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Gas from new sources will
end shortage, say officials

Importing natural gas from the US. and Norway is now viable, although the shipping distance may

prolong the shortage of the fuel, government says; domestic LPG production has been increased

Saptaparno Ghosh.
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

he current crunch
T in India’s natural
gas supply is likely

to be short-lived as the pre-
vailing higher prices make
imports from distant
sources economically via-
ble, according to govern-
ment sources., However,
such shipments typically
take longer to arrive,
meaning the country could
face a shortage in the inte-
rim, they said.

India’s LPG output has
increased by 10% after
prioritising supplies to
households over industry
users, an official said re-
questing anonymity. On
March 5, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Ministry
had asked all oil refining
companies to maximise
production, directing that
all propane and butane
produced, recovered, or
otherwise available to be
utilised for LPG output.

“On LNG, it is very diffi-

Short crisis

Gas shipments from distant regions, while economically feasible,
might take longer to arrive, leading to a shortage in the interim

® LPG cutput has increased 10% from
previous levels since prioritising supplies to
households over industries, says official

® Gas from Norway and the U.S. are
now ‘viable options’ apart

® OnMarch 5,

Centre had asked

all oil refining

companies

to maximise

production, with

all propane and from Qetse

butane produced, ® Estimates suggest
recovered, or two months for India
otherwise available | to bring gas from
to be used for Norway or the
producing LPG u.s.

A

cult to make changes
quickly,” the official said.
“Apart from Qatar, our oth-
er options are Norwegian
or American gas, and that
takes a long time to reach
India.” Shipping industry
estimates suggest it takes
about two months to travel
to the U.S. or Norway and
return to India.

Another government of-
ficial said LPG and LNG
supplies had been diversi-
fied, with cargoes “already
arriving”.

“We were getting Qatar
gas at $6-8 per MMBtu (me-
tric million British thermal
unit), and now the price is
$15 per MMBtu,” he said.
“But, the economics of it is
that, once the price crosses
even $10 per MMBtu, then
gas from Norway and the
U.S. becomes viable des-
pite the long distance,” he
said.

“Gas will not be a long-
term problem, but there
will be some short-term
pain.”

LPG shortage
pushes eateries

into a crisis

Hoteliers across the country
have flagged the shortage in
supply of commercial cooking
gas. Various restaurant
associations have warned that
the situation would force many
units to shut down white
urging the government to
ensure uninterrupted supply of
cooking fuel. » PAGE 5

To allay concerns
among restaurateurs, the
government on Monday
constituted a committee
comprising three executive
directors of oil marketing
companies (OMCs) to “re-
view the representations
for LPG supply and try to
provide some volumes to
them.”

The official said, “All ge-
nuine requirements will be
addressed and relief pro-
vided to the extent
possible.”




1. Nature of the issue | TR &1 YpHfd
e India is facing a temporary shortage in natural gas and LPG supply, not a permanent structural
collapse / Rd UTdfdd T 3R Terdisit 3TYfd @! 3RARM H BT JTHAT &R IET &, TE BIs IRARM IRIATHDB
Jape 7l 2
« The government says new import sources can reduce the problem over time | TR®HR BT BT & fdb 9T

AT Ad THT 6 1] 7 FHIT B BH B Jbd 2|
« However, cargoes from distant regions take longer to arrive, so short-term pain may continue / gdifds

R &3 A 3R ATt WU B UgaA | 34fEis THA AT &, TAMAT AeTBIwich BioATs STRI € Jdbdl &l

2. Main reason behind the shortage | &Ht & Ut & BRUT

« Gas from nearby suppliers such as Qatar is easier and quicker to access / BdR 31 fAdeadf

3Myfdamatait & -7 U AT 3T 3R A dar 1
« Imports from the U.S. and Norway are possible, but shipping time is much longer / 3mf3eT 3R 77 3

AT TWd &, afdp fATAT FHT BIoT 3ifeiep 21
« So, even if imports are economically viable, logistics can still create an interim shortage / IfdQ, ¥al &

3MITd 3nfefes ¥U A IIer &, dlfsifeds fibr Wt 3Remit &Hl der &R Jabd &



3. Government response [ T3BR @t Ufdfebar

e The Petroleum Ministry asked refineries to maximize production / Sglfdad HaTed 4 RBrgaRaY &1
3dTGA AHfefbdH B & fder fau|

« Propane and butane available from refining were directed toward LPG output / R®TsfAT & 3uaee vidq
31R &I B Tadlsit IdTGH Bt 3R HISA B BaET T

« Household supply was prioritized over industrial demand / 8¢, 3Tqfd @ 3efiias 7T WR wrerfAdsdT ¢t
TS|

e LPG production reportedly increased by around 10% over previous levels | TaUlsit 3cITEH Ugd & TR
Y o1 & T 10% ST 11T

4. Effect on restaurants and hotels / lca 3R TR IR Y1

« Commercial cooking gas shortage has badly affected eateries and restaurants | TddTAd IS 717 Bt
Bt 3 e, 31 3R TRt B g avE wMIfaa o 1

e Restaurant bodies warned that some businesses may be forced to shut if supply is not restored
quickly / 3RT H1TaA1 A Adrat ¢ fds g 3Yfd sieg geTe &1 §5 d) B AIA §G B U Thd &

« This means the crisis is not only about fuel, but also about jobs and services / 83T 31ef € fds Tg Tbe
Pad se[ ddb Jfad 78 &, afces AsTR 3R Jar &= At FeT 8|



1. Why distant gas is not an instant solution / gzl 1 g¥a TwTEn o 781 8

» Distance increases freight time and delays unloading and inland distribution / qﬁaa'f’f 3 HeA §?n§ Jqg

qaal & 3R IJARA daT 3igEAT faaror | &3t gt 1
« Thus, supply can improve in the medium term but remain tight in the immediate period / 3afaT AeaH

Jrafel ® 3MYfd JeR Fahdt 8, W decblat Iafel i wHt gt I Tdbdl &l

2. Difference between LPG and natural gas | Taulsit 3R wigsfas 9 7 siar
« LPG mainly consists of propane and butane and is widely used in households and commercial

kitchens / ToTditait Hard: Wa= 3R @124 & a1 8idt & 3R =_Y den araande 3 A s 9 & 39T gt
gl

» Natural gas mainly consists of methane and is used in power, fertilizer, PNG, CNG, and industry /
WIghfads 71 &1 41 geds i glar & 3R g3t 3uaih fasiet, 3de, uigastt, Hgasit sk 3z & gar 21
« In exam answers, students should clearly distinguish between the two / gteir 3wRY A faenferay & @Y &

o1 Wee 3{dR gaET TIfET|

3. Why Qatar is important for India / WRd & fei¢ ®ar o= Agayqof &
« Qatar has long been one of India’s most important gas suppliers / &R did IAT A HRA & J&H HE YUl
q angfdedrst & & ve =12
« Its geographical proximity reduces shipping time and transportation cost / 33! vitMifaies fAdear ferfam

IuY 3R ufRag @nTa & BH &t 8l
« Any disruption in West Asia directly affects India's energy planning / afeaw gferam & fasait Wt c@raem @1

WRd &1 3311 AISTAT YR HEm Y9Td Usar &



* 4. Why the U.S. and Norway matter / 3TBEIST T 8 COHBRAUG CASTON

* They provide diversification in times of crisis / &5 & SSGXII BT FHPHEBRGS UL s T

* When prices rise globally, gas from these distant suppliers can become commercially
viable /=0 WCT SeTeITea oll T© X S BHE odd Xk [FRIGPHIS T T GRS
¢S el

