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Deepavali enters intangible heritage list

UNESCO says it strengthens social bonds, supports traditional crafts, reinforces values of

generosity; PM says people are thrilled at the honour; Minister calls it a moment of national pride

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

eepavali, India’s
festival of lights,
was on
Wednesday inscribed on
the UNESCO’s
Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity.

The inscription was
adopted in the presence of
Union Minister of Culture
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, senior
officials, and delegates
from 194 member states,
international experts, and
representatives of
UNESCO’s global network,
at an event held at the Red
Fort here.

The announcement
came during the 20th
session of the UNESCO’s
Intergovernmental
Committee.

UNESCO'’s inscription

Living heritage: Deepavali thrives through the contributions of
potters crafting traditional earthen lamps. viJay SONEJI

acknowledges Deepavali
as a living heritage that
strengthens social bonds,
supports traditional
craftsmanship, reinforces
values of generosity and
well-being, and
contributes meaningfully
to several Sustainable
Development Goals.
Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said
people in India and
around the world were
thrilled at the UNESCO
honour. “For us, Deepavali
is very closely linked to
our culture and ethos. It is
the soul of our civilisation.
The addition of Deepavali
to the UNESCO Intangible
Heritage List will

contribute to the festival’s
global popularity even
further,” he said in a post
on X.

Addressing the
international delegates at
the event, the Union
Minister said the
inscription marks a
moment of immense pride
for India and for
communities across the
world who keep alive the
timeless spirit of
Deepavali.

Highlighting the
people-centric nature of
the festival, he
emphasised that Deepavali
thrives through the
contributions of millions,
including potters crafting
traditional ‘diyas’ (earthen
lamps), artisans preparing
festive decor, farmers,
sweet-makers, priests, and
households that uphold
age-old customs.

(With PTI inputs)
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 What is Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)?

* ICH includes living traditions, not monuments or archaeological sites.
UNESCO categorises ICH into five domains:

e QOral traditions

Performing arts

Social practices, rituals, festivals
Knowledge related to nature & universe
Traditional craftsmanship

These are practices transmitted across generations, strengthening identity, diversity, and
community cohesion.



How Does an Element Qualify for UNESCO ICH?

* To enter the UNESCO list, a cultural practice must
be:

Inclusive

Representative

Community-based

Strongly rooted in collective identity
Examples given in the article:

“Artisanal know-how and culture of baguette

bread” added earlier by France.

UNESCO also prioritises:
Customs under threat

* Traditions linked to community survival and
cohesion



* Deepavali (Diwali) — India’s festival of lights.

* On 11 December 2024, UNESCO added it to the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity.

* Announced during the 20th session of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee.

2. Event Details
Inscription ceremony held at Red Fort, New Delhi.
Attended by:

e Union Culture Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

* Delegates from 194 member states
* UNESCO global experts.



* Why UNESCO Added Deepavali
 UNESCO acknowledged Deepavali as:
A living heritage that:
* Strengthens social bonds
e Supports traditional artisans & crafts
* Reinforces values of generosity and well-being
e Contributes to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
* SDG 11 - Sustainable Cities & Communities
* SDG 12 — Responsible Consumption
* SDG 8 — Decent Work (traditional craft economy)



4. Government Statements

Prime Minister's message

» Deepavali is “the soul of our civilisation”; closely linked to Indian ethos.
 Inscription is a matter of national pride.

« Will promote global recognition of Indian culture.

Culture Minister’s message

» Deepavali thrives through contributions of:
» Potters crafting diyas
« Artisans preparing décor
« Farmers, sweet-makers, priests
* Households preserving age-old customs
« Represents India’s people-centric cultural heritage.

5. Cultural Significance

» Festival symbolises:
« Victory of good over evil
« Community participation and harmony
« Transmission of inter-generational traditions

» Millions of small-scale artisans depend economically on Deepavali.



* India now has 18 elements in UNESCQO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List, including:
* Yoga
* Kumbh Mela
* Vedic chanting
* Chhau dance
* Ramman
* Ramlila
* Nawrouz festival
e Durga Puja (2021)
 UNESCOQO'’s Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) Convention was adopted in 2003.
* India ratified the convention in 2005.
* The Representative List aims to promote visibility and awareness of intangible heritage.



Q. Consider the following statements regarding UNESCO's Intangible Cultural Heritage List:

1. It aims to ensure better visibility and awareness of intangible cultural practices.
2. Deepavali is the latest Indian entry inscribed in 2024.

