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• “Believe in your infinite 
potential. Your only limitations are 
those you set upon yourself.”







Trade and Market 
Access: Removing 

tariffs on Indian steel, 
aluminium, textiles.

Defence Cooperation:
Expanding joint R&D 
under the Defense 

Technology and Trade 
Initiative (DTTI).

Technology & Critical 
Minerals: Ensuring 

secure supply chains for 
rare earth elements 
and semiconductors.

Energy & Oil Imports:
Discussion on India’s 
purchase of Russian 

crude and U.S. energy 
exports.

Regional Security:
Afghanistan, Indo-

Pacific, and Operation 
Sindoor coordination.

Bilateral Mechanisms:
Reviving the Trade 

Policy Forum and 2+2 
Dialogue.



Issue Status / Tension

U.S. Tariffs
Additional duties on Indian steel & textiles hurt 
exports.

Visas
Restrictions on H-1B extensions affect Indian tech 
workers.

Russian Oil Imports
U.S. pressure on India to cut purchases of Russian 
crude.

Operation Sindoor Narrative
Different public positions over India’s Afghan 
engagement.

Trade Deficit
U.S. seeks market access for agriculture & medical 
devices.



Parameter Detail

Envoy Name Sergio Gor

Designation
U.S. Ambassador-designate to India / Special 

Envoy for South & Central Asia

Meeting Date October 2025

Indian Leaders Met PM Modi, EAM Jaishankar, NSA Doval, FS Misri

Focus Areas Trade, Defence, Technology, Critical Minerals

Upcoming Event
ASEAN Summit – Kuala Lumpur (Oct 26–27 

2025)

Issue Backdrop
Tariffs + visa strains + Operation Sindoor 

differences









• Women’s Rights & Governance Remarks

• Muttaqi addressed global criticism of Taliban’s restrictions on women, calling earlier 
exclusion of women journalists from press events a “technical error.”

• Stated:

• “Afghanistan has 10 million students, including 2.8 million women.”

• “There are limitations in specific areas, but education is not declared haram.”

• Promised gradual easing of restrictions “to avoid internal conflict.”





Parameter Details

Leader Amir Khan Muttaqi (Afghanistan Acting FM)

Country Accused Pakistan

Accusation Harboring IS fighters; destabilizing border

Retaliation Afghan forces attacked 19 Pakistani posts

Mediators Saudi Arabia, Qatar

Venue of Remarks Embassy of Afghanistan, New Delhi

Focus Issue
Durand Line conflict and TTP’s use of 

Afghan territory









Parameter Detail

Platform Adopted Zoho Office Suite

Migrated From NIC email system

Users Covered 12 lakh central govt. employees (including PMO)

Headquarters of Zoho Chennai, Tamil Nadu

Supervising Agency National Informatics Centre (NIC)

Auditing Bodies CERT-In, SQS

Key Vision Atmanirbhar Bharat in Digital Ecosystem







• The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) has 
unearthed new evidence of Iron Age culture at Thirumalapuram in 
Tenkasi district, near the Western Ghats.

• This site, according to tentative estimates, could date back to the 
early to mid-third millennium BCE — contemporaneous with sites like 
Adichanallur and Sivagalai.

• The findings may significantly push back the timeline of Iron Age 
culture in South India.



Parameter Details

Department Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA)

Site Name Thirumalapuram, near Western Ghats, Tenkasi district

Area Covered ~25 acres (about 10 km NW of present-day village)

Excavation Started 2024

Report Title
Archaeological Excavations in Tamil Nadu: A 
Preliminary Report

Current Stage 1st phase completed; scientific dating in progress





Site
Estimated Period 
(BCE)

Cultural Phase

Adichanallur 3,345 – 2,513 BCE
Iron Age / Early 
Historic

Sivagalai 3,000 – 2,600 BCE Iron Age

Thirumalapuram 
(Tenkasi)

Early to mid-3rd 
millennium BCE

Proto-Iron Age (based 
on tentative 
estimates)



• Unique Features

• Black-and-red ware with white painted designs — similar to earlier 
finds from:

• Kallupatti

• Adichanallur

• Sivagalai

• Thulukarpatti

• Korkai

• Distinct urn symbols suggest a shared cultural continuum across 
South Tamil Nadu’s Iron Age settlements.



