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* “Don’t study for hours, study for impact. A single
focused hour with full attention is worth more than a
distracted day.”
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Kerala to float
medical cover
for

Trump, Modi signal trade talks may resume

Both leaders to speak directly in the ‘upcoming
weeks’, which could restart ruptured relations

Subasini Haidar
NEW DELHI
rade negotiations
between India and

the U.S. are set to
resume, President Donald

the fall deadline for the
deal”, referring to the com-

mitment made by
leaders at their White
Fovis mant Tl ebruary.

p was the first
1o pos‘l. overnight on Truth

. four days after he
told at the

as
he and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi exchanged
cordial messages on social

media.

The leaders will speak
directly in the “upcoming
weeks”, which could indi-
cate a restart to relations
that were ruptured over
the imposition of 50% ta-
riffs on India, demands for
india to stop importing
Russian ofl, and conflicting

iates

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM
The Kerala government will
float a medical insurance.
cover
and wizhin

cashless medi

in Kerala. » PAGE 3

EC holds meet to
plan nationwide
voter list revision

NEW DELHI
The Election Commission (EC)
o a

revision [SIR] of voter lists, The
Election Commission was.
planning to roll cut the SIR
across the country with &
single schedule, as of now,
sources in the poll body

said. % PAGE S

were “still on track to meet

White House that India-
U.S. tensions were “noth-
ing to worry about™.
“I am pleased to an-
nounce that India and US.
are continuing negotia-
tions to address Trade Bar-
riers between our two Na-
tions,” Mr. Trump said.
1100l kforward(ospeak-
ing with my good
friend, Prime Ministet Alo-

Ing a “successful conclu-

sion™ for both countries.
Hours later, Mr. Modi

quoted the US. President’s

tiations will pave the way
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mfluential Senators in the
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Nepal Army takes charge,
as an uneasy calm returns
after days of violent unrest

Sanjeev Satgain
KATHMANDU

An uneasy calm returned
0 Nepal on Wednesday af-
days of protests led
Gen-Z members which
resulted i the deaths of

country from early Wed-
nesday. in accordance with
the decision taken by the
Army leadership in consul-
tation with President Ram
indra 1 late on

Smoke billows out from a hotel, which was set on fire by protesters

protest in

ministraion.  Some
backing former Chief Jus-
tice sushila Karki, while
others support Balendra

mandu. Pr
ered in front of the Army
in

NEW DELSI

Chief Justice of India B.R.
Gavai, heading a five judge

Presidential _ Reference
Bench, on Wednesday
pointed to Governors sit-

wh
over Bills for four years.”
Chief justice Gavai asked

The Reference had fol-
lowed an April 8 judgment

of the court in the Tamil
Nadu Governor case,
which prescribed a three-

timeline for the Pre-
sident and the Governor to

for four years, since 2020.

“Act collaboratively”
Mr. Mehta reasoned the
Centre was not justifying
Gavemors delaying assent
to Bills “endlessly”. He had
only meant to say s

State and &s ernor
must act “collaboratively™
to ensure the smooth

both parties (State and Go-

m sign
Bills put before him for
assent.

“The Governor cannot
be reduced to an ornamen-
tal head of State. We may
have had some aberra-
tions, but for the past 55

years, every Governor has
acted in a way expected of
in a collaborative
Mehta

He objected to the argu-
ment by non-BJP-ruled
States that instances of Go-
vernors delaying Bills had
increased after the NDA go-

after 2014.

raised by the President in
the Referenc

Justice P.S. Narasimha
tested the Centre’s submis-
séon that the moment a Go-
vernor withheld assent to a

SC flags Governors sitting on Bills for years
as Central govt. terms dispute a ‘false alarmy’

Bill in the first instance un-
der Article 200, the pro-
posed law would fail. The
judge aske a Bil
passed by both Houses of
the State legislature, after
due consultation, could be
l:uled by the solitary action

(_-wvexnor ‘withhold-
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Trump, Modi signal trade talks may resume

Both leaders to speak directly in the ‘upcoming
weeks’, which could restart ruptured relations

Suhasini Haidar

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

rade negotiations
T between India and

the U.S. are set to
resume, President Donald
Trump has announced, as
he and Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi exchanged
cordial messages on social
media.

The leaders will speak
directly in the “upcoming
weeks”, which could indi-
cate a restart to relations
that were ruptured over
the imposition of 50% ta-
riffs on India, demands for
India to stop importing
Russian oil, and conflicting
versions on the Operation
Sindoor ceasefire.

While no date has been
announced for the formal
resumption of talks for a
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA), government sources
said on Wednesday they
were “still on track to meet

the fall deadline for the
deal”, referring to the com-
mitment made by both
leaders at their White
House meet in February.

Mr. Trump was the first
to post overnight on Truth
Social, four days after he
told presspersons at the
White House that India-
U.S. tensions were “noth-
ing to worry about”.

“l am pleased to an-
nounce that India and U.S.
are continuing negotia-
tions to address Trade Bar-
riers between our two Na-
tions,” Mr. Trump said.

“Ilook forward to speak-
ing with my very good
friend, Prime Minister Mo-
di, in the upcoming
weeks,” he added, promis-
ing a “successful conclu-
sion” for both countries.

Hours later, Mr. Modi
quoted the U.S. President’s
post on social media plat-
form X, saying that he was
“confident that trade nego-
tiations will pave the way

Q India, US. [are]
continuing
negotiations to
address trade barriers.
Look forward to
speaking with my very
good friend
' Modi...
© e certainof
é ’,-\ } successful
1 =N q
.. = conclusion

' DONALD TRUMP
U.S. President

for unlocking the limitless
potential of the India-U.S.
partnership”.

“Our teams are working
to conclude these discus-
sions at the earliest,” Mr.
Modi said, adding that he
too looked forward to the
call with Mr. Trump.

“We are in active dia-
logue with the U.S.,” Com-
merce Minister Piyush
Goyal said. Speaking at an

Countries still on track to meet the fall deadline for
a deal, a commitment that was made in February

Q Teams working
to conclude
discussions at the

earliest. Looking
forward to speaking
with Trump... will
work together to
secure more
prosperous

future...

NARENDRA

MODI

Prime
Minister

event organised by the
Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry on Wednesday,
he said that no business
partnership or friendship
could be “one-sided”.
Asked how the trade
talks were brought “back
on track”, government offi-
cials pointed to a number
of initiatives by New Delhi
to Washington, including

by Indian Ambassador to
the U.S. Vinay Kwatra, who
has met nearly 30 U.S. Re-
presentatives and about 10
influential Senators in the
past month, apart from
think tanks, media organi-
sations, and State depart-
ment officials, even as De-
fence and Space exchanges
continued “as normal”.

India also hosted three
U.S. lawmakers, including
Brian Fitzpatrick, who had
earlier moved a Bill calling
for heavy sanctions on In-
dia for its dealings with
Russia during the Ukraine
Wwar.

According to a Washing-
ton-based source, a “high-
level” Indian outreach was
also made to U.S. Secretary
of State Marco Rubio in late
August, proposing a return
to the FTA negotiations.

According to the source,
the White House said that
the “ball is in India’s
court”, referring to an
elimination or at least a re-

duction in India’s import of
oil from Russia.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry declined to respond
to a written request from
The Hindu about the al-
leged outreach to Washing-
ton by a senior member of
the government, but it did
not deny the claim either.

India has thus far reject-
ed U.S. calls to cut Russian
oil, asserting it as a “sove-
reign decision” based on
market positions.