3. Only cultural items from UN member states can be inscribed.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Sudan civil war: Deepening humanitarian crisis
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Sudan, areas of control
At May 23rd 2024

M RSF SAF W Militias and rebel groups

;— Port Sudan A

Darfur
region

el-Fasher

Source: Thomas van Linge Sparsely populated areas



2. Territorial Division of Sudan
« SAF controls: Khartoum (parts), Port Sudan, east & central Sudan

* RSF controls: Most of Darfur + large parts of Kordofan
« Result = de facto partition of Sudan into rival administrative zones

3. Major Shift: Fall of El Fasher (North Darfur)

« El Fasher = last major SAF stronghold in Darfur

« After 18-month siege, fell to RSF in Oct 2025

e During siege:
« RSF used sand berms to encircle the city
« Civilians' movement blocked
e ACLED recorded ~400 incidents of violence (Apr 2023-0ct 2025)
* 1,400+ civilian deaths

4. Escalation in Kordofan Region
* RSF launched major offensive
« UN-confirmed drone strike in Kalogi (South Kordofan) killed dozens, including children
» 3 strikes hit:
« Kindergarten
« Hospital
« Civilians attempting rescue operations
» RSF consolidating control in oil-rich Kordofan



5. Humanitarian Crisis

Deaths & Displacement

« 50,000+ deaths (reported)
« 9.8 million displaced (as of Sept 2025) = world'’s fastest-growing displacement crisis

Food Insecurity

» Sorghum prices in Kadugli (S. Kordofan) increased 10x (Chart 4A)
« In El Fasher:
« 3.5 kg millet cost >$500 (Chart 4B)
« Sudan classified as entering famine-like conditions (Sept 2025):
» 1% population at highest food insecurity level
» Crisis-level food insecurity rose 13% - 31%
« People with minimal food security declined 47% - 24%

6. Economic Collapse
» GDP shrank 29% in 2023-24 — steepest drop in decades
« Pre-war economy was already weakened due to:
» Chronic inflation
» Political instability

 Reduced oil revenues



Why Sudan
Matters

SltS at the e Red Sea maritime routes

e Sahel conflict zone
Crossrod d S Of e Middle East political influence (UAE-Saudi—Egypt triangulation)

e Regional spillover into Chad, Ethiopia, South Sudan

RISk Of e Renewed refugee flows to Europe
e Human smuggling corridors expanding




Sudan split in 2011 - South Sudan became independent.
RSF evolved from Janjaweed miilitias, infamous from the Darfur genocide (2003).
Sudan is on the UN’s Least Developed Countries (LDC) list.
The conflict has disrupted:
* WFP operations,
* UNHCR refugee corridors,
 AU-IGAD mediated peace process.
IMF estimates Sudan’s inflation repeatedly exceeded 250% post-2020.
The war risks turning Sudan into a failed state akin to Yemen/Libya.



In dire straits

The data for the charts were sourced from the World Bank, the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification, OCHA,
ACLED and IOM UN Migration

Chart 2: The cumulative monthly death toll due to the violence
in Sudan since April 2023
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Chart 1: Sudan’s annual GDP growth from 1962 to 2024
(figures in %)
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Chart 4A: The monthly
price of Sorghum in South
Kordofan/Kadugli from

Chart 4B: The monthly price
of Millet in North Darfur/El
Fasher/Al Fashir from

Chart 3: The number of people internally displaced in
Sudan since April 2023 (figures in million)
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Chart 5: The acute food insecurity levels based on the severity
of food consumption gaps (figures in %)
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Q. With reference to the ongoing conflict in Sudan, consider the following statements:

1. The Rapid Support Forces (RSF) originated from militia groups active during the Darfur conflict.
2. El Fasher, which fell after an 18-month siege, was the last major SAF stronghold in North Darfur.

3. Sudan’s GDP grew by more than 10% during the first year of the civil war.

Which of the statements is/are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3




WORLD INEQUALITY REPORT 2026

Top10% carnersin Indiaget58% of
national income, bottom half15%

New Dclh:, Decemberi0

INCOME INEQUALITY iIn
Indin remains among the high-
est in the world, with top 10 per
cent of earners capturing 58 per
cent of national income, while
bottom SO per cent receive only
15 per cent, according to the: la-
test World Inequality Report
2026, edited by economists
Lucas Chancel, Ricardo
Gomez-Carrera, Rowalda
Moshrif, and Thomas Piketty.
Wealth Inequallty is even
greaterin India, with the richest
10 per cent holding around 65
pet cent of total wealth and the
top 1 per cent holding about 40
per cent, the report released by
the World Inequality Lab on
Wednesday said.