Parameter Detail

New Site Thirumalapuram (Tenkasi District, TN)

Department Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA)

Estimated Period Early to Mid-3rd Millennium BCE

Key Discoveries Urn burials, black-red ware, gold rings, bone artefacts

Artefacts Found 78 (Bone, Iron, Bronze, Gold)

Similar Sites Adichanallur, Sivagalai, Korkai

Cultural Phase Iron Age / Proto-Iron Age

Region Feature Western Ghats, Lasagaparaperi tank vicinity







India will be represented at the 
Peace Summit on Gaza in Sharm 
el-Sheikh (Egypt) by Minister of 

State for External Affairs 
Kirtivardhan Singh, in place of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
who declined due to short notice.

The summit is co-hosted by Egypt 
and the United States and seeks to 

consolidate the ceasefire 
agreement between Israel and 

Hamas, brokered earlier by Egypt, 
Qatar, and the U.S.



Aspect Detail

Conflict Context

The 2023 Gaza War left thousands dead; the 

recent ceasefire has seen exchange of hostages 

and prisoners.

Summit Venue Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt

Summit Hosts
President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi (Egypt) & U.S. 

President Donald Trump

Objective
Cement ceasefire, initiate reconstruction of Gaza, 

ensure regional stability

Participants

20+ world leaders from the U.S., Europe, Gulf, 

and Asia; UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

and leaders from France, Italy, Spain, U.K.



. Egypt–India Bilateral Component

Egyptian FM Sameh Shoukry is visiting India later 
this week for the India–Egypt Strategic Dialogue.

His visit is the first since January 2023 under the 
Sisi–Modi Strategic Partnership Agreement.

Discussions include:

• Reconstruction of Gaza

• Maritime security (Haifa port alignment)

• Counter-terror cooperation (Operation Sindoor)



Interest Area India’s Objective

Diplomatic Balance
Maintain neutrality—support humanitarian cause without 
alienating Israel.

Energy Security
Stability in the Middle East ensures uninterrupted oil 
supplies.

Global South Voice
Project India as a peace-building partner under “Vasudhaiva 
Kutumbakam”.

Defence & Tech
Strengthen India–Egypt defence cooperation (joint 
production of LCA Tejas & MRO deals).







•The “Gaza Declaration”, a multilateral 
peace accord mediated by the U.S. 
(Donald Trump), Egypt, Qatar, and 
Türkiye, has formally ended the two-
year Gaza war between Israel and 
Hamas.
•The declaration followed a large-scale 
prisoner-hostage exchange:
•Hamas released 20 surviving Israeli 
hostages and pledged to return the 
bodies of 27 more.
•Israel freed 1,968 Palestinian 
prisoners, mostly from Gaza and the 
West Bank.





Parameter Detail

Ceasefire Agreement Name Gaza Declaration (2025)

Mediators U.S., Egypt, Qatar, Türkiye

Hostages Released 20 Israelis ; 27 bodies to follow

Prisoners Freed 1,968 Palestinians

Conflict Duration 2023 – 2025 (2 years)

Next Step
Phase 2 – Demilitarization + 
Reconstruction talks







Indicator 2022 2023 Change

Total Births 
Registered

2.54 crore 2.52 crore ↓ 2.32 lakh fewer

Total Deaths 
Registered

86.5 lakh 86.6 lakh ↑ Slight rise

Sex Ratio at Birth 
(SRB)

– –
Varies widely across 
states



Source & Background

Report prepared by the Registrar General of 
India (RGI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Data drawn from the Civil Registration System 
(CRS) – the official national mechanism for 
recording births and deaths.

Released annually as part of the Vital Statistics 
of India series.



Highest SRB (Females per 1000 males) Lowest SRB (Females per 1000 males)

Arunachal Pradesh – 1085 Jharkhand – 899

Nagaland – 1007 Bihar – 900

Goa – 973 Telangana – 906

Tripura – 972 Maharashtra – 909

Ladakh – 972 Gujarat – 910







Sector Implication

Population Planning
Reinforces focus on health & education over 
coercive population control.

Gender Equality
Need for targeted schemes in low-SRB states 
(Bihar, Jharkhand, Gujarat).

Public Health
Higher institutional birth rates → better 
maternal outcomes.