‘No official directions’
India’s oil importers and
major public sectors un-
dertakings (PSU) said there
have been “no official di-
rections” on future pur-
chases from Russia, which
amounted to 2 million bpd
(barrels per day) in August.
However, a senior offi-
cial in one of the top oil im-
porting Indian companies,
told The Hindu that “no
new orders” had been
placed for Russian oil by

Dialogue with the U.S. continues and ties could
not be one-sided, says Union Minister Goyal

his company in September
so far.

“The oil that has so far
entered the country from
Russia has been from those
orders that were placed be-
fore the additional tariffs
were imposed. The oil that
will come in November will
be orders placed in Sep-
tember,” the official, who
asked not to be named,
explained.

Sources also said there
was still no clarity on
whether Mr. Trump would
travel to India for the Quad
summit later this year.

However, officials on
both sides indicated that
his likely visit to South Ko-
rea for the Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Forum
(APEC) on October 31 and
November 1, where he is
expected to meet Chinese
President Xi Jinping, could
serve as a potential precur-
sor to a broader Asia tour
that may include other
countries.



Diplomatic Engagement
* |ndian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra has engaged with nearly 30 U.S. lawmakers and about 10
Senators on the issue.
» India also hosted U.S. lawmakers and defense officials, signaling that cooperation continues “as
normal” despite disputes.
Oil Imports from Russia
» Public sector oil companies clarified that no new orders for Russian oil were placed after
additional U.S. sanctions in September.
» Existing orders placed before sanctions continue, with deliveries expected in November.
Global Diplomacy Context
 Trump may travel to India later this year for the G-20 summit.
» Modi likely to visit the U.S. for the APEC summit in San Francisco (Oct 31 - Nov 1), where he

will also meet Chinese President Xi Jinping.
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Nepal Army takes charge,
as an uneasy calm returns
after days of violent unrest

Sanjeev Satgainya
KATHMANDU

An uneasy calm returned
to Nepal on Wednesday af-
ter two days of protests led
by Gen-Z members which
resulted in the deaths of
over two dozen people,
even as the Army took con-
trol of security and issued
restrictive orders and a
night-time curfew.

Soldiers fanned out
across capital Kathmandu
and other regions of the
country from early Wed-
nesday, in accordance with
the decision taken by the
Army leadership in consul-
tation with President Ram
Chandra Poudel late on
Tuesday, following K.P.
Sharma Oli's resignation as
Prime Minister.

After 19 people were
killed in police firing on
Monday, when Gen Z took
to the streets demanding
“an end to corruption and
misgovernance”, the prot-
ests turned violent on
Tuesday. Demonstrators
torched major government
buildings. The Ministry of
Health and Population, ina
statement, updated the
death toll to 30, with 1,033
people receiving treatment
at various hospitals.

With no clear structural
leadership among the
Gen-Z protesters, the next
course of action remains
unclear. Protester groups
held meetings with Nepal
Army Chief Gen. Ashok Sig-
del on Tuesday evening
and Wednesday to discuss
possible next steps.

Disagreement ~ has
emerged among the Gen-Z
campaigners, who have
been holding internal dis-
cussions on the digital plat-
form Discord, over who
should lead an interim ad-

Smoke billows out from a hotel, which was set on fire by protesters
amid the violent protest in Kathmandu on Wednesday. a1

ministration. Some are
backing former Chief Jus-
tice Sushila Karki, while
others support Balendra
Shah, the Mayor of Kath-
mandu. Protestors gath-
ered in front of the Army
headquarters in Kathman-
du late on Wednesday, af
ter failing to reach a con-
sensus. Ms. Karki is widely
seenasa cleanand upright
figure who could have
broad public acceptance.
Mr. Shah, who is popular
among Nepali youth, has
already set a precondition
that Parliament should be
dissolved first.

Flights resume
Tribhuvan  International
Airport in Kathmandu res-
umed operations from
Wednesday afternoon after
remaining shut for over 24
hours.

In view of the spiralling
protests on Tuesday, it was
widely expected that the
Army would step in imme-
diately. But the consulta-
tion between the President
and the Army leadership
only began late that even-
ing. The Army, which said
it was taking over security
from Tuesday night, start-
ed deploying soldiers on
the streets only on Wed-

morming.

Meanwhile, local media

reported that Ravilakshmi
Chiratkar, wife of former
Prime Minister Jhala Nath
Khanal, is undergoing
treatment after being in-
jured in an arson attack at
their residence. Earlier
false rumours of her death
spread on social media.

As soon as the Army
took control of security on
Wednesday, it faced the
challenge of preventing in-
mates of the Dillibazaar
prison, in the heart of
Kathmandu, from fleeing
custody. The prison break
began on Tuesday after Ra-
biLamichhane, chiefof the
Rastriya Swatantra Party,
was “released” from Nakk-
hu prison on the outskirts
of Kathmandu, citing se-
curity reasons.

Officials estimated that
close to 1,500 inmates fled
the prison. While the Army
managed to secure the Dil-
libazaar prison, over 3,000
inmates from the Bhadra
Detention Center in Kath-
mandu have escaped.
(Sanjeev Satgainya is a
Jjournalist based in Kath-
mandu)

RELATED REPORT
»PAGE4
EDITORIAL
»PAGES
DATAPOINT
»PAGES



Violent Protests

e Triggered by Gen Z members’ demonstrations.
e Led to over 24 deaths and 1,033 injuries.

e Escalated after police firing killed 19 protesters
on Monday.

Army Intervention

e Deployed across Kathmandu and other regions
on Wednesday.

e Declared night-time curfew and restrictive
orders.

e Took control after PM K.P. Sharma Oli resigned
following unrest.




Leadership Dispute

e No clear consensus on next Prime Minister.
e Names in contention:

e Sushila Karki (former Chief Justice) — seen as
clean & upright.

e Balen Shah (Mayor of Kathmandu) — popular
among youth.
e Opposition parties demanding Parliament
dissolution.

Protester Demands

e Action on corruption and misgovernance.
e Broad-based leadership acceptable to the public.




Law & Order Prison Breaks Civilian Safety
Breakdown

e Over 3,000 inmates e Attacks on property:
escaped from multiple hotels, government
jails. buildings, private

e Dillibazaar prison houses.

(Kathmandu) saw a e High-profile attack on
major breakout. the residence of

e Government cited former PM Jhala Nath
“security reasons” for Khanal (his wife

losses. injured).



Economic & Logistical Impact

Flights Suspended

e Tribhuvan International Airport shut for
over 24 hours.

e Flights resumed on Wednesday evening.

Tourism Hit

e Hotel burnings and violent protests
threaten Nepal’s already fragile tourism
economy (=7% of GDP).
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TIRUCHI

The Tiruchi city police
have granted conditional

The policy is

services of up to 35 lakh to

campaign of Tamilaga Vet-
tri Kazhagam (TVK) foun-
der and acton Vijay at M-
rakkadai  junc

September 13.
Mr. Vijay is scheduled to

begin a State-wide

from Teruchi on that day.

a vehicle will be from 10.35
a.m. to 11 am. on Septem-

THIRU

he Kerala govern-

ment will floac an

exclusive medical
insurance policy providing
health cover for Keralites
abroad and within the
country. The policy is also

hospitals in the country,
ing 470 hospl-
tals in Ker:

to

ina

Care assured

The basic detais of the medical insurance scheme for Keralites.
)

Frving within the country and sbr

® Roticy offers 15 lakh cashless

e in over 17,000

in the State; it will provide cashless medical
of over 17000 hospitals in India

rance cuvew is too

ALAPPUZHA

Demintrary ta'thuter atiack
i the

rsmunist
Parey of India (CPI) general
secretary D. Raja has sasd.

ng
of 213,400 for a

family unit of four, includ-
ing two children, says Mr.

with & 213,
famity of four

hes family. The

Pactail s batetie cver: aa-

on  Keralites

hroad and. within the
country.

