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VADODARA BRIDGE COLLAPSE
Death toll increases
o 18, two still missing

NEWS 3 PAGE S

——
U.S. curbs on
Albanese set

dangerous
precedent

WORLD 3 PAGE 14

Ty

PAKISTAN DEPORTATION

HC seeks long-term
visa status of woman
WEWS 5 PAGE 4

;-;pmwnﬁon
isms

mechan
effective?

Recurrence of cmmd’ial

loriure proves

oPINION B PAGE 3

MASTERCLASS.

Root digs deep on the
opening day at Lord’s

SPORT » PAGE 16

MALAPURAM
A Cental team af soerists led
bry Mational Centre for Disease
Conered joira. director Pramy
warma wisited differens places

£ wisit the places. = PAGE 3

Security boosted
on Kamwar Yatra
routes across U

L
wtar Pradesh is rmmpng up

58T ga
Sub-snspeciors, and 39,965

Bengal migrants
allege abuse by
Odisha Police
BHUBANESWAR

Migrant warkers fram West
Bengal say they ane bein)
Parassed by the Doisha Polics,
whe are = the process of
werfying the sentities af
Bengal-speaking pecpie
Suspectes 1o be foreign
nationals Over the past three
das, the INarsuguda pokoe
e datained 444 miErant
wwarkers, verifying their
Iertities 2= part of an angaing
drive 10 Separt Bangladeshis
3 Reningyas from the
country. 1 PAGE 6

‘Consider Aadhaar; EPIC, ration card as proof”

l ThESuprErneCuurtwashEaI:ngpleasaganlslme ltsays)ssueguestuveryrumofdeumacy and list
of Il documents for voter verification is not exhaustive

special intensive revision of the voter list in

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
it i
the Election Com-

misslon (EC) to consider
Aadh:

. elector
identity card (EFIC), and
ratbon card as p for

voter registration in the
ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral rolls in &

court referred 1o

nor “exhaustive.

in Bihar to “mo on”.
not pass any interim order

of stay. The court listed

SIR in top court

The Supreme Court v
rhar hazeing

[

ing for the commission,
submitte,

Justice Dihulia, howey-
er, remarked that ar
was ome of the primary
identity documents, amd
the SIR was about esta-
blishing sdentity. “If
want a caste certificate, 1

ensire exercise of SIR is
about identity anly. ¥ou

want to know whether
this person Is & or B." he
said.

Justice  Bagehi

con-

T Pruenens coll it s
ulneratile
;

The
It is nor |wuc
hipe T

hig scremeing
o s e poten o

= b € e, s N
o it shig

adhaar Act chearly says
ol

The statute, Repre-
Seecnetiins SF s Tiople
Act, allows
ice

sion's “discretion” to ac-
cept Aadhaar, EPIC or ra-
tion cards, Justice Dhulia

Court notes that the revision in Bihar appeared
nebulous — neither ‘summary” nor “special’

was the responsibility of
the Union Home MiniSiry.
Citing a Bihar govern-

responded the ment survey, mMr. Sibal
court’s order was “clear”.  submirted that 875 of the
- isaidthe re-  population had Aadhaar,
necessary, as whl]e only 14% had ma-

the last intensive revis and
n ¢ was I 2005, He 2% had Pasepores. —This
sald GO af ns  means a substangial por-
SAround 5.5 crore - had  dan of the population risk
already besn disendr. des-

“with half uploaded on the

ed, except addin,
names,” 2

Citizenshi; g
The petitioners, repre-
sented by s o
cates Kapil Sibal, A.M.
Singhvi, Gopal Sankarana-

rayanan, Shadan Farasat
and Vri de-

an Aadiaar.

prove she is indeed a cit-
Zen,” he sakd.

Justice Bagchi raised
questions about the strict

deadlines of the SIR pro-
cess. “You say within 30

timing s very short_. Why
is SIR  so  election-fo-
cused,” he asked.

Mr. Sankaranarayanan
questioned why the SIR,
st b b Arxpleim senied

n i B

had o jurisdiction to as-
certain cltizenship, wihich

e et
later this year.

USED IN EARLIER ELECTIONS
= PAGE S
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Centre identifies domestic firm for S-400 air
defence system maintenance, repair, overhaul

Sowrabils Trivedi
EW DELS

The
has
firm o establish a mainte-

rial

Ministry of Defence
ian

nance repair and owe:
(MRO) facilizy for the S-800
air defence system in the
countr

¥
Indiz now has three

Suda
the 5-400 had
crucial rele in tak-

more than 15 Indian cities,
retaliation for Opesation

Sindoor launched by ndia

in May.

A sendor official in the

Defence Mindstry has con-

firmed thar the plan to es-

5i

taking

Critical suppant: The 5- ﬂl}:lhadpli;:dzcru:.!l rote
e ard

tablish acility was
In the pipeline for vorme
time bt after Operation

ter several phases of secur-

Irdian cites. s
ity clearance and capabili-
ty testing = Rules  of

maz
Direr of hie SO0 syatern,
will collsborate with an in-
dian firm to establish the

facility in India. A formal
annoancement will made

itiative of the nament.
1t will help 1o overcome the
challnges posed by inter.

national ons  and
upply ¢ chal.n dlsnlpl:ion"

o ils faeched Opera-
tion_sindoor in the frst
week of May tangeting ter-

ror camps in Pakistan, in

ing night of May 78, Pakls-
tan amempted

That of the Temaining we
s5-400s, one will be deli-
wered In 2026 and in 2007

Indian team for U.S. again
to seek clarity on tariffs and
negotiate trade deal further