Data Governance
CRS strengthening shows improved 
administrative reliability for vital stats.



Parameter 2023 Data

Total Births 2.52 crore

Total Deaths 86.6 lakh

Highest SRB Arunachal Pradesh – 1,085

Lowest SRB Jharkhand – 899

Institutional Births 74.7%

Overall Registration Coverage 98.4%

Report Published By Registrar General of India (RGI)

System Used Civil Registration System (CRS)





• A joint study by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis 
(IEEFA) and JMK Research and Analytics highlights serious implementation 
delays in the PM Surya Ghar Yojana (PMSGY) — India’s flagship rooftop solar 
initiative.

• Despite increased applications, only 13.1% of the target (1 crore 
households) has been achieved by July 2025.



Feature Details

Launched 2023

Objective
Install rooftop solar in 1 crore households

(FY 2027 target)

Implementing Agencies
MNRE (Ministry of New & Renewable 

Energy), DISCOMs, State Nodal Agencies

Subsidy Outlay ₹65,700 crore

Achievement (as of July 2025) 13.1% of target; 14.1% subsidy utilized

Installed Capacity 4.946 GW (4,946 MW)

Beneficiaries ~16 lakh households

Contribution to Total Rooftop Capacity
~44.5% of total residential rooftop solar 

capacity





Parameter Status (as of July 2025)

Applications Received 57.9 lakh

Installed Capacity 4.946 GW

Subsidy Disbursed ₹9,281 crore

Total Outlay ₹65,700 crore

Beneficiary Households 16 lakh

Share of National Rooftop Solar 44.5%



Challenge Area Description

Procedural Delays
Lengthy approval and metering; fragmented 
communication.

Utility Inefficiency
DISCOMs slow in rooftop integration, citing grid 
safety.

Cost Competitiveness
Domestic modules expensive vs. Chinese 
imports.

Consumer Awareness
Low understanding of application & subsidy 
processes.

State-Level Targets
Absence of granular capacity goals hampers 
accountability.



National Goal (India) Progress/Status

500 GW renewable capacity by 
2030

~197 GW achieved (as of mid-
2025)

280 GW solar energy target 
(2030)

~87 GW achieved

Rooftop solar share target (40%)
Currently ~18% of total solar 
capacity

Net-zero emissions by 2070
Dependent on acceleration in 
distributed solar energy



Parameter Value / Note

Scheme Name PM Surya Ghar Yojana (PMSGY)

Target Year FY 2027

Total Target 1 crore rooftop installations

Total Subsidy Outlay ₹65,700 crore

Installed Capacity (till July 2025) 4,946 MW

Beneficiaries 16 lakh households

Implementing Agency MNRE

Study Published By IEEFA & JMK Research

Top State (as per earlier reports) Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu













Parameter Detail

Full name
Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory 
of Alfred Nobel

First awarded 1969

First winners Ragnar Frisch (Norway) & Jan Tinbergen (Netherlands)

Prize money (2025) 11 million SEK (≈ $1.2 million)

Established by Sveriges Riksbank (Swedish Central Bank)

Selected by Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

Distinct from
Original five Nobel Prizes (Physics, Chemistry, Medicine, 
Peace, Literature)



Year Laureates Work/Theme

2024
Simon Johnson, James 
Robinson, Daron Acemoglu

Institutions & economic 
development

2021
David Card, Joshua Angrist, 
Guido Imbens

Empirical labor economics

2018
William Nordhaus & Paul 
Romer

Climate economics & 
endogenous growth

2008 Paul Krugman
Trade theory & economic 
geography



Parameter Answer

Nobel Economic Prize 2025 Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt

Prize Theme Innovation-driven economic growth

Country Affiliation USA, France, UK

Prize Money 11 million SEK (~$1.2 million)

Key Theory
Creative Destruction Model 
(Schumpeterian Growth)

Institution Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences



Maitri II Research Station in 
Antarctica



• The Ministry of Finance has given in-principle approval for setting up Maitri II, India’s new 
research station in east Antarctica. 

• What is Maitri II? 

• About: Maitri II is India's upcoming and fourth research station in Antarctica, scheduled to 
be completed by January 2029. It strengthens India’s long-term scientific presence under the 
Antarctic Treaty System (ATS, 1959).

