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Issue Details from the article

What happened?
The Centre indicated it would move a resolution in the Lok Sabha to refer the FCRA 
Amendment Bill, 2026 to a JPC for detailed examination.

Why the backlash?
Critics argue that some provisions give the government extensive powers over organisations 
receiving foreign contributions and could adversely affect charities, educational institutions, 
religious bodies and NGOs.

Tamil Nadu's position
The Tamil Nadu Assembly unanimously passed a resolution asking the Centre to withdraw 
the Bill in its present form.

Tamil Nadu's key concern
Provisions dealing with the transfer, management, disposal and sale of assets of charitable 
organisations were highlighted as problematic.

FCRA registration provisions
Concerns were raised regarding situations involving expiry, non-renewal/refusal of renewal, 
cancellation or surrender of FCRA registration.

Minority institutions
Tamil Nadu argued that the amendments could adversely affect the autonomy and functioning 
of educational and social-welfare institutions run by minority communities.

Mizoram protests
Hundreds participated in a rally organised by the newly formed Council of Churches in 
Mizoram, fearing disproportionate effects on Christian institutions.



Churches' concern
Protesters argued that the Bill could give a designated authority sweeping powers over land, 
buildings, funds and other assets of churches/NGOs whose FCRA registrations are cancelled 
or not renewed.

Mizoram government's position
Chief Minister Lalduhoma had urged the Centre to refer the Bill to a JPC for wider 
consultation.

Nagaland's position
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio also wrote to Union Home Minister Amit Shah seeking greater 
parliamentary scrutiny.

Government/BJP argument
BJP MLA M. Bhojarajan defended the amendment, arguing that changes are needed to 
ensure foreign funds are not used for anti-national activities.

Opposition position
Opposition parties continued demanding complete withdrawal of the Bill rather than merely 
sending it to a JPC.

DMK's position
DMK leader Tiruchi Siva said referring the current Bill to a JPC would not solve the problem 
because the Bill itself was unacceptable.

Core constitutional/policy 
debate

National security and accountability of foreign funding vs autonomy, property rights, 
natural justice and freedom of legitimate charitable/religious/educational organisations.



Issue Existing FCRA framework New FCRA Amendment Bill, 2026 Significance

FCRA registration validity Registration generally valid for 5 years, requiring renewal 5-year framework continues
No fundamental change 
here

When certificate can end
Certificate can be cancelled by government or surrendered
by organisation

Adds formal “cessation” when registration expires without 
renewal, renewal isn't applied for, or renewal is denied

🔴 Important expansion

Assets after cancellation
Foreign contribution and assets created from it can vest in 
prescribed authority when registration is cancelled

Continues Existing power

Assets after surrender
Assets created from foreign contribution can vest in 
prescribed authority upon surrender

Continues
Existing since earlier 
amendment

Assets after non-
renewal/expiry

Non-renewal was not expressly treated like 
cancellation/surrender for this asset-vesting framework

Assets can vest in a Designated Authority even when 
registration ceases because of expiry/non-
renewal/renewal denial

🔴Most controversial 
change

New Designated Authority Existing law refers to an authority as prescribed
Bill creates a specific Designated Authority for vesting, 
supervision, management and disposal

🔴 Greater institutional 
power

Partly foreign-funded 
assets

Existing provisions focus on assets created from foreign 
contribution

Bill expressly covers assets created wholly or partly from 
foreign contribution

🔴Much broader impact

Mixed domestic + foreign 
funding

Less explicit under current vesting framework
Entire mixed-funded asset may initially vest; organisation 
can seek return of a distinct/ascertainable domestic-
funded portion

Major concern for 
schools/hospitals etc.

Failure to notify — Foreign contrib



Temporary or permanent vesting Existing framework less elaborate
Vesting can initially be provisional; it becomes 
permanent if registration isn't restored/renewed/freshly 
granted within the prescribed period

New structured 
mechanism

Can assets be returned? —
If certificate is renewed/restored/freshly granted, 
Designated Authority must return the unutilised foreign 
contribution/assets as applicable

Safeguard

What can government do with 
permanently vested assets?