As per the earller World In-
equality Report 2022, the top 10
per cent in India held 57 per
cent of the total national in-
come while the bottom 50 per
cent’s share was 13 per cent in
2021

"Average annual income per
capita is around 6,200 ecuros
(PPP), and average wealth
stands at about 28,000 euros
(PPP). Female labour participa-
ton remalns very Jow at 157 per
cent, showing no improvement
over the past decade. Overall,
inequality In India remains
deeply entrenched across in-
come, wealth, and gender di-
mensions, highlighting persist-
ent structural divides within the
economy,” the report, prefaced
by economists Javati Ghosh
and Joseph Stiglitz, said.

Globally, wealth has reached
historic highs but remains very
unevenly distributed, with the
top 0,001 per cent, comprising
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Full pop. 6,224 100% 28,141 100%
aonmsox' a0 | 1% | 1em B4%
Mddedox | 4247 273% 20.120 86%
Top 10% 35,901 57% | 182913 65%
Top 1% 40649 | 226% | 1128435 401%

INTERSSETATION COUNTHY HAS A TRANSINATNCY INDEX OF &/20. AL VLUES ASE ESTIMATED A1 FER
CAPYTALAL POPLLATION) LEVFL SOURCES AND SERIES: WIRA2G WIWORL YMETHODEL OO

fewer than 60,000 multi-mil-
lionaires, owning three times
more wealth than the entire
bottom half of humanity. Their
share has grown steadily from
almost4 percent in 1995 toover
6 per cent today, and comes
against the backdrop of the ex-
plosion of global inequalities

and the weakening of multilat-
eralism, the report said.

The global top 10 per cent
owns three-quarters of all
wealth, while thebottom S0 per
cent holds just 2 percent, the re-
port said. “Zooming further in,
the concentration becomes
staggering. The top 1 per cent

alone, roughly the adult popu-
lation of the United Kingdom,
controls 37 per cent of global
wealth, This is more than 18
times the wealth of the entire
bottom half of the world popu-
lation, 2 group as large as the
combined adult populations of
China, India, the United States,
Indonesia, Nigeria, Brazil, and
Russia,” it said.

The top one-in-a-million,
collectively hold 3 per cent of
global wealth, more than the
botrom half of the world’s adult
population.

Thomas Piketty, co-director
of the World Inequality Lab,
sakl: "The World Inequality Re-
port 2026 comes 4t a challeng-
ing political time, but it is more
essential than ever. Only by
continuing the historic move-
ment toward equality will we be
able to address the social and
climate challenges of the
coming decades.”

Providing a geographic
breakdown of global income
groups in 1980 and 2025, the re-
portsaid in 1980, the global elite
was concentrated in North
America & Oceania, Europe,
Latin America also had some
presence neasthe top, but China
and India were almost entlrely
confined 1o the bottom half of
the distribution. “At that time,
China had virtually no presence
among the global elite, while
India, Asia in general, and Sub-
Saharan Africa were heavily
concentrated in the very lowest
percentiles.” it sald.

By 2025, China's position
has shifted upward with much
ofits population having moved
into the middie 40 percent, and
agrowing share having entered
the upper-middle segments of

the global distribution. India,
the report said, has lost relative
ground: in 1980, a larger part of
Its population was in the middie
40 percent, but today almost all
are in the bottom 50 per cent,
Sub-Saharan Africa has also re-
mained in the lower half of the
global distribution.

Ingender terms, the pay gap
persists across all regions, es-
pecially for unpaid labour, Ex-
cluding unpaid work, women
earn only 61 per cent of what
men earn per working hour;
and when unpaid labour is In-
chuded, this figure falls tojust 32
percent. “Globally, women cap-
ture just over a quarter of total
labour Income, ashare that has
barely shifted since 1990. When
analysed by regions, in the
Middle East & North Africa,
women's share (s only 16 per
cent; in South & Southeast Asia
it ks 20 per cent; in Sub-Saharan
Africa, 28 per cent; and in East
Asia_34 percent. Europe, North
America & Oceania, as well as
Russia & Central Asia, perform
better, but women still capture
only about 40 per cent of labour
Income,” it said.

