Daily Current Affairs

N
momee ¥

op P* 5 g ; HC whip on

o o wde @ 3o e £ 3 )

T et ‘wemitea

bock s A S ooty o na fem bl A s B o ol a4 s ens
oru S, o e 3oifeck Faat o wis dores e o ey o g R e 00 oftowf 25

et = :
Lawlessness, disord
as protesters run ri

"
80 W TN 33 ot YN Pt e e N ey e
0 A 004 016 e e W S 7 e g & e e

eIndianEXPRESS

JOURINALIS M OF COURAGE

AL L SN YD R

€52 new
g sopudatoe Dupter now ey Mod

Donald Trump calls Mc
friend’ lavishes praise or

-

(8 ]

®
i
W

S .

i

i
|
i

H‘jﬁ;i
ad
i

i

it}

-
-

SE e trail NiA
Juckyseanches in TN

THE

SThelndianEXPRESS FINANCIAL
EXPRESS




4

The Hindu y

3
PIB, PRS & Other

LI ' newspaper

2

The Indian
Express

@, .
U Jansatta

1

Financial
Express



Download class24

v

PDF 10 MCQ QUIZ



e “Believe in your infinite
potential. Your only limitations are
those you set upon yourself.”
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Trump envoy meets PM, raising hopes of a thaw

' Ambassador-designate meets with Jaishankar, Talks cover bilateral issues including defence, trade,

Doval and Misri, holds a series of discussions technology, and cooperation on critical minerals

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

lateral ties and fast-

track the India-U.S.
trade agreement, U.S. Am-
bassador-designate to In-
dia and President Donald
Trump’s special envoy for
South and Central Asian
Affairs, Sergio Gor, arrived
in Delhi on Saturday and
met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Mr. Gor, who will be in
India for a few days, is
scheduled to take charge
“in the New Year”, the U.S.
Embassy said, raising spec-
ulation that he is here to
firm up details for a meet-
ing between Mr. Trump
and Mr. Modi on the side-
lines of the upcoming
ASEAN-related summits in
Kuala Lumpur on October
26 and 27.

“I'm confident that his

l n an effort to repair bi-

tenure will further streng-
then the India-U.S. Com-
prehensive Global Strateg-
ic Partnership,” Mr. Modi
said on X.

In a post, Mr. Gor said
he was confident the U.S.-
India relationship would
“only strengthen over the
months ahead”.

Mr. Gor told pressper-
sons that he discussed bi-
lateral issues with Mr. Mo-
di, including defence,
trade, and technology. “We
also discussed the impor-
tance of critical minerals
and the importance of that
to both of our nations.”

Raising hopes
In a series of meetings on
Saturday, Mr. Gor met with
Mr. Modi, External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar, Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval and Foreign Secre-
tary Vikram Misri.

The intensity of the

Strengthening relations: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with

Sergio Gor during a meeting in New Delhi on Saturday. PTi

meetings with India’s fo-
reign policy leadership is
an indicator of the U.S. go-
vernment’s eagerness to
get India-US. relations
back on the rails after
months of strain over the
50% tariffs on Indian
goods, visa crackdowns,
U.S. pressure over ending

India’s Russian oil imports,
and differences over the
narrative on Operation Sin-
door. However, Mr. Modi
and Mr. Trump have had
two telephone calls in the
past month, which have
raised hopes they can re-
pair the rupture in ties.

In particular, any move

by India to reduce its in-
take of Russian Ural will be
watched closely, with the
import level having dipped
already despite larger dis-
counts being offered in re-
cent weeks.

Mr. Modi’s praise of Mr.
Trump’s Gaza peace pro-
posal and tweets in seven
different languages are be-
lieved to be aimed at ad-
dressing Mr. Trump’s ob-
vious annoyance that India
did not join other coun-
tries in endorsing him for
the Nobel Peace Prize and
has denied that the U.S.
had any role in ending the
Operation Sindoor conflict
with Pakistan.

‘Productive exchange’

“Discussed the India-U.S.
relationship and its global
significance,” Mr. Jaishan-
kar posted on social media
after the meeting with Mr.
Gor, wishing him for his

new responsibility in Del-
hi.

According to the Minis-
try of External Affairs Spo-
kesperson, Mr. Gor and Mr.
Misri had a “productive ex-
change on the India-U.S.
Comprehensive  Global
Strategic Partnership and
its shared priorities”.

Mr. Gor is accompanied
by Deputy Secretary for
Management and Resourc-
es Michael J. Rigas, arriving
days after the U.S. Senate
confirmed his appoint-
ment as the U.S. Ambassa-
dor to India. His visit is un-
usual, as according to
normal protocol, he would
arrive in Delhi and conduct
meetings only after he has
presented his credentials
to President Droupadi
Murmu.

However, the timing of
the meeting, just weeks be-
fore the ASEAN summit, as
well as the unorthodox

The meetings take place amid strains in ties
caused by U.S. tariffs on Indian goods

manner of U.S. diplomacy,
are seen as reasons for the
sudden visit. In particular,
Mr. Gor is believed to have
conveyed the urgency of fi-
nalising the India-U.S.
trade agreement at the ear-
liest, before the leaders
meet.

According to a U.S. State
Department release, Mr.
Gor was to be in India from
October 9 to 14. However,
he attended the Indian Em-
bassy Deepavali party in
Washington on October 10
before arriving in Delhi on
Saturday for the meetings.
According to sources, Mr.
Gor will stay on for the
next few days for meetings
inside the U.S. embassy as
well as with other stakehol-
ders in Delhi. He is expect-
ed to return at a later date
to present his credentials
and take charge of the U.S.
embassy in Delhi, as well
as his role in the region.
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Trade and Market
Access: Removing
tariffs on Indian steel,
aluminium, textiles.

Energy & Oil Imports:
Discussion on India’s
purchase of Russian

crude and U.S. energy

exports.

Defence Cooperation:

Expanding joint R&D
under the Defense
Technology and Trade
Initiative (DTTI).

Regional Security:
Afghanistan, Indo-
Pacific, and Operation
Sindoor coordination.

Technology & Critical
Minerals: Ensuring
secure supply chains for
rare earth elements
and semiconductors.

Bilateral Mechanisms:
Reviving the Trade
Policy Forum and 2+2
Dialogue.




Issue Status / Tension

Additional duties on Indian steel & textiles hurt
exports.

U.S. Tariffs

Restrictions on H-1B extensions affect Indian tech

Visas
workers.

U.S. pressure on India to cut purchases of Russian

Russian Oil Imports
crude.

Different public positions over India’s Afghan

Operation Sindoor Narrative
engagement.

U.S. seeks market access for agriculture & medical
devices.

Trade Deficit

——y /




Parameter

Envoy Name
Designation

Meeting Date
Indian Leaders Met

Focus Areas

Upcoming Event

Issue Backdrop

\

Detall
Sergio Gor

U.S. Ambassador-designate to India / Special
Envoy for South & Central Asia

October 2025
PM Modi, EAM Jaishankar, NSA Doval, FS Misri
Trade, Defence, Technology, Critical Minerals

ASEAN Summit — Kuala Lumpur (Oct 2627
2025)

Tariffs + visa strains + Operation Sindoor
differences
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Open to Pak. talks, but have options: Muttaqi

Taliban say Pakistan harbouring IS fighters from I Pakistan has been claiming that the TTP is using Minister says women journalists were left out of

West Asia and must look into its ‘internal failures’

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

fghanistan is open
A to dialogue and di-

plomacy for a
peaceful resolution of its
conflict with Pakistan, but
if the efforts do not suc-
ceed, it has “other means”,
said the acting Foreign Mi-
nister of the Taliban admi-
nistration, Amir Khan Mut-
tagi, on Sunday in
response to the border
clashes between the two
countries.

