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the idea of india taking a lead in
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Peace deal struck, but Pak. violations persist

India, 151 reach ‘under about Pakistan made Outreach for pause in Pakistan ‘breaches’ understanding hours later,
“military action, firing’, says Foreign Minister Jaishankar firing on Saturday afternoon: Misri Misri calls for seri from the i >our
NEW DELHI - High atert: CRPF personael struck the deal
; atrol Lal Chawk in Srinagar
ith 3 snisfer Gog on Saturday without any

frer three da)s of IMRAN NISSAR mediation: govt.
V. G

hostilities, Tl
and Pakistan have reached ik i

fairs Minister

e Beotan mattoned)

of Pakistan are hit. » PAGE 4

on s:
Official sources said the
deciston to stop military
actions  was bilaterally
agreed between India
Pakistan that the initia-
tion of this “understand-

QQ The DirectorGe
eral of Military
Operations of Pakistan
called the Director-General
of Military Operations of
India at 1535 hours. It was

d thae both sides

ailed stop all firing and
m-m.m action and se

s effect from
1700 hours (5
P today
yIKEAM MIsER
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The Centre on Saturday that

the the Directors-Generat of
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However, cross-border Lomrii boadus
firing was reported in the abeyarce 2ed

evening at some locations A timetine of r revocation of vizas to

Five key figures along the International Pakistan citizens

of LeT, JeM killed: | Sprderintamme, wiiie < about half an hour before

security ncies Forelgn Secretary Vikram Misn
age: Srinagar. Foods ‘crghating in or made the announcernent of

NEW DELIE
At least five top Figures of the

=tan based banned outfits,
the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT} and
the Jarsh-e-Mon:

precsion strikes carried out on
May 7, security agencies sald
©on Saturday. % PAGE 5

NEW DELW
With the Centre greensghting
caste enumeration in the next
Census. the partismentary

oy
learned. » PAGE 3

plosions heard across Sri-
nagar,”  Jammu  and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abullah said In a
poston X a: 3.55 p.m.

easefire.
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middle of Srinagar jus
opened up: the Chief Mi-
ed in anoth
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Ging thit the Indian
forces were given Instruc-
tons to “deal strongly™
with the situation.

“we call upon Pakistan
to take appropriate steps to
address these violations
and deal with the situation
with seriousness and res-
ponsﬂ)lll!y" sald Mr. Misti,

o described viola-
nons as a “breach” of the
“understanding.

Earlter, Mr. jaishankar
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ven on both sides to give ef-

fect to the understanding.”
Mr. Misri said. “The Direc-
tors-General of Military

Operations will talk again
on the 12th of May at 12

mpromisin,
JAISHANKAR. Ex

A senior official of the
External Affairs Ministry
clarified that “there is no

of firing and military
action.

Mo change in
“This standing

going o affect any 5ot the

decision we have ta-

ken against Pakistan in the
past few weeks after the

will be res-

ssage is clear
this time that a terror at-
tack like will not

unpunished in future,”
the offictal said.

India placed the Indus
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types of visas that were is-
sued to Pakistani citizens
of different categories.
sparing only the di .
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Corridor remain in place,”
the official said_

Earlier, Mr. Misri had ac-
cused Pakistan of spread-
ing a disinformation cam-
paign and trying to foment
communal discord in india
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keholders have reached
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but India officially
et

of \uuury
Palistan Zalen the Direc

hours [3.35 p.m. ISTL It
was agreed between them

phase of hostilities and it
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holds on the ground.

of terror will be considered
an act of war against the

Director- (.enelal officials t main: (LTVS).
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the backdrop ofam iense  relterating that India has tan and nixed countries

sures, including the sus-
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continued  to
host each other’s diplomat-
ic missions despite escalat-
ing military clashes.
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guarding force will be on high
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Monsoon likely to reach Kerala on May 27, earliest onset since 2009: IMD

NEW DELSH

cially declared when it
reaches Kerala, usually
around june 1

The is
likely to reach Kerala on
May 27, earlier than the
usual date of June 1, the In-
dia Meteorological
ment GMD) sald on
Sunday.
If the monsoon arrives
in Kerala as expected, it
L

an o
since 2009, when it began
on May 23, according to
IMD data.

The arrival of the main
rain-bearing system over
the Indian mainland & offi-

cra
=

The
covers the entire count

O last year: June 8 in
May 29 in 2022;

n une
June 1 in 2020;
June  in 2019; and May 29
in 2018

An IMD official said
there is no direct relation-
ship between the onset
date and the total rainfall

Pre-season precipitation: A street near East Fort in Thruuananthapuram, Kerata, submerged under

over the country during
the season. “The monscon
arriving early or late in Ker-

water following heawvy rain on Friday. WEMAL HARINDRAN

ala does not mean it will
cover other parts of the
country accordingly. It is

characterised by large-
scale variabilities and gio-
bal. regional and local fea-

The monscon had set

tures,” the official said.
Rainfall forecast

‘The IMD had, in April, fo-
recast above-normal cum-
ulative rainfall in the 2025
monsoon season,

out the possibility of EI Ni
fio conditions, which are

associated with below-nor-
mal ralnfall in the Indian
suboos

ntinent
Jindia is Mty to- see

rainfall in
monsoos

long period average of 87
hand

crem}y in the Ainistry of
Earth Sclences, had sal

A e 1 D,
rainfall between 96% and
104% of the SO-year aver-
2ee of 87 cm ls considered

Naxnd‘a.!l less than 90% of

the long-period average s
considered ‘deficient”; bet
ween 90% and 95% Is ‘be-
low normal; between

precipitation.

The monsoon is crucial
for India’s agriculture sec-
1w, which snppores the i
velihood of about 42.3% of
the population and contrl-
butes 18.2% to the coun-
try’s GDP.

is also vital for replen-

rvolrs critl

power generation across
the country.




