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Always leave things
better than you found
them...especially people.

-Henry Cloud

FLo LEADERSHIE



R0 d Vi 0 2025—2026

[ By Bhunesh Sir )
Relevant For Exams By

UPSC Prelims, PSC, SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB Among Dthers

What you'll get

& From January 2025 to March 2026
@ 20 high-priority topics

@ Price- 999/- )




!tep I

Welcome to

€ Class24

w1223 0

Step2 7 == Step3 "™

Hi, Abhijeet Kumar Singh Q

CL‘AS_S‘%A ssc u g ssc Railways
[ Pre. mains I
..C,GL «CHSL+CPO - HTSJ]'
FOUNDATIONBATCH STARTS
[ 09 JuLY 2025 [GLERVEAY] Rajasthan
. : e Exams

o3e
FREE

State Exams

Common

1B EXAM




£a1223 O Step 4 @ %m0 41224 © Step 5 @ 5w
&  CommonEx... m Q & Complete... m <

119 2025-2026 - ©

COMPLETE
GK/GS Vo

By Bhunesh Sin

Relevant For Exams By

UPAL Prafies, PSS, S0 Baniieg Tniwey, Dafence, EPFD 1D vasny Drhery

What you'll get W
@ From January 2025 to March 2028 &
@ 20 high-priority topics “

By Bhunesh Sir -,

2 STATIC GK

S HISTORY PRICE “
2 POLITY 1999F 999

“ GEOGRAPHY Class24

< ECONOMICS
< SCIENCE

' Price - 999/‘ ' © clamia

Complete Current Affairs
2025-26 Batch by Bhunesh sir

Umang 360 Yearly Current Complete Current Affairs 2025-2026 by
Affairs Magazine by Bhunesh ... 4 Bhunesh Sir
This batch is designed for learners preparing
for exams conducted by UPSC Prelims, PSCs,
. SSC, Banking, Railway, Defence, EPFO, IB
Science Advance Batch >

— like SSC CGL, CHSL, GD, RRB NTPC, RAS, PCS,
E[,’ CET. The focus is to help you build a steady
— grip on current affairs that matter across




AATUMBAY
[T

IR ATIONA
"

THLE «

Minister =
Shivraj Patil |

< , FUBLICATION OF ANTICLES
passes Awaly er write on anything
sub judice, CI advises
WEWS - PAGE 3

Party lhal ook
@ trnpd(' furn

The incldent brings
back conoerns over
unregulated tourism

L )

ALL T
Messt's GOAT Tour of
India from today

ACTON RARE CARN

Convicts get 20-year
rigorous jall term
WEWE & FAGE 3

OHOUND IEND ® PABE T

NEARBY

B dead, 10 Ingured
n b Galls into

Horge n A

NTOON
P SO TS 1 00 Eh 1pet
Wi s i) sith] sover
1108, WA B DAV LrIvet
BN with B oot 60 Vo
fell s s garn It vt o

lndum lhu-m 4
Might operations
Inapectons oustod

W LN

renrve g i s aperans
arul premareibness ba

Ex-servicemen o
Nl 5000 kallway
polntsanen posts

A

entate oOon
feature Tramp'

WAMINOTON
Duimacems o0  cor
T e
roew i I i wsamtn nf
T —
Anflemy Kb v Foiibay,

Vo ushrg rotus o oL
i 1 Dord THmp, b
T & fasiaved 1h ouree 04
10 BROtoR shineedd. B PAGE 13

Retail inflation moves up
marginally to 0.7% in Now.

W A

ul doan,
flmll the histonic ow

0.2 Ocrober 2025,
with & continued contrac-
Hot In fooi prices offse

whn||ml)uuuhuu-lnuu-mlu fnd‘ 1t e

dulllw In i n! ces

Marginal rise

oes Iu

This ATl e foesd
PrICe ¢ o Pt of
W auickening in el nis
Won to 2w 0 Novwmbor

bl
foiikocn, AN IMGNKANG
Eatopary quicksned murks

i ().
s i s redd by
o Lt

wt et Wl rebmsed by
Whw Mty ol Xeaiaion

Wlay, Tan
woven of the firet
wlght imonthe of thix finan
vhal your

e food and buverages

cueory waw prices con
At ey I 1y ety

el daching in pri
wvbatilon ainl |

oF Ma
A

X " o
have Withessod a dechine,

Twading 1 food Inflation
Daltirg by 5 0% iy thie et
baskot,  edible ol wit-

nal
o from 2.0% uu-u-»v
The et A fepent
Wwal Gty i e st
e T, wiw irlaion s
aarinally o LN i
.

LA v e Bl
Catugy Al ViEt
Iy unchunged ur in
Nowenibor o
pared (0 2,.96% In Octobier

R 4 <

Former BJP MLA Guttedar,
son named prime accused
in Aland voter fraud case

st I MEA u-a-m-l-
skl A L

nanda

0 e e

used b the chunpahest
Wiec! by thie Karmiakn pol
o Ivesian

teamm (4IT) that In probing

e llun-llnllw anak

Aty

i of the 202) Alwu >
e

ro-sloction from e
CORIALIEICY

Vive others have abio

o the vhir

'
CANASORATS Tav aovhent aib
ety bl

b Mol
the Hinati ¢

ilkwite A1l
Oprgronithin L (Lo
B Rabiil Ceanits
prosx conterence n Deihi
and the State govemment
el i 1T 10 probe

wartes, Lodt iy Adhimiomal
Dirvcior Gunersl of Pollcs
W W

‘More o follow'
oAb ed b Cho MEE wikd (il

o KE Ty e

W four

Guttedar,
A landd, was
B

Lt
Hm\ I'nllm. whe

l’-umlv TP MLA Kbl Gt
By Pew sl i

contre ke firm in Kalabu
g, 10 gt and dufen

glactaral rolle th
Akded maiiple. v

M- Tnhik Wil At €4E
e dvary fineiind Vare 7
PHCation i SOy
Guiote n voter from tha 1y
wit [

e
The
[
weswral ton
wvidence, mumh.u
ooy trafl hotwewn the
Guttedars ind Mr. Pashn's
A, Aources sakl.

W 00 Wt
v, l.m. wih iu-
Pastin

hesther A
iwlative Mob
Tacl. croatied e
the Natkal Vot
portal (MY

!

Wi, wi

ongak baed  iag

v, whis was jleh

the AEcomnt of Mr. A
» wi

il
e i
e phone. atd e
connection. Theae duvices
have biwin ocommind aned
we part of the v now,
wourves walil

ol by it My
ety Al AL s

Ll those n.\uuumulv
o login 10w, the ko

. wese [t
af othwr 1uin

om veiturs of thve Aland s
o

solpea ATIIED, Ware SONEA
£ D sodofwsl Wkt st e of
Wh i,

B charged

10 deloto b

e from thie ls

he had 0o knowledgs ©

nu- A wap & Rollower (-l
3 l A v

"lnu!l wuh the B i Ve
eiication o the
e |lwn ww.\hd II\AII

001K P
Aland. ouh M

whiite 5,904
he Moturn

were forped
Ins Omesr Illul 2, o

Polenbess, e

PR W lrnhlwml il

Aot Gt

Al smveun accraml in the
How

That Gamtestiurs Have s

waresd  anticipatory  tall,
while Mr. Adya lias beon

Wy ALl Tl bost OF e ac

Buzz on new Manipur gov

s BJP calls ML As to Delhi

the. A s wiish bus
waan B pal t.umlnu:: 0
The | of
e Wity Janarn vty -t “"m“‘"‘“
(nu has e Stale

rabiy's Ml MLAS b
B Dwlhl for i eeting on

rocomber M. The develop.

wulnnkded with Pres.

GUPRAE  Murs
N l

auw i s
Al on Foriing & gove

e I i powttiiliny,” form.
wr ket Mink ren
Singh wisd wr 4 Function
b e b

tha sgeh Nupl Lal Oay.
AMANIPUE an Beon i

der Proabdanty Nule since

lays witor
-

K e
AT DY ulllun. Caslwn
Bt wwreny v Mudiel anad Ka
ko peopla thur Browa oist

2028 clalming
e thars 20

Chuching --rwn hul Iulnu n.

e Kubsd TG

hive Bown w k(d w luul
o iy

Thar WL M 0
l(uAl Yo MLAK Wik, Talst

sabinet clears
allotment of
R1L718 cr. for
Census 2027

Nake

W AR

The vernemen
a4 Wl
WA Winter

I
Heanion o

bl
OF The commmnity
Pefore sapporting any bid

for' . coniucting |

1o form the
Aftor nw d-um oL,
i

Aviatn, COREEIOA 1 Eoi-
mand & majariy In the
House

Bt NI A
Wlaaradn skl (e MLAS, I

2027 m W cout of €1LTIN24
M

atwpy L8 U Crention
COUNTY wide National fe
hnter of Clirens (NI,

o
Mahitin CGandi National
ural Kenplovinunt G
Yanton  AGt (MUNREUA),
changing the nume of (v
Naarwhslpy Pviral wanpd Sl
Ak G

Clrmmnin

aiyw
wagar Yolang

W )

N oAy e,
the el Wwas
chuarvsd by 1he Union Cabs
nat in i mearing held on

"
Varimen

e flagahip  achume

aakantees W) 10 K040 diys
AF WAl dIRIOYINeNT i ov-
ey Anancinl year o ey
ottt whiame  achult

Frkday, The original 15l
P by on
RED

200m.

w do
»

kit sl

M -urun o ulu» Incdicirest

Gk (g Wt phane
16 ICrAn Tk 10 126 oy
unrwor

Ty e Mlibsaws of Kbk e
Mural Cevelogament onm
oy Fimday b

Centre likely to rebrand MGNREGS
as ‘Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana’

Ralyu sabha, thy wverags
of diys of emphoy.

hold du

e yuurs

i Vi
vt -

I'e
lmunlnuug

e ra
nwmhllulh
encARGIALY ©lakis
0N SCOnmic llnli( ve ul -
ure
Tt jerew
Tkwly
AR




Centre likely to rebrand MGNREGS
as ‘Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

The government is likely to
introduce a Bill in the on-
going Winter Session of
Parliament amending the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Act (MGNREGA),
changing the name of the
flagship rural employment
scheme to “Pujya Bapu
Gramin Rozgar Yojana”.