* But they are fallback options, not the fastest emergency supply route / BETIERER T
FEEWEIETEI S TeSTRS © RTE SR




Extra Facts for Exam

1. Historical facts | @fdgifae® dea

Clean cooking fuel became a major welfare priority in India over the last decade / fUB® T®b o &

HRd A W 1S S8 U YHE BeaTuTbRI grelfidsdT g1
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana greatly expanded LPG access to poor households / TemaH3T 3s5daT

ANST1 A TRig URaR! dd Tedisil Ugd &l 9gd 9@l
This made LPG supply not just an economic issue but also a social welfare issue | 3T& TAUl3 3rrqﬁ
&ae 3nfele Hel e t, afcd e dearor &1 Hgl |t a9 TS|

2. Political and policy facts | A5t 3R ifana aea

Energy security is closely linked with foreign policy and maritime security / 3311 3R @1 fager ifd 3k

It e A e Hae 2
India wants to increase the share of natural gas in its energy mix / ¥Rd 3raa 3atf fAgor & wrgsfaas A &6

feRgrRt gerT argar 21

Gas grids, city gas networks, LNG terminals, and import diversification are all part of this strategy / &

firg, et 1 Acads, vagAsit efidaa 3k smard fafaeiteor @ wElfa & R €

3. Economic facts | 31fefes dea

Shortage of gas raises transport cost, subsidy pressure, and inflation risks / 7 & &Ht UfRag @nTd,

Ifegst gama 3k qgRWbifT & e B gerdt 21
It affects fertilizer, power, hospitality, refinery, and industrial sectors / ST 3R Id3a, f@sta, anfae,

et 3k aitenfiies &5 ur usar 21

Higher import dependence can worsen India's external vulnerability during global crises / 3iféia

3maTa-fAvizar g dael & SR HIRd &t a1gdt Hdgaeiterdr 9e1 Adbdt 2l



4. Geographical facts [ vitmifcies dea
« West Asia is crucial for India's energy imports / UfedH Tf2RIT WRd & Kol 31aTd & foig 3icid Hg@yqof &1
 The Strait of Hormuz is one of the world’s most important energy chokepoints / 8/H3 STHSH®HET faeq

& J4 HEAqUl 3511 didpuiged A J T &l
e Any geopolitical tension in this region can affect both oil and gas supply chains /33 Qﬁﬁf&iﬁlﬁﬂ-

IsTHifad a4t @ dd 3R 71 T B Y WA wTfdd & Tl gl

5. Infrastructure facts [ 33T Gt dea
« India is expanding its gas pipeline network to improve internal distribution / ¥Rd 3tidRe fadzor JERA

P AT 31t 1 UrgUdTed Acad &1 faar &2 e

« Expansion of city gas distribution helps bring cleaner fuel to urban and semi-urban consumers / fdzt

13 fSdiegem o1 faxdR 2rgdt 3iR 37ef-2rg3t ImiarTaft deh e e[ Ugd™ | Hag hdl &l
e Better infrastructure reduces regional imbalance in gas availability / 9&dR 3aITTAT 1 IUeTerdT ® &7

I Bt BH B! 8



Basis /s gyl
Main component / &§

csg

Form/T &

Main use / &% &g IEF

Storage / SR

Portability / EpBRIse

Emission level / &Sos®
ber

LPG / sUgees
Propane + Butane /
T+

Liguefied / Hpic

Cooking / g

Cylinder /sggge
High / 221R%

Cleaner than solid fuels

| 5% ERSHBST

CNG / ggsSo%
Methane / Igegs

Compressed gas /

Vehicle fuel / 3588 RS

High-pressure tank / &%

Moderate / 3R

Very clean transport fuel
| 0%7¢ ST ERBIUE &R

PNG / gg5%a%
Methane / ¥gegs

Piped gas / g¥¢ &%
Ut Bk

Domestic and
commercial pipeline

supply / eEERt
(ERlePHIS TRt © oo
Pipeline network /

Low / S

Clean household fuel /
ST SRR T

LNG / sTs8%
Methane / g

Liquefied at very low
temperature / T W

Transport and bulk
import / EEBIS >4 055
EXHSTI © Il

Cryogenic tank /
Bulk transport only /
W RTogE TSRS

Depends on end use /
S8 SRS 2 I e 13



Statement / § @© Correct point / QUBRARRT
Domestic cylinder used in homes / FEE%R@E?ET

LPG / SYcer o
U5 ST “Ro o8 Hl EERS
. Compressed Natural Gas / GE&¥F¢

Fuel used in CNG cars / CNG »ERT ~

/ CNG STEREE %S &R S OF
Gas supplied through city pipelines / CURERETRT

TR PNG / &8st

Natural gas transported after liquefaction /
cHS Y ST IIC EBIUR 56 w31S 3k SOSFFS LNG / STSSo%

&k

~

Gas from dung and organic waste / BIY > 81 ,
TS § BB TSR TR Biogas / %%

Renewable transport substitute to CNG / CNG Sd
< CBG / Galee®
SIS LRI RS & /%



* Consider the following statements /38 BRREG & S oS IBICHISF S
* A) LPG mainly consists of methane /@?@F@'W S %% UEPe Uk

* B) Gas imports from distant countries may be economically viable, yet short-term
shortages can continue because of shipping delays / WW Sdde SHgE T T &
OUERRPEAG S cd P ¥ sheIie FSS ST R &SPRIS sw@ o-t;lb%bIU/TE.!'g coULE

* C) Clean cooking fuel distribution has welfare significance in India /W@Fﬂ@?éﬁ@
ST 3 [ SHRNIUE TG oI Uig

* Answer



LS takes up resolution on
removal of Speaker as MPs
trade accusations in House

Lok Sabbha Depisty LoP and Congress MP Gasriry Gogsl speaks

during (o budpet winsion of Parkament on Tuesdiy: SANGAD TWe

pasition was interrupted.
While he was on his feet,

nhﬂmwumdum
solution because we all

was cousr
tered by BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey and Mr. Rijiju, who
said the chdm was “irrele-
vant” and that Mr. Pal wis
competent to preside over
the Howse during the
debate

After the presiding offic-
er usked members sup-
poeting the notice to stand

have |

with the Speaker, But it is
our dharma and duty to
protect the decorum and
dignity of this House,” he
said.

The discussbon, for
which 10 hours have been
allotted, will continue an
Wednesday and conclude
with a voee.

Union Home Mindster
Amit Shah s expected o
Intervene (n the debase on




Step / Q¥IX Constitutional Provision / GHRIPFS SRS

1. Notice of motion / sbhT 3d B g Article 94 & Rules of Procedure

2. Motion listed in Lok Sabha / sl @Eg T U Lok Sabha procedure

3. Presiding officer during debate / 0UIg S5 RER

?\W Article 96

4. Debate in the House / ¢¢© @IUg Parliamentary procedure

5. Voting on the resolution /¥ecd® Article 94(c)

Constitutional effect

6. Result / EERGR

Explanation /2B,

A resolution for removal of the Speaker must be
submitted with at least 14 days’ notice before it
is taken up in the House / GS 9 S TS 54 SLThT
WEEETESH B 14 FF 39 S I9
SIS TR

After the notice period, the motion is included in
the Lok Sabha agenda and taken up for
discussion / SBg IPR TS KIC ST T

B G 55 Soa¥d PRI B I oded BR- 8 &g

When a motion for removal of the Speaker is
under consideration, the Speaker cannot preside
over the House / =0 g8 S URIS3d OBl
FCTERES GO o1 g8Y U ord SUFSH

T E

Members discuss the motion and give arguments
for or against the removal / gcp §bﬁ$f§§i—"§ >y
BIE & TG GRS TSI