“There are some special
groups in Pakistan that are
trying to disturb our rela-
tions. After they initiated
hostile activities last week,
we responded to defend
our territory, and after
that, our friends Saudi Ara-
bia and Qatar intervened.
Our doors are open for dia-
logue, but if Pakistan does
not take this opportunity,
then we have other

means,” he said.

Mr. Muttaqi was holding
a second press conference
in the Embassy of Afghan-
istan here after facing a
backlash for not including
women media profession-
als in his Friday interaction
with the media. He said the
previous interaction was
organised at “short notice,
and the exclusion of wo-
men journalists happened
from a “technical error”.

Retaliatory strikes
Pakistan carried out air-
strikes against targets in
Kabul on Thursday, and in
response, the Afghan De-
fence Forces conducted
operations across the Du-
rand Line in which 58 Pa-
kistani soldiers were killed,
said Zabiullah Mujahid,
spokesperson of the Tali-
ban administration.

Mr. Mujahid accused Pa-
kistan of sheltering IS fight-
ers from multiple coun-

Afghan support and territory to launch attacks

Talking tough: Taliban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqgi, left,
addressing a press conference in New Delhi on Sunday. PTi

tries in West Asia, and said
Pakistan-based IS elements
were behind the attacks in
Russia and Iran.

Following heavy clashes
on Sunday, Pakistan has
captured 19 Afghan border
posts, and the border
crossings between the two
countries have been shut
temporarily in view of the
prevailing tension.

Pakistan had claimed
that Thursday’s air strikes
in Kabul eliminated the
leader of the Tehreek-e-Ta-
liban Pakistan (TTP), Mufti
Noor Wali Mehsood, a
claim that was denied by
sources in the TTP.

Pakistan has been
claiming that TTP is draw-
ing support from the Af-
ghan Taliban administra-

tion and is using Afghan
territory to launch attacks
against it. Responding to
the accusations, Mr. Mutta-
qi said the real problem is
Pakistan’s inability to
maintain law and order
along the Durand Line and
the forced expulsion of the
Afghan refugees from Pa-
kistan.

“There are no terror
groups inside Afghanistan.
We have removed them all
over the last four years. Pa-
kistan, which carried out
attacks deep inside Af-
ghanistan, is unable to
stop attacks that are taking
place deep inside its own
territory. They should look
into their internal failures,”
said Mr. Muttagi, urging
Pakistan to control the law
and order situation along
the Durand Line.

“We have established
our control inside Afghan-
istan after four decades of
war, Why is Pakistan un-

able to establish control on
its own territories?” asked
Mr. Muttaqi who ad-
dressed the press confe-
rence with a large flag of
the Taliban-run Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) and expressed “re-
gret” for many of the
deaths that took place dur-
ing the war in Afghanistan.

Condition of women
Faced with multiple ques-
tions on the condition of
women in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan, Mr. Muttaqi
said, “Afghanistan has Is-
lamic rule. In Islam, eve-
ryone’s rights are protect-
ed, be it men or women.
Everyone has rights. There
is no restriction on
anyone.”

He said Afghanistan has
10 million students attend-
ing schools and other edu-
cational institutes, of
which 2.8 million are wo-
men and girls, adding,

Friday’s press conference due to ‘technical error’

“There are limitations in
specific parts, and that
does not mean that we op-
pose education. We have
not declared it to be ‘ha-
ram™.

Continuing his remarks
on the women in Afghanis-
tan, Mr. Muttaqi said the
“Taliban’s first priority was
to bring an end to the war.
“We have adopted such
policies that will slowly
bring change so that no
conflict arises in the fu-
ture. We have to carry eve-
ryone along with us and
make policies according-
ly,” said Mr. Muttaqi in his
first extensive remarks
about the harsh anti-wo-
men policies that the Tali-
ban has adopted since re-
turning to power in August
2021.

He is expected to hold a
meeting in FICCI on Mon-
day where Afghan-Indian
trade interests will be in fo-
cus.



« Afghanistan’s acting Foreign Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi, announced that the Taliban government
is open to dialogue with Pakistan for peaceful resolution of recent border clashes, but warned that
Kabul has “other means” if diplomacy fails.

« The statement comes after retaliatory strikes between Pakistan and Afghanistan near the Durand

Line.

2. Key Developments

Event Details

Trigger Incident Pakistan carried out airstrikes in Kabul on Thursday, claiming to target Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) leaders.

Afghan Response Taliban forces retaliated with ground operations, killing 58 Pakistani soldiers and
capturing 19 posts.

Pakistan's Claim Said the airstrikes eliminated TTP chief Mufti Noor Wali Mehsood (denied by TTP).

Afghanistan’s Claim Pakistan shelters IS (Islamic State) fighters and blames Kabul to hide its “internal
failures.”



« Women’s Rights & Governance Remarks

* Muttaqi addressed global criticism of Taliban’s restrictions on women, calling earlier
exclusion of women journalists from press events a “technical error.”

 Stated:
e “Afghanistan has 10 million students, including 2.8 million women.”
* “There are limitations in specific areas, but education is not declared haram.”
* Promised gradual easing of restrictions “to avoid internal conflict.”



6. Broader Implications

© Regional Diplomacy
e Saudi Arabia and Qatar are attempting quiet mediation.

» India hosted Muttaqgi in New Delhi — indicating growing India—Afghanistan engagement under

Taliban rule.

@ Security Risks
* Prolonged hostilities could escalate into a border war, destabilizing South-Central Asia.

e Possibility of IS resurgence amid chaos between Kabul and Islamabad.

-~ Geopolitical Realignment
« Taliban signals independence from Pakistan's control, contradicting earlier dependence.

» Kabul's outreach to India reflects a bid for legitimacy and diversification of allies.



Parameter
Leader

Country Accused
Accusation
Retaliation
Mediators

Venue of Remarks

Focus Issue

Detalls

Amir Khan Muttaqi (Afghanistan Acting FM)
Pakistan

Harboring IS fighters; destabilizing border
Afghan forces attacked 19 Pakistani posts
Saudi Arabia, Qatar

Embassy of Afghanistan, New Delhi

Durand Line conflict and TTP’s use of
Afghan territory



Email accounts of 12 lakh Central govt. employees,
including the PMO, have now migrated to Zoho

2=

(1.

Vijaita Singh
Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Over the past one year, all
12 lakh email addresses of
Union government em-
ployees, including those of
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), have migrated from
a National Informatics
Centre-based system to a
platform developed by Zo-
ho, officials told The Hin-
du. Zoho is headquartered
in Tamil Nadu.

A senior official said Zo-
ho’s suite had also been ac-
tivated to ensure that go-
vernment employees did
not use open source appli-
cations to create text files,
spreadsheets and
presentations.

Though the suite was

R

/

.
~

.

Threat to data: A senior official said use of open source tools could
compromise security of files. Representative photo. GETTY IMAGES

available earlier, not many
employees were using it.
“It was found that many
government employees
were using open source
tools, which could com-
promise security of files,
and it was decided to make
them aware of, and dis-

play, the suite’s features
prominently on the inter-
nal mail platform,” the offi-
cial said.

On October 3, the Union
Education Ministry issued
an order to its officials to
use the Zoho suite “in
alignment with the Go-

vernment of India’s broad-
er vision of transforming
the nation from a service
economy into a product
nation, and in pursuit of
building a self-reliant eco-

system in technology,
hardware, and software
solutions”.

It said the Zoho Office
Suite was already incorpo-
rated in the NIC mail sys-
tem and “by embracing Zo-
ho’s indigenous office
productivity tools, we take
a bold step in the Swadeshi
movement, empowering
India to lead with home-
grown innovation, streng-
then digital sovereignty,
and secure our data for a
self-reliant future.”

