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* “Time is not measured by the passing of years but by what one does, what one feels,
and what_one achieves.”
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Global energy concerns mount as Iran hits ships

Three crew members missing from India-bound
Thai cargo ship struck in the Strait of Hormuz

Associated Press
DUBAI/NEW DELHI

ran attacked commer-

cial ships across the

Persian Gulf and tar-
geted Dubai International
Airport in the UAE on Wed-
nesday, escalating a cam-
paign of squeezing the oil-
rich region as global ener-
gy concerns mounted and
American and Israeli air-
strikes pounded the Islam-
ic Republic.

Authorities were search-
ing for three crew mem-
bers from India-bound
Thai cargo ship Mayuree
Naree, which was set
ablaze off the Oman coast
in the Strait of Hormuz af-
ter a projectile strike. The
Omani Navy rescued 20
from the vessel, according
to Thailand's Marine De-
partment.

Taking note of the at-
tack on the ship which was
on its way to Kandla in Guj-
arat, the External Affairs
Ministry said it “deplores
the fact that commercial
shipping is being made a
target of military attacks”.

“Precious lives, includ-
ing of Indian citizens, have
already been lost in multi-
ple such attacks in the ear-

lier phase of this conflict
and the intensity and leth-
ality of the attacks only
seems to be increasing”,
the Ministry said in a state-
ment, adding that target-
ing commercial shipping
and endangering innocent
civilian crew members
must be avoided.

Four injured

Four people were wound-
ed in Dubai when two Ira-
nian drones hit near the
airport, but flights conti-
nued, the Dubai Media Of-
fice said.

The UK. Maritime
Trade Operations centre,
run by the British military,
reported an attack on a
container ship off the UAE,
saying the “extent of the
damage is currently un-
known but under investi-
gation by the crew.”

Separately, Kuwait said
its defences downed eight
drones and Saudi Arabia
said it intercepted five
heading toward its Shay-
bah oil field.

Iran’s joint military
command said it would
target financial institutions
in West Asia after the state-
run IRNA news agency re-
ported that the state-

New Delhi deplores attacks on ships; Iran warns
of targeting financial institutions in West Asia

=y
BANGKOK
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Oman coast after an attack on Wednesday. AFP

owned Bank Sepah in Teh-
ran, sanctioned by the U.S.
over funding armed forces,
came under attack early on
Wednesday, killing staffers,
That would put at risk par-
ticularly Dubai which is
home to many internation-
al financial institutions, as
well as Saudi Arabia and
the island kingdom of
Bahrain

The ship attacks follow
intense American  air-
strikes targeting Iranian
Navy assets and the port ci-

ty of Bandar Abbas on
Tuesday.

0il prices remained well
below Monday's peaks but
the price of Brent crude,
the international standard,
was still up some 20% on
Wednesday from when the
war began, and consumers
around the world were al-
ready feeling the conse-
quences, In an attempt to
manage price jumps, the
International Energy Agen-
cy said its member coun-
tries would unlock 400

—

Targeted vessel: Smoke rising from the Thai carrier Mayuree Naree near the Strait of Hormuz off the

million barrels of oil from
their reserves, the biggest
such release ever.

Ripple effect

Iran has effectively
stopped cargo traffic in the
narrow strait through
which about a fifth of all oil
is shipped.

It has also targeted oil
fields and refineries in Gulf
Arab nations, aiming at
generating enough global
economic pain to pressure
the U.S. and Israel to end

‘LPG output up
25%, Centre to

address issues’

NEW DELHI

India's production of liquified
petroleum gas has increased
25% since the Centre instituted
the supply maintenance order
on March 8, Sujata Sharma,
Joint Secretary at the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas
said on Wednesday. The Centre
was also working to expand
the coverage of delivery
authentication code system to
909 of domestic consumers to
address issues relating to
diversion at the distributor
level, she said. » PAGE 12

their strikes.

Witnesses reported con-
tinuous airstrikes hitting
Tehran after Israel said it
had renewed its attacks,
Explosions were also
heard in Beirut and in
southern Lebanon after Is-
rael said it was hitting tar-
gets connected to Iran-

backed Hezbollah
militants,
The attacks in Lebanon

set a building ablaze in
central Beirut's densely
populated Aicha Bakkar

International Energy Agency members to unlock
400 million barrels of oil from their reserves

area, engulfing the top two
floors. Lebanon's Health
Ministry said four people
were wounded.

Israel also warned of Ira-
nian attacks, and sirens
rang out in Tel Aviv and el-
sewhere, but there were
no immediate reports of
casualties.

Saudi Arabia said it had
destroyed six ballistic mis-
siles launched toward
Prince Sultan Air Base, a
major U.S.- and Saudi-op-
erated facility, and inter-
cepted two drones over
the eastern city of Hafar
al-Batin.

The U.S. military said on
Tuesday it had destroyed
16 Iranian minelayers near
the Strait of Hormuz,
though U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said in social
media posts that there
were no reports yet of Iran
mining the passage.

If the strait is mined, it
could take at least weeks to
clean it up once the con-
flict is over.

(With inputs from Kallol
Bhattacherjee)

NO NEED TO PANIC: PM
» PAGE 5

MORE REPORTS ON

» PAGES 12 & 14



1. Escalation of Iran-Israel-US Conflict in West Asia
ufedH Qe & SIA-8aRISd—3MR e Jay &1 gedT

Background of the conflict

e bl g

Iran attacked commercial ships in the Persian Gulf and Strait of Hormuz, targeting global maritime
trade routes.

&M A BRA Bt W1t 3R ST TsHBH B a1fvifsdids ST R gHa fasa, Sit dfedds THgt AR & Ui
qrif &l

These attacks came amid intensifying military confrontation between Iran and Israel, with indirect
involvement of the United States.

3 gHo §F 3R SeR1gA & dfa ggd A1 eda & 19 g, R smRaeT sverer 9 & onfAd 21

Iran attempted to pressure Western countries and Israel by disrupting global oil supply chains.

&M A dfeads ae 3MYfd SjEe B aiftia Bb feaHt 3o 3R SIRISH UR GETd g4 dI BILALN i |

The attacks raised concerns about energy security, maritime safety, and global economic stability.