The report also highlighted
the climate crisis stating that
the poorest half of the global
population accounts for only 3
percent of carbon emissions as-
soclated with private capital
ownership, while the top 10 per
cent account for 77 per cent of
emissions. The wealthiest 1 per
cent account for 41 per cent of
private capltal ownership
emissions, almost double the
amount of the entire bottom 90
per cent combined, the report
stated.

FULL REPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
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Group

Full Population
Bottom 50%
Middle 40%
Top 10%

Top 1%

Avg Income (PPP €)
6,224

940

4,247

35,901

140,649

Share of Income
100%

15%

27.3%

57.7%

22.6%

Avg Wealth (PPP €)
28,141

1,801

20,120

182,913

1,128,435

Share of Wealth
100%

6.4%

28.6%

65%

40.1%



Income Distribution

e Top 10% earners in India capture 58% of national income.
e Bottom 50% population receives 15% of national income.

e Income inequality in India is one of the highest in the world.

Wealth Distribution
o Wealth inequality even more severe:
e Top 1% hold 40% of total wealth.
e Top 10% hold 65% of total wealth.
e Bottom 50% hold just 6%.

2. Comparison with Earlier Years (Historical Trend)

e In 2022, top 10% held 57% of income = now 58%.
e |In 2022, bottom 50% held 13.9% - now 15% (slight increase).
e Inequality in India has been rising steadily since the 1980s, widening sharply post-1991 reforms.



3. Reasons for Inequality

Structural factors

e Unequal access to:
e Education
e Health
e Financial assets

e Secure employment

Labour market issues

e Female labour force participation ~25% - among the lowest globally.
e Wage gaps for women extremely high:

e Women earn 61% less per hour than men (unpaid + paid work combined).



Global Wealth Trends
e The top 1% globally owns ~37% of global wealth, which is more than:

o Wealth of bottom half of world’'s population combined.
e Wealth concentration rising across regions:

e High in North America, Russia, India, Brazil.

Geographic Shifts

o By 2025, the largest share of poor populations will be in:
e South Asia
e Sub-Saharan Africa

e China has reduced inequality but remains significantly unequal.

5. Gender Inequality Insights

e Global unpaid work:
e« Women carry V2 of labour income compared to men.
e Fewer women in high-income groups globally.

e India's gender income share stagnates at just 18% of total labour income earned by women.



6. Environmental Inequality

e The top 10% emit over 48% of global emissions.
e The bottom 50% account for only 12%.
e India:
e Richest 1% emit 18% of national emissions
e Bottom 50% emit just 7%

7. Calls for Policy Action

The report urges:

e Progressive taxation

e Wealth tax on ultra-rich

e Universal social security

e Improving public healthcare & education
e Labour protections and gender parity

e Climate justice + sustainable redistribution models



The World Inequality Report is released by the World Inequality Lab, coordinated by economists:
e Thomas Piketty
e Lucas Chancel
e Emmanuel Saez
e Gabriel Zucman
Data comes from:
e National accounts
e Wealth surveys
e Tax data
e Household consumption surveys
India’s wealth inequality is comparable to Brazil & South Africa.

India’s richest 1% now control more wealth share than in the colonial period (1930s data).



Q. Consider the following statements regarding the World Inequality Report 2026:

1. Itis published by the World Inequality Lab, an independent research organization.
2. InIndia, the top 10% earn more than half of the total national income.

3. The bottom 50% in India now own more wealth than the top 1%.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3
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Law providing immunity to CEC and ECs

IN LOK Sabha, Leader of Opposition
Rahul Gandhi Tuesday accused the
Election Commission (EC) of “collud-
ingwith those in power” and warned
officials of “retroactive” action.
“We will change the law retro-
spectively, and we will come
looking for you,” he said.

He was referring to the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners

Rahul Gandhiin Lok Sabha on Wednesday. pri

T
LAW

(Appointment, Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act, which was
enacted in December 2023.

This is what clause 16 states:
“Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other law for
the time beingin force, no

Courtshall entertain or continue any

civil or criminal proceedings against

any person whoisorwasaCECoran

EC for any act, thing or word,

committed, done or spoken by him

when, or in the course of acting or
purportingtoactinthe discharge of
his official duty or function.”

