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• What is Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)?

• ICH includes living traditions, not monuments or archaeological sites.
UNESCO categorises ICH into five domains:

• Oral traditions

• Performing arts

• Social practices, rituals, festivals

• Knowledge related to nature & universe

• Traditional craftsmanship

• These are practices transmitted across generations, strengthening identity, diversity, and 
community cohesion.



• How Does an Element Qualify for UNESCO ICH?

• To enter the UNESCO list, a cultural practice must 
be:

• Inclusive

• Representative

• Community-based

• Strongly rooted in collective identity

• Examples given in the article:

• “Artisanal know-how and culture of baguette 
bread” added earlier by France.

• UNESCO also prioritises:

• Customs under threat

• Traditions linked to community survival and 
cohesion



• Deepavali (Diwali) – India’s festival of lights.

• On 11 December 2024, UNESCO added it to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity.

• Announced during the 20th session of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee.

•

• 2. Event Details

• Inscription ceremony held at Red Fort, New Delhi.

• Attended by:

• Union Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

• Delegates from 194 member states

• UNESCO global experts.

•



• Why UNESCO Added Deepavali

• UNESCO acknowledged Deepavali as:

• A living heritage that:

• Strengthens social bonds

• Supports traditional artisans & crafts

• Reinforces values of generosity and well-being

• Contributes to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):

• SDG 11 – Sustainable Cities & Communities

• SDG 12 – Responsible Consumption

• SDG 8 – Decent Work (traditional craft economy)





• India now has 18 elements in UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List, including:

• Yoga

• Kumbh Mela

• Vedic chanting

• Chhau dance

• Ramman

• Ramlila

• Nawrouz festival

• Durga Puja (2021)

• UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Convention was adopted in 2003.

• India ratified the convention in 2005.

• The Representative List aims to promote visibility and awareness of intangible heritage.















Why Sudan 
Matters 

• Red Sea maritime routes

• Sahel conflict zone

• Middle East political influence (UAE–Saudi–Egypt triangulation)

Sits at the 
crossroads of:

• Regional spillover into Chad, Ethiopia, South Sudan

• Renewed refugee flows to Europe

• Human smuggling corridors expanding
Risk of:



• Sudan split in 2011 → South Sudan became independent.

• RSF evolved from Janjaweed militias, infamous from the Darfur genocide (2003).

• Sudan is on the UN’s Least Developed Countries (LDC) list.

• The conflict has disrupted:

• WFP operations,

• UNHCR refugee corridors,

• AU–IGAD mediated peace process.

• IMF estimates Sudan’s inflation repeatedly exceeded 250% post-2020.

• The war risks turning Sudan into a failed state akin to Yemen/Libya.













Group Avg Income (PPP €) Share of Income Avg Wealth (PPP €) Share of Wealth

Full Population 6,224 100% 28,141 100%

Bottom 50% 940 15% 1,801 6.4%

Middle 40% 4,247 27.3% 20,120 28.6%

Top 10% 35,901 57.7% 182,913 65%

Top 1% 140,649 22.6% 1,128,435 40.1%

















Feature Before 2023 Act (Old System) After 2023 Act (New Law – 2023)

Legal Basis
No dedicated law; appointments made under Article 324 + 
govt practice + Transaction of Business Rules

Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election 
Commissioners Act, 2023

Authority Making 
Appointment

President appoints CEC & ECs based on recommendation of 
the Prime Minister (executive discretion)

President appoints based on recommendation of a Selection 
Committee

Selection Committee 
Composition

No statutory selection committee; effectively the PM-led 
executive decided appointments

3-member Selection Committee: 1. Prime Minister 
(Chairperson) 2. Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM)
3. Leader of Opposition (Lok Sabha) (or leader of largest 
Opposition party)

Role of Chief Justice 
of India

CJI had no role traditionally SC in Anoop Baranwal (2023) 
directed interim inclusion of CJI until Parliament enacts a 
law

CJI removed → NOT part of the selection committee

Tenure
Traditionally up to 6 years or till age 65, whichever earlier 
(under prior service rules)

Fixed tenure of 6 years or till age 65, whichever earlier (same 
as before)

Service Conditions CEC/ECs had status equal to a Supreme Court Judge Status downgraded → Equivalent to Cabinet Secretary



Removal of CEC
Same as Supreme Court Judge — by 
Parliamentary impeachment

No change — same constitutional protection

Removal of ECs Can be removed only on recommendation of CEC No change

Immunity from 
Legal Proceedings

No explicit statutory immunity
Clause 16 grants full immunity: No civil/criminal 
proceedings for anything done in discharge of 
official duty (even after leaving office)