Ajith  Kolassery,

Executive Officer of NoR-

cy is ex-

Chief

fordable medical care and
insurance mrage in the
country. The NoRKA-Roots

2 Bedd agency under the

the dele-
gates” conference during
the CP1 State meet in Alap-
puzha on Wednesday, Mr.
Raja, referring to Bihar,
said that people’s right to
vote was being “snatched

away:~
“The Election Commis-

sion b

D.Raja

as a nation was facing
grave threats. “The right-

No age bar for
all_ non-resident

rhel'ghl!ov\xeﬁwaﬂdlg-
in B

KA-Roots can join the
cy. while there is no age
for

constitutional body. It
should act as a neutral bo-
dy and

ment of Non-} mm Ker-
alites Affairs (NORKA).
In countries like United

children.
The global launch of

people’s
right to vote. Unfortunate-
Iy, it has failed to ensure

India into a fascist SZIQ.
are working

change the character of the

lndhn State and make it a

an electoral force in the
country, Mr. Raja called for

CHENNAL
A group of 12 women con-
servancy workers have
filed a joint writ petition in
the Madras High Court

seeking a tion to the
State Human Rights Com-
mission to hold an inquiry
into police excesses while
quelling their protest out-

fore first  Division
Bench of Chief Justice Ma-
nl Shri:

ber 13. Assurance. offers a pe: KA-Roots, said the project. NoRKA Care will be done | dree and fair elections;” he ious introspection on n for Women to
The roadshow has not | nal accident claim of 10 NoRKA Care, aimed to Kingdom and a.the by Chief Minister Pinarayi how to strengthen the | probe into alleged sexual

been allowed. 1akh to the Insured or his/ bring all expats under af-  waiting period for insu-  Vijayan on September 22 et Raja said that India by the police.
Police sources said one The litigants further

of the was that to the

tance of
drinking water at the ve-
nue. y me rs and

Vedan held, police yet to verify
allegations in second complaint

alam rapper Hiran-
own by his

the second day of interro-

Vedan was released on
ball after eting

very confident, you all
don T ha\! to worry. [ will

as he
had alneady been granted
in the

roce:
in its normal course,” the
officer said.

ng once I'm

free twil keep perform-

ing~ A police acer sald

the statement of the com-

plainant was yet t be re-
rded and

<o further acton
taken only after
verifying the

egations in
the complaint. “We have

Police deport Pakistani national
who was illegally staying in India

HYDERABAD

A Pakistani national, who
liegally staying in In-
d.i.n for e decade
by llydemh.ld
pdln:e -meshy offi
confiemed. .
Muha: Usman
allas e m tkram, 48,

on email, but we have not

d\e Attari border in Pun-

unlawfully entered India

2024. After due coordina-

sexual
harassment took place
when the women conser-
vancy workers were forcs

and Arlyalur should be ad- | garion, a top police officer Comingout of the police  received any reply.” the of- Station (CCS), Hyde- 150 deportations already | into buses for belng de-
hered to. said. station, Vedan said, “I'm T sadd. Amwd.lrg to police, he rabad, T 7. carried out. tained in marr

-+ -
INBRIEF restivecrafting Karnataka BJP chief
= &3

Police handedness:
Cor rotests rock Kerala
‘The Congress over “polic

, custodial torture,

i
Joseph. MLA, g ated

the Congr
the Kunnumiulam police station in

Sunny
ess march to
Thrissur.

FIR against Facebook user
for disrespecting Gandhi

FIR

pol
a Facebook account holder for al
Gandhi in his post on

Monday, boal

account “Akhanda Hindustan™, charging him

tmider Secilon 66/(C) Olenifiy thefi) of the IT. Act
and also under Section 3:

54 (coerced or

f BNS for

ingo
further investigation.

HC refuses to interfere with
KU

S

nsion

The Kerala High Court on Wednesday refused to
suspension rsity

interfere with the

Lhe

mar

l‘ollowing a row aver

“Bharat Matha' at an event.
ca g

Navratri is

seeks judicial probe
into Maddur violence

MYSURD

dulged In stone pelting
dunng Sunday’s proces-

BIP
BY. Viayendra, on Wed-
nesday, criticised the State

on
during the Ganesha festival
procession in Maddur. He
bt 2 inquiry in-
to the marter.
Speaking to <
sons in Maddur, Mr. Vi-
Jeyencion st thinkthe foaal
ligence

et a.nﬂ:lpa(ed
the violence and deployed
adequate se
sures to thwart it. He chal-

the State govern-
ment to the
provisions of the Goonda
Act against those who in-

oy mgs-ued against the
Hindus,

statements
‘was a minor incident, Mr.
Viayendra urged the form-

er to pay a visit to Maddu:
to_apprice himself of he

Aaedis of iha opposi-
ton in the Asse:
Ashok. spoke in a s.lml.lar

HC sets guidelines
for issuing FIRs over
social media posts

Marri Ramu.
HYDERABAD

“The Telangana High Court,
on Wednesday, set guide-
1ines for poli and
judicial officers to deal
with cases relating to social
me: posts, quashing
three cases registered
agal a BRS activist over
his

Durgam
Shashidhar Goud, said that
such guldelines were ne-
cessary to prevent invok-

ing of criminal action me-
-

ally or arbitrarily.
“in the absence of statu-

The fist guideline by
the judge said that police
authorities must ensure
the

grieved” to lodge a com-

plaint.
Before issuing the FIR,
T

Congress is trying to buy votes in
Jubilee Hills bypoll, alleges BRS

HYDERABAD

Bharat

black money allegedly ex-
torted from bullders under
the guise "HYDRAA'
el
Maessmg e Ak
math N
7S’ mecting ofju.hlke prie

the police of
duct a preliminary inquiry
0 ascertain if prima facie a
case was made out.

vedn \esday, Mr.
ald people are disili-
the Congress,

Siomed st
e |

%
KT Rama Rac

which has fafled to fulfill its
promises and is shifting
thie blaime o & the dehes
due to its ciency.

ng the govern-
ment of using HYDRAA

er, Tirupati Reddy, in Dur-
gam Che
A

ch
3 by the 14th of
this month, reminding vo-

in Bandipur
Tiger Reserve

The Hindu
MYSURU

An el was eles
<cuted when it came in con-
tact with a live electric wire

He
structed that missing or
unlisted BRS supporters®
wvotes must be tracked and
registered fmmediately.

-+




Kerala govt. plans medical
insurance for expatriates

The policy is expected to enhance medical tourism in the State; it will provide cashless medical

services of up to 35 lakh to non-resident Keralites in a network of over 17000 hospitals in India

Dhinesh Kallungal
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

he Kerala govern-

ment will float an

exclusive medical
insurance policy providing
health cover for Keralites
abroad and within the
country. The policy is also
expected to enhance medi-
cal tourism in the State.

The insurance policy
will provide cashless medi-
cal services of up to Z5 lakh
to non-resident Keralites in
a network of over 17,000
hospitals in the country, in-
cluding around 470 hospi-
tals in Kerala.

The policy, to be jointly
launched by the New India
Assurance, offers a perso-
nal accident claim of 10
lakh to the insured or his/

Care assured

The basic details of the medical insurance scheme for Keralites
living within the country and abroad

® Policy offers 5 lakh cashless
medical services in over 17,000
hospitals nationwide

H |t provides 10 lakh personal
accident cover, aiding seven million
, Keralites worldwide

® Policy covers pre-existing diseases
with a 313,400 premium for a
family of four

her family. The policy is ex-
pected to benefit over se-

ven million Keralites
abroad and within the
country.