NEW DELHE

An !nnﬂsn team of trade
aon

For 2 ~mini~ trade deal and
a wider bilareral invest-
Nt treat:

sl

“Anybody that's in BRICS is

setting 2 10% charge precty

Soon_ If they're a membe

of BRICE, thiy e going b
10 paEy a 10% tarif

Tarlif letters
His announcement came a

eimposing
higher tariffs on them =f-
Tacshes . ey Amgnme 1
Then, on nesday,
T sirmiiar |emau o ighe
more counir

countries
Africa, and Indonesa. Mr.
Trump's threat of a BRICS
tariff is, therefore, cansing

On the table
B e i, A

potiatars are prive to

some confusion among In-
dian polic: s,

ymakers.
In ks lerters, the U.S

“More clarity has to
come from the U.S. side.”
an official tobd The Hindi.

have already sent
letters to some countries,

proposed deal that ks being
negotiateds
‘Apart from the letters to
specific | countries, M
announced a
s all copper im-
Pports coming into the

r government of-
ficial confirmed to The #in-
< thar India plans to seek
additional clarity on this.
“We are engaged with

P
Eormenes call into question

existing deals with the U.S.

~Tru unpredictabil
my raises concerns that
even sipned deals may be
revisited,” sabd Ajay Srivas-
rava, former Director-Gen-
eral of Forelgn Trade and
founder of the think-tank
Global Trade Research In-

“Trump's wa
makes it clear: any country
with




‘Consider Aadhaar, EPIC, ration card as proof”

The Supreme Court was hearing pleas against the
special intensive revision of the voter list in Bihar

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday asked

the Election Com-
mission (EC) to consider
Aadhaar, elector photo
identity card (EPIC), and
ration card as proof for
voter registration in the
ongoing special intensive
revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral rolls in Bihar.

The court referred to
the EC’s submission that
its list of 11 documents for
verification of voters was
not “exhaustive”. “There-
fore, in our prima facie
view, since the list [of doc-
uments] is not exhaustive,
it would be in the interest
of justice if the EC would
also consider the follow-
ing documents, Aadhaar,
EPIC, issued by the EC it-
self, and ration card,” the
court dictated in its order.

No stay

A Bench of Justices Sud-
hanshu Dhulia and Joyma-
lya Bagchi allowed the SIR
in Bihar to “go on”. It did
not pass any interim order

of stay. The court listed
the case for further hear-
ing on July 28, prior to the
publication of the draft
electoral rolls in August.

The court said its judi-
cial review of the SIR
would focus on the EC’s
power to undertake the
exercise, the manner in
which it was conducted,
and the chosen timing,
which, it described as “ve-
ry short”. It noted that the
revision in Bihar ap-
peared nebulous — neith-
er “summary” nor “spe-
cial” as defined under
Section 21 of the Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, 1950.

“This issue is very im-
portant. It goes to the very
roots of our democracy. It
is about the right to vote,”
Justice Dhulia observed.

The EC objected to
Aadhaar, stating it was a
document for identity ver-
ification and not proof of
citizenship. Aadhaar, it
said, was also issued to
non-citizens who were or-
dinarily resident at a
place.

“The Aadhaar Act

It says issue goes to very roots of democracy, and list
of 11 documents for voter verification is not exhaustive

SIRin top court

The Supreme Court will
take up for further hearing
on July 28 the case
against the special intensive
revision of the electoral
rolls in Bihar

What the court
will focus
on: Election
Commission’s
power to
undertake the
exercise; the
manner in which it
is conducted; and
the chosen timing
just months
ahead of the

1 Assembly election

clearly says it is not proof
of citizenship. The EC can-
not exalt the status of the
Aadhaar,” senior advocate
Rakesh Dwivedi, appear-
ing for the commission,
submitted.

Justice Dhulia, howev-
er, remarked that Aadhaar
was one of the primary
identity documents, and
the SIR was about esta-
blishing identity. “If I
want a caste certificate, I

Court finds
the revision
nebulous —

neither ‘summary’

Petitioners call it ‘citizenship screening’
of vulnerable groups under the guise of
voter registration; Election Commission has no

jurisdiction to ascertain citizenship

Q The Aadhaar Act clearly says
it is not proof of

citizenship. The EC cannot exalt the

status of the Aadhaar. — Ec

Q If 1 want a caste certificate,
1show my Aadhaar. A doc-

ument like Aadhaar, consid-

ered basic for getting other =

documents, is not part of
the 11 documents? The

nor ‘special’ as

p defined under
Section 21 of the
Representation of
the People

Act, 1950

DHULIA

show my Aadhaar. A doc-
ument like Aadhaar, con-
sidered basic for getting
other documents, is not
part of the 11 documents?
Caste certificate is one of
the documents among the
11, but not Aadhaar? The
entire exercise of SIR is
about identity only. You
want to know whether
this person is A or B,” he
said.
Justice

Bagchi con-

entire exercise of SIR is
about identity only.
JUSTICE SUDHANSHU

curred, stating that none
of the 11 documents listed
in the EC’s June 24 notifi-
cation established citizen-
ship. “The statute, Repre-
sentation of the People
Act, allows Aadhaar,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

The EC was also repre-
sented by senior advocate
K.K. Venugopal.

Mr. Dwivedi urged the
court to clarify that it
would be at the commis-

sion’s “discretion” to ac-
cept Aadhaar, EPIC or ra-
tion cards. Justice Dhulia
responded that the
court’s order was “clear”.

Mr. Dwivedi said the re-
vision was necessary, as
the last intensive revision
in Bihar was in 2003. He
said 60% of enumerations
— around 5.5 crore — had
already been completed,
with half uploaded on the
EC’s new digital platform,
ECI Net. “For the first
time, we have created ECI
Net where the documents
would be uploaded. This
drive need not be repeat-
ed, except for adding
names,” he said.