Search 
Committee 
(Shortlisting)

No formal panel; Govt internally chose 
candidates

New Search Committee headed by Cabinet 
Secretary – Prepares a list of 5 names for Selection 
Committee

Transparency 
Mandate

No public shortlisting mechanism
Act does not mandate transparency in criteria or 
evaluation

Objective 
Mentioned

Not explicitly stated (implicit independence 
under Art. 324)

"Ensure transparency and independence" (but critics 
argue the opposite)

Criticism Executive dominance; lack of formal process

– Removal of CJI reduces independence – Status 
downgraded from SC Judge → Cabinet Secretary –
Immunity clause controversial – Executive majority 
(2:1) in selection committee



India’s First Hydrogen-
Powered Train Introduced







•Hydrogen trains run on Fuel Cell Electric 
Multiple Unit (FCEMU) technology.
•Fuel cells convert hydrogen + oxygen → 
electricity + water.
•Indian Railways diesel consumption = 3 billion 
litres/year → hydrogen trains can drastically 
reduce this.
•India aims to become a global leader under 
National Green Hydrogen Mission (launched 
2023).
•Hydrogen has 3× higher energy density than 
diesel on weight basis.





What is Blue Notice: Issued Against Luthra 
Brothers in Goa Fire Case





Notice Colour Purpose

Red Notice 🔴
Request to locate & provisionally 
arrest fugitive for extradition.

Blue Notice 🔵

Collect additional information about 
a person’s identity, activities, or 
location.

Yellow Notice 🟡
Locate missing persons, often 
minors.

Green Notice 🟢
Warn about persons likely to 
commit offences again.

Black Notice ⚫ Identify unknown dead bodies.

Orange Notice 🟠
Warn about imminent threats 
(weapons, terror tools).

Purple Notice 🟣
Modus operandi, concealment 
methods of criminals.

INTERPOL-UNSC Special Notice ⚫ 🔵
For individuals/entities sanctioned 
by the UN Security Council.



Interpol = International 
Criminal Police 

Organization, HQ: Lyon, 
France.

India is a founding 
member of Interpol since 

1949.

Interpol operates through 
NCB (National Central 
Bureau) in each country.

• In India, NCB = CBI (Central 
Bureau of Investigation).

Blue Notices are used 
before issuing a Red 

Notice if info is 
incomplete.

They help in non-
extraditable cases as 

well, like missing persons.







India to Host Global Summit on Traditional 
Medicine







• WHO recognises traditional, complementary and integrative medicine under its 
Strategy 2025–2034.

• India’s AYUSH Ministry oversees Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-
Rigpa & Homoeopathy.

• Bharat Mandapam was the venue for G20 Summit 2023.

• The first WHO Traditional Medicine Summit was held in Jamnagar, India (2023).

• Global market size of traditional medicine = $260+ billion, expected to double by 2030.



UAE Passport Rises in 2025 Global 
Strength Rankings







• Passport strength reflects:

• Diplomatic relationships

• Global trust level in a country’s citizens

• Economic stability

• Soft power

• Visa reciprocity policies

• Countries with strong passports typically have:

• High GDP per capita

• Low security risk

• Strong global engagement



Human Rights Day





Topic

Human Rights Day Observed every 10th December globally.

Why 10th Dec?
Marks adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948 by the UN General 
Assembly.

Purpose
Reaffirms global commitment to dignity, equality & 
freedom.

Formal Establishment
First officially celebrated in 1950 through UNGA 
Resolution.

2025 Theme
“Everyday Essentials” (focus on access to essential 
services as a human right).



Aspect Details

Adopted 10 Dec 1948 by UN General Assembly.

Nature
Not legally binding; a moral + political
global framework.

Significance
Basis for international covenants: • 
ICCPR (1966) • ICESCR (1966)

Core Principles
Universality, equality, non-
discrimination, dignity.



Component Details

Constitutional Basis
FRs (Part III) + DPSPs (Part IV). Many rights align 
with UDHR.

Key Law Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.

Definitions (1993 Act)

Human Rights = rights relating to life, liberty, 
equality & dignity guaranteed by the 
Constitution or embodied in International 
Covenants and enforceable by Indian courts.

Institutions Created
• NHRC (national) • SHRCs (state) • Human 
Rights Courts (district level).