• Purpose & Need: It is being built to replace the old Maitri station (1989), which has 
surpassed its original design life of 10 years and has issues like flawed waste management.



• Nodal Agency: The project is led by the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research 
(NCPOR) in Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

• Key Features:

• Larger and Greener: Bigger than the original Maitri, planned as a "green research base."

• Renewable Energy: Uses solar power for summer and wind energy to harness Antarctic 
winds.

• Advanced Technology: Equipped with automated instruments to record and relay data 
to mainland India even when unmanned.

• Improved Infrastructure: Features upgraded living conditions and improved toilets.



• Significance:

• Antarctica contains 75% of Earth’s freshwater, and studying its ice 
sheets is crucial for forecasting sea-level rise.

• Critical for understanding untapped mineral deposits, marine 
biodiversity, and ecological baselines.

• Reinforces India’s voice in global climate and polar governance 
discussions.



• India’s Other Research Stations in Antarctica

• Dakshin Gangotri (1983):Dakshin Gangotri, established under the Indian 
Antarctic Program in 1983, was India’s first scientific research base in 
Antarctica, but it was submerged in ice and decommissioned in 1990.

• The Indian Antarctic Programme, led by NCPOR, began in 1981 to 
conduct scientific research and protect India’s interests in the polar 
region.



• Maitri (1989): Maitri is India’s second permanent research station in 
Antarctica, established in 1989.

• It is located in the rocky mountainous Schirmacher Oasis, and India also 
created a freshwater lake nearby, called Lake Priyadarshini.

• Bharti (2012): Located about 3,000 km east of Maitri, the ‘Bharati’ research 
station lies between Thala Fjord and Quilty Bay.

• Commissioned in 2012, it has a compact design and supports year-
round scientific research under the Indian Antarctic Program.



International Blue Flag Certification



• Five beaches in Maharashtra have received the international Blue Flag 
certification.

• The list includes Shrivardhan and Nagaon beaches, Parnaka, and 
Guhagar and Ladghar beaches.

• What is Blue Flag Certification?

• Blue Flag is a globally recognized eco-label for beaches, marinas, and 
sustainable boating operators that meet strict environmental, safety, 
educational, and accessibility standards, often termed the gold standard of 
beach cleanliness.



It is administered by the Foundation for Environmental Education 
(FEE), a Denmark-based non-profit recognized by UNEP and 
UNESCO.

India implements Blue Flag under BEAMS (Beach Environment & 
Aesthetics Management Services) within the Integrated Coastal 
Zone Management Programme.

The nodal agency In India is the Society of Integrated Coastal 
Management (SICOM) under the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change (MoEFCC).



Blue Flag beaches in India (2025)

India has 12 certified beaches: Shivrajpur 
(Gujarat), Ghoghla (Diu), Kasarkod 

(Karnataka), Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad 
(Kerala), Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh), 

Golden Beach/Puri (Odisha), Radhanagar 
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands), Kovalam 
(Tamil Nadu), Eden Beach (Puducherry), 

Minicoy Thundi (Lakshadweep), and 
Kadmat (Lakshadweep).



Kenton R. Miller 
Award



• Dr Sonali Ghosh, Field Director of Kaziranga National Park 
became the first Indian to receive the prestigious WCPA-Kenton 
Miller Award at the IUCN World Conservation Congress held in 
Abu Dhabi, UAE.



• About Kenton R. Miller Award

• Established in 2006, the Kenton R. Miller Award for Innovation in National 
Parks and Protected Area Sustainability is presented every two years by 
the World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA).

• WCPA is one of the six technical commissions of the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

• The award honors individuals who demonstrate innovation and leadership 
in conserving national parks and protected areas, particularly in ensuring 
their long-term sustainability.

• The award is named after Dr. Kenton R. Miller, a former IUCN Director 
General and a prominent global leader in protected area management.



Abel Prize 2025



• Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara was awarded the Abel Prize 
2025 for contributions to algebraic analysis and representation theory.

• Contributions of Masaki Kashiwara

• He pioneered the theory of D-modules, an algebraic framework to study 
systems of linear partial differential equations (PDEs).

• He developed tools like microsupport and characteristic varieties, which reveal 
how singularities in equations propagate.

• His work on sheaf theory, deepened understanding of how local analytical data 
connects to global geometric structure.