‘Citizenship screening’

The petitioners, repre-
sented by senior advo-
cates Kapil Sibal, A.M.
Singhvi, Gopal Sankarana-
rayanan, Shadan Farasat
and Vrinda Grover, de-
scribed the SIR as “citizen-
ship screening” of vulner-
able groups under the
guise of voter registration.
They argued that the EC
had no jurisdiction to as-
certain citizenship, which

Court notes that the revision in Bihar appeared
nebulous — neither ‘summary’ nor ‘special’

was the responsibility of
the Union Home Ministry.

Citing a Bihar govern-
ment survey, Mr. Sibal
submitted that 87% of the
population had Aadhaar,
while only 14% had ma-
triculation certificates and
2% had passports. “This
means a substantial por-
tion of the population risk
disenfranchisement des-
pite having an Aadhaar.
The burden has suddenly
fallen on the citizen to
prove she is indeed a citi-
zen,” he said.

Justice Bagchi raised
questions about the strict
deadlines of the SIR pro-
cess. “You say within 30
days citizens have to do
this and another 30 days
they have to do that... The
timing is very short... Why
is SIR so election-fo-
cused,” he asked.

Mr. Sankaranarayanan
questioned why the SIR,
meant to be implemented
nationwide, began in Bi-
har ahead of the election
later this year.

USED IN EARLIER ELECTIONS
» PAGE 5
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Supreme Court asked the Election
Commission (EC) to consider Aadhaar, EPIC
(Voter ID), and ration card as valid proof for
voter verification in Bihar’s ongoing Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

Court criticized the SIR as being “neither
summary nor special”, hence ambiguous.




Element Details

Judicial Review Focus EC's power, manner, and timing of conducting SIR

Concerns Raised Timing just before elections; possible citizenship screening of

vulnerable groups
EC's Stand Aadhaar is an ID document, not proof of citizenship

Court's View Aadhaar, EPIC, and ration cards should also be considered valid

documents for identity

il Bihar Statistics (as per hearing)
 87% have Aadhaar
* Only 14% have matriculation certificates

e Only 2% have passports



Q. With reference to the Supreme Court’s observations on voter list revision in Bihar (2024), consider the

following statements:

1. The Supreme Court ordered that Aadhaar must be considered proof of citizenship for voter

registration.
2. The Court noted that the list of 11 documents used by the EC for voter verification is not exhaustive.
3. The Election Commission argued that Aadhaar should not be used as it is not proof of citizenship.
4. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls was questioned for being neither clearly
"'summary" nor "special."
Which of the above statements are correct?

A. 2, 3and 4 only
B.1and 3 only
C.1, 2 and 3 only
D. 2 and 4 only
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UK. to join France, Bharti in
capital infusion in Eutelsat

Eutelsat Group, which

Priya Nair to
be CEO and
MD of HUL

Prperen

runs the O
internet constellation, will receive an additional
investment of €50 million (£903 crore) from the

UK. government

a5 part of a fresh capital

mfiision. ~This new capltal injection will llow

Eutslsar

its menw

CEO Jeans ran;nu Tainchars
rman who als

n

of
sunil Bharti Mirtal,
o serves as

Erreisat s oo chalrman, S48 in & Savemant.

Reliance Jio is likely to delay

PO nd this

Feliance io Plarforms; led
Ambanl,

billionaire Mukesh

e
Rellante lfastries L. which swhs Fo, fell L8%

after the Reuters report.
with Elon.

Reliance Jio is set

Musk's Starlink when it forays

into the Indian market. Jio has

partnered with

Pviclia o develop Al INFASIruCTUre. anows

Government mulling stake
sale in LIC to meet norms

The government is working on

in Life Insurance Corparation

further stake sale
(LIC) of India and

government needs to offload 6.5% In LIC to
meet the 10% public

BMay 16, 2027, e

by

Unilever Limis-
ed (HUL) has announc
‘that Priya Nair, who is cur-
rently president, beauty
and well-being. Unilever,
will be appointed Chief Ex-

Executive. Rohix Jawa will

as CEO and MDD

step down
on july 31.

TCS posts 6% rise in Q1 net
profit, gives interim dividend

Revenue at 2

saUMEAL

of glo-

n the
Dol umcertatntios and

{TCS) reported 6%
in met profit ar f2,760

of T600 crore for the Arst
quarter of 202526 ending
June 30,

ar te3437

margin uring

AJT crore

v 1.3% vear-on-vear for the
seen an expansion of 30 bps guaner-on-quarter; wage hike not announced

TCS Q1 Results
hlighris of the first
results of Tata Core
Service for 2025 26,

—

Revenue from

cpamtians

o rcrune:
2,813

FETey
Eressath.

re3.437

sa.000

a0.n00

quarter  was  20.0%.

at 2804 crore was
100.3% of the net iIncome
curing the: quarte

The board has an-
nounced an interim divi-
dend of €11 per share. Re-

date of end is

B

Executive Director - Presi-

dent and Chlsf Opersring
officer who

o teeenicn ‘o

the Hees i Biver Joming

during the last guarter,

“Across industries,

using case-hased approach
o ROMded scaling of AL We

ter; operating mangin at 24.5% has
for

MARKETS
MARKET WATCH

are investing across the Al
ecosystem, including in-

ate India’s Al led transfor-
mation was a particular
highbight of this quarter.”
she said.

Due to uncertainties in
business environment, the
company has Dot an-
nounced any wage in-
indicared
any time frame. However,

wage mcrease
should be announced dur-
ing the year. It said it would
honour ail the job offers it
made on the

Life insurance companies record
3% dip in new business for June

M. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

Life insurers in India re-
ported mew business for

24243369 crore a yemr

ik i Tae et

number o
corvers s compa-
ratively Lower.