Another official added
that the domain name of
the emails remained the

same — nic.in or gov.in —
but the host storing and
processing the data has
changed from NIC to Zoho.

The NIC, established in
1976, is the technology
partner of the Union go-
vernment and provides
technology-driven  solu-
tions to it and the State go-
vernments.

Asked about the securi-
ty framework of the said
services, the official said,

“We took reports from
security agencies and bo-
dies such as NIC and CERT-
In [Computer Emergency
Response  Team-India],
while SQSs [Software Qual-
ity Systems] regularly audit
the Zoho platform. “We
have ensured that the data
are safe and secure,” the of-
ficial added.



» Over the past year, 12 lakh email accounts of Union government employees, including those of the

Prime Minister's Office (PMOQ), have migrated from the National Informatics Centre (NIC) mail

system to an indigenous platform developed by Zoho.

» The move is part of the Government of India’s broader vision of digital self-reliance (Atmanirbhar

Bharat) and reducing dependency on foreign or open-source systems.

» Zoho is a Tamil Nadu-based software company known for its Zoho Office Suite, including email,

documents, spreadsheets, and presentation tools.

2. Background: From NIC to Zoho

Aspect

Email Hosting

User Base

Domain Name

Storage & Processing

Integration

Earlier (NIC)

National Informatics Centre (est. 1976)

12 lakh govt. officials (including PMO,
ministries, state govts.)

Remains @nic.in / @gov.in

NIC servers

NIC mail system integrated with Zoho Office
Suite

Now (Zoho)

Zoho Corporation, Tamil Nadu

Same users, migrated to Zoho

Remains same, only host changed

Zoho's indigenous secure platform

Fully functional across ministries



3. Rationale Behind the Migration

1.

2.

3.

Security Concerns:
» Many govt. employees were using open-source tools to create files, risking data leaks and file
insecurity.
» The govt. wanted a controlled, audited, indigenous platform for handling official
communication.
Digital Sovereignty:
» Promotes “Atmanirbhar Bharat" and Swadeshi digital solutions.
« Strengthens homegrown innovation and data sovereignty.
Productivity Integration:
« Zoho's suite enables email, text, spreadsheet, and presentation creation on one secure platform.

4. Implementation & Monitoring

The Union Education Ministry (on October 3) ordered all officials to use Zoho tools in alignment with
the Government's “self-reliant technology vision.”

NIC and CERT-In (Computer Emergency Response Team - India) conducted security checks.

SQS (Software Quality Systems) audits Zoho regularly.

Officials confirmed that “the data are safe and secure.”



Parameter

Platform Adopted
Migrated From

Users Covered
Headquarters of Zoho
Supervising Agency
Auditing Bodies

Key Vision

Detail

Zoho Office Suite

NIC email system

12 lakh central govt. employees (including PMO)
Chennai, Tamil Nadu

National Informatics Centre (NIC)

CERT-In, SQS

Atmanirbhar Bharat in Digital Ecosystem
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Initial findings point to Iron Age
origins at new excavation site in T.N.
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Initial findings point to Iron Age
origins at new excavation site in T.N.

N. Sai Charan
CHENNAI

The first season of excava-
tions carried out by the Ta-
mil Nadu State Department
of Archaeology (TNSDA) at
Thirumalapuram in Tenka-
si district has brought to
light the presence of Iron
Age culture close to the
Western Ghats in Tamil
Nadu.

According to tentative
estimates, the site could
date back to the early to
mid-third millennium BCE,
similar to Adichanallur and
Sivagalai. Official sources
said the exact period
would be confirmed
through scientific analyses.

Burial site

According to the recently
released report, Archaeo-
logical Excavations in Ta-
mil Nadu: A Preliminary
Report, the burial site at
Thirumalapuram covers
nearly 35 acres and lies
about 10 km northwest of
the present-day village,
between two seasonal
streams that rise from the
Western Ghats near the Ku-

Rich yield: An urn burial site at Thirumalapuram in Tamil Nadu's
Tenkasi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

lasegarapereri tank. Dur-
ing the first season of exca-
vations started last year,
TNSDA archaeologists dug
37 trenches and unearthed
several artefacts, including
a rectangular stone slab
chamber with urn burials
and urns, a first-of-its-kind
discovery in Tamil Nadu.

The chamber, made of
35 stone slabs, was filled
with cobblestones up to a
depth of 1.5 metres.

The excavations also
yielded a rich collection of
ceramics found in graves
and among grave goods.
These included white-

painted black-and-red
ware, red ware, red-
slipped ware, black-pol-
ished ware, and coarse red
ware.

Unique feature
The black-and-red ware,
black ware, and black-
slipped ware types had
white-painted designs, a
unique feature first report-
ed from T. Kallupatti and
later from Adichanallur, Si-
vagalai, Thulukkarpatti,
and Korkai, the report
said.

According to the report,
symbols on the urns were

among the most striking
discoveries at Thirumalap-
uram. One red-slipped pot
featured dotted designs
showing a human figure, a
mountain, a deer, and a
tortoise.

A total of 78 antiquities
made of bone, gold,
bronze, and iron were also
found. They include a
tweezer, sword, spear-
head, gold ring, axe, dag-
ger, chisel, bonehead, and
arrowhead. Three tiny gold
rings were found in an urn
at a depth of 0.49 metres.
Each ring measures 4.8
mm in diameter and

weighs less than one
Based on the unearthed

materials, archaeologists
believe this site dates to
Iron Age. Official sources
said the dating remains
tentative as studies are still
under way. Comparisons
with sites such as Sivagalai
and Adichanallur, dated
between 3,345 BCE and
2,513 BCE respectively, sug-
gest that Thirumalapuram
could be placed in the ear-
ly to mid-third millennium
BCE.




* The Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA) has
unearthed new evidence of Iron Age culture at Thirumalapuram in
Tenkasi district, near the Western Ghats.

* This site, according to tentative estimates, could date back to the
early to mid-third millennium BCE — contemporaneous with sites like
Adichanallur and Sivagalai.

* The findings may significantly push back the timeline of Iron Age
culture in South India.



Parameter

Department

Site Name

Area Covered
Excavation Started
Report Title

Current Stage

Details

Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA)

Thirumalapuram, near Western Ghats, Tenkasi district

~25 acres (about 10 km NW of present-day village)

2024

Archaeological Excavations in Tamil Nadu: A
Preliminary Report

1st phase completed; scientific dating in progress



3. Major Discoveries

(a) Burial Chamber
« Rectangular stone slab chamber with urn burials and urns — first-of-its-kind in Tamil Nadu.

» Chamber built with 35 stone slabs and cobblestones (1.5 m depth).
» Located between two seasonal streams near the Lasagaparaperi tank.

(b) Pottery and Ceramics
« Over 37 trenches unearthed rich pottery collection:

» Black-and-red ware
« Black ware
» Red ware
« White-painted slipped ware
» Coarse red ware
» Notable artefacts:
» Red-slipped pot with dotted designs depicting a human figure, mountain, deer, and tortoise.

(c) Metal & Bone Artefacts
« 78 antiquities of bone, gold, bronze, and iron:

» Tweezers, sword, spearhead, dagger, axe, chisel, bonehead, arrowhead.

» Gold rings (3 tiny rings) — each 4.8 mm diameter, less than 1 milligram weight.



