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A student who values learning can outgrow every 
limitation.













Aspect Details

Court Madras High Court

Bench
Chief Justice Sushrut Arvind Dharmadhikari and Justice G. Arul 
Murugan

Petitioner K. Venkatachalapathy, a voter from Tirunelveli

Respondent Election Commission of India and others

Issue
Whether by-elections should be held while election petitions 
concerning the original results are pending

Interim decision ECI restrained from issuing by-election notifications

Period of restraint Until 31 July 2026

Next procedural step Respondents have been given time to file counter-affidavits

Nature of decision Interim order, not a final judgment





Legal framework Relevance

Article 190, Constitution
Vacation and resignation of seats in State 
Legislatures

Article 324
ECI's constitutional power of 
superintendence, direction and control of 
elections

Section 151A, Representation of the 
People Act, 1951

General rule requiring a by-election to fill 
a vacancy within six months, subject to 
statutory exceptions and legal context

Election petition mechanism
Allows election results to be judicially 
challenged



Constituency
Elected 
representative shown 
in the report

Party in the report
Present 
complication

Tiruchi East C. Joseph Vijay TVK
Resignation + 
election petition

Perundurai S. Jayakumar AIADMK
Resignation + 
election petition

Ambasamudram Esakki Subaya AIADMK
Resignation + 
election petition

Viralimalai C. Vijayabaskar AIADMK
Resignation + 
election petition

Karur M.R. Vijayabaskar AIADMK
Resignation + 
election petition













Existing system
Possible problem under new 
system

IIT Council and individual 
Boards

New regulator may exercise 
overlapping authority

Academic Senate decides 
curriculum

External standards may limit 
flexibility

Institute launches innovative 
programmes

Additional approvals may be 
required

Board controls research 
priorities

Centralised regulation could 
influence autonomy

Special parliamentary Act
New umbrella law may create 
legal overlap







NO. KEY DEVELOPMENT IMPORTANT DATA SIGNIFICANCE

1 CBR below 10 for first time 9.64 in 2024 Historic demographic low

2 Live births decline sharply
3,44,766 in 2024 vs 3,93,231 in 

2023
Fall of about 48,465 births in one 
year

3 Two consecutive steep declines
−1.47 points in 2022–23; −1.42 in 

2023–24
Fastest consecutive annual 
declines in the period analysed

4 Temporary post-Covid reversal 11.94 in 2021 → 12.53 in 2022
Short-lived increase before 
decline resumed

5 Long-term decline 17.67 in 1992 → 9.64 in 2024 CBR declined by about 45%

6 Strong district disparity Alappuzha 5.28; Kollam 6.63
Southern and central districts 
show extremely low rates

7 Death rate stabilising CDR 8.59 in 2023 → 8.77 in 2024
Natural population increase is 
becoming very small











Factor How it affects fertility

High female literacy Greater awareness and reproductive choice

Female education Delays marriage and childbirth

Urbanisation Raises the cost of raising children

Migration Alters household and marriage patterns

High aspirations Greater investment per child

Healthcare improvements
Lower infant mortality reduces the perceived need 

for larger families

Contraceptive access Better fertility planning

Delayed marriage Shortens reproductive window

Housing and education costs Increase economic burden of larger families

Changing family preferences Shift toward one-child or small-family norms





Stage Birth rate Death rate
Population 
growth

Kerala's 
position

Stage I High High Very low Historical

Stage II High Falling Rapid Passed

Stage III Falling Low Slowing Passed

Stage IV Low Low Stable Advanced

Stage V* Very low
Deaths may 
exceed births

Possible 
decline

Kerala moving 
towards this 
risk



Sector Short-term impact Long-term impact

Schools Lower enrolment
Consolidation or closure 

pressure

Higher education Smaller local student pool
Greater dependence on 

interstate/international students

Labour market Limited immediate effect Workforce shortages

Healthcare Growing geriatric demand Expansion of care economy

Pensions Increasing fiscal burden Higher dependency pressure

Housing Household structure changes More elderly-only households

Migration Continued importance
Greater reliance on migrant 

workers

Consumption Changing demand
More healthcare and senior-care 

spending





Stage What happened

Subject Film based on rights activist Jaswant Singh Khalra

Original title Challughar

Later title Punjab ’95

OTT title Satluj

CBFC scrutiny Reportedly suggested 127 cuts before theatrical clearance

Filmmakers' response Refused to accept the demanded changes

Theatrical release Did not take place

Legal challenge Makers approached Bombay High Court in 2023

Later development Petition was withdrawn and film moved to OTT route

OTT premiere July 3

Takedown Two days later in India

Reported government ground Security concerns

Legal route for blocking Section 69A of the IT Act framework



Aspect Theatrical release OTT release

Principal law
Cinematograph Act, 1952, as 
amended

IT Act, 2000 + IT Rules, 2021

Main institution CBFC
Publisher self-regulation + self-
regulatory body + government 
oversight

