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“Try not to become a man of success. Rather become a man of
value.”
— Albert Einstein
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India, U.S. inch closer to
limited trade agreement

Deal is likely to be signed by November; the earlier goal was to finalise an initial agreement by

July 9, when US. tariffs kick in; sticky issues include high US. tariffs on steel, aluminium imports

NEW DELHI
n India-U.S. trade
Adeal. including a
potential  initial

“mini-deal” of limited con-
cessions, will likely be
firmed up by the original
deadline of the fall season
~ between September and
November in the U.S., ac-
cording to sources aware
of the progress of the nego-
tiations.

Earlier, officials on both
sides had expressed confi-
dence of finalising an in-
itial deal before July 9.

Delegation visits
An Indian team led by
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal visited the U.S. last
month to further the nego-
tiations, followed by a
week-long trip to Indiaby a
U.S. team of negotiators,
which ended on June 10,
Despite  “productive”
talks, however, certain
sticky issues remained that
are stymieing the finalisa-
tion of an initial deal.
“India and the U.S. are
working towards negotiat-
ing the first tranche of a
mutually beneficial, multi-
sector Bilateral Trade

Agreement (BTA) by fall
2025," a government offi-
cial told The Hindu.

The fall deadline had
first been mentioned fol-
lowing Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's visit to the
U.S. in February this year.
In a joint statement follow-
ing the visit, the two coun-
tries said that “the leaders
announced plans to nego-
tiate the first tranche of a
mutually beneficial, multi-
sector Bilateral Trade
Agreement by fall of 2025”.

The official added that
the negotiations with the
US. “were productive”
and helped in making pro-
gress towards crafting a
“mutually beneficial and
balanced agreement”, but
added that some “sticky is-

Negotiations on: Union Minister Piyush Goyal meeting
U.S. Secretary of Commerce Howard Lutnick in May,

Trade troubles

Though India and the U.S. are keen to
conclude a mutually beneficial
Bilateral Trade Agreement at the
earliest, hurdles remain

= .5, wants greater agri-products
market access, but India is resistant

® India wants relaxations on
higher U.5. steel & aluminium tarifs,
but the U.5. is reluctant

sues” remained.

“One of our major issues
is the tariffs they have im-
posed on steel and alumi-
nium,” the official said.
“We are trying to get a con-
cession on this, but they
are not yet agreeing to it."

On June 4, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump signed
an executive order dou-
bling tariffs on steel and
aluminium imports to
50%. This came after his
March decision to hike the
import duties on these me-
tals to 25%.

Following the March ta-
riff hike, the Indian govern-
ment had protested and
had in May informed the
World Trade Organisation
that it reserved the right to
impose reciprocal tariffs

® .S, President Donald Trump's 90-day
pause on tantf hikes ends on July 9

on the U.S. Since then, the
matter has been discussed
bilaterally between the two
countries.

“On [the U.S.] side, they
want us to open up our
agriculture market too
much, much more than we
can afford to do and also
protect our own farmers,”
the official added.

Earlier this month, U.S.
Secretary of Commerce
Howard Lutnick had said a
trade deal with India
would materialise in the
“not too distant future”.

The July 9 notional dea-
dline for the trade deal is
significant because that is
the day when Mr. Trump’s
90-day pause on his ‘Liber-
ation Day" tariff hikes is set
to end.




* India and the United States are
nearing a limited trade
agreement—or "mini-deal"—
aimed at resolving long-pending

I

trade tensions. Although the initia
deadline was July 9, when U.S.
tariffs on Indian steel and
aluminium are scheduled to take
effect, the deal is now expected to
be sighed by November 2025.