Peace deal struck, but Pak. violations persist

India, Pakistan reach ‘understanding’ about stopping
‘military action, firing’, says Foreign Minister Jaishankar

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

fter three days of
Aintense military
hostilities, India

and Pakistan have reached
an “understanding” about
stopping “military action”
and “firing”, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
announced on Saturday.

Official sources said the
decision to stop military
actions was Dbilaterally
agreed between India and
Pakistan and that the initia-
tion of this “understand-
ing” would not affect the
recent punitive decisions
that India has taken target-
ing Pakistan after the dead-
ly terrorist attack in Pahal-
gam on April 22.

However, cross-border
firing was reported in the
evening at some locations
along the International
Border in Jammu, while ex-
plosions were heard in
Srinagar.

Explosions heard: Omar
“What the hell just hap-
pened to the ceasefire? Ex-
plosions heard across Sri-
nagar,”  Jammu  and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abullah said in a
poston X at 8.53 p.m.

“This is no ceasefire.
The air defence units in the
middle of Srinagar just
opened up,” the Chief Mi-
nister added in another
post.

In a late night press
meeting, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri said Pakistan
committed “repeated vio-
lations” of the “under-
standing” on Saturday, ad-
ding that the Indian armed
forces were given instruc-
tions to “deal strongly”
with the situation.

“We call upon Pakistan
to take appropriate steps to
address these violations
and deal with the situation
with seriousness and res-
ponsibility,” said Mr. Misri,
who described these viola-
tions as a “breach” of the
“understanding”.

Earlier, Mr. Jaishankar

)

Pakistan made Outreach for pause in
firing on Saturday afternoon: Misri

flare-up

Atimeline of rising
tensions between
India and Pakistan

April 22 : Deadly
terror attack in
Pahalgam leaves 26
people dead

April 23-24: India

Pakistan, including
placing the Indus
Waters Treaty ‘in
abeyance’ and
revocation of visas to
Pakistan citizens

May 3: India announces
freeze onimports of
goods ‘originating in or
exported by Pakistan’,
suspends all postal links
with Pakistan, and closes
ports to Pakistani ships

in Pakistan

terror-linked facilities

May 7-10: Intense
hostilities along the
LoC and International
Border with military
incidents in Jammu
and Kashmir, Punjab,
Rajasthan, and Gujarat

May 10: External
Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar announces

takes diplomatic
measures against

@

said, “India and Pakistan
have today worked out an
understanding on stop-
page of firing and military
action. India has consis-
tently maintained a firm
and uncompromising
stance against terrorism in
all its forms and manifesta-
tions. It will continue to do
s0.” The declaration was
followed by an official
briefing by Mr. Misri, who
said the outreach for paus-
ing the firing was made by
the Pakistani side on Satur-
day afternoon.

“The Director-General
of Military Operations of
Pakistan called the Direc-
tor-General of Military Op-
erations of India at 1535
hours [3.35 p.m. IST]. It
was agreed between them

May 7: Operation
Sindoor targets 9

activities

that both sides would stop
all firing and military ac-
tion on land and in the air
and sea with effect from
1700 hours [5 p.m.] today.
Instructions have been gi-
ven on both sides to give ef-
fect to the understanding,”
Mr. Misri said. “The Direc-
tors-General of Military
Operations will talk again
on the 12th of May at 1200
hours,” he said, indicating
that the two sides will re-
view the pause during the
meeting on Monday.

Speaking to The Hindu,
officials indicated that the
announcement is at a trial
stage as it comes against
the backdrop of an intense
phase of hostilities and it
remains to be seen if it
holds on the ground.

ding’ to
stop firing and military

A senior official of the
External Affairs Ministry
clarified that “there is no
pre-condition” or “post
condition” to the stopping
of firing and military
action.

No change in measures

“This understanding is not
going to affect any of the
decisions that we have ta-
ken against Pakistan in the
past few weeks after the
Pahalgam terror attack,
and most importantly, our
stance on terrorism re-
mains uncompromised by
Saturday’s bilateral under-
standing,” said the official,
reiterating that India has
decided that any future act
of terror will be considered
an act of war against the

High alert: CRPF personnel
patrol Lal Chowk in Srinagar
with a sniffer dog on Saturday.

Firing target: A house damaged
by Pakistani artillery shelling in
Jammu early on Saturday. AFP 3 : o

IMRAN NISSAR

®

Operations of Pakistan
- called the Dir

The Director-Gen-
eral of Military

seneral
y Operations of
535 hours. It was

greed that both side

would stop all firing and

milita

iction and sea

» with effect from
* 1700 hours [5
p.m.| today

VIKRAM MISRI
: . Foreign Secretary

India has consistently maintained a firm and uncompromising stance against terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations. It will continue to do so — S. JAISHANKAR, External Affairs Minister

country and will be res-
ponded to accordingly.

“The message is clear
this time that a terror at-
tack like Pahalgam will not
go unpunished in future,”
the official said.

India placed the Indus
Waters Treaty “in
abeyance” on April 24 after
the Pahalgam attack. That
apart, India revoked 14
types of visas that were is-
sued to Pakistani citizens
of different categories,
sparing only the diplomat-
ic and longterm visas
(LTVs). Extending these
measures, India has also
frozen imports from Pakis-
tan and nixed postal links.

“These slew of mea-
sures, including the sus-
pension of the Kartarpur

Corridor remain in place,”
the official said.

Earlier, Mr. Misri had ac-
cused Pakistan of spread-
ing a disinformation cam-
paign and trying to foment
communal discord in India
by targeting Sikh holy plac-
es in Pakistan as well as in
Punjab and Jammu.

Since the beginning of
Operation Sindoor on May
7, several international sta-
keholders have reached
out to India and Pakistan
calling for de-escalation,
but India has officially
maintained that the two
sides had not severed di-
plomatic contacts as both
countries continued to
host each other’s diplomat-
ic missions despite escalat-
ing military clashes.