According to senior go-
vernment functionaries,
the amended Bill was
cleared by the Union Cabi-
net in its meeting held on
Friday. The original Bill
passed by Parliament on
August 25, 2005.

Flagship scheme: The average number of days of employment per
household during the last five years is 50.35 days. ARUN KULKARNI

The flagship scheme
guarantees up to 100 days
of wage employment in ev-
ery financial year to every
household whose adult
members volunteer to do
unskilled manual work.

The sources also indicated
that the government plans
to increase this to 125 days.

As per a written answer
by the Minister of State for
Rural Development Kam-
lesh Paswan on Friday in

Rajya Sabha, the average
number of days of employ-
ment per household dur-
ing the last five years
comes to 50.35 days.

In 2022, the govern-
ment had appointed a pa-
nel headed by former Un-
ion Rural Development
Secretary Amarjeet Sinha
to review the scheme, es-
pecially the inter-State va-
riations. The amended Bill
is likely to take into ac-
count the panel’s recom-
mendation, introducing
exclusionary clauses based
on economic indices of a
State.

The government is also
likely to tweak the
scheme’s funding pattern.

A INX



Topic Details

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),

Full Name 2005
Launched 2006 (Implemented in phases across districts)
Type of Act Rights-based social security legislation guaranteeing wage employment
.. Provide 100 days of guaranteed wage employment to rural households
Objective . :
willing to do unskilled manual work
Coverage All rural districts in India
- Any adult member of a rural household willing to do unskilled manual
Eligibility
labour
Guarantee 100 days of wage employment per rural household per year

Proposed change (2024-25) Increase to 125 days (as per govt. sources — from the news you provided)



Key Features

Demand-driven, Time-bound wage payments, Unemployment
allowance if work not provided in 15 days

Work Types Allowed

Water conservation, drought proofing, irrigation canals, rural
connectivity, land development, afforestation, flood control

Funding Pattern

Centre—State Shared Scheme ¢ Central Govt: 100% wages for
unskilled labour, 75% material cost e State Govt: Unemployment
allowance, 25% material cost

Technology Used

e Geo-tagging ® Aadhaar-enabled payments e National Mobile
Monitoring System (NMMS) App

UN Recognition

Considered one of the largest social security programmes globally




Wage Payment System

Aadhaar-based payments via DBT (Direct Benefit Transfer)

Gender Mandate

At least one-third workers must be women

Social Audit

Mandatory social audit by Gram Sabha

Important Institutions

Ministry of Rural Development, State Employment Guarantee Councils,
Gram Panchayats implement the works

Recent Name Proposal

“Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana” (as per new Bill discussed in Parliament,
2025 news)

Average Days of Employment

50.35 days (average of last 5 years — from news article)

Major Achievements

e Reduction in rural poverty ¢ Increased female labour participation e
Important counter-cyclical tool during droughts & economic shocks e
Creation of durable rural assets




Major Issues / Criticisms

Supreme Court Observations

Important Committees

Convergence

MGNREGA vs. MNREGA (UPSC Trick
Point)

Latest Reforms Proposed

* Delay in wage payments ¢ Corruption/leakages * Underfunding from
Centre « Asset quality concerns * Aadhaar-payment failures « Caste-based
exclusion in some states

* Timely payment is a legal right « MGNREGA is a “lifeline for rural poor”

« Amarjeet Sinha Panel (2022) — Recommended exclusion based on
state-specific economic indices « CAG audits on mismanagement

Works converge with Swachh Bharat, PMAY-G, IWMP, NRLM, Jal Shakti
Abhiyan

MGNREGA — After 2009, prefixed “Mahatma Gandhi”; both refer to same
scheme

* New regulatory law (VBSA type for education but similar approach for
MGNREGA being considered) « Revised wage rates * Geo-tagging of
assets via Bhuvan portal (ISRO) « NMMS app for attendance



1. What is happening?

EN: The government plans to amend the MGNREGA Act and rename the scheme as “Pujya Bapu Gramin
Rozgar Yojana” during the Winter Session.

HI: TRBR THSGANT HfEfAm A Heler &3 A5 &1 91H “gaa a1g ATHIoT AF0TR FISTAT" B34 B ANsT-1 941 T8t
2l

2. Increase in guaranteed work days

EN: The proposed amendment aims to increase guaranteed employment from 100 days to 125 days per

rural household per year.

HI: S¥a1fdad Feie & AR ufd urdtor ulRar &Y 100 Gt @ agrase 125 At e AR mRet &t sa

3. Present performance of the scheme

EN: Despite the 100-day guarantee, the average employment provided in the last five years is only 50.35
days per household.
HI: 100 &7 &t TREY & Trasig e uta asf / ufd ulzar siwas 50.35 @7 & Asvm A 81

4. Amarjeet Sinha Committee (2022)

EN: A panel led by former Rural Development Secretary Amarjeet Sinha reviewed the scheme and
suggested reforms, especially addressing inter-state disparities.

HI: gd gt fGer afaa smrsita faeg1 & sregerar ® 2022 A nfsa afffd 3 disn &t arften &t 3k 50t & dfa
FHATAATSN TR &1 A §Y JUR JIT|



5. Expected changes in the amended Bill

EN: The new Bill may introduce exclusionary clauses linked to states’ economic indices and modify the

implementation framework.
HI: 9T fa€re & A4l & 3nfefes Jadbic! & MR WR Aqdsi4 Waen 3R fhaaa+ e 7 9gardg i & Jdba
gl

6. Funding pattern tweaks

EN: The government may revise the funding pattern between Centre and States for better targeting and
efficiency.

HI: TRHR &¢ 3R AT & &g Bien ded | gad1a &1 dbdl & difs dfeérd &) A dgdR foparaad g ab |
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Theme of Question
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Question on
MGNREGA (full
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* . With reference to the proposed
“Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana”,
consider the following statements:

* |t renames the existing MGNREGA
scheme.

* It proposes to increase guaranteed
employment from 100 to 125 days.

* It converts MGNREGA from a demand-
driven scheme to a fully Central Sector
scheme.

 Which of the above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3
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Census 2027 to cost 11,718 crore, no
separate budget earmarked for NPR

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on Fri-
day approved the proposal
for conducting Census of
India 2027 at a cost of
11,718.24 crore, a govern-
ment statement said.

Unlike 2019, the state-
ment does not mention a
separate budgetary alloca-
tion for updating the Na-
tional Population Register
(NPR), which is the first
step for the creation of a
countrywide National Re-
gister of Citizens (NRC).

In 2019, the Union Cabi-
net chaired by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi ap-
proved ¥3,941.35 crore for
updating the NPR and
¥8,754.23 crore for con-
ducting the Census of India
2021, which could not be
conducted due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

NPR, which was first col-
lected in 2010 and updated
in 2015 and already has a
database of 119 crore resi-
dents, was to be updated
with the first phase of Cen-

Officials conducting a pre-test exercise for Census 2027 in
Bulandshahr district of Uttar Pradesh. RV. MOORTHY

sus in 2020. On July 29, the
government informed the
Lok Sabha that no decision
has been taken to update
the NPR during the forth-
coming Census exercise.
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah posted on X,
“The outcome of the Cen-
sus 2027 will serve as the
new compass for develop-
ment, mirroring India's lat-
est population data with
more accuracy. The preci-
sion in data will accelerate
Modi Ji's vision of deliver-
ing the benefits of good go-

vernance and develop-
ment to citizens of every
demographic denomina-
tion, making the slogan of
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas'
a grand reality of New In-
dia in the Amrit Kaal.”

The government’s state-
ment on Friday said that
the “largest administrative
and statistical exercise in
the world” will ensure that
data are provided to Minis-
tries in a “clean, machine-
readable and actionable
format” as part of the
“Census-as-a-Service

(CaaS)” initiative.

This will be the first dig-
ital Census and the first to
enumerate caste in inde-
pendent India. “The cur-
rent endeavour would be
to make available the com-
ing Census data at the shor-
test possible time across
the country. Efforts will al-
so be made to disseminate
Census results with more
customised visualisation
tools,” the statement said.

The government said
that a nearly 18,600-strong
technical workforce will be
engaged for about 550
days at the local level.