For the quarter ended
June, the new business

Gl e I a0
454

mont
4825 lakh (53.68 lakh). In
june, che insurers sold
20,06 lakh {21.79 lakh) pol
ictes, the u d num-
bers released on
by Life Insurance Council
showed.

The mnew business of

State-owned  Life  Insu-
rance Corporation of India
(LIC) for June was 3.42%
Lower -an-year

¥27,395 crove (128,366.87

crore (214,066.82 crore)

‘Order on RComy’s loan
account withdrawn’

Bank on Thurs-
day informed the Bombay
Coure thar it has with-

wati
Neela Gakhale disposed of

the petition filed by Mr
Ambani  challenging the
bunics arder, saying noth-

e B sald  the
withdrawal order shall be
d to the Heserve
Bank of India.
On November &, 2024,
classified tive loan

ENCHANGE RATES

Google unveils Al
innovations to make
agri practices more
data-driven, efficient

BENGALURL

Google on Thursday un-

fieli) meitisy v folla,
mpower the ecosys
tem to build targeted sohs-
tions that suppore agricul-
wural  productivity  and
resilience.
Researchers at G
DeepMind have also cob
Inborated with IF Kharag-
pur o buld
sexs on India's rich cnlrura'l
Google’s

Guogle DeepMind resesrchers
WT-Kharagaur
1 it Yo ifsed ket

celerating  crucial shifts,

bolster the mation against

Men and metals

Mot hests: Alumninium car parts are seen at a Hanshan stand during the Aluminium China 2025 Trade Fair in Shanghal en Thursday, s

Madhusima Maji,
program manager, Ampliy
Initiasive for India at Goo-

said, Al el could
be even more helpful with
a desper understand I.l|g of
the vast

“Ar Google, along with
charting new frontiers in
foundational Al which
kbone of ma

Gemini era, we have
] ing funda-
mental research thar ad-

Gupta, Senior Director for

India and APAC at Google

Deeey ind said at a round-

rable in Ananta, Googles
L.

According to Alok Tale-

su. i research
ioogle Deephind, with Al
researcl especially

foundation of Agricultural
1 1

ty of the lived ps expe-
rlence. “Through the Am-

plify Initative, we are
mel.cul.ousl)' buslding the
fich, al context

and culnal understand.
ing that transforms raw in-
nto

Corporate net profit may be

lukewarm in Q1 of FY26: Analysts

T,

wil

MUMBAL

Ner profit of Nifty 50 com-
panies may continue to be

that any

tally helpful and genuinely
rel.evan[ to diverse reali-
ties.” he added.

Dr. Mainack Mandal.
sistant Professor, T Kha-
rar;pur Hd

Google was working on ac-
cm
w

diars Eereddiie puusmy

rsi
fiscal, according to equity
research

an
“We expect 10 FY26 net
income of the KIE universe

of On
driven by higher

Eross re

2.5% Yo¥

fining margins {GRMs) and

Eqy
ar Equiris Se-
cutiier were a bit more
conservative, forecasting a
3% growth In met profit of

:a]s mu report flar earmn-
- Equiris said in the

some sectors in-

ment will mpun strong

savings. Because of that,

rember after new CRE Te-
quiremients (3%}

The outcome of a slow
earnings growth will be in-
cricanact o ferw of Foraiges
investments and a correc
hors I the wale of sratks,
said Mr.

Growth of ner profit of
private sector comparies

has slowed on a year-on-
year Dasia for at leas three
quarters now and this led
o outlow of foreign mo-
ney Eram Indian equities s=
the price of
stocks did nac jusl:ily pro
fundamental

Trump threatens
500% tariff on
countries importing
oil from Russia

MEW DELHI

LS. President [Domald
Trump has endorsed a Bill

at proposes a S00% tariff
on comiries importing o
from Bussia, a_develo,

-
ment thar can disrupt th-

o as

About the proposed Bill,
Trumgp told reporters dus-

Ing a Cabinet briefing on

on further

~ Trump's comments
Ex-

world were aware of th
s of global nllsuppl).'

chains and how I
only_helping gnbal mar-
kets by buying discounted
cil under a price cap from

wherever it can.

“~Russia ls one of the lar-

an
barrels/da
chags If this i, amourring
to about 10% of the global
cil supply of around 97 mil-
lfon, wanishes from the
it will force the
world 1o reduce its con-

Iy jeopardise India’s ener-
Ey securisy but also lead to
a higher import bill and
passibly a higher current
account deficlt (CAD).

came
ternal Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar sald he had
shared India's concerns
it Remnbicms Seaxgs

Graham over the

Lindsey Graham (Republi-
can-South Carolina) and
Richard Blumenthal (De-

- o introduce primary and
secon sanctions
against Kussia and actors
supporting Russia’s aggres-
ston in Ukraine.

These sanctions would
be imposed If Kussia refus-
s to engage In good faith

agions for a lasting
peace with Ukraine or in-
iiates another effort, in-

s negntiaced
(The writer is with The
Hinetie businesstine)




" Google unveils Al
innovations to make
agri practices more
data-driven, efficient

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Google on Thursday un-
veiled new open-source Al
innovations and initiatives
aimed at strengthening In-
dia’s agriculture sector and
making Al models more
sensitive to India’s linguis-
tic and cultural diversity.

The company unveiled
the Agricultural Monitor-
ing and Event Detection
(AMED) API that provides
information on crops and
field activity across India,
empowering the ecosys-
tem to build targeted solu-
tions that support agricul-
tural productivity and
resilience.