Pakistan ‘breaches’ understanding hours later,
Misri calls for seriousness from the neighbour

Struck the deal
without any
mediation: govt.

NEW DELHI

The Centre on Saturday that
the the Directors-General of
Military Operations of India
and Pakistan “directly” had
reached an understanding to
end hostilities. However, the
first intimation of the cessation
of hostilities came from neither
New Delhi nor Islamabad but
from Washington, where U.S.
President Donald Trump
claimed credit for the U.S.
mediation of the conflict.
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif thanked Mr.
Trump and the U.S. for
“facilitating the outcome”,
which, he said, Pakistan had
“accepted in the interest of
regional peace and stability”.
Mr. Trump posted a statement
on his Truth Social account
about half an hour before
Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
made the announcement of
the “understanding”. » PAGE 4

Borders to be
under tight
watch: officials

NEW DELHI

Amid reports of Pakistani
troops moving closer to the
western border, BSF fortified
its presence and the Army put
its armoured units in the
forward areas of Rajasthan on
high alert, a senior government
official told The Hindu. Another
BSF official said that the
formations had not received
any instruction to scale down
the deployment after the
cessation of military operations
was announced around 6 p.m.
on Saturday and the border
guarding force will be on high
alert particularly in Punjab and
Jammu. Earlier, Wg. Cdr.
Vyomika Singh said Pakistan
military has been observed to
be moving their troops into
forward areas adding that
“Indian armed forces remain in
a high state of operational
readiness”. » PAGE 4
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UNDERSTANDING... NOT YET?
9.00am | Pak DGMO calls his Indian counterpart

9.45am | India launches fresh attack on Pak airbases

10.50am | MEA & defence min briefing begins. No
Indication that pause in hostilities being considered

3.35pm | Pak DGMO calls Indian counterpart again.
Both agree to stop all firing and military action

3.50pm | Indian govt sources say any future act of
terror will be considered an act of war

5.30pm | Following Trump’s post, both sides confirm
pause in fighting effective from 5pm Saturday. Next
round of talks on May 12 at 12pm

6.10pm | EAM S Jaishankar tweets about pause

8pm | Indian forces open fire after Pak violates the
pause pact in various sectors. Blasts heard in Jammu




THE HINDU

FAQ

Sumday. May

2
CHEMTAD

Is safe harbour
important for
social media?
What is intermediary liabilioy? How

does safe harbour vect social media
platfonms from legal action?

Aroon Deep

n written
T siins Commineec on Communicaion

and Information Technology, the Union
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting sakd
that it is recomns! s

harbour for social media platforms, to combat
the issue of “fake news~ caline.

Whatis safe harbour?
Safe harbour is 3 lagal comcept that protects

Indin. 17 o Eatermestiary soceten -acnial
knovwdedge” of illegal
an the

cons
website, they Torea

The Uniom
povesmument his
pitched amending
safe harbour as a way  Under Section 79 if
o get platforms o be  EY don’t work o
more proactive in

poverning their sites

India was arrested because of 2 uses [sting o
disk containing child sex abuse material for e

How ar

regulated in India?

While safe hslbmn d.Dﬁ have memr)dll‘l.nns
itred above, o

umermedm-ym.ldguna i Digial Media

Ethics Cos

v Hability

courts in the Last few years.

immediately challenged in the Bombay High
Court, among athers by the comecdian Kunal
d the of
Lnglrsaulhnrityl:vydeslgnsd.ng a farce
at coubd

content The
Coure sided with Mr. Kamra, and the case is
being appealed by the government

Wy is the government conside:
amending the safe harbour clause?

n

multiple occssions before Elon Musk scqulred
. now

p\.l:ll( confromtations wi]lﬂleunlm

Eovernment r orders to hide users

content. X under Mr. Musk has continued 1o

the Karnataka High Court. The Union
gowernment has pitched amending safe harbour
as.a way to get platforms to be more proactive in
it thelr sites, nat just for what they
il

ump have taken alm at
Section 230 different reasons — Mr. Biden's
White House sought to weaken safe harbour

What will be impact of India-U.K. trade deal?

How was the firee rade a

the works? When is it ex|

ted to be si and
from nsu:leand automaobiles? What

Saptaparno Ghosh

The story so far:
frex nearly three-and-half years, India

week. Commerce Minister J’ryush
cnval said the pact would set a new benchmark
for = A the

two large economies”. Though the Aneprint has
not yet been made public, domestic industry has
welcomed the announcement, amid concerns
ah.-u the potential impact on agriculnime and
i and small enterprises (MSMES). The
d.e:.lis].llcelyw signed after three months,
take over a year [aju!plmz‘llt

Wiy is the deal significant for both nations?
The UK. ks India’s 16th largest trading partner

S34 billion_ The apreement
backirop of global rare reeling un

nty triggered by U.S. President Donald
‘Ilump‘s rarf regime.

What are the expectations from the FTA?
While the details are yet to be published, the

in the UK.
will not
have to pay

butions for
three years

Trade talics: Britan's Primee Minister Kel Starmer with Prime Minisser

Marendra Mo at the G20 sumenit in Br

November 2024,

REUTERS

Brisiah government ssid it vl bencfit frm
EIndia agresing to slash tariffs on 90%

gxport product
eoanitios FoF sectbrs such o

ring 1 s peris and jewellery,
among others. The British government

abour curtailed tariffs on
automotives, whisky and gin, sectors which had

for
Cagine wihiths o capacity o ehottre
wehicles
With respect to services, India has secured an
exemption for Indian workers temporarily in the
LK. and for their employers from paying sactal
mwisy contributions for three yoam sder the

wehicles becanse the cost of production and

Kirit Bhansali, chairman, Gems and Jewellery
motion Council (GIEPE), in 2 social
s.u billion of

seood ar £2307kg in 2011 compared

Double Contribut

was among the major points of
during negosiations wit the erstwlile

Conservative government. The FTa will also
seek thas visa processes remakn “transparent™

and no
professional travel.

