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+CURRENT 2 AFFAIRS
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BY BHUNESH SIR
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Iran defies U.S. threat, clamps down on protests

At least 65 killed, over 2,300 detained in protests
that continue amid Internet and phone blackouts

Associated Press
DUBAI

rotests sweeping
P across Iran neared

the two-week mark
on Saturday, with the
country’s government ack-
nowledging the ongoing
demonstrations despite an
intensifying  crackdown
and as the Islamic Republic
remains cut off from the
rest of the world.

With the Internet down
in Iran and phone lines cut
off, gauging the demon-
strations from abroad has
become more difficult. But
the death toll in the prot-
ests has grown to at least
65 and over 2,300 others
have been detained, ac-
cording to the U.S.-based
Human Rights Activists
News Agency. Iranian state
television is reporting on
security force casualties
while portraying control
over the nation.

Iran’s Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
has signalled a clamp-
down, despite U.S. warn-
ings.

Tehran escalated its
threats on Saturday, with
Attorney-General, Moham-
mad Movahedi Azad,
warning that anyone tak-
ing part in protests would
be considered an “enemy
of God”. The statement
carried by Iranian state te-
levision said even those
who “helped rioters”
would face the charge.

“Prosecutors must care-
fully and without delay, by
issuing indictments, pre-
pare the grounds for the
trial and decisive confron-
tation with those who, by
betraying the nation and
creating insecurity, seek
foreign domination over
the country,” the state-
ment read. “Proceedings
must be conducted with-
out leniency, compassion
or indulgence.”

U.S. Secretary of State

r

Protesters are ‘enemies of God’; proceedings will
be conducted without any leniency, says Tehran

Growing dissent: Vehicles set on fire during the anti-government unrest in Zanjan, Iran, on Friday. AP

Marco Rubio offered sup-
port for the protesters.
“The United States sup-
ports the brave people of
Iran,” Mr. Rubio wrote on
Saturday on the social plat-
form X. The State Depart-
ment separately warned:
“Do not play games with
President [Donald] Trump.
When he says he’ll do so-
mething, he means it.”

Saturday marks the start
of the work week in Iran,
but many schools and un-
iversities reportedly held
online classes, Iranian
state television reported.

State TV repeatedly
played a driving, martial
orchestral arrangement
from the “Epic of Khor-
ramshahr” by Iranian com-
poser Majid Entezami,

while showing pro-govern-
ment demonstrations.

The song, aired repeat-
edly during the 12-day war
launched by Israel, ho-
nours Iran’s 1982 liberation
of the city of Khorram-
shahr during the Iran-Iraq
war.
It has been used in vide-
os of protesting women
cutting away their hair to

protest the 2022 death of
Mahsa Amini as well.

“Field reports indicate
that peace prevailed in
most cities of the country
at night,” a State TV anchor
reported.

Chaotic scenes
“After a number of armed
terrorists attacked public
places and set fire to peo-
ple’s private property last
night, there was no news of
any gathering or chaos in
Tehran and most provinc-
es last night.” That was di-
rectly contradicted by an
online verified video that
showed demonstrations in
northern Tehran's Saadat
Abad area, with what ap-
peared to be thousands on
the street. “Death to Kha-
menei!” a man chanted.
The semi-official Fars
news agency, believed to
be close to Iran’s paramili-
tary Revolutionary Guard
and one of the few media
outlets able to publish to

U.S. Secretary of State extends support, reiterates
President’s threat; he means what he says: Rubio

the outside world, released
surveillance camera foot-
age of what it said came
from demonstrations in Is-
fahan. In it, a protester ap-
peared to fire a long gun,
while others set fires and
threw gasoline bombs at
what appeared to be a go-
vernment compound.

The Young Journalists'
Club, associated with State
TV, reported that protes-
ters killed three members
of the Guard’s all-volunteer
Basij force in the city of
Gachsaran. It also reported
a security official was
stabbed to death in Hama-
dan province, a police of-
ficer killed in the port city
of Bandar Abbas and
another in Gilan, as well as
one person slain in
Mashhad.

The State television also
aired footage of a funeral
service attended by hun-
dreds in Qom, a Shia se-
minary city just south of



1) Core development [ &I EcATshH
e Protests continue: Iran is withessing ongoing protests that have reached nearly the two-week mark.
faer TR R A fARer-ueef @ &) g0 R R & B9 &
» Government acknowledges but tightens control: Authorities are acknowledging demonstrations

while simultaneously intensifying the crackdown.

PR 1 I &, R & 981 & &: TBR el TR it o2 38t 2 3tk ner € gra/aedt vt e @

2) Communication blackout /| IR dTeM
e Internet and phone disruptions have been reported, making it difficult for people outside Iran to

verify events and for protesters to coordinate.
EEIC[BI dTEN & BROT 18I J TeA13 6t Ofc Hfedsd gidl & 3R 3ieR Iu=ad/dme- Wt yiifdd gid &1

e This also creates an "information gap,” where state narratives become more dominant than

independent reporting.

ST "I IAR" g1 &, fH BRI Rfca wdz RAifeT R YR} ug JabdT &1

3) Deaths and detentions / Aid 3R f&I=ad
e Reports indicate dozens killed and thousands detained during the unrest.
fRatef & AR gaft Ald 3R &Y & févrad # fog g
e While some reporting focuses on civilian casualties and arrests, state media emphasizes casualties
among security forces and claims the situation is under control.
T8l & RUlfT At 6t wid/feRraa W Bfgd €, gl e wifsan JqRen 9@t & Joam iR “Rafd fAzizor 3
&1 GIaT IURAT & |



4) Hardline warning from authorities / 3ifEi1RaY &1 B R Adrat

» [ran's Attorney-General issued a strong warning that participants could be treated with the harshest
possible legal-religious framing, including being labelled as “enemies of God.”
& & eHHI-5TRet A Bt AaraHt gt & vgefaRaY U sicid BoR enfids-dBT At MTST/RT & Jdbdl 8, 1
"R H A" |

« The message: legal action will be fast and severe—"no leniency”—to deter participation and scare

potential supporters.

T2 TE &: BIRATS a3 3R BoR EMit—"1s AH! A" —anfds & uie g¢ 3k awefa & gh

5) Competing narratives: “calm” vs “crowds” [ & Rfea: “2rifd” gam “His”
« State television suggested that peace prevailed in most cities at night.
e Siat A wer o I A siferasier &g A 2rifd &t
« However, other accounts referenced large crowds in parts of Tehran and anti-government slogans,

suggesting unrest remained active.