S gHe! A JHatl grem, agl gren 3k dfedsw snfele fEzar uR fdar ¢ s



A Thai cargo vessel "Mayuree Naree" heading to Kandla Port (India) caught fire after being struck
by a projectile near the Oman coast in the Strait of Hormuz.

HIRd & BISdl G Bi 3R 371 8T AT BT STETT “Mayuree Naree” 3HE dc & U 81H31 STHSHGHE]
A YiSideIsd gH9al & d1¢ 3T &bl gue | 31T 77T

The Oman Navy rescued 20 crew members, but three crew members were reported missing.
3T FRAT A 20 TS S P ASHN B IIRIT, A diF TSI ATIdT 918 7T |

Several commercial ships reported navigation disruptions and safety concerns in the region.

®E A0 d STETsi A A arem 3R gRem Far &t Ja1 g

Maritime authorities warned that shipping insurance costs may increase significantly due to rising

risk.

TG AfErRIRAT A Aara-t &t fas ged TR & BRUT fAftT §iHT @nTd 9¢ Thdl & |



3. Drone Attacks and Military Activity
21 gAe 3k A= fafafer

Iranian drones struck near Dubai International Airport, injuring several civilians and temporarily
disrupting flights.

&t g A gqad staversi garé AR & U gee fban S &g A s g 3Rk 35 waifda g5
Kuwait intercepted drones targeting the Shaybah oil field.

Pdd A MG A &3 B (711 g9 AT §1F B AT

Saudi Arabia intercepted ballistic missiles launched toward Prince Sultan Air Base.

TH4T 3R A 5T Yoo TR &9 & 3R gt 8 dfcfes fmamget &1 e

Israel carried out retaliatory strikes on Iran-linked targets in Lebanon and Syria, particularly
Hezbollah positions.

ZIRIEH A AaAA 3R Wi ¥ 3 awfelfa @eat, fadves: fEsgeong fowmt ur samet gxen fam

4. Global Oil Market Impact

#eae A ISR IR YT

The conflict disrupted cargo traffic in the Strait of Hormuz, which handles around 20% of global oil
shipments.

HEY & BRI B STASHERET H BT ATarana anfera g3, S1et & faea & & 20% d &1 ufkag g 21
Brent crude prices increased by about 20% after the escalation of the conflict.

Ty gg4 & 91¢ de Pl dd Bl BIHA AT 20% G TS |

Global markets feared a repeat of the 1973 oil crisis, which caused global recession and inflation.
dfeqer 915TRY Y 1973 A Hepe St fR&fd @1 23 2, 5 Afeass vt ik wgme der &t it

Oil-importing countries such as India, Japan and South Korea are highly vulnerable to disruptions in
this route.

WRd, ST 3R gfaror Sifear 318 d@ snardse o g1 arf & aren @ srafie wifdd 818 21



5. Response by International Energy Agency
HARTET Ha1t Gt ot ufdfesan
e The International Energy Agency (IEA) suggested releasing 400 million barrels of oil from
strategic reserves.
AR H31t gt (IEA) 7 400 fafeas Ret et 0Hifad WeR A TR A BT J3a S|
e This could be the largest coordinated release of oil reserves in history.
IE 3fdgRT W dd ¥R &I 94 95t gafad Reltst & Jdbdl 21
e The aim is to stabilize oil prices and prevent global energy shortages.

SIBT 329F A HIHd) B! R BT 3R Afede Ha1f Hbe bl AbAT 2|

6. India’s Energy Security Response
HRA &Y 3311 YR 0T

e India increased LPG production by around 25% to ensure domestic supply.

HRd A 8Re] 3MYfd JfAfedd A & e gerdisit IdTgd @ 25% dgrIT|

e The government expanded the authentication code system in LPG distribution to reduce diversion.
IAIBR 1 Taorutsit fadror A TRt A & feig iiefedhem big el &1 faxar faar

» India imports around 85% of its crude oil requirements, making it highly vulnerable to geopolitical

tensions.

YRA 3Tt 85% B dd Dl SI®d AT BT &, TATE Y-ISTHIddb Jdbe BT 3ifeids Y1 USdT 2|



Country
Saudi Arabia
Iran

Iraq

UAE

Oil Production (Approx)
10-11 million barrels/day
3—4 million barrels/day
4-5 million barrels/day

3 million barrels/day

Importance

Largest exporter
Major OPEC member
Huge reserves

Major energy supplier



SC upholds ‘right to die’ for man in vegetative state

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday upheld the
right to die with dignity of
32-year-old Harish Rana,
who has been in a persis-
tent vegetative state for
nearly 13 years, by allowing
the withdrawal of clinically
assisted nutrition and hy-
dration (CANH).

A Bench of Justices ].B.
Pardiwala and K.V. Viswa-
nathan delivered the judg-
ment.

Mr. Rana had sustained
severe head injuries and
100% quadriplegic disabili-
ty after sustaining a fall

cM

from the fourth floor of his
paying guest accommoda-
tion in 2013.

“To Harish’s family, we
want to acknowledge the
deep emotional weight this
decision carries. This deci-
sion can feel like an act of
surrender, but we believe it
is, in truth, an act of pro-
found compassion and
courage. You are not giving
up on your son. You are al-
lowing him to leave with
dignity. It reflects the
depth of your selfless love
and devotion towards
him,” Justice Pardiwala
read from his 286-page
opinion.

This was the first time

B

@

J.B. PARDIWALA
Supreme Court judge

We want to acknowledge
the deep emotional
weight this decision carries.

This decision can feel like an act
of surrender, but we believe it
is, in truth, an act of profound
compassion and courage

the Supreme Court had im-
plemented its own 2018
Constitution Bench guide-
lines for what it had then
called ‘passive euthanasia’.

Justice Viswanathan
joined his lead colleague
on the Bench in a separate
and concurrent opinion

that the family had left no
stone unturned to care for
their son and brother. “It is
only when the matter
reached a point of no re-
turn, that to relieve Harish
from what he is undergo-
ing, they have resorted to
this legal course of action,”

he said. The court directed
AIIMS Delhi to shift Mr. Ra-
na from his residence to
their palliative care centre.