A . founder of
1nd: Initiative,
sakd pe: rms t0 compete on an

anmounce
Texlles are amons the major [sems of export 1o
the UK. “Thabaur,

Eovernment contracts tn sty viable,”
e observes.

public procurement, the UK. held thar the
FTA Wb aliow thelr companiss o bt for

ar the Export Promotion c,m.ncu
AR, ot The Hineu thie
expected to “grow expanentially™. Hesaddlnd.la
would now enjoy duty-free access to U
markets like their main com) ‘Bangiadesn
nam. On competition, he clarified thar
“hardly any” import from the UK. in

& industry feels it will

India’s premium (wehicl nt markets, and
Endian ma wauld serve the LUK 's mass
segment markets. “We do not expect the UK

mid-segment cars e competitive to Indian

Procurement “betrer
Eoremes el widh freater soeas 1 Hhe relerant
information to support their bids”. According to
Dinesh Abral. adjunct faculey ar the

Transdisciplinary Rese: Cluster on
Ststatnable Stdies ar 1N Inl)ellu this could
lead 1o a growing import depencdes

The other unad, aspect in the FTA
concerns the LK 's Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CEAM) which would impose a
‘carbon price”

UK., Mr. Goyal warmn
retaliare with likewise taxes should Europe go-
ahead with the carbon pricing mechanism,
suggesting a canse for potential uncestainty.

What'’s the self-defence clause in global law?

Under international law, how will India’s military response @

Pakistan-Ovcupied Kashmir be
k or unable” docirine?

ived? Which o
L ns if th

2y 10, India and Pakistan agreed
o halt “all firing and military action™

agreement
fails to
bobd. the
UNSC could
adopt a
resolution
calling for

an
mmediate

‘However, this right Is not unfettered. Article
51imposes a procedural obligation on member
states to “immediately™ report to the UN
Security Council (UNSC any military measures
taken in self-defence. The LNSC then assumes
the authority to undertake action to “maintain
or restore international peace and security™_

Can it be exercised against non-state actors?
The UN Charer governe anly the conduct.of

Russia have condemned such military

r and
rerritorial integrity of the host stare.
Dr. Ranjan noted that the E-d-elgn Secretary’s
remnarks that Pakistan had taken
demonstrabilz step~ 1o act againar Tervoriss
Enfrastructure in the fortnight following the
Pahalgam artack and that the country has long

ks doctrine does.not require state attribution
r attacks by NSAs, thereby lowering the

o etei to self-defence.” he

explained. “However, this principle is contested

and lacks the consistent state practice and opimio

Juris necessary o crystallise ineo a rule of

states umes of
Force. Following the Sfil attacke, the
role af on-state actors (MAAS) n rned cpuiict

Pahalgam massa,
india’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misel
the strikes as “measured and non-escalatory.”
Paluslmldenuunmd them as a “blatamnt act of
and alleged civilian casualries.

What does the right to self defence entail?
Article 51 of the United Narions (UN) Charter
Carves out an exception to the prohibition on
the use of force cutlined in Artcle 2¢4), which
bars member states from threstening or using
ial integrity or political
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What's the self-defence clause in global law?

Under international law, how will India’s military response against terror camps in

Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir be perceived? Which country has been a vocal proponent of the

‘unwilling or unable’ doctrine? What happens if there is a breach of the ceasefire agreement?

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n May 10, India and Pakistan agreed
to halt “all firing and military action”
following days of escalating tensions
between the two nuclear-armed
neighbours. The announcement came after the
Indian armed forces conducted 24 precision
strikes on May 7, targeting terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan and
Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir, in response to the
Pahalgam massacre that left 26 dead. While
India’s Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri described
the strikes as “measured and non-escalatory,”
Pakistan denounced them as a “blatant act of
war” and alleged civilian casualties.

What does the right to self-defence entail?
Article 51 of the United Nations (UN) Charter
carves out an exception to the prohibition on
the use of force outlined in Article 2(4), which
bars member states from threatening or using
force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any state. It allows the use of
force solely in the exercise of self-defence
following an armed attack. Although the Foreign
Secretary’s statement did not explicitly invoke
Article 51, his description of the missile strikes as
a “response” to the Pahalgam terror attack
appears to be reliant on this principle.

If the
ceasefire
agreement
fails to
hold, the
UNSC could
adopt a
resolution
calling for
an
immediate
cessation of
hostilities

Call to peace: Celebrations after ceasefire announcement between India and
Pakistan in Srinagar on Saturday. IMRAN NISSAR

However, this right is not unfettered. Article
51 imposes a procedural obligation on member
states to “immediately” report to the UN
Security Council (UNSC) any military measures
taken in self-defence. The UNSC then assumes
the authority to undertake action to “maintain
or restore international peace and security”.

Can it be exercised against non-state actors?
The UN Charter governs only the conduct of
states and, by extension, state-sponsored uses of
force. Following the 9/11 attacks, the growing
role of non-state actors (NSAs) in armed conflict
prompted some states, most notably the U.S., to
argue that the right of self-defence under Article
51 extends to military action against NSAs like
al-Qaeda and the Islamic State (IS). However, the
International Court of Justice (ICJ) has adopted a
more restrictive interpretation. In cases such as
Nicaragua verus U.S. (1986) and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo versus Uganda (2005), it
has been held that an armed attack under
Article 51 includes acts by NSAs only if they are
carried out “by or on behalf of a state.”
Accordingly, attribution to a state remains a
necessary condition for invoking the right of
self-defence under international law. “It is
evident from the Foreign Secretary’s statement
that India has not contextualised the missile
strikes within the international law framework.
However, by asserting that ‘Pakistan-trained
terrorists’ were responsible for the Pahalgam
attack and describing it as part of ‘Pakistan’s
long-standing record of cross-border terrorism,’
India seems to have directly attributed the attack
to Pakistan,” Prabhash Ranjan, professor at
Jindal Global Law School, told The Hindu.