¢ 1. Key Elements of the Proposed Deal

Feature Details

« Agreement Type Limited or “mini-deal” with phased concessions

= U.S. Demand Greater market access for U.S. agricultural products

= India's Demand Removal/reduction of high tariffs on Indian steel & aluminium
< New Timeline Fall season (Sept—-Nov) 2025

~, Earlier Deadline July 9 (when 90-day U.S. tariff pause ends)

&) Format First phase of Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA)



€ 2.Background & Timeline

Date/Event Description

Feb 2025 PM Modi’s visit to U.S. to kickstart trade talks

May 2025 Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal visits U.S.

June 4, 2025 Trump signs order doubling tariffs on Indian aluminium & steel (up
to 50%)

July 9, 2025 Deadline for “Liberty Act" 90-day tariff pause

Sept-Nov 2025 (Fall Deadline) Expected finalization of initial deal



¢ 3. Trade Troubles: Key Disagreements

Issue

Steel & Aluminium Tariffs

Agri Market Access

Intellectual Property

& Quote from Indian official:

India’s Position

Wants removal

Protective

Sensitive

U.S. Position

Reluctant

Seeks more

Seeks stronger compliance

“We are trying to get a concession on this (tariffs), but they are not yet agreeing to it.”



Aspect

Trade Volume (2024-25)

Major Indian Exports to USA

Major US Exports to India

Framework Agreement

Details

Over $200 billion in bilateral trade

Pharmaceuticals, Gems & Jewelry, Textiles, Software Services,

Organic Chemicals

Aircraft, Defense Equipment, Electronics, Medical Devices, LNG,

Agricultural Products

No formal Free Trade Agreement (FTA) yet; ongoing dialogues
under India-US Trade Policy Forum (TPF)




Key Trade Dialogues

Tariff Issues

WTO Disputes

Investment Treaty Talks

Digital Trade & E-commerce

- India-US TPF (restarted in 2021)
- Commercial Dialogue

- Strategic Energy Partnership

Tariff barriers on agriculture, medical devices (India); steel &

aluminum tariffs (USA)

Multiple disputes settled amicably in 2023-2024 (e.g., poultry, ICT
products, solar cells)

Discussions ongoing for a Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)

Contentious issues: Data localization, digital services taxes, IP

protection




Digital Trade & E-commerce

Defense & Strategic Trade

Clean Energy & Tech

Recent Developments (2025)

Visa & Mobility Issues

India’s Trade Surplus with US

Contentious issues: Data localization, digital services taxes, IP
protection

Strengthened via BECA, COMCASA, LEMOA agreements; defense
trade now exceeds $20 billion

Collaboration in green hydrogen, solar, nuclear, and
semiconductors

- Talks for a Mini Trade Deal resumed

- Focus on supply chain resilience, tech cooperation

India seeks relaxed visa norms for skilled professionals (H-1B)

Over $35 billion, despite efforts for more balanced trade




Q. Consider the following statements about the recent India-U.S. trade negotiations:
1. India has requested tariff relief on exports of steel and aluminium to the U.S.
2. The U.S. has demanded greater access to India’s pharmaceutical market.

3. A"mini-deal” is being discussed as the first phase of a larger bilateral trade agreement.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 1and 3 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. All three



Aadhaar mandatory for
Tatkal bookings from July ;
curbs imposed on agents

The Hindu Bureau

Aadhaar-based | Tatkal bookings
NEW DELHI gecu&.?n authentication | from July 15
oo will be mandatory
To ensure equitable access : , & for online Tatkal Agents are barred
to Tatkal tickets and curb :?d'a" Ra"::'a{,s Dackingsvia IOmbon
misuse, the Indian Rail- ;n-sc:r",z‘;e: 3 i wjbf'lf"wp bckets g-\g?:p :o‘wk‘;im 30
starting Ju 3

ways on Wednesday dan- for Tatkal ticket i minutes of booking
nounced a series of modifi- reservations to Aadhaar OTP
cations to the Tatkal ticket preventfraudulent & r‘:;::";';;’: g :rk“i':-:l
booking system. transactions ) chets