Less detailed framework
Authority can transfer assets to Central/State 
government bodies or dispose of them, including by 
sale

🔴 Major new power

Money after disposal —
Disposal proceeds and unutilised foreign contribution go 
to the Consolidated Fund of India

New provision

Places of worship Existing general framework
If permanently vested property is wholly/partly a place 
of worship, its religious character must be maintained

Specific safeguard

Prior-permission route

An unregistered entity may receive 
foreign contribution for a specific 
source/purpose/amount with prior 
permission

Bill allows government to prescribe a time period within 
which such contribution must be received and utilised

Additional control

Key functionaries
Directors/persons responsible for 
company conduct can face liability

Bill specifically defines “key functionaries”—directors, 
partners, trustees, Karta, office-bearers/governing-body 
members and others managing organisation

Broader 
clarity/accountability

Defunct organisation Existing provisions apply generally
Last key functionaries must inform the Centre when 
organisation becomes defunct/ceases to exist

New statutory duty



Point JPC

Full form Joint Parliamentary Committee

Members MPs from Lok Sabha + Rajya Sabha

Nature Ad hoc / temporary committee

Created for A specific issue or Bill

Constituted by
Parliament through a motion/resolution agreed to by the 

Houses

Chairperson
Generally appointed/nominated according to 

parliamentary procedure; typically from the Lok Sabha

Political representation Usually reflects the party strength in Parliament

Can examine documents? Yes

Can call officials/experts? Yes, as permitted under parliamentary procedure

Can seek evidence? Yes

Final output
Submits a report with findings/recommendations to 

Parliament

Recommendations legally binding? No

Permanent body? ❌ No; it ends after completing its assigned work



JPC Department-related Standing Committee

Temporary/ad hoc
Relatively permanent/continuing parliamentary 
committee system

Created for a particular matter
Examines work and Bills relating to particular 
ministries

Members from both Houses Members from both Houses

Dissolves after completing assigned task Reconstituted periodically

Example: JPC on a particular Bill/scandal
E.g. Standing Committee dealing with Home Affairs, 
Finance etc.







Aspect 2016 framework New amended framework

Governing framework
River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and 
Management) Authorities Order, 2016

Amendment to the 2016 Order

Basic approach Broad “construction-free zone” approach Stratified/risk-based regulation

Flood plain definition
Broadly linked to areas inundated by floods, 
including very rare flood events

Divided according to frequency/severity of flooding

Active flood plain
Construction restrictions applied, but “active” lacked 
sufficient clarity

Specifically identified as area adjoining the channel 
that floods at least once every 5 years

Moderate-risk area No clear separate regulatory category
Middle/regulatory zone: flooding roughly once in 5–
25 years

Lower-frequency/high-severity area No comparable differentiated treatment
Outer/warning zone: flooding during approximately 
25–100-year events

Construction
Blanket language was often relied upon to oppose 
flood-plain construction

Construction may be considered in 
regulatory/warning zones subject to official 
clearances

Active flood plain Restrictive
Continues to face strict construction prohibition, 
with limited exceptions

Regulatory philosophy One broad restriction Regulation based on actual flood risk



Zone
Approximate flood 

frequency
Meaning Construction position

Active Flood Plain
At least once every 5 

years

Land immediately 

adjoining the 

river/channel and 

regularly inundated

Strictly 

restricted/prohibited, 

except limited permitted 

activities

Middle / Regulatory 

Zone
Once in 5–25 years

Moderately flood-

prone area

Construction may be 

permitted after 

prescribed 

approvals/clearances

Outer / Warning 

Zone

Severe events 

occurring roughly 

once in 25–100 

years

Less frequently 

flooded peripheral 

area

Construction may be 

permitted subject to 

official clearance and 

regulation



Risk Possible consequence

Reduction in natural flood-storage area Higher flood levels elsewhere

Concrete construction Reduced groundwater recharge

Encroachment Restriction of the river's natural movement

Extreme rainfall
Structures considered relatively safe may 
become vulnerable

Urbanisation Increased runoff into the river

Weak enforcement
“Conditional construction” could gradually 
become widespread construction

Climate change
Historical 25/100-year flood calculations may 
underestimate future risk





• What is a “notifiable disease”?

• A notifiable disease is a disease whose diagnosed 
cases must be reported to designated public-health 
authorities under the applicable legal/administrative 
framework.

• In simplified form:

• Patient diagnosed → healthcare provider reports 
case → government database/surveillance system 
→ authorities analyse incidence and trends → 
better health planning

• It does not mean that cancer becomes contagious 
or that cancer patients are subjected to quarantine. 
The purpose here is systematic reporting and 
surveillance.



Benefit How notification could help

Early detection Better identification of cancer patterns and high-risk populations

Cancer registry More comprehensive recording of diagnosed cases

Resource allocation
Government can plan hospitals, oncology centres and equipment based 
on disease burden

Screening programmes High-incidence districts/groups can receive targeted screening

Research Better epidemiological data

Policy making Evidence-based cancer-control policies

Treatment planning Authorities can estimate demand for oncology services

Regional mapping Cancer clusters or unusually high incidence may be identified

Prevention Data can help identify environmental/lifestyle risk patterns

Uniformity Common reporting standards can improve comparability between States





Cancer Registry Cancer as a Notifiable Disease

Collects cancer data from 

participating sources

Creates a formal reporting 

obligation under the applicable 

framework

Useful for epidemiological 

research

Intended to strengthen 

systematic reporting

Coverage may depend on 

registry arrangements

Seeks broader reporting of 

diagnosed cases

Helps estimate cancer burden
Can improve completeness and 

timeliness of surveillance





Indicator, 2022 🇮🇳 India 🌍World

New cancer cases/year 1,413,316 (14.13 lakh) 19,976,499 (~2.0 crore)