I % $B RUlel A dg3H & TB gl § agt Wig 3k Far-faeit arY &1 Ieaa 8—art sidy afesa @

6) Violence claims and visual evidence | fgar & g ﬁ?{%ﬂm

« The report describes chaotic scenes in some areas: attacks on public places, fires, damage to
private property, and allegations of incendiary devices.
ROIE A $B T IR IRTETE §oF FdTT TU—ATdS1feb AT TR A, 3T, s Fufd &1 gaam, 3k
saeefie s & AR

» State-linked outlets released surveillance footage to claim protesters were armed or engaged in
violent acts, reinforcing the government’s framing of protests as disorder or sabotage.
I -FHfefd AregH] A ARttt afdeia Best s aR UeHaRal o gfdards/ffus GEm &1 yar fan,
ATfds A BT “Iregaze/afsier” & w9 H 92f far 511 4|



7) Social context and symbolism | am1f5ie deH 3R wdieras fader

» The story also indirectly ties into the wider social tension seen in recent years, including women-led

protest symbolism and cultural resistance.
UE TR & & a8] & AW aAra A i F[gdt Gadt —amaae afgansi gr1 vdleres fade 3k arpfas
wfaRier 3 Fdbdl & T H

8) International response: U.S. messaging | 3iaRrsgia ufafiear: 3mfedt dger
« The U.S. Secretary of State publicly voiced support for Iranian protesters.
3R fager vt A £t ugefAwiRat & gwef &t ard weh
« The U.S. side reiterated that the President’s warning/threat should be taken seriously, adding
pressure and widening the issue into a geopolitical confrontation.
IMResT A a8 Wi Srerra s Isgufd &Y arast/erdst &Y milkar @ faan sTe—Ead HegT o3 Idbe & T -
AsHIfaD aara Wt a9 F1aT 21

9) What this means (exam-ready takeaways) | 39®1 Hdaid (TT31TH Ulscd)

« State strategy: intimidation through harsh legal language + speedy prosecution + information
controls.
A 0THIA: BER BIAT HIET A 8 + A1 AT + Jaa1 fFa=on

« Information war: blackout conditions increase reliance on official narratives and reduce independent
verification.
a1 gg: B3I § WBR Rfea Hoigd, WaF Y FHIAR|

« Escalation risk: as arrests rise and violence claims spread, the chance of further escalation
increases.
a91a 984 &1 SfEm: fiRuaial 92, fFa & iy 9@ ot fafd sk fans awdt 81

« Internationalization: U.S. statements add external pressure and can harden positions on both sides.

m:mﬁwa@mmﬁ'sﬂ?.aﬁv&ﬁ%wﬁmmma



Term/Topic

Strait of Hormuz

Why Hormuz matters

OPEC HQ

IRGC & Basij (context)

Qom

Extra facts (English)

Narrow chokepoint between Iran and

Oman;linksPer si an Gul f
Oman/Arabian Sea; crucial for global
energy flows.

About one-fifth of global oil passes
through it; disruption can impact oil
prices and trade routes.

OPEC Secretariatis in Vienna, Austria
(since 1965).

| RGC is |l ranods Basijt
Is a paramilitary volunteer force often
used for internal security.

A major Shia religious/seminary city
south of Tehran; often appears in Iran-
related news.
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Exam (Date/Shift) Question (as asked) Answer

What is/are the most likely advantages ol
UPSC CSE Prelims GS (2017) implementing GST(Btatement 2 mentions 1 only
crude oil imports 8OPEC cartgl

Where is the headquarters of OPEC

located? Vienna

RRB NTPC GB Jan 2021, Shift 1)

RPF SI (2018) (16 Jan 2019, Shift 3) ggl;cgnvgaéirlfrifgﬁ;?””eCtS the Persi o it of Hormuz

OSSC CGL (17 Oct, Shift 2) Where is the HQ of OPEC located? Vienna
BPSC DSO (03 Aug 2025) (S;tl;ﬁgff Hormuz is situated between whic . i Guif + Gulf of Oman

MP Police Constable (10 Sept 2023, Shi Strait of Hormuz connects the Persian Gt
) Gulf of Oman

2) with the :

%KSSSC Forest Guard (16 Feb 2020, S Headquarters of OPEC is situated in: Vienna

UPPCL JE (Feb 2018, Shift 1) Where is the HQ of OPEC located? Vienna
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Govt. launches drive to reduce road accident deaths
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Govt. launches drive to reduce road accident deaths

Jagriti Chandra

NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of
Road Transport and High-
ways, in collaboration with
the NGO Save Life Founda-
tion, has identified 100 dis-
tricts with the highest
number of road crashes to
launch a data-driven zero-
fatalities programme, in
line with the government’s
pledge to reduce road
deaths by 50% by 2030.
The 100 districts span 15
States, with the pro-
gramme already rolled out
in all 20 identified districts
in Uttar Pradesh, 19 in Ta-
mil Nadu, 11 in Maharash-

tra, and nine in Karnataka.

“Districts have been
identified as key units of
change, as 63% of road ac-
cident fatalities occur out-
side National Highways,
such as on State Highways
and State expressways,
major district roads and lo-
cal roads. Since crash
deaths are often in-
fluenced by local factors
such as road design, traffic
enforcement, and hospital
preparedness, effective in-
terventions are best coor-
dinated at the district level,
where administration con-
verges through measures
like traffic policing and
emergency medical care,”

said Founder and CEO of
Save Life Foundation Piy-
ush Tewari at a press con-
ference held at the recently
concluded two-day confe-

= ACCIDENT PRONE

DRIVE SLOW

The Transport Ministry will focus on 100 high-risk districts that
account for the highest number of accidents. FILE PHOTO

rence of Transport Minis-
ters, Secretaries and Com-
missioners of all States and
Union Territories.

An analysis across the

100 districts recorded
nearly 89,000 road deaths
in 2023 and 2024. The
foundation mapped 17,331
critical crash locations,
which together accounted
for 58% of the total fatali-
ties. It also identified high-
risk time windows during
which most crashes oc-
curred, enabling law enfor-
cement agencies to better
target resource deploy-
ment. An analysis of the
crashes showed that rear-
end collisions accounted
for 26% of fatalities, head-
on collisions for 23%, and
pedestrian crashes for
another 23%.

The framework for the

zero-fatalities programme
includes engineering au-
dits and the implementa-
tion of low-cost, quick-
build safety interventions,
such as correcting faulty
road intersections. A key
pillar is trauma care res-
ponse, with measures to
improve ambulance res-
ponse time standards and
train first responders.

Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said the District
Collectors, Transport Mi-
nisters, and MPs from the
100 districts will be part of
an accident prevention
committee and will be in-
vited to New Delhi for a
conference.

