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BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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Govt. plans guidelines on books by veterans

Ministry held a meeting to frame regulations for
both serving and retired personnel, says official

Saurabh Trivedi

NEW DELHI

mid the controver-

sy surrounding the

unpublished me-
moir, Four Stars of Destiny,
of former Army chief Gen-
eral. MM. Naravane
((retd.), the Defence Minis-
try is working on detailed
guidelines for serving and
retired armed forces per-
sonnel who wish to publish
books in future.

The proposed guide-
lines will spell out the pro-
cess to be followed before
any manuscript is cleared
for publication.

A senior defence official
confirmed that a meeting
was held recently to frame
a new set of rules, during
which a detailed presenta-
tion was made. The up-
coming framework is ex-
pected to incorporate
provisions of existing ser-
vice rules as well as the Of-
ficial Secrets Act.

At present, there is no
single consolidated law
specifically governing
book-writing by retired Ar-
my officers. Instead, diffe-
rent legal and service fra-
meworks apply to serving
personnel and retirees. In
both cases, national securi-
ty and protection of classi-
fied information remain
the primary red lines.

There are no specific
service rules barring ex-
servicemen or retired Ar-
my officers from authoring
or publishing books. Ho-
wever, the freedom oper-
ates within a legal grey
area. The Official Secrets
Act (OSA) continues to ap-
ply for life, even after re-
tirement, making it a crimi-
nal offence to disclose
classified information, sen-
sitive operational details,
or any material prejudicial
to national security.

While retired personnel
are no longer governed by
the Army Act or Army

The Centre will lay down a framework that must
be followed before any manuscript is sanctioned

Fresh framework

The upcoming guidelines are expected to incorporate provisions
of existing service rules as well as the Official Secrets Act (OSA)

® At present, there is no single
consolidated law specifically
governing book-writing by retired
Army officers

® The OSA makes disclosure of
classified information, sensitive
operational details, or any material
prejudicial to national security a
criminal offence

® The Act continues to apply to an
officer for life, even after retirement

Tricky words: LoP in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with a copy of
the unpublished memoir of former Army chief M.M. Naravane. ¢

rules in matters of publica-
tion, statutory laws remain
applicable. If a manuscript
contains operational or
sensitive details, authors
are expected to submit it to
the Ministry for clearance.
The relevant department
then verifies and cross-
checks the content before
granting approval.

For serving Army per-

sonnel, the rules are expli-
cit and mandatory. Service
rules and defence service
regulations require prior
written permission before
undertaking any literary,
political or remunerative
activity outside official du-
ties. Requests are routed
through a chain of com-
mand and may require
clearance up to Army

Headquarters or the MoD,
depending on the nature of
the content.

Material relating to clas-
sified information, opera-
tional details, internal pro-
cedures, equipment
capabilities, intelligence in-
puts, or issues affecting na-
tional security or foreign
relations is strictly prohi-
bited. Even fictional works
may face restrictions if
they closely resemble real
operations or disclose
identifiable details.

Individual’s judgment

Lt. Gen. (retd.) D.P. Pandey
said, “When an Army per-
son retires, he or she is as
much a civilian as anyone
else but the facet of Official
Secrets Act remains. After
retirement, it largely
comes down to individual's
maturity and judgment re-
garding what to write and
how to present it. One
should avoid writing on
matters that are classified

and not in open domain.
However, retired person-
nel are free to express their
personal opinions about
politics and matters of na-
tional security. If any con-
tent falls under the Official
Secrets Act, prior permis-
sion from the MoD is
required.”

He further mentioned
that in his view, material
that is already in the public
domain can be written
about. There is a laid-down
process within the respec-
tive Services to grant per-
mission for publication if a
book mentions issues relat-
ed to national interest. If
any information published
in a book is found to be in-
correct or unlawful, there
are legal provisions to deal
with such infringements.

On Tuesday, Gen. Nara-
vane endorsed Penguin
Random House India’s
(PRHI) statement that his
memoir has not been pu-
blished. PRHI clarified it

The OSA continues to apply for life, making it an
offence to disclose classified, or sensitive data

holds sole publishing
rights and that no print or
digital copies have been re-
leased or distributed. This
followed a First Informa-
tion Report by the Delhi
Police over alleged illegal
circulation of the unpu-
blished manuscript. The
row intensified after Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
questioned conflicting
claims, prompting the
PRHI to state that pre-or-
der announcements do not
amount to publication.

In the case of civil ser-
vants, the Centre had
amended the Pension
Rules for Civil Servants in
2021, prohibiting retired
officials in intelligence or
security related organisa-
tions to publish any infor-
mation related to their or-

ganisation without
clearance from the compe-
tent authority.

FIR OVER ‘MEMOIR’
» PAGE 4



1.

What is being planned [ &I S5 94 T 8

Government/Defence Ministry is working on detailed guidelines for serving + retired armed forces
personnel who want to publish books/memoirs. | TRBRRET HATHT VAR + JAMAgd TRA g BIHAT oY
fdsdTa [STROT UhTfRid T &t Ufehan & foig fawqa fgenfader g1 81

A framework/process will be laid down that must be followed before any manuscript is

cleared/sanctioned. / fas3t it A=gfEhe & Rt 31 A U ifAard wfchanferads a3 fasar sirem|

. Why now / 3nit =Y

The move comes amid controversy around an unpublished memoir attributed to a former Army Chief
(Gen. M.M. Naravane, retd.). /| g &GH Jd JATETE (ST TH.TH. ARqUl, J.) b Bfefd ybId TFR0T I
313 faarg & €t 3 8|

. Current legal position | adHTH BT fReifd

There is no single consolidated law specifically governing book-writing by retired Army officers;
different legal/service frameworks apply to serving vs retired. /@arﬁqa A= 3rferamiRAy zﬁ’rw-ﬁm
Tfdafdfel Y fAIfAd B 1ol Thigd/Qdhd BIA Al &; AR d JaTHgd UR TeTT-3eT fAIH/BIAT S o],
g 2|

National security + protection of classified information remain the primary red lines. / IS JRaf

3R Muta/ariied Gaar & JReT JF g7 AHT-3AT &



. Official Secrets Act (OSA) impact /| OSA &1 3R

OSA makes disclosure of classified/sensitive operational information a criminal offence, and it can
continue to apply even after retirement. / OSA & dgd atifpd [HdgARMd HATAATHD STTHBRI BT AT
ORI 3TIRTE &1 JhdT &; T YT JaTgfa b 91G I §ATIE BT &1 Drishi 145 +1

. How clearance is expected to work [ H3[3t &t IwTfdd ufdsan

If a manuscript contains operational/sensitive details, authors may be expected to submit it for
Ministry clearance; the concerned department will verify/cross-check before approval. / afé
AgfEhe § dure a2t fderor & df 33 waTera &) fRia’d & &A1 US Jebdl &; Jeiferd fam sti-
USdlc/shIa-ddb BIb HaRl QT