Ajith Kolassery, Chief
Executive Officer of NoR-
KA-Roots, said the project,
NoRKA Care, aimed to
bring all expats under af-

fordable medical care and
insurance coverage in the
country. The NoRKA-Roots
is a field agency under the
State government’s Depart-
ment of Non-Resident Ker-
alites Affairs (NoRKA).

In countries like United
Kingdom and Canada, the
waiting period for insu-

rance coverage is too long
and the cost of medical
cover too high.

The new policy offers in-
surance coverage for all
pre-existing diseases with-
out any waiting period at a
premium of 13,400 for a
family unit of four, includ-
ing two children, says Mr.
Kolassery.

No age bar for children
Further, all non-resident
Keralites in the age group
of 18 to 70 with an identity
proof issued by the NoR-
KA-Roots can join the poli-
cy, while there is no age
restriction for dependent
children.

The global launch of
NoRKA Care will be done
by Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on September 22.



Exclusive Medical Insurance Policy

For Keralites abroad and within India.

Offers X5 lakh cashless medical services in 17,000+ hospitals nationwide
(including 470 in Kerala).

Jointly launched by Kerala Govt. & New India Assurance.

Additional Benefits

%10 lakh personal accident cover.

Covers all pre-existing diseases with no waiting period.

Premium: X13,400 annually for a family of 4 (parents + 2 children).

No age bar for dependent children.




. Beneficiaries

Over 7 million Keralites abroad (mainly in Gulf, US, UK, Canada).

Non-Resident Keralites (NRKs) aged 18—-70 years can enroll using
NoRKA ID card.

Scheme executed by NoRKA-Roots, field agency of Dept. of Non-
Resident Keralites Affairs (NoRKA).

3. Objectives & Significance

Affordable Medical Care: Reduce high cost of treatment for
expatriates & dependents.

Medical Tourism Boost: Encourage NRKs to use Kerala hospitals.

Social Security Measure: Safety net for expatriates who lack
insurance abroad.



N W\ \gﬂ’m

Official launch: September 22, by Kerala CM
Pinarayi Vijayan.

Target countries: UK, Canada, Gulf nations.




Kerala is known for its
large diaspora
(especially in Gulf
countries since 1970s
oil boom).

Kerala contributes
significantly to India’s
remittance inflow

(~20% of India’s total).

Remittances from
expatriates = ~19% of Economic & Social
Kerala’s GSDP, among Aspects
highest in India.

High dependency on
Gulf countries makes
NRKs vulnerable during

global crises (e.g.,
COVID-19 layoffs).

Healthcare initiatives
strengthen state—
diaspora bonds and
soft power projection.



* Kerala has better health
indicators than Indian average:

* Infant Mortality Rate (IMR):
6 per 1,000 live births
(India average = 27).

 Life Expectancy: 75 years
(India average = 70).

e Strong healthcare infrastructure
makes it a hub for medical tourism
(esp. Ayurveda + modern
medicine).
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22 Nepal prisoners
escape amid unrest,
nabbed at UP. border

NEW DELHI

At least 22 inmates, who

lapse of the government
there, were apprehended

hastra See 1
(558) along the Nepal-Utar
Pr border on W
nesday, a senlor govern-
ment sa

the armhe Torees of Nepal
with the SSB. They are at
present in the custody of
the Uttar Pradesh Police,
the official sasd.
Thousands of prisoners
are said to have escaped in
Nepal following the mas-

Nepal to India had substan-
tially fallen et e et
feww imposed by the Army.

Nepal and India share
an open border, and resi-
dents of the nelghbouring
country are allowed enl:ry
without visas and
ports "o dlocumcnta,
including driving licences,
and government lssued 15
cards, among othe

“Tie armed fomes of
Nepal have shared the Hist
of inmates who fled the
prisons in Nepal, and we

1lg11ms stranded in Nepal

tourists take refuge in hotels in Kathmandu and Pokhara

ina border;
as they wail lbr situation to ease; State governments wurkmg wlh mernal Affairs Ministry to bring back people and reassure families of their safety

Air India and IndiGo to
operate special flights

on the Nepal-China border.
A large number of Indian
tourists are also stranded

in Kathmandu, Pokhara
and other locations across
Nepal where the months
fron mber
the

e esered o be

unable to enter Nepal and
most of them are facing
problems due to a lack of

“illegal forelgners~ and
they would be caught and
Jailed, another govern-

sald. The U.P.
wolice is Hkely to register 4
case the DIE ers
and I 2025

against the escapaes the
offscial said.

The SSB, a Central
armed police force, guards
the 1751-km border with
MNepal, and the 699-km In-
dia-Bhutan border. The of
ficial explained that the
movement of people from

officlal said, adding that
the number of such esca-
pees < could go up in the
coming days.

"The offtdal said no addi-
tional had

had been moved closer to
the border, and other pos-
sible points had been forei-
fied along with the usual
entry points. A warch is be-
ing kept on the possible in-
fix of people if the situa-
tion deteriorated in the

re-

sources.
Sridhar, a pilgrim from
Andhra Pradesh, told The
Hindu that the situarion
‘was dire as many had fal-
len sick and were in need
of urgent medical atten-
tion. “We Govern-
ment of india m help us as
there are hundreds of us
hese and the Nepal border
Is not yet open.” Mr. srid-

e Mmlsrry of External
Affairs said in an advis

ce “necessary care and
precautions” and follow
m auth-

wron
Affairs Minister S. Jalshan-

kar seeking urgent intes-
vention to ensure the safe
evacuation of a group of

ists Kerala
swranded in

pokhara.
1n the letter, Mr. Vijayan
sald that the antigovern-

where most of the visitors
from Kerala, including se-
nior citizens, were staying.
Interventions should be

it ot Trikuvan,
Wiednescsy, $abomairg  closure due to cuil un

to, urgently bring
|I|Emhsdl|nme safely, he

= Bengal Chief Minis-

were under way 1o bring
back tourists from the
State, who have been
stranded wviolence -hit
Nepal.

“We are also making ar-
rangements from the State
government. Y¥ou

there for one or two more

wouble,”  Ms.
est

for returning

Several tourisss from Te-
langana have been strand-
ed in Kathmandu after the
shut _down.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Alr India and IndiGo will

rnoon.
“Many home-bound

passengers were unable to
return from

for Civil Aviation K.

International Alrport
resumed flight operations
and various airlines

With the opening of the
operation in

flight services from
Thursday.

€ Sal n a husiness
trip. We ook a 25-minute
flight to Pokhara from
there and came back. We

“As of now, we are safe
and confined to our hotel.
There is no problem with

we noticed a hotel about
500 ya away being
burred down,” he sakd.

The

vernment is making all ef-
to ensure the safe re-
fturn of tourists from the
sState stranded in Nepal,
Depury Chief Minkster Ajit
Pawar said.
“Our top priority is to
every tourlst from
Maharashira back  hom,
safely and to reassure their
families. There Is no need
for_anyone to panic,” he
sald.