Researchers at Google
DeepMind have also col-
laborated with IIT-Kharag-
pur to build localised data-
sets on India’s rich cultural
tapestry as part of Google’s
Amplify Initiative.

Foundational research
“At Google, along with
charting new frontiers in
foundational Al, which
forms the backbone of ma-
ny of our launches in the
Gemini era, we have conti-
nued advancing funda-
mental research that ad-
dresses some of the most
pressing challenges facing
humanity,” Dr. Manish
Gupta, Senior Director for
India and APAC at Google
DeepMind said at a round-
table in Ananta, Google’s
office in Bengaluru.
According to Alok Tale-
kar, lead, agriculture and
sustainability  research
Google DeepMind, with Al
research and especially
with AMED building on the
foundation of Agricultural
Landscape Understanding,
Google was working on ac-

CM

DeepMind},

Google DeepMind researchers
have tied up with IT-Kharagpur
to build localised datasets.

celerating crucial shifts,
transforming broad in-
sights to granular, real-time
data, so that increasingly
impactful solutions not on-
ly translate into benefit for
India’s farmers, but also
bolster the nation against
rising climate risks.

Madhurima Maji, lead
program manager, Amplify
Initiative for India at Goo-
gle said, Al models could
be even more helpful with
a deeper understanding of
the vastness and complexi-
ty of the lived human expe-
rience. “Through the Am-
plify Initiative, we are
meticulously building the
rich, hyperlocal context
and cultural understand-
ing that transforms raw in-
formation into profound
knowledge. So that any
and every Large Language
Model can be fundamen-
tally helpful and genuinely
relevant to diverse reali-
ties,” he added.

Dr. Mainack Mandal, As-
sistant Professor, IIT Kha-
ragpur said, “We’ve been
inspired by the results this
initiative has achieved in
Sub-Saharan Africa, and
look forward to ensuring
the groundwork we lay
here translates into AI that
is more responsive to In-
dia’s incredible plurality.”

B Y



1. Launch of AMED (Agricultural Monitoring and Event Detection) API

» QOffers real-time insights into crops and field activity across India.
» Helps create targeted, Al-driven agricultural solutions for better productivity and resilience.

» Supports granular, data-driven policy & farming decisions.

2. Collaboration with lIT-Kharagpur

» Focus: Build localized datasets based on India’s linguistic and cultural diversity.
» Part of Google's Amplify Initiative.

e Leverages India’s rich cultural context to improve Large Language Models (LLMs).

3. Goals & Benefits

» Address foundational issues in agriculture via Al innovations.
« Empower Indian farmers with timely and context-aware solutions.

» Support India in adapting to climate change through better agricultural practices.



& Foundational Al Research

» Google's DeepMind division continues foundational Al research in India (especially in the Gemini

era).

» Focuses on landscape understanding, contextual comprehension, and hyperlocal Al for India.

Dr. Manish Gupta (Google): “We are building the cultural and linguistic context into Al to ensure it is
useful for India’s realities.”

© Global Context

* The success of similar models in Sub-Saharan Africa inspired this India-focused initiative.



Q. With reference to Google's recent Al initiatives in Indian agriculture, consider the following statements:

1. The Agricultural Monitoring and Event Detection (AMED) API launched by Google offers real-time

insights into crop yield prediction.

2. Google DeepMind has partnered with lIT-Kharagpur to build localized datasets based on India's

cultural and linguistic diversity.

3. The AMED initiative is part of Google's Amplify Initiative aimed at making Al more contextually

relevant to India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Arsenal signs midfielder
from Brentford

Arsenal m;

Mikel Arreta said Christian

manager
MNorgazrd will bring “a wealth of experience™
afier signing for the Gunners from Brentiord on
Thursday. The 31-year-old Danish midfelder has
Jotned for a reported inital £10 million fee phus 2

further £2 million in add-

according 1o The

Athletic. Notgaard scored 15 times in 195

pearances for the Bees

and was crucial to

appe:
establishing Brentford as a Premier League chub

over the past seasons.

Suraj bz GO

Asian U-20 wrestling

1d in

Suraj (60kg) won a gold medal, while Prince
abronze aplecs

Aslan

irions ar
20 wrestling dhampionships i Dishkek,
KyTEyestan, on Thursday. Suraj, a former World
unader-| ﬂgu]dmeda.ll:lﬂin S5kg, rallied to beat

local favourite Erbal
the final to claim the

Roman
rwo bron,

Ozgomov 33 via criteria in
- Indian Greeo
wrestlers collected a gold, tweo sibver and
ze meda

Steroids found in
Reetika's sample

After a few days of uncertainty, it has been learnt

that Paris Olyrm,

r Reetika Hooda, wio

pian wrestle:
was provisionally suspended for failing a dope

test, returned a positive resubt for stesoid:
Reetika's suspension hit the

5. Even

samiple was collected during the selection trials
rch 1S,

i Delhi on Mas

violated at Switzerland's Supreme Court.

she had

where
the CAS in

appe.
favor of World Athbetics. nerc:sesnnuldmgo
back to the Swiss federal court in Lausanne.

No one to blame' for serious

injur

Musial

Bayern Munich star Jamal Musiala said “there's

Instagram o
p-eople e their sUPPOrT After e Factured his
bula (bone in the lower legh during Bayern's loss
Saturday.

0 PSG in the quarterfinals on

e

-

Correa leaves Atletico after

10 yvears to join Tigres

Arletico Madrid after 10

Correa ks leay

Both elubs an noed on they had
agreed a deal for the right
30-year-old argentine scored se guala with 65
5ts in 469 man Atletico, where he
hglpedﬂ)e ream win the Spanish leaguie tile in
the 2020-21 se.
cm g

PSG makes Real Madrid eat humble
pie on way to Club World Cup final

Ruix at the fore with a brace as the

Rouiz fires in PSG's apener past.a scrambling Real defence, ssutess

isians run riot; the Buropean champion now eyes another title with Chelsea standing

FOOTEALL
Apence France-
EAST RUTHERFORD
ablan Ruiz scored
twice as European
cham Paris
-Germain mrned on
the style in #s reunion with
Byl ppe on Wednes-

fnal sl h
Chelsea.