For serving personnel, permissions are generally prior + written, routed through chain of command,
possibly up to Army HQ/MoD depending on content. / aRd &iHal & fg srgafd Im=Ia: gd + fafaa
gl &; BHiS A7 & Hreaw A ST &; I B AR IMHT HQRET HATHT ddb fra’d ol JdbdT &

. What content is strictly barred | &= I%d fAfsg &

Anything relating to classified information, operational details, internal procedures, equipment
capabilities, intelligence inputs, or matters affecting national security/foreign relations. / Mgt
SAF®BR, 392 faaroT, 31idfRRe Ufthans, 3UdvT &HdT, Sefdaid saqe, a7 ISt JRef/fader daer yfaa
CRECIGICIG]

Even “fiction” may face restrictions if it resembles real operations or reveals identifiable details. /
BTt ITATE Wt wfdefeia € Iad! & afE @ arafde 3ifuerg it € a7 ggam ST Jeba aret faaror 35mR
Gixdl



. Retired personnel—freedom vs limits /ﬂmﬁqa—mmmﬁ'

Retired personnel can express personal opinions (including politics) as long as they do not violate
secrecy/national security laws; if content falls under OSA, prior permission is required. / @'crrﬁqa
fde AfarTTd I (TSI Afgd) ad B Tdba &, A MU IRIAT RIS JREMT BIA 7 ¢¢; OSA B gRR A

31 R gd 31gAfd AT &
. Related parallel rule (civil services) | TR 3¢1&I0T (fGfda ar)

Civil Services (Pension) Rules have provisions requiring clearance for publication in

sensitive/intelligence/security contexts (commonly cited in policy discussions). / f@fde Iar (d2rM)

et & vt ddgaeia /o a-gRen JeHl & UdmTed &q faerara st ord Aifd-araf # garg st &1



Theme /2BIST

Official Secrets Act, 1923 / 3R SIEE

RTI Act vs OSA tension / RTI OSRT OSA ¢Sd3d

Fundamental Rights limits /TBBEIS WRSAE

[f3g=:

SA

Armed Forces & restrictions /gc d O A
138551

SA

Pre-publication clearance logic / @#s3dg S
ok Sd oo

AS R

Key Facts (English +20%e&T

Protects state secrets; covers espionage + unauthorized
disclosure; violations can attract criminal liability. /&
PNFe ted, ~d@ke ¥ ? PR FHe W%TS'SH

&FT FgT THRRS PSS

UPSC has asked about the view tha'g OSA obstructs RTI. /
UPSCY&7tel UIGHOSA RTI S5 Tl TS WIS UERKT

SURE

Freedom of speech is subject to reasonable restrictions
(security, sovereignty etc.). / PR S& Sefieded

T AT SICOR SBiled, FhBrd S TS

Armed forces can be subject to service conduct rules +
discipline, and content clearance can be justified via

national security. / €< d 0ER GGokEF QU 2B I X
R BREAGY WY THHET BT © SHRTEY SHa OF Tk S

Prevents inadvertent disclosure of operational methods,

capabilities, sources. / © THET TP, oXded, SAGHSd

? STTSREBRTRKT T 75

Exam Angle / E%ked 8T EF

National Security, Governance, RTI vs
Secrecy debates / SHHEI @Fkedd, <IgT, RTI
0SSR BF Sadled

Ethics (GS-4), Polity / SBS o, THk- I3IfT

Polity—Article 19(2), Security / R B&
SEEPE] BXledd

Polity + Internal Security / ¥6 03I-IY
ST EFles]

Case-based answers in Mains /3&% gtked
SSGHS bkl &:gﬂ



Exam Date Question (Exact/Memory-based) Answer

With reference to India, consider the

following pairs (Action — Act):

(includes a pair on unauthorized Only two (as per the official
wearing of police/military uniforms  key/explanations).

— Official Secrets Act, 1923). How

many pairs are correctly matched?

UPSC CSE Prelims (GS-1) 2023

Statements: (1) Abolition of OSA
recommended by Second ARC (as stated in
guestion) (2) RTI enacted in 2005. Which
is/are correct?

UPSC CAPF (AC) Paper-I 04 Aug 2024 Both 1and 2. (

“There is a view that the Official Model direction: Balanced—
Secrets Act is an obstacle to the secrecy for security vs

UPSC CSE Mains (Ethics/GS-4) 2019 implementation of the Right to transparency for accountability
Information Act. Do you agree? (argue with safeguards, public

Discuss.” interest test, reforms).



Sensitive items out
of US. statement
on deal with India

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

The US. on Wednesday
backtracked on changes it
made to the India-U.S. joint
statement and the White
House factsheet on the In-
dia-U.S, framework for the
interim  agreement on
trade, removing references
w0 ‘pulses’, ‘agricultural
products’, ‘digital service
tax' and Indian ‘commit-

clarify its position after of

cluded in the deal and that
India had “Intended” but
not given a binding com-
mitment to investing $500
billion in American pro-
ducts over a period of five
years. “India will eliminate
or reduce tariffs on all US,
industrial goods and a
wide range of U.S. food and
agricultural products, in-
cluding dried distillers’
grains (DDGs), red sorgh-
um, tree nuts, fresh and
processed fruit, soybean
oil, wine and spirits, and
additional products,” the
corrected factsheet read.

“India intends to buy
more American products
and purchase over $500
billion of U.S. energy, infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology, coal, and
other products”, a line
which earlier also included
“agricultural” products.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry did not respond 1o a
question on whether the
government or the Indian
embassy had reached out

Taking back

The references had rased
concerns after not being pres-
ont in tho original
India-U.5. joint

Dropped references:

- Pubses

- Agr:c-ulu.nl products
= Diagital service tax

& 'Commitments’ on
Investing $500 bilion

Trade Representative’s of-
fice deleted another entry
related to the India-U.S.
deal. The social media post
showed a map of India in-
cluding in it Pakistan-Occu-
pled Kashmir and Chinese-
controlled Aksai Chin. This
is in line with India‘s offi-
cial map but runs counter
to the USs official maps
that show the two regions
as “disputed territory”.
The post had led to the
question of whether the
U.S. was changing its posi-
tion in India's favour,

U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Jamieson Greer told

tention that it has given up
Russian oil, saying only
that s policy is to “diversi-
fy* energy procurement
and this would be in “na-
tional interest™,



. What happened [ =T §31T

The U.S. backtracked and edited the India-U.S. joint statement / White House factsheet on an
interim trade framework. / 3MR®T A WRA-3MRaT T FATH/ETSC 837 thaeeiic A 91g ® 9ga1d Bb
P d1d gl 4l |

The edits removed references that were not in the original joint statement, but appeared in the
factsheet/online documents. / 3t TG Ugd He ITgad g4 A &1 &, T 3184 g&ardai | 3¢ 37 fi ger
fag g |

. What exactly was removed | TR—IT-RIT €<~ AT (Dropped references)

Pulses / g

Agricultural products / Bt 3dTg

Digital service tax / f&fsiea afda =

“Commitments” on investing $500 billion / $500 faf&a fAder wR “ufdeagane”