“The enumerators, gen-
erally government teach-
ers and appointed by the
State governments, will be
doing the field work of
Census in addition to their
regular duties,” it said.

Data will be collected
using mobile applications
and a dedicated portal,
namely Census Manage-
ment and Monitoring Sys-
tem, has been developed
for monitoring the Census
process in real time.




Topic

First Census in India

Constitutional / Legal Basis

Frequency

Last Completed Census
Census 2021 Status
Latest Approved Census
Conducting Authority

Nature of Census
Purpose

Census Type
Data Collected

Two Main Schedules

2027 Census Key Feature
Total Cost of Census 2011
Total Cost of Census 2027

UN Involvement

Details

1872 (non-synchronous), first synchronous Census in 1881

Conducted under Census Act, 1948 (NOT a constitutional mandate)

Every 10 years

2011 Census

Postponed due to COVID-19 - now Census 2027

Census 2027, cost: 11,718 crore

Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissioner, under Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
Statutory, comprehensive demographic enumeration

Population data, planning, welfare schemes, delimitation (but political delimitation currently frozen till 2026), policy
making

De facto (where they are present) + De jure (usual residence)

Population, age, sex, literacy, migration, disability, language, religion, occupation, housing, assets, drinking water,
sanitation etc.

1) House-listing & Housing Census 2) Population Enumeration
India’s first fully digital Census (mobile app + portal)

Around %2,200 crore

11,718 crore approved in 2024

India follows UN Principles of Census (completeness, accuracy, confidentiality)



Self-Enumeration

Enumerators

Census-as-a-Service (CaaS)

Caste Enumeration

Geo-tagging of houses
Data Security
Use of Al & IT tools

Next Steps Planned

Citizens may fill details online through an official Census portal

Mostly government school teachers; nearly 18,600 technical staff for
monitoring

New model - Real-time monitoring + machine-readable data + faster
release

First time caste data will be counted in independent India (in Census
2027)

Will be done through mobile applications
Digital data encryption + real-time validation
Data visualisation, analytics, dashboards

New NPR debate, digital platforms, real-time release of data, use of
Census in welfare targeting




Delimitation Use

Citizenship Link

Census vs Sample Survey

India’s Census Rank
Globally

Issues in Past Census

Why 2021 Census
delayed?

Census data used for delimitation, but political delimitation frozen till
2026 by 84th Constitutional Amendment

No direct link between Census and citizenship

Census - Complete enumeration Sample Survey - Partial sample-based

Largest administrative & statistical exercise in the world

Delay in data release, political controversy, outdated questions, religious
polarization concerns, migration under-reporting

COVID-19 pandemic + administrative issues + digital transition




1. Cabinet approves Census 2027 budget

EN: The Union Cabinet approved the proposal to conduct Census of India 2027 at a total cost of
211,718.24 crore.
HI: &g FRBR A HRA ol FATUET 2027 B34 b YIATd Bl T11,718.24 BA &I @NTd &b J1el H3 & &

2. No separate allocation for NPR update

EN: Unlike 2019, this time the government statement does not mention a separate budget for updating
the National Population Register (NPR).
HI: 2019 & fadu3ld, 59 R IRBR & g B ISE STAT AT iR (NPR) & 31eIdq & faQ 31dTT g1 BT ol

TE 8l

3. NPR background and earlier allocations

EN: In 2019, the Cabinet had approved 3,941 crore for updating NPR and ¥8,754 crore for Census 2021,
but it was postponed due to COVID-19.

HI: 2019 A NPR 37e/d & faiT 23,941 @18 3R STT0MT 2021 & ey 8,754 @318 oY Hs3t &1 1 2ff, e
COVID-19 & BRI 54 eTd feam M|



4. NPR was last updated in 2015

EN: NPR (first created in 2010, updated in 2015) contains data of 119 crore residents and was scheduled
for update along with Census 2020.

HI: NPR (98wt R 2010 ® 94T, 2015 H 3198e) # 119 &R1s fHanfTa) &1 321 & 3R 33 70T 2020 & J1ef 3198e
BT Tl

5. Government clarified no NPR decision in 2023

EN: In July 2023, the government informed Parliament that no decision had been taken to update NPR

during the upcoming Census.

HI: {18 2023 ® IRBR A JAG B a1 fas AMTHT STATOTET b J1ef NPR B 3(USE 3 BT hig (01T 481 faidT
TR 2|

6. First digital Census in India

EN: Census 2027 will be India’s first digital Census, collecting data through mobile applications and a
dedicated portal (Census Management and Monitoring System).

HI: ST 2027 YRd &) Ugeil f&fSiee st gnt, 599 Se1 Miarsd efted M 31k v fady uiéa & areaq
3 TepA fdsam Q|



7. First Census to enumerate caste in independent India

EN: This will also be the first Census in independent India to enumerate caste.

HI: I8 Wda YRd A Ugel gR SA1fd b TOTAT B diedt STATOTAT gt |

8. Census-as-a-Service (CaaS)

EN: The government aims to make Census data available quickly and in machine-readable formats
through a “Census-as-a-Service"” model.

HI: TRBR “Census-as-a-Service” AISH &b HIEIH J STATUMT SeT a1 2iter 3k wefiq-us+la sy # 3uces &M
&1 8T 1 8l

9. Workforce for Census 2027

EN: Nearly 18,600 technical staff will be deployed for about 550 days, and enumerators (mostly
government teachers) will conduct fieldwork.

HI: @I 18,600 ddb+iteh! wHARt aimiT 550 f&AT ads dara @1, 3R TorMTwd (JXrd: TRBRY fererd) Agrt &ri
Gl



Feature

Purpose

Legal basis

Mandatory?

Census

Population
data

Census Act

Yes

NPR

ldentity
database of
usual residents

Citizenship
Rules, 2003

Yes

NRC

Citizenship
verification

Citizenship Act

Not compulsory
unless govt
Initiates



Q. With reference to the Census of India 2027, consider the following statements:

1. It will be India’'s first fully digital Census.

2. A separate budget has been earmarked specifically for updating the National Population Register
(NPR).

3. It will enumerate caste for the first time in independent India.

4. Census operations will be supported through a “Census-as-a-Service" digital platform.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(@) 1, 3 and 4 only
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2, 3and 4 only
(d)1,2, 3and 4
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Former Iraqi
President
Salih is new
UNHCR chief

Agence France-Presse
GENEVA

Former Iraqi president
Barham Salih is set to be-
come the next United Na-
tions High Commissioner
for Refugees, according to
a document on Friday, tak-
ing over an agency tackling
swingeing budget cuts.

Mr. Salih, 65, was Presi-
dent of Iraq from 2018 to
2022. He will replace Filip-
po Grandi, who is leaving
at the end of December af-
ter 10 years as the UN refu-
gees chief.

A moderate and veteran
Kurdish politician, Mr. Sa-
lih’s long career has includ-
ed several senior positions
in the government and in
the country’s autonomous
Kurdistan region after the
2003 U.S.-led invasion that
toppled long-time ruler
Saddam Hussein.




1. Former Iraqi President becomes new UNHCR head

EN: Former Iraqi President Barham Salih has been appointed as the next UN High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR).
HI: 331% & Y4 Isgufd avEw TTAE & Jgad g 2RUNeT I@rgad (UNHCR) &1 71 Wi fAgam fasan mam 81

2. Appointment announced amid budget crisis

EN: Salih takes over at a time when UNHCR is facing major budget cuts globally.
HI: ITig B8 9 & UgUR AWTA T 5Td UNHCR &6 g51e @elfadl ol AT & 38T &l

3. Tenure of predecessor Filippo Grandi ends

EN: He will replace Filippo Grandi, who is stepping down after 10 years as UNHCR chief in December
2024.
HI: 3 fisfaat gigt o1 2em &7, ST 10 ast &1 BRie GHar 2024 7 9| 8 &2

4. Salih's political background

EN: Barham Salih, aged 65, served as President of Iraq from 2018 to 2022.
HI: 65 auTa ATdg 2018 & 2022 dds 3d & AEUTd 2|



5. Veteran Kurdish leader

EN: He is a moderate Kurdish politician with a long political career in both the Iraqgi federal government

and the autonomous Kurdistan region.
HI: @ Tds HEAHTT §g, AdT &, ST @aT ASHIdd 3T TR B THT IRBR 3R TR Bz &7 gl A &T
gl

6. Political journey shaped after 2003 Iraq war

EN: His prominence grew after the 2003 U.S.-led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein.

HI: 2003 & 3MAR®BI-Aqcd aTat HHUT & 418, 5 T g B T1 I &S, JTAE DI AT Iads YfHbT 3R
HSTgd g5 |



1. What is UNHCR?

e Full form: United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
e Established: 1950
e Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
e Mandate:
e Protect refugees, asylum seekers, stateless persons

e Assist in repatriation, resettlement, integration

2. UNHCR Chief Appointment
e Appointed by: UN Secretary-General + approval of UN General Assembly

o Term: Generally 5 years, renewable

3. Refugee Situation Globally
e Over 110 million displaced persons worldwide (UNHCR 2024 estimate)



Q. With reference to recent global appointments, consider the following statements:
1. Barham Salih, former President of Irag, has been appointed as the new UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.