The resolution must be passed by a majority of
all the then members of the House / ST 57
GTY 3T B TRRRS GOIERES U5 B

If the resolution is passed, the Speaker ceases to
hold office immediately / IPE 55T &56k U1
o SIS o & T¢ S STk



Type of Majority / 0S¢
EC L)

Simple Majority / GoReer
0SASe

Absolute Majority / &3s
O0SAde

Effective Majority / s5hE
IERCIZ

Special Majority /2picsg
IR

Definition / gl

More votes in favour than against

among members present and

voting / &gde > U TecdS ST HXRE

ICRREB VNS e

More than 50% of total

membership of the House / gc®
$% BRI ¢°p RIST 50% TWRS

More than 50% of effective
strength (total membership

minus vacancies) / &I ¢Tp TRI B

5 R EEY 35 59 50% B
L HES

Usually 2/3 of members present
and voting + more than 50% of

total membership / &gdfe A
VeI SUSHREHT 2/3 79 BRI
gcpedsd 50% TIRS

Example (Lok Sabha
strength 543) / &cauER
(BB g 543)

Suppose 400 MPs
present, 201 votes
enough to pass/ 3#E 400

o &dc BES201 e

Lok Sabha total 543 —
272 needed

Suppose 10 seats vacant
— effective strength =
533 — majority = 267

If 500 present — 2/3 =
334 AND total majority =
272

Used for / &g3gP

Ordinary bills, motions / gereg

A0S

Government formation
confidence / g¥ISael 1SS S5 %15

A SA

Removal of Speaker, Deputy
Speaker /| gSH TSR T BF

Constitutional amendments /
GRHRIS TSR ©



Majority used for removal of Lok Sabha Speaker | TidR e & 39T
817 aTeT 9gHa

Basis [ 3T&R Requirement | T & AT Example |/ 3q1&301
Majority type / 9gHd UHBR Effective Majority / mmﬂagna If Lok Sabha strength = 543
Vacant seats [ Raa &ie Suppose 5 seats vacant /HA & 5 Tl Effective strength = 538
EG |
Majority required / ATaTH More than half of 538 = 270 votes Resolution passes if 270 or more MPs
ggHd support

Key Constitutional Articles | Agaquf ddenfdds srqedq

Article | 3¢ Topic | fasa

Article 93 Speaker and Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha
Article 94 Vacation, resignation and removal of Speaker
Article 95 Power of Deputy Speaker

Article 96 Speaker cannot preside during removal motion



1. What happened in Lok Sabha [ @81 ® &I g3
e The Lok Sabha took up a resolution seeking the removal of the Speaker amid sharp accusations
between the Opposition and the Treasury benches | AGIT & WiHR Bl g2M & fdlT &> T Y3drd forar
TR, STafes fauer 3k I ugr & dtg dd SRIY-U=IRIY gT
« The Opposition argued that the neutrality of the Chair had been compromised / faduef a4 a& fear fas
3egf Ug i fAsagrar yifdd g5 &l
e The government rejected the charge and called the move an attack on democratic institutions [ I3®HR

4 g 3RIY B WTRST B §¢ T dlpdiiAc A3 IR gHAT ST

2. Core allegation of the Opposition | fadu&f &1 &1 3R

e The Opposition claimed the Speaker acted in a partisan manner during the conduct of House
business / fduel &1 3R 271 fds TG BT BRIATET T@T | TP 7 G&ITAYUT AT 3794

e |t said protecting the neutrality of the Speaker is essential for parliamentary democracy [ 33dT Bedl
o7 s TAGHT Aidhda W TR oI fAsTerar i 81T 3Taad & |

e The issue was framed not as a personal dispute alone, but as a constitutional and institutional

concern / 33 Hg &I hdd &fdTd fadig 7&T, dfeds Jdenfda 3k TemTd fodr & 9 7 vRdd fdsar ma|



3. Government's response [ TRBR &I Ufdfcsar
e The government said the Speaker had acted according to the rules and given adequate opportunity
to the Opposition / TRBR A BeT fds TiwR A T & IR B fosan 3k fduer & gaia sraR &
e |t argued that repeated attempts to target the Speaker amount to weakening constitutional offices /
WBR A ad 3T s THR B IR-aR [T g1 JdenfAds ugl B BHSIR BAT &
« The debate therefore became both procedural and political / STfdT Ig 98 UfchaTcHD W g 118 3R

sTHIfdh H

4. Tone inside the House | d& T HIgIA
e The report shows repeated interruptions, competing claims, and arguments over who was being

silenced / RO @ IR-IR ae, yfgwef g 3k A gu w511 38T €, 39 WR fdare sietddr 2|
« This indicates a larger crisis of trust between the Chair and sections of the Opposition / Tg 3reaeaf 3ik

faduer & o G & it faay & 93 Jde &I gAfar gl
« Such confrontations reduce the dignity and efficiency of parliamentary functioning / 83 €&R0d JICT

BRIYUTE ot TRAT 3R gardr a1 &) &H &d & |



Constitutional and polity background | Tdenfads 3ik Astcarazen gss¥fa

1. Position of the Speaker | Tl BT UG

The Constitution provides for the Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the House of the People under
Article 93 / Tfdemd & HEG 93 & ded ABIIT &b WitesR 3R St ThR BT UG 81 india code

The Speaker is the presiding officer of the Lok Sabha and is expected to act impartially / Tt
ANBIIT &b 3reTefr ifeiprt g1d & 31k 393 fAsuer 3meRuT bl 3rAeT &Y STdT &1 india code

The office is central to maintaining order, deciding procedure, and safeguarding the dignity of the

House | Ig US Jad A FaelT g4 &, UfehaT dd B3 3R e &Y 11fIHT oY 38T B33 &b foig B 2|

India Code

2. Removal of the Speaker | TidR &Y e @i UfshaT

Under Article 94(c), the Speaker may be removed by a resolution of the House of the People passed
by a majority of all the then members of the House / 3¢ 94 (1) & HTIAR, cilbAHT TIhR B AGA &b
T IHY I TGT & GgHd I UTRT AT GRT ESRIT ST ABAT &1 india Code

At least fourteen days' notice is required before such a resolution can be moved / BIT Y¥dTd &1 & U

HH-J-BH dieg faT o1 AT 3MaTB &1 india code
This is an effective majority, not merely a majority of members present and voting / Jg &dd 3ufeid

3R HAGH A ATl BT SgHd A&], afcds YTt SgHA BT 81 india code



3. Can the Speaker preside during such a motion? / <RI B3 YdTd & SR1F TilhR 3reT&IdT B
TBa 82
e Article 96 says that while a resolution for the Speaker’s removal is under consideration, the Speaker
shall not preside / 3¢ 96 H&dT & fdb 3Td WiidR B g BT YRaATd faarTelT g, dd TidR 3rezerar 98t
PIM|  India Code
« However, the Speaker has the right to speak and take part in the proceedings |/ @fdsd TR B Tgq B
BrRIaTE! B dieq 31R U1 a4 BT JfEIBR ST &1 india code

» This balances institutional fairness with the Speaker’s right to defend himself or herself / Tg JRMTd
fAsagrar 3k TR & A Ul I & AEUBR & §1T T AT 81 india coce




1. Why neutrality of the Speaker matters | TR &t fAsagrar it Hgaaqof 2
« In a parliamentary democracy, the Chair symbolizes procedural fairness | T8¢ @idda 7 egefia ug
yftsarerds fsaerar &1 Udte gidr 8l
« |f the Opposition loses faith in the Chair, every ruling on debate, adjournment, suspension, and
expunction becomes controversial / afe fauar &7 arezrar U ¥ATT HH & A, A 989, T, fAad 3k
i@ & 2reg gem 31 & fofa o faarg wer & waar 81