. Why it mattered | &=l Aol &A1

These references raised political and policy questions in India; opposition sought clarification from
the government. / 34 91dI IR ¥Rd & JaTd 3&; fduer 4 IReR A fReifd s &7 &l BEll

Sensitive trade items + big investment numbers can change how the deal is perceived (binding vs
non-binding). / TadgARMd IR aqC T g3 fAder 37iws TSN B UPHid (AEadRY/R-areadRl) & yHTfad
FRAE|



. What the corrected factsheet indicates | T2ifeid haeeiie &1 ddbd

India would eliminate/reduce tariffs on many U.S. industrial goods and a range of U.S. food/agri
items (examples mentioned: DDGs, red sorghum, tree nuts, fresh/processed fruit, soybean oil,
wine & spirits, etc.). /| ¥Rd &g 3MRdH! 3elfie axgait a Tmel/HS el R Qe HeM/ge & da1d &dT &
(3GTET: DDGs, 38 IARYH, gl-A¢d, B, JHTEI dd, arg=/faifRey 3nf) |

Another line emphasizes India’s intent to buy large volumes of U.S. goods—especially energy, ICT,

coal, etc., with the headline figure $500 billion appearing as “purchase/intent” rather than

“investment commitment.” / T& 31 Ufdrd & WRd gRT H3l1, ICT, BIIaT 31fe Ifgd MRt 3drg IRie &
I BT 3o g; $500 fafdaa o) “fFaer ufdagdr” & 931 “@Rie/S0eT” ) avg a1 1T

. How the change was made /mﬂo‘ﬁ‘g’aﬂ

The U.S. quietly amended the online documents without an upfront public statement, according to
the report. / RAIE & AR 3MRBT A fa1 Tuee I1daid g9 & 3R gIdTdsi # gudarg Jeiter fam
. Another sensitive element: map post | &R Hdg2ite Uge]; AHfaA Uie

The U.S. Trade Representative's office deleted a social media post linked to the deal that showed a
map of India including Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Aksai Chin. /| USTR ®TRITe 1 Sid-
Teifera Aere Hifsar uike gers 5w wrafaa A PoK 31k 3raRars faa WrRd &1 fgzar & 91

This aligned with India’s official map depiction but conflicted with common U.S. “disputed territory”
depiction—triggering questions about U.S. positioning. / Tg WRd & 3MfecTRe gfEhIor & Ad HTd 8, W
ARG “faarfed &= arat fa=vT A ehdT e—sIt IR JdTd 35|



Theme /%BIgaT Key Facts (English +30%&T Exam Use / E%ked & X

Joint statement is political messaging; factsheet is explanatory—

Joint statement vs factsheet / GB& OIS wording differences can change “binding” perception. / @& 0IJE IR + Polity (treaty vs statement), Ethics
IS%RT (BlS <@ UEYPPS $C; [(FIS S6s SERTSS —< 3 0o TS @ SER WERT (accountability)
ST g3 .O_EKUK
" . y o u . “Commitment” implies firmer obligation; “intends” is softer and
C t t Intent 08 od OSeRd . ; « ; . . .
ommitment” vs “Intention” / eI Rs conditional. / “SHel¥ed’ MRS Daaaza T’  Eosidhe Mains answer framing, value of wording
Tehed SERIE SIS < < AR

Tariff cuts affect market access; politically sensitive in agriculture due
Tariffs / &g vCustoms duties) to farmers/food securlty concerns. / &Rl S's GIIKIESE 906, Economy + IR (trade policy)
B Waawmaﬂwgggaw EE:% W“W

Digital taxes are contested globally (Big Tech taxation; trade

Digital service tax /s Pk & retaliation risks). /3B s & FCS e —ULIEE STERAT, Economy + IR (tax sovereignty)
Pulses are politically sensitive in India (price inflation + MSP/import

Pulses & agri products / ST85d SE &SI management). / STibehokle JEHES Co 3 STIUERE X © IKicURE Agriculture + Economy (food inflation)
SRS
Both are core territorial issues tied to India-Pakistan and India-China

PoK & Aksai Chin / PoOK T ST T disputes. / POKA R S I M SHRIHETS T ShoRIctice™ 2Bke S5 3l GS-2 IR, GS-1/3 security maps

e <
Diversification reduces supply risk, price shock exposure; also has

Energy diversification / T TaPBPBIRGS T geopolitical implications. /3BPBRES U © REFSHEIPBEIcHT sSSHlE GS-3 Energy security, GS-2 geopolitics
0dy, gdo URHHER Se20S R oS
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Vande Mataram to be played
before National Anthem: govit.

Fresh set of guidelines issued to States and government bodies but no formal statement made by

the Centre; it says when the National Song is sung or played, the audience shall stand to attention

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-

ment has said in a

set of instructions
to the States and govern-
ment bodies that the Na-
tional Song, Vande Mata-
ram, should be sung or
played before the National
Anthem, Jana Gana Mana,
when both the songs are
played at an event.

The fresh set of guide-
lines were uploaded on
the Union Home Ministry
website on February 6, but
no formal announcement
or a statement was issued.

It states that whenever
the official version of the
National Song, around 3.1
minutes long, is sung or
played, the audience shall
stand to attention. "Ho-
wever, when in the course
of a newsreel or documen-
tary, the National Song is
played as a part of the film,
it is not expected of the au-
dience to stand as standing
is bound to interrupt the
exhibition of the film and
would create disorder and
confusion rather than add
to the dignity of the Na-
tional Song,” it said.

The Ministry said the in-
structions were being is-
sued for general informa-

Setting the tone

Key guidelines for singing and playing the National Song

w Vande Maotaram
should be sung or
played before the
National Anthem when
both are performed at
an event

» The audience must
stand at attention
when the official
version, around 3
minutes 10 seconds

Proud moment: A tableau celebrating
150 years of ¥ande Motarom during
the Republic Day Parade. 711

- "\- ..- > ".".

lang, is sung or played
® Standing is not
required if it is played
as part of a newsree!
or documentary

tion and guidance on the
official version of the song,
the occasions on which it
is to be played or sung,
and about the need for
paying respect to the song
by observance of proper
decorum on such
occasions.

It said that Vande Mata-
ram, written by Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee, is
known as the “National
Song, which is to be sung
on arrival and departure of
the President at formal
state functions and other
functions organised by the
government, immediately
before and after the Presi-
dent addresses the nation

= The official version shall be
accompanied by mass singing during
unfurling of the National Flag, cultural
occasions, or ceremonial functions
other than parades

over All India Radio and te-
levision, on arrival and de-
parture of the Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor  at
formal state functions,
when the National Flag is
brought on parade, any
other occasion for which
special orders are issued
by the Government of
India™.

When a band plays it

“When the National Song
is played by a band, the
song will be preceded by a
roll of drums to assist the
audience to know that it is
going to be played, unless
there is some other specif-
ic indication that the Na-

tional Song is about to be
played,” the Ministry said.