2. UNHCR is headquartered in Vienna and works primarily under the UN Security Council.
3. Filippo Grandi served as UNHCR chief for ten years before being succeeded by Salih.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 3 only
(b) 1and 2 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Novo Nordisk launches medicine at starting price of 2,200 a week

Ozempicadds to India’s growing
appetite for anti-obesity drugs

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, December 12

ELILILLY'S MOUNJARO, which
has taken an early lead since its
March launch in India, now
faces serious competition.Novo
Nordisk on Friday introduced
Ozempic, pricing the 0.25 mg
starterdoseat ¥2,200 perweek.
Forafour-week course,theentry
dose works out to 8,800, plac-
ing the drug firmly in the pre-
mium segment of India’s fast-
growing obesity and
metabolic-health market. By
comparison, Mounjarois priced
at 314,000 a month for the 2.5
mg initiating dose and rises to
¥27,500forthe 15 mgstrength.

The Ozempic launch comes
just weeks after the rollout of
Wegovy, Novo Nordisk’s dedi-
cated weight-loss injection, in
the Indian market in June.After
a 37% price cut, Wegovy now

MARKET BOOMING

m Ozempic is available in 0.25 mg,

0.5 mg and 1 mg doses in India,
priced between

28,800 2na 211,175

for a month

® Mounjaro of Eli Lilly is available
in vials and multi-dose KwikPens
— monthly cost ranges from

T14,000 (2.5mg) to
?27,500 (15mg)

® Analysts

expect the global
weight-loss and
metabolic drugs
segment to reach

$150 bn
annually by end
of the decade

starts at 10,850 a month and
goes up to ¥16,400. For Ozem-
pic, the 0.5 mg step-up dose
costs ¥10,170 for a four-week
pack, while the 1 mg mainte-
nancedoseispricedat¥11,175.

“Itwasavery tough decision
to bring Ozempic at this price,”
Novo Nordisk India Managing
Director Vikrant Shrotriya said

at the launch, adding that the
company wants more patients
to access the medicine at “an
affordable rate”

India, home to the world’s
second-largest population of
type-2 diabetes patients and a
rapidly rising obesity baseline,
has become a crucial battle-
ground for weight-loss and

metabolic drugs.Analystsexpe-
ct the global segment to reach
$150billionannuallybytheend
of the decade. Ozempic, appr-
ovedinthe USin 2017 fortype-
2 diabetes, has since become a
global bestseller and is widely
used off-label for weight loss.

Continued on Page 7
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1. India’s anti-obesity drug market expanding fast

EN: India’s demand for anti-obesity and metabolic-health drugs is rising rapidly.

HI: YRa ¥ ¢et-3Mafaet sk Aemaifdes-2eer qansi @) wim dsit ¥ 98 &t 21

2. Novo Nordisk launches Ozempic in India

EN: Novo Nordisk has launched Ozempic in India at a starting price of 2,200 per week.
HI: e ATfE%es 7 3sie & WRa | 22,200 Wfd J@ATg 61 QBT BIHd W @id faar 1

3. Cost & dosage details

EN: Ozempic is available in 0.25 mg, 0.5 mg, and 1 mg doses, costing 8,800 to 211,175 for a month.
HI: 3i13if® 0.25 mg, 0.5 mg 3R 1 mg 8151 # 3ume &, fSad! wifdae @rTd ¥8,800 & 311,175 a6 &1

4. Competition from Eli Lilly's Mounjaro

EN: Eli Lilly's Mounjaro, launched earlier in March, costs 14,000 to 27,500 per month, depending on
dosage.

HI: 7T & st g€ o frett &t wisTRY gar & mifdes Hiva Sis & 3nerR 1R 14,000 | 227,500 @ &l

5. Wegovy also recently entered India

EN: Novo Nordisk's dedicated weight-loss injection Wegovy is priced between ¥10,850 and ¥16,400 per
month.

HI: iaY A1fE%s @1 de-wia gataer A, fordht iwa |, 1,850 & 216,400 Wfd 718 2, &7 & WrRa # 3man 2



6. Global market outlook

EN: Analysts estimate the global metabolic and weight-loss drug market will reach $150 billion by 2030.
HI: faeasast &1 3T 2 {3 dfedes Rerifae 3Rk as-aer ardt garslt &1 95k 2030 a® $150 fafdaa a&
Ugd FahdT &l

7. India is a strategic market for such drugs

EN: India has the world’'s second-largest population of type-2 diabetics, making it a key market for
such drugs.

HI: WA ® eTgu-2 srafaets & wdtsil &t waan faea o gudt wad 3ifties 2, f5d a8 qansit & fae vas ngayquf
ISR g9 ST 21

8. Ozempic's global usage & regulatory history

EN: Ozempic, approved in the US in 2017 for type-2 diabetes, is widely used off-label for weight loss.
HI: 3i3fias, 5 2017 & 3mfeT A ergu-2 srafadts & fog wigfd fAwt 2o, &1 siie-add de-aig & fag amus
U gar 21

9. Companies aim to lower per-patient entry barrier

EN: Novo Nordisk says it wants more patients to access Ozempic at "an affordable rate”.

HI: Fat 7w &1 Be1 & 6 ag agdt @ & 3iffie 7dst iSifie &t "gay HiFa" R Tdg J&|



1. Ozempic & Semaglutide

 EN: Ozempic contains Semaglutide, a GLP-1 receptor agonist used for diabetes & weight-loss.

o HI: 315/ & JArererss €idT1 8, 31t GLP-1 RAwR vnifie ¢ 3ik srafdcis a asi9 gem A 3uiit 81

2. GLP-1drugs

o EN: GLP-1drugs reduce appetite, delay gastric emptying & help weight reduction.
o HI: GLP-1gaTd 3 &H &3dl &, e TREIT &l &A1 B3dl & 3R a5 ueM A Heg dRdt &

3. Market trend

e EN: India's anti-obesity drug market is among the fastest growing in Asia.

e HI: ¥RA BT Uet-31efdct ear 919R Tferm # J€d a1t & 9@4 a1el A 21

4. US FDA approvals

e EN: Ozempic (2017) for diabetes; Wegovy (2021) for obesity.
o HI: 3@ (2017) s & fag; Amidt (2021) Hierd & fag 3mReT & wigpd &1



Q. With reference to anti-obesity drugs recently in news, consider the following statements:

1. Ozempic and Wegovy belong to the class of GLP-1 receptor agonists.
2. Ozempic was initially approved for type-2 diabetes but is now widely used off-label for weight loss.

3. India is the world'’s largest market for GLP-1 drugs due to the highest diabetic population.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



INITIATIVE TO COVER CRITICAL MINERALS, CHIPS

India left out of US-led
supply chain coalition

RAVI DUTTA MISHRA
New Delhi, December12

A NEW US-LED strategic
Initiative, Pax Silica, which
aims to bulld a secure supply
chain ranging from critical
minerals and enesgy inputs to
advanced manufacturing and
semiconductors, does not
inchude India

This comes at a time when
an India-US trade deal remains
clusive despite several high-
level talks and rounds of tech
nical negotiations.

Delh) has been vying for
opportunities during the
ongoing global supply chain
realignment as US and Euro
pean companies are looking to
diversify away from China The
West's diversification push has
gathered pace, especially after
China imposed restrictions on
rare earth magnets, disrupting
globai supply chains,

A US Department of State
statement said the inaugural
Pax Silica Summit convenes
counterparts from Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Singapore,
the Netherlands, the United
Kingdom, Istael, the United
Arab Emirates and Australia.
“Together, these countries are
home to the most important
companies and investors pow-
ering the global Al supply
chain,"the statement sald.

Pax Silicaisa US-led strate
gic initiative to build a"secure,
prosperous, and innovation-
driven silicon supply chain"—
from critical minerals and
energy Inputs to advanced
manufacturing, semiconduc
tors, Al infrastructure,
and loglsthcs,

“Rooted in deep coopera
tion with trusted allies, Pax Sil-
ica aims to reduce coercive
dependencies, protect the
matenials and capabilities
foundational to artificial inted-
ligence, and ensure aligned
nations can develop and
deploy transformative tech-
nodogles at scale. Countrieawitl

partner on securing strategic
stacks of the global technology
supply chain, including, bat
not Hmited to, software appli
cations and platforms” the
State Department said.

“Countries affirmed a
shared commitment to pursue
projects to jointly address Al
supply chain opportunities
and vulnerabilities in priority
critical minerals, semiconduc-
tor design, fabrication, and
packaging logistics and trans-
portation, compute, and
energy grids and power gener-
ation,” It sakd.

Measures under Pax Silica
Include pursuing new joint
ventures and strategic co
investment opportunities,
protecting sensitive technolo-
ghesand critical infrastructure
from undue access or control
by countries of concern and
buliding trusted technology
ecosystems, including 1CT sys-

tems, fibre-optic cables, data
centres, foundational models
and applications.

“The initiative responds to
growing  demand  from
partners to deepen economic
and technology cooperation
with the United States and
understanding that Al repre-
sents a transformative force
for our long-term prosperity.
Recognition that trustworthy
systems are essential for safe
guarding our mutual security
and prosperity,” the US State
Department said.

Inan Interview in October,
US Secretary of the Treasury
Scott Bessent had framed
China's new export controls
on critical minerals as
“China versus the rest of the
world”, stating that the US is
pushing back firmly and
expects strong support from
“Europe, India and other
Asian democracies”.