The process of withdra-
wal of CANH must be part
of a well-structured, tai-
lored, robust and articulat-
ed palliative care plan for a
PVS patient. Firmly ap-
pending the withdrawal of
life support to palliative
care, the court said the pa-
tient must be looked after
in a sensitive manner with
concerns for his or her dig-
nity given foremost
importance.

DISTINCTION IN EUTHANASIA
» PAGE 6



Judge distinguishes between
active and passive euthanasia

NEW DELHI

The distinction between
“active” and “passive”
euthanasia goes beyond
the simplistic binary of
“act” versus “omission”,
Supreme Court judge Jus-
tice J.B. Pardiwala said on
Wednesday.

“The true distinction
between active and passive
euthanasia lies not merely
in the nature of the con-
duct, i.e., acts or omis-
sions, but also in the
source of the harm that
leads to death,” Justice Par-
diwala said in a judgment.

The judge characterised
active euthanasia as caus-
ing death by introducing a
new, external agency of
harm, such as a lethal in-
jection.

“In such cases, death is
not the result of the pa-
tient’s underlying illness,
but of an intervention that
sets a new chain of events
in motion. It is for this rea-
son that active euthanasia

By removing life support, the
physician is not creating a new
risk of death, the judge said. AP

is understood as an inter-
vention that disrupts the
natural path towards
death,” Justice Pardiwala
observed in the judgment.

Underlying condition

Conversely, he explained
that passive euthanasia
should be understood as
allowing death to occur. By
withdrawing or withhold-
ing life support, the physi-
cian is not creating a new
risk of death. Rather, the
doctors are choosing to al-

low the underlying fatal
condition to take its natu-
ral course by no longer
continuing the medical in-
terventions that were artifi-
cially prolonging life.

“The undeniable fact is
that the patient’s affliction,
i.e., the underlying medi-
cal condition, is not caused
by any act or omission of
the doctor. Rather, the un-
derlying condition is due
to factors independent of
the doctor or their ac-
tions,” Justice Pardiwala
said. However, withdraw-
ing treatment should not
violate the duty of care a
doctor owes a patient in all
circumstances. “The sur-
rendering of any medical
effort must not be at log-
gerheads with the duty of
care which joists all medi-
cal action,” Justice Pardi-
wala emphasised.

The judgment said ac-
tive euthanasia involved a
“positive, overt act” de-
signed to curtail the natu-
ral lifespan and extinguish
life.

‘Right to dignified
death prevails over
interest of the state’

Krishnadas Raj I

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court held
on Wednesday that the
state’s absolute interest to
preserve life must become
subservient to a patient’s
right to dignity at a tipping
point when medical inter-
ventions become increas-
ingly futile and invasive
while the chances of recov-
ery keep dropping.

“When the degree of bo-
dily invasion progressively
increases, and the progno-
sis for recovery progres-
sively decreases, there aris-
es a certain point when the
state’s absolute interest in
preserving life must be-
come subservient to the
dignity of the individual,
though he is unconscious
or incompetent,” Justice
J.B. Pardiwala said in a
judgment upholding the
withdrawal of life support
to a 32-year-old man in a

persistent vegetative state
for over 12 years.

The court said that the
interest of the state must
not be allowed to overpow-
er the dignity which must
be equally assured to indi-
viduals in the process of
life and death.

“Dignity is the most
sacred possession of a hu-
man being. Its possession
can neither be said to lose
its sanctity in the process
of death nor when death
occurs,” Justice Pardiwala
observed.

Temporarily keeping
alive a terminally ill patient
who was brain dead or in
PVS, solely because doc-
tors are able to leverage the
technological  advance-
ments in medicine, and
compelling such patients
to endure a slow, agonising
death, cannot fully be com-
patible with the Constitu-
tional ideal of dignity, Jus-
tice Pardiwala said.



The Supreme Court of India upheld the right to die with dignity for Harish Rana (32 years) who had
been in a persistent vegetative state (PVS) for nearly 13 years.

HRd & JUTH BIE A 32 gty giter om & faig mRATgef g & fEdR B! qRBIR 3@, 3 @ 13 astf @
LRIt aqwafd 3razem (PVS) 7 2|

The Court allowed withdrawal of Clinically Assisted Nutrition and Hydration (CANH) which kept the
patient alive.

BI¢ A faafadmal AR RfgA Us 8832 (CANH) g2 &1 3rqAfd &, 53 wtst sitfad e

The decision was delivered by a bench of Justice J.B. Pardiwala and Justice K.V. Viswanathan.

I fAufa <amragfd 3.4t uRdiaran 3ik =mafd &.at. faganreq &t uis 7 faam

The patient had suffered severe head injury and 100% quadriplegia after falling from a building in
2013.

7351 B 2013 ® 3ARA A fiRA & 91g iRk IR &t wite 31k 100% anfgfiar & T o)



2. Persistent Vegetative State (PVS)
R g fd 3razen

Definition
gfdmer

« Persistent Vegetative State is a condition where a patient loses cognitive functions but retains basic
biological functions like breathing and heartbeat.
Rt gwfa razen ag Rafd & 5 v damTere o @ a1 @ Afe aig 3k gea kit g@ Sifas
foang g+t 2gat 21

« Patients cannot communicate, move voluntarily or respond consciously.
st Harg 78l R adba, West A f@e 7€ waa 3k da7 wfdafear 78 3 |

« Life is sustained through medical support like feeding tubes and hydration.

St BifET ega 3k fafdsean agrrar A g1g 3@ Siar 2|

3. Passive Euthanasia in India
vRd ? fAfsha geome

Meaning
3ef

« Passive euthanasia means withdrawing or withholding medical treatment that prolongs life.
fAfsra gmeg &1 3ref & THT IUTR A1 A1 §eHI 311 5i1a4 B A0 U A T@IaT & |

« |t does not involve actively administering substances to cause death.