AINX



« Who launched & with whom / fisa= & fdsar 31k fasads amer
e The Union Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH), in collaboration with SaveLIFE

Foundation (NGO), has launched a data-driven “zero-fatalities” drive.
o sk URdIEA Td I HATad (MoRTH) A SaveLIFE Foundation (NGO) & Iref fAcias ser-3menfid
"SFRI-thefaret” srfiama 2[R fda

« Target & national goal / &i&¥ 3iRR Il eRAte
e The programme aligns with the government’s pledge to reduce road deaths by 50% by 2030.

o Ig BRIBGH 2030 dP TSP Hidl & 50% BHt & TRPBR 78T b 38T 2|

« Where the focus is | Bid Bal &
e 100 high-risk districts (across 15 States) have been identified because they report the highest

number of crashes/deaths.

o 15 A4 & 100 ETE-RH fFiel B gAT 71 & Fifds a8l geeAn/Ad Jad AT &

e Rollout examples mentioned: programme already rolled out in all 20 identified districts in Uttar
Pradesh, 19 in Tamil Nadu, 11 in Maharashtra, and 9 in Karnataka.

o JCTE0T: IR USRI & 20, dffici—Ig & 19, HERTSE & 11, BATed & 9 el A WIRIeI3M3e bl d1d Bal T
=8
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« Why “district” is the unit of action | “f3@T” @Y AT 74T

Districts are treated as key units of change because about 63% of road accident fatalities
occur outside National Highways—on State Highways, State expressways, major district
roads and local roads.

el Bt ageTa @Y YA WIS HIAT TR Riifds T 63% Hid IS ASTHTIT & AER—Id ASTH, I3
vaeya, foen et age) i gdt &1

Many determinants are local: road design, enforcement quality, and hospital/trauma
readiness, so interventions work best when coordinated at district level.

B¢ BRUT WA &: A2 fEsied, wada (enforcement), 3RUATA/ETHT Al —eafd fFe TR R 0=
HaA YHTET HET T

« What the data mapping found | 21 & @1 A

These 100 districts recorded nearly 89,000 road deaths across 2023 and 2024 (as cited in the
report).

34 100 3 & 2023-2024 & @19 89,000 TS Hid g3f &1 ! a1d gl TS|

The foundation mapped 17,331 critical crash locations, which together accounted for 58% of
total fatalities (in the mapped set).

17,331 fipfere b2l midbeM fafgd fg g, 3t fAesR e Hial & 58% & fog fSgR aam my|
High-risk time windows were also identified so enforcement agencies can deploy resources
better.

gEeT3 & g - ana-f&gdt (time windows) Wi fafa &1 8 aifds gfea/stfaar dame dgar
ad @

Crash-type analysis: rear-end collisions (26%), head-on (23%), and pedestrian crashes
(23%) formed major shares of fatalities.

&2l YPHR: 1S B TTH (26%), HTHA-TTHA Tar (23%), daet art geTs (23%)—Hidl &1 a8
f&=am

lll



« What the “zero-fatalities” framework includes / “3R1-tbefact” tbHadb & =T 2

o Engineering audits and low-cost, quick-build safety fixes (example: correcting faulty

intersections/black spots).

o S3iifAaR 3iifse 31k HH AT a1 ARd JR&T R (S BRTE/FARATS ARIET B Sidb A7) |

e A key pillar is trauma care response: improving ambulance response time standards and
training first responders.

o TP HT T AT bR R~ &: Trgmd fRi~g 2gH A 98k &A1 3R B i &Y &7 &l

« Governance & coordination [ T2IMAfdd @azeT

e The Transport Minister said District Collectors, Transport Ministers and MPs from these
districts will be part of an accident prevention committee and will be invited to New Delhi for a
conference.

o Tt & AR 34 f3icil & SIen/dprae, Rag w3l 31k i ta vawise fdeq wael 7 g 3k 48
fEoott 7 w196 & g gemg sma|



Topic Key facts (English) oS

0 KHBL @B
NdWR Wah noDMBYs KYO6
n 63 s$o6r aodu

A
K NULclInhO raa

Road safety is often framed as S S K
4E approach Engineering + Enforcement + aT
Education + Emergency care K'Y

Highcrash points (junctions/curves) Ui ;
Black spot concept arg targeteg for reélesign signage I,u_y K _r]\f(iUio Sd Hn 0vs Un G
speed calming, and Iighti’ng | S UFhN VD ARCU aedt Ut BK
’ ' Lyshd Kaécrah SzN
The first~60 minutes afteracrash NUL ¢l ma K Y 0 GéN éR
Golden Hour are critical; faster evacuatonand USn Akz: n FE$HSY B S5
trauma care saves lives. L -0 Hell \? L O'n

Works well because enforcement, & Z B U KUUccUSHRY 0 Un O
local engineering fixes, and hospital $ UR I, NG oe NOS § &
readiness areperationally districtc USced TRas$n K Y L U
controlled. eiklG Sz S$KNY SFi

District-led model

Rearend, headon and pedestrian
crashes typically signal needs like

Common fatal crash patterns speed management, lane discipline,
safer crossings, and junction
redesign.
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A According to the report on the governmef@ road safety
drive, consider the following statements:

A Thel00identified districts recorded nearl§9,000road
deaths in2023and2024 /100U L UW $lcez 832023
20240 Foek O89,0000 Z NH L nh Bi

A 17,331critical crash locations together accounted &8%

of total fatalities (in the mapped analysis)17, 33lUOQOU I K ce
ez K YR8 ceK 58%0 ZNzIB\er[UL ¢ YNDlN(lJ[

K | i

A Rearend collisions accounted for less tha@do of
fatalities. /n O] SYY 5 80%S K 00 ZNZBIK 06 n
nui

A Which of the above is/are correct?

A)1land2only

B)2 and3only

C)land3only

D)1,2and3
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Centre seeks access to phone source codes

Tech firms object to the proposed ‘vulnerability
analysis’ standards proposed by the Union govt.

Reuters
NEW DELHI

he Centre is consi-
Tdering legally im-
posing a set of re-
quirements for
smartphone makers in In-
dian markets as part of a
raft of “security mea-
sures”, prompting behind-
the-scenes opposition
from tech giants such as
Apple and Samsung.
Among the most sensi-
tive requirements for “vul-
nerability analysis” in the
new Indian Telecom Secur-
ity Assurance Require-
ments, drafted in 2023, is
access to source code — the
underlying programming
instructions that make
phones work and closely
guarded by the manufac-
turers.

This will be analysed
and possibly tested at de-
signated Indian labs, the
documents show. Apple
had declined China’s re-
quest for its source code
between 2014 and 2016,
and U.S. law enforcement
has also tried and failed to
getit.

The proposals require
automatic and periodic
malware scanning on
phones and storing of re-
cords of a phone’s activi-
ties in the device for at
least one year.

IT Ministry and tech ex-
ecutives are due to meet on
Tuesday for more discus-
sions, sources said.

“Any legitimate con-
cerns of the industry will
be addressed with an open
mind,” IT Secretary S.
Krishnan said, adding it

The Centre revoked an order mandating a cyber
safety app, Sanchar Saathi, on phones last month

Surveillance tools

The Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements
propose 83 security standards including source code
disclosure for smartphone manufactures in Indian markets

LA

L P
L e

e .

= Background permission restriction:
Apps cannot access cameras, micro-
phones or location services in the
background when phones are inactive

® One-year log retention: Devices must

store security audit logs for 12 months

= Periodic malware scanning: Phones
must automatically scan and identify

potentially harmful applications

Gray area: Tech
companies say the
proposal lacks any
global precedent.