1. What is Pax Silica?

EN: Pax Silica is a new US-led initiative to build a secure, prosperous, innovation-driven silicon and Al
supply chain across critical minerals, semiconductors, energy inputs, logistics, and advanced
manufacturing.

HI: 9T fafdasT T 71 3MRBT1-Aqcd a1l Ugd &, ST 382a JRfard, g 31k Farar-3nenfia fafawia gd
Al TATE B4 9911 8, IS fosfedrat fAmRew, Aeftdssaer, a1l g4e, AifsifeaT 3R 3=1a fafamfor enfie €1

2.India has NOT been included

EN: India has been left out of the initiative despite ongoing India—US dialogues on trade, technology and

supply chain security.
HI: WRd &1 3T Ugd I 913 W1 AT &, S YRA-3MRbT & i &R, dd-1d 3R TS o JRET IR daR
qTadid T &1 2|

3. Countries included in Pax Silica

EN: The coalition includes Japan, South Korea, Singapore, Netherlands, UK, Israel, UAE, and Australia.

HI: 3T e § ST, &feor BiRkar, AR, diedls, fieq, serisd, gus 3ik sigfaar enfier €1



5. Why Pax Silica matters?

EN: The initiative aims to reduce dependence on China, especially after China imposed restrictions on
exports of rare earth magnets and critical minerals impacting global supply chains.

HI: 33 UEW &1 HE& 382 diF IR fAvRar &1 @531 8, THa: ad 31d o 3 ¥R-37ef Aed 3k 31 fsfeda
Ao w fAafa wfdde e 5 dfeass Jwrs 9+ wifdd g8

6. Purpose & Scope of Pax Silica

EN: It aims to build trusted, resilient systems in:

+ Critical minerals

» Semiconductor design & fabrication

» Packaging, logistics & transportation

» Compute & energy grids

» Al infrastructure

» ICT systems and fibre-optic cables
HI: 39T 382 fm &Y 7 wR1AwT 3k warg wonferar g &:

» fofRedd e

» Jrldgaer fEsmga g fAnfor

« Ul Fifsifesy a uRag

» He a FHal fus

o Al S3PRETR

o ICT f%en 3k BrEaR-3iifCd dete



7. Measures identified under Pax Silica

EN: The coalition will pursue:

o New joint ventures

e Strategic co-investment opportunities

e Protection of sensitive technologies

e Shielding critical infrastructure from countries of concern
HI: Ig TaeeH fA= BgH IBTe:

o AT HYd 3UBH

o UTHIfAD TE-f[AdLr TR

o HAGAMA dblb] BT JR&M

o HEQYUT 3raHTTAT B “fIdT arat N &b gHTa J Farn

8. Why India’s exclusion is notable

EN: India is seen as a major partner in global tech realignment, yet it has not been included even though
the US Treasury acknowledged India’s importance in countering China.

HI: dfedds das-id! GARIRaAT § MR B G WM MTTIGR |1 STdT &, TR Wt 58 enfiet 7t fasan ma, siafds samiast
¢RI A T & YT BT HBTEAT B § HRA Bl {fADT Bl WebR fdsar



SI. No. | Critical Mineral | Percentage (2020) | Major Import Sources (2020)

1. Lithium 100% Chile, Russia, China, Ireland, Belgium

2. Cobalt 100% China, Belgium, Netherlands, US, Japan

< 3 Nickel 100% Sweden, China, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines

4. Vanadium 100% Kuwait, Germany, South Africa, Brazil, Thailand

5. Niobium 100% Brazil, Australia, Canada, South Africa, Indonesia

6. Germanium 100% China, South Africa, Australia, France, US

i Rhenium 100% Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

8. Beryllium 100% Russia, UK, Netherlands, South Africa, China

9. Tantalum 100% Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US

10. Strontium 100% China, US, Russia, Estonia, Slovenia

j 55 1)L Zirconium(zircon) | 80% Australia, Indonesia, South Africa, Malaysia, US

| 28 Graphite(natural) | 60% China, Madagascar, Mozambique, Vietnam, Tanzania
13. Manganese 50% South Africa, Gabon, Australia, Brazil, China

14. Chromium 2.5% South Africa, Mozambique, Oman, Switzerland, Turkey
15. Silicon <1% China, Malaysia, Norway, Bhutan, Netherlands

Table.1 The net import reliance for critical minerals of India (2020) (Source: A deport on ‘Unlocking Australia-
India Critical Minerals Partnership Potential’ by Australian Trade and Investiment Commission, July 2021)




India’s Need to Reform Critical Mineral Royalty

 High Import Dependence: India is entirely reliant on imports for lithium, cobalt, nickel, REEs, and

iImports 60% of its graphite requirements.

e Low Auction Success: Only 34 out of 81 blocks (42%) auctioned since 2023 attracted bidders due

to high royalties and lack of pricing clarity.

e Rising Green-Tech Demand: Demand for EV batteries alone is expected to rise five to six times by
2030, requiring large quantities of graphite, zirconium, and REEs.

e Unviable Mining_at Old Rates: A fixed per-tonne royalty made low-grade graphite

extraction commercially unviable during price declines.

e China Risk: They process approximately 90% of the world’'s REEs, and their export controls

disrupted international supply chains.



Bottlenecks in India’s Critical Mineral Ecosystem

» Weak Exploration Capacity: India accounts for <0.9% of global mineral exploration spending,
compared to Australia’s ~13% and Canada’s ~15% (CSEP).

* Poor Processing_Capability: India contributes only 3% of global refined copper output and
processes less than 2% of global REEs, remaining dependent on imports.

* High Capital & Technology Gaps: Private exploration accounts for less than 10% of India’s total
mineral exploration expenditure, whereas in mature mining economies, it exceeds 60%.

» Limited Skilled Workforce: India has fewer than 20 geologists per million population, significantly

below Australia’s 140+ per million, which hinders deep-mining capabilities.

 Fragmented Policy Ecosystem: Critical mineral auctions have only a 42% success rate, with 34 of

81 blocks securing bidders due to regulatory delays and unclear procedures for pricing.



Q. With reference to the newly launched US-led initiative “Pax Silica” consider the following
statements:

1. It aims to build a secure and innovation-driven silicon supply chain covering critical minerals and

semiconductors.
2. India is one of the founding members of Pax Silica.

3. The initiative seeks to reduce global dependence on China for sensitive technology infrastructure.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Assam’s Demow Model to be studied in ICMR
project for attaining ‘zero snakebite deaths’

Rahul Karmakar
GUWAHATI

The Demow Model from
eastern Assam’s Sivasagar
has been chosen as one of
the successful systems of
snakebite prevention and
management to be scientif-
ically studied and poten-
tially scaled up across the
country, under a project
sanctioned by the Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR).

The ICMR sanctioned
the four-year research pro-
ject worth %13.5 crore to
“tackle the devastating pu-
blic health challenge of
snakebite envenoming” in
India. The project, called
the Zero Snakebite Death
Initiative: Community Em-
powerment and Engage-

ment for Mitigation of Sna-
kebite Envenoming, aims
to develop a unified, replic-
able, and highly effective
national model for preven-
tion and management.

The research, spear-
headed by Jaideep Menon
of Kerala’s Amrita Insti-
tute, will span seven States
— Assam, Himachal Pra-
desh, Jharkhand, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Odisha, and
West Bengal.

Regional strategies

The project will analyse
and integrate proven re-
gional strategies, topped
by the Demow Model,
which focuses on robust
community engagement
and referral networks, and
involves community
awareness,  volunteers,

The approach will take into
account snakebite awareness,
response, and action.

and participation.

For Assam, the study
will focus on the Demow
and Gelekey blocks of Siva-
sagar district. Surajit Giri
from the Demow Hospital

has been appointed as the
investigator for the State
on this project.

The other models are
for protective equipment
distribution = (Maharash-
tra), anti-snake venom in-
jection during transport
(Himachal Pradesh), and
using digital tools for bet-
ter coordination and real-
time surveillance (Kerala).

Integrated approach

“The research will be con-
ducted under the banner
of SARPA (Snakebite
Awareness, Response, Pre-
vention, and Action). This
integrated approach seeks
to bridge the critical gap
between affected com-
munities and formal health
systems, ensuring victims
receive life-saving treat-

ment within the crucial
golden hour,” an ICMR spo-
kesperson said.

The research and com-
munity study are sche-
duled to begin in January
2026. ICMR has already al-
located resources, includ-
ing a research scientist and
four technical staff mem-
bers for each participating
State, to ensure rigorous
implementation and data
collection.

This collaborative effort
seeks to produce high-
quality implementation
evidence to significantly
reduce snakebite mortality
and morbidity, addressing
India’s disproportionately
high burden of snakebite
envenoming, estimated at
approximately 58,000
deaths annually.

A INX



1. What is the Demow Model?

EN: The Demow Model from Sivasagar district of Assam is a proven community-based system for

snakebite prevention, early response, and referral management.
HI: 3137 & RaarR f5iat &1 3HI Hisd T A% ATHGIHAd TUTTe! &, 311 A9 & Bled Bf AdbATH, diRd ufafdbar
3R YBe wEeH UR 3MeTRd 21

2. Why is ICMR studying this model?

EN: ICMR has chosen Demow as one of the successful regional models to be scientifically studied and
scaled nationwide under a 4-year project.