This effectively provides legal im-
munity for CEC and ECs for actions
taken while in office. But Rahul said
that, if voted to power, he would not
only amend this law but allow retro-
spective action to be taken against
current CECs and ECs.

“They (CEC and ECs) are under the
impression that this law will allow
them to get away but that is not the
case as we will change thelawand do it
retroactively,” he said. ENS




Feature Before 2023 Act (Old System) After 2023 Act (New Law — 2023)
Legal Basis No dedicated law; appointments made under Article 324 + | Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election
g govt practice + Transaction of Business Rules Commissioners Act, 2023
Authority Making President appoints CEC & ECs based on recommendation of | President appoints based on recommendation of a Selection

Appointment

the Prime Minister (executive discretion)

Committee

Selection Committee
Composition

No statutory selection committee; effectively the PM-led
executive decided appointments

3-member Selection Committee: 1. Prime Minister
(Chairperson) 2. Union Cabinet Minister (nominated by PM)
3. Leader of Opposition (Lok Sabha) (or leader of largest
Opposition party)

Role of Chief Justice
of India

CJI had no role traditionally SC in Anoop Baranwal (2023)
directed interim inclusion of CJI until Parliament enacts a
law

CJl removed - NOT part of the selection committee

Tenure

Traditionally up to 6 years or till age 65, whichever earlier
(under prior service rules)

Fixed tenure of 6 years or till age 65, whichever earlier (same
as before)

Service Conditions

CEC/ECs had status equal to a Supreme Court Judge

Status downgraded - Equivalent to Cabinet Secretary




Removal of CEC

Removal of ECs

Immunity from
Legal Proceedings

Search
Committee
(Shortlisting)

Transparency
Mandate

Objective
Mentioned

Criticism

Same as Supreme Court Judge — by
Parliamentary impeachment

Can be removed only on recommendation of CEC

No explicit statutory immunity

No formal panel; Govt internally chose
candidates

No public shortlisting mechanism

Not explicitly stated (implicit independence
under Art. 324)

Executive dominance; lack of formal process

No change — same constitutional protection

No change

Clause 16 grants full immunity: No civil/criminal
proceedings for anything done in discharge of
official duty (even after leaving office)

New Search Committee headed by Cabinet
Secretary — Prepares a list of 5 names for Selection
Committee

Act does not mandate transparency in criteria or
evaluation

"Ensure transparency and independence" (but critics
argue the opposite)

— Removal of CJI reduces independence — Status
downgraded from SC Judge - Cabinet Secretary —
Immunity clause controversial — Executive majority
(2:1) in selection committee




India’s First Hydrogen-
Powered Train Introduced



1. Overview: India’s First Hydrogen-Powered Train

e India introduced its first indigenous hydrogen-powered train in December 2025.
e Marks a major step toward clean mobility and reduction of carbon emissions in the railway sector.

e Entirely designed, engineered, and manufactured in India.

2. Indigenous Development

e Built as per specifications of RDSO (Research, Design & Standards Organisation).
e Represents Indian Railways' first full-scale attempt at:

» Hydrogen traction technology

e Prototype fuel cell-based propulsion

o System engineering built from scratch

This showcases Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliance) in advanced railway technologies.



3. Broad Gauge Configuration — World First

« India's train is the world's longest hydrogen-powered train on a Broad Gauge platform.
» Consists of 10 coaches:
¢ Includes Two Driving Power Cars (DPCs).
» Combined power output: 2,400 kW
« Each DPC: 1,200 kW
« One of the most powerful hydrogen trainsets globally.

4. Why Hydrogen? Key Advantages

a) Zero Emission

« Emits only water vapour as by-product.

» No particulate matter, sulfur oxides, or nitrogen oxides emissions.

b) Energy Efficiency

» Hydrogen fuel cells have higher efficiency than diesel locomotives.

c) Strategic importance
» Helps Indian Railways meet its target of:
* Net-zero emissions by 2030
e Reduction in diesel consumption

« Diversification of traction technologies



*Hydrogen trains run on Fuel Cell Electric
Multiple Unit (FCEMU) technology.

*Fuel cells convert hydrogen + oxygen -
electricity + water.

*Indian Railways diesel consumption = 3 billion
litres/year - hydrogen trains can drastically
reduce this.

*India aims to become a global leader under
National Green Hydrogen Mission (launched
2023).