» Informing govt. of major updates:
Phone makers must notify a govt. body
before releasing any major updates or
security patches

was “premature to read
more into it".

Tech companies have
countered that the package
of 83 security standards,
which will include a re-

quirement to alert the go-
vernment to major soft-
ware updates, lacks any
global precedent and risks
revealing proprietary de-
tails, according to four pe-

ople familiar with the dis-
cussions and a Reuters
review of confidential go-
vernment and industry
documents.

Indian government re-
quirements have irked
technology firms before.
Last month the Centre re-
voked an order mandating
a state-tun cyber safety
app, Sanchar Saathi, on
phones amid concerns ov-
er surveillance.

The new proposal is
part of Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s efforts to
boost security of user data
as online fraud and data
breaches increase in the
world’s second-largest
smartphone market, with
nearly 750 million phones.

Manufacturers will also
have to make software
changes under the require-

ments to allow pre-in-
stalled apps to be unin-
stalled and to block apps
from using cameras and
microphones in the back-
ground to “avoid malicious
usage'-

Device makers will have
to inform the National
Centre for Communication
Security about major soft-
ware updates and security
patches before releasing
them to users, and the
centre will have the right to
test them.

Tech companies Apple,
Samsung, Google, and
Xiaomi, and the Manufac-
turers’ Association for In-
formation Technology
(MAIT) did not respond to
requests for comment.

However, MAIT had
asked the Ministry last
week to drop the proposal,

Apple declined Chinese attempts to access code;
and U.S. law enforcement also tried and failed

a source with direct know-
ledge said.

“This [source code re-
view and analysis] is not
possible... due to secrecy
and privacy,” MAIT had
said in a confidential docu-
ment drafted in response
to the government propo-
sal, and seen by Reuters.
“Major countries in the EU,
North America, Australia,
and Africa do not mandate
these requirements.”
MAIT’s document says reg-
ular malware scanning sig-
nificantly drains a phone’s
battery and seeking go-
vernment approval for
software updates is “im-
practical” as they need to
be issued promptly.

“There is not enough
room on device to store 1-
year log events,” MAIT said
in the document.



Term/Topic

Source Code

Vulnerability Analysis

Security Audit Logs

Malware Scanning

Background Permissions

Update/Patch Governance

Extra facts (English)

Humanreadable instructions that define how
software works; companies guard it as
proprietary IP.

Process of checking software for security
weaknesses that attackers could exploit.

Records of securityelated events (app
permissions, system actions, alerts) used for
investigation/compliance.

Detecting harmful apps/files; can affect
battery/performance and raises privacy/false
positive concerns.

Controls whether apps can access
camera/mic/location while running in
background.

Security patches need speed; delays can
increase cyber risk window.

HUNUGG! '"HiNdg
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1) What is the Centre proposing? | ¢ @RIT UdTd &2 FET2?

The Centre is considering legally imposing new “security measures” for smartphone makers in
India, which has triggered behind-the-scenes resistance from major tech firms (like Apple,
Samsung).

&g MR H WIEHIA fAAfarsi wR ¢ "R 3UR™” B U A @] B R fdaR R @ e, G R gt ew
@HufFat (Apple, Samsung 31fc) &Y 3igw1 3mafd I 3ms 2|

These proposals are part of the Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements (drafted in
2023) and include around 83 security standards for smartphones sold in India.

J yrd Indian Telecom Security Assurance Requirements (2023 g1ue) &1 &1 &, {597 ¥Rd ® fdwa

a1 WCHINT & fAT T 83 JR&M A AMAH gaT¢ Y &

2) The most sensitive demand: source code access [ g8 ddeaitd HiTT: TR i TR

A key requirement under “vulnerability analysis” is access to source code—the underlying
programming instructions that make phones work and are closely guarded by manufacturers.
“Vulnerability analysis” & dgd Iad ddgARfd AT & T P18 dd Uga—Ie! 98 Hot TnfaT fAder & s A
P TATd & 3R BUfAl g8 98 M-I IJJdl &

The source code may be analysed and possibly tested in designated Indian labs as per the

proposal.

URATd & AR TR BIs BT faawor 3ik Ivaa: fAefRa yRrdla dea & udieor g adwar gl



3) Other major requirements mentioned / 31=T W rd

Automatic & periodic malware scanning on phones.

B9 A 3iicifésd 3k fAafdd (periodic) ATEd=R ThfAm|

One-year log retention: storing phone security/audit records for at least 12 months.
181 @l REA: BH I BH 12 HEMI dob [AaiiRel/3ifee did TR AT

Background permission restriction: apps should not access camera/mic/location in background
when phones are inactive.

dPpUT3s R Ufdder: B fAfSET g1 R T GHRI/ATs®/dib A d6U13s ° oy 9 3R b |
Informing govt. of major updates: phone makers must notify a government body before releasing
major software updates/security patches; the Centre can have the right to test them.

93 3Y3C &l AT 98 ATedR JIse/TFRNRE da Rels § U IRBR B Jfad BIAT; Bg Bl 56 e B
&1 AfTBR|

Control over apps: allowing pre-installed apps to be uninstalled, and blocking apps from using

camera/microphone in background to avoid “malicious usage.”
Ry fAA0T: Yi-gcios QW &l 3ETd B34 &l 3Afd, 3R "SI A & e T B dpur3s A HAR)
HIS®h STAHTA B I ABAT




4) Why the government is pushing this | G3®R g &I B &2

The report links this push to rising concerns about online fraud and data breaches in India's huge
smartphone ecosystem (India is described as the world's second-largest smartphone market with
nearly 750 million phones).

fRaYE & 3TAR TE gaTa AR Wis 3R e dta st fFansi A 721 8, 3k wra & fGens séwH gaifawn
(@ 75 AT B, AT BT GHA TG a1 A15R) B HeW # @ wan

5) Recent related development: Sanchar Saathi | &1 &1 Wdfeid TeAr: dar areft

The Centre revoked an earlier order last month that would have mandated a state-run cyber safety
app “Sanchar Saathi” on phones, after concerns around surveillance.

oo vel &g 3 BT F et argar A9t Oy “Har greit ifFarf &3 arer aneer ay & faarn, wife
fAmrt (surveillance) @t @az faand f)

6) Industry objections | §%&i &t amafaar

Industry groups and companies argue source code review/analysis is not feasible due to secrecy,
privacy, and proprietary risks.
Hufal/gsst ae Bed & P aRf ®ig & arten/faedgor ig-iaar, weawt sk viged e & HrRur
ATaEIRS €|
They say major regions (EU, North America, Australia, Africa) generally do not mandate such
requirements.
371 g 2 f EU, North America, Australia, Africa 31 @2 &1 W 3my dlv uz 0wt areran siffard a8t 21
Practical concerns raised:
« Regular malware scanning can drain battery significantly.
« Seeking government approval [/ pre-clearance for software updates is impractical because
security patches must be released quickly.
« Devices may have insufficient storage to keep one-year logs.
@nagRe smafaal:
o fAafa aedar S A dedt asit @ ue Iadt 21
o FuRe/da & A STEHt AYae o1 HATARIRE & Fiife da qia TR B3 usd 2
o 19 S AT P 50 Fagy ¥ =N B0 & FEar 2



7) International comparison mentioned / 3idRTSE T e T

The report notes Apple previously declined attempts by China to access source code (2014-2016),

®
and U.S. law enforcement also tried and failed to obtain it.