The official version shall
be played accompanied by
mass singing on the unfur-
ling of the National Flag,
on cultural occasions or
ceremonial functions oth-
er than parades. The mass
singing could be arranged
by having a choir of adeq-
uate size, suitably sta-
tioned, which would be
trained to coordinate its
singing with the band.

It may be sung on occa:
sions which, though not
strictly ceremonial, are ne-
vertheless invested with
significance because of the
presence of Ministers and
others, the Ministry said.

“It is not possible to give
an exhaustive list of occa-
sions on which the singing
(as distinct from playing)
of official version of the
National Song can be per-
mitted, But there is no ob-
jection to the singing of the
National Song accompa-
nied by mass singing so
long as it is done with due
respect as a salutation to
the motherland and prop-
er decorum is main-
tained,” the Ministry said.

“In all schools, the day’s
work may begin with com-
munity singing of the Na-
tional Song...,” it added.



Point
Status / cooll

Core purpose / THI 8\:;@
Author (lyrics) / SigSaSaer
Source work / S

Language / seld

Official adoptiovn/recognition /
SHL IS Theeh

Standard duration / TEFS 3BR

When both performed together / &&# Played/sung before National Anthem as per recent guideline in news

Key sensitivity / GRESCEed

Vande Mataram /@’W’\'@National Song / ST UgesT

National Song / SEH#T Uge
Symbol of freedom struggle; salutation to motherland / sesed

SAGHTS Sd S°FS ; TKiobms 557 SR
Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay / BB T Z‘\W

Novel ”Anan@amath” (published 1882); song composed earlier
(1870s) / &FkiG “C SHXTE” SHEKRE] Uoe €6 o EURBBTUGE)

Sanskritised Bengali (often called Sanskritised Bengali) / GV¥SK

Ed

Recognised as National Song along with Anthem (24 Jan 1950) /24
= SR SRS BT SEHET Ve 33T € R oo

Commonly used “official version” about 3 min 10 sec (full version

often longer; practice varies) / Sc3iTe “SAR SBRE * GHVER TUHU T
As Shlge3-

AN

| SRR TR F GRSIREEIE

Some lines relate to “goddess” imagery; therefore only first 2 stanzas

often used publicly / SR £3 SHC STRGHBSGIHNS TE F
REY &BR®S cp2tc T

Jana Gana Mana / & SULERSS SNational Anthem / SHRIST

National Anthem / SEH¥IS

Formal national anthem; state ceremonies & official occasions /
T TOEE THHFSS, QUSItRItH Sedl 39GH

Rabindranath Tagore (lyrics + tune widely attributed to him) /

Written by Tagore; first published in 1911 / WESE’SBE\F,
SREBRESSPE ©

Highly Sanskritised Bengali (often described so) / @VéFK
1280C)

Adopted as National Anthem (24 Jan 1950) / 24 = SR SRS

Full version = 52 seconds; short version = 20 seconds / @ = 521
EBH;, B ~ TG

Played after National Song when both performed / ST Uge

Less religious controversy; more formal protocol bound /
R Eedie S BBEE; > TOHRE SAeHOT




Year/Date

1870s (commonly cited)

1882

1896 (important)

1911 (important)

24 Jan 1950

1980s onwards (exam angle)

Vande Mataram / S5 TERERS

Composed by Bankim (song existed
before the novel) / B TICeH> KEHT

Included in novel “Anandamath” /
{{E W—a:” w—

First sung at Indian National
Congress session (Calcutta) / INC
RS 5 71 TEREEIE 6T
Udd U did

Recognised as National Song / ST

Court/constitutional debates
around “respect” and selective

stanzas / @ S9SHUIG, &Pk EC

Jana Gana Mana / o SHU{ERI®

First sung (Calcutta Session of INC,
widely cited) and published / INC

VAL X Ul LiclT U U did of
SSRE T

Adopted as National Anthem /

Supreme Court directions on
Anthem etiquette (not “forced
singing”) / TEFAISS 4 Hocger eer
Haic



Topic

Full text usage / @S &%

Religious imagery / Y996 T €S

Theme /2BISaT

Vande Mataram / HSUEPERE

Full song is longer; public
performance often uses first 2
stanzas (common practice) / Ug¢
THE, GIHHSS SEHF MR T Y
geithalte

Later stanzas contain deity
imagery; hence selective use
common / (K¢ S5 & GRSk
T €S ; TPRIS GIPSe &THF

Motherland as mother;
freedom/awakening / IARET
Ied, SRS edP AU

Jana Gana Mana / o SHU{ERIS

Full anthem is standardised (52 sec)
/ 52 TBH FRFES 33

More civic/political in tone; no
deity-specific stanza / 3RS
SAUSRIS T SET

Unity of India, collective identity /
SFER 56 53 oF, GRPNE EUIeS




Situation

When National Anthem is
played/sung (full) / SEHIGS O SPIES
2]

When National Anthem (short
version) / B SEHTTS

When National Song is played/sung

(official performance) / SEH$I Uge
Oo- PIS el

A A

Order when both performed / T5#
=L

A~

Clapping / esitls

Band version / ¥ &g

Whattodo /% S

Stand at attention; maintain silence;

no movement; respect / GIARTS W@

¢ o8 Cdb Y R BEdGT

Used in some occasions (like sports);
same respect rules / &k AGTHRY
5T SHET, TEG TS

Stand to attention (as per guideline in

the news you shared) / gI3RIS T (@

G ESF 36 ¢ 09 532 BEHET

Vande Mataram first, then Jana Gana
Mana (as per guideline) / EUREHE
CERERE AT o SHULERS®

Not appropriate during/at end;
maintain decorum /WQ@E

May include drum roll/intro to alert
audience (as per guideline) / sl

Exam notes / %%ed S5z

Exceptions for disability are allowed;
dignity is key /3£ KW UEER g%k,
USERSEIRER

Time ~20 sec / ~20 =Rt

If embedded in
film/newsreel/documentary, standing
may not be expected to avoid

disruption /20 VBERIRGHEST T U
IS TOG SR &5 IR

“Song before Anthem” is a current-
affairs angle

Many exam keys emphasise “dignity”

Protocol detail = good for MCQ



Topic Key Points (English +sp#gT Why asked / SSHEET sdod G

National Anthem/Song are not explicitly
defined in Constitution text; recognised by
government decisions & conventions / GEBIRIS
Article 51A(a): respect Constitution, National
Fundamental Duties / SB8IS 3 &l Flag, National Anthem / 2 SRESTA(a): TEHIRTS, Direct linkage to civic duties
‘T, TEHIS ST XS
Prevention of Insults to National Honour Act,

1971: penalises disrespect to National
Flag/Anthem (and related) / 1971 24¥SIRFh

Trick MCQ: “Constitution says...” —

Constitutional mention / GEBRIS &
= usually false

&g

Penal law / o= Sdes Static GK + Polity

‘OB 332 FEE TU R
Respect can be expected; forced singing is not
Supreme Court stance (core idea) / always compulsory; dignity + reasonable Ethics + rights vs duties type
SC sa &o/&t accommodation / g3 ? Ee; YNYUS UGSTURT  questions