Site

Adichanallur
Sivagalai

Thirumalapuram
(Tenkasi)

Estimated Period
(BCE)

3,345 -2,513 BCE
3,000 - 2,600 BCE

Early to mid-3rd
millennium BCE

Cultural Phase

ron Age / Early
Historic

ron Age

Proto-lron Age (based
on tentative
estimates)



* Unique Features

e Black-and-red ware with white painted designs — similar to earlier
finds from:

Kallupatti
Adichanallur
Sivagalai
Thulukarpatti
e Korkai

 Distinct urn symbols suggest a shared cultural continuum across
South Tamil Nadu’s Iron Age settlements. '

/

o




Parameter

New Site
Department
Estimated Period
Key Discoveries

Artefacts Found
Similar Sites
Cultural Phase

Region Feature

Detail

Thirumalapuram (Tenkasi District, TN)

Tamil Nadu State Department of Archaeology (TNSDA)
Early to Mid-3rd Millennium BCE

Urn burials, black-red ware, gold rings, bone artefacts

78 (Bone, Iron, Bronze, Gold)
Adichanallur, Sivagalai, Korkai
Iron Age / Proto-lron Age

Western Ghats, Lasagaparaperi tank vicinity
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India sends Minister to
Egypt for Gaza summit

New Delhi will be represented by Minister of State for External Affairs Kirtivardhan Singh in place

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who declined the invitation from Egypt due to the short notice

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia will send Minister
of State for External
Affairs Kirtivardhan
Singh to represent the
country at the Peace Sum-
mit on Gaza in Sharm el-
Sheikh to be co-hosted by
Egypt and the United
States on Monday, officials
confirmed to The Hindu.
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi was among more
than 20 world leaders in-
vited over the weekend to
attend the summit, which
will be co-hosted by Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi and U.S. President
Donald Trump, to discuss
the ceasefire deal between
Israel and Hamas, bro-
kered mainly by negotia-
tors from the U.S., Egypt,

and Qatar.
However, given the
short notice, Mr. Modi,

whose invitation was deli-
vered by Egyptian Ambas-
sador Kamel Galal, de-
clined the invitation. Mr.
Modi had also met U.S. spe-
cial envoy and Ambassa-
dor-designate Sergio Gor
in Delhi on Saturday.

Egypt’s FM to visit Delhi
Mr. Singh left for Cairo on
Sunday and will travel to
Sharm el-Sheikh on Mon-
day, the officials said. Mr.
Modi is, however, expected
to meet Egyptian Foreign
Minister Badr Abdelatty la-

£

Key gathering: More than 20 world leaders are expected at the

»: AR <o

Sharm el-Sheikh Summit for Peace on Monday. REUTERS

ter this week, who is tra-

velling to Delhi to hold the
India-Egypt Strategic
Dialogue.

According to sources,
Mr. Abdelatty’s visit is part
of the Sisi-Modi Strategic
Partnership  Agreement
signed in January 2023,
and this is his first visit to
India since taking over in
2024. Mr. Abdelatty has
been in frequent contact
with External Affairs Minis-
ter S. Jaishankar, including
during Operation Sindoor
in May, and Egypt had
strongly condemned the
Pahalgam terror attacks.

Mr. Abdelatty is also ex-
pected to brief the govern-
ment on the plans for the
reconstruction of Gaza.

Although Egypt is not a
member of the India-Mid-
dle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC), it has
been keen to discuss alter-
native route alignments

through Sharm el-Sheikh
with India, given the secur:
ity issues with Israel’s Haifa
port, where the current
alignment lies.

Among those who have
confirmed their participa-
tion at Monday’s event in
Sharm el-Sheikh are UN Se-
cretary-General Antonio
Guterres and the leaders of
France, Italy, Spain, and
the U.K. A number of lead-
ers from Europe, the Gulf
region, and other parts of
Asia are expected to be
there as well.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif will attend.
Iran’s leadership, which re-
ceived a surprise invita-
tion, has declined it, as has
Hamas.

It is still unclear wheth-
er Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu or
the Palestinian Authority
President, Mahmoud Ab-
bas, would attend.

On Monday morning,
Mr. Trump will be in Jeru-
salem to address the Israeli
parliament as he and Mr.
Netanyahu await the re-
lease of 20 Israeli hostages
still alive and the return of
remaining bodies of those
who have died since they
were abducted by Hamas
during the 2023 terror at-
tacks. Israel will release
about 2,000 Palestinian
prisoners.

Finalise truce deal

Mr. Abdelatty spoke by te-
lephone to his counter-
parts in a number of coun-
tries, said the Egyptian
Foreign Ministry on Sun-
day, and conveyed the invi-
tation from President Sisi
and President Trump to
witness the signing of a
peace agreement.

“During the calls, Minis-
ter Abdelatty discussed the
substantive arrangements
of the summit, which is a
historic summit aimed at
ending the war on the Gaza
Strip,” said the statement.

“The summit seeks to
help restore regional stabil-
ity and alleviate the suffer-
ing of the Palestinian peo-
ple in Gaza, in line with
U.S. President Donald
Trump's vision for peace in
the region,” it added.

Mr. Modi had welcomed
the Gaza ceasefire agree-
ment last week and spoke
to Mr. Trump over the tele-
phone to congratulate him.




India will be represented at the
Peace Summit on Gaza in Sharm
el-Sheikh (Egypt) by Minister of

State for External Affairs
Kirtivardhan Singh, in place of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who declined due to short notice.

The summit is co-hosted by Egypt
and the United States and seeks to
consolidate the ceasefire
agreement between Israel and
Hamas, brokered earlier by Egypt,
Qatar, and the U.S.

/




Aspect

Conflict Context

Summit Venue

Summit Hosts

Objective

Participants

Detall

The 2023 Gaza War left thousands dead; the
recent ceasefire has seen exchange of hostages
and prisoners.

Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt

President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi (Egypt) & U.S.
President Donald Trump

Cement ceasefire, initiate reconstruction of Gaza,
ensure regional stability

20+ world leaders from the U.S., Europe, Gulf,
and Asia; UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
and leaders from France, Italy, Spain, U.K.



. Egypt—India Bilateral Component

Egyptian FM Sameh Shoukry is visiting India later
this week for the India—Egypt Strategic Dialogue.

His visit is the first since January 2023 under the
Sisi—Modi Strategic Partnership Agreement.

Discussions include:

e Reconstruction of Gaza
e Maritime security (Haifa port alignment)
e Counter-terror cooperation (Operation Sindoor)



Interest Area

Diplomatic Balance

Energy Security

Global South Voice

Defence & Tech

India’s Objective

Maintain neutrality—support humanitarian cause without
alienating Israel.

Stability in the Middle East ensures uninterrupted oil
supplies.

Project India as a peace-building partner under “Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam”.

Strengthen India—Egypt defence cooperation (joint
production of LCA Tejas & MRO deals).
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Gaza declaration inked as
Hamas sets hostages free

Trump, leaders of Egypt. Qatar and Turkiye sign document meant to cement the peace plan; Hamas releases last of 20
surviving hostages and Israel hands over 1968 mostly Palestinian prisoners: Hamas Is due to return bodies of 27 hostages

Reuters
JERUSALEM CAIRODORA

8. President Do-

nald Trum Ik'd

a “treme
for the Middle East "W'ﬂ
Asial” as he and regional
leaders signed a declar
tlon on Monday meant to
cement a ceasefire in Gaza,
hours after Israel and Ha-
mas exchanged hostages
and prisoners.

Arriving 1o a hero's wel
come carbier | lsmacl, Mr.
Trump had said, “This 1s &
great day. This Is a new be-
ginning™ Asked If the two-
year Gaza war wiss over, he
sald: “Yes."