According to prelimin-
ary information, around
100 tourists from Thane,
Pune, Mumbal, Latur and
mnapur districts are cur-
in Nepal.

rport was
“We arrived in

‘Duped by agent, 15 Indians pinned
down in Ukraine-Russia war zone’

NEW DELHI

Two Indian ionals have
ot The Tindu thar they

thon workers but ended up

in the war zone, the two

men said on telephone

from Selydave in Ukraine.
claime

Russia
Ky trvam i the Dometek re.
glon, in November 2024.
Aresponse from the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry s
awaited. The Russian Em-

Laft in larch: The recrats are repartedly being fored to senve on
thee RuSSian sicle. VIED GRAR: SPECIAL ARRANGEVE!

months ago and was pur-

stead asked to sign papers

and enlise in the Russian

Army. | came £o the camp
AUZUSE 20

Ministry Thas lsused geveral

les cautioning 1
dians from falling prey o
suc

b jobs.
Sumis Sharma, 22, a re-
sident of Jammu, sald he
came to Bussia around six

guJ e malls 1o the Indian
Moscow but no

he'lp ‘had reached fhem.
re are 15 Indians
here. some were taken to
the war zone further ahead
and at least four are mis-

sing. We are hearing that
have

to a forward post has not
been reachable for the past

He said his mother lived
in Punjab and before com-
ing to Russia, he used to
tend to his felds.

added it was working in
“clase with

Asked why he did not
pay heed to advisories by
the Indian goves
Mr. Sharma said

the camp released a video
in Punjabi where they are
seen u the Bharatiya

student viss, is also among
those swuck in the war

“Seven of us have been
kept In @ Building in Uk
raine. They are saying they

will

Indian authorities to help
discharge Indian nationals
recruited for the war in Uk-
raine.

ernal Affairs Mi-

the Russian side.

location tomorrow. A resi-
dent of Rajasthan who had

«come with us and was sent

jobs as sec
ty helpers bt were forced
o fght alon, & Rus-

stan mi

Navy strengthens maritime
ties with France, Mauritius
through joint exercises

The Hindu Buresu
FEW DELHI

Ships of the Indian Navy's

first  training  squadron

(TS}, INS Tir and ICGS Sa-
arrived at R

tius, on September 8, as

French Navy ship F5 Nivase:
with a ‘passage exerc
The visit features profes

eractions, inchud-

Jolne diving exercises, and
sports feaures, furthering
the India-France naval
partnership. The senior of-
ficer of the 175, also called
on the French Naval

The INS Shardul con-
ducted joint patralling and
Exclusive Economic
Sirvellance with MEGS

#ory and a Mauritius
Coast Guard Dornier, be-
fore arriving ar

Duuring the part call, the

NS Sheredl, 3 land
Louis in Mauritius. xgisnussy

Commanding Officer _of
s Shardul met the senior
reaf-

ship tank of the an

i Hanwy, arrives st Port

dian Navy's latest indige-
nous gubded missile des-

troyer, mission

firming the the north . par-
must and professional ticipated in 3 exer-

cooperation cise with IT5 Cate Duilio,
and Msurlll\ls the Dndlan an Andrea Doria class des-
MNavy said. troyer of the Italian Navy,

The concurrent port of
ealls of the 1TS highlight In-
ddia's commitment to “mar-

and

on seprembes .

re-
gional  stability, aliged
with the vislon of MAHA-
SAGAR", and ihe indian
Nawys ends

ding brld.ges o B

The INS Surar, the In-

SC upholds
HC order to

lodge FIR
against two
ex-CBI officers

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
wednesday upheld a Delhi

High Court decision to
lndge firss information re-
ports (FIRs) against two

of the officers on deputa-
tion 1o CBL" the court rea-
soned.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Pankaj Mithal, howev-

Hiamal courtesies at sea.

Umar Khalid moves
SC against bail denial

EW DELHI

Former JNU sdent leader
Umar Khalid has

Court Division

Bench had dismissed the

bail pleas of Mr. Khalid,

sharjeel Imam, Mohd s
cm

leem Khan, Shifa Ur Reh-

dab Ahmed, who are in jail
without trial since 2020.
The prosecution had op-

ter mative". Mr. and
others were boaked under
the UAPA and provisions of
the Indian Penal Code for
allegedly being the “mas

Manipur law to regulate issuance of certificates
to SC, OBC communities gets Presidential assent

NEW DELHI

The law to regulate the is-
suance of caste certificates
for the Scheduled Caste
(5 and Other Backward
Class (DBC) communities
in Manipur, introduced by

meant to *prevent fraudu-
lent cases™ of people claim-
ing caste stamus and to
bring uniformity in the

prescribed in the Stare at
2% and for OB
For bched\llm 'l’(lba

(5Ts), the reservation Is
3%

vetting process
The provisions. of the law
set out procedures for ap-
plying for caste

and _penaliles,
other things. The
Bill had added that most
other States had already
framed such provisions.
Motably, the Law,

received the Presidential
assent in July this year, pro-
vides for the setting np of
ane of more SCrutiny Com-
mittees, which are meant
0 verlfy suspicious caste
tes
It also gives these com-

o
tu, adding that the decision
of the panel would be final

ing the verifscation process
until a final decision is ar-
rived.

While States like Ma‘h:
rashtra and Andhra Pra-
desh o bunre it Lo

regulate caste cert
cotes, sevoral ibers regu-

Maharashtra also has pro-
visions for setiing up Seru-
but And-

Coure
it adds that

hrx Pradesh has given this
power of suo mofu verifica-
tion to the District Collec-
tor

from the Delhi Special Cell

rank of an Assistant Com-

would not be a pru-
dent exercise at this stage
to scuttle the registration
of the FIR or
on. when the 12 High Court
xercise of its constim-
tonal ol powery had opined
i facie, a cognisa-
e D mads o
against the two officers,”
the court observed.

Mr. Pandey was an in-
spector with the CBI and

threass, including use of
age, against a
complainant, Vijay Aggar
wal, to ensure withdrawal
of his brother's complaint
against Mr. Kumar, were
“serious and not unfound-
ed”




Navy strengthens maritime
ties with France, Mauritius
through joint exercises

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Ships of the Indian Navy’s
first training squadron
(ITS), INS Tir and ICGS Sa-
rathi, arrived at Réunion is-
land, while INS Shardul
reached Port Louis, Mauri-
tius, on September 8, as
part of their training de-
ployment in the southwest
Indian Ocean Region.

At Réunion island, the
ships were welcomed by
French Navy ship FS Nivose
with a ‘passage exercise’.
The visit features profes-
sional interactions, includ-
ing cross-training visits,
joint diving exercises, and
sports fixtures, furthering
the India-France naval
partnership. The senior of-
ficer of the 1TS, also called
on the French Naval Base
Commander and the Com-
mandant Supérieur des
FAZSOI, with discussions
centred on regional securi-
ty, future joint exercises,
and maritime cooperation.

The INS Shardul con-
ducted joint patrolling and
Exclusive Economic Zone
surveillance with MCGS
Victory and a Mauritius
Coast Guard Dornier, be-
fore arriving at Port Louis.
During the port call, the

INS Shardul, a landing ship tank of the Indian Navy, arrives at Port
Louis in Mauritius. X/@INDIANNAVY

Commanding Officer of
INS Shardul met the senior
Mauritian leadership, reaf-
firming the strong bonds of
trust and professional
cooperation between India
and Mauritius, the Indian
Navy said.

The concurrent port of
calls of the 1TS highlight In-
dia’s commitment to “mar-
itime collaboration, and re-
gional stability, aligned
with the vision of MAHA-
SAGAR”, and the Indian
Navy’s enduring role in
building bridges of friend-
ship across the Indian
Ocean Region, the Navy
said in a statement.

The INS Surat, the In-

dian Navy’s latest indige-
nous guided missile des-
troyer, mission deployed in
the north Arabian Sea, par-
ticipated in a passage exer-
cise with ITS Caio Duilio,
an Andrea Doria class des-
troyer of the Italian Navy,
on September 7.