*Hydrogen has 3x higher energy density than
diesel on weight basis.



Q. With reference to India’s first hydrogen-powered train (2025), consider the following
statements:

1. Itis the world's longest hydrogen-powered train operating on a Broad Gauge platform.
2. It has been designed and manufactured entirely in India as per RDSO specifications.

3. Hydrogen fuel cells used in the train emit carbon dioxide as a by-product.

Which of the above statements are correct?

A.1and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3



What is Blue Notice: Issued Against Luthra
Brothers in Goa Fire Case



2. What Is an Interpol Blue Notice?

A Blue Notice is one of Interpol’s international alerts used to collect additional information about:
e A person's identity
e Location
e Activities

e Criminal background

Key Points:

e |tis NOT an arrest warrant.
e Helps in creating a verified data trail of a suspect across borders.
e Used when the suspect’s whereabouts are unknown.

e Helps member countries exchange timely information.



Notice

Red Notice

Blue Notice

Yellow Notice

Green Notice
Black Notice

Orange Notice

Purple Notice

INTERPOL-UNSC Special Notice

Colour

Purpose

Request to locate & provisionally
arrest fugitive for extradition.

Collect additional information about
a person’s identity, activities, or
location.

Locate missing persons, often
minors.

Warn about persons likely to
commit offences again.

Identify unknown dead bodies.

Warn about imminent threats
(weapons, terror tools).

Modus operandi, concealment
methods of criminals.

For individuals/entities sanctioned
by the UN Security Council.



_ Interpol operates through
Interé)r?L\};gr:m?ct;onal India is a founding NCB (National Central
member of Interpol since Bureau) in each country.

Organization, HQ: Lyon, 1949. e In India, NCB = CBI (Central
France. Bureau of Investigation).

Blue Notices are used
before issuing a Red
Notice if info is
incomplete.

They help in non-
extraditable cases as
well, like missing persons.




GREEN NOTICE

WARNINGS AND INTELLIGENCE

RED NOTICE ORANGE NOTICE

WANTED PERSONS IMMINENT THREAT

YELLOW NOTICE #  PURPLE NOTICE

MISSING PERSONS NIRFOL  MODUS OPERANDI

’3 BLUE NOTICE SILVER NOTICE (Pilot Phase)

Ll ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IDENTIFICATION AND TRACING OF CRIMINAL ASSETS

BLUL
NOTICY

7y Wy INTERPOL-UN SECURITY
e BLALE HOYICT = @) CoUNCIL SPECIAL NOTICE

NSO UNIDENTIFIED BODIES REREMVS
7 ENTITIES AND INDIVIDUALS SUBJECT TO
UNSC SANCTIONS




Q. With reference to Interpol Blue Notices, consider the following statements:

1. A Blue Notice is used to collect additional information about a suspect whose identity or location is
unknown.

2. A Blue Notice authorises member countries to arrest the person immediately.

3. India’'s National Central Bureau for Interpol coordination functions under the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.1and 3 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1only
D.1,2and 3



India to Host Global Summit on Traditional
Medicine



e New Delhi will host the Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine from 17-19 December
2025 at Bharat Mandapam.

e Over 100 countries will participate.

e Highlights rising global interest in holistic, preventive, people-centred and culturally rooted

healthcare.

2. Objective of the Summit

Strengthen international cooperation on:

e Integrating traditional, complementary & indigenous medicine into national health systems
e Establishing evidence-based approaches
e Developing global regulatory frameworks

e Enhancing credibility & safe adoption of traditional medicine

This aligns with WHO's global mission to make traditional medicine scientifically validated and

accessible.



4.2025 Theme

"Restoring Balance: The science and practice of health and well-being.”

Focus areas:

e Preventive healthcare
o Nature-linked well-being
o Culturally rooted healing traditions

o Affordable and accessible solutions for global populations

Traditional medicine is presented as a complementary pillar to modern healthcare.

5. Why Traditional Medicine Matters Globally

e Over 170 WHO member countries report using traditional medicine.

e Around 40% of pharmaceutical products originate from natural medicinal resources.

« WHO estimates 80% of many Asian & African populations still rely on traditional healing for primary
care.

e There is a global push toward integrating validated traditional systems with modern healthcare.



* WHO recognises traditional, complementary and integrative medicine under its
Strategy 2025-2034.

* India’s AYUSH Ministry oversees Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-
Rigpa & Homoeopathy.