9 g @ & g @18 aftsa gar gt &t st |



4. Supreme Court Guidelines Applied in This Case
S HIHA A @17 Jutn BI¢ & fGen-fAder

« The Court applied its 2018 Constitution Bench judgment guidelines on passive euthanasia.
B¢ 3 2018 & Hfaen uts & haa # 3y me fAfSsa gwmay & fGen-fAder any fag)
» The process must include:
1. Medical board evaluation
AfShd 918 BT JraidhA
2. Consent of family members
gffar &t Henfd
3. Judicial oversight
=ifaes AR
4. Detailed palliative care plan
fawga 3uemIes SEHTA AT
» The Court directed AIIMS Delhi to shift the patient to a palliative care centre.
BIE A WAt BT AIMS fEeet & urdiefeéa dar e A emiaRka o a1 fAger &

5. Concept of Palliative Care
JYLMHSD SEHTH

« Palliative care focuses on relieving pain and improving quality of life for terminally ill patients.
UTdiefed aR &1 38 TR AT & g€ o B BT 31R it I uTaar JURAT &1

« |t does not aim to cure the disease but to reduce suffering.

BT 320 FHIRY BT ST g dfcep UTST BH BT €1l 2



* Constitutional Basis of Right to Die with Dignity
« TIRHYU! Y BT HAUTHD MUR

* Article 21

. 3w9G 21

. Artlcle 21 guara s Right to Life and Personal Liberty.
21 St 3 GdFdl BT ATUBR ST 2|

. The Supreme Court interpreted this to include Right to Die with Dignity in certain
circumstances.

139 oo gRfRufaal O iargel g & SifereR & 0 & raiid fabarl



4. Supreme Court Explanation of Harm
qHAM B Hld B JIH BIE B AT

o The Court stated that death must result from the patient’s underlying condition rather than a

deliberate act of a doctor.

®IE A Bl fob g 7St &1 {ed dHHRY & BRUT &1 =1fg, 7 fobs sTaer & sTHgga: fbg e Bl & |
e Withdrawal of treatment allows the natural course of the iliness to take place.

3UAR g & §HR 6t Wigsfad withar TR Eat & |

* Therefore passive euthanasia is considered allowing death to occur rather than causing death.

gafoie fAfha Mg Jeg €1 31 &, 7 o6 g AT |

5. Right to Dignified Death vs State Interest
TRATYUT g 4T I b1 fEd

e The Court ruled that the state’s interest in preserving life cannot override the dignity of an

individual.
B A Bgl fb Sita ga A A7 &1 fga Afad ot TRAT J FHUR 7ET 8 I |

 When medical intervention becomes futile and invasive, dignity becomes more important.
319 fafdsca gwaag fARef® 31k srafties 3™ 8 ste, a9 TRAT 3ifeie Agayquf & rdt 1

» A person should not be forced to undergo prolonged suffering due to artificial life support.

fas3t efad b1 AW sitad THfF & BRUT dd THY ddb UIST Jga & feie AsTgR 48 fasan ST anfgg |



Case Key Principle

2011 Aruna Shanbaug Case Pa§5|ve (?uthana5|a allowed under
strict guidelines

2018 Common Cause Case Living Wlll and passive euthanasia
recognized

2023 Modified guidelines Simplified process for living will

2025 Harish Rana Case Wlthdra.wal of life sup.port in
vegetative state permitted

\ /




Type Meaning

Active Euthanasia Direct action to cause death
Passive Euthanasia Withdrawal of life support
Voluntary With patient's consent
Non-voluntary Patient unable to consent

——y /




Country
Netherlands
Belgium

Canada

USA (some states)

India

Type Allowed

Active euthanasia
Active euthanasia
Physician-assisted death
Assisted dying

Passive euthanasia only



10. Ethical and Social Debate
Afdes 31k amIfEie 9ga

Arguments in favour
A | ddb
¢ Right to autonomy
FfaaTTd TddT BT AfEBR
¢ Relief from unbearable suffering
AT digT A Mg

e Dignity in death
H | TRAT
Arguments against
faRrer & adb
¢ Possibility of misuse
GIUANT &I AWTAT
e Religious and moral objections
enfies 3k Afde smafaar

e Medical ethics concerns

fafdsear Afdepdr &t faar



Consider the following statements regarding euthanasia in
India:

1.Passive euthanasia is legally permitted under Supreme Court
guidelines.

2.Active euthanasia is legal in India.

3.Living will is recognised in India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1 only

B.1and 3 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2and 3
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Reforming choice-based education

holce” and *flexibility’
have become the new
buzzwords in
educational reforms
and policy documents, Across the
country, educators are focusing —
maore than ever before — on
catering to the individual needs
and aspirations of students, The
traditional one-size-fits-all model is
giving way to an approach that
values the diversity of student
aptitudes and interests.

The new paradigm encourages
multiple pathways, allowing
students to pursue combinations
of courses and careers that align
with their passions and potential.
A science major can now minor in
music, for instance - a shift
symbolic of the move from
teacher-centric to learner-centric
education, The focus has
expanded beyond disciplinary

embracing

boundaries,

transdisciplinary
rationale is dear: learning
confined to a single discipline risks
Isolating students from related
fields, while cross-disciplinary
study offers a larger and fuller
perspective of the world.

However, when such ideals are
Imposed upon a rigid academic
framework like ours, the choice
offered is Hobson's choice —
choice in name only. Teacher
workload, conventional pedagogy,
poor student to teacher ratios, and
outdated evaluation systems
conspire to reduce flexibility to a
mese paper promise,

The illusion of choice

The introduction of the
Choice-Based Credit and Semester
System (CBCSS) in Kerala in 2009
was heralded as a landmark
reform meant to offer students
more freedom. In theory, credits
were to reflect weekly teaching
hours. In practice, the system
accommodated anomalies: a
four-credit course could run for

. The

J iia
ignored to maintain the fllusion of

Abida Farooqui

Senate Member of the
University of Calicut,
and Professor and
Head, P.G and
Research Dopartment
of English, Govt. Arts
& Stience College,
Kondatty

Teacher
workload,
conventional
pedagogy. poor
student to
teacher ratlos,
and outdated
evaluation
systems
conspire to
reduce flexibility
to a mere paper
promise

freedom. Moreover, the so-called
buffet of choices were hardly
choices in the real sense. Beyond a
set of compulsory core courses,
students were offered a limited
selection of ‘electives’, often
chosen by the departments
themselves. The much-advertised
“open course” - a two-credit
paper in the fifth semester offered
10 students of other departments
— was the only semblance of
dlooce.'l'hus.dupﬂtednrlmx

The same rhetoric of ne:xibllhy
once again 1ok centre stage, with
the launch of the Four-Year
Undergraduate Programme
(FYUGP) in Kerala in 2024, as
mandated by the National
Education Policy, 2020, The new
structure allowed students to
switch majors and minors,
theoretically enhancing autonomy.
Yet, unlike earlier curriculum
changes, this reform demanded
deep structural changes, making it
highly challenging. The traditional
idea of teachers delivering lectures
in fixed classrooms gave way to
students moving across
departments in search of suitable
courses and teachers,

It goes without saying that
structural changes pose
insurmountable challenges. A case
in point was a clause in the
\mivasuy regulations of Kerala

to promote interdisciplinary
lurnmg it inadvertently hindered
ion.