Ruiz d mane
Dembele  scored  inside

nine minutes to stun Real
and silence the majority of
the 77,542 crowd who were
wearing white at the Met-

Luis Enrique’s side moved

Champicns

history in
Afer b

nilan 5-0, the Biggesr

PSGS fuidity contrasted
starkly with Madrid, wi
is a work in progress prres
new coach Nabi Alonso.
sbappe  struggled to
make any impact on his
firse stari at the tourma-
ment and in his first game

its way

againse PSG_since leaving

‘the French club last year.

The defeat is a blow to
Real as it hoped to win the
first 3z-team Club world
‘Cup o add to its record tal-
Iy of 15 Eu

Tamil Nadu holds Maharashtra;
Karnataka defeats CBDT

HOCKEY

CHENNAL

Defence held the center-

the net in the sscond quar.

secred th

< a b jer
Tarmil Madu against Maharahstra. & RACU

climax, Rahul's
< flick off 2

ing for a

Direct Taxes (CBDT) 21 in
Pool B

nnﬂ- the matches were
engmging with faar break.
hroughs, the defence
AR in mriston it 1
the final third, the for-
wards kept suriking a dis-

fence that

Maharashira  opened
the account the
o Rohan Patil convert-
ed when

Iy
his serike hit the middle of

Tamil
Sy struck bacl: thees ough
star forward B_P. Soman-

Little to 5

The
Fook-As HUTH 1 [B.F. Somanna
a3) cirea wath her 1

India to host
shooting World Cup
and junior World
Championship

MEW DELHI

India has been given a

Ticating ok feastiome Inter:
national event every

l=a P 1o it is & ethen.
dous oppom.lnu.y for our
shoote boosts the

The first ever Shooting
League of [ndia, fearuring
the best of shooters from

in Defhi in Ncwember this

year.
“With the Los Angeles
Olympics as our targer,

are commitied to making
India a global hub for
shooting,” sald the presi-
dent of NRAlL  Kalikesh

D,
“Inedia is now a key stop

Estry,
the spcms panhoricy of 1n-
dia and all our stakehol-
ders far their unwavering
support,” said the secre
tary general of NRAL Sul-
tan Singh

Malaysian coach Saiful wants
to give maximum exposure
to his junior team

the MCC
pa Gold cup, - whlc'h

‘commenced

Thursday, and e pin o

to the knock-out stages of
the MOC-Murugappa tour-
nament, and § will be de-
lighted if we maintain the
1nth place fini

yaslﬂld

SaBul B IDTHI SAMALINGAN

ee

We need time to baild
the team and recuire
IMore exposune ours
“Before coming here,
we had three lnnnlhs or
strong preparation,
ing against a top g
<lub in Lizoning (China),
coached by South Korea's
top coach Kim Sangryul,
at Dalian

10 18 ar Johor Barw). And
n may be train again in
China,” said the three-time

O]yn:\plan
senkor

Playing against
players in the MOC-Muru-

the Netherlands, England
and Austria in the FIH ju-
nior men's Wo

“England and the Dutch
are very strong teams. And
some of the number two

players to play modern
Focioey Thar's my philoso:
phy” he said.

Having other

nior mems Warla Cup), €
can't do wonders.

my boys to play th
hesatd.

want
e st

Talia beats Sahaja
in pre—quarterﬁnais

TENNIS

pores Bureau

Third geed Talia Gibson of
Australia be

pre-quarterfinals of the

(USA] Bt Brandon Holt & Zachany
Svaide U &3 62
€133 250 Challenges,

Erau Germany:
Bowbles: Quarterfinal
T, i & e Semvmre o
bt Srirarm Balaji & Rithvik
Eollip sl 6-715], T-6{Sh, (1651
B re-rarterfanale: Balaj &
Fatheaik bt Karel Oroewecki (Pel]
& Ray Ho (Tpel 63,62
£54,000 Challenges,
Mattimpham: Doubdes:
Fre-spuarterfinaie: Mattso
Miartineas £ frth ond
[Fral Bt Aokt iy o o rek]
Sharan 63,63

$75 000 ITF, Hillereat, Sewih
Adrica:

Pre-guarterfinals: Digv ay
Pratag Singh bt Huge Pierne (£ral
560

530,300 ITF, Hillc
Pre-quarterfinatas Stephan
wimscher {ed) bt Sohs Sada 61,
B3

530,304 ITF, Den Benite,

¢ - Queartectinets:
Esther Adeshina & dictaria Allers
IGER bt Fata Redonds [Espl &
Madhurima Sawant 6.3, 6.2
$15,800 ITE, Huamantia,
Maxicn: First rourd: Ssbastani
Lo {Mux] B2 Saumys Wt 6-L,
Bz
Dousles: Pre-quarterfimals:
Amanda Elkin & Ximena Senties
e b Guals Arsegtio (AFE) & Divw
Bhata &3, 3.5, [19.3)

el Wikaul |LISA) & Emity
Sarts-Lunde (Her] b4 Aashiyana
Pakiath & Anarya Hooli (e 6.1,
6z
sessica Gomez & Maris Navarrs
e bE Lucia aksl {ES9) &
5

Camife Allsgre (LSA) 7-5,
Boulilus: Pre-quartesfinals:
Camilie Wis & Kaede U [LUSA) b
Jane Du LisA) & Krisha
Mahendran 2.6, 63, |10-4]

Bhakat e e

‘best Indians in individual
rounds.