» Therefore, the issue is not only about one individual but about the credibility of the House itself /

3¢ U HET Had Uas @Afad BT Ag!, afcds WA TeA B faead-Tadr &1 vl 81

2. Political significance | J=Tifad Hgd
« A motion to remove the Speaker is rare and politically serious / ¥1@53 P! g1 &1 WFdTd goiH 3R
AsTifdes 9 B TR 51T ST 21

« Even when such a motion is unlikely to succeed numerically, it signals deep institutional confrontation
[ Vit &1 QT WFATg TEAT 9l b HTER TR B 9 &, 63 1l T8 T8 TAMTA ehr1d T Hebd 2dT 2|
« |t is often used to highlight alleged bias, marginalisation of the Opposition, or procedural injustice /

SHDT IUANT 3R Bieid Tarard, fager &t 30arm a1 uitharetds 3= & 35TR B4 & fag fosar simar &1

3. Democratic interpretation | @lddifAe aarEam
+ One side presents the motion as a defence of constitutional morality / T U&f & WTd & Hdenfis
Hafer & 781 B FU A Ydd BT |
« The other side presents it as an attack on the authority of Parliament and its presiding institution /
I Y& 3 TG 3R 3uP srezafty Az B AT R gH gatar 2
» For exams, this should be analysed as a tension between accountability and institutional stability /

e & foe 33 sraeeet 3k TremTa R & dfa 41 & ®9 § IHSET 9ifgg|



e Consider the following statements /%FEE%EIH@'F S oG PhicRISeh S

* The Speaker of the Lok Sabha can be removed by a resolution passed by a majority of
members present and voting / T58 ¢ S Y A & e T U oS SUSHREG < [(BHS
AR [SAde SUISIIRd 'S ed Ui

* A minimum notice period is required before moving a resolution for the removal of the
Speaker / ESY SHAUSTS S s bl udwm%ﬁa PR SAS S UEFeUig

* While a resolution for the removal of the Speaker is under consideration, the Speaker

cannot pre5|de over the sitting / o 0 pSH SEHUISTS ST 5 LhPRIGRIRES U ol g5 &g
FFS 3o o) codSURISY ¢S o

* Answer / &FE
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Chandigarh achieves
99.93% literacy, gets
‘fully literate UT. tag

The Hindu Bureau
CHANDIGARH
Chandigarh attained

99.93% literacy rate, thus
making it a fully literate
Union Territory, said Gu-
lab Chand Katari, the Go-
vernor of Punjab and Ad-
ministrator of Chandigarh.
It is the sixth State/U.T. in
the country and the se-
cond Union Territory to

achieve the feat.
To celebrate this
achievement, Chandi-

garh’s Education Depart-
ment held a “felicitation of
neo-literates”, where new-
ly literate individuals were
honoured. Mr. Kataria, the
chief guest at the event,
described the achieve-
ment as a historic moment

for Chandigarh. He said
the success achieved un-
der the Understanding Li-
felong Learning for All in
Society (ULLAS) has
helped the city surpass the
95% literacy benchmark
set under the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020.

Mr. Kataria said Chandi-
garh’s literacy rate has in-
creased from 93.7% to
99.93%, with 15,556 citi-
zens participating in the
programme and 14,711 suc-
cessfully clearing the lite-
racy assessment. The Go-
vernor also highlighted the
remarkable leap in wo-
men’s literacy from 90.7%
to 99.89%, calling it a sig-
nificant step towards wo-
men’s empowerment.

ISSN0971-751X



1. Main development | 54 fadsra
e Chandigarh has achieved a 99.93% literacy rate and has been declared a fully literate Union Territory

| AETE 7 99.93% TTERAT &2 BT &R it & 3R 34 Yuf T1eR Hgenfia uaer efed fdsam mm &1

Hindustan Times +1
o ltis reported to be the sixth State or Union Territory in the country and the second Union Territory to
achieve this milestone / SdTaIT TIT 8 fdb UE 32 BT BT IS AT BN T2l 3R GIRT Hgnfid U2l 8
fﬁwﬁzxgm@ma’ﬁﬁ The Tribune +1

e The achievement was linked to the ULLAS programme and the literacy benchmark associated with
the National Education Policy 2020 / 33 3Udfed] B! 3ol BRIGH 3R Isgiy ferem =ifd 2020 I 3
J1&RAT s 3 EﬁETTTEITgl The Times of India +1

2. Numerical highlights | W 3ilds
« Chandigarh’s literacy rate reportedly rose from 93.7% to 99.93% / Ts"T@ &1 TT&RAT &2 93.7% J dadR

9993% _6'-1 T|€| Hindustan Times +1
e Around 15,556 citizens participated in the programme and 14,711 cleared the literacy assessment /

ST 15,556 AMTRG! A BRIGH ® Wi faan 3R 14,711 7 J1eRaT Jeiidd Ibadrgdd g fasan

Hindustan Times +1
« Women's literacy reportedly increased from 90.7% to 99.89%, which was highlighted as a major step
for women's empowerment / Bfga13l @l A1&RAT 90.7% J dadR 99.89% FdTs T8, i Afgdr Jerfaddor
ﬁﬁ?” ﬁwm m Wl Hindustan Times +1



1. Why this news is important | Ig THTIR &I AgcaqUi &

« This is not only an education statistic but also a social development indicator / Ig &ad foI&iT &T 3iThsT
&1, afeds AMIfSids fdmr™ &1 ddbad Hi 8l

o A literacy rate near 100% reflects better access to schooling, adult education, public awareness, and
state capacity / T 100% & e AT&RAT &R T8 Tpoll Ugd, adb fIgM, FA-3MEBAT R TemAfdd
&rraT &1 gorfdt &1

e |n exam terms, literacy is closely linked with human capital, gender development, poverty reduction,
and inclusive growth / Utgi &1 fS A AT&RAT &1 Jeiel AId Gsit, dfiics fdebr, TRieft 37w 3k Frmaeit
fasra A 8l

2. Role of ULLAS [ 3¢e1Td &b {fHehT

o ULLAS, also called the New India Literacy Programme, is a centrally sponsored scheme implemented
from 2022 to 2027 | 3o, foi =g Efsar faiedt v Hl &1 S1aT 8, 2022 § 2027 dd Ioi4 dleil b by
qm‘rﬁramsmél Press Information... +1

« It targets adults aged 15 years and above who could not pursue regular schooling / Jg 15 a9 3R 353
3HfErep 31 37 TABY B AIard Bt & 3N FAAd Tpet fAT TG A Ad | press information.. +

e |ts five broad components include foundational literacy and numeracy, critical life skills, basic
education, vocational skills, and continuing education / $Td UTd U Bcdh! A Hend J1eRdT 3R
TR T, Sta-bIerd, AT frel, ATafies diere 3R Tdd farem omfid €1 eress information.. +1



State /UT/ Eg/ SHCPE
SE

Kerala /§§'€I€f

Mizoram /*RESERT

Tripura /3@

Goa / BB

Ladakh (UT) / &6

Chandigarh (UT) / c#&99

Year declared fully literate /

1991

2011 (near universal)

2018

2020

2023

2025

Literacy rate (approx) /

Gdekled o8l (3TUShU)