Disciplines like Commerce and
Functional English, which had
previously allowed aligned
minors, found this rule

Need for systemic changes

For any reform to succeed,
systemic changes are essential.
During the author's tenure as
Chairperson of the Board of
Studies in Engdish at the University
of Calicut in 2017, two key
Innovations were introduced.

The first was a skill-oriented
question paper for the course on
Communication Skills, The
traditional format, filled with essay
questions on theorles and models,
failed to test actual
communication ability. It was
replaced with a purely
activity-based paper designed to
assess real skills, Yet even this
change ran into bureaucratic
hurdles: permission for an
accompanying answer booklet
was denied on “confidentiality”
grounds, forcing evatuators to flip
endiessly between question
papers (which carried more than
twice the number of questions of
its earlier counterpart) and answer
sheets.

The second innovation was a
course titled ‘Introducing
Literature’ - a hands-on,
concept-driven paper designed to
teach how to read literature rather
than merely what to read. Instead
of memorising texts and
answering questions on the basis
of prescribed texts, students were
taught lterary concepts and were

and political angles. Ironically, this
radical step met more resistance
from teachers than students, as it
demanded a shift from
conventional methods to
concept-based teaching, teaching
us the valuable lesson that teacher
preparedness and training should
have been ensured prior to rolling
out the reforms.

Facing ground realities
Today, th:FYUGPaspxmmuukc

ground
methodology remain largely

unchanged. One can only reap the
results if adequate teacher training
is provided, if class sizes are
smaller, and if research were to be
integrated into teaching
workloads.



1. Concept of Choice and Flexibility in Education
forenm A fawseq 3k @efieTa &Y sraemon

e Modern education reforms emphasise choice and flexibility to meet diverse student interests and

career goals.
aneffies forem Yest A fadea 3k ereiamd W SR fGar 311 381 & a1fds Bl & fafde Sfaal 3k BRaR @edi &t
Q31 s ST b |
e Traditional one-size-fits-all education model is gradually being replaced by student-centric
learning.
URUR® Qb g Aisd areit forelm wotret &f eR-eR Bra-dbiga feren & agar s a2l
e Students are encouraged to combine courses from multiple disciplines.
B! B! fahi=1 fawl & J4is 3 uerd &1 & g Wicanfd fdsan s @ 8|
e Example:
3aleur:
» A science student can take a minor in music or humanities.
o I &1 B ritd a1 AAfdd! A AgR fasa & Jear gl
» This reflects the shift from teacher-centric to learner-centric education.

Ig ferarp-biad feran @ sA-Bfed foran &) 3R geara &1 e2far 81



2. Interdisciplinary and Multidisciplinary Learning
siarfawes 3k agfawad fergm
» Modern education emphasises multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary learning.

ameffes fRign agfawads 3R siavfdsads sreaa W 3R &dt 81

e Learning confined to a single discipline limits broader understanding of real-world problems.
Fdd U fasT de IifAd feren ardfds TaRnsi & 2ATas THsT B! Jifad Bl & |

e Cross-disciplinary education helps students develop:

BTE B A Bierd fasfdd g &

critical thinking

creativity
innovation
ATARIATHSD T
o IATHBAT

e AR



3. Choice-Based Credit System (CBCS)
dlsT-d438 Pplsc fGTeH

Introduction

e The Choice-Based Credit System (CBCS) was introduced in India to provide academic flexibility
and student autonomy.
AIsd-a4%8 Hfse fGwen (CBCS) & MRA H 2leiftics ereteia 3R 813 Wraar &7 & fag @] fdsar mam

o Kerala implemented CBCS in 2009 as a major higher-education reform.

B3 4 2009 R CBCS b1 3= {2181 J&R & Y H o fapm|

Objective
» Allow students to choose courses and earn credits.
BT & fawa g 31k HfEe 3ifsfa & 61 3rgafd a1l
e Encourage mobility across disciplines.

fahi= fawan & <t nfdeiterdr & gerar ¢Aml



4. Limitations of CBCS Implementation
CBCS @11 &34 &I HHg

Despite its goals, several problems emerged.
39 Il & TG B IHIITY JHA 33|

Structural Problems

» Teacher workload
feiaret &1 AfEis BRIMR

» Poor student-teacher ratio
B1E-f81® IqUTd T

« Conventional teaching methods
urRuRes feigror ugfa

* Qutdated evaluation systems

QR GdieT Tt

These factors reduced flexibility to a symbolic reform.

g4 BRUN & AT Bad BT R a2 I8 14T |

5. Hobson's Choice in Education
glenA &1 fasea
« Many electives were pre-selected by departments, leaving students with limited real choices.
&8 dbfedd faed faim gRT uga & 99 81d &, 59 oE & U ardfde fawes &0 &)

« The so-called “choice" often became Hobson's choice (choice in name only).

denasferd “famea” 3R gledd &I faded (Fae AW &1 faeed) a4 mam



6. Four-Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP)
IR qufa FHATddE BrAHH

Introduction
« The Four-Year Undergraduate Programme (FYUGP) was introduced in Kerala in 2024 under the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
IR qETg FATdP BB (FYUGP) &1 2024 # 63c@ ? NEP 2020 & dgd @] fasan mam |

Objectives

» Allow students to switch majors and minors.
BTE] B! B3R 3R AR age ot 3t STl
« Promote academic autonomy.
2terfores warrwar agr
» Encourage research-based undergraduate education.