The resukts: Recurve:

‘QuARTyirE Found:

Kaen: 6. Dhirsy (136, 674), fahul

[z4tn, 8551, Ny n

1ESURL 6641, Tarunduep Ris [In,

Anki

Women: cepika,
el ot = by et ol ok
o Franes 3.5 (zecend mew

Another big
victory for
India-A men’s
hockey team

EINDHOVEN

The India-A men's hockey

PReritic o1 nm,« in the
tour opene
Uit Stogh opemed the
captain

gland, Belgium  and
Netherlands wo




India to host
shooting World Cup
and junior World
Championship

Sports Bureau
NEW DELHI

India has been given a
World Cup to host in 2027
and the World Junior
Championship in 2028, by
the International Shooting
Sport Federation (ISSF), as
announced by the National
Rifle Association of India
(NRAI) on Thursday.

India is set to host the
Junior World Cup in Sep-
tember this year. It will al-
so host the Asian rifle and
pistol championship in Fe-
bruary next year.

The first ever Shooting
League of India, featuring
the best of shooters from
around the world, compet-
ing in a novel format, is al-
so scheduled to be hosted
in Delhi in November this
year.
“With the Los Angeles
Olympics as our target,

hosting at least one inter-
national event every year
leading up to it is a tremen-
dous opportunity for our
shooters. It boosts the
preparation of the senior
athletes and gives juniors
invaluable exposure to the
atmosphere of elite com-
petition at home.

“The launch of Shooting
League adds an exciting di-
mension to our sport. We
are committed to making
India a global hub for
shooting,” said the presi-
dent of NRAI, Kalikesh
Singh Deo.

“India is now a key stop
on the global shooting ca-
lendar. I thank the Govern-
ment, the Sports Ministry,
the Sports Authority of In-
dia and all our stakehol-
ders for their unwavering
support,” said the secre-
tary general of NRAI, Sul-
tan Singh.



US crude supplies to India surge 50% in H1, Brazilian inflows jump 80%

o Indian refiners’
preference for
non-OPEC crude
growing: S&P

ARUNIMA BHARADWA)J
New Delhi, July 10

INDIA'S CRUDE OIL inflows
from the US surged more than
50% and from Brazil 80% in
thefirsthalfof 2025 compared
to the same period last year,
according to data from S&P
Global Commodity Insights.
Thetrend signalsa growing
affinity of Indian refiners for
non-OPEC (Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries) crudeas the countrylooks
towiden its source of supplies.
S&P noted that while slug-
gish purchases by China amid
highertariffs have opened upa
window for India to ship in
more US crude and work
towards bridging the trade

deficit with Washington, mul-
tiple recent diplomatic visits
by petroleum minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri and other gov-
ernment officials to Brazil to
strengthen energy ties have
started to yield results.“Crude
supplies from the US have
beenrising but have been lim-
ited to a few refiners in India.
This allows room for other
refiners to grow US imports
further during the year,” said
Abhishek Ranjan, South Asia
oil research lead at S&P Global
Commodity Insights.
Accordingtodata from S&P
Global Commodities at Sea,
India imported 271,000 bar-
rels per day of crude oil from
the USinthefirsthalfof 2025,
uparound 51% from 180,000
b/d imported in the same
periodin 2024.Indian refiners
have been used to relatively
large volumes of US crude in
the past, but volumes had
slowed down over the past
two-to-threeyearswhen India
turned to Russia after the lat-

WIDENING CRUDE SOURCES

India’s top 10 crude oil suppliers in H12025
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ter started providing heavy
discounts on its crude.

India’s appetite for US crude
isagainshowingsignsofrevival
amid renewed diplomacy with
the new US government. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to the US in mid-February and

the pledge by the two countries
toboostenergytieswould mean
increased US crude flows to
Indiainthewhole of 2025,both
onspotand term-contractbasis,
S&Psaid. Even the tariffscenario
hasimplicationsforcrude flows.
The US announced reciprocal

epaper.tinanciatexpress.con'. .

tariffs on India and a host of
other nations on April 2 and
then paused the increase for 90
days from April 10 to negotiate
trade dealswith these countries.

Furthermore,crudeinflows
from Brazil posted the
sharpest growth in the six-

month period, rising about
80% year-on-year to 73,000
b/d from nearly 41,000 b/d,
the S&P data showed. Puri vis-
ited Brazil late last year to dis-
cuss how India could expand
crude oil purchases from
Brazil,aswell as look for oppor-

New Delhi

tunities to collaborate on off-
shore deep and ultra-deepwa-
terexploration and production
projects. Modi visited Brazil
this week amid deepening
energy ties. While the crude
inflows from the US and Brazil
have been increasing, Russia
still remains the top supplier of
crude oil to India.

Russia retained the posi-
tion as India's top crude sup-
plier in the January-June
periodwith shipmentsof1.67
million b/d, up marginally
from 1.66 million b/d in the
same period last week, the S&P
data showed. “With a modest
level of Russian importsin the
early months of 2025, vol-
umes are rising again, sup-
ported by lower crude prices
that enable higher volumes to
be procured below the price
cap.Asthe global oversupplyis
expected to continue putting
pressure on prices, we expect
Russian flows to remain at
current levels,if not increase,”
Ranjan said. Spot FOB (free on

board) Primorsk Urals crude
rose above the G7-led
$60/barrel price cap on Russ-
ian oil for much of the Israel-
Iran conflict, exceeding the
cap on June 13 and staying
above it until June 24. Platts
assessed Urals FOB Primorsk
at$56.32/bblonJuly 1.