ey provilons i ontine and offiine  ghall he available for

booki

clugk Aadhaar—based ap{h- o :np:ﬂt'mm
entication as a prerequisite PRS (Passenger
for online Tatkal bookings. ‘ Reservation System)
“Eﬂ'ecm.re from July 1, Tat- l \l counters of Indian
kal  tickets  booked ¢ & gy | Railwaysauthorized
through IRCTC's official — | agents only after
website and mobile app authentication ofa

will be available only to

users authenticated with
Aadhaar,” said a spokes-
person of the Ministry of
Railways. Aadhaar-based
OTP authentication would
be mandatory for all online
Tatkal bookings from July
15, the spokesperson said.

Offline bookings

The rule will be applicable
to offline bookings also.
“Tatkal tickets booked at
computerised Passenger
Reservation System (PRS)
counters and through
authorised agents will re-
quire OTP authentication
sent to the mobile number
provided by the user at the
time of booking,” the spo-
kesperson said, This provi-

sion, too, will come into ef-
fect from July 15.

To prevent bulk book-
ings during the critical
opening window, the Rail-
ways has barred agents
from booking opening-day
Tatkal tickets during the
first 30 minutes of the res-
pective booking windows.
“For AC classes, this res-
triction applies from 10
a.m. to 10.30 a.m., and for
non-AC classes, from 11
a.m. to1..30 a.m.,” the spo-
kesperson said. These
changes, the Ministry not-
ed, are intended to streng-

systemegenerated OTP

RAILWAYS
CIRCULAR

then user authentication
mechanisms and ensure
that the Tatkal quota bene-
fits genuine passengers.
The Railways has urged
passengers to link their
Aadhaar numbers with
their IRCTC user profiles to
avoid any inconvenience.
Additionally, the Centre
for Railway Information
Systems (CRIS) and IRCTC
have been instructed to im-
plement the required sys-
tem modifications and in-
form all Zonal Railways
and relevant departments

accordingly.



To curb misuse and ensure equitable access to Tatkal tickets, the Indian Railways will mandate Aadhaar-

based authentication for online and offline Tatkal ticket bookings starting July 1, with further curbs on

agents effective July 15.

¢ 1. Key Policy Changes

Provision

Aadhaar mandatory for online Tatkal

booking

Aadhaar OTP required for offline bookings

Agents barred from booking Tatkal tickets

in first 30 mins

Effective Date

July 1, 2025

July 15, 2025

July 15, 2025

Details

Users must authenticate via Aadhaar OTP on
IRCTC website/app

Applies to PRS counters and authorized

agents

Restriction time: 10-10:30 a.m. (AC), 11-11:30
a.m. (Non-AC)



€ 2. Objective of the Reform

Goal Description

€ Prevent misuse Prevent bulk bookings by touts during opening minutes

% Strengthen authentication Ensure tickets go to genuine passengers via Aadhaar verification

&) Modernize IRCTC booking systems CRIS & IRCTC instructed to update backend and notify all zones




* Q. With reference to recent reforms in Indian Railways' Tatkal ticket
booking system, consider the following statements:

* Aadhaar authentication is now mandatory for both online and offline
Tatkal bookings.

* IRCTC agents can book Tatkal tickets throughout the day.

* The Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS) is not responsible for
technical implementation.

* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
c.1,2and 3

*d.1 only



US.-China deal is
‘done’, tariffs to stay
at 55%, says Trump

Associated Press
WASHINGTON

US. President Donald
Trump announced on
Wednesday that Washing-
ton will get magnets and
rare earth minerals from
China under a new trade
framework and that tariffs
on Chinese goods will total
55%.

In return, Mr. Trump
said, the U.S. will provide
China “what was agreed
0", including allowing Chi-
nese students to attend
American colleges and un-
iversities.

What Mr. Trump de-
scribed as a “deal” actually
a framework to help the
U.S. and China eventually
negotiate a  sought-after
trade agreement, which
Mr. Trump intends to do
with numerous countries
but so far has been unable
to execute on as quickly as
he promised the public
he’d be able to.