HFHET e Frads RAgn B ggrar AT

7. Structural Challenges in FYUGP
FYUGP ® TRa-Teqas gAlfaai

« University regulations sometimes restrict interdisciplinary choices.
faeafderera fam &¢ IR siafauas fawedl & difid B 2|

« For example, minors from allied disciplines were restricted in some universities.
3GTER01 & fAC o® faeafdenaadl 7 Fdftra fawa A Arg=r @7 W wfdder @ )

« This created contradictions between policy goals and implementation.

39 Hifd 3k arafas fsarags A fademma der gam



8. Reforms in Evaluation and Pedagogy
oA 3R fereror & gem

Two important innovations were introduced:

& Hgayof AR fBg M

1 Skill-Based Examination
o Essay-based theoretical exams were replaced by activity-based assessments.
fAeer amenRa utenm ot nfafafer smenRa geics= I 9T Tl
e Objective:
JeQq:
¢ Test practical communication skills
e Assess real learning outcomes
o AEIR® TR BIAA BT U&7
o IRAfdd HWA BT ATBA

2 Concept-Driven Courses

e Courses like “Introducing Literature” focused on interpretation and critical reading instead of

memorisation.

“Introducing Literature” 31& UT&shH! & e & I AR 3iR ATATIATIHS YIS R SR f&ar mam|



9. Need for Systemic Educational Reform
aferd feIam YR &bt magdsdr

Educational reforms cannot succeed without system-wide changes.
U YOTEATTd dgatrd & a1 fIgm JeR Iwbet A&l & Jbd |

Key requirements

e Teacher training
feiere ufergror
e Smaller class sizes

BIc a1 3TBR
* Research integration in teaching
for&1oT A AL BT HATAL

e Modern assessment systems

Te[fAh Hodics= JUTT!
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A revision of GDP and its implications

[hie revised GIP series with 2002279 as the buse yew in thy
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Recasting the economy

After an 11-year gap, the National Statistical Office has released a
revised GDP series with 2022-23 as the base year, underlining changes
in the economy’s size and structure

Chart 1: Decline in size of the economy (%)
(As compared to GDP of 2011-12 series)
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Chart 2: Nominal GDP growth rates for the two series (%)
¥ Growth rates 2011-12 series ® Growth rates 2022-23 series
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Chart 3: Sectoral shares for 2022-23 (As % of GVA)
M 2011-12 series ® 2022-23 series
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Chart 4: Decline in sectoral GVA shares
(As compared to sectoral GVA shares of 2011-12 series) ® 2023-24 % 2022-23
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1. What is GDP? Basic Concept
Sttt @ &2 ot sraemon

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the total monetary value of all final goods and services produced
within a country in a given year.

Wbl Bl 301G (GDP) fawt 3o A vas oy /f 3anfaa it aifaw awqai ik dansit & Fet wifgs goa &1
gefar &

It measures the size and health of an economy.

Ig refarazen & MHR 3R @R B AT B

GDP is calculated using production, income and expenditure approaches.

GDP & TTUTT 3TeH, 31y 31k g faferay | &6t sdt 21

India follows the UN System of National Accounts (SNA) framework.

WRd WY g &b AT AET YT (SNA) &id &1 Ut 2l 2|

2. GDP Base Year Revision in India
WRd § Seidt snem ay defeq

The National Statistical Office (NSO) periodically revises the GDP base year to reflect structural
changes in the economy.

T TifEAdH Frafed (NSO) THT-THT UR srefaraen ? geara &! goffd & faw GDP &1 3neR ay Heffera
C2GINe

The new GDP series uses 2022-23 as the base year, replacing the earlier 2011-12 base year.

¢ GDP W1 A 2022-23 B TR a9 g1 71 8, 51 g & 2011-12 3eR a9 &l S1E Aar |

Base year revisions generally occur every 8-10 years.

e af Heier AR Uz 8-10 g A fasan siman 21



3. Why GDP Base Year is Changed

GDP &7 3R I 1Y a1 STTdT &

Reasons

PRUT

1. Structural changes in the economy
Hef RN bl JTAT H dgaTd

2. Inclusion of new industries and technologies
98 JeTY 3R depAtep! Y oNMfie AT

3. Improved statistical methods and datasets
dE@R it faferr ik 3ar

4. Better measurement of economic activities

anferes Tfafaferi w1 3rfeles Tete ATga



4. Key Findings from the New GDP Series
9% GDP Il & Y fAspd

1 Reduction in GDP Size

e The revised GDP estimates show that the absolute size of the economy is about 3-4% smaller than
earlier estimates.

Fenfera GDP & 3R 3fefaarell &1 diRdfdd BR Ugd &b A & dNTT 3-4% BIET & |

2 Changes in Sectoral Structure

e The share of agriculture and industry increased slightly.
i 31k 32 & fEwm e agT 2 |
e The share of services sector declined slightly.

A1 &7 b1 G NS HeT B |

3 Manufacturing Share

» Manufacturing's share in GDP increased slightly to around 14.7%.

fafaator &= &1 &1 gedR AT 14.7% &1 T



5. Sectoral Composition of GDP

Sector

Agriculture
Industry
Manufacturing

Services

e
PN

Share in GDP (Old Series)

~18%

~27.7%

~14.3%

~54.3%
QR Sjre
~18%
~27.7%
~14.3%
~54.3%

Share in GDP (New Series)

~20%
~28%
~14.7%
~51.8%
S SjIe
~20%
~28%
~14.7%

~51.8%



6. Institutional Classification Changes
TRMTd aifesRor § agara
The revised GDP series shows changes in output classification.

Hehferd GDP Sj@eT § IaieA anifasor | agaa fezrmar &1

Institution Old Share New Share
Private Non-Financial Corporations ~35.4% ~33.9%
Household Sector ~44.3% ~45%
wzen qRTAT R - fgwan

fAsit th-fasfta dufiat ~35.4% ~33.9%

0, &F ~44.3% ~45%

7.Impact on Economic Growth Measurement

anfefes faesry HIa= OR v
« Growth rates in the new series remain broadly similar to earlier estimates.