~96%

~91-92%

~94-95%

~96%

~97%

~99.9%

Key programme / S%%&

Total Literacy Campaign

Adult literacy programmes
Literacy Mission
Adult education

programmes

ULLAS & literacy campaigns

ULLAS programme

Important exam fact / &¢kedd
(34

First fully literate state in
India / Shkle S TUIRKH &3S

One of the highest literacy
states in India / Shkle ESS

& [ EEGTes T

Third state declared fully
literate / cog e toAsl GIckT TR

High literacy among small

states / WE
cdckled

A~

First fully literate Union
Territory in India / Skl ST

EUTEI &l oIkl -G oPl ©
SE

Second UT declared fully
literate / @S @3S Golck]
PCPEE ST




Topic /2ASTT Fact / ¢¥

First fully literate state / EUIRKI sl GIIo&T TH Kerala / SSERT

First fully literate UT / EURK @3S okl o> PE @ SBC  Ladakh

Latest UT declared fully literate / S3&SeXT @A ¢l UT Chandigarh

Literacy benchmark under NEP / NEP sg% RECEI TG Around 95% literacy

Major adult literacy programme / S3&& JIW gdetled  ULLAS — Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in
SATPR Society




Programme / SR

National Literacy Mission / SEHgT
GACKIcd AIC ©

Saakshar Bharat Mission / Gdc&l
Shekle sl ©

ULLAS (New India Literacy
Programme) / &%

Launch year / A

1988

2009

2022

Objective / &:;ﬁ

Adult literacy in India
Adult female literacy

Adult literacy & lifelong learning



* Consider the following statements /35 DG ¢ § TSARU3BICTH Sebk 5+

* ULLAS is a centrally sponsored programme aimed at adult education and lifelong learning
| €% FAWSE FTY S 7531 VR TU TBoe 55 T STEH © SARE T U

* Chandigarh’s literacy rate reportedly increased from 93.7% t0 99.93% / FEYY S&
edexled c¥T 93.7% GIASH 99.93% o€ Uede VT Ui

e ULLAS is meant onIy for children below 14 years of age / &'st'o SST 14 3FE ST © TS5
D SHEFRIS TE
* Answer / &
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SC to look into plea against
law on Muslim inheritance

Top court says striking down provisions in Shariat Act could create vacuum in Muslim inheritance

framework; says it would be better to defer to Parliament’s wisdom to bring a Uniform Civil Code

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
Ton Tuesday orally

observed that it
would be better to defer to
Parliament’s wisdom to
bring a Uniform Civil Code
rather than judicially strike
down provisions in the
Shariat Application Act,
1937, on the ground of dis-
crimination for giving Mus-
lim women a smaller share
of family inheritance com-
pared with their male
counterparts.

The law established Is-
lamic law for inheritance
among Muslims, providing
widows with children a
one-eighth share, or a
further reduced one-
fourth share if they do not
have children, and daught-
ers half of a son’s share.

Appearing before a
Bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and, Jus-
tices R. Mahadevan and
Joymalya Bagchi, advocate
Prashant Bhushan, appear-
ing for petitioner Poulomi
Pavini Shukla, challenged
what he called “artificial
discrimination” between

Look, you are talking about inheritance,
But the basic equality of a one man-

one woman relationship.., has it been realised

throughout the country? No. Can we
declare all bigamous relationships
bound by personal law as ultra vires
Article 147 We have to defer to the
wisdom of the legislature to bring
the Directive Principles into reality
JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

SC Judge

Muslim women and men
regarding their right to
inheritance.

The Bench, however,
posed a practical question
of law, asking which law
would govern Muslim in-
heritance if the Shariat Act
were struck down.

Mr. Bhushan responded
that the more secular In-
dian Succession Act could
apply. He referred to the
landmark judgment in Ma-
ry Roy vs State of Kerala, in
which the petitioner suc-
cessfully fought for equal
inheritance rights for Syr-
ian Christian women in the
State, nullifying the dis-
criminatory  Travancore
Christian Succession Act,
1916. “Does the Indian Suc-

cession Act apply to Mus-
lim women? Remember,
when you strike an Act,
you create a vacuum... In
our over-anxiety for re-
forms, we may deprive
them [Muslim women] of
whatever they are getting
now,” the Chief Justice
said.

Justice Bagchi asked
whether it would be wiser
to defer to Parliament'’s
wisdom to realise the aspi-
ration expressed in Article
44 of the Directive Princi-
ples of State Policy (DPSP)
of the Constitution, which
says that the state shall en-
deavour to secure for citi-
zens a Uniform Civil Code
across the country.

“Look, you are talking

about inheritance. But the
basic equality of a one
man-one woman relation-
ship, a monogamous exis-
tence, has it been realised
throughout the country?
No. Can we declare all biga-
mous relationships bound
by personal law as ultra
vires Article 14 of the Con-
stitution? We have to defer
to the wisdom of the legis-
lature to bring the DPSP in-
to reality,” Justice Bagchi
observed.

Mr. Bhushan urged the
three-judge Bench to refer
the case to a Constitution
Bench. He said the court
had earlier not hesitated to
strike down triple talag,
which involved a more reli-
gious issue. “Inheritance is
a civil right,” he submitted.

The Chief Justice asked
whether he was suggesting
that the court strike down
the Shariat Act and effec-
tively re-legislate. Mr.
Bhushan said the top court
could either bring Muslim
women under the Indian
Succession Act or declare
that the Shariat Act provi-
sions on inheritance violat-
ed Article 14. The court
agreed to list the case.



1. What the case is about / ATHeT fha IR A

The Supreme Court has agreed to examine a plea challenging Muslim inheritance provisions under
the Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, on the ground that Muslim women get a
smaller share than male counterparts [ JUtH BIE A HfeiH gAd9d I (2RTId) Tl Tae, 1937 & dgd
ITRIETBR Feeh Tt Bt gAtdt & areit anfdd! R faar w3 R Jgafa ¢t 8, wilfd sai gy afgansi o
&Y & T A BH (63T fAA BT HEI SSRTTRTE | india Code +2

The Court orally indicated that simply striking down the law may create a legal vacuum in Muslim
inheritance matters / RT3 Hif&d 9 A Tdbsd GAT b Bt 3T BIA BI IE B a1 A JiTH ITRIEBR
mﬁmﬁﬁaﬂm&aﬁmél The Economic Ti... +1

The Bench suggested that a broader legislative solution such as a Uniform Civil Code may be more
appropriate than piecemeal judicial deletion of provisions / Ul& A Jdsd f&aT feb UTaet ! ghsi A =TI
FY A geM &I I YABIH fAfdd Bis It @ faemt @razern ifeie 3ued 8 Ibd! 8|

The Economic Ti... +1




2. Why the issue is sensitive | I HeT ddgA2itd o=l &
e The case sits at the intersection of equality, gender justice, personal law, religious freedom, and
legislative policy | g ATHHAT JHTHAT, dfiics =TI, 9ATd &1, enfifes Td=ar 3R faemit fifd—sa 3t & I
TR BBl india Code +2

e The petition raises the argument that unequal inheritance shares may violate equality guarantees /

IQifasT A ddb 3T T 8 o 31HH ISR fZRASR IATAT &b JaefFd Meara-l &bl 3coitd bR Jbdl el

India Code +1
o At the same time, personal law questions are politically and socially sensitive because they touch

community identity and religious practice / a1l &, TTd @1 A 3 U IsHifdd 3R IS ¥ I
JdgAfid g & dilfds & IrgIfdd ggad 3R enfids wemaf &l TR BRA &1 india Code +1