‘What is the ‘unwilling or unable’ doctrine?
An emerging doctrine in international law
permits the use of force in self-defence against
NSAs operating from the territory of another
state, when that state is “unwilling or unable” to
neutralise the threat. The U.S. has beena
leading proponent of this doctrine, invoking it to
justify the 2011 military operation that killed
al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden in Pakistan
and the 2014 airstrikes against the IS in Syria.
However, states such as China, Mexico, and

Russia have condemned such military
operations for undermining the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the host state.

Dr. Ranjan noted that the Foreign Secretary’s
remarks that Pakistan had taken “no
demonstrable step” to act against terrorist
infrastructure in the fortnight following the
Pahalgam attack and that the country has long
served as a “haven for terrorists” indicate a
reliance on the “unwilling or unable” doctrine.
“This doctrine does not require state attribution
for attacks by NSAs, thereby lowering the
threshold for invoking self-defence,” he
explained. “However, this principle is contested
and lacks the consistent state practice and opinio
juris necessary to crystallise into a rule of
customary international law.”

Is proportionality essential?

Military operations under Article 51 must
comply with the principles of necessity and
proportionality. It is generally accepted that a
host state’s unwillingness or inability to
neutralise NSAs may fulfil the necessity
requirement. However, the Leiden Policy
Recommendations on Counter-Terrorism and
International Law (2010) emphasise that military
operations against the host state’s armed forces
or facilities are permissible only in “exceptional
circumstances”, such as when the state actively
supports the terrorists. On proportionality, there
are two competing views: a narrow
interpretation limits force to what is necessary
to stop an ongoing attack, while a broader view
permits action to repel and prevent future
attacks reasonably anticipated under the
circumstances. “Since the military strikes on
May 7, were directed solely at terrorist
infrastructure, without targeting Pakistani
military assets or civilian settlements, they
would satisfy the requirements of necessity and
proportionality”, Dr. Ranjan said.

What lies ahead?

If the ceasefire agreement between India and
Pakistan fails to hold, the UNSC could adopt a
resolution calling for an immediate cessation of
hostilities. It may also vote on a subsequent
resolution to address any further violations,
including the imposition of sanctions or the
deployment of its own peacekeeping or military
forces. However, the successful passage of such
resolutions is likely to be shaped by the
geopolitical interests of the Council’s permanent
members, each of whom holds veto power.

»



© International Law on Self-Defence:

1. Article 51 of the UN Charter:

« Allows a country to exercise self-defence in case of an armed attack.

* Recognizes the right of individual or collective self-defence until the UN Security Council takes
measures to maintain peace.
2. Can it be exercised against non-state actors?

« The UN Charter primarily addresses actions by states.

* However, in the context of 9/11 and subsequent international practices, actions against non-state

actors (NSAs) like Al-Qaeda and ISIS are deemed permissible.

e The International Court of Justice (ICJ) in Nicaragua vs. U.S. (1986) and DRC vs. Uganda (2005)
cases established that an armed attack by NSAs could justify self-defence if they operate under a

state's control.



@ India's Legal Justification:
* India's Stand:
« (Claims that attacks from Pakistan-based terror groups necessitate pre-emptive self-defence.

« The Pahalgam attack by the TRF (The Resistance Front), allegedly supported by Pakistan, is

viewed as a blatant act of war.

3. Unwilling or Unable Doctrine:

 An emerging principle that allows for self-defence against NSAs when the host state is unwilling or

unable to control them.
» The doctrine applies when the state either supports or fails to prevent terrorist activities.

» Pakistan's lack of action against terror groups like Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) and Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT) is cited to justify India's military response.



< Principle of Proportionality:
» Self-defence actions must be:
 Necessary: Responding to a credible and immediate threat.

* Proportional: Limited to neutralizing the threat without excessive force.

» What Lies Ahead:

« |f the ceasefire agreement between India and Pakistan fails:
« The UNSC can pass a resolution calling for the immediate cessation of hostilities.

e The situation might escalate, leading to international mediation or a UN-backed peace

initiative.



EOS-09 sat set to be launched on May 18, will
boost India’s border surveillance powers

Surendra.Singh@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: India’s surveillance power
from the sky is set to get a bigboost as Is-
ro is scheduled to launch the PSLV-C61
mission carrying the EOS-09 (RISAT-1B)
radar imaging satellite into a sun-syn-
chronous orbit on May 18. The launch is
scheduled at 6.59 am IST from Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota.
The surveillance satellite will
strengthen India’s Earth observation
capabilitiesas EOS-09isequipped witha
state-of-the-art C-band synthetic aper-
ture radar, enabling it to capture high-
resolution images of Earth’s surface, re-
gardless of weather conditions. The sat-
ellite will play a key role in boosting In-
dia’s surveillance along its sensitive
borders with arch-rivals Pakistan and
China, and guarding vast coastlines.
Unlike optical satellites that struggle
with clouds or darkness, RISAT-1B’s C-

Isro is scheduled to launch the EOS-09 (RI-
SAT-1B) satellite on May 18

band synthetic aperture radar can over-
come these barriers. This capability is
significant in detecting infiltration,
tracking suspicious enemy movements
and backing anti-terrorist operations.
With tensions along the border running
high, the satellite’s ability to provide con-
tinuousandreliable intelligenceisastra-
tegic asset to Indian security forces.

RISAT-1B features five distinct imag-
ing modes, offering the flexibility to
switch between ultra-high-resolution
imaging of up to one metre for detecting
smallobjectsand broader scansforlarge-
areaobservation.

EOS-09 (RISAT-1B) is a follow-on to the
RISAT-1 satellite with similar configura-
tion. It complements and supplements da-
ta from the Resourcesat, Cartosat and RI-
SAT-2B Series satellites. RISAT-1B’s C-
band SAR will also be useful for civil ap-
plications like agriculture, forestry, soil
moisture, geology, sea ice, coastal moni-
toring, object identification and flood
monitoring.