HI: 3T$HTH3R A 261 B B &1 Aisel # d U & ®9 B g1 & 51 4-asTa ufiaisn & dga denfas su 3
HETYA B3 QR o2l ° fazaiia fasam smamm|

3. Project name and goal

EN: The project is called Zero Snakebite Death Initiative: Community Empowerment and Engagement
for Mitigation of Snakebite Envenoming, aimed at achieving “zero snakebite deaths” in India.

HI: If¥atsin &1 9 8 3R Adbarge 3¢ gfAfiiefea: swyfFet vramavde ¢s ¢iisde Bik fAfeneM 3 WAdage
QAAAIHT, 5T 6187 WRA § “T1T & BTed | YT JaI" I BT &



4. Duration and Funding

EN: ICMR sanctioned a 4-year research project worth ¥13.5 crore.

HI: 3TEATHIR A 13.5 AT B ANTd aATelt TR-TS T ITHENT GRS B Hfd ¢t 21

5. States covered in the study

EN: The research spans seven states: Assam, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Kerala, Maharashtra,
Odisha, and West Bengal.
HI: Tg oier |Td =3t § fham STemm: 3raw, fRAEe Ueel, STRES, e, HERTSE, 3ifgen 3iv ufeaw ame|

6. What will the project analyse?

EN: It will study proven regional strategies like Demow, focusing on:

« Community engagement
» Referral networks
* Awareness & volunteers
» Local action and preparedness
HI: g Ufas=n ST St &t ATs] o eI B, 5w Bl &:
o ACIfEE Hriterdt
o B Acddb
o Ty HRarg 3R dardt



8. Other models included

EN:

The project also evaluates other regional best practices such as:

Protective equipment distribution (Maharashtra)

Anti-snake venom injection during transport (Himachal Pradesh)
Digital surveillance and coordination tools (Kerala)

HI: afRastr & 3= T2 Y ad s ortfaat et vt sreaE g, A2
GREITHD ITBYT fadR0T (HERTSS)

ufRagd & R Cel-FHd A7 gtae (fFHme ween)

fafSies AR Td aq=a 3UdoT (Bd)

9. Integrated Approach under SARPA

EN: The research will be conducted under SARPA (Snakebite Awareness, Response, Prevention, and

Action), focusing on bridging the gap between communities and formal health systems.

HI: I8 2lef SARPA (Fdsarge daaRAd, Reai=yg, fider ¢ vaer) & dgd g, 5t 38ea axgrl 3k sitgaiiRe

e yunford & it Y TS Y greAT 21

10. Core goal: Ensuring timely treatment

EN: The integrated system aims to ensure that victims receive life-saving treatment within the golden

hour.

HI: $3 Tebigrd WoTTeit &1 o163 & o WifSal &) Mee 3ifar & iR staa-2a/@ 3uaR fAe |

NA



1. Snakebite as a Public Health Issue

EN: WHO categorizes snakebite as a “high priority neglected tropical disease (NTD)".
HI: S&-IQT 31N TTT & Bl B "I UTAfHdwdT aiaT 3ufeid IoThfedetzr AT (NTD)” ATHdT 8|
2. India’s Burden

EN: India accounts for nearly 50% of global snakebite deaths.

HI: dfedes ITT B A B aTeit Hid! & &I 50% WRd | gidl &1

3. Treatment Protocol

EN: Anti-snake venom (ASV) is the only scientifically proven treatment.

HI: Gel-T® a1 (ASV) g danfas 9 A fOg 3uaR gl

4. Assam'’s Health Innovations

EN: Assam has been recognized for community-driven health models, like the Demow Model.

HI: 3199 &) ArgIdd MR TR Hisdl, 31 SHI Aisd, & fAQ AT=IaT fAd 21



Q. With reference to the “Zero Snakebite Death Initiative” recently in news, consider the
following statements:
1. Itis a four-year research initiative sanctioned by ICMR.

2. The initiative includes the Demow Model of Assam as a key component for national replication.

3. The research under this initiative will be conducted only in northeastern states of India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Gulmarg gets Asia’s longest ski drag lift and
hall in big boost to Kashmir’s winter tourism

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Kashmir’s winter tourism
received a shot in the arm
on Saturday, with the in-
auguration of Asia’s longest
ski drag lift and rotating
conference hall at an alti-
tude of 4,390 metres, to
match with world-class fa-
cilities for skiers in
Gulmarg.

“The newly inaugurated
ski drag lift and training fa-
cilities would give a major
boost to winter sports and
professional skiing. The re-
volving conference hall at
Apharwat would signifi-
cantly enhance visitor ex-
perience. Our vision is to

-

Asia’s longest ski drag lift launched by Jammu and Kashmir Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah at Kongdori, Gulmarg on Saturday. pTi

make Gulmarg a global
hub for winter sports while
ensuring conservation of
its fragile ecology and nat-
ural beauty,” Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah said.

Asia’s longest ski drag
lift, measuring 726 metres,
is located at Kongdoori and
has come up at a cost of
%3.65 crore. At Apharwat,
the rotating conference
hall cost 86 lakh. Mr. Ab-

dullah inaugurated tou-
rism infrastructure pro-
jects estimated at over 17
crore at Gulmarg and its
adjoining areas, “to push
J&K’s position as a premier
global winter tourism
destination”.

Sustained investment
The Gulmarg meadow, sur-
rounded by mountains on
three sides, was a major
tourist attraction in 2024.
It hosted over 7.68 lakh vis-
itors last year and was the
main venue for the fourth
edition of the Khelo India
Winter Games.

Mr. Abdullah laid the
foundation stone for fenc-
ing of the Gulmarg golf

course, a project esimated
at 34.77 crore, “aimed at
protecting and enhancing
one of the region’s iconic
tourism assets”.

“Gulmarg remains the
crown jewel of J&K’s tou-
rism landscape and that
sustained investment in
modern, high-quality in-
frastructure is essential to
unlocking its full potential.
These initiatives are not
just infrastructure addi-
tions but strategic invest-
ments that will create year-
round tourism opportuni-
ties, generate employment
for local youth, and elevate
Gulmarg to international
standards,” Mr. Abdullah
said.
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1. Major tourism boost for Kashmir

EN: Kashmir's winter tourism got a major boost with the inauguration of Asia's longest ski drag lift and a
rotating conference hall in Gulmarg.

HI: Tfer & Jad wd wh 311 fofue 3R A aat Bi3ha gidt & 3gaTe & A1el HLHR P st uded &I a8
ieaTeA faa

2. Altitude & world-class facilities

EN: These facilities are built at an altitude of 4,390 metres, matching global skiing standards.

HI: 3 gfaent 4,390 Hiez 6t Z5a1s W T718 TS &, S HaRTGRT ThIg HHG! & AT 8l

3. Ski drag lift specifications

EN: The ski drag lift measures 726 metres and is located at Kongdoori, built at a cost of 23.65 crore.

HI: Th! 211 feue 6 warg 726 Hie & 31k a8 SImeidt o R 2, f5eht einTd 23.65 B 2|

4. Rotating conference hall

EN: A revolving conference hall at Apharwat has been built for ¥86 lakh to enhance the visitor experience.

HI: 3T5aTe ® 86 @I @I dMTd | Udh FYHA aTel1 BI-bd a1dt a411 7T 8, 5t Uded! & A Hd &1 agaR S|



5. Vision for Gulmarg

EN: The initiative aims to make Gulmarg a global hub for winter sports while protecting its fragile ecology
and natural beauty.

HI: 33 Ugd &1 a1 TaH T ! ftadieitel Bl o1 dfead dbg T &, J1e & 3T A15]d uTRiRAfddh! 3R urgsfad
e o1 ARQIOT Mt BAT &

6. Large-scale infrastructure investment

EN: J&K government launched tourism projects worth over 17 crore to strengthen Gulmarg and

adjoining areas as a premier winter destination.
HI: STH]-52HR TRBR A AT 3R AU & &A1 B UHH ffddTeid Uied Rid 9411 8q 17 BAs J 3feid &
T Wistae | fBy €

7. Sustained tourism growth

EN: Gulmarg saw 7.68 lakh visitors in 2024 and hosted the Khelo India Winter Games for the fourth

time.

HI: oA f 7 2024 A 7.68 @™ Udeds 3T 3R J&T Vel AT fde 1R BT e JxpR01 3Afeid g3l



Q. With reference to the recently inaugurated Asia’s longest ski drag lift at Gulmarg,
consider the following statements:

1. The ski drag lift is located at Kongdoori in Jammu & Kashmir.
2. It is more than 700 metres in length.
3. The rotating conference hall associated with the project is located at Gulmarg’'s main market area.

4. The initiative aims to promote winter tourism while ensuring ecological conservation.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(@) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4
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Gunmen Kkill 11 at Jewish event in Sydney

One suspect killed, another critically injured; 29
more including two police officers are wounded

Reuters
Associated Press

SYDNEY

t least 11 people
A were killed and 29
wounded  when

gunmen fired on a Jewish
holiday event at Sydney’s
Bondi Beach on Sunday in
what Australian police and
officials described as a ter-
rorist attack.