Later in the day Mr
Trump sat down at & resort
In Egypt's Sharm eb-Sheikh
with more than two dozen
world leaders o disouss
the deal. The US. Presi-
dent along with Jeaders of
Egypt, Qatar and Turkiye
signed the declaraton as
guarantors o the deal,

“The document is going
to spell out rules and regu-
Tatjons and lots of other
things,” Mr. Trump sald be-
fore signing, repeating
twice that “it's going to
hold up”

As part of Mr. Trump’s
plan to end the Gxea war,
Hamas on Monday freed
the last 20 surviving bos-
tagges it held after two years
of capelvity In Gaza. In ex-
change, [srael released
1,968 mostly Palestinian
prisoners l\d! in its jails.

Under the ceasefire
agreement, Hamas is also
due to return the bodies of
27 hostages who ded or
were killed in captivity, as
well as the remains of a sol-
dier killed in 2014 during a
previous Gaza coodlict.

trael has said it does
not expect all of the dead
hostages ta be returned on
Monday, though the army
said it had received the bo-
dies of two captives that
were handed over to the
Red Cross by Hamas, and

e

Sweet rellef: A redeased lsrael hostage, held in Gata since the Octobier T, 2003 attack by Marmas, with his mathes; snd (right) a freed
Patestisian hugging o rodathee aler his release from an Isael |l atumias

that it was still expecting
the remains of two more,

Of the prisoners i freed
in return, around 250 were
sequrity detalnees, Incdud
ing many convicted of kil
ing ksraelis, while about
1700 were taken into cus-
tody by the Israeli army in
Gaza during the war,

On October 7, 2023, md-
ftants seized 251 bossages
during Hamas's unprece-
dented attack on lsrael,
which Jedd to the deaths of
1,215 people, most of them
civilians,

All but 47 of thase hos-
tages were freed in earller
ceasefires, with the fami-
lies of those who have re

o, repraudly s&nnlled he
Was C the¢

song &3 news broke of the
first red though the

would bold, saying ot a
joint  appearance  with
Egypt President Abded Par
tah El-Sisi in Sharm el
Shedkh that talks on the
next steps of the plan were
underway. “It's started, as
far as we're concerned,
phase 2 has startedd” he
said. “The phases are all a
Titthe Bt mixed in with each
other,” he added.

At his appearance with
Mr. Sisi, be lauded the
Egyptian leader as having
been “very instrumental”
in talks with Hamas.

Mr. Trump was the “oaly

pain at the Joss of those
who had not survived was
palpable, In the occupled
West Bank city of Ramal-
lah, huge crowds gathered
to welcome home the fisst
buses carrying prisooers,
with some chanting Allahu
akbar, or God is the great-
est,

Violent clashes
Separately, several people
were killed over the wee-
kend in Gaza City in viokent
clashes between Hamas se-
curity forces and the mem-
bers of an armed clan, muk
tiple sources reported on
Monday.

mained in captivity leading  one capable of bringing \
lives of constant pain and  peace to our region”. Skirmishes first broke
worry for their loved ones, Mr, Trump also hnrﬂy out last mk between the
mes with Palestin ist group
Sticking d:mMahmlerh»mrhc mddrrnqghnuuhclzmnf
Amoang the p ial stick- it, which rep ter a fire between lIs-
ing points are Hamas's re-  tives of Israel and Hamas  rael and Hamas came into
fusad to disarm and Israels  did noe attend. -
failure to pledge full with- In Tel Aviv, a huge On  Sunday evening,
drawal from the devastat:  crowd that had gahered to  gunfights sook place In the
ed territory. hostage families Sabra neighbourhood of

The U.S. leader, bowev

eruptes in joy, tears and

Gaza City, according to wit

nesses who spoke with
AFP oo vondition of ano-
nymity, ching fears for
their safety.

“About 200 members of
the [Hamas] security fore-
& were present and fought
until they completely sub-
dued” the clan memsbers, a
local resident said. “There
were dead and wounded
among the (Doghenush) fa-
mily members, but also
martyrs  and  injured
amony the security fore-
es.” he added.

A source within Gaza's
Hamas-run Interior Minis-
try acknowledged that
there had been Rtalities on
both sides. Accusing the
Dogluntesh chin of being af
filiated with Israeli forces
and of having carried out
several murders, the mings-
try source sald around six
ty members of the family
had been amrested.

(With inputs from Rew-
ters in Jerusalem)

RELATED REFORTS
» PAGES 1415



*The “Gaza Declaration”, a multilateral
peace accord mediated by the U.S.
(Donald Trump), Egypt, Qatar, and
Tlrkiye, has formally ended the two-
year Gaza war between Israel and
Hamas.

*The declaration followed a large-scale
prisoner-hostage exchange:

Hamas released 20 surviving Israeli
hostages and pledged to return the
bodies of 27 more.

Israel freed 1,968 Palestinian
prisoners, mostly from Gaza and the
West Bank. ,

o




2. Key Features of the Agreement

Aspect Details

Name Gaza Declaration [ Gaza Ceasefire Agreement

Mediators /| Guarantors U.S., Egypt, Qatar, Turkiye

Primary Signatories Israel & Hamas (with regional and international witnesses)
Objective To cement ceasefire, enable prisoner exchange, initiate Gaza

reconstruction

Hostage Exchange 20 Israelis released ; 1,968 Palestinians freed ; return of 27 bodies
pending
Next Phase (Phase 2) Gradual demilitarization of Gaza and reopening of border crossings

Ceasefire Oversight Monitored by a joint regional-UN mechanism



Parameter

Ceasefire Agreement Name
Mediators

Hostages Released
Prisoners Freed

Conflict Duration

Next Step

Detail

Gaza Declaration (2025)

U.S., Egypt, Qatar, Turkiye

20 Israelis ; 27 bodies to follow
1,968 Palestinians

2023 — 2025 (2 years)

Phase 2 — Demilitarization +
Reconstruction talks
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Number of births declines;
deaths rise slightly: report

The Vital Statistics of India, based on the Civil Registration System report for 2023, shows 86.6 lakh

deaths were registered that year, recording a marginal increase from the 86.5 lakh in 2022

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

crore births in 2023,

around 2.32 lakh few-
er than in 2022, the Vital
Statistics of India based on
the Civil Registration Sys-
tem (CRS) report for the
year 2023 shows.

The report, compiled by
the Registrar-General of In-
dia (RGI) and released on
Monday, stated that 86.6
lakh deaths were registered
in 2023, a marginal in-
crease from 86.5 lakh
deaths in 2022

The report shows that
there was no major spike in
deaths in 2022 and 2023,
despite the COVID-19 dash-
board maintained by the
Health Ministry showing
that the total number of
pandemic-induced deaths
stood at 5,33,665 as on May
5.

However, there was a
significant rise in deaths in
2021, the second-year of
COVID-19 lockdown, which
recorded an excess of 21
lakh deaths from the 2020
count.

There were 81.2 lakh
deaths in 2020 and 102.2
lakh in 2021.

The report also said that

lndia registered 2.52

Gender imbalance

The chart shows five States/Union Territories each with the highest

and lowest sex ratios at birth (SRB} in 2023. SR8 is commonly

defined as the number of female births for every 1,000 male births

1,085
1,007
l o713
Arunachal Goa

Pradesh Nagaland

Saurce: Ministry of Home Afairs

® Highest SRB = Lowest SRB

972 972
Ladakh

Tripura Gujarat

910 909 206 500
- Maharashtra

899

Jharkhand

Bihar
Telangana

Jharkhand recorded the
lowest sex ratio at birth at
899, followed by Bihar at
900, Telangana at 906,
Maharashtra at 909, Guja-
rat at 910, Haryana at 911
and Mizoram at 911. Since
2020, Bihar has been re-
cording the lowest sex ra-
tio, which is defined as the
number of females born
per 1,000 males.

Sex ratio count

The highest sex ratio was
reported by Arunachal Pra-
desh at 1,085, followed by
Nagaland at 1,007, Goa at
973, Ladakh and Tripura at

972, and Kerala at 967.