7% sjgen ® 9fg &2 o Uga Skt @ 2|
+ However, the absolute size of the economy has slightly decreased.
Wfb sreferazen &1 ardfdd ATBR e B Far T 2 |
» The revision suggests previous GDP estimates may have been slightly overestimated.

g Hhd a1 & & Ugat & GDP AT 13 3iferes & |



8. Concerns Raised by IMF
ITETHTE & faang

« The International Monetary Fund (IMF) raised concerns about the quality of India’s national
accounts statistics.
HARTETA HGT B (IMF) A HRd & IS Wal ol oTadr UR o srars |

« IMF gave India a “C" rating for national accounts quality.
IMF 3 MIRd &1 IS JTdl &bt Joraen | “C" e g

« This indicates methodological weaknesses in GDP estimation.

TE GDP TMUHT Ugfd ® BRI &Y goifdr 21

9. Implications of GDP Revision
GDP Heier & v

Economic Implications

anfefes yma

« India's ambition to become a $5 trillion economy may take longer.
HRd @1 5 fEfaaa sTear refarazen 947 &1 7y 2181 SR & W1 & g 2|
» Lower GDP size can impact debt-to-GDP ratio and fiscal calculations.

GDP @1 3THR &H €1 & FOT-GDP 3urd 31k fasdfta mommg waifaa & gadt 81

Policy Implications
AT wara

« Better data will help in improved economic policy formulation.

dEd? 221 @ 3ftie wetew nferes ifa famfor Iva gmm



10. Methods of Calculating GDP

Method Explanation

Production Method Sum of value added in all sectors
Income Method Sum of wages, profits, rent and interest
Expenditure Method C+l+G+(X-M)

fafer faazor

Jearg fafe ot g & g a8 S

2y fafel C+l+G+(X=-M)

11. Key Concepts for Exams

Gross Value Added (GVA)

« GVA measures value of goods and services produced minus intermediate inputs.
GVA &1 3ef & 3G BT Hed ~ Headdl oiTd |

Difference Between GDP and GVA

GDP GVA

Includes taxes and subsidies Excludes taxes and subsidies

Measures economic size Measures sectoral productivity



‘HISTORIC’PROJECT TO COME UPIN TEXAS: TRUMP

RIL to partner US
energy firm for
$300-bn refinery

SAURAY ANAND
New Delhi, March 11

MUKESH AMBANI-LED
Reliance Industries (RIL) will
partner in building the first
new oil refinery in the US in
five decades, US President
Donald Trump announced on
his social media platform,
Truth Social. This is part
of a mammoth $300-billion
project planned at the Port
of Brownsville in Texas, he
said, calling it the “biggest in
US history™.

Announcing the project,
Trump said the refinery would
be developed by America First
Refiningwith investment sup-
port from RIL, India’s largest
private sector company.
“Today, I am proud to
announce that America First
Refining is opening the FIRST
new US oil refinery in 50
YEARS in Brownsville, Texas,”
Trump wrote. He, however, did
not mention the size of RIL's
investment in the project.

Rellance did not make any
public disclosure about the
investment till the time of
going to the press. A company
spokesperson did not respond
to queries from FE.

Continved on Page 10

An image released by the Royal Thai Navy shows Thai cargo ship,
Mayuree Naree, which was struck and set ablaze in the Strait of
Hormuz on Wednesday. The vessel was bound for Gujarat  seums

DONALD TRUMP, US PRESIDENT, ON TRUTH SOCIAL

America First Refining is opening
the first new US oil refinery

Thank you to our partners in India,
and their largest privately held
energy company, Reliance...




1. Overview of the Project
URIISTAT BT 3deilhd

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) will partner with a US energy firm to develop a massive $300-
billion refinery project in Texas, USA.

ReriT gsitst fafAds (RIL) 3MRReT &b SR A 300 3R4 3Teik &l fane Rergadt ulRaisar 7 uas Mkt
3511 BUAT &b T JTSIGRT BRI |

The refinery will be located at the Port of Brownsville in Texas.

I RegRl 2o & AI34fad demg R R1fud gt

According to the announcement by US President Donald Trump, it will be the first new oil refinery
built in the US in nearly 50 years.

3R Isgafd SHTes §U & AR Ig @I 50 TSt A 3T A 9494 aTel ugd! 98 dd Rers--1 g
The project is expected to be developed by America First Refining, with financial support from

Reliance Industries.

Ig URAISTAT America First Refining gRT faasfad & stem {5 Raria gsgtat fAder wefq et



2. Significance of the Project
URIAISTHT BT HE

Economic Significance

3nfefs He
It will strengthen India-US energy cooperation.
g WRA-3MRBT H31T AN B HaTgd BT
» The refinery will help increase global refining capacity.
Ig Ul dfeaes Rerefd amdr aem o Heg Bl
* It could boost employment and infrastructure development in Texas.

I ¢ W AR 3R gfFanet e &1 faswr g

Strategic Significance

0TI fdd HEd
» Strengthens India-US strategic economic partnership.
g WRA-3MAR®T 0TI 3nfefes ATGRT B! Aagd BT
* Enhances energy security through diversified refining capacity.

IE FH311 JR&M DY ATgd B |

» India's participation shows growing global presence of Indian energy companies.

A WRA FH311 Uil ot Afdes YfiesT Astgd gldt 21



4. India's Global Role in Oil Refining
dfedds det ReTsfAT & WRd &1 AT

» India is among the largest refining hubs in the world.
R 3T & wad a3 R S A A v

» Total refining capacity of India is about 250+ million tonnes per year.
YR &Y et RBTeAT gmar iy 250 fafaaa e ufd af 21

e Major refineries include:

Refinery Company Location
Jamnagar Refinery Reliance Gujarat
Vadinar Refinery Nayara Energy Guijarat
Panipat Refinery Indian Oil Haryana
Rerg=t Gacil RE
AR e TeRId
afsar AR QST ToRTA
urEgd HELEEIDK] g

o Jamnagar Refinery is the largest oil refinery complex in the world.

STHATR Rt fdeg &) G 931 ad Rereadt 21



Odisha retains top spot in
NITTI’s fiscal health index

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, March 11

ODISHA RETAINED ITS top
position in the latest Fiscal
Health Index (FHI) 2026
released by NITI Aayog, secur-
ing an overall score of 73.1.