A White House official,
who was not authorised to
discuss the terms publicly
and insisted on anonymity
to describe them, said the
55% was not an increase on
the previous 30% tariff on
China because Mr. Trump
was including other pre-ex-
isting import taxes.

“OUR DEAL WITH CHI-
NA IS DONE, SUBJECT TO
FINAL APPROVAL WITH
PRESIDENT XI AND ME.,”
Mr. Trump wrote Wednes-
day on his social media
site.

S Y

The deal will help the U.S. and
China eventually negotiate a
sought-after trade agreement.

He said full magnets and
any necessary rare earths
will be supplied up front by
China

A Chmese statement on
the talks did not reveal any
detalls or concrete steps.

Going to be great *“WIN'
In a follow-up social media
post, the US. President
said he and Xi “are going to
work closely together to
open up China to Ameri-
can Trade. This would be a
great WIN for both
countries!!!”

Senior U.S. and Chinese
negotators  announced
late Tuesday in London
that they had agreed on a
framework to get their
trade negotiations back on
track after a series of dis-
putes that threatened to
derail them.

The  announcement
came at the end of two
days of talks in the British
capital that wrapped up
late Tuesday.

~ Ay



U.S. President Donald Trump announced a new
U.S.-China trade framework agreement, under
which:

China will supply the U.S. with magnets and rare
earth minerals.

Tariffs on Chinese goods will remain at 55% (not a
hike, but includes earlier taxes).

The agreement is subject to final approval by
President Xi Jinping and President Trump.




€ Key Features of the Deal

Element

“% Rare Earth Supply
@ Education Exchange

@ Tariff Status

- Deal Type

& Status

Details

China to supply magnets and rare earths to U.S.

U.S. to allow more Chinese students to attend American universities

55% total tariffs on Chinese goods, not a new increase, includes

earlier 30%

“Framework” — sets stage for future comprehensive trade deal

Announced as “done” but subject to final leadership approval



€ Background Context

Date/Event Description

June 2025 Two-day U.S.-China trade talks in London conclude

Earlier U.S. Tariffs 30% tariff on Chinese goods under earlier trade tensions
Rare Earths Importance Used in electronics, EVs, military tech — U.S. relies heavily on

Chinese supply

Trump's Strategy Use tariffs to gain negotiation leverage; seeks bilateral deals



Use Case

Electronics

Green Tech

Military

U.S. Dependency

Examples

Mobile phones, LEDs

Wind turbines, EVs

Guidance systems, radars

~80% REEs imported from China (as of 2024)



Q. With reference to the U.S.-China trade relations,
consider the following statements:

* The U.S. agreed to reduce tariffs on Chinese goods to 55% under the
recent deal.

* The deal includes China supplying rare earth minerals to the U.S.
* The U.S. plans to allow more Chinese students under the agreement.
* Which of the statements given above are correct?

* A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only
D. All three
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India and UK. carry out joint

naval exercise in Arabian sea

The Indian Navy’s stealth frigate INS Tabar, a
submarine, and P-8I maritime patrol aircraft
participated in a passage exercise with the United
Kingdom’s Carrier Strike Group in the North
Arabian Sea on June 9 and 10, the Ministry of
Defence said on Tuesday. The U.K. formation
comprised the aircraft carrier HMS Prince of
Wales and frigate HMS Richmond. “The naval
exercise demonstrates the deepening
cooperation between the Indian Navy and the
Royal Navy. The collaboration included unified
control of integral helicopters, tactical
manoeuvres and coordinated anti-submarine
operations,” the Ministry said in a statement.