The share of institution-
al births in total registered
births is 74.7 % in 2023. Ho-
wever, the report did not
include information from
Sikkim. Overall registration
of births for the year 2023
stood at 98.4%.

Statewise data
The report said that 1l
States/Union  Territories
achieved more than 90%
registration of births within
the prescribed time limit of
21 days.

These States are Gujarat,
Puducherry, Chandigarh,

Dadra and Nagar Haveli
and Daman & Diu, Tamil
Nadu, Lakshadweep, Anda-
man and Nicobar Islands,
Haryana, Himachal Pra-
desh, Goa and Punjab. Five
States - Odisha, Mizoram,
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh
and Andhra Pradesh — re-
ported 80-90% registra-
tion, while in 14 States — As-
sam, Delhi, Madhya
Pradesh, Tripura, Telanga-
na, Kerala, Karnataka, Bi-
har, Rajasthan, Jammu &
Kashmir, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Meghalaya and Ut-
tar Pradesh - the registra-
tion stood at 50-80%.




Indicator 2022 2023 Change

TOtE!I Births 2.54 crore 2.52 crore J 2.32 lakh fewer
Registered

O 86.5 lakh 86.6 lakh I Slight rise

Registered

Sex Ratio at Birth
(SRB)

Varies widely across
states




Source & Background

Report prepared by the Registrar General of
India (RGI) under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Data drawn from the Civil Registration System
(CRS) — the official national mechanism for
recording births and deaths.

Released annually as part of the Vital Statistics
of India series.




Highest SRB (Females per 1000 males) Lowest SRB (Females per 1000 males)

Arunachal Pradesh — 1085 Jharkhand — 899
Nagaland — 1007 Bihar — 900
Goa—973 Telangana — 906
Tripura —972 Maharashtra — 909

Ladakh — 972 Gujarat — 910




e Observations:

* Arunachal Pradesh tops the list for
female births (1,085).

* Jharkhand, Bihar, and Telangana record
severe gender imbalance — below 910
females per 1,000 males.

e Bihar has consistently remained at the
bottom since 2020.




* Registration Coverage
e Overall Birth Registration: 98.4% in 2023.

e States with >90% registration within 21
days:

Gujarat, Puducherry, Chandigarh, Dadra &
Nagar Haveli, Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Goa, Punjab,
Odisha, Mizoram, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh.

e States with 50-80% registration:

Assam, Delhi, MP, Tripura, Kerala,
Karnataka, Bihar, Rajasthan, J&K, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Meghalaya, UP.




Sector

Population Planning

Gender Equality

Public Health

Data Governance

Implication

Reinforces focus on health & education over
coercive population control.

Need for targeted schemes in low-SRB states

(Bihar, Jharkhand, Gujarat).

Higher institutional birth rates = better
maternal outcomes.

CRS strengthening shows improved
administrative reliability for vital stats.




Parameter 2023 Data

Total Births 2.52 crore

Total Deaths 86.6 lakh

Highest SRB Arunachal Pradesh — 1,085
Lowest SRB Jharkhand — 899
Institutional Births 714.7%

Overall Registration Coverage 98.4%

Report Published By Registrar General of India (RGI)
System Used Civil Registration System (CRS)




Achieving Centre’s rooftop solar
targets to remain a challenge: study

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Despite a near four-fold in-
crease in applications bet-
ween March 2024 and July
2025, only 13.1% of the tar-
geted 1 crore solar rooftop
installations, under the PM
Surya  Ghar  Yojana
(PMSGY), has  been
achieved, and just 14.1% of
the allocated ¥65,700 crore
in subsidies released till Ju-
ly 2025, a report said.

“In this scenario, the
FY2027 target [of 1 crore in-
stallations] continues to be
viewed as a considerable
challenge,” said the report
on the performance of the
scheme, jointly published
by the Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA) and JMK
Research and Analytics on
Tuesday.

Reasons included tardy
approval processes, which
could stretch anywhere
from 45 to 120 days, stem-

The scheme has facilitated the installation of 4,946 MW of rooftop
solar capacity till July 2025 across States and Union Territories.

ming largely from “meter
shortages, lack of coordi-
nation between consum-
ers, installers, and DIS-
COMs, and procedural
inefficiencies at the utility
level,” it noted.

The PMSGY is a Centre-
led endeavour to encour-
age more homes to install
rooftop solar connections.
The government provides
capital upfront via loans.

As of July 2025, the pe-

riod until which the report
tracked progress, the
PMSGY had received 57.9
lakh applications for resi-
dential rooftop solar instal-
lations. The scheme has fa-
cilitated the installation of
4,946 MW of rooftop solar
capacity till July 2025
across various States and
Union Territories, indicat-
ing “robust on-ground exe-
cution”, the report said.
Subsidy  disbursements

have crossed 39,281 crore
($1.05 billion), benefiting
over 16 lakh households.
As of July 2025, the 4.9 GW
of installations added un-
der the PMSGY accounted
for approximately 44.5% of
the country’s total residen-
tial rooftop capacity.

The PM solar scheme
only incentivises solar in-
stallations, whose compo-
nent parts are entirely ma-
nufactured in India. Called
“DCR-compliant mo-
dules”, they are on average
costlier by 12/watt over
imported variants. “These
higher prices are making
larger residential installa-
tions less economically at-
tractive,” the report said.

“Establishing clear,
time-bound rooftop solar
capacity targets at the
State level is essential for
creating a coherent vi-
sion,” said Vibhuti Garg,
Director, IEEFA-South
Asia, and a contributing
author, in a statement.



e Ajoint study by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis
(IEEFA) and JMK Research and Analytics highlights serious implementation
delays in the PM Surya Ghar Yojana (PMSGY) — India’s flagship rooftop solar
initiative.

* Despite increased applications, only 13.1% of the target (1 crore
households) has been achieved by July 2025.



Feature

Launched

Objective

Implementing Agencies

Subsidy Outlay
Achievement (as of July 2025)
Installed Capacity

Beneficiaries

Contribution to Total Rooftop Capacity

Detalls
2023

Install rooftop solar in 1 crore households
(FY 2027 target)

MNRE (Ministry of New & Renewable
Energy), DISCOMSs, State Nodal Agencies

65,700 crore

13.1% of target; 14.1% subsidy utilized
4.946 GW (4,946 MW)

~16 lakh households

~44.5% of total residential rooftop solar
capacity




a. Slow Progress
e Only 13.1lakh of 1 crore target households installed systems.

e Subsidy disbursed: 29,281 crore (14.1% of total fund).

b. Administrative Delays
* Approval and installation period expanded from 45-120 days, leading to applicant dropouts.

» |ssues: meter shortages, weak consumer—installer coordination, inefficiencies in DISCOM processes.

c. Cost Barriers
 Scheme mandates 100% India-made solar modules and components — called DCR-compliant

modules.
» These are 12/watt costlier than imported alternatives, making large installations less viable for

middle-class households.

d. Policy Implementation Gaps
» Lack of State-wise solar capacity targets.

» Poor monitoring and inconsistent coordination among central, state, and local bodies.

N%



Parameter

Applications Received

Installed Capacity
Subsidy Disbursed
Total Outlay
Beneficiary Households

Share of National Rooftop Solar

Status (as of July 2025)
57.9 lakh

4.946 GW

9,281 crore

65,700 crore

16 lakh

44.5%




Challenge Area

Procedural Delays

Utility Inefficiency

Cost Competitiveness

Consumer Awareness

State-Level Targets

Description

Lengthy approval and metering; fragmented
communication.

DISCOMs slow in rooftop integration, citing grid
safety.

Domestic modules expensive vs. Chinese
imports.

Low understanding of application & subsidy
processes.