• About Abel Prize

• The Abel Prize is an international award recognizing outstanding scientific work in 
mathematics, often considered the equivalent of a Nobel Prize for mathematicians.

• It is named in honor of the 19th-century Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik 
Abel.

• Awarded by: The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters on behalf of the 
Government of Norway.

• Selection process: An expert committee of five internationally recognized 
mathematicians recommends the laureate(s) to the Norwegian Academy of Science 
and Letters.

• The prize was established by the Norwegian Parliament in 2002 and first awarded 
in 2003.

• It can be awarded to mathematicians of any age and nationality.



• Some Notable Laureates

• Jean-Pierre Serre: First laureate (2003) for 
contributions in algebraic geometry and 
topology.

• Srinivasa S. R. Varadhan: Indian-origin 
mathematician, won in 2007.

• Michel Talagrand (France) For contributions 
to probability theory and functional analysis 
won in 2024.



Base Year Revision of 
Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP)



• The Ministry of Statistics and 
Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) is set to revise the base 
year of the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP) to 2022–23, 
aligning it with the new base 
year proposed for GDP 
estimation.



• Need for Revising the Base Year

• The IIP is a key short-term indicator of industrial activity, 
used by the government, RBI, and researchers for 
policymaking, forecasting, and national accounts.

• The last IIP base year revision was 2011–12 and since then, 
major technological changes, product diversification, and 
digitalization have reshaped industrial production.

• India’s economic structure has transformed: services 
contribute 62.5% of GVA, agriculture 15%, and 
industry 22%, indicating scope for growth.



• Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
– The IIP is an index which shows the growth rates in different industry 
groups of the economy in a stipulated period of time.
– The IIP is compiled as a simple weighted arithmetic mean of production 
relatives by using Laspeyre’s formula.
– It is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industry 
groups classified under:
1. Broad sectors: Mining, Manufacturing, and Electricity.
2. Use-based sectors: Basic Goods, Capital Goods, and Intermediate 
Goods.
– Released by: The Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) , Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation.
– Base year: 2011-2012
– Periodicity: Monthly basis



Operation Golden 
Sweep



• The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has launched “Operation 
Golden Sweep”, cracking down on a transnational gold smuggling syndicate at 
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport.



• What it is?

• A strategic intelligence-led operation by DRI aimed at dismantling a global gold 
smuggling network using transit passengers and airport insiders to transport 
contraband gold into India.

• Agency Involved: Conducted by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) under 
the Ministry of Finance.

• Aim: To disrupt organized smuggling cartels, safeguard India’s economic security, and curb 
illicit gold inflows that undermine legitimate trade and drain foreign exchange reserves.



• Features:

• Gold seized: 10.488 kg of 24-carat gold valued at ₹12.58 crore.

• Modus operandi: Transit passengers from Dubai, Singapore, Bangkok, 
and Dhaka concealed gold in egg-shaped wax capsules inside their 
bodies.

•



• International Purple Fest 2025



• The International Purple Fest 2025 was recently concluded in Goa, 
showcasing India’s commitment to inclusion, accessibility, and empowerment 
of persons with disabilities (PwDs).



• Hosted by: Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), 
Government of India.

• Organised by:

• Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa.

• In collaboration with Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment and United Nations 
India.

• Aim:

• To mainstream disability inclusion in governance, education, and employment.

• To foster empathy-based awareness and encourage universal design in public spaces.

•



Armenia Joins IUCN



• Armenia has officially joined the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) during the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025 in Abu 
Dhabi, marking its entry into the global coalition for biodiversity protection.



• What it is?

• A landlocked transcontinental country situated in the South Caucasus 
region, at the crossroads of Europe and Asia.

• Capital: Yerevan (Erevan).

• Bordering Nations: Georgia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkey and Nakhchivan exclave 
(Azerbaijan) to the southwest.



UNESCO launches the World’s First Virtual 
Museum of Stolen Cultural Objects



• UNESCO has recently launched 
the world’s first Virtual Museum 
of Stolen Cultural Objects at the 
MONDIACULT 2025 Conference 
in Barcelona, Spain.





• India’s Representation: Features two 9th-century sandstone sculptures from 
Mahadev Temple, Pali (Chhattisgarh) — a Nataraja and Brahma figure —
stolen during colonial-era looting.





Thank you ☺