Detailed executive instructions exist on

Government guidelines / gersdee how/whe.n to play; recent guideline adds Current affairs + governance
FCRETIC sequencing + standing rules / SEFE 0 DSk

U, TR SRS ER < 31 § BB 56 (U



Must-Remember

Answer

National Song / SH#T Uge

Vande Mataram /&,btg{sbkvwsis

National Anthem / SEH¥PIS

Jana Gana Mana / o SHU{ERIS

Authors / EIg SISTET

Bankim Chandra / (BB ¥Icg> ; Rabindranath Tagore | TRSI®

Key dates /&% *P¥odke

1896 (VM at INC), 1911 (JGM first sung/published), 24 Jan
1950 (both recognised/adopted)

Durations / 23PR

VM official performance ~3:10 (per guideline/news); JGM 52
sec (full), 20 sec (short)

Legal link / SO%F

National Honour Act 1971 + Article 51A(a) duty




Situation /TP

Someone intentionally prevents
singing of National Anthem / S&&
BE W

Someone causes disturbance to an
assembly engaged in singing /
122§ L CAEE RN T EERC LT

Second/subsequent conviction

(repeat offender) / FESR IS B
G Y

Act ke hisaab se kya hota hai? / €&
Act SSFIN &

Offence (Section 3)

Offence (Section 3)

Enhanced penalty (Section 3A)

Penalty / g9

Jail up to 3 years OR fine OR both /

Jail up to 3 years OR fine OR both

Minimum 1 year imprisonment
(repeat cases)



1. New guideline theme /¢ fé2nfader &1 IR

e Government instructions say Vande Mataram (National Song) should be sung/played before Jana
Gana Mana (National Anthem) when both are performed at an event. | TR&RI {720 & IR fht
BRIGH B 579 A Tt dg ATaRH 3R A STH-TT01-H49 g1 &1, dl d¢ HIdRH Ugat &l

o A fresh set of guidelines has been issued to States/government bodies; uploaded on the Home
Ministry website; no formal central announcement was made. / J1[ARBRT TRAT3H b1 AT feenfAder
SR} fdT 71T, T[g HATAT &1 d9AT8E WR 3UdIS §T; dg Bl Juaries a4 78t 3|

2. Audience conduct / Si1dT3iY &1 TAROT

e Whenever the official version of the National Song (about 3 minutes 10 seconds) is sung/played, the
audience shall stand to attention. / I Titd & 3MMfeipTRe TTHIUT (AT 3 fAde 10 Adbs) &b MT/aT
ST UR ar3il &Y Araen gg1 J ST &F1 &

o Exception: If the National Song is used within a newsreel/documentary/film as part of the content,
the audience is not expected to stand because it may interrupt viewing and create disorder. / 37ddIq;:
Ife AR -Ad/STRIAGH oo | AT it T [Aagef &1 fxa1 81, a1 gefe! 3 W3 €11 bl 3rag =gl
T TAR I/ HTTLT &) bl 2|



. How it should be sung/played in functions | HRIwEHI & wgfd &3

The official version may be accompanied by mass singing during unfurling of the National Flag,
cultural occasions, or ceremonial functions (other than parades). / IS ea31 BEA, !Tﬂqiﬁiﬁ TR
AT (GRE & ATAT) =T IR H THE-TH & J1el S8 FT1/TRT 31 Jabl 2l

Mass singing may be arranged with a suitably placed choir, trained to coordinate with the band. /
MRIH-g (BIAR) B 3d - WR W1 B 43 B F1el aTeiel aq wieiferd fasar s Jbar 21

It may be sung even on occasions that are not strictly ceremonial but are significant due to the
presence of Ministers/others. / I B 37aTR UR Ml RN 3T JbaT & 57 gofd: situenfRes 7 &, wr w3t anfe &6t
3ufRIfd & BROT Hgaquf &

No exhaustive list is possible; singing is fine as long as due respect and proper decorum are
maintained. / T4t 3raaRY &t gof It Tva 78T, ord—amiA 3k wafer g+t @ |

. When a band plays it /| 8 gRTgsA R

When the National Song is played by a band, it should be preceded by a roll of drums to alert the
audience, unless there is a specific indication that the National Song is about to be played. / &8 gRT
AT Tid g5 R, Sa13f &Y Hdsd ¢ 8q Ugat gH-Ad &1, 579 ddb i fady Hdbd Uga | 4 &l

. Schools | faamaa

In schools, the day’s work may begin with community singing of the National Song. / faenaal 7 fé=
&I Q3T A Titd F Afed A A € bl 1

. Status reminder | fRaIfa-zasear

Vande Mataram is referred to as the National Song and Jana Gana Mana as the National Anthem;
guidelines focus on sequence and decorum, not replacing the Anthem. / dg HTaRH IS Tita 37k 574-
TOT-HA ASTH 2; fEenfader o a marfer ur —IrsgiA & R WR &



Topic /2R3

National Anthem / SEH¥dS

National Song / SHH#T Uge

Source & context / S5 A G

Legal protection / Sa%%e GEie-{

Decorum principle / JII5HdT % T

Sequence when both performed / 3

Key Facts (English +3CRe&T

Jana Gana Mana adopted as National Anthem by Constituent
Assembly on 24 Jan 1950; full rendition ~52 sec, short version ~20 sec
(commonly used). / 24 & S 3¢ 1950 S FAVesEl, @A 52 @,
T 20 TTES )

Vande Mataram (from Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s work)
recognized as National Song (also associated with 24 Jan 1950
recognition). / (BB EIga TBEe; SRIHET Uge 555 E a6k o5

Vande Mataram is linked to the novel “Anandamath”; became a
rallying cry in freedom movement. / “S WHcH&” BT, Sedcd
SAGRTS BB SREE

Disrespect to National Flag/Anthem is addressed under Prevention of
Insults to National Honour Act, 1971 (core statute in GK). ] TR S
SR KR T 1971 ANV THA SEE §

Key idea: Respect + order; avoid actions that cause
confusion/disruption (e.g., film screening exception). / YT A EHh
G T RWEAGTY ;) [BIRIC Gloddis

New instruction: Vande Mataram before Jana Gana Mana when both
are performed at an event. / GISAGASI S CHCTGBE UvES

Exam Use / E%ked &TIHH

Polity static facts; MCQs

History + National symbols

Modern History

Polity + Governance

Ethics + governance answer points

Current affairs + static integration
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Taxpayer base more than doubled in the last decade

Expansion of the base has coincided with an improvement in tax administration efficiency

| DATA POINT I

Chandrasekar K.

ndia’s direct tax system has

undergone a significant ex-

pansion over the kast decade,
mirked by a sharp rise in the num-
ber of taxpayers as well as sus-
tained improvements in adminis-
trative efficiency. Time-series data
refeased by the Income-Tax De-
partment indicate that this expan-
sion has been broad-based and
persistent, reflecting deeper for-
mal participation rather than a
short-lived Surge.

Between Assessment Year (AY)
2013-14 and AY2024-25, the total
number of taxpayers, defined as
persons who elther filed a return
of income or in whose case tax was
deducted at source, Increased
from 5.26 crore to 12.13 crore.