Absence of granular capacity goals hampers
accountability.




National Goal (India)

500 GW renewable capacity by
2030

280 GW solar energy target
(2030)

Rooftop solar share target (40%)

Net-zero emissions by 2070

Progress/Status

~197 GW achieved (as of mid-
2025)

~87 GW achieved

Currently ~18% of total solar
capacity

Dependent on acceleration in
distributed solar energy




Parameter

Scheme Name

Target Year

Total Target

Total Subsidy Outlay

Installed Capacity (till July 2025)
Beneficiaries

Implementing Agency

Study Published By

Top State (as per earlier reports)

Value / Note

PM Surya Ghar Yojana (PMSGY)
FY 2027

1 crore rooftop installations
65,700 crore

4,946 MW

16 lakh households

MNRE

IEEFA & JMK Research

Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu
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Mokyr, Aghion and
Howitt win Nobel
€Cconomics prize

Winners are professors in U.S. French and British universities; prize

worth $1.2 mn highlights work on innovation-driven economic growth

Beuters
STOCKHOLM

cel Mokyr, Philippe

Aghion and Peter

Howitt won the 2025
Nobel economics prize for
“having explained innova-
tion-driven economic
growth”, the Royal Swed-
ish Academy of Sciences
said on Monday.

The prestigious award,
formally known as the Sve-
riges Riksbank Prize in
Economic Sciences in Me-
mory of Alfred Nobel, is
the final prize to be given
out this year and is worth
11 million Swedish Kronor
($1.2 million).

“The laureates have
taught us that sustained
growth cannot be taken for
granted,” the prize-award-
ing body said in a state-
ment. Economic stagna-
tion, not growth, has been
the norm for most of hu-
man history. Their work
shows that we must be
aware of, and counteract,
threats to  continued

Mr. Mokyr is a professor
at Northwestern Universi-
ty, in Evanston in the Unit-
ed States, while Mr. Aghion
is professor at the College
de France and INSEAD, in
Paris, and at the London
School of Economics and
Political Science, in Bri-
tain. Mr. Howitt is a profes-
sor at Brown University, In
Providence in the United
States. Mr. Mokyr was

Moment of pride: Visuals of Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion and Peter

Howitt, recipients of the Nobel Economics prize. REUTERS

awarded half the prize
with the other half being
shared between Aghion
and Howitt.

“Joel Mokyr used histor-
ical observations to identi-
fy the factors necessary for
sustained growth based on
technological innova-
tlons," John Hassler, mem-
ber of the Nobel Commit-
tee, said.

Creative destruction
“Philippe Aghion and Pe-
ter Howitt produced a
mathematical model of
creative destruction, an
endless process in which
new and better products
replace the old.”

The awards for medi-
cine, physics, chemistry,
peace and literature were
announced last week,

Those prizes were esta-
blished in the will of Swed-
ish dynamite inventor and
businessman Alfred Nobel
and have been handed out
since 1901, with a few inter-
ruptions mostly due to the

world wars,

The economics prize
was established much la-
ter, being given out first in
1969 when it was won by
Norway’s Ragnar Frisch
and Jan Tinbergen from
the Netherlands for work
in dynamic economic mo-
delling. Tinbergen’s broth-
er Nikolass also won a
prize, taking home Medi-
cine in 1973.

While few economists
are household names, rela-
tively well-known winners
include former U.S. Feder-
al Reserve chairman Ben
Bernanke, and Paul Krug-
man and Milton Friedman.
Last year's economics
award went to U.S.-based
academics Simon Johnson,
James Robinson and Daron
Acemoglu for research that
explored the relationship
between colonisation and
the establishment of public
institutions to explain why
some countries have been
mired in poverty for de-
cades,




Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences (2025) awarded to:
e Joel Mokyr (Northwestern University, USA)
» Philippe Aghion (College de France & INSEAD, Paris; London School of Economics)
» Peter Howitt (Brown University, UK)

Prize citation:

“For having explained innovation-driven economic growth.”

Total prize: 11 million Swedish Kronor (= $1.2 million)

Announced by The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences.




2. Key Contributions

A. Joel Mokyr
» Approach: Historical and empirical analysis of technological innovation as a driver of sustained
growth.
» Focus: How societies that embraced knowledge, curiosity, and science experienced sustained
prosperity.
» Used historical data to explain how innovation ecosystems — not just capital or labor — fuel long-
term growth.

Mokyr demonstrated that sustained growth is not automatic — it depends on institutions that foster
Innovation.



B. Philippe Aghion & Peter Howitt
« Jointly developed the “Schumpeterian growth model” — a mathematical model of creative

destruction.
« Core idea: Economic progress happens through continuous innovation, where new ideas replace old
technologies.
» Their model explains:
«  Why competition stimulates innovation.
* How research & development (R&D) drives productivity.
» The policy trade-off between short-term disruption and long-term gains from innovation.

“Creative destruction” — the endless cycle in which new and better products replace the old —
remains central to modern innovation policy.

3. Broader Economic Context

« The Nobel Committee noted that the laureates' work is especially relevant in an era of:
» Slowing global productivity,
« Technological disruption (Al, automation), and
» Climate transition economics.
« Their research helps policymakers design innovation-based industrial strategies that sustain

economic growth.



Parameter
Full name
First awarded
First winners

Prize money (2025)
Established by
Selected by

Distinct from

Detail

Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory
of Alfred Nobel

1969
Ragnar Frisch (Norway) & Jan Tinbergen (Netherlands)

11 million SEK (= $1.2 million)
Sveriges Riksbank (Swedish Central Bank)
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences

Original five Nobel Prizes (Physics, Chemistry, Medicine,
Peace, Literature)



Year

2024

2021

2018

2008

Laureates

Simon Johnson, James
Robinson, Daron Acemoglu

David Card, Joshua Angrist,
Guido Imbens

William Nordhaus & Paul
Romer

Paul Krugman

Work/Theme

Institutions & economic
development

Empirical labor economics

Climate economics &
endogenous growth

Trade theory & economic
geography



Parameter
Nobel Economic Prize 2025

Prize Theme
Country Affiliation

Prize Money
Key Theory

Institution

Answer
Joel Mokyr, Philippe Aghion, Peter Howitt

Innovation-driven economic growth
USA, France, UK
11 million SEK (~$1.2 million)

Creative Destruction Model
(Schumpeterian Growth)

Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences






* The Ministry of Finance has given in-principle approval for setting up Maitri Il, India’s new
research station in east Antarctica.

e What is Maitri II?

* About: Maitri Il is India's upcoming and fourth research station in Antarctica, scheduled to
be completed by January 2029. It strengthens India’s long-term scientific presence under the
Antarctic Treaty System (ATS, 1959).

* Purpose & Need: It is being built to replace the old Maitri station (1989), which has
surpassed its original design life of 10 years and has issues like flawed waste management.



* Nodal Agency: The project is led by the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research
(NCPOR) in Goa, under the Ministry of Earth Sciences.

* Key Features:

Larger and Greener: Bigger than the original Maitri, planned as a "green research base.'

Renewable Energy: Uses solar power for summer and wind energy to harness Antarctic
winds.

Advanced Technology: Equipped with automated instruments to record and relay data
to mainland India even when unmanned.

Improved Infrastructure: Features upgraded living conditions and improved toilets.



* Significance:

* Antarctica contains 75% of Earth’s freshwater, and studying its ice
sheets is crucial for forecasting sea-level rise.

* Critical for understanding untapped mineral deposits, marine
biodiversity, and ecological baselines.

» Reinforces India’s voice in global climate and polar governance
discussions.