* Bharat Mandapam was the venue for G20 Summit 2023.
* The first WHO Traditional Medicine Summit was held in Jamnagar, India (2023).
* Global market size of traditional medicine = $260+ billion, expected to double by 2030.



UAE Passport Rises in 2025 Global
Strength Rankings



e United Arab Emirates (UAE) has achieved a major diplomatic milestone:
Its passport is now ranked among the world's strongest in 2025.
e According to the 2025 Henley Passport Index, the UAE ranks in the Top Tier of global mobility,
reflecting:
o Strong foreign policy
e Expanding international partnerships

e Aggressive visa diplomacy

2. Global Ranking & Mobility Access

UAE's 2025 Passport Rank: 8th

e Provides visa-free [ visa-on-arrival access to 184 destinations.
e Places UAE alongside top European nations for travel freedom.
e Confirms UAE's dominance in:

e Gulf region mobility leadership

e Middle East diplomacy



3. Diplomatic Strategy Behind UAE's Rise

The UAE's impressive passport ascent is a result of:

a) Reciprocal Visa Waiver Agreements

e Rapid expansion of mutual visa-free arrangements with:
e EU nations
e Asian economies
o African states

e Latin America

b) Strategic Alliances

e Enhanced bilateral relations to improve mobility corridors.

c) Global Mobility Partnerships

e Participation in digital travel, global travel facilitation frameworks.

d) International Connectivity

e Major aviation hub (Dubai, Abu Dhabi), strengthening influence in global travel norms.

Overall = Passport strength = strategic foreign policy + economic leverage.



* Passport strength reflects:
* Diplomatic relationships
* Global trust level in a country’s citizens
e Economic stability
» Soft power
* Visa reciprocity policies
* Countries with strong passports typically have:
* High GDP per capita
* Low security risk
e Strong global engagement



Human Rights Day



ALL born FREE & EQUAL  RIGHTS apply to EVERYONE
in dignity and rights without discrimination (race,
- colour, sex, language, religion, etc.)

’ e LEGAL STATUS & IMPACT S

NOT a legally binding treaty. Has
STRONG MORAL & CUSTOMARY
INTERNATIONAL LAW FORCE.
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Topic
Human Rights Day

Why 10th Dec?

Purpose

Formal Establishment

2025 Theme

Observed every 10th December globally.

Marks adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948 by the UN General
Assembly.

Reaffirms global commitment to dignity, equality &
freedom.

First officially celebrated in 1950 through UNGA
Resolution.

“Everyday Essentials” (focus on access to essential
services as a human right).



Aspect

Adopted

Nature

Significance

Core Principles

Details
10 Dec 1948 by UN General Assembly.
Not legally binding; a moral + political

global framework.

Basis for international covenants: e
ICCPR (1966) ¢ ICESCR (1966)

Universality, equality, non-
discrimination, dignity.



Component
Constitutional Basis

Key Law

Definitions (1993 Act)

Institutions Created

Details

FRs (Part Ill) + DPSPs (Part 1V). Many rights align
with UDHR.

Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993.

Human Rights = rights relating to life, liberty,
equality & dignity guaranteed by the
Constitution or embodied in International
Covenants and enforceable by Indian courts.

e NHRC (national) ® SHRCs (state) ® Human
Rights Courts (district level).



Category

Type

Established

Guiding Framework

Role

Powers & Functions

Limitations

Performance Stats

Key Facts

Statutory body (created by Protection of Human Rights
Act, 1993).

1993.

Set up in accordance with Paris Principles (1991) for
national human rights institutions.

Guardian of human rights in India.

e Suo motu inquiries e Investigations into violations by
public officials  Visit jails ® Review constitutional/legal
safeguards ¢ Recommend policy changes ® Promote
human rights awareness

e Recommendations not binding ® No jurisdiction over
armed forces (only can seek report from Govt.)

Registered over 23.8 lakh complaints since inception;
recommended relief over X264 crore.



Topic

International Covenants referred in
Indian law

Human Rights Courts

NHRC Composition

Appointment

Tenure

Detalils

ICCPR, ICESCR (part of International Bill
of Rights).

States may designate Sessions Courts
as Human Rights Courts.

Chairperson = Former CJI or SC judge,;
Includes members with judicial + human
rights experience.

By the President on recommendation of a
6-member committee including PM, HM,
LoP (Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha), Speaker
LS, Dy Chairman RS.