The RISAT series satellites, particu-
larly RISAT-2, were earlier instrumental
in providing imagery for the 2016 surgical
strike on terror launchpads in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK)and also played a
significant role in the 2019 Balakot air
strike.
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Heavy losses inflicted on Pak. military: DGMO

3540 Pakistani military personnel killed in combat,
key installations damaged during Operation Sindoor
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Heavy losses inflicted on Pak. military: DGMO

35-40 Pakistani military personnel killed in combat,
key installations damaged during Operation Sindoor

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

desired objectives of

Operation  Sindoor,
which is “still ongoing”,
and Pakistan will have to
pay a very heavy price if it
resorts to any misadven-
ture, Director-General of
Military Operations
(DGMO) Lt.-General Rajiv
Ghai said at a tri-service
briefing on Sunday.

The DGMO said that at
least 35 to 40 Pakistani mil-
itary personnel were killed
in combat on the Line of
Control (LoC) during the
four-day confrontation and
heavy losses were inflicted
on Pakistan military, in-
cluding downing its fighter
jets and damaging key mil-
itary installations.

The DGMO also paid tri-
butes to five Indian mili-
tary personnel, calling
them fallen heroes, and
many civilians who “tragi-
cally lost their lives” during

l ndia has achieved the

Operation Sindoor.

The warning by the
armed forces came as an
“understanding” between
the two countries to stop
firing and other military
activities, in force since 5
p.m. on Saturday, held pre-
cariously amid ceasefire
violations and drone intru-
sions. “We have thus far ex-
ercised immense restraint
and our actions have been
focused, measured and
non-escalatory. Any threat
to the sovereignty, territo-
rial integrity and safety of
our citizens will be met
with decisive force,” Lt.-
General Ghai said.

Grants full authority
Army chief General Upen-
dra Dwivedi reviewed the
situation with Army Com-
manders of the western
borders on Sunday.

The DGMO said the Ar-
my chief had “granted full
authority to the Comman-
ders for counter-action in
the kinetic domain in case

The officer warns Pakistan against ‘misadventure’,
pays tribute to five Indian military casualties

Status report: DGMO Lieutenant-General Rajiv Ghai at a tri-service briefing on Operation Sindoor in
New Delhi on Sunday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

of any
Pakistan”.

Recounting the se-
quence of events leading to
the “understanding” bet-
ween the two militaries,
Lt.-General Ghai said a
message was received from
Pakistan’s DGMO on the

violation by

hotline on May 10 seeking
clarity on his willingness to
communicate. “Since our
initial aim was to strike ter-
ror camps and all our ac-
tions in the subsequent
days were in response to
the intrusions and viola-
tions by the Pakistan Air

Force and Pakistan Army,
it was decided that I would
indeed speak with the Pa-
kistani DGMO,” he said.
The DGMOs spoke at
3.35 p.m. on Saturday and
it resulted in cessation of
cross-border firing and air
intrusions by either side

Officials say that Operation Sindoor is ‘still
ongoing’ as the operational alert continues

Target met, losses
part of war, pilots
back home: IAF

NEW DELHI

“We are in a combat scenario
and losses are part of combat,”
Indian Air Force’s Air Marshal
A.K. Bharti said on Sunday,
adding that the objectives of
Operation Sindoor were
achieved and all the pilots are
back home. He declined to
comment at this stage on any
aircraft losses on the Indian
side. Further, without giving a
number, he said that they have
shot down some Pakistani
aircraft. » PAGE 5

from 5 p.m. “We also de-
cided to speak further on
May 12 [Monday] at 12 p.m.
to discuss the modalities
that would enable the lon-
gevity of this understand-
ing,” he stated.

He noted that it took on-
ly a couple of hours for the

Pakistan Army to violate
these arrangements.
“These violations were res-
ponded to robustly and
dealt with as they must
be,” the officer said, adding
that a hotline message was
sent highlighting their vio-
lation and India’s “firm
and clear intent to respond
to these fiercely and puni-
tively, if repeated tonight
or later.”

The senior officers of
the three services ob-
served that it was the mas-
sive retaliatory attack by
India, which targeted sev-
eral Pakistani air bases on
Saturday morning that
prompted Pakistan to
reach out for the
understanding.

Military and govern-
ment officials stated that
Operation Sindoor is “still
ongoing” as the operation-
al alert continues.

(With PTI inputs)

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8



1. Key Points:

e Operation Sindoor Achievements:
* India has achieved the primary objectives of Operation Sindoor.
* Operation is still ongoing as of the latest reports.

* Pakistan warned of severe consequences if it resorts to further misadventures.

* Casualties and Damage:

e Approximately 35-40 Pakistani military personnel killed during combat.
e Significant damage inflicted on key Pakistani military installations.

* Indian military sustained five casualties, including fallen heroes.




2. Statements from Indian Officials:

* DGMO Lt. General Rajiv Ghai:
* Warned Pakistan of a heavy price if it continues hostile activities.
* Asserted that the Indian military actions are focused, measured, and non-escalatory.
« Stated that the Indian response was precise and in line with defensive operations.
* Air Marshal A.K. Bharti (I1AF):
* Acknowledged that losses are a part of combat scenarios.

* Confirmed that all Indian pilots involved in the operations have safely returned.

3. Military Operations and Alerts:

* Operational Details:

* QOperation Sindoor primarily targeted terror camps along the Line of Control (LoC).

* Included the destruction of Pakistani fighter jets and military infrastructure.

* Multi-service coordination was emphasized, involving the Indian Army, Air Force, and Navy.
* |AF Standpoint:

* The IAF clarified that no aircraft losses were reported on the Indian side.

* Emphasized that the objective of the operation was achieved.