This increase, which more than
doubles the taxpayer base, repre-
sents a compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of approximsately
7.89% over Il years, underscoring
the sustained nature of the expan-
sion. 1t marks one of the most im-
portant structural shifts in india's
direct tax landscape since the wid-
er adoption of the Permanent Ac-
count Number,

A disagyregated view of the data
shows that individual taxpayers re-
main the primary drivers of this
expansion. As illustrated in Chart
1, the number of individual tax-
payers rose from 4.96 crore in
AY2013-M to 11.61 crore in AY2024-
25, translating into a CAGR of
about 8% over the period.

Growth was largely steady in
the years preceding the COVID-19
pandemic, with year-on-year in-
creases mostly in the high single
digits. The contraction visible in
AY2020-21, when individual tax-
payers declined by nearly 9%,
coincides with the disruption
caused by the pandemic. This was
followed by strong recovery, with
growth accelerating to double di-
gits in the most recent assessment
years, indicating renewed momen-

™ D

tum In the expansion of the indivi-
dual tax base,

While individuals dominate the
tax system in scale, the expansion
has not been confined to house-
holds alone, Chart 2 shows the
combined trend for nonvindividual
taxpayers, comprising firms, com-
panies, Hindu Undivided Families,
Associations of Persons or Body of
Individuals, Jocal authorities, artif-
icial juridical persons, and other
resilual PAN categories,

In absolute terms, the non-indi-
vidual taxpayer base Increased
steadily from about 0.29 crore in
AY2013-M to nearly 0.48 crore by
AY2024-25, corresponding to a
CAGR of roughly 5% over the
period.

Growth among nonindividual
taxpayers has been more moder-
ate than among individuals, but ak
so more stable. Year-on-year
growth rates generally remained
within the 4% to 7% range in the
pre-pandemic years. The pandem-
ic’s impact is again evident in
AY2020-21, when growth slowed
sharply to below 1% before reco-
vering gradually in subsequent
years.

However, unlike individuals,
the post-pandemic  rebound
among non-individuals has been
measured, with growth stabilising
at around 5% in recent assessment
years. This pantern suggests that
formalisation has progressed
across organisational and business
entities, albeit at a steadier pace
than individuals,

Cost of collection
The expansion of the taxpayer
base has coincided with a marked
improvement in tax administra-
tion efficiency. As shown in Chart
3, the cost of collecting direct tax-
es fell from 1,36% in FY2000-01 o
0.41% in FY2024-25, The figure for
FY2024-25 is provisional and may
be updated later. This long-term
decline has occurred despite a
substantial increzse In the number
of taxpayers and total tax
collections.

The temporary rise in the cost

P

ratio around FY2020-21 reflects
pandemicrelated  disruptions
rather than structural weakening.
Since then, the ratio has fallen to
Irs lowest level in the available data
series, indicating sustained im-
provements  in administrative

Several institutional and techn-
ological changes help explain
these trends, Over the past de-
cade, the tax administration has
increasingly relied on digital filing
systems, pre-filled returns, face-
less assessments, and expanded
These measures have reduced
compliance frictions and enabled
the system to manage a larger tax-
payer base without a commensu-
rate increase in administrative
resources.

Unlike headline filing statistics
that focus on absolute counts, the
evidence presented here draws on
taxpayer-level data, year-on-year
growth dynamics, and long-term
CAGR trends to assess the durabil-
ity of India's tax base expansion.

Taken together, the evidence
from taxpayer levels, growth rates,
CAGR patterns, and collection
costs points to a structural streng-
thening of India's direct tax sys-
tem. Revenues are being mobilised
from a broader cross-section of
taxpayers even as administrative
efficiency improves, thereby rein-
forcing the stability and sustaina:
bility of public finances and em-
bedding taxation more firmly
within the formal economy. This
transition has important implica-
tions for revenue resilience, equi-
ty, and long-term fiscal planning
nationwide,

It is to be noted that growth
rates are calculated on a year-on-
year basis using taxpayer head-
count data.

CAGR is computed for the pe-
riod AY2013-14 to AY2024-25 using
unrounded values, and figures for
AY2024-25 and FY2024-25 are

The writer & winh the dadian Sunisical
Service. The views exp 4 are pernonal

Rising
numbers

The data for the charts were
sourced from thhe Income-Tax
Department, the Cantral
Board of Direct Taxes

(CEDT) and Time
Serles Dataon
Direct Taxes

(FY 2000-01 0
2024-25)
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. How much the taxpayer base expanded | S3&IdT 3R fdod—T daT

Between AY 2013-14 and AY 2024-25, total taxpayers (return filers + TDS-deducted cases) rose
from 5.26 crore to 12.3 crore. [ 3TdA4 a¥ 2013-14 ¥ 2024-25 & €T Bl BGIAT 5.26 B & 12.3
BRIg 81 T

This implies a long-term CAGR of about 7.89% over ~11 years. [ @1 11 g8 A Thqfg 1w gfg &2
(CAGR) &1 7.89% &l |

. Individuals are the main driver | f& ATdib—AfdaTTd BIGIdT

Individual taxpayers increased from 4.96 crore (AY 2013-14) to 11.61 crore (AY 2024-25), around
~8% CAGR. | AferRdTTd &3GIdT 4.96 BR18 A 11.61 B8 §¢; CAGR o1 ~8% |

Growth was mostly steady pre-COVID; there was a visible dip around AY 2020-21 linked to pandemic
disruption, followed by strong recovery. / ®ifds & Ugd gfg 2R E; AY 2020-21 & HHI HEHRI-
St fiRare fef, fis 31 Repadt g8

. Non-individual taxpayers also rose (but slower) | TR-@IfariTd @erdr vl 9¢ (IR i)

Non-individual taxpayers (firms/companies/HUF/AOP-BOIl/local bodies, etc.) rose from ~0.29 crore to
~0.48 crore between AY 2013-14 and AY 2024-25, roughly ~5% CAGR. | TR-afaaTd &3erdr ~0.29
BRAS J ~0.48 FHRIS; CAGR TTHT ~5% |

Their year-on-year growth stayed in a moderate band; pandemic year showed weakening, then a

post-pandemic rebound. / 9T YoY qfg HEIH GRIR | FEl; HEMR a9 A BHSIRT, iR 38Ta |
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Non-individual taxpayers (firms/companies/HUF/AOP-BOI/local bodies, etc.) rose from ~0.29 crore to
~0.48 crore between AY 2013-14 and AY 2024-25, roughly ~5% CAGR. / TR-afariTd &3ardr ~0.29
BAS ¥ ~0.48 FBRIS; CAGR @M ~5% |

Their year-on-year growth stayed in a moderate band; pandemic year showed weakening, then a
post-pandemic rebound. / 81 YoY gfg HEIH GRR | FET; HEMRT a9 | BHEIRI, i I8Td |