Cancer deaths/year 916,827 (9.17 lakh) 9,743,832 (97.44 lakh)

5-year prevalent cases 3,258,518 (32.59 lakh) —

Age-standardised incidence 
/100,000

98.5 196.9

Approx. ASR expressed 
/1,000*

0.985 1.969

Risk of developing cancer 
before age 75

10.6% —

Age-standardised mortality 
/100,000

64.4 —



Rank Country New cases/year ASR /100,000

🥇 1 🇨🇳 China 4,824,703 201.6

🥈 2 🇺🇸 United States 2,380,189 367.0

🥉 3 🇮🇳 India 1,413,316 98.5

4 🇯🇵 Japan 1,005,157 267.1

5 🇷🇺 Russia 635,560 248.1



Rank Country ASR /100,000 Equivalent /1,000* New cases

🥇 1 🇦🇺 Australia 462.5 4.625 212,332

🥈 2 🇳🇿 New Zealand 427.3 4.273 38,157

🥉 3 🇩🇰 Denmark 374.7 3.747 48,840

4 🇺🇸 United States 367.0 3.670 2,380,189

5 🇳🇴 Norway 357.9 3.579 40,305









• Why is Deepak Dhar in the news?

• Indian theoretical physicist Deepak 
Dhar has been awarded the ICTP Dirac 
Medal for major contributions to 
statistical physics, particularly his 
pioneering work on the Abelian 
sandpile model.

• He shares the honour with three 
other physicists:

• For exams, Deepak Dhar → Abelian 
Sandpile Model → Statistical Physics 
→ Dirac Medal is the most important 
association.

Winner Broad area highlighted

Deepak Dhar
Statistical mechanics; 

Abelian sandpile model

Bernard Derrida Statistical physics

Marc Mézard
Statistical physics and 

complex systems

Haim Sompolinsky
Statistical physics and 

theoretical neuroscience



System Basic analogy

Earthquakes Stress accumulates → sudden release

Forest fires Conditions accumulate → trigger causes large spread

Neural networks Small activity may trigger cascades of neuronal activity

Financial markets Small disturbances can sometimes produce large fluctuations

Complex networks Local failure can propagate through a system

Statistical mechanics
Helps explain collective behaviour arising from many interacting 
components



Feature Details

Award ICTP Dirac Medal

Established 1985

Awarding institution International Centre for Theoretical Physics (ICTP)

Location Trieste, Italy

Field Theoretical Physics

Named after Paul A.M. Dirac

Announcement Traditionally announced on Dirac's birthday

Purpose Outstanding contributions to theoretical physics

Important restriction
Normally not awarded to Nobel laureates, Fields 
Medallists or Wolf Prize winners



• Who was Paul Dirac?

• Paul Dirac was one of the most influential theoretical physicists of the 20th century.

• His work helped establish the mathematical foundations of quantum mechanics.

• One of his greatest contributions was the Dirac equation, which combined quantum 
mechanics with special relativity in describing electrons and famously led to the theoretical 
prediction of antimatter.

• He shared the 1933 Nobel Prize in Physics with Erwin Schrödinger.

• So remember:

• Paul Dirac → Quantum Mechanics → Dirac Equation → Antimatter → Nobel Physics 
1933

•



Area Details

Born 1951

Birthplace Pratapgarh, Uttar Pradesh

Undergraduate/early education Allahabad University

Master's IIT Kanpur

PhD California Institute of Technology (Caltech)

PhD completed 1978

Famous academic connection
Was a teaching assistant to Richard Feynman at 
Caltech

Career decision
Returned to India after doctorate rather than 
remaining in the US

Major institution
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), 
Mumbai

Later institution IISER Pune

Since 2024 INSA Distinguished Professor at ICTS, Bengaluru

Major field Statistical mechanics/statistical physics

Best-known contribution Abelian Sandpile Model



AWARD YEAR IMPORTANCE

Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize 1991 Major Indian science award

TWAS Prize 2002 International science recognition

Boltzmann Medal 2022
Among the most prestigious 
honours in statistical physics

Padma Bhushan 2023
India's third-highest civilian 
award

ICTP Dirac Medal 2026
Major international honour in 
theoretical physics





Point Details

Regulator DGCA

Rules Civil Aviation Requirement (CAR)

Issued September 2021

Effective from 31 January 2022

Objective

Prevent psychoactive-substance 

use from compromising aviation 

safety



Personnel Covered?

