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Point Details

Legislation Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026

House Lok Sabha

Status in article Passed by voice vote

Introduced by Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal

Main reform Creation of a National Tribunals Commission

Headquarters New Delhi

Main purpose
Oversee selection/appointment of tribunal chairpersons and 
members

Debate
The article says it was passed without a debate, amid Opposition 
protests

Existing law affected
Once enacted after passage by both Houses and assent, it would 
repeal/replace the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021

Government's argument Greater uniformity, transparency, efficiency and independence

Supreme Court background
The Court had struck down some provisions of the 2021 framework 
and called for an independent tribunal oversight mechanism





• What will the Commission actually do?

• The NTC is intended primarily to supervise the personnel and institutional framework of tribunals.

• The legislation provides for matters such as:

• Selection → Appointment → Salary/Allowances → Tenure → Resignation → Removal → Other 
service conditions

• of tribunal chairpersons and members.

• This is important because tribunal independence depends not merely on who is appointed, but 
also on who controls tenure, remuneration, removal and administrative conditions.

• For example, if the executive ministry that frequently appears before a tribunal also exercises 
substantial control over appointments or service conditions of its members, concerns about 
institutional independence can arise.



Issue Constitutional concern

Appointment Executive dominance may undermine independence

Tenure
Very short tenure can weaken institutional 
independence

Reappointment
Members may become dependent on government 
decisions

Removal Must contain adequate safeguards

Salary/service conditions
Should not be capable of being used to influence 
members

Selection committees Judicial representation is important

Administration
Tribunals require institutional independence from 
ministries

Vacancies Persistent vacancies reduce access to justice



Tribunal Main area

Central Administrative Tribunal (CAT) Government service disputes

National Green Tribunal (NGT) Environmental matters

National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) Company and insolvency matters

Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) Income-tax disputes

Armed Forces Tribunal (AFT) Armed forces/service matters

Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal 
(TDSAT)

Telecom/broadcasting disputes



Article Provision

Article 323A Administrative tribunals

Article 323B Tribunals for specified other matters

Added by 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976



Feature
Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 / earlier 
framework

Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026

Institutional model
Existing tribunal governance 
framework

New National Tribunals Commission

Appointment system
Fragmented/subject to judicial 
challenges

Greater centralisation under NTC

Uniformity Different tribunal arrangements Intended to create uniformity

Transparency
Supreme Court raised concerns about 
tribunal framework

Government says new system improves 
transparency

Independence
Several provisions faced constitutional 
challenge

NTC intended to strengthen 
institutional independence

Judicial oversight concerns Significant Bill seeks to address them

Tribunal jurisdiction Existing jurisdiction Not altered, according to Minister

Service conditions
Governed under existing statutory 
framework

NTC framework covers qualifications, 
selection, appointment, salary, tenure, 
resignation/removal etc.

Main philosophy
Executive/statutory management of 
tribunals

More independent institutional 
oversight



Case Importance

L. Chandra Kumar v. Union of India (1997)
Judicial review by High Courts and Supreme Court is 
part of the basic structure; tribunal decisions remain 
subject to constitutional judicial review

Union of India v. R. Gandhi / Madras Bar 
Association (2010)

Emphasised independence of tribunals and 
appropriate qualifications/selection

Madras Bar Association cases
Repeated scrutiny of tribunal appointments, tenure 
and service conditions

Tribunal reforms litigation
Supreme Court repeatedly objected to provisions that 
could weaken judicial independence







• What is being proposed?

• According to the article, the 
government has created a legal route 
through an amendment to Section 10A 
of the Payment and Settlement Systems 
Act, 2007, allowing charges to be 
notified for specified electronic payment 
modes.

• The proposal discussed is:

Issue Details in article

Payment system UPI

Proposed MDR 0.25%–0.50%

Applicable above ₹2,000 per transaction

Transactions affected by 

volume
Around 5%

Transactions affected by 

value
Roughly 65%

Current broad policy Zero-MDR regime

Author's concern

It reverses nearly a decade 

of policy encouraging low-

cost digital payments





Possibility What could happen

Merchant absorbs it Merchant's profit margin falls

Merchant increases prices Consumer indirectly pays

Merchant adds surcharge UPI consumer directly pays

Banks/PSPs absorb part Their profitability falls

Merchant encourages cash
Digital-payment adoption could 
decline





Benefit How UPI helps

Financial inclusion
Small merchants participate in digital 
finance

Formalisation Transactions create records

Credit access
Digital cash-flow history may assist 
underwriting

Tax compliance Greater traceability

Lower cash dependence
Less need to hold/handle physical 
currency

Business records Digital payment history

Digital adoption Encourages use of other financial services





• 1905

• The Swadeshi Movement emerged in opposition to the Partition of Bengal.