4. Strategic Communication and Warnings:

* India's Official Communication:
* A hotline message was sent to Pakistan's DGMO highlighting the gravity of their violations.
* Emphasized India’'s commitment to respond firmly to any further aggression.

* Firm Warnings:
* The Indian military maintains a state of heightened alert along the border.

* Military and government officials stressed that Operation Sindoor will continue as long as

necessary.

5. Additional Information:

* Grant of Full Authority:

* The Army Chief granted full authority to the Western Commanders for counteraction in case of

further provocations.
* Operational Clarity:
* Indian military actions were in response to Pakistan's drone and missile intrusions.

* The Indian government reiterated its stance of non-escalation while safeguarding national

security.



Senior Puri Jagannath temple
priest suspended for a month

Ramkrishna Das Mohapatra, 3 senior Seva;
{cias) of the Shices fugummarta

denied the
(sacred wood) from Nebakaldara in e Digha
temple. Mr. Mobapatra's staement was seen as
Qamaggng w0 the tradition of the Purt temple.

Woman mauled to death
by tiger in Maharashtra

A 65 year-old womsan was masled to death by a
90T in Maharashtra’s Chandrapur district on
afficial sad. The

village, ventured into the
foress ared to nahﬂ rerdu Jeaves i the mornirg
when 2 big cat atacked her. the offscial ssid. In
an sttack on Saturday, 3 bag cat killed three
women at the same Hme in the Sindewabi Range:
Forest. Mearmwhile, 2 SO year-old woman was
Ralled by  tiger i the foress of Seord district n
©n Saturday. an official said.

Total Fertility Rate in India
remains at 2.0; Bihar records
highest count, Bengal lowest
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World’s longest banana infructescence
found in the forests of Andamans

An infructescence of shout
4.2 metres has been re-
coeded in 2 species of wild
banana from  Andaman
and Nicobar islands. mak
img it the Borsgest intri

Aspecimen of 8 ong banens

science journal Bty Las-
ters easdier
The infructescence was

2l Survey of India in the
Andaman and Nicobar Is-

land,
the specimens were abous

2012 and found mention in
a science yournal n 2063,

was discovered on
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Foreign investors
inject R14,167 crore in
equities this month
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UGC asks institutions to increase
seats, admit more foreign students

NEW DELHI
The University Grants
Commission has asked all

higher education institu-
tons (HEE), through 3 re
cent circular, to furnish

The objective of the
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Total Fertility Rate in India
remains at 2.0; Bihar records
highest count, Bengal lowest

There has been a gradual decline in the share of population in the age group of 0-14 from 41.2%

in 1971 to 24.8% in 2021, shows the Sample Registration System report for 2021 released by the RGI

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Total Fertility
T Rate (TFR), the av-
erage number of

children born to women
over their lifetime, in the
country has remained at
2.0 in 2021, the same as in
2020, shows the Sample
Registration System (SRS)
report for 2021 released by
the Registrar-General of In-
dia (RGI) on May 7.

Bihar reported the high-
est TFR at 3.0, while Delhi
and West Bengal reported
the lowest of 1.4.

The report said there
had been a gradual decline
in the share of population
in the age group of 0-14
from 41.2% in 1971 to 24.8%
in 2021. The “proportion of
the economically active
population between 15-59
years has increased from
53.4% to 66.2% during the
same period”, the report
said.

The population has
gone up from 5.3% to 5.9%
for the 65-plus age group
and 6% to 9% for the 60-

plus age group.

A static trend

The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) for the country has remained at 2.0
in 2021 and 2020. The chart shows the TFR for 2016-2021

All India

Urban

1A
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

During the 2024 interim
Budget, Union Finance Mi-
nister Nirmala Sitharaman
had announced a high-
power committee to con-
sider the challenges arising
from “population growth
and demographic chang-
5=
Though the committee
is yet to be formed, the an-
nouncement  suggested
there has been “fast” pop-
ulation growth in the coun-
try, however the SRS data
says otherwise.

A comprehensive pat-
tern will emerge after the
Census is conducted,
pending since 2021 and

Source: SRS Statistical Report 2021

which was last conducted
in 2011.

As Census is usually
counted every 10 years,
the SRS is the largest de-
mographic survey in the
country mandated to pro-
vide annual estimates of
fertility and mortality indi-
cators at the State and na-
tional level.

The survey was con-
ducted in 8,842 sample un-
its across all States, cover-
ing about 84 lakh sample
population.

Elderly population
Kerala recorded the high-
est percentage of popula-

tion in the age group of 60
and above with 14.4% of
the total population falling
under this category.

Tamil Nadu 12.9% and
Himachal Pradesh 12.3%
are the other two States
with the highest percen-
tage of elderly population,
the report said.

On the other hand, Bi-
har 6.9%, Assam 7% and
Delhi 7.1% have the lowest
percentage of the popula-
tion in the age group of 60
and above.

The mean age at effec-
tive marriage for females
has increased from 19.3
years in 1990 to 22.5 years
in 2021.

“It is noteworthy that
the replacement level TFR,
viz. 2.1, has been attained
at the national level, along
with Delhi 1.4, West Bengal
1.4, Tamil Nadu 1.5, Andhra
Pradesh 1.5, Jammu and
Kashmir 1.5, Kerala 1.5,
Maharashtra 1.5, Punjab
1.5, Himachal Pradesh 1.6,
Telangana 1.6, Karnataka
1.6, Odisha 1.8, Uttarak-
hand 1.8, Gujarat 2.0, Ha-
ryana 2.0 and Assam 2.1,”
the report said.



Key Points:

1. National TFR:
* The Total Fertility Rate (TFR) in India remained at 2.0 in 2021, the same as in 2020.
 TFR indicates the average number of children born to a woman during her lifetime.

» Data sourced from the Sample Registration System (SRS) report (2021) released by the
Registrar-General of India (RGI).