Indian Army contingent in
Mongolia for ‘Khaan Quest’

The Indian Army contingent arrived in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on Wednesday to
participate in the multinational military exercise
Khaan Quest, scheduled to be conducted from
June 14 to 28. The annual exercise, initiated in
2003 between the U.S. and Mongolia, evolved
into a multinational endeavour from 2006,
brings together military forces from across the
globe to collaborate and enhance their
peacekeeping capabilities. “The Indian Army
contingent comprising 40 personnel is being
represented mainly by troops from a Battalion of
the Kumaon Regiment. One woman officer and
two women soldiers will also form part of the
contingent,” the Ministry stated.




Project/Initiative

== Samudrayaan

Plastics Ban

& Blue Economy

@ Global Plastics Treaty

> SHAHAYV Portal

Details

India's manned submersible mission — to dive 6000m in 2026

Nationwide ban on single-use plastics

India showcased >$80 billion in investments

India reiterated demand for legally binding agreement

Digital ocean data portal launched by India



India unlikely to ratify ‘High Seas
Treaty’ at UN. Ocean Conference

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

India is unlikely to ratify
the Biodiversity Beyond
National Jurisdiction
(BBNJ) agreement — also
known informally as the
‘High Seas Treaty’ — at the
ongoing United Nations
Ocean Conference in Nice,
France, sources indicated
to The Hindu.

Though India signed the
agreement in September
2024, formal ratification is
pending. Before proceed-
ing, the government is re-
quired to amend certain
laws, including the Biologi-
cal Diversity Act, it is
learnt. “This will probably
be taken up after the Mon-
soon Session (July 12-Au-
gust 12) and needs to be
passed in Parliament.
There are other issues that
also need to be sorted out,”
a person familiar with the
' negotiations said.
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India had signed the agreement in 2024, pending ratification. (Seen
here) Minister Jitendra Singh at the Ocean Conference 2025. AFp

As of June 10, 49 coun-
tries have ratified the trea-
ty. Once 60 countries com-
plete the process, the
treaty will enter into legal
force.

Union Minister for
Science and Technology Ji-
tendra Singh, who is repre-
senting India at the confe-
rence, which continues
until June 13, stated in
France that India was in

the “process of ratifying
the treaty”.

One of the most conten-
tious aspects of the BBN] is
the sharing of resources.
The high seas, lying
beyond the exclusive eco-
nomic zones (EEZ) of na-
tions, are not under the ju-
risdiction of any single
country, and are known to
harbour unique and exotic
marine life. While com-

mercial extraction remains
technically challenging, a
clear mechanism for equit-
able sharing of potential
economic benefits is yet to
be finalised.

In his address on June
10, Dr. Singh highlighted
India’s progress on Samu-
drayaan, the country’s
manned submersible mis-
sion, which is expected to
reach ocean depths of up
to 6,000 metres and is slat-
ed for a trial dive in 2026.
He also referred to India’s
nationwide ban on single-
use plastics and highlight-
ed more than $80 billion in
Blue Economy
investments.

India reiterated its call
for a legally binding Global
Plastics  Treaty  and
launched the ‘SAHAV’ digi-
tal ocean data portal at the
conference, underscoring
its growing leadership in
global marine conserva-
tion efforts.



India has signed but is unlikely to ratify
the High Seas Treaty (BBNJ —
Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction) at the ongoing U.N. Ocean
Conference 2025 in Nice, France.

The treaty aims to regulate the
conservation and sustainable use of
marine biodiversity in areas beyond
national jurisdiction.




Feature

Full Name

Nickname

Aim

Key Provision

Adoption Date

India’s Status

Current Ratifiers

Details

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Treaty

High Seas Treaty

To protect and share marine biodiversity in areas beyond exclusive

economic zones (EEZs)

Equitable sharing of marine genetic resources

2023

Signed in Sept 2024; ratification pending

49 countries (as of June 10, 2025); 60 needed for enforcement



€ India’'s Concerns and Pending Steps

Concern

m Legal Amendments Needed

¥ Parliamentary Approval Required

@& Resource Sharing Dispute

# Technical Challenges

Description @)

Biological Diversity Act and other domestic laws must be amended

Expected to be discussed in Monsoon Session (July 12—August 12,
2025)

No clarity on mechanisms for economic benefit-sharing from

marine resources

Commercial extraction of marine genetic material is still difficult



Q. Consider the following statements about the
High Seas Treaty (BBNJ Agreement):

* |t applies only to the Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZ) of coastal states.
* India has signed but not yet ratified the treaty.
* The treaty requires equitable sharing of marine genetic resources.

* Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1and 3 only
D. All three
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It is profit first, life and safety second

Bengaluru on June 4, 2025, of 11 people

who were part of a huge crowd that had
gathered near the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium to
celebrate the victory of Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB), after RCB's first-ever Indian
Premier League (IPL) title in 2025, is a stark
reminder of three issues. They are our national
sense of disproportionate enthusiasm for victory;
of government missionaries’ lack of preparedness
to contain crowd movement, and of people’s
sense of immortality. Despite knowing full well
that such gatherings end as physically unsafe
situations, we see people rush madly, throwing
caution to the winds. Social media in particular
and 24X7 visual media houses play a great role in
adding much hype to these events. It is almost as
if missing such an opportunity is akin to
foregoing the most important part in one’s life.

Thetragicdeamsinastampedem

The aim is profits

Cricket, especially in India, has become a great
money-spinning industry. Hence, those in charge
do everything possible to draw in large crowds.
The risk that such gatherings pose is known.
Every such event results in crowds of people who
are far more in number than the capacity of the
venues. More footfalls spell more profits for every
one in the business.

It is common knowledge that the licences and
the necessary permissions for hosting such
events are not granted by merely adhering to the
rules and the regulations on paper. Much of these
are linked to the ‘showering of bounties’ on those
in power. Here is an example that happened
during this IPL season. In a reported case during
an RCB versus Chennai Super Kings match, in
early May 2025, at the Chinnaswamy Stadium,
the family of an Indian Police Service (IPS) officer
fought with the family of an Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer over free seating in the VIP
gallery. The case resulted in a first information

is @ human rights
activist and Advocate
in the Madras

High Court

In India, the
concept of
safety in public
spaces is
missing

report being filed. While the many uncomfortable
galleries are filled up in no time by those who pay
for them, the VIP enclosures, which have the best
seats and stadium and field views, are generally
occupied by those who wield power and enjoy
the freebies.

An industry which is most lucrative, with
millions made in profits, offers paltry sums of
money as compensation/solatium for those who
lost their life in the stampede in Bengaluru. No
amount of money can ever compensate the loss
for the families concerned, and it only goes to
show the scant respect and value for a common
person’s life.

It is time that whenever there is a gathering for
an event that is governed by economic
considerations and motives of profit, there is also
provision made for a suitable caution deposit.
With the said deposit money, the state ought to
ensure the security and the safety of spectators or
attendees.

When a small hall is granted a licence, the
mandatory requirements include the number of
entrance and exit points, the seating
arrangements, a doctor on call, public
conveniences, appropriate audio/visual systems
and even parking facilities. Therefore, it is
shocking that there is scant observance of safety
requirements when very large crowds gather in
closed/open air stadiums. Compliance with the
rules and regulations is very poor in many such
instances.

Scant safety

The concept of public safety in public spaces is
practically absent. For example, food fairs are
held in an unsafe manner and one finds open
wiring running all over the floor. There is no
safety when stoves are lit and there is large-scale
food preparation that are done under
combustible camping structures. There is no
sense of fear and safety measures are ‘more

honoured in the breach, than the observance'. In
an incident in Chennai, there were reports of
several visitors at an amusement park stranded
for hours on a giant wheel after the device
experienced technical problems. They had to be
rescued by the fire services department.