• Boycotting British textiles became an instrument of economic resistance.

• Later, Mahatma Gandhi transformed the spinning wheel/charkha into a symbol of:

• Self-reliance + economic independence + national identity

• National Handloom Day is observed on August 7, commemorating the launch of the 
Swadeshi Movement in 1905.



• Handloom was once an economic powerhouse

• Before industrialisation transformed textile production, Indian textiles were 
internationally renowned.

• Indian textiles:

• travelled across continents; 

• supported global trade; 

• generated employment; 

• developed sophisticated craftsmanship; 

• established India's reputation as a major textile producer. 

• Therefore handloom historically was not simply "traditional craft".

• It was an important part of India's manufacturing economy.



Indicator Figure in article

Weavers + allied workers More than 35 lakh

Households supported Over 31 lakh

Women in workforce Nearly 70%

Cloth production contribution Nearly 15%

Geographic importance
Major source of rural non-farm 

employment





Problem Consequence

Low returns Younger workers leave

Fragmented markets Producers struggle to reach consumers

Middlemen Weaver receives smaller share of retail value

Weak branding Products cannot command premium prices

Poor marketing Limited consumer visibility

Changing preferences Traditional products may lose younger consumers

Skill transmission declining Traditional knowledge disappears

Limited technology Lower market access/productivity

Competition from powerlooms Price pressure

Weak export positioning Global potential remains underutilised



• Successful examples mentioned

• The article identifies several examples where traditional textiles have regained visibility.

• Tangaliya – Gujarat

• A traditional weaving form associated with Gujarat has experienced revival efforts.

• Sambalpuri – Odisha

• Traditional Sambalpuri weaving has developed stronger visibility and commercial recognition.

• Siddipet Gollabhama sarees – Telangana

• Traditional Gollabhama sarees demonstrate how:

• Design + market access + institutional support

• can help revitalise regional crafts.

• The broader lesson is that traditional industries need not inevitably disappear.



Requirement Why needed

Consistent quality International consumer confidence

Strong branding Premium pricing

Better GI protection Prevent copying

International marketing Global visibility

Cultural protection Prevent misappropriation

Contemporary design Appeal to modern consumers

Traceability/authenticity Prove genuine artisan origin





Issue New framework described in the article

Effective from January 1, 2027

Applies to Commercial banks

Phone/device locking Permitted only in tightly regulated circumstances

Device must be Specifically financed through that loan

Disclosure Device-restriction mechanism must be disclosed in the loan agreement

Before 30 days overdue No device restriction can be activated

After 30 days overdue Restrictions may be introduced gradually

Complete permitted restrictions Only after loan remains unpaid for 60 days

Outgoing calls Cannot be blocked before 60 days

Incoming calls Cannot be disabled

SMS Cannot be disabled



Emergency functions Cannot be disabled

Work/employment functions Restrictions must not interfere with necessary work/employment activity

Personal data Bank/technology provider cannot access personal data stored on device

After overdue payment Functionality must be restored within 1 hour

Delay in restoration Compensation of ₹250 per hour, subject to ceiling equal to loan amount

Recovery calls Normally only 8 AM–7 PM

Call recording Recovery-related calls must be recorded

Record retention At least 6 months

Grievance mechanism Dedicated recovery-related grievance redressal required



Phone function Can lender disable it?

Incoming calls ❌ No

SMS services ❌ No

Emergency functions ❌ No

Essential work/employment 

functions
❌ Should not interfere

Certain other device functionality
✅ May be restricted according to 

rules/agreement





16th Asiatic 
Lion 
Population 
Estimation 
(2025)



Particular Details

Latest estimated population 891 lions (2025)

Population in 2020 674

Population in 2015 523

Increase: 2020 → 2025 217 lions / 32.2%

Increase: 2015 → 2025 368 lions / 70.4%

State Gujarat

Main region Gir & Greater Gir landscape

Scientific name Panthera leo persica

Latest estimation 16th Asiatic Lion Population Estimation

Survey dates 10–13 May 2025

Districts covered 11 districts of Gujarat

Survey personnel 3,800+ forest officials & volunteers

Adult females 330

Lions outside core protected areas 497

Estimated range in 2020 ~30,000 sq km

Current range Nearly 35,000 sq km

Major conservation programme Project Lion

Project Lion launched 15 August 2020



Census/Estimation 
year

Asiatic Lions Increase % Growth

2010 411 — —

2015 523 +112 27.3%

2020 674 +151 28.9%

2025 891 +217 32.2%

2010 → 2025 411 → 891 +480 ~116.8%



Area Purpose

Habitat management Improve and protect lion habitats

Disease surveillance Detect outbreaks before they spread

Veterinary care Treatment/rescue of injured or sick lions

Landscape management Manage lions beyond Gir

Habitat connectivity Maintain movement corridors

Technology Better tracking and monitoring

Human-lion conflict management Reduce risks to lions and communities

Rescue systems Respond to lions entering settlements

Genetic/conservation management Protect long-term viability of population



Why disease is a serious concern

A population concentrated within one geographical region can be 
vulnerable to an epidemic. Disease outbreaks such as Canine 
Distemper Virus (CDV) have therefore been a conservation concern.