One suspected gunman
was killed and another was
in a critical condition, New
South Wales Police Com-
missioner Mal Lanyon told
a press conference. At least
29 people injured, includ-
ing two police officers,
were taken to hospital, he
said.

The police were investi-
gating whether a third gun-
man was involved in the
shooting, and a bomb dis-
posal unit was working on
several suspected impro-
vised explosive devices,
Mr. Lanyon said. Mike Bur-
gess, a top Australian intel-
ligence official, said one of
the suspected attackers
was known to authorities
but had not been deemed

an immediate threat.
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese convened a

meeting of the country’s
National Security Council
and condemned the at-
tack, saying the evil that
was  unleashed  was
“beyond comprehension”.

“This is a targeted attack
on Jewish Australians on
the first day of Hanukkah,
which should be a day of
jov, a celebration of faith,”
he said. “At this dark mo-
ment for our nation, our
police and security agen-
cies are working to deter-
mine anyone associated
with this outrage.”

Witnesses said the
shooting lasted about 10
minutes. The police said
around 1,000 people had
attended the Hanukkah
event alone.

Ghastly attack: Modi

Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi took to X to
condemn the ‘ghastly ter-
rorist attack’. “On behalf of
the people of India, I ex-
tend my sincere condo-
lences to the families who
lost their loved ones. We

T

Australian PM condemns ‘targeted attack’; says,
the evil unleashed was ‘beyond comprehension’

Rescue on: Emergency workers evacuate an injured person after the shooting on Bondi Beach. a¢

stand in solidarity with the
people of Australia in this
hour of grief. India has ze-
ro tolerance towards terro-
rism and supports the fight
against all forms and ma-
nifestations of terrorism.”
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu ac-
cused Australia’s govern-
ment of having fuelled an-
ti-Semitism in the period

leading up to the shooting.

“Three months ago I
wrote to the Australian
Prime Minister that your
policy is pouring oil on the
fire of anti-Semitism,” he
said, referring to a letter to
Mr. Albanese in August fol-
lowing Canberra’s announ-
cement that it would recog-
nise Palestinian statehood.

“Anti-Semitism is a can-

cer that spreads when
leaders are silent and do
not act,” Mr. Netanyahu ad-
ded during a televised pu-
blic address at an event in
southern Israel.

Israeli President Isaac
Herzog said Jewish people
who had gone to light the
first candle of the Hanuk-
kah holiday had been at-
tacked by “vile terrorists”.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Gideon Saar said he was
appalled by the shooting
and that Australia’s govern-
ment must “come to its
senses” after countless
warnings. “These are the
results of the anti-Semitic
rampage in the streets of
Australia over the past two
years, with the anti-Semitic
and inciting calls of ‘Glo-
balise the Intifada’ that
were realised today.”

Video footage filmed by
onlookers appeared to
show two gunmen with
long guns firing from a
footbridge leading to the
beach. One dramatic clip
broadcast on Australian te-
levision showed a man ap-
pearing to tackle and dis-
arm one of the gunmen,
before pointing the man's
weapon at him, then set-
ting the gun on the ground.

One of the world’s most
famous beaches, Bondi is
typically crowded with lo-
cal residents and tourists.

Sunday's shootings were
the most serious of a string
of anti-Semitic attacks on
synagogues, buildings and
cars in Australia since the

Israel PM accuses Australia government of fuelling
anti-Semitism in period leading up to the shooting

beginning of Israel's war in
Gaza in October 2023. Mass
shootings are rare in Aus-
tralia, one of the world’s
safest countries. Sunday’s
attack was the worst such
incident in the country
since 1996, when a gun-
man killed 35 people at a
tourist site in the southern
state of Tasmania.

Sickening: Starmer
World leaders expressed
condolences. British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer said
that the attack on Jewish
gathering “sickening” and
that “the United Kingdom
will always stand with Aus-
tralia and the Jewish com-
munity.” The police in Lon-
don said they would step
up security at Jewish sites.
U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said in a post
on X that “The United
States strongly condemns
the terrorist attack in Aus-
tralia targeting a Jewish ce-
lebration.  Antisemitism
has no place in this world.”
Australia, a country of
28 million people, is home
to about 1,17,000 Jews, ac-
cording to official figures.
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Bill for overhaul of higher education
regulatory framework likely soon
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Nauradehi tiger reserve to be
third cheetah habitat in M.P.

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav has
said that Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve will
become the new home for cheetahs in the State
before the monsoon next year, following the
successful translocation of the big cats from
Africa to Kuno National Park (KNP). The State
Cabinet has given in-principle approval to
develop the Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve,
located at Nauradehi in Sagar district, as the third
habitat in the State for the cheetahs. “We have
only released three cheetahs in the Gandhi Sagar
Tiger Reserve. There could be 50,” Mr. Yadav
said. He said his government is also working to
translocate other wildlife species to the State.




1. New cheetah habitat approved in M.P.

EN: Madhya Pradesh CM Mohan Yadav announced that the Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve (VDTR)
will become the third habitat for cheetahs in the State.

HI: Heg Y&l & HEHAT Higd Irgd = TeoT &l fas aRimT qrifadt g™k Reid (VDTR) I A widl &bl diRT 3mar
el g4I

2. Location — Naudadehi, Sagar district

EN: VDTR is located at Naudadehi in Sagar district, and has received in-principle approval from the State
Cabinet.
HI: VDTR ITR f3iat & 4R1 38t A 3 & 31k 33 I59 "iivsd A fAgidd: "Rl fie 78 21

3. Comes after success at Kuno National Park

EN: This decision follows the successful translocation of cheetahs from Africa to Kuno National Park
(KNP) last year.
HI: g fAvfa fiew af srhieT & At Isia 3a™ (KNP) B Tidl & Jwba RITHIdR0T & 916 foan T 8



4. Other cheetah sites in M.P.

EN: The State currently holds cheetahs at:

1. Kuno National Park (KNP) - primary introduction site

2. Gandhi Sagar Tiger Reserve - three cheetahs released so far
VDTR will now be the third site.
HI: ad\T= | Hid] & 3rar:

3. PA!I A 3T (KNP) — {3 e

4. Tieit TR 2RTR G - 319 da 3 9td B3 MY
VDTR 319 18T (et 81|

5. Capacity for large cheetah population

EN: CM Yadav said Gandhi Sagar Tiger Reserve could host up to 50 cheetahs eventually.
HI: gt I1ga & HER el AR ereR Red # vfdwr 7 50 & did 3@ 371 3&a &

6. Timeline for shifting

EN: Cheetahs are expected to be shifted to VDTR before next monsoon.

HI: VDTR H did} &7 RMHTdR0T 30T AFYA & Ugat &1 d! 391G 2



1. Cheetah Reintroduction in India

e EN: India reintroduced cheetahs in 2022 under Project Cheetah after their extinction in 1952.

o HI: ¥Rd 7 2022 H ¥lsige gidrd dgd 1952 A fddtd gy didl &1 YAard fahar|

2. Why Madhya Pradesh?

e EN: MP hosts suitable grassland ecosystems for cheetahs - Kuno, Gandhi Sagar, Naudadehi.

o HI: A&7 yger arpfA uIRRRIfded dF arer AT & - HA1, it IR, 4R1 38

3. About Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve (VDTR)

e EN: A recently notified tiger reserve formed by combining Nauradehi Wildlife Sanctuary + Durgavati

Wildlife Sanctuary.
e HI: VDTR &Td & A 8ifSid eig'R RR57d €, 5 ART Q&1 3naR0Y + giifad! 3HARYY Y fAcTeh: 9411 1T 2|

4. Why multiple cheetah sites?

e EN: To avoid over-dependence on Kuno and reduce mortality risks.

o HI: Tt R 31feieh fniRaT &0 B4 3R I R M & Ay



Q. With reference to the new cheetah conservation developments in India, consider the
following statements:

1. Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve is located in the Sagar district of Madhya Pradesh.
2. It has been approved as the third cheetah habitat in the State after Kuno National Park and Gandhi
Sagar Tiger Reserve.

3. Cheetahs were reintroduced into India from South Africa and Namibia under Project Cheetah.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3



Bill for overhaul of higher education
regulatory framework likely soon

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

In its new Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan Bill,
2025, set to be introduced
in Parliament this Winter
Session, the Union govern-
ment has proposed an
“overhaul of the regulatory
framework” of higher edu-
cation in India by establish-
ing a 12-member Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA) umbrella commis-
sion, under which separate
regulatory (viniyaman), ac-
creditation (gunvatta), and
standards (manak) coun-
cils will operate.

This Bill, listed in the
Lok Sabha bulletin for the
Winter Session, seeks to
subsume the functions of
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC), the All In-
dia Council for Technical
Education, and the Nation-
al Council for Teachers’
Education.

The VBSA will subsume the

powers of UGC and other
regulatory bodies.

It further proposes that
the UGC's grants-disbursal
function be performed
“through mechanisms de-
vised by the Ministry of
Education”.

Citing its pursuit of the
National Education Policy,
2020, the government, in
the Statement of Objects
and Reasons, said the Bill
would “enable and em-
power universities and
other higher educational

institutions to achieve ex-
cellence in teaching, learn-
ing, research and innova-
tion, as an outcome of
better co-ordination and
determination of stan-
dards in institutions for
higher education or re-
search and scientific and
technical institutions”.