We, as a country, have no value for life. Most of
our roads have no pedestrian walkways, There
are no tracks marked for slow-moving vehicles.
Motor cars and bullock carts traverse along the
same roads in a fight for space. There is no
respect for the pedestrian, who in turn faces
grave danger in the form of speeding
automobiles, broken pavements and aggressive
stray animals.

The 11 dead in a stampede or the thousands of
persons who die on our roads are just cold
statistics for us. We have learnt to brush aside
such tragic incidents by blaming it on karma.
There are no lessons learnt. There is no
accountability. Some officials are suspended
while others are transferred. These are sure to be
revoked at a later date.

Introduce a culture of audits

The need is to have a detailed and scientific study
of crowd management by experts and execute
their findings in an earnest way. A country with a
population that has hit 146.39 crore cannot afford
to falter on this issue. Without such an audit, it
cannot call itself a civilised and advanced country
and a nation that is safe for all its citizens. Every
life is precious and there must be a dedication to
ensure the safety of all.

Let us not lose life and limb by promoting the
commerce of and the gains for the rich. Those
who are hurt are mortals who fight battles every
day for their daily bread. It is unfortunate that
this too will pass with no lessons learnt. The rich
will keep getting richer at the cost of the
struggling masses if we do not act now for a

' better and safer tomorrow.
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Profit over People

Lax Regulation & Oversight

Poor Public Safety Infrastructure

No Value for Human Life

Lack of Preventive Auditing

Role of Media and Public

Perception

Description

Events prioritize commercial gains over public safety. IPL and similar events

draw large, unsafe crowds beyond venue capacity.

Licenses for events are given despite poor adherence to safety norms.

Influence and power often override safety checks.

Absence of pedestrian pathways, crowd control systems, safety audits, and

emergency protocols even in urban areas.

Meagre compensation for the deceased; lack of accountability from officials.

Tragedies are treated as statistics, not systemic failures.

Author calls for mandatory, scientific crowd safety audits by experts before

granting licenses.

Social media and sensationalist news exacerbate crowd surges; there's

societal glorification of such events without caution.
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Why was Malta’s ‘golden
passports’ scheme scrapped?

Does the ‘citizenship by investment’ scheme commodify EU citizenship?

Garimella Subramaniam

The story so far:
n late April, the European Court of
Justice (EC]) struck down Malta’s
‘golden passports’ scheme — a 2020
scheme which authorises the
naturalisation of foreigners in the
country, and consequently the European
Union, in return for hefty financial
investments in the country. Brussels had
launched infringement proceedings
against Malta, as it persisted with its own
scheme, blocking access only to Russians
and Belarusians consequent to Russia’s
war against Ukraine.

What are CBIs and RBIs?

Citizenship by investment (CBI), known as
golden passports, and residency by
investment (RBI), or golden visas, enable
third country nationals to live and work in
host countries in exchange for financial
investments. The European Parliament

»

and the Commission have called for both
forms of mobility to be abolished in view
of the inherent risks to security, such as
money laundering, organised crime, tax
evasion and corruption. Between 2013
and 2019, about 1,32,000 persons had
obtained entry into the EU through CBI
and RBI schemes, generating financial
inflows of over €20 billion, as per a 2022
European Parliament Research Service
report. The risks from CBI and RBI have
been highlighted by the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development
and the Financial Action Task Force.
Principal among the beneficiaries of such
migration are nationals from China,
Russia and West Asia.

Why is the EU against the scheme?
Within the 27-member bloc, the
acquisition or loss of nationality falls
within the exclusive jurisdiction of each
country. That said, the historic 1992
Maastricht Treaty inaugurated common

EU citizenship. That is to say, nationals of
an EU state are simultaneously common
EU citizens. Therefore, the matter of the
grant or rejection of nationality must
accord with EU law.