The state also improved its
score from the previous year,
reinforcing its lead in fiscal
management among India’s
major states.

Goa and Jharkhand follow
in the rankings, emerging
alongside Odisha in the group

of top “Achiever” states.

Gujarat and Maharashtra
continue to feature among
the top five performers,
reflecting relatively stable fis-
cal fundamentals.

Haryana recorded a
notable improvement,climb-
ing three positions compared
with the previous year. Bihar,
Karnataka and Telangana
showed signs of mild recov-
ery, while Punjab, West Ben-
gal and Kerala remained at
the bottom of the rankings.

The index, which evalu-

ates the fiscal position of 18
major states, shows varied
outcomes across the country.

While some states experi-
enced moderation in their
FHI scores in 2023-24 com-
pared with 2022-23, the
overall assessment high-
lights  differences in
revenue mobilisation, expen-
diture management and
debt sustainability.

States in the Achiever cat-
egory—Odisha, Goa and
Jharkhand—share several fis-
cal strengths.



WAR HITS ALUMINIUM, HELIUM PRODUCTION

he disruption to global commodity Sulfur and Urea
T:Jricgs from té\ie UfS~lStl;aeli v(v’ar with ® Sulfur, which is produced during oil and gas
ran Is spreading far beyond energy refining, is also essential for fertilizer production
markets. From basic plastics and fertilizer and used in many other industries. The yellow

made in Saudi Arabia and Oman to sugar powder makes it easier to cut, drill and shape
from Brazil and helium from Qatar, the ; , certain metals, such as copper, without ruining
proalcﬁuh:ohvuie:;':lmndﬁswm B e - kb o

are essentialtotheglobal cconomy. How |, s, B 8 ﬁ‘ . tﬁ.llillﬂ B
severe the disruption becomes will depend :

® Roughly one-third of the world's traded
urea, the dominant form of nitrogen fertilizer,
1 normally passes through the Strait of Hormuz.
It's produced in the Middle East because natu-

largely on how long the conflict drags on
Here are six major commodities,
besides oil and gas, that are being

affected by the war il gistine A P .
Aluminium uw:w:rmahmrbeaamnduusssssim
Aluminium prices jumped to their high- In Brazil, the world's largest pro- : began

est level in almost four years Monday ducer of sugarcane, the crop can be Helium

sitee a ok tn delwq:es from major fuu?ed fgri b prg:ieuoe ethanol, a Helium is a vital gas for semiconductor manufacturing. It
aluminium smeiters in Qatar and e&“us':' A w;:z mnss ”::g&“." helps cool delicate equipment, powers MRI machines and
Bahrain, forcing buyers to hunt for prices Of  © supports research labs and defense technologies — and, of

replacement metal from Asia. Pro- more profitable fuel, and that may be about

et ot to in. With ol prices scaring, course, it's used in party balloons. Qatar produces roughly

a third of the world’s helium, making it the second-largest

for about 8% of the world's supply ethanol jumped about 10% Monday, and /¢, oiier after the United States. But production there has

of aluminium last year, according to gains Tke that may lead Brazifan " poen disrupted since Iran struck the Ras Laffan Industrial ity
the Intemational Aluminum m. P 4 — the natural gas hub where the country's helium facilities are.
Processing for the metal requires huge fuel when harvest begins More than a quarter of the world's helium supply could be cut off

amounts of energy, but raw materials for in weeks

if the Strait of Hormuz remains closed, Phil Kornbluth, president of
aluminium have to be imported, by ships = e

Kornbluth Helium Consulting, told CNBC

RESOLUTE DUBAI KEEPS smsl.vss srocxzn s rinsamrephb Mo JESR

n analysis of 2025 trade transactions UAE, has banned exports of all food and
by Altana, a New York-based global agricultural products until further notice,
supply chain management company, the semi-official Tasnim news agency
found that Saudi Arabia, Iraqg, the UAE, . reported last week
Kuwait, Qatar, and Bahrain together -
imported an estimated $10 billion in osuprstock N0 Ienats otk
cereals, meat, and fresh produce. Nearly jfe= =T e to last two years: \ indiant ! oy
all of it arrives by sea, transiting through N ey Ea N e FTv s T T UAE's giant Al Khaleej
the Strait of Hormuz. The United Arab - sugar refinery has enough stra:dedmat W"T orat
Emirates imports around 80-90% of its | ® Cargo delays and rerouting: Ships reserves for two years and SS:: m"e vesie
food requirements due to limited arable | Carrying Indian rice, Australian meatand  can meet demand from the ges
land and water scarcity. For now, the UAE Indonesian coffge are delayed or forced UAE and the rest of the © Logistics costs rising:
govt is keeping the shelves packedand | 10 take alternative routes Gulf for that period 4 Rerouting cargo by air or
has sought to reassure residents there o Air freight replacing sea routes: Retailers . land s increasing supply-
are enough reserves to last for several such as Lulu Group are chartering cargo flights - chain costs, which could push
months and is monitoring prices to bring in meat, fruits and vegetables up food prices Toxt: NYT, Bloomberg




Sindhu Nagaraj

A

QUESTION 1

How many days did it last?
A

QUESTION 2

It was done to resist the tax

on which commodity?
A

QUESTION 3

Which places were the start
and end points of this
march?

A

QUESTION 4

What was this march also
called, owing to the fact that
all the people were joining
the procession wearing
white Khadi?

A

QUESTION 5

The culmination of the
Dandi March led to which
eventual consequence?

CM
K

Visual Question:
Identify this march, parallely held by C. Rajagopalachari. On which coast was it held?

THE HINDU ARCHIVES




Word of the day

Vestige:

an indication that something has been present

Synonyms: remnant, trace, residue

Usa g€ The village still has a vestige of its old
traditions.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/vestigepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /vestidz/

Word of the day

Fortuitous:
occurring by happy chance

Synonyms: causeless, uncaused

US&gE: It was a fortuitous meeting that led to
a lifelong friendship

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/fortuitous

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [faltjuiites/, /fo:TJui.1.tas/
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Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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