3 years or until age 70 (as amended in
2019).



Benin
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* Benin witnessed a failed military coup attempt by a group of soldiers (Military
Committee for Refoundation (CMR)) who briefly claimed to remove President Patrice Talon
from office.

* The coup attempt comes amid a wave of military takeovers in West Africa, including
Niger, Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea, and Guinea-Bissau, heightening regional instability

* Benin and its Borders: Benin is situated in West Africa, it shares borders with Togo
(west), Nigeria (east), Burkina Faso (northwest), and Niger (north).



e Benin has a coastline along the Bight of Benin, part of the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean.
* Rivers: The Niger River forms part of Benin’s northern boundary.

* Mountains: Benin is dominated by the Atakora Mountains in the northwest, a continuation of the
Togo Mountains.

 Political Structure: Benin is a Presidential Republic with a multi-party democratic system.



‘Your Money, Your Right” Movement



* Prime Minister Narendra Modi urged citizens to participate in the ‘Your Money, Your
Right’ movement.

* ‘Your Money, Your Right’ movement

* Itis aninitiative, launched in October 2025, was designed to ensure citizens can reclaim
their rightful assets.

* It aimed at helping people recover unclaimed deposits, insurance proceeds, dividends
and other financial assets.

* |t offers individuals a chance to convert forgotten financial assets into usable funds.



* —Indian banks currently hold about X78,000 crore
in unclaimed deposits. Insurance companies have
nearly 14,000 crore lying unclaimed, mutual fund
companies around %3,000 crore, and unclaimed
dividends amount to roughly 9,000 crore.



Dedicated online portals have been Facilitation camps have been held in

created to enable easy tracking and 477 districts across the country, with a
claiming of funds: focus on rural and remote areas

e RBI UDGAM Portal for unclaimed
bank deposits

e |IRDAI Bima Bharosa Portal for
unclaimed insurance proceeds

e SEBI MITRA Portal for unclaimed
mutual fund amounts; and

e |EPFA Portal for unpaid dividends
and unclaimed shares.



Yellow Line Defining New Gaza Border



* The Israeli military has described the “Yellow Line”, a temporary withdrawal line agreed
during Phase-1 of the 2025 U.S.-brokered ceasefire, as a “new border”.

* About Yellow Line
* The Yellow Line is a temporary military demarcation line inside the Gaza Strip.
* Territory east of the line remains under direct Israeli operational control.

* Territory Controlled by Israel: More than half of Gaza (53-58%) remains under Israeli
control. It includes most agricultural land and Rafah border crossing with Egypt.






Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA)



The Union Minister of Communications, chaired the meeting of the apex council under
the Bharat 6G Mission and reviewed the progress of the Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA).

Bharat 6G Alliance (B6GA)

It is a collaborative multi-stakeholder platform bringing together academic institutions,
domestic industries, research and development entities.

It functions as the implementation arm of the Bharat 6G Vision, which India unveiled in
March 2023 to position the nation as a global leader in 6G technology by 2030.




* About 6G Technology

* 6G represents the next frontier of wireless communication technology, succeeding 5G as
the sixth generation of mobile networks.

* 6G will deliver peak data rates of 1 terabit per second (1 Tbps), approximately 100 times
faster than 5G, which offers 10 Gbps.

* 6G will achieve ultra-low latency of 0.1 milliseconds (compared to 5G’s 1 millisecond).



ADVANCED CAPABILITIES OF 6G

Intelligent
Resource
Allocation

Fully native Al/ML across all layers for
self-optimizing, intelligent network operations.

|

QUANTUM INTERNET &
SECURE COMMUNICATIONS

Integrates quantum tech for theoretically unbreakable
security and quantum-enhanced network operations.

4

Real-time 3D transmission for immersive, life-like

remote meetings, education, and telehealth.

Seamless wide-area mixed reality merging physical

" BRAIN- -COMPUTER INTERFACES (BCl)

Futuristic technology enabling control of

. computers and devices directly via brain signals. Y,

Comprehensive support for autonomous vehicles

and digital worlds with ultra-low latency.

\ real-time awareness, positioning, and coordinatiors )
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Word of the day

Paltry:
not worth considering; contemptibly small in
amount

Synonyms: negligible, trifling, measly

Usa g€ They live on a paltry wages.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/paltryrpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [poltii/, [pa:ltii/
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