While crude inflows into
India from Iraq and Saudi Ara-
bia declined by modest levels
of 4% and 2%, respectively,
volumes from Angola declined
by a sharp 229 year-on-year
in the January-June period.
Inflows from Nigeria rose
26%toaround 158,000b/din
the six-month period. “How-
ever, gradually rising crude
throughput in Dangote refin-
ery will mean that those
Nigerian crudes will not be
able to support crude demand
growth from India. There
might be a few months of
higher crudeimports,but they
should decline on an annual
basis in terms of imports to
India,” Ranjan said.




1. Surge in Non-OPEC Crude Imports

* India's crude imports from:
e US rose by 51% in H1 2025 (271,000 b/d vs. 180,000 b/d in H1 2024)
» Brazil surged by 80% (73,000 b/d vs. 41,000 b/d)

e Indicates India's growing preference for non-OPEC suppliers.

2. Top Suppliers to India (H1 2025)

Rank Country Volume (b/d)

1 Russia 1.67 million

2 Iraq Declined by 4%
3 Saudi Arabia Declined by 2%
4 UAE —

5 USA +51% growth

6-10 Nigeria, Angola, Kuwait, Brazil, Colombia Mixed trends



3. Diplomatic Push & Trade Dynamics

« PM Modi visited Brazil and the US to strengthen energy ties.
» US paused tariff hikes on India for 90 days to negotiate new trade deals.

e Tariff relief + oversupply in global oil markets = increased US shipments to India.

4. Geopolitical & Market Factors

* Russia remains top supplier due to price caps & discounts post-Ukraine war.
e Brazilian inflows increased sharply after diplomatic engagement.
* Crude flows from Nigeria, Angola declined significantly due to:

» Refinery shifts (e.g., Dangote Refinery in Nigeria)

» Declining competitiveness.



Q. With reference to India's crude oil imports in the first half of 2025, consider the following statements:
1. India’s crude oil imports from the United States rose by over 50% compared to H1 2024.
2. Brazil became India's top crude supplier due to the sharpest year-on-year growth.
3. Russia retained its position as the top supplier of crude oil to India.
4. India's crude oil imports from Angola and Nigeria increased due to refinery expansion in those
countries.
Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 3 only

B.1, 2 and 3 only
C. 2, 3and 4 only
D. 1, 3and 4 only



Extended Range Anti-Submarine Rocket
(ERASR)



*India conducted successful user trials of the Extended Range Anti-Submarine Rocket (ERASR) from
INS Kavaratti, demonstrating its enhanced underwater strike capabilities



*What is ERASR?

* The Extended Range Anti-Submarine Rocket (ERASR) is a state-of-the-art

underwater weapon system developed indigenously by DRDO to target hostile
submarines.

* It can be launched from Indian naval warships equipped with Indigenous Rocket
Launchers (IRLs).

*Developed by: Developed by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).

*Objective: To equip Indian naval forces with long-range, high-precision capability to
neutralize underwater threats using indigenous technology and reduce reliance on
foreign defence imports.




*Key Features of ERASR:

* Twin Rocket Motor System: Allows engagement of both short- and long-range
underwater targets effectively.

* Electronic Time Fuze: Designed entirely in India, ensuring precise timed detonation
upon nearing submarine threats.

* High Operational Accuracy: Proven consistency in performance under real maritime
warfare conditions.

* Warhead Reliability: Warheads detonated successfully in all trial scenarios, confirming
battlefield readiness.

* Compatible Launch Platforms: Can be fired from frontline warships using Indian-made
rocket launchers.




Catastrophe Bonds (Cat Bonds)



*India’s growing vulnerability to climate
disasters has reignited policy interest in
catastrophe bonds (cat bonds) as a
financial instrument for disaster-risk
financing.




*\What are Cat Bonds?

*Catastrophe bonds (cat bonds) are
insurance-linked securities that convert
disaster risk into tradable financial
products. They transfer the financial risk
of natural disasters—like earthquakes,
cyclones, and floods—from governments
or insurers to global capital markets.




*How Do Cat Bonds Work?

* Sponsorship: A government or insurance entity (the sponsor) issues the bond and
pays a premium.

* |ssuance: Intermediaries like the World Bank or ADB issue the bond to investors
to reduce counterparty risk.

* Trigger Event: If a predefined disaster occurs (e.g., a 7.0 magnitude earthquake),

investors lose part or all of the principal, which goes to the sponsor for relief and
recovery.

* No Disaster: If no disaster occurs, investors receive regular high-yield interest
(coupon payments), and the principal is repaid at maturity.




*Key Features of Cat Bonds:

* High-Yield Returns: Investors earn higher interest rates due to
the risk of principal loss.

* Parametric Triggers: Pay-outs are linked to measurable event
thresholds (e.g., wind speed, Richter scale magnitude).

* Independence from Market Risk: Natural hazards are
uncorrelated with stock market fluctuations, offering true
portfolio diversification.

* Fast Disbursal: Enables quick financial assistance post-disaster,
reducing reliance on slow government processes.




Word of the day

Peregrinate:
travel around, through, or over, especially on
foot

Synonyms: walk, roam, wander

Usa ge: After retiring, he decided to
peregrinate across India.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/

peregrinatepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /peragrinert/

.



Join RASonly Jaipur — Ace
RAS 2025!

Looking for the best RAS offline coaching in Jaipur? Our
expert faculty, daily tests, and personalized guidance will
get you exam-ready!

S LIMITED,
_ )

@ 28-30, JDA Market, Shri Hans
Marg, Gopalpura Bypass Rd

Q, 9057143412

5
Y @ RASonl
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Request a Free Consultation
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Thank you
guys.
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