3. What the Court appears to be balancing / Wﬁﬂﬂlﬂ’fﬂﬁﬁ#@ﬁ?i‘amﬁ

e The Court appears to be balancing Article 14 equality concerns with the practical consequence that,
if the present framework is removed without replacement, succession disputes may become
uncertain / IR 31Tede 14 & JAMAT Jdeit fadr 3k 53 @nagiRes akomm & dta Tqad Srdr dtd gidr
¢ fas afg adwm eran fa=1 fdswea & ger fan sy df STRIfEER fdarg sifAfedd 81 Add &1 india code +2

e It also indicated that Parliament may be institutionally better placed to design a comprehensive
framework such as a Uniform Civil Code / RIITai 3 I8 Wt Idsd TG fos JfAwid [&Gfdd w1 s @mas
GId BT dIR B & oI JIG JANTA TU A 3 UG Hd &1 ABcAT &1 The Economic Ti.. 1



1. What the Shariat Act does [ 2R1Id Tare &RIT BdT &

The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937 was enacted to provide for the application of
Muslim Personal Law to Muslims / ReH Id9d ®1 (2R1Id) Tl Tae, 1937 HfReiHl IR HfeiH gda
ol (I B b o SATRIT TR—IT &T| india Code +1

Section 2 of the Act covers matters including intestate succession, special property of females,
marriage, dissolution of marriage, maintenance, dower, guardianship, gifts, trusts and wakfs / s
3fferfay bt &R 2 § {841 ata &1 ITRIfSeR, Afgansi & fady Jufd, faarg, faarg-faede, wRur-uivor, A,
TRefhdT, 3UER, g3 3R Ik A fawar eanfAd &1 india code

In simple exam language, the Act makes Muslim personal law applicable to key family matters,
including inheritance / I URI&T-HTST A, Ig feifFaH IaifeihpR fgd aiRaiRes A IR qRed 9= @l
AN HBIATE|  India Code



2. Why the inheritance issue is controversial | 3TRIE®BR &1 JeT faargrRug @=it &

e The challenge is based on the claim that women may receive a smaller inheritance share than men in
comparable relationships / TAtdl BT 3MER TE AT & s ot UTRaTRe Jel & Afgwrsil & gBut dbt et
W B ITRAEIBR fEXTT fAd ThdT 81 Live Law +

« This raises a gender justice question under equality principles / 333 AT & fAgidl & 3idifd wfie
AT BT UA ISATRI  india Code +1

o But the Court’s concern is that if the statutory anchor is removed suddenly, there may be no clear
immediate substitute governing Muslim inheritance across India / @fdsd =IRITY b faT g & fp afe g
denfAds MR B 3ATD gl G MY, df R ¥Rd A HRaH ITRIE®R B fFEd B a1l dBis T dabld
fdped €t T€ IBATl  The Economic Ti.. +1




1. Basic law governing inheritance | 3TRIfeiBR Bl fFfAd B3 dredT B

Community [ Jqq™ Law [ BId Key principle | H&a fagid

Hindu /%@ Hindu Succession Act, 1956 (amended Equal inheritance rights for sons and
2005) daughters / 9 3R Gt &t A AHfEBR

Muslim /lgfﬁ'q Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Shares fixed according to Islamic law /
Application Act, 1937 SIATHT BTA & AR fAfedd FRGRT

2.Son vs Daughter share (most important for exam)

= 31k gl Y dufd fERert

Situation [ fz@ifd Hindu Inheritance Law / f&g 1A Muslim Inheritance Law | f&H &TA
Father dies leaving son and Son and daughter get equal share Son gets double share of daughter/
daughter / fiar &1 g7, g7 3k gt | 97 3R gt &Y FuE fg= 3 & gat @ g fg=an

Example property 290 lakh / 3GT&30T Son %45L, Daughter R45L /A Son 260L, Daughter *30L /A *60L,

390 &g Hufd 3451, gAt 2451 At 2301



3. Widow share | Ucit &1 faar

Situation / f@ifd Hindu Law / f&g &

Wife when children exist / Equal share with children | 9=t &
afg g & QR fE

Wife when no children [ afg Equal share with other heirs | 3=
g 9 gl ITRIfEHIRAY & SRR

4. Daughter rights | I3t & 31feieR

Aspect [ &

Coparcenary rights / dqa& dufd
HfEBR

Married daughter rights / faaifga

el

Self-acquired property | T= 3if5id
Hufd

Hindu Law / f&g &1

Daughter is coparcener since
2005 amendment / 2005 H2ieH

& a1g TH |t JevTETe

Same rights as son / 93 & JHH
FHfEBR

Equal inheritance | IHH 3f8®R

Muslim Law | Hf&H &

1/8 share of property / Fufd &1 1/8 fgw=ar

1/4 share | 1/4 fg&a1

Muslim Law | qf&H &1

No coparcenary concept | GgHTSId &t
LR A1

Still inherits but share smaller / Af&i&R
tREgmran

Fixed share according to Sharia /

ertad & AR fAeffRa few



* Consider the following statements /¥ SRRG & $ DSAR U3BIGTI Sk S

 The Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937 applies Muslim personal law to
matters including intestate succession /Y&HRT € &3 TS Tedle) BFESEEW S3, 193730%
WWW STT P DK TTEBERE WW?@? WW

* Article 44 is a Fundamental Right enforceable in the same manner as Article 14 / ? BE&EE
44,2 BEE 14 5 CUUIGIES T T BT TRITHHIS 22 STEIUE .

* The Supreme Court indicated that striking down the present framework without
replacement may create a legal vacuum | SFRAI AT S GBS IPE A RET TESSHL ™
%EWSQ%@SQW& UEIE?; BUE

* Answer / &"E’EI'




Jal Jeevan mission gets
extension up to 2028

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday approved the ex-
tension of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti’s Jal Jeevan pro-
gramme to 2028 and provi-
sioned more funds to meet
its goal of providing a mini-
mum amount of daily pota-
ble water to every rural
household in the country.
As of January 2026, the
programme was estimated
to have spent 3.6 lakh
crore since 2019. Of this,
%2.08 lakh crore was the
Centre’s share with the rest
to come in from the States.
However, the pro-
gramme, while originally
envisioned 100% coverage

by 2024, has been stuck at
around 81% coverage since
2025.

As The Hindu has pre-
viously reported, covering
the remaining 20% re-
quires nearly as much mo-
ney as has been spent for
achieving 80%.

Digital mapping

“To this end, a uniform na-
tional digital framework,
namely “Sujalam Bharat”,
shall be instituted, under
which every village shall be
assigned a unique Sujal
Gaon / Service Area ID dig-
itally mapping the com-
plete drinking water sup-
ply system from source to
tap,” a Ministry statement
said.



The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of Jal Jeevan Mission up to December 2028, giving
more time and funds to achieve rural household tap-water coverage / $giJ HFHSH A 3Td 3itaq faeE
P! fGiaR 2028 dd G@1A B HaR! &t &, difds UTHIUT 81 deb Ad STol dAdRA UgdH &b digd & fag sifeies I7a
3R EHB'WGHE’[WI Press Information... +1

The mission, launched in 2019, originally aimed to provide Functional Household Tap Connections to
all rural households by 2024 / 2019 R [ T 7T g fA2M BT {d ®18d 2024 dds It UTHIOT IRari ol
BRI EI3TEICS U BATNT U DBRAAT &T|  Jal Jeevan Mission +1

As of early March 2026, about 15.82 crore out of roughly 19.36 crore rural households had tap-water
supply, which is about 81.71% coverage [ AT 2026 1 BATd ddb dTTHTT 19.36 RIS UTHIU URARI A 3

B 15.82 B URARY B et STl ATYfd Aot bt 2ff, S AT 81.71% BAST 81 Press Information... +1