RA1E A 370t & b Apple A Uga o &1 TR BIg TRAT BIfAL (2014-2016) FBS, 3R MARDB BIA-
wdd4 7 vl dwiferer &t dfdsa 3a%e &

8) What happens next / 31T &=IT &1
IT Ministry officials and tech executives were scheduled to meet for further discussions; the IT

Secretary is quoted saying legitimate industry concerns would be addressed with an open mind.

IT H3T61d 3R &b Bufa) &l dod/adaf 1 3o ¢; I T Ifda A weT s 3g 6t def faarsh & Fat 79 @ A7/
AT SR



A With reference to the report on proposed smartphone
security requirements in India, consider the following
statements:

A The draft standards include a requirement murce code
accesdor vulnerability analysis and may involve testing in
designated Indian labs.

A The proposed standards include measures suaimas
year log retentionandperiodic malware scanningn
phones.

A The Centre has continued to mandate #@anchar Saathi
cyber safety app on all phones, without any change.

A Which of the above is/are correct?
A)1land2only

B)2 and3only

C)land3only

D)1,2and3
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Bhairav Battalions to debut in Army
Day parade in Jaipur on January 15

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

The Army’s newly raised
modern warfare force, the
Bhairav Battalions, will
participate in the Army
Day parade for the first
time in Jaipur on January
15.

A senior Army officer
confirmed that two Bhai-
rav Battalions will partici-
pate in this year’s parade—
Southern Command’s 2
Bhairav Battalion, known
as the ‘Desert Falcons’,
and South Western Com-
mand’s 4 Bhairav Batta-
lion. The war cry of the 2
Bhairav Battalion is Raja
Ramchandra ki Jai.

On Sunday, the Army
shared a video on its offi-
cial X handle, showcasing
the Bhairav Dbattalions.
Highlighting the Army’s fo-
cus on unmanned warfare,
the officer said, “We are
creating a pool of over one
lakh drone operatives
across the force. These op-
eratives are capable of han-
dling drones and employ-
ing them in real operations

-
R ..

Bhairav Battalions are high-speed, offensive units capable of

executing Special Forces’ tasks at multiple levels. ANI VIDEO GRAB

to target bases and forma-
tions inside the enemy
territory.”

Raised by Army head-
quarters by drawing les-
sons from global conflicts
as well as India’s own oper-
ational experience, includ-
ing the recent Operation
Sindoor, the Bhairav Batta-
lions are designed as high-
speed, offensive units cap-
able of executing Special
Forces’ tasks at multiple le-
vels, depending on opera-
tional requirements, the
officer added.

So far, the Army has

raised 15 Bhairav Batta-
lions, deployed across for-
mations along borders, the
officers said, adding plans
are under way to raise
about 25 such battalions in
total in the near future.

Bridging the gap
The battalions are intend-
ed to bridge the gap bet-
ween Para Special Forces
and regular infantry units,
enabling them to conduct
special operations from
tactical to operational
depth.

“Modern warfare is

changing at a very rapid
pace. Today’s conflicts are
hybrid in nature, and forc-
es must be fully equipped
with modern technology
to meet these challenges,”
the officer added. “The
Bhairav Battalions are part
of force restructuring and
have been raised in line
with new technologies,
evolving thought process-
es, and emerging opera-
tional requirements,” the
officer said.

As part of a broader
transformation, the Army
has also created Rudra Bri-
gades—integrated all-arms
formations combining in-
fantry, mechanised units,
tanks, artillery, special
forces, unmanned aerial
systems, along with dedi-
cated logistics and combat-
support elements.

Additionally, the Artil-
lery, Mechanised Infantry
and Armoured Corps are
being equipped with ad-
vanced capabilities, in-
cluding drones and mod-
ern battlefield systems, to
enhance operational effec-
tiveness in future conflicts.



1) What's the news [ TR RIT &
e India Army’s newly raised modern-warfare force, “Bhairav Battalions,” will make their first
appearance in the Army Day parade in Jaipur on January 15.

WRATT 31 1 98 EYfAh-Tg sHT8 “Ra geifda~a" 15 a3 B STAR | ATHT 8 s 7 gl IR &
il

2) Which units will participate / B1-®17 It gfaca enfie gt
e A senior Army officer said two Bhairav Battalions will participate:
e Southern Command’s 2 Bhairav Battalion (nicknamed “Desert Falcons”)
e South Western Command's 4 Bhairav Battalion
aftss et & STAR < R qerfera Wi a:
e T BHIE B 2 Ra geifdad (3UAT: “237¢ Bieh~a")
o T3 A BHiS B 4 g gerfaad

e The war cry of 2 Bhairav Battalion is “Raja Ramchandra ki Jai."

2 WRa geifcia &1 gg-ART: AT AHTG Bt 519" |



3) Why Bhairav Battalions were raised | WRa geifaa~d &=l 941 T

e The report frames them as high-speed, offensive units built for modern/hybrid warfare, where
conflicts evolve rapidly and forces must be equipped with modern technology.
UE SHISAT daT-T1d aTel MBS (offensive) IfAed €, 52 gsfis/3nef® Ig & v dIR fasam mam g—
STE1 gg & WHY A5l  IGAA & 31 98 ddbAtd 10 8|

e They are described as part of force restructuring, aligned with new technologies, evolving

doctrines/thought processes, and emerging operational requirements.
3¢ B g a1 BT fET gaRIT T —A8 db-ild, Igad fAgid/ard 3R A¢ 3iTAd Admrded &
AU

4) Role & capability / AT 37 ermar
e Bhairav Battalions are designed to execute Special Forces—type tasks at multiple levels, depending
on operational needs.
R4 FeIfcia~T B! WA BRI Y BRI 3T6T-316T TR) UR (I B 3IAR) BRA A g1 TAT 2 |
e They are intended to bridge the gap between Para Special Forces and regular infantry, enabling

special operations from tactical to operational depth.