This is one reason conservationists emphasize creating resilient 
populations, disease surveillance and reducing the risks associated 
with having a large proportion of a species concentrated in one 
landscape.



Feature Asiatic Lion African Lion

Scientific classification commonly 
used

Panthera leo persica
Panthera leo leo / regional 
populations depending on taxonomy

Main wild Indian population Gujarat —

Major Indian habitat Gir/Greater Gir Africa

Male mane Generally less extensive Often more extensive

Abdominal skin fold Characteristic prominent fold Usually less prominent

Population distribution
Extremely geographically 
concentrated

Distributed across multiple African 
countries



Kerala → “Keralam”



Point Details

Proposed new name Keralam

Present constitutional name Kerala

Bill Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026

Ministry Ministry of Home Affairs

Introduced in Lok Sabha

Date introduced 10 August 2026

Minister introducing it Minister of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai

Objective
Replace the name “Kerala” with “Keralam” in the 
Constitution and other relevant laws

Current status
Introduced / pending before Parliament as of 10 
August 2026

Constitutional provision Primarily Article 3, read with Article 4

Schedule affected First Schedule of the Constitution



• Why does Kerala want to become “Keralam”?

• The main reason is linguistic and cultural identity.

• In Malayalam, the State is traditionally called:

• കേരളം = Keralam

• “Kerala” became the commonly used English form. The State government argues that 
the constitutional name should correspond with the indigenous Malayalam name.

• The Kerala Legislative Assembly therefore sought to change the official constitutional 
name from Kerala → Keralam. 



Date Development

9 August 2023 Kerala Assembly initially passed a resolution seeking the name “Keralam”.

Problem found
The original resolution needed technical/legal corrections regarding which 
constitutional provisions required modification.

24 June 2024
Kerala Assembly unanimously adopted a revised resolution asking the Centre 
to rename Kerala as Keralam.

24 February 2026 Union Cabinet approved the proposal to alter the State's name.

After Cabinet approval
President referred the proposed Bill to the Kerala Legislature under Article 3 
for its views.

2026 Kerala Legislative Assembly agreed unanimously with the Bill referred to it.

10 August 2026 Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026 introduced in Lok Sabha.

Next Lok Sabha must consider/pass it.

Then Rajya Sabha must pass it.

Finally President's assent required.

After commencement Constitution and relevant Central laws will use Keralam.



Power under Article 3 Example

Form a new State Creation of Telangana

Increase area of a State Transfer territory to a State

Diminish area Territory removed from one State

Alter boundaries Boundary adjustments

Alter name of a State Kerala → Keralam



Statement Correct?

President must seek State Legislature's views 
in applicable Article 3 cases

✅

State Legislature must approve the Bill ❌

State Legislature has a veto ❌

Parliament is bound by State Legislature's 
opinion

❌

Parliament has the final legislative authority ✅



Feature Kerala → Keralam
Normal Constitutional 

Amendment

Main Article Article 3 + Article 4 Article 368

Type of Bill Ordinary Bill Constitutional Amendment Bill

Special majority ❌ No ✅ Usually yes

Simple majority ✅ ❌ Generally insufficient

President's recommendation 

before introduction
✅ Article 3 requirement Generally not required

State Legislature views
✅ Relevant under Article 3 

proviso
Depends on amendment

Half States' ratification ❌
Required for certain Art. 368 

amendments

Can amend First Schedule? ✅ ✅

Treated as Article 368 

amendment?
No Yes



Article Subject Kerala relevance

Article 1 India = Union of States Basic territorial framework

Article 2
Admission/establishment of 
new States

Related concept

Article 3
Formation of States; alteration 
of areas, boundaries and names

⭐Most important

Article 4
Supplemental/consequential 
provisions for laws under Arts. 2 
& 3

⭐ Explains why Art. 368 
procedure isn't needed

Article 368
Constitutional amendment 
procedure

Not required for this rename

First Schedule States & Union Territories “Kerala” → “Keralam”

Eighth Schedule Recognised languages Malayalam already included











Thank you ☺