2. State-wise TFR:
» Highest TFR: Bihar (3.0)
* Lowest TFR: Delhi and West Bengal (1.4)
3. Decline in Youth Population:
* The share of population aged 0-14 years declined from 41.2% in 1971 to 24.8% in 2021.

* Economically active population (15-59 years) increased from 53.4% to 66.2% during the same

period.



4. Elderly Population:

* Population share of the 65+ age group rose from 5.3% to 5.9%, and 60+ age group increased

to 6%.
» Kerala reported the highest percentage of elderly population.

* Tamil Nadu (12.9%) and Himachal Pradesh (12.3%) had the highest proportion of elderly
people (60+ years).

* Bihar (6.9%), Assam (7%), and Delhi (7.1%) had the lowest proportion of elderly population.
5. Marriage and Fertility Patterns:

 Mean age at effective marriage for females increased from 19.3 years (1990) to 22.5 years

(2021).
 The replacement level TFR (2.1) has been attained nationally.
» States achieving replacement level include:
e Delhi (1.4)

« West Bengal (1.4) v



» States achieving replacement level include:

* Delhi (1.4)
» West Bengal (1.4)
* Tamil Nadu (1.5)
* Andhra Pradesh (1.5)
 Jammu and Kashmir (1.5)
» Karnataka (1.6)
¢ Odisha (1.8)
* Guijarat (2.0)

Socio-economic Aspects:

* During the 2024 Interim Budget, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a high-

level committee to address population growth and demographic challenges.

« The SRS Survey covered 8,842 sampling units across all states, encompassing 84 lakh people.



2025 World Economic Outlook Report



India is currently the fifth-largest
economy globally.




Projected GDP Growth Rates for 2025

6.2% 4.186%

Japan
Nominal GDP slightly
India below India China
Fastest-growing major Slower growth

economy compared to India



 INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND  ‘

l

Estd. - 1944 (UN Bretton Woods Conference
following Great Depression 1930s)

Headquarters - Washington, DC, USA
Functions -

» Global financial assistance

» Facilitate international trade

» Financing for developing countries

» Promotion of exchange rate stability

Member States - 190 (India a founding member)

India’s FM is the ex-officio Governor on
the Board of Governors of IMF

® Special Drawing Rights (SDR) -

» IMF’s intl. reserve asset to supplement the official
reserves of its member countries (not a currency)

Currencies in SDR Basket - $, €, £, ¥
(Yen) and CN¥ (Renminbi)
IMF Quotas -

» Reflects a member country’s relative position
in world economy (India — 2.75%)

» Denominated in SDRs

8 Flagship Publications -

» World Economic Outlook

» Global Financial Stability Report
» Fiscal Monitor

» External Sector Report




State of School Education In India



Performance and Spending in India's School Education

23.4%

Public Education

Spending
Class 3 Reading GDP:"OC:}Ted to NEP Target
Proficiency education Spending
Students reading at GDP target for

Class 2 level education



Comparison of the Systems

Old 10+2 Syst

10 years (school) + 2 years Structure 5 (Foundational) + 3 (Preparatory)
(higher secondary) + 3 (Middle) + 4 (Secondary)
Memory power, theoretical — Focus ———— Age-appropriate, practical, and
knowledge holistic learning
Rote-based, no practical - Exams ———— Comprehensive, skill-based
learning assessment
Lacked critical thinking, Strengths Critical thinking, flexibility,
problem-solving, job-ready skills modern skills (e.g, coding)




HIGH ATTRITION

Gross Enrolment Ratio
(%age Of Total Kids In School)

Foundational
(Nursery to Il) - 1l

Preparatory (I1l-V)

Middle (VI-VIII) 89.5
Secondary (IX-XII) FEEs

%age Of Total Enrolments

Girls
Minorities IS 20
0BC
SC I 18
ST [ 9.9




More Students are
Staying in School

Dropout rates declined in 2023-24 compared to the previous years

Dropouts increase in secondary school

15.0
M Preparatory M Middle m Secondary

10.0
8.7 | 8.1 L

2022-23 2023-24




Girls drop out more in lower classes, boys at secondary level
Preparatory Middle Secondary = Preparatory Middle Secondary

(Class3to (Class6to (Class 9 (Class3to (Class6to (Class 9
15  Class9) Class 8) to12) Class 5) Class 8) to 12)
10
9.4
5
.
-
0

2022-25 2023-24

Source: UDISE + Report Ministry of Education e
Graphic: Sarfaraz, Ankita Tiwari p |_y
s



Infrastructure Gaps in Indian Schools

- 5 i

© 67000

Lack of
Functional Toilets

Lack of Electricity =~ Schools without working Disabled-Friendly

toilets .
Schools without Toilets

electricity access
y Government schools

with disabled-friendly
toilets



Infrastructure Gaps in Indian Schools

70.9%

Private Schools

Higher computer
availability for teaching

Government
Schools

Lower computer
availability for teaching



World Press Freedom Index



Press Freedom Score

O
; ()
A >

Best Possible Worst Possible
Highest level of Lowest level of

press freedom press freedom



Top Countries with Media Freedom Challenges




India 151

Norway | 1

Eritrea

United
States

Tunisia

rgentina

Israel

Australia

Canada 21

Czechia 10

France 25

Russia

> Rank

World Press Freedom Index Rankings 2025



Bhutan Launches World’s First Crypto Tourism
Payment System



Bhutan's Cryptocurrency Tourism Initiative

o

=

D5

VISA

g o

Binance Pay

Facilitates digital payments for
tourists

DK Bank

Provides banking infrastructure for
the system

Airfares

Allows tourists to pay for flights
with crypto

Visas

Enables visa payments using
digital currencies

Accommodations

Offers crypto payment for lodging

Local Fruit

Supports crypto purchases of local
produce



Word of the day

Brine:
water containing salts; a strong solution of salt
and water used for pickling

Syn ONYMS! saltwater, seawater

Usage: The cucumbers are pickled in brine.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/brinepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /biain/
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