. Efficiency: cost of collection fell | G&fdT: agail-TTd Tl

The cost of collecting direct taxes fell from 1.36% (FY 2000-01) to 0.41% (FY 2024-25,
provisional). /| T8l &R AUE &bl @ 1.36% (FY 2000-01) T TR 0.41% (FY 2024-25, 3RT) g5
A temporary rise around FY 2020-21 is attributed to pandemic disruption rather than structural
weakening; later it fell to the lowest in the available series. [ FY 2020-21 & 3URT 3RATIT d@Id?1
HEWRI-3RR HIH 71S; 916 A I8 3Ude ST &b ~IAdH IR adb R TS|

. Why administration improved | 928+ &= dgdz g3

Increased use of digital filing, pre-filled returns, faceless assessments, more information
reporting/third-party data, and process reforms reduced friction and enabled scaling. / f8faice
wisfein, vi-fioes Red, baad srade, 3ifeie Jaar-Ruifcn/ers-arel 3e1 3iik ufthar el & avur gera
Thcf-379 WA gaT|

The pattern suggests broadening is not just “one-time compliance,” but a more sustained structural
expansion. | ST Jdbd qdl & b Tg Bdd “Tdb-dR i IFUTAA ghg” &1, dfes 3ifed fChrs TRaaH®
fazar g1



Theme /2pigar Key facts (English +sp#egT Exam value / g5gedd &g I5F

Tax paid directly by person/entity to govt (e.g.,
Direct tax / 53¢ 35U Income Tax, Corporate Tax). / B5UTGKI KEEGe®s  Basics MCQ, Economy
SUSTT BFTBF IS FEBS T5Y, SOEE $T

Here counted as persons who file return or
whose case has TDS deducted at source. / IJUEE
SUCHT Y W W ITETY TF STTTRBRBIDS
geed T

Taxpayer base definition / Seicdeds T Concept clarity

FY = income earned year; AY = year in which
that income is assessed/taxed./ FY =s3 2%  Common confusion MCQ

I AY = &ZE ST 5T SIS 3 TS TH

Assessment Year vs Financial Year / AY
OSRT FY

Administrative cost to collect taxes as % of taxes

Governance + efficienc
collected. / SY GEUI SZHIT SCIPPS THST T Y

Cost of collection / JERERET

Digitisation, data analytics, third-party reporting,

simplified compliance can broaden base. /
Broad d | SBIT S5 Sae,
roadening drivers SSE TS TRSTR, ESHRPES |, oiEeoRl) S,

QYT R BERIS EE’U Eahileree)

Mains points

Wider base can improve revenue stability and
Fiscal resilience / 5 S5sgal Tceoke S long-term fiscal planning. / S © TGRS GS-3 answers
Flod A BSBPEIS 54 ST [BIeXT




Rising
numbers

The data for the charts were
sourced from the Income-Tax
Department, the Central
Board of Direct Taxes

(CBDT) and Time
Series Data on
Direct Taxes

(FY 2000-01 to
+2024-25)

Growth rate y-o-y
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CHART 2:
Number of
non-individual
taxpayers in
the left-axis
(represented
as bars) and
the year-on-
year growth in
the right-axis
(represented
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CHART 3:

Cost of collection
of direct taxes.
Figuresin %

The cost of
collecting
direct taxes
fell from 1.36%
in FY 2000-01
to 0.41%in

FY 2024-25
(provisional)

The temporary rise in the cost ratio around FY
2020-21 reflects pandemic-related disruptions
rather than structural weakening. Since then,
the ratio has fallen to its lowest level in the
available data series, indicating sustained
improvements in administrative efficiency
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The share for States

Till the 13th FC (2010-2015), the devolution involved specific transfers for Centrally Sponsored
Schemes (CSS) with extensive conditionalities

Table 1: Criteria for horizontal devolution amongst States

Criteria 13thFC | 14thFC | 15thFC | 16th FC
2010-15 | 2015-20 | 2020-26 | 2026-31

Income distance 47.5 50 45 42.5

Population (1971) 25 17.5 -

Population (2011) - 10 15 17.5

Area 10 15 15 10

Forests - 7.5 10 10

Fiscal discipline 17.5 - -

Demographic performance - - 12:5 10

Tax effort - - 2.5

State’s contribution to GDP 10

Total 100 100 100 100




Boycotts and bans: Only
constants in ’deh polls

With Sheikh Hasina's Awami League

banned, BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami —

out of

the electoral fray for years — are the main
contenders. On the agenda is a break with
the past and at stake are growth and
stability and the country’s India ties

ighteen months after
PM Sheikh Hasina
was forced to flee the

country amid a mas-
sive wave of student unrest,
Bangladesh faces yet another
watershed in its 55-year his-
tory as it votes on Thursday
to elect a new govt. Sheikh
Hasina had presided over a
phase of stability and eco-
nomic growth in her second,
and uninterrupted, 15-year
stint in office beginning 2009,
but she's also accused of un-
dermining democracy in the
country during this period.
Her fall, swift and violent,
was more than a simple case
of the ouster of an unpopular
leader. The student move-
ment that anchored the pro-
tests proceeded to efface all
markers of the country's
foundational history, in
which Sheikh Hasina's father
and the founder of her Awa-
mi League party, Bangaband-
hu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
looms as a larger-than-life

figure. There has also been a
thaw in ties with Pakistan,
setting aside Islamabad’s vi-
olent repression of the 1971
liberation movement.

As Awami League's lead-
ership and supporters went
underground, outfits like the
Khaleda Zia-led Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and
the Islamist Jamaat-e-Islami
(Jel) — cornered and side-
lined under Sheikh Hasina
— have emerged as the pri-
mary contenders for forming
the new govt. The challenges
confronting Bangladesh be-
came evident under the inter-
im administration of Nobel
Peace laureate Md Yunus:
growth has slowed while the
country has been caught ina
spiral of violence marked by
political killings and attacks
on media. Especially worri-
some has been the targeting
of the country’s Hindu mi-
nority, which has become one
more wrinkle in Dhaka's de-
teriorating ties with New

Party posters line a Dhaka street
in the run-up to Thursday's vote

= EDe 125

Women
6.3

crore

«10 elect 300 lawmakers

The unicameral Bangladesh national assembly is called the

Jatiya Sangsad. Apart from the 300 constituency seats it has
50 reserved seats for women, allocated proportionally after

the election

Delhi, strained already after
Sheikh Hasina was given asy-
Ium by India.

With Awami League
banned, BNP — led now by
Tarique Rahman after his
mother Zia's death last Dec
— is the favourite to win the
election, but it has to contend
with a strong rival in Jel,

which has tied up with the
National Citizen Party, found-
ed by the students who led the
July Revolution of 2024. Who-
ever wins will have the task
of helming a very different
Bangladesh, where certain-
ties of the past no longer hold
and the path ahead looks
sharply contested.