Category Key Facts

Type
Statutory body (created by Protection of Human Rights 
Act, 1993).

Established 1993.

Guiding Framework
Set up in accordance with Paris Principles (1991) for 
national human rights institutions.

Role Guardian of human rights in India.

Powers & Functions

• Suo motu inquiries • Investigations into violations by 
public officials • Visit jails • Review constitutional/legal 
safeguards • Recommend policy changes • Promote 
human rights awareness

Limitations
• Recommendations not binding • No jurisdiction over 
armed forces (only can seek report from Govt.)

Performance Stats
Registered over 23.8 lakh complaints since inception; 
recommended relief over ₹264 crore.



Topic Details

International Covenants referred in 

Indian law

ICCPR, ICESCR (part of International Bill 

of Rights).

Human Rights Courts
States may designate Sessions Courts

as Human Rights Courts.

NHRC Composition

Chairperson = Former CJI or SC judge; 

includes members with judicial + human 

rights experience.

Appointment

By the President on recommendation of a 

6-member committee including PM, HM, 

LoP (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha), Speaker 

LS, Dy Chairman RS.

Tenure
3 years or until age 70 (as amended in 

2019).



Benin





• Benin witnessed a failed military coup attempt by a group of soldiers (Military 
Committee for Refoundation (CMR)) who briefly claimed to remove President Patrice Talon 
from office.

• The coup attempt comes amid a wave of military takeovers in West Africa, including 
Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, and Guinea-Bissau, heightening regional instability

• Benin and its Borders: Benin is situated in West Africa, it shares borders with Togo 
(west), Nigeria (east), Burkina Faso (northwest), and Niger (north).

•



• Benin has a coastline along the Bight of Benin, part of the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean.

• Rivers: The Niger River forms part of Benin’s northern boundary.

• Mountains: Benin is dominated by the Atakora Mountains in the northwest, a continuation of the 
Togo Mountains.

• Political Structure: Benin is a Presidential Republic with a multi-party democratic system.



‘Your Money, Your Right’ Movement



• Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to participate in the ‘Your Money, Your 
Right’ movement.

• ‘Your Money, Your Right’ movement

• It is an initiative, launched in October 2025, was designed to ensure citizens can reclaim 
their rightful assets.

• It aimed at helping people recover unclaimed deposits, insurance proceeds, dividends 
and other financial assets.

• It offers individuals a chance to convert forgotten financial assets into usable funds.

•



• – Indian banks currently hold about ₹78,000 crore 
in unclaimed deposits. Insurance companies have 
nearly ₹14,000 crore lying unclaimed, mutual fund 
companies around ₹3,000 crore, and unclaimed 
dividends amount to roughly ₹9,000 crore.



Dedicated online portals have been 
created to enable easy tracking and 

claiming of funds:

• RBI UDGAM Portal for unclaimed 
bank deposits

• IRDAI Bima Bharosa Portal for 
unclaimed insurance proceeds

• SEBI MITRA Portal for unclaimed 
mutual fund amounts; and

• IEPFA Portal for unpaid dividends 
and unclaimed shares.

Facilitation camps have been held in 
477 districts across the country, with a 

focus on rural and remote areas



Yellow Line Defining New Gaza Border



• The Israeli military has described the “Yellow Line”, a temporary withdrawal line agreed 
during Phase-1 of the 2025 U.S.-brokered ceasefire, as a “new border”.

• About Yellow Line

• The Yellow Line is a temporary military demarcation line inside the Gaza Strip.

• Territory east of the line remains under direct Israeli operational control.

• Territory Controlled by Israel: More than half of Gaza (53–58%) remains under Israeli 
control. It includes most agricultural land and Rafah border crossing with Egypt.





Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA)



The Union Minister of Communications, chaired the meeting of the apex council under 
the Bharat 6G Mission and reviewed the progress of the Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA).

Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA)

It is a collaborative multi-stakeholder platform bringing together academic institutions, 
domestic industries, research and development entities.

It functions as the implementation arm of the Bharat 6G Vision, which India unveiled in 
March 2023 to position the nation as a global leader in 6G technology by 2030.​



• About 6G Technology

• 6G represents the next frontier of wireless communication technology, succeeding 5G as 
the sixth generation of mobile networks.

• 6G will deliver peak data rates of 1 terabit per second (1 Tbps), approximately 100 times 
faster than 5G, which offers 10 Gbps.

• 6G will achieve ultra-low latency of 0.1 milliseconds (compared to 5G’s 1 millisecond).
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