. Digital mapping and Sujalam Bharat / fsfsiee &ft 3ik gsteid ¥Ra
» A national digital framework called “Sujalam Bharat” is being used to digitally map rural drinking-

water systems from source to tap / “JTlTH HRA" ATH® I 1Y fEfFed arar urHior Ssta gonfad & Jid
ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%@fﬁ?ﬁmﬁﬁqiﬁ?ﬁ%fﬁ?mﬁmm@él Press Information... +1

» Under this framework, each village or service area gets a unique Sujal Gaon ID so that the supplying
scheme and the served households can be clearly identified / 83 @0 & 3fdTTd U TId AT AT &F BI
Tas faferse gora i 3EEt & STt 8, d1fds I Tee FY A UgaHT 511 Jb b Bi-Tt ST A1 o uRar) &t
Uﬁa?ﬁgl Press Information... +1

» This digital layer is important for transparency, monitoring, accountability, and maintenance of rural
water systems / Ig fEfsicd @razem uyreferdr, AR, siaraeet 31k uTHioT Sie Jonfar) &b @R & fae
Wf gl Press Information... +1



5.2 Why potable water matters / 9IsTel @=if Hgayqof &
o Safe drinking water improves public health by reducing water-borne diseases and lowering household
medical burden | TRfeid UISTA STSTd AT BT BH BB AT TR JEURAT & 3R TRar) iR fafdean

TsﬁS?HEI’HTéI Press Information... +1
o Tap-water access especially helps women and girls by reducing the time spent fetching water / 91

1ot b1 Iucreerdr fady U A Afgaal 3R @isfdbal B! @M ugard! &, wiifds g7 UMl oA | &4 aTetl JHA
hH '@HTE‘\I Press Information... +1

» Reliable household water supply also supports dignity, sanitation, school attendance, and rural
productivity / faaatar ac] STt 3Tgfd TRAT, T dl, Tpd IUfifd 3R UTHIUT IcdTgdHar &! v Hatgd ddt

é| Jal Jeevan Mission +1

5.3 Why last-mile delivery is difficult / 3ifdw @Ror &t 3Mqfd HfeT =i 8
e Early gains in national missions usually come from easier-to-cover regions, while the final stretch
involves tougher terrain and weaker local infrastructure / g1 fAQMET & QB3iTdt wiifd Irr: 39 &A1 J 3iTdt
& STET UgdHT 3R gidT &, STafds 3ifdH TRoT B &S -1 3R BHSIR R Ha3RaAT A gidt 2|
Press Information... +1

e In drinking-water policy, the challenge is not only installing taps but ensuring regular, functional, and

quality water supply / 9IsTal Fifd ® gHldt Bad d @1 98], dfcds Haiid, dRIfdew 3R Toraarqof sta
wfgﬁgﬁﬁaﬁml-ﬁ%l Jal Jeevan Mission +1



APPLE’S PRODUCTION IN THE COUNTRY RISES 53% TO 55 MILLION HANDSETS IN 2025

1in 4 iPhones madeinIndia

SANKALP PHARTIYAL
March 10

APPLE INCREASED IPHONE
production in India by about
530% last year and now makes
a quarter of its marquee
devices in the country, reflect-
ing the US company’s efforts to
avoid tariffs on China.

The company assembled
about 55 million iPhones in
Indiain 2025, up from 36 mil-
lionayear earlier, people famil-
iarwith the mattersaid,asking
not to be named because the
numbers aren’t public. Apple
makes about 220 million to
230 million iPhones a year
globally, with India’s share of
the total increasing rapidly.

Apple has accelerated its
expansion in India in recent
years, bolstered by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s produc-
tion-linked incentives aimed at
turning the country into the

RICH HARVEST
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M Apple still
makes the bulk of
iPhones in China,
which has been
locked in a trade
war with the US

M Apple makes
about 220 mn
to 230 mn

iPhones a year
globally

world’s factory. The subsidies
have helped offset some of the
structural cost disadvantages
that manufacturers face in
India, including the lack of a
China-like robust supply chain
and logistics challenges.

In 2025, shipments from
China, where Apple still makes
thebulk of iPhones, faced head-
winds as a result of US tariffs
related to the two economic

powers’ trade war. The levies
pushed Apple and its suppliers
to move a greater share of
devicesmeant forthe American
market toalternative manufac-
turing destinations, with India
emergingasamajorbrightspot.

An Apple spokesperson
declined to comment.

Even though the gap has
narrowed, electronics assembly
and component manufactur-

ing still costs morein Indiathan
in countries including China
and Vietnam. That’s prompted
Apple,Samsung Electronicsand
others to seek more govern-
ment support. Companies are
discussing with India another
round of incentives to support
export growth. India’s current
production subsidies for smart-
phones expire March 31 and
with the US Supreme Court

striking down some of the
duties affecting China, India
needs to move quickly to
remain cost competitive.

The rising output in India
highlights Apple’s long-term
supply chain strategy to build a
second major iPhone manufac-
turing base to serve global
demand.The company is deep-
ening and widening its local
supplier partnerships to make
componentsincluding lithium-
ion cells, watch and phone
enclosuresand accessories such
asAirPods.Beyond manufactur-
ing, Apple is targeting market
share gains in a region where
sales have surged past $9 billion.
It’s preparing to launch Apple
Payin Indialaterthisyearandits
retail network now comprises
six stores, underscoring the
country’s growing importance
asnotjustaproduction hubbut
also a fast-growing consumer
market. —BLOOMBERG



. Core development | §=4 fadara

Apple increased iPhone production in India by about 53% in 2025, with assembly rising from about
36 million units in 2024 to about 55 million units in 2025 / Apple 94 2025 ® ¥Rd ® iPhone 3G &
53% gerdT, f5iad 3 ddal 2024 &b @M 36 million units @ g@dR 2025 B @M 55 million units & TS|
The Times of India +1
This means roughly 1in 4 iPhones globally are now being made in India, since Apple’s global annual
iPhone output is estimated at about 220-230 million units / 3T 37 & b 319 dfedds TR TR @ &R 4
iPhones ® 1 WRd ® ¥4 8T &, TRIifds Apple &7 1S df2des iPhone 3dTe @I 220-230 million units
FIFITTTZ]T@I The Times of India +1
The shift reflects Apple’s strategy to diversify manufacturing away from excessive dependence on
China and to strengthen India as a second major production base / Ig g&atd Apple &1 39 I0THId BT
gRIfdr 2 {5 a8 = IR 31 feies fH1RAT A 63dh VR 1 IR 98T 3T 3ATER g1 8T &

The Times of India +2




. Why India gained importance | HRd &1 Hgcd &1 d@T

« India has become more important because Apple and its suppliers are trying to reduce geopolitical
and tariff-related risks linked to China-centric manufacturing / WRd 3iféies Hgaquf safay a1 & wilfe
Apple 3R 38a& suppliers @H-&fgd manufacturing & 5[ geopolitical 3R tariff risks @I &H &A1 AT B

The Times of India +1

« India's Production-Linked Incentive framework has also supported the expansion of smartphone
manufacturing and exports / HRd & Production-Linked Incentive @azem A smartphone manufacturing
3R exports & faFaR B TERTEATRI  press intormation.. -

« Official government material says India has become a net exporter of mobile phones and that the
mobile-phone PLI scheme has attracted investment and employment by December 2025 / 3nfeic1RaE
THR A & IR MR mobile phones &1 net exporter a4 T & 3R December 2025 @& mobile-
phone PLI scheme A fAa2r 3R AR 3abfea fBAT R pross intormation

. Why this is important for India / WRd & feiq a8 @=iY wgeaqof 2

« This is not just about one company; it signals India’s rise in global value chains in electronics
manufacturing / I8 ddd T company &6 BgT! 98l &; T electronics manufacturing ® global value
chains ® WA &1 a@dt {fHDT BY GATAT 1 press information...