The Key Contenders

BNP had boycotted multiple elections during the tenure of Sheikh Hasina, which had also witnessed a crackdown on Jamaat-e-Islami
in connection with crimes during the 1971 liberation movement. Both go into the polls at the head of multi-party alliances

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

Founded in Led by Khaleda | Goes into polls Economically
1978 by then | Zia after Ziaur | headed by right-wing
president Rahman's Khaleda Zia's son | and generally
Ziaur Rahman | assassination | Tarique Rahman | conservative

ﬂ_‘ ]
L e

Only 4 ‘Fair Polls’ Out Of 12

Mujib won the first election virtually unchallenged. But after his

assassination in 1975, elections were never free under Ziaur Rahman

and Muhammad Ershad. In 1991, the first free elections were held in the
country. The 1996-2008 period was when democracy was on its strongest
footing in a country where main parties either boycotting elections or

being banned from contesting has been something of a norm
1st Party Seats 2nd Party

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
» Shafiqur Rahman is the present chief

> The Islamist outfit was banned by
Sheikh Hasina and deregistered by
its top court. Ban lifted following
Hasina's ouster

National Citizen Party

» Founded in Feb 2025 with student
leader Nahid Islam as the convener

> Formed as a successor of Students
Against Discrimination and Jatiya
Nagorik Committee, the party has tied
up with Jamaat for the polls

Jatiyo Party

> Founded in 1986 by then president Hussain
Muhammad Ershad

> Has two factions — one led by G M Quader and
Shamim Haider Patwary, the other by Anisul Islam
Mahmud and ABM Ruhul Amin

> Conservative party with Islamic ideology but
claims to believe in freedom of all religions

We promise that the
ideology which
inspired our freedom fighters
and heroic martyrs to sacrifice
their lives, viz., nationalism,
socialism, democracy and
- secularism, these ideals
shall be the main features
of our Constitution
— MUNRUR RAMMAN IN R'DESH ASSEMALY




We promise that the
ideology which
inspired our freedom fighters
and heroic martyrs to sacrifice
their lives, viz., nationalism,
socialism, democracy and

- secularism, these ideals

shall be the main features

of our Constitution

Only 4 ‘Fair Polls’ Out Of 12

Mujib won the first election virtually unchallenged. But after his
assassination in 1975, elections were never free under Ziaur Rahman

and Muhammad Ershad. In 1991, the first free elections were held in the
country. The 1996-2008 period was when democracy was on its strongest
footing in a country where main parties either boycotting elections or
being banned from contesting has been something of a norm

Ist Party Seats 2nd Party — MUJIBUR RAHMAN IN B'DESH ASSEMBLY

1973 Awamileague 293 I 5 ndependents
1979 NP 207 I ' 39  Awami League BNP’s founder Ziaur Rahman was the president
1986 Jatiya Party 153 76  AwamiLeague Founder Hussain Muhammad Ershad was the president
1988 JativaParty 251 19 Combined Opposition  Boycotted by Awami League, BNP, CPB, Jamaat-e-Islami, etc
1991 BNP 140 D 88 Awami League Considered free and fair by international election observers

1996-1 BNP 278 B 10 Independents Boycotted by most opposition parties

1996  AwamiLeague 146 N 116 BNP Considered free and fair
2001 BNP 195 58  AwamiLeague Considered free and fair
2008 Awamileague 230 N 30 BNP Considered free and fair
2014 Awamileague 234 34 Jatiya Party Boycotted by: 18-party alliance led by BNP
2018 Awamileague 258 I 23 Jatiya Party Boycotted by BNP
2024 Awamileague 224 62 Independents Boycotted by BNP

Turnout has seen big swings 1« / i

o 87.1

80

o 54.9

40
40
20 21 Sheikh Hasina with %4
the Awami League
0 poll symbol at a p
1973 1986 1991 1996 1996 2008 2024 party rally in 1991

(1st) (2nd)




Economy weak, but
it scores high on
human development

Apart from being a larger economy than Pakistan,
Bangladesh is far more prosperous than its cousin.
The average Bangladeshi is richer, more literate and
lives longer than an average Pakistani, and also the
average Indian. The average Bangladeshi family is
smaller than Pakistani families. It also has a lower
infant mortality rate than both India and Pakistan

Research: Atul Thakur

Source: Inter-Parliamentary Union, Dhaka Tribune, World Bank, International
Foundation for Electoral Systems, European Parliamentary Research Service

Better than Ind, Pak on life expectancy, IMR
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Vasudevan Mukunth

A
QUESTION 1
Charles Darwin originally went to the
University of Edinburgh to study

, but he disliked the experience
so much that he left, but not before he
learnt taxidermy from the British
taxidermist John Edmonstone. In his
second year, Darwin began to focus on
natural history. Fill in the blank.
A
QUESTION 2
The voyage that shaped Darwin's
science was the second expedition of
the HMS ______,in 1831-1836. He
boarded as a young naturalist and spent
years collecting specimens across South
America and elsewhere, However, he
didn’t instantly ‘discover’ evolution. The
meaning of his findings became clear
after further studies and expert inputs
back in Britain. Fill in the blank.
A
QUESTION 3
Darwin developed the core idea of

natural selection years before publishing
s

it. One important intellectual inspiration
was X's essay on population. Darwin
applied the idea of people competing for
limited resources in the essay to living
organisms, helping him see how selection
could operate continuously. Name X.

[N

QUESTION 4

Darwin's major work, On the Origin of
Species, was published in 1859 and sold
out quickly. It proposed natural selection
as a principal mechanism driving
adaptation. Y independently arrived at a
similar mechanism; his 1858 letter to
Darwin prompted a joint presentation of
their ideas at the Linnean Society of
London. Name Y.

[N

QUESTION S

Darwin also wrote ___ ==
1871, which extended evolutionary
arguments to humans and introduced
sexual selection, with traits shaped by
mating success rather than just survival.
Fill in the blanks.

A

Visual: Name this woman, a pioneer of close-up photography who also captured

the famous 1862 image of Charles Darwin with a big beard. PUBLIC DOMAIN

Answers to February 5 quiz:

1. Location of fort through which IST’s time
meridian passes - Ans: Prayagraj

2. New Zealand territory with a 45-minute
timezone offset - Ans: Chatham Islands

3. Country with the most number of timezones
- Ans: France

4. Republic with the earliest timezone on the
earth - Ans: Kiribati

5. Country in the ‘wrong’ timezone for more
than 80 years - Ans: Spain

Visual: Pips

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas
| Anmol Agrawal

Corrections & Clarifications

The size of the NLOT's primary mirror was erroneously
printed as 30 m in the February 9 article "Budget
boosts domestic space research while spending lags
behind", Itis 13.7m

The Readers’ Editor's office can be contacted by Telephone:
+91-44-28576347/26576300;
E-mall:-readerseditor@thehindu.co.in




Word of the day

Pugnacity:

a natural disposition to be hostile

Sy NONYIMS: aggressiveness, belligerence

Usa g€ Heis legendary for his pugnacity.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/pugnacitypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pAg'naesati/

Word of the day

Presentiment:
a feeling of evil to come

Synonyms: foreboding, premonition

Usage: the lawyer had a presentiment that
the judge would dismiss the case.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/presentimentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /prrzen.tr.mant/
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Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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