Commercial pilots ✅ Yes

Trainee pilots ✅ Yes

Air Traffic Controllers (ATCs) ✅ Yes

Aircraft maintenance engineers ✅ Yes

Certifying staff ✅ Yes

Instructors ✅ Yes

Examiners ✅ Yes

Other safety-sensitive personnel Can be covered



• Is everyone tested randomly?

• No.

• According to the article, flight crew and air-traffic controllers are the only categories for 
which a 10% annual random-testing requirement is specifically mandated.

• Other personnel can be tested under circumstances such as:

• at recruitment/hiring, 

• after particular incidents, 

• when otherwise required under the applicable framework. 

• Airlines, flying schools and maintenance organisations are also encouraged to extend 
random testing to other workforce categories.



• How is the drug test performed?

• The process involves an important two-sample/two-stage 
mechanism.

• Step 1 — Sample collection

• The urine sample is divided into two separate containers.

• Think of these as:

• Sample A → screening

• Sample B → confirmation/reference sample

• Step 2 — Initial screening test

• The first container is subjected to an immediate screening test.

• If it is negative, ordinarily there is no positive screening indication.

• If the screening result is “non-negative”, it indicates possible 
presence of a psychoactive substance.

• Importantly:

• “Non-negative” ≠ automatically confirmed drug abuse.

• It triggers the next stage.



• Why is confirmatory testing important?

• Because a screening test can sometimes detect substances resulting from legitimate 
medication, rather than prohibited recreational drug use.

• The article gives the example of pain-relief medication containing codeine, which may 
trigger a positive indication for opiates.

• Therefore, when the confirmatory test is positive, the organisation's medical officer must 
consider whether the result resulted from:

• legitimate therapeutic treatment, 

• another innocent/legitimate source, or 

• actual prohibited drug consumption. 

• This distinction is particularly important because the consequences for aviation 
personnel can include long suspensions and ultimately licence cancellation.



• What medicines could potentially cause complications?

• The article cites an advisory from the Airline Pilots' Association of India (ALPA India) cautioning 
pilots against self-medication.

• Some commonly available medicines for:

• cold, 

• cough, 

• allergies, 

• pain, and 

• sleep 

• may contain substances falling within tested psychoactive categories.

• Therefore, aviation personnel need to be particularly careful about medications and should follow 
appropriate medical advice rather than casually self-medicate



Third positive test
A third positive test leads to 
cancellation of the person's licence.
Easy sequence to remember:
1st → Rehabilitation
2nd → 3-year suspension
3rd → Licence cancellation





Feature Details

Lead agency NASA

Indian partner invited ISRO

Target region Moon's South Pole

Broad objective Long-duration/permanent human presence

Missions envisaged Both crewed and uncrewed

Scientific objective New discoveries and lunar research

Long-term objective
Prepare technologies and experience for 
deep-space exploration







Artemis Programme Artemis Accords

NASA-led lunar exploration programme
International principles/framework for 
peaceful space exploration

Concerned with missions, astronauts and lunar 
exploration

Concerned with norms of behaviour and 
cooperation

Includes Artemis missions Signed by participating countries

Goal includes sustainable lunar presence
Covers transparency, interoperability, 
emergency assistance, scientific data etc.



Feature NISAR

Full form NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar

Partners NASA + ISRO

Type Earth-observation satellite

Technology Synthetic Aperture Radar

Primary purpose
Observe changes in Earth's land and ice 
surfaces

Applications
Glaciers, forests, agriculture, disasters, 
ecosystems and crustal deformation



• . Important geopolitical dimension

• The Moon is increasingly becoming an arena of technological competition as well as scientific 
collaboration.

• Major actors include:

• United States → Artemis architecture

• China → expanding Chang'e programme and planned lunar research infrastructure

• India → Chandrayaan programme and growing human-spaceflight capabilities

• Russia → longstanding lunar programme and proposed international cooperation

• This makes India's international partnerships strategically important.

• However, space exploration is also governed by international law, particularly the principle that outer 
space is to be explored and used peacefully.

•



Question Answer

NASA invited which Indian organisation? ISRO

Proposed programme Moon Base programme

Target region Lunar South Pole

Why South Pole?
Water ice + scientific value + potentially useful illumination 
conditions

India's famous South-polar-region mission Chandrayaan-3

India joined Artemis Accords 2023

NASA-ISRO Earth observation mission NISAR

NISAR full form NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar

India-US critical technology initiative mentioned TRUST

TRUST launched February 2025

Bilateral space mechanism Civil Space Joint Working Group (CSJWG)

UN space body mentioned COPUOS

India's human-spaceflight programme Gaganyaan

Long-term lunar objective
Sustainable human presence + science + preparation for deep-
space exploration









Thank you ☺


