
Citizenship 

Rules, 2003
Citizenship Act

Mandatory? Yes Yes

Not compulsory 

unless govt 

initiates
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