The European Commission contended
that the attractiveness of Malta’s CBI
scheme did not lie in the acquisition of
Maltese nationality per se, but instead in
the rights that accrue from the
complementary EU citizenship. The
implicit assumption here being the
unique appeal of the absence of internal
frontiers, the right to free movement and
work across the bloc, the right to vote and
to be elected in local as well as European
parliament elections. The Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen made a
pointed reference to golden passports in
the 2020 State of the Union address,
declaring that “European values are not
for sale.” Brussels further argued that the
grant of nationality in return for
investments — a commodification of

citizenship — was incompatible with the
principles of membership of the bloc.
These are sincere cooperation, fairness
and non-discrimination — codified in
Article 4(3) of the 1992 Maastricht Treaty
and under Article 20 of the 2009 Treaty
on the Functioning of the EU.

What did the EC] verdict state?
Upholding the Commission’s claims, the
court reasoned that the pillars of
European citizenship are dependent on
mutual trust among member states and
mutual respect for national decisions. The
bond of nationality of a given state is
underpinned by a “relationship of
solidarity, good faith and the reciprocity
of rights and duties between the state and
citizens,” the court added. These
principles are infringed upon once
citizenship is sought to be granted as a
commercial transaction in exchange for
an investment. The 2020 Maltese scheme
is tantamount to the commercialisation of
the grant of nationality of a particular
state, and by extension, of the entire bloc.
This is incompatible with EU treaties.

What next?
In theory, Malta could exercise its
authority to confer nationality to those
who availed the CBI scheme, minus union
citizenship. This would risk diminishing
its appeal as a destination state.

The writer is Director, Strategic
Initiatives, AgnoShin Technologies.






* In April 2025, the European Court of
Justice (ECJ) struck down Malta’s
Citizenship by Investment (CBI) scheme
(also known as golden passport scheme)
that granted EU citizenship to wealthy
foreigners in return for financial
investments.




O, What Was Malta's Scheme?

Scheme Key Features @

Citizenship by Investment (CBI) Allowed foreigners to gain Maltese citizenship (and thus EU citizenship) by

investing heavily in Malta.

Residency by Investment (RBI) Allowed long-term residence in exchange for investment (without full

citizenship).

Malta's scheme was launched in 2020 and largely benefited wealthy nationals from China, Russia, and
West Asia.



. Why Did EU Oppose It?

Reason

Security Risks

Loss of Sovereignty

Violation of EU Values

Backdoor Entry

Explanation

Concerns over money laundering, tax evasion, corruption, organized crime.

Citizenship decisions are national, but they impact all EU countries due to shared

citizenship rights.

Citizenship granted as a "commodity” violates principles of solidarity, non-
discrimination, and fairness in the Maastricht Treaty (1992) and Treaty on the
Functioning of EU (2009).

Allowed third-country nationals to bypass regular immigration processes to access the

entire EU.



-l What Did the ECJ Say?

e The 2020 Maltese CBI scheme:

“Commercialises EU citizenship and undermines mutual trust between member states.”

e |t breaches the spirit of European citizenship, which is based on:
» Solidarity
» Reciprocity of rights and duties
e Mutual trust in governance

e Citizenship cannot be treated as a "transaction" or be "for sale".



Hodeidah Port




Israel conducted its first-ever naval strike on
Yemen’s Hodeidah Port, targeting two key piers.

About Hodeidah Port

Location: Yemen’s Hodeidah Port is situated on the western coast of Yemen, along the Red Sea on the Tihamah
coastal plain.

Historical Context: The port has historical significance, having been shelled during the Italo-Ottoman War
(1911-1912). Its location along the Red Sea has made it a focal point in regional power struggles

Significance: Hodeidah Port is the largest and most vital seaport for Yemen, facilitating the import of essential
goods, including humanitarian aid, fuel, and commercial imports.
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Word of the day

Nosegay:
an arrangement of flowers that is usually given
as a present

Synonyms: bouquet, corsage, posy

Usa €. She put out her hand and took the
nosegay.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/nosegaypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /navzger/