* |India’s Other Research Stations in Antarctica

* Dakshin Gangotri (1983):Dakshin Gangotri, established under the Indian
Antarctic Program in 1983, was India’s first scientific research base in
Antarctica, but it was submerged in ice and decommissioned in 1990.

* The Indian Antarctic Programme, led by NCPOR, began in 1981 to
conduct scientific research and protect India’s interests in the polar
region.



e Maitri (1989): Maitri is India’s second permanent research station in
Antarctica, established in 1989.

* |tis located in the rocky mountainous Schirmacher Oasis, and India also
created a freshwater lake nearby, called Lake Priyadarshini.

e Bharti (2012): Located about 3,000 km east of Maitri, the ‘Bharati’ research
station lies between Thala Fjord and Quilty Bay.

 Commissioned in 2012, it has a compact desigh and supports year-
round scientific research under the Indian Antarctic Program.






* Five beaches in Maharashtra have received the international Blue Flag
certification.

* The list includes Shrivardhan and Nagaon beaches, Parnaka, and
Guhagar and Ladghar beaches.

* What is Blue Flag Certification?

* Blue Flag is a globally recognized eco-label for beaches, marinas, and
sustainable boating operators that meet strict environmental, safety,
educational, and accessibility standards, often termed the gold standard of
beach cleanliness.



It is administered by the Foundation for Environmental Education
(FEE), a Denmark-based non-profit recognized by UNEP and
UNESCO.

India implements Blue Flag under BEAMS (Beach Environment &
Aesthetics Management Services) within the Integrated Coastal
Zone Management Programme.

The nodal agency In India is the Society of Integrated Coastal
Management (SICOM) under the Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEFCC).



India has 12 certified beaches: Shivrajpur
(Gujarat), Ghoghla (Diu), Kasarkod
(Karnataka), Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad
(Kerala), Rushikonda (Andhra Pradesh),
Golden Beach/Puri (Odisha), Radhanagar
(Andaman & Nicobar Islands), Kovalam
(Tamil Nadu), Eden Beach (Puducherry),
Minicoy Thundi (Lakshadweep), and
Kadmat (Lakshadweep).

Blue Flag beaches in India (2025)

/







* Dr Sonali Ghosh, Field Director of Kaziranga National Park
became the first Indian to receive the prestigious WCPA-Kenton

Miller Award at the IUCN World Conservation Congress held in
Abu Dhabi, UAE.




e About Kenton R. Miller Award

e Established in 2006, the Kenton R. Miller Award for Innovation in National
Parks and Protected Area Sustainability is presented every two years by
the World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA).

 WCPA is one of the six technical commissions of the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

* The award honors individuals who demonstrate innovation and leadership
in conserving national parks and protected areas, particularly in ensuring
their long-term sustainability.

 The award is named after Dr. Kenton R. Miller, a former IUCN Director
General and a prominent global leader in protected area management.






* Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara was awarded the Abel Prize
2025 for contributions to algebraic analysis and representation theory.

e Contributions of Masaki Kashiwara

* He pioneered the theory of D-modules, an algebraic framework to study
systems of linear partial differential equations (PDEs).

* He developed tools like microsupport and characteristic varieties, which reveal
how singularities in equations propagate.

* His work on sheaf theory, deepened understanding of how local analytical data
connects to global geometric structure.



e About Abel Prize

* The Abel Prize is an international award recognizing outstanding scientific work in
mathematics, often considered the equivalent of a Nobel Prize for mathematicians.

* Itis named in honor of the 19th-century Norwegian mathematician Niels Henrik
Abel.

 Awarded by: The Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters on behalf of the
Government of Norway.

* Selection process: An expert committee of five internationally recognized
mathematicians recommends the laureate(s) to the Norwegian Academy of Science
and Letters.

* The prize was established by the Norwegian Parliament in 2002 and first awarded
in 2003.

* |t can be awarded to mathematicians of any age and nationality.



e Some Notable Laureates

 Jean-Pierre Serre: First laureate (2003) for
contributions in algebraic geometry and
topology.

* Srinivasa S. R. Varadhan: Indian-origin
mathematician, won in 2007.

* Michel Talagrand (France) For contributions
to probability theory and functional analysis
won in 2024.



Base Year Revision of
Index of Industrial

h Production (lIP)




* The Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) is set to revise the base
yvear of the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) to 2022-23,
aligning it with the new base
year proposed for GDP
estimation.



* Need for Revising the Base Year

* The lIP is a key short-term indicator of industrial activity,
used by the government, RBI, and researchers for
policymaking, forecasting, and national accounts.

* The last IIP base year revision was 2011-12 and since then,
major technological changes, product diversification, and
digitalization have reshaped industrial production.

* India’s economic structure has transformed: services
contribute 62.5% of GVA, agriculture 15%, and
industry 22%, indicating scope for growth.



* Index of Industrial Production (lIP)

—The IIP is an index which shows the growth rates in different industry
groups of the economy in a stipulated period of time.

— The IIP is compiled as a simple weighted arithmetic mean of production
relatives by using Laspeyre’s formula.

— It is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industry
groups classified under:

1. Broad sectors: Mining, Manufacturing, and Electricity.

2. Use-based sectors: Basic Goods, Capital Goods, and Intermediate
Goods.

— Released by: The Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) , Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation.

— Base year: 2011-2012

— Periodicity: Monthly basis






* The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has launched “Operation
Golden Sweep”, cracking down on a transnational gold smuggling syndicate at
Mumbai’s Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport.



e Whatitis?

* A strategic intelligence-led operation by DRI aimed at dismantling a global gold
smuggling network using transit passengers and airport insiders to transport
contraband gold into India.

» Agency Involved: Conducted by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) under
the Ministry of Finance.

* Aim: To disrupt organized smuggling cartels, safeguard India’s economic security, and curb
illicit gold inflows that undermine legitimate trade and drain foreign exchange reserves.



* Features:
* Gold seized: 10.488 kg of 24-carat gold valued at X12.58 crore.

* Modus operandi: Transit passengers from Dubai, Singapore, Bangkok,
and Dhaka concealed gold in egg-shaped wax capsules inside their
bodies.




* International Purple Fest 2025




* The International Purple Fest 2025 was recently concluded in Goa,
showcasing India’s commitment to inclusion, accessibility, and empowerment
of persons with disabilities (PwDs).



* Hosted by: Department for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD),
Government of India.

* Organised by:

» Office of the State Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities, Government of Goa.

* In collaboration with Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment and United Nations
India.

e Aim:

* To mainstream disability inclusion in governance, education, and employment.

* To foster empathy-based awareness and encourage universal design in public spaces.



Armenia Joins [UCN




* Armenia has officially joined the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) during the IUCN World Conservation Congress 2025 in Abu
Dhabi, marking its entry into the global coalition for biodiversity protection.



e What it is?

* A landlocked transcontinental country situated in the South Caucasus
region, at the crossroads of Europe and Asia.

e Capital: Yerevan (Erevan).

* Bordering Nations: Georgia, Azerbaijan, Iran, Turkey and Nakhchivan exclave
(Azerbaijan) to the southwest.




UNESCO launches the World’s First Virtual

Museum of Stolen Cultural Objects



* UNESCO has recently launched
the world’s first Virtual Museum
of Stolen Cultural Objects at the
MONDIACULT 2025 Conference

in Barcelona, Spain.






* India’s Representation: Features two 9th-century sandstone sculptures from
Mahadev Temple, Pali (Chhattisgarh) — a Nataraja and Brahma figure —
stolen during colonial-era looting.



Word of the day

Languish:

lose vigour, health, or flesh, as through grief;
have a desire for something or someone who is
not present; become feeble

Synonyms: pine away, waste, ache, yearn,
fade

U SAge: The prisoner has been languishing for
years in the dungeon.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/languishpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /izn.gwis

am
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