T 3227 IR Werd B3 3R AW g3bgl & &1 B &MAdT-3TS B WRAT 8, difs Sfaeda & iU
S da fa2ly 3ffaReM fdbg 31T I |



5) Drones & unmanned warfare focus / 819 3R 3= aRBIR R BlHA

« The Army highlighted its push toward unmanned warfare, mentioning creation of a pool of over one
lakh drone operatives capable of handling drones and using them in real operations.
A1 A IR ARG R R GA §U 0 @ A 3Afeias g1 ifRfeed &1 Ia 941 Hl a1d Bel—3i g
Hara 3R aRafae TaReET 7 39U R FHd B

« The narrative implies drones can support operations to target bases/formations inside enemy

territory.
fRatE & AR g BT 3TN GAF &F S Hiar fEHHIBIHRMAT B TRiE B34 3 1l 7 HEQTR 8 Fbal 2|

6) Scale-up plan | fG@R &t AT

« The Army has raised 15 Bhairav Battalions deployed across formations along borders, and plans are

underway to raise about 25 in total in the near future.

A1 3d d® 15 WRa Ferfera TSt a2 gabt & (Hmrad! winert 7 dardt) 3k fFase wiasy § e @i 25 &
G ARGy

7) Broader transformation mentioned | @maa ulRad &1 dgH

« The article also mentions creation of “Rudra Brigades"—integrated all-arms formations combining
infantry, mechanised units, tanks, artillery, special forces, unmanned aerial systems, plus
dedicated logistics and combat support.
f2dE & “og fatga” &1t fFi &—Tel 3ba, Adb1gss gfcw, o, nfEad, Werd BId, 3d=s wRaw
@ 3 udbigd fasar Tan 2, W1 ® difsiicaa/airde Jute wl

» |t adds that Artillery, Mechanised Infantry and Armoured Corps are being equipped with advanced
capabilities including drones and modern battlefield systems for future conflicts.



Q. With reference to the “Bhairav Battalions” mentioned in the report, consider the following

statements:

1. They are high-speed offensive units designed to execute Special Forces—type tasks at multiple levels.
| 3 AT ATt 3BT SHTSAT & S WA BRI 31 B BE TR R PR Abdl |

2. They are intended to bridge the gap between Para Special Forces and regular infantry, enabling
special operations from tactical to operational depth. / ST 3228 IR Werd BIAS 3R fAafia bt &b
T WRAT 8|

3. The report says the Army has already raised 25 Bhairav Battalions and plans to reduce them to 15. /

RUE & IR AT 25 TSt BR ol & 3R §=2 15 dd "M b AT &

Which of the above is/are correct?
A) 1and 2 only

B) 2 and 3 only

C) 1and 3 only

D)1,2and 3
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Countdown to launch of
PSLV-C62 mission begins

The vehicle, carrying an earth observation satellite and 15 ‘co-passengers’ developed by Indian and

overseas customers, is set to lift off at 10.17 a.m today; it is the 105th launch from Sriharikota

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

he 22.5-hour count-
T down to the launch

of the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle (PSLV),
carrying an earth observa-
tion satellite and 15 co-pas-
senger satellites, com-
menced at the Satish
Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota on Sunday.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
is scheduled to launch the
PSLV-C62/EOS-N1 Mission
at 10.17 a.m. on Monday
from the first launch pad of
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre. This will be the
105th launch from Srihari-
kota. It will also be the 64th
flight of the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the
fifth mission of the PSLV-
DL variant.

The 15 co-passenger sa-
tellites have been deve-
loped by start-ups and aca-
demic institutions from
India and abroad. The
EOS-N1 satellite is said to
have been built for strateg-
ic purposes.

“It is a commercial mis-
sion of NewSpace India Li-
mited (NSIL). EOS-N1 and
14 co-passenger satellites

The ISRO said that after the injection of EOS-N1 and 14 satellites, the PS4 stage will be re-started to
de-boost and enter a re-entry trajectory, followed by KID Capsule separation. @isro/X

will be injected into a Sun
Synchronous Orbit and
KID Capsule into a re-entry
trajectory,” the ISRO said.
It added that after the
injection of EOS-N1 and 14
satellites, the PS4 stage will
be re-started to de-boost
and enter a re-entry trajec-
tory, followed by KID Cap-
sule separation. “Both PS4
stage and KID Capsule will
re-enter into Earth's At-
mosphere and impact will

be in the South Pacific
Ocean,” the ISRO said.

The 15 co-passengers
are: Theos-2 earth obser-
vation satellite built jointly
by Thailand and the UK,;
CGUSAT by Dhruva Space
(India); DSUSAT by Dhruva
Space; MOI-1 by Dhruva
Space and Takeme2Space
(India); LACHIT by Dhruva
Space and and Don Bosco
University (India); Thy-
bolt-3 by Dhruva Space;

Munal by Nepal university
Antharkshya  Pratishtan
(Nepal) and MEA, Gol; KID
Capsule by Orbital Para-
digm (Spain) and RIDE!
(France); Edusat by AlltoS-
pace (Brazil); Uaisat by All-
toSpace; Galaxy Explorer
by AlltoSpace; Orbital
Temple by AlltoSpace; Al-
debaran-1 by AlltoSpace;
Sanskarsat by Laxman
Gyanpith (India); and Ayul-
Sat by OrbitAid (India).




e Countdown started: A 22.5-hour countdown has begun for the PSLV-C62 mission at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC), Sriharikota.
PBI3CSI34 2&: sigRdbier Rera Tdler era 3iaRel &g (SDSC) A PSLV-C62 fAeM &1 22.5 Ee &1 BI3cs3H
2[F g3

e Launch time & pad: ISRO is set to launch PSLV-C62 | EOS-N1 mission at 10:17 a.m. from the First
Launch Pad.
oii-g gr/ds: ISRO PSLV-C62 [ EOS-N1 fA2 &1 gag 10:17 93 B diqd 98 I dlid Bl

2) What the rocket carries [ 3¢ oRIT & 31T 38T &

e Main payload: An Earth Observation Satellite: EOS-N1.
& Ueils: gedt 3idaie- 3UUE: EOS-N1|
o Co-passengers: 15 co-passenger payloads developed by Indian and overseas customers (start-
ups and academic institutions are mentioned).
BI-4AR: 15 GE-Aelg, 57 WRd 3R fad2r & g Reré s/ eiftie Jem 2Mfid gd1e 7T |
e EOS-N1 purpose: The report mentions EOS-N1 is built for strategic purposes.
EOS-N1 &1 3824: RUIE & 3R EOS-N1 J0ifd® (strategic) 38231 & fAT gRIT AT &



4) Commercial angle | BHIRIA Y&

e The report describes it as a commercial mission of NewSpace India Limited (NSIL).
391 A 23 NSIL (NewSpace India Limited) &7 SHfR&I fA2A SdT1=—IT T 21

5) Orbit insertion & post-deployment sequence | 3iifde 3iR fEwiame & 91¢ 61 ufsear

e Orbit: EOS-N1 and 14 satellites are planned to be injected into a Sun-Synchronous Orbit (SSO).
Ham: EOS-N1 31k 14 3uyEl &) a4-fGpia siifde (SSO) & enfid fasar smem|