In this Bill, the govern-
ment has provided for the
creation of the Viksit Bha-
rat Shiksha Adhishthan
(VBSA), which will consist
of 12 members. The Viksit
Bharat Viniyaman Parish-
ad (regulatory), the Viksit
Bharat Gunvatta Parishad
(accreditation), and the
Viksit Bharat Manak Par-
ishad (standards) will oper-
ate under this, with up to
14 members each.

The law is proposed to
be applicable to all Central
and State universities, col-
leges, and higher educa-
tion institutions, including
those for technical educa-

tion, teacher education, ar-
chitects’ education, institu-
tions of national
importance, and institutes
of eminence. It has ex-
empted professional pro-
grammes in disciplines
such as medicine, dentis-
try, law, pharmacology,
nursing, and veterinary
sciences.

Foreign universities

While the Bill gives the Ac-
creditation Council a man-
date to develop an “out-
come-based institutional
accreditation framework”,
it has mandated the Regu-
latory Council to set stan-
dards for Centre-approved
foreign universities to op-
erate in India, “facilitate
high-performing universi-
ties” to set up campuses
abroad, and develop a “co-
herent policy to prevent

commercialisation of high-
er education”, among
others.



1. Government to introduce major reform Bill

EN: The Union government will introduce the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025 in the

Winter Session to overhaul India’s higher education regulatory framework.
HI: &g IRBR Atddret I3 H fasfad WRd f2ian 3iferssa (VBSA) fadies, 2025 @M 51T Et 8, difds WRd & 3=
feig e gid A e JER BT 51T Jdb |

2. VBSA: A new umbrella commission

EN: The Bill proposes establishing a 12-member VBSA Commission which will act as an umbrella body

for all higher education regulation.

HI: fa8e T 12-Te=T VBSA 3TN 9417 &1 YdTd 3=9dT &, 511 3 forem & 3t fAama & fae o7 Jem gnit

3. UGC, AICTE, NCTE to be subsumed

EN: VBSA will subsume the functions of UGC, AICTE, and NCTE, ending their independent regulatory

roles.

HI: VBSA UGC, AICTE 3R NCTE & &rif &1 3rua 3idifd aasR 39! Wd fAames fAwT T &R |



4. Three regulatory bodies under VBSA

VBSA will include three councils:

L Viksit Bharat Viniyaman Parishad (Regulatory Council)
& Viksit Bharat Gunwatta Parishad (Accreditation Council)
&J Viksit Bharat Manak Parishad (Standards Council)

EN: These bodies will regulate institutions, accredit universities, and set academic & research standards.

HI: & afReg Fzemt &1 fAamA, facafdenaal o1 vyerra= 3k fRraror-sraem e [eiRa s

5. Funding powers shift away from UGC

EN: The Bill proposes that the UGC's grants-disbursal function will be handled through mechanisms
devised by the Education Ministry — effectively reducing UGC's financial authority.

HI: fadaas ® vara & & UGC &t 3 faavor eifa feien Wamera grT aa a3t & wreay & it — 3@ UGC &t
famdtar it Hifaa & smert

6. Alignment with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020

EN: The government says the Bill follows NEP 2020's vision to create “light but tight” regulation and
empower institutions to improve teaching, learning, and research.
HI: TXPR &1 Be1 & [ a8 fadaas NEP 2020 & “#Tge ae erge” fAam gieaior & sy & 3k fargmr-

HHETT IPpcdl Bl dgrar a1



7. Applicability of the new law

EN: The law will apply to all Central and State universities, colleges, research institutions, including
teacher education and architecture institutions.

HI: g SA oWl Bl vd s faeafaereara, wefdaneal, e Jxema, forars forgn ik anfdeaar deml v @y
=il

8. Exempted categories

EN: Professional disciplines such as medicine, dentistry, law, pharmacology, nursing, and veterinary
sciences are exempted from VBSA purview.

HI: fafasean, <afafasan, fafe, smieiaist, A 3R ug) fafdear 313 Gelar HrRiwH! & VBSA & gRR 3 d18
T T 8

9. Foreign universities provisions

EN: The Accreditation Council will develop an outcome-based accreditation framework for foreign
universities operating in India.

HI: Y& ufee vRa B srivd fageft faeafdensat & faw uftomm-amenfRa v+ g fasfaa st

EN: High-performing foreign universities may set up campuses abroad, and the law aims to prevent
commercialisation of higher education.

HI: 3@ -ygefA aim fagef facafdenea fager ¥ vt ulRaR enfid a= Jdb, 3k &1 &1 3827 3= fign &
HATAARNBT B ABAT 2 ¢



Q. With reference to the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, consider the
following statements:

1.
2.
3.
4.

It seeks to subsume UGC, AICTE, and NCTE under a single umbrella regulatory framework.
The Bill proposes three councils under VBSA: regulatory, accreditation, and standards.
Professional disciplines such as medicine and law fall under the regulatory purview of VBSA.

The Bill aligns with the recommendations of the National Education Policy 2020.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(@) 1, 2 and 4 only
(b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4



India ranks 3rd in Stanford
Global Al Vibrancy tool

INDIA HAS BEEN ranked third
in Stanford University’s 2025
Global Al Vibrancy tool, which
shows progress made across
seven pillars comprising
research and development, tal-
ent,infrastructure,in ayear.
The country has climbed
four steps, leaving behind the
United Kingdom and leading
Asian economies — South
Korea, Singapore,and Japan —
onAl progress,according tothe
report released in November.
India ranks third in the
2024 Global Vibrancy Index
(score of 21.59), followed by

South Korea (17.24) and the
United Kingdom (16.64).India
made a notable leap from sev-
enth place in 2023 to third,
while the United Kingdom rose

one spot from sixth to fifth.

Both countries have
recentlyrenewed majorinitia-
tives to strengthen their posi-
tions in the global Al ecosys-
tem, the report said.

The 2025 release of the
Global Al Index report of Stan-
ford University released in
November has presented coun-
tries' ranking based on 2024
Global Al Vibrancy Ranking.

India now trails only
behind the US and China in AI
progress despite multi-billion
funds put in place by leading
nations. —PTl



1. India achieves major global Al milestone

EN: India has been ranked 3rd in Stanford University's 2025 Global Al Vibrancy tool, reflecting strong

progress in Al development.
HI: Ra%1E faeafdenera & 2025 Twiad THTS aIgadt g A HRd B! dleRT I fAwT 8, 3t 3o &t gamg wifd o
gefar 21

2. Ranking based on seven Al pillars

EN: The tool measures nations on seven pillars — research, development, talent, infrastructure, and

innovation.

HI: T8 3 a1 Tt uR 3menfia & — e, faswm, ufawn, srasan 3k Famr|

3. India climbs four spots

EN: India moved up four places from 7th in 2023 to 3rd in 2024 Al Vibrancy ranking.
HI: ¥Rd 3 2023 ® 7d 39 & g@dR 2024 &t IfHm A dieR i urd faar



4. India leads Asia in Al progress

EN: India now ranks above major Asian economies such as South Korea, Singapore, and Japan.

HI: MRd 31a gferor Sifar, g 3k star sy eferars 3o @ amt &1

5. India's 2024 score and comparative rankings

EN: India scored 21.59, ahead of South Korea (17.24) and the United Kingdom (16.64).
HI: WRd &1 WBR 21.59 g1, 31 gferor sifkan (17.24) 3k gArges fhmew (16.64) @ 3iftias 21

6. U.K. rises one position; India rises four

EN: The UK climbed from 6th to 5th, whereas India made the largest leap among major economies.

HI: fa2a &% d Tad 1= U 37131, STdfds WRd A WA sieferazensit # 9a& 981 B s |

7. Al ecosystem strengthening across countries

EN: The rise in rankings reflects renewed initiatives by several nations to strengthen their Al ecosystems.

HI: &% g2 gRT 3197 T3NS SHITRH B HTgd B & YA &b BRUT b1 § JYUR S 74T 21

8. The ranking is based on 2024 data

EN: The Global Al Index 2025 report uses 2024 Global Al Vibrancy data to rank countries.
HI: 2025 &1 g3 RUTE # geif &t b 2024 & g argddt 321 & eR R B e B



1. What is the Global Al Vibrancy Tool?
e Developed by Stanford University (Human-Centered Al — HAI)

e Measures country-wise Al capability using multi-dimensional indicators.

2. Key indicators used:

e Al research output

e Al talent and workforce
e Startups & innovation

e Computing infrastructure

e Al investment

3. India’s Al positioning globally:
e India is among the top 3 globally

e India has one of the world's largest Al-skilled workforces

e Indiais among the top publishers of Al research globally



Q. With reference to the Global Al Vibrancy tool developed by Stanford University, consider
the following statements:

1. It measures countries' Al progress across seven key pillars including research, talent, and
infrastructure.
2. India ranks third in the latest Al Vibrancy ranking, behind the U.S. and China.

3. India slipped one rank from the previous year due to reduced Al research output.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d)1,2and 3
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Word of the day

Beatific:

experiencing or bestowing celestial joy; marked
by utter benignity; resembling or befitting an
angel or saint

Synonyms: angelic, saintly

Usa g€ He smiled one of his beatific smiles
and left.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/beatificpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /bratifik/
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