« A larger Apple footprint can deepen supplier ecosystems, create jobs, improve exports, and push
India higher in advanced assembly and component manufacturing / Apple @&t &gt 3ufeifd supplier
ecosystem @1 & & Adbdl &, jobs AT B2 Tbdl &, exports daT Fdbd! & 31 advanced assembly @2
component manufacturing ® WRd & fR3fd ASTgd @3 Tt 81 prose information.. 2

« At the same time, India still faces cost, logistics, and component-ecosystem challenges compared
with China / a2l g, WRd &7 andt it cost, logistics 37k component ecosystem & A& B diF &t gA-T &
AT BT ATHAT BRATYSAT &1 The Economic T



1. What “1in 4 iPhones made in India"” really means [ “1in 4 iPhones made in India” &1

ardfaed 3ref

« It means India is no longer a marginal assembly location; it is now handling roughly one-fourth of
Apple’s annual iPhone production / 8T 37ef & {6 WRa 3ra a Tas HHid assembly location A&l &T:
319 ag Apple & a1fSies iPhone 3cTGA T 7T Ueh-TtelTs THTH TET B the Times of indla -

« This marks a major change from earlier years when China overwhelmingly dominated Apple's
production geography / & Y& & auf &I gt H 481 a4aT1d &, 57d Apple & production geography W
T BT R I Tl sioomberg com +

« For exam purposes, this should be seen as an example of supply-chain diversification, China+1
strategy, and manufacturing relocation / 931&f1 &1 gfee & $& supply-chain diversification, China+1
strategy 3R manufacturing relocation & 3gI&0T & ®U & STATAMET|  sloomberg.com «1

2. Why companies shift production bases | &ufaal 3d1gH TR i dgeidl &

+ Global firms do not choose manufacturing bases only on wages; they also consider tariffs, political
risk, market access, logistics, policy incentives, and supplier clustering / dfedep SufFal dam H’:ﬂgﬂ 63
38R WR manufacturing base A&l qa?ﬁ'; a tariffs, political risk, market access, logistics, policy
incentives 3R supplier clustering "t 2t &1 sioomberg com -2

« Apple's India shift is linked both to external factors such as U.S.-China tensions and to internal Indian
policy support like PLI / Apple @1 HRd &t 3R FH1d agdt BRUT 317 U.S.-China tensions 3R iali®
HRAR policy support 3 PLIGHT A BT &1 he Times of india

« Therefore, this development is best understood as the result of geopolitics plus industrial policy /

gafeie g9 faa @t geopolitics 3R industrial policy & Tgam gfRoms & U ¥ IHgrT T1fgg)

Bloomberg.com +1



Consider the following statements | fA-fafEd weM 4R faar Hifsie:
1. In 2025, Apple assembled about 55 million iPhones in India / 2025 & Apple 7 ¥Rd ® @ 55 million

iPhones assemble f&T| e times of india +1
2. India's share in Apple's global annual iPhone output is now roughly one-fourth / Apple & df2des aifes

iPhone output & WRd &1 fERISRT 31d AT Teb-TtTS &1 The Times of India +1
3. Article 44 of the Constitution provides the legal basis for the PLI scheme for mobile phones | Tfdema

T 315G 44 mobile phones & fag PLI scheme T dTAT 3TER UG &l & |

Answer [ 3TR:



. DSSSB previous-year paper (Delhi government recruitment) asks:

“Who among the following is regarded as the founding father of modern Economics?”

The correct option shown is Adam Smith. ossss

. Kerala PSC question paper asks:

“Who is the father of Economics?”

The correct option is Adam Smith. «kerala pubiic ser..

. Rajasthan Board model paper asks:

“Who is known as the father of economics?”

The correct answer listed is Adam Smith. rajasthan Board ..

. Karnataka state question bank explicitly says:

“He is called the Father of modern Economics” > Adam Smith. dsertkarnataka.g..

. A Telangana State Civil Services foundation course states directly:

“Father of Modern Economics: Adam Smith,” and links this to The Wealth of Nations (1776). wcrHrol
. NCERT textbook material also describes Adam Smith as “the father of economics,” which explains

why exam setters in India use this answer consistently. ncert



Term asked in exam

Father of Economics

Father | Founding Father of
Modern Economics

Father of Modern

Macroeconomics

Father of Indian Economics

Father of Political Economy

Most accepted answer

Adam Smith

Adam Smith

J. M. Keynes

Dadabhai Naoroji

Adam Smith or sometimes
William Petty in academic
history context

Proof | why

Kerala PSC asks “"Who is the father of Economics?" and gives Adam Smith as

the correct answer. Kerala Public Ser.. +1

DSSSB previous-year papers use “founding father of modern Economics” /
“father of Modern Economics” and the correct answer is Adam Smith.

DSSSB +2

Kerala PSC answer key explicitly gives J. M. Keynes for “father of Modern Macro

ECOHOmiCS," Kerala Public Ser..

In Indian exam usage, this is usually tied to Dadabhai Naoroji because of the
Drain Theory and early economic critique of British rule. This one is different
from “father of economics.”

But in Indian MCQ practice, when the wording is general, Adam Smith is usually
the safer answer unless the paper is very specialized. 0sssg



T A R T A W

Questions and answers to
the previous day’s daily
quiz on T20 World Cup:

1. Besides Sanju Samson,
which Indian won two
player-of-the- match awards?
Ans: Hardik Pandya

2. Which country did Yuvraj
Samra play for? Ans: Canada
3. Apart from Samson, which
other Indian got more than
300 runs? Ans: Ishan Kishan
4. How did the Scots Matthew
Cross, Michael Leask, and
Oliver Davidson make news on
February 7? Ans: The three
batters were the victims in
West Indian Romario
Shepherd's hat-trick, the

only one of the tournament.

5. Name the lone Pakistani
and West Indian in the ICC's

Team of the tournament. Ans:
Sahibzada Farhan and
Jason Holder respectively.
6. What was the prize money
(in U.S. Dollars) that India
took home for emerging the
champion? Ans: $3 million
7. Which other teams, apart
from New Zealand (2021 and
2026), have lost two summit
clashes? Ans: Pakistan
(2007, 2022) and Sri Lanka
(2009, 2012).

Name this American joint
highest wicket-taker till the
final where Varun and Bumrah
went ahead by one wicket to
tally 14 scalps. Ans: Shadley
Van Schalkwyk

Early Birds: Neha Mahendry|
Shailmil Naaz| Varghese
Joseph| Sadhan Panda
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Think on These Things
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ABOUT THE BOOK =

284 Pages, Size - Demmy

Chosen by Parabola magazine as ‘one of the hundred best
spiritual books of the century’. An excellent introduction
to Krishnamurti’s teachings, for the young and the old.
Consisting of Krishnamurti’s talks and discussions with
students, teachers, and parents in India, this book has
been translated into the major languages of the world.
Here Krishnamurti states, in unmistakable terms, that the

function of education is not different from the purpose of



Word of the day

Pusillanimous:
lacking in courage

Synonyms: poorly spirited

Usage: The authorities are too pusillanimous
to deal with this situation

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/pusillanimouspron

International Phonetic
Alphabet:

/ pju:sila@nimas/, / pju:sal’aenamas/

Word of the day

Fortuitous:
occurring by happy chance

Synonyms: causeless, uncaused

Usage: It was a fortuitous meeting that led to
a lifelong friendship

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/fortuitous

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [faltjurrtas/, [fortJu..tas/
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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