The exercise featured
complex tactical ma-
noeuvres, aircraft tracking,
seamanship evolutions,
communication drills, and
flying operations, includ-
ing cross-deck helicopter
landings. The PASSEX con-
cluded with a ceremonial
steampast, where the two
navies exchanged tradi-
tional courtesies at sea.




* Indian Navy Deployment

e Ships from First Training
Squadron (1TS):

e INS Tir, ICGS Sarathi >
Réunion Island (French
territory).

* INS Shardul - Port
Louis, Mauritius (Sept
8).
e Part of training deployment
in Southwest Indian Ocean
Region.




France—-India Naval Cooperation

At Réunion:

e \Welcomed by French Navy ship FS Nivose.
e Conducted Passage Exercise (PASSEX):
e Cross-training visits, joint diving exercises,
professional interactions, sports fixtures.

e Senior 1TS officer met French Naval Base
Commander & Commandant Supérieur
des FAZSOI.

e Discussions: regional security, maritime
cooperation, future joint exercises.




India—Mauritius Naval Cooperation

Joint Patrolling & Surveillance

¢ |INS Shardul collaborated with:
* MCGS Victory (Mauritian Coast Guard).
e Mauritius Coast Guard Dornier aircraft.

e Conducted Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)
surveillance.

Diplomatic Engagements

e Commanding Officer of INS Shardul met senior
Mauritian leadership.

e Reaffirmed bonds of trust, professional cooperation.




e Conducted PASSEX with ITS Caio Duilio (Andrea
Doria-class destroyer of Italian Navy, Sept 7).

e Exercises included:
e Tactical manoeuvres.
e Aircraft tracking.
e Seamanship evolutions, communication drills.
e Cross-deck helicopter landings.
e Concluded with ceremonial steam-past.
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Digital platform to preserve
tribal art, culture launched

se Unlon Tribal Affairs Ministry on Wed

T
Launched the
eligital for “tribal artforms

et verxion of “Adfl Sskritt™,

heritage”. Officials said it had been en\']ginnedn)

become the “world's first Digit
preserve and promate the cul

al Unkeraty i

Airports face user fee cuts
for poor passenger service

NEW DELHI

Irports may
deduction in user

s e country s ir-
port tariff regulstor has
propased in its first draft of

fo-

of tribal

communities™. The d.lgl[sl platform will

have an online marketplace, opening up a digital

market

for products made by tribal

India. The platform consists of three

eomponents: Adi Vishwavidy:
Art Academny), Adi Sampada

o Dol Tribal

isoc
Fopomtors), and Adi aamm.giml marketplace).

Centre approves doubling of
Bhagalpur-Rampurhat line

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affalrs,

chaired by the Prime Minister

Wednesday approved the doublin
Bhagalpur-Dumka-R

1 ampurhat
section spanning 177 km in Biha
West Bengal at a cost of £3,169

Narendra Modi, on
the
railway line
v Sarkhand, and
crare. T]

rellability, a Raflways spokespersan said. The
mult-tracking proposal will ease operations and
reduce conge: roviding infrastructure

development on the bussest sections across
. the

Railways
ool o fr tranaporiation
«coal, cement, fertilizes, bricks

person add

e This is an

and stones.

project covers five districts in the three States.

st
cused On passenger expe-
rience

“It is high time that
there was 2 mechanism to
evaluate alrports on ser-

Frastracrure is being fu
ed by users to a large ex-
tent” Alrports Economic
Regulatory Authority (AE-
RA) Chalrman 5.KG. Ra-
hate said at a public con-
sultation here on a paper
on performance standards
for airports.

Third-party audit
In a first, the AERA plans
appoint a third party to
meonitor the service deliv-
ery. At present, alrposts
«carry out an audit of the

security queuss at termi-
nal gate, check-in time, se-

Pesformance standards: The draft focuses an key amenities, and
has pravided a checklist that almorts wil adhere, FLE PHaTE

<curity screening inside alr-
port, availability of help
desks, time taken to travel
between various termi-
nals, cloakroom, sensory
roome far forlers ith

domestic

aircraft landing char)
The cut in tariff will be de-
rermined after a sbe-month

High in

Months-long delay
in ST fellowship fund
hits research scholars

the country
have reported months-long

delays and in
the of funds

could
result in a bonus of up to
1 25% on the tarlff through
a credit system that will be
s =

under the National Fellow-
ship for Scheduled Tribes
(NFST). a scholarship pro-

for setting up a prievance
rediness system, FILE PHGTD

lease of,

penalties from the AERA
While concessionaire

ty of India (AAL} and priv-
ate entities (which are
leased airports under pu-

blic-pi partnerships
for _operations,
ment.and

pay

129 as the user develop
, and internation-
al flyers pay T650 when tra-
conomy class and

810 for business class tra-

ment fee,

velling e

have service benchmarks,
this s the first attempt to

amme
the Union Ministry of Tri-
bal Affairs

Ministry  officlals  sakd
funds had temporarily run
out due to 2 hike in the fel-

and
the streamlining of the dis-
bursal process. The asso-
clation has also called for

yet to receive their first fel-
lmr-'shlp amount nealy one

ir Ph.D. work,
Yl thite from the 3025
24 batch reported a hack-

special needs, as well as  vel. The Bengaluru airpore  du that penalising airports | log _of ar:

a\uﬂlablll()' of e-gates, Digl  charges 550 for domestic  THrough a cut in wse months in fund disburse-

Yaua, and selfbaggape travellers and 1,500 for v lopment fee resuling ment_ As a result, they are
conings Tor ale traveliers | Boreed to pay out of thelr

bt oF Sipert Stalf,  Tie foe ot the M ar. et b line own pock

and avallability of WiF will
also be looked into. The
draft also focuses on amen-
itles for persons with re-
duced maobility, and has
provided a checklist_that
alrports will have e follow,
which includes accessible
airport  approach  and
washrooms, and designat-
ed se

seatng.
At the Delhi alrport,

ger focus of the entire
move. Such a mechanism
would be integrated into
the tanff determinasion
process that is undertaken
for a five-year cycle for ma-
Jor airports

“There are aver 30 major
airports in the country,
which_altogether handle
moTe than 90% of the pas-
senger traffic.

periments and  present
papers at conferences, and
borrow money for field
research

The All India Research
Scholars Assoclation  on

to $37,000". While the

fellowships
through in 10t 15
days,” the offictal added,
NEST scheme offers
750 scholarships each year

wrote to Union
Tribal Affairs Minister Jual
Uram and Secretary Vibihu

ut the Issues
face-dDle ST scholars, de-
manding the immediate re-

far pursuing
MPLL or Ph.D. degrees,
which to be paid in
q1lsl12r]y statmes for a

xmum period of fve
yuars

ISRO inks agreement
with HAL for transfer
of SSLV technology

HEW GELHI

The Indian Space Research
‘Organisation signed a for-
mal agreement with Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Led. on
Wednesday for the transter
of technology for produc
tion of small  satellite
launch  vehicles (SSLV),
marking 2 significant step

RSS chief dedicated entire life to social change: PM

Eshita Mishra
NEW DELHI

across Gujarat. “Such was

ing and technical support
ta the HAL for acquiring
ow-how of the SSLV,

in industry
the

aim is to complete
the entire technology
transfer process within 24

Madhukarrao Ji's passion
towards  nation-building
Describing Hashtriya that it groomed his som,
angh chief w0 work -
Mohan Bhagwat as an “ex-  wards India’s regeneration.
traordinary”  individual  1tis as if Parasmani Madhu-
who has imbibed continul-  karrao prepared anather
ty a in his n
working and always kept  he said

m
birthday, which falls on
Thursday:

Showering praises on
M Bhagwat in an article

rit of harmony and frater-

rashira, especially idari:
wiu(IL he said, has
ed his understanding
n‘f the challonges facer by
and downtrod-
o veg® he said,
always steered the
Sangh through very com-
plex currents and never
compromised on ks core
irleology.
“Being Sarsanghchalak
is more than an arganiss-
tional responsbility. Ex-

wat's character. he said
that his ability to connect

clarity of purpose and un
shakable commitment to

Harerdra
Mehan Bhagwst ot an event in Nagpur. FLE PHETO

hief

eransformaive™ period in
the 100-year journey of the

beought by him in
tice to the enormity the Sangh such as a change
responsibility, has also  in and modifica-
brought to it his own  tons in the Shiksha Vargs
strength, intellectual  {rraining camps). He out-

of addressing the evolving
needs of society and re-

Modi  called how during the GO

VIDA9 pandemic, suggest-
ed increased of

have defined this role
through personal sacrifice,

‘Most
He described Mr. Bhag
war's tenure as the “most

work of the RSS. Sharing
dlifferent traies of Mr. Bhag-

Beti Bachao  Beti
Padhao.

Calling it a pleasant

that this year,

Gandhi

Vijaya Dashami,
Jayantl, Lal Bahadur Shas-
tri Jayanti, and the RSS cen-

tive consclousness of our
nation. The roots of this
Aleshayavat are deep and
strong becawse they are an-
«chored in values. The dedi-
cation with which Mohan
Bhagwat /i has committed
himself to nurturing and
advancing these values s

truly inspirational "
wishing Mr. Bhagwat a long
and healthy life

duced by Mr.
which comprises
harmony, family values,

India and the world.

Nurturing values
“Earlier this year, during
n’ of the

tonal eulure and coller-

liever in India’s diversity.
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Avoid blaming others

When King Pareekshit sees 3 bull and a cow being bearen

by a man

dressed like a king, he says,

ment ?
davas are no more, you can do so? 1,
iwe, will ensure that justice is done.

5

7

6
|5
32

4|2

|8

3 9

for
The bull has
nsible for its state

¢ following i the feotsieps of the Pandvas.
s only one leg, and Pareekshit as
The bull is, in fact,

IsTes-
o

sald Valayapet Ramachariar in a discourse.

Instead of blaming anyone,

Dharma devara says diffe-

rent people have different theories about his suffering.

DIFFICULTY RATING: T e 2oy

falutianas previsuspumsie
=]

I
-
i

pens. The bull acts in accordance i s S nule,
when it des not blame anyone directly for its plighe. One

who knows

dharma is aware that everything happens ac-

cording to God's plans. There is now no doubt in Pa-
reekshirs mind that the bull s Dharma devata, for how

0 u~@wmn
WO 0s=n ool
(N9 €0 63| & = o0 ~1 |
. [m=aho~ons]

oW =konsma~|E

=~ WG| & |
B 0O =~NOn® |

itknow
the bull thar he has recognised it as Dh;

dharmic laws? He tells
arma devar:

o
M sastras say we MUSE Not betray anyone. Sup-

pose a thief hides In your house. If the

men chasing him

ask you about the thief, you must lie to protect himi The

thief has taken refiy

your house, an:

YO MUt Dot do

g in your
arthing that will Barrm b, 1F e bs betranped, fhen ks sine.

will come to the account of

the ane who betrays him.




Digital platform to preserve

tribal art, culture launched

The Union Tribal Affairs Ministry on Wednesday
launched the beta version of “Adi Sanskriti”, a
digital platform for “tribal artforms and
heritage”. Officials said it had been envisioned to
become the “world’s first Digital University to
preserve and promote the culture and knowledge
of tribal communities”. The digital platform will
have an online marketplace, opening up a digital
market for products made by tribal artisans in
India. The platform consists of three
components: Adi Vishwavidyalaya (Digital Tribal
Art Academy), Adi Sampada (Socio-Cultural
Repository), and Adi Haat (digital marketplace).
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To build roads is to build peace

n india's tribal hinterlands,

s those affected by

Maoist insurgency, roads

are ot just a matter of
transport. They are emissaries of
the state, a path not only
through forests and hills bur ako
theough hissories of
marginalisation and neglect. In
regions where formal instinutions
are barely visible, a newly bulk
road often marks the first arrival of
goemance sl

body of research

Corridor;”
presence of rural roads s snmgy
associated with Improvements in
electricity access, employment
opportunities, snd securly. Roads
help reciaim

o ane s wha dheive i

with slagans and systems._Across
t zones, insurgents have set
alkel

‘mimic
re functions. Diego Gamberta's
e st y of the Sicilian Mafia
fllustrates this: extralegal actors

seeking to pick up the dack in
bal regions, it is

ics are
absent — an actthat blurs the line
between care and coercion.
Research by Alpa Shah (2018) and
Human Rights Watch (2009} notes
that the mum presence in
villages ofien includes some
Tcalts services and wellare
activities, though

underwritten by the threat of
vinlence. As scholar Zacharksh

[

systern that is, t least I principle, | phuralistic, rights-based

accountsble 1o citizens. It is the [overnance rooted in India's

rule of Law, not rule by fiar. constitutional values.

This contrast is critical. While India invests in is tribal

Roads help formal bject to especially
reclain electoral oversight, ad
Bovermance accountability, and legal restraing, lopment must be part of a
o nonetate al justie systems are not. broader effart to extend justice,

They more often reflect dignity, and opportun: 1
actors who e, a | is mot mmerely e

mampilly (201 cbserved in other
insurgent contexts, such services
are not charitable - they are
stran The aim ks not just

rategic.
survival but legitmacy.
cannotrest on
. Extralegal

and collsctive punishment.tn the
absence of courts, eniize

The BRS’s woes continue

Eapses, rebellion by Kavitha spell more trouble

CBI probe into

with

[ srarsor piav

security forces have, in some
. led to mob reprisals under

areas, there are re
kangaroo courts (far atatats) that
have issued summary
punishments, including
executions, without due e process.
This is |

ewal
first, ollowed by schools, dinics,
and law enforcement. Each road
had a message: that the state has
come in, and is here 10 stay.

are needed too

contlict.. mdsc:nurry
rellefor repression. Withous
insrirurions] safe

Feguards such as
Justice mechanisms, health-care
access, and communisy

]mem:llnm‘l.ly. Rafzel
el and Ronaldo
Menezes (2020) demonstrate that
vinlence i higher in poorly
connected areas, whether in cities
or rural zones. Infrastructure,
argue, is not merely

ugh imperfect, operate
a framework of laws shaped by

village
rhe village 2s this s

insurgent control, can be just as

exclusionary. It is said that in some

parts of rural India, kg

ayats and caste councils

operate alongside or in place of
hodies

often enfarced g socal odes

or violence. While

se
are debated. refined, and subject
&0 public serusiny. When

they may have provided swift
resolution, they did so withouwt the
protscrions of equity or legaly.

schools,

police staslons, clinics and cousts
in

areas throveh roﬂdevelnpmem.

efore, must aim
not only loxephoe insurgent
hority but also o integrate

Delonging. To build roads, then, &=

I norms, leading to
practices such as vigilante

Justice | to build pe

he political dsama in
Telangana that unfold-
S0 with the auspen-

vitha

et likely to it

Minister K. Chandrashekar
Rao.