» Re-entry demonstration: The KID Capsule is to be placed into a re-entry trajectory.
&-ugl: KID hge &1 A-Ugh gataet A STaT SIa|

o PS4 stage restart: After injecting EOS-N1 and 14 satellites, the PS4 stage will be re-started to de-
boost, followed by KID Capsule separation.
PS4 &-wré: EOS-N17 14 AedT8ed &l SaRM & 915 PS4 31 B! 81-gFe & v glarT = ré fdsam smam,
iR KID dreget JuReE gnm|

e Impact area: It is mentioned both PS4 stage and KID Capsule will re-enter Earth’s atmosphere and
impact in the South Pacific Ocean.

grlae &F: RUIE & 3 IR PS4 R 3k KID huge A-Ugt & 91¢ a3 dafeae 3iteM | /gl &t



A Mission significancelU6 R K @ S b

A Milestones:This is stated to be th&05th launch from
Sriharikota the 64th flight of PSLYand the5th mission of
the PSLMDL variant. A

0 0H e OBY 0 SU 6 K0T eYRSL\K (64 UBS G, n
j OPSLMDLr YUOKBbr WIOR DO NU KOGV i



A Copassenger list mentioned (highalue
names) /0 Nik] |Kznys 3o & b nimic)
A The report lists cgassengers including:
Theos2 (Thailand;U.K.) multiple payloads
by Dhruva Spacepayloads blltoSpace
(Brazil) Munal (Nepal university + MEA,
Gol) Sansksarat (Laxman Gyanpith, India)
Ayul-Sat (OrbitAid, India)andKID Capsule
(Spain + France partners)

UénzbaK zny$ 3Iba@Theos2
(n0h c@K\) Dhruva Spacé K h

n Y cez AlltoSpace T U S fiKeY Y ez 4
Munal (n Yn@ros Ur h 6@ &6 K 0 6
MEA) Sansksaratge( nRa'n @@ N,
Ayul-Sat (OrbitAid, Indla)J OKID Capsule

( ¥h aBs$al dK A BK i



Topic

SunSynchronous Orbit (SSO)

De-boost

PS4 restart concept

NSIL role

Key idea (English) 6 Ug& 0 'HiNdi)
. . i 0 KOO UL $o63 1
e e st K OK | Kb o § 2
area: yhe s ‘L aH®6 UK SO UYEs K
solar timea ideal for consistent o D PN ’
Earth imager SY kUL 6N nSy
gery. | 1 r 8RN KY Ucli 1
Controlled reduction of orbital K Uu K G VT.K[LV,J,L,NUVFH_ I 0K O
speed/altitude to bring a r- U Kz UnOBUZCN,
stage/object into reentry. ] BF DO né oelnii
Restart capability allows precise 6 §" 0| ¢ 006 NG S$XK Y YVeezt
orbital adjustments and controlled 60 U N éAI- ¥y K I Uoc F ¢
disposal / experiments after ] 6V YL Uy ,Q@ﬁ«TBEII
payload deployment. SBOr SzZNY SFi
Commercial arm that ., Y$ UBRMGIUB Ka
markets/executes space missions K 0 U RcOce Ubd U K Dl B
and services. Ké&nY roagced HKIOIOOI



A With reference to the PSL1X@2/ EOSN1 mission described in the report, consider the following statements:

A The mission is scheduled for liftoff B#:17a.m.from the First Launch Padt Sriharikota. beY19:176 LY " ¢
oeYpyts SzZzn8y i

A EOSN1 and 14 satellitesare planned for injection into SunSynchronous Orbijtwhile theKID Capsulés to be
placed on ae-entry trajectory. / EOSN1+14$ V| Yool $9GZ §,ij O6KIDKy Bdiae] Bl DY L Y b &id
A The report says this is tHg5th launch from Sriharikotaand the5th mission of the PSLDL variant/ O S

105 deYi OPSLVMDLK (br WIOR DO NUO QDG Y |

A Which of the above is/are correct?

A)1land2only

B)2 and3only

C)land3only
D)1,2and3
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Will India soon have 3 new airlines?

Civil Aviation Minister Ram Mohan Naidu Kinjarapu’s recent meeting with the promoters of Shankh Air, Al Hind Air and FlyExpress has rekindled
hopes of new airlines taking to the skies; Air Kerala and TruJet, too, are waiting in the wings

NEWS ANALYSIS

Aneesh Phadnis

il India soon
have three new
airlines? While
the country’s airline star-
tup story so far has been
about big promises and
missed deadlines, Civil
Aviation Minister Ram Mo-

Alr and FlyExpress has re-
kindled hopes of new air-
lines taking to the skies,

India is amongst the fas-
test growing aviation mar-
kets in the world. Govern-
ment schemes like UDAN
have enabled smaller car-
riers Star Alr, India One Alr
and Fly91 to play an impor-
tant role in the country’s
regional connectivity and
there is scope for further
growth, Mr. Naidu said in
his social media post on
December 23,

Alongside Shankh Air,
Al Hind Alr and FlyEx-
press, Air Kerala and Tru-
Jet, 100, are waiting in the
wings. All of them have re-
ceived the ministry's ‘no
objection clearance’ —
some over a year ago — but
have been hamstrung by
their inability to procure
aircraft and delays in rais-
ing funds. However, there
could be some good news
around the corner.

Cautious restart

“We hope to sign a letter of
Intent to lease one Airbus
A320 aircraft this month,”

said Umesh Vankayalapati,
MD of Trujet. Trujet flew

Fresh takeoff: TruJet flew during 201522 before running out of funds; this time around, Managing
Director Umesh Vankayalapati wants to play safe, fiLt proTo

during 2015-22 before run-
ning out of funds; this time
around, Mr. Vankayalapati
wants to play safe. “We
plan to begin operations
with at least three aircraft,
as that will help us in main-
taining schedule reliability
in case of adverse weather
or snags... business can be
viable only if there is a cer-
tain scale. This year we
hope to get five aircraft and
have 20 aircraft In three
years,” he said. Trufet will
be based In Visakhapat-
nam, Andhra Pradesh.

In contrast, Uttar Pra-
desh-based Shankh Air's
chairman, Shravan Kumar
Vishwakarma, seems to be
aman in a hurry.

He told a wire agency on
December 30 that the air-
line is likely to start opera-
tions in the first half of Ja-
nuary, with an initial fleet
of three Airbus aircraft.
The airline will connect
Lucknow with Delhl, Mum-

We hope to sign a letter
of intent to lease one
Airbus A320 aircraft this
month, We plan to begin
operations with at least
three aircraft

UMESH VANKAYALAPATI

MD of Trujen

bai and other metros, Two
days later the airline said it
plans to commence opera-
tions arcund March.