Regulation timing Pre-certification
Primarily post-publication 
oversight and grievance 
framework

Prior approval
CBFC certificate necessary for 
public exhibition

No CBFC certificate required 
merely for OTT streaming

Content classification
U, UA, A and S framework with 
age-related subdivisions under 
amended law

Age-based OTT classification 
framework

Government blocking power
Cinema exhibition controlled 
through certification law

Online access may be blocked 
through Section 69A process

Core distinction Public exhibition
Individual/on-demand digital 
viewing









India’s Hydrogen-Fuel Transport Pilot 
on 10 Routes





Parameter Details

Programme Hydrogen-powered transport pilot

Routes 10

Vehicles 37 buses and trucks

Fuel-cell vehicles 15

Hydrogen ICE vehicles 22

Hydrogen refuelling stations 9

Estimated allocation About ₹208 crore

Projects sanctioned 26 March 2025

Nodal sector Road transport

Larger umbrella National Green Hydrogen Mission

Primary purpose
Test vehicles, infrastructure, refuelling and 

route viability







NO. ROUTE/CORRIDOR BROAD REGIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

1 Greater Noida–Delhi–Agra NCR and major expressway corridor

2 Pune–Mumbai Major industrial and commercial corridor

3 Ahmedabad–Vadodara–Surat Gujarat industrial belt

4 Bhubaneswar–Konark–Puri Odisha tourism and urban corridor

5 Sahibabad–Faridabad–Delhi NCR urban-industrial mobility

6 Jamshedpur–Kalinga Nagar Steel and heavy-industry corridor

7 Thiruvananthapuram–Kochi Kerala's major urban corridor

8 Kochi–Edappally Urban mobility application

9 Jamnagar–Ahmedabad Gujarat industrial-energy corridor

10 NH-16 Visakhapatnam–Bayyavaram Port and industrial connectivity





Parameter Diesel truck Battery-electric truck
Hydrogen fuel-cell 
truck

Tailpipe CO₂ High Zero Zero

Refuelling/charging Fast Generally longer Fast

Infrastructure 
maturity

Very high Growing Very low

Energy efficiency Low–moderate Highest
Lower than battery 
EV

Vehicle cost Lowest initially High Very high currently

Long-haul potential Established Improving rapidly Potentially strong

Energy security Oil dependent Electricity based
Can use domestic 
renewable energy

Key problem
Pollution and 
imports

Battery weight and 
charging

Hydrogen cost and 
infrastructure



Potential benefits Major challenges

Lower oil-import dependence High green-hydrogen production cost

Cleaner heavy transport Expensive vehicles

Renewable-energy integration
Low well-to-wheel efficiency compared 

with direct electrification

Industrial innovation Storage and transportation difficulties

Reduced urban pollution Lack of refuelling network

New manufacturing opportunities Need for safety standards

Export opportunity
Green hydrogen requires large 

renewable electricity supply



Samriddh Gram Wins 
WSIS Prize 2026



Point Details

Project Samriddh Gram

Full project title
Integrated Phygital Service Delivery Model Enabled 

by BharatNet

Implementing body Department of Telecommunications (DoT)

Ministry Ministry of Communications

Award WSIS Prizes 2026 – Global Winner

Category Action Line C6: Enabling Environment

Award organisation
International Telecommunication Union (ITU)-led 

WSIS process

Award venue Geneva, Switzerland

Award date 9 July 2026

Digital backbone BharatNet

Service centre Samriddhi Kendra

Model Phygital: Physical + Digital

First Samriddhi Kendra Umri village, Guna district, Madhya Pradesh

Main target
Last-mile digital and socio-economic inclusion in rural 

India





Stage Development

2011
National Optical Fibre Network 

(NOFN) launched

2015 NOFN renamed BharatNet

Initial focus
Connect Gram Panchayats through 

optical fibre

Expanded approach
Last-mile connectivity through FTTH, 

Wi-Fi and other technologies

Current policy direction
Move from infrastructure creation 

towards actual service utilisation



Event Year Importance

First WSIS Phase 2003 Geneva

Second WSIS Phase 2005 Tunis

WSIS+20 context 2025–26 period
Review of two decades of digital-
development commitments

WSIS Prizes 2026 15th edition
Recognition of ICT projects 
advancing WSIS Action Lines and 
SDGs



Fact Details

Organisation International Telecommunication Union

Established 1865

UN specialised agency Since 1947

Headquarters Geneva, Switzerland

Core area ICT and telecommunications

Broader work
Spectrum coordination, satellite orbits, technical standards and 
digital development
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