In another lmerview

ar un-
likely. It does not have the

crucial air operator certifi-
cate needed to start com-
mercial operations. There
is no information on its air-
craft deliveries, or pilot hir-
ing, among other things.
Another startup, Al
Hind Air is also on a sticky
wicket with reports of staff
being sent on leave with-
out pay from November 15,
due to delays in securing
regulatory approvals,

Rigorous process
As per norms, companies
seeking civil aviation mi-
nistry NOC for an airline
must have minimum paid-
up capital of ¥-50 crore.
The requirement is 2 crore
for a cargo airline; 5 crore
for scheduled commuter
(regional); and Y50 crore
for scheduled airlines.
Besides sul abu
siness plan to the civil avia-
tion ministry, airlines wait-
ing to launch must secure
security clearance from

the government,

The maore rigorous task,
however, involves securing
an alr operator certificate
(AOC) from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA). Companies have
to prepare manuals on en-

scenarios, ranging from
service recovery following
snags to alrcraft hijack.
The final step is a proving
flight to assess the opera-
tional readiness of the new
airline. While in an ideal
scenario an AOC process
can be completed in six
months, typically it takes
9-12 months.

“We have completed
one step of the DGCA AOC
process and prepared the
required operations ma-
nuals. We will be moving to
our new office this month
and plan to start opera-
tions in the summer sche-
dule. Initially we plan to in-
vest 500 crore in the
airfine,” Mr. Vankayalapati
said.

While domestic passen-
ger growth slowed last year
(around 4% in the first 11
months), the opportunities
are immense. India is the
third largest air transport
market in the world be-

Alr Transport Assoclation

data. Policles like UDAN
have brought air connectiv-
ity 1o ter 2 and 3 towns,
and fuelied the growth am-
bitions of startups,
Aviation sector experts
say startup airlines need to
demonstrate confidence to

That, in tum, calls for a
sound business plan and a
sSirong management team.

"Airtines  don’t make
money until they reach a
certain scale and thus need
to provision for losses.
From a lessor perspective,
the most important ques-
tions are, ‘How will the
startup pay the lease rent'
and ‘What will the cash
flows be like'" says avia-
tion consultant Vishok
Mansingh.

“Start-ups  in  high-
growth markets like India
are logical, but it is going to
be tough, given the market
structure. For a national-le-
vel airline, start-ups would
require close to §1 billion
funding for the first five
years o survive and re-
main relevant,” said Kapil
Kaul, CEO of consultancy
CAPA India,

While Go First's bank-
ruptcy and Spicejet’s chal-
lenges have made lessors
cautlous, larger players
continue to supply planes
to India, Mansingh said.
“Each company has its
own risk appetite based on
its exposure to an airline or
the country,” he remarked.

Wil the newcomers win
lessors’ confidence? We
will have to Jook skywards
for the answer.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)



e TruJet (cautious restart)
e Flew during 2015-22, then ran out of funds; now wants to restart carefully.
e Plan: sign a letter of intent to lease one Airbus A320 this month; start operations with at least 3
aircraft to maintain schedule reliability.
e Target: 5 aircraft this year, 20 aircraft in 3 years; base in Visakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh).
e Also mentions: has completed one step of DGCA AOC process, prepared operations manuals,

plans to start in the summer schedule, and aims to invest about F500 crore initially.

TruJet (Traem-t @ F-wre)

e 2015-22 H 35, R U8 WH; 37d JTaeTT J aTa3|

o ST $F HEM Airbus A320 & f6iT LOI; F31d BH A A 3 faAl J difds sl HIHG 22|

o 8Y: 39 I 5 faH, 3 ATel # 20 fauM; 93 famaEmag-d (3181 wge2n) |

« DGCA AOC YUfshdT &1 Tdb TU TR, 3TURRIT Ao dUR, TR A A B3N bl JNT, QB3d! fAaer
¥500 BAS|



e Shankh Air (ambitious claims, timeline uncertainty)

Chairman said (earlier) operations could start with 3 Airbus aircraft, connecting Lucknow with
Delhi, Mumbai and other metros; later the airline indicated operations may begin around March.
It also talked about flat fares and claimed it is well-funded (even loans from foreign banks).

Yet the report flags that starting operations by early targets looks difficult because it lacks the
crucial AOC (Air Operator Certificate) and there's no clear info on aircraft deliveries/pilot hiring.
Shankh Air (98 gId, eIgHASA 3fAfedd)

3 Airbus faaMY & F31Td, TEASH—TGowi/Hds d 31T Agl BAde B4 bl d1d; 91g A A & /U™

B 3ATd BT Hdbd |

"Tte BhaR” 3R wign/fadeft d &ila & e

fi5R Mt RAE & AR fd41 AOC & B 3Td BféA; fanT fEafteadt/arree g R Wsear 9g]|

e Al Hind Air (regulatory delays hurting operations readiness)

Report mentions staff being sent on leave without pay from Nov 15, linked to delays in securing
regulatory approvals.

Al Hind Air (et &3 T 313R)

15 FareR A L6 P! {41 dd9 gt IR AT 31 FeR—Ieded At A 38 A g1 JPd|



@ 1. Core Reasons for Airline Losses | TIRATS U1 &b H&I BROT

A. Extremely High Fixed Costs | 9gd 391aT 1T &l

e Aircraft purchase/lease, maintenance, insurance

o Staff salaries (pilots, cabin crew, engineers)
BHARRY Bt Hat e

e Airport charges, parking, landing fees

QIRUIE Q[<h

&4 Even if planes fly half-empty, costs remain almost same.

& ameht e @ret 8 9 v AT T gt gt 2

B. Fuel Cost Volatility | $&/9 &} SiHdl & VRt 3dR-TgE
e Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) = 30-45% of total cost

e Fuel prices depend on global crude oil + geopolitics

& fEwe T, Afdsa $&F WM = THIH

C. Price Wars & Thin Margins | fé®e gg 3tk &0 gATHT

e Passengers choose cheapest ticket, not airline brand

e Low-cost carriers force price cuts

&4 Average global airline margin: 2-4% only



@ 2. Why Some Airlines Still Make Profits? | % TaRAEH gATH ¥ 3 87

Profitable airlines usually have:

Scale (large fleets & networks)

Strong domestic markets

Ancillary revenue (baggage, seat selection, loyalty programs)
Fuel hedging & cost control

Cargo + passenger mix

D. Cyclical Demand & Shocks | 3/@TH® 3cdh

* Pandemics (COVID-19), wars, terrorism

« Economic slowdown reduces air travel

&4 Demand crashes instantly, costs don't

E. Heavy Debt & Leasing | 11 &1

« Most airlines don't own aircraft - lease payments in USD
« Currency depreciation hurts non-US airlines

F. Regulatory & Tax Burden | 2o 3k fAam

« High aviation taxes (especially in India, Europe)
* Environmental costs (carbon taxes, green fuel mandates)




Airline Country

Ryanair Ireland

Business Model

Ultra LowCost

Why Profitable

Lowest costs, high
aircraft utilization

Delta Air Lines

United Airlines

Full Service

Full Service

Strong domestic
demand, loyalty
revenue

Global network +
premium passengers

Emirates

Southwest Airlines

Full Service

LowCost

Hub advantage, lonrg
haul dominance

Fuel hedging, simple
operations