The BRS Is already grap-
pling with a probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of |nvem1gm1un

ed by >
vernment ngana,
Yo e e fndings by the
Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghosh

leged krregularities in the con-
struction of the Kaleshwaram
Lift Irrigation Project, leading

rty” activities, she ten-
dered e resignation s MLC,
and vowed
derractors.

The BRS also faces a tough
challenge ng the Jubi-
Tee il Assembly seat with

the bugle for local body polls
is sounded
Anm'hu emerging lssue is
bypolls Assembly
seats hel.ug Someducted i e
Telangana Assembly Speaker
decides to disqualify turncoat
MLAs who joined e ruling
Congress. The Supreme Court

Telangana

huad qnlered. the depoes] of

Ingtosee whether Ms. Kavitha
could embarrass the party by
felding candidates in the local
bodies.
while the sarpanch elec
tions are held on a
basis, the XPTC and MPTC
part of Panchayat Raj bodies
are conducted using party
5. After losing power in
lhe Assembly elections in
2023, drawing a blank in the
3024 general slection and
0 0f its MLAS

petitions
w!lhln |I|leemnnll’|s
The r Congress_and
the B‘h:ullw Janata
are preparing for the
ous local bady palls. in
contrast, the BRS is in a state

Sabha member ol

brother, BRS president KT.
Rama Rao.
Some women BRS leaders

the party's first family. While
the BRS leadership has been
cautious on the issus of 42%
quota for Backward Classes
(BC) that has been envisaged
by the ruling Cony in or-
der to improve its electoral

oy Teaders to et fold and

there Is speculation that the
ected” second or third

rung leaders may try and

jump ship. To unsettle her, the

BRS has engineered a split in
2!

out
ed at the height of
0od movement.

defect to the cungnss, the
BRS can fll-afford to face moTe
©

rouble.
In the 2019 local bdy polls,
the BRS  lcras called the Te-
langana a Samiti then —
Won 445 ZPTC seats and 3556
MPTC posts in elections to 534
ZPTC and 5,659 MPTC vacan-
cies in 32 districts. The Con-
gress is now keen to bag a ma-
Jortey of the seats
Il has a ch
w m:wp 1rn s able 10 Tocus
the body polls.

Though e slmleglml the 42%.
B quota is still unclear, it fac-
es an uphil sk in wking oo
the resurgent Congress, which

anking on the BC quata is-
s to win.

Nevertheless, It will be a
stral between the
Congress and the BRS as the
BJF is not a force to reckon
with.

Amid the gloom, BRS lead-
ers are hopeful that the legisla-
tors who defected will be dis-
qualified, paving the way for

3 of bye-elec-
tions. 1f this happens, the bye-
lections will not only be a chal-
lenge o the BRS but also o

A Revansh Red-

able to take on the might of
the Congress in the event of
lls il be  kees

watched. Till then the BRS will
have to find a way to manage

BRS leaders are also watch | its many troubles.

+

Political instability, economic difficulties behind Nepal's rage

DATA POINT

vigmnesh Radhakrishnan
Srinivasan Bamani

e “Gen Z* protests in Me-
pal that began as a move-
ment against the ban on

social media outlets and corrup-

tion on Monday, took a wiolent
turn the next dmy‘wlh auacks on
all institutions. te rea-
anins apart, palkica tastablity

youth wmm forced 1o emigrate
due to

N

Nepal's overall unemployment
stood at 12.5% in 200223, but

is the most unstable democra

es has risen sharply from 23.4% in
199506 to TEE% in 20&7_1.
mir-

reached 22.7%, compazed 10 11.5%
in the 2

Among such

Tances now account for over 3%
of tatal income, up from 26.6% in
1995 96 (Chart 3]

those aged 45-64 (Chart 2).
Inequality cuts across multiple
dimensions. Some I7.2% of indivi-

duals from the poorest househalds
were unemployed, 22 sgainar £.5%
chest.

mm.smgy originate from out-
side Nepal. In 202273, nearly 50%
came from countries other than
India, about 20% from India, and

chelor's degree holders. Geogra-
phy adds another layer — while
the low-

soar
'J'hls should ‘Explain their’ angry

P ihen Khadga Prasad oli -
has since re: ~ formed a new
government in 2024, it marked the
30¢h change in leadershig in Nepal
ever since [t became an elected de-
mocracy In 1990, Despite transi-
tioning from constitutional monar-
chy (1990-2008) to_becoming a
constitutional republic (2008 on-
wards), o Prime Minister has ever

compléted a full te
Data show that Nepal tops the
waorld in government tenures since
1990, Excluding countries such as
San Marino, Bosniz-Herzegovina
and Switzerland, where frequent
leadership changes are legally
epal leads with 25

res since 1990—

These frequen: changes have

est rate at 7.6%, unemployment ex-
ceeds 20% In many rural regons.
Critically, labour force partici-
pation irself is much lower among
poar,
populations. Among the relatively
fewer In these groups who enter
the labour market, 3 higher share
cannot find work. This creates a
double djmdvanlage — oot
unable w find employ-
e, bat many are not even 4t
hvely seeking it due (o lack of rele-
unities

e e pushed many, especial-
w0
one in

from Just 13.69% n 1995-96 10 1.0
in 202223, reinforcing this panern
of male igr

beyond India. Current remittance
that Qatar (10%),
(%), Malaysia

Personsl remittances  have
surged from just 1% of Nepal's GOP
n 1990 t0 over 33% in 2024. By this
measure, Nepal ranks as the
world's fourth mest

and has the fourth highest remittance-depende:

FROM THE ARCHIVES
@he =500 78 Windu.

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 11, 1875

Fire in the mountains
T data for the charts swers squeceet o the Natianal Satistcs Office of Hegal
and e Rulers, Elecricns and Irregiaar Govsmancs

dataser

Madras Has Deepest Port
MADRAS, Sep. 10

Madras is the deepest port in India to-day with
the completion of dr the outer harbour
o recefve ships 46 feet of draught last month.
“The first oil tanker Inaded up to 46 draught, was
berthed in the Bharathi dock

Sahadur shastzi” arrived on
gt 29, aden up to 46 feet draught an
carrving 65 crude.

Prior to the (nmplmm of deepening of the
outer harbour, ships of draught upto 42 feet only
wese received. A proposal 1o despen the outer
harbour further w receive ships of draught upto

49 feet was pending approval of the
Government of India, Mr. 5.P. Ambrose,
Cha he 1, tobd

uction of the first

suge S oFth Beharies harbor, hfth of fhe
haratl . 1o accommodae 50 trawlers and

500 mehanies Salting hosix wns expected t

Between 1550 and August 2021

e middle of 1977. The
capldtywmﬂdlxh\trmdlumlvelﬁﬂ

erawlers and S04 later.

dependent country. Notably, this
figure covers only cross-border
remittances.

These statistics show precisely

ot et by Fos W
Gromsockn

fanaeesti rrmlg
et

i frigo
e segatly
ot

anised boats
e e O vy alabie oo the e
&0 acres would be redaimed from the sea

Vanuew | 2 [
bulgaria | 1r s
Wauru I )
Moldova | 16 225

b providde facilities lile auetion and

Tapan

halls, cold storage and processing plants. The
harbour was designed to handle 40,000 tonnes

1s starkest in rural

federal
Cratomed by Nepal twe Jah An
dolans (198590 and 2005-2008).
Palitical instability has also meant

between tich and poor, rur:
urban, educated and less-educar-
ed — remain entrenched. These di-
vides are most pronounced among
v treomwin =t that ledthe
demonstrations against political
elites Inp(nlﬁls described as “Gen
2 vs Nepo kids
cn

reas and ameng X

20r% of the rural population is ab-
sent from home, compare

just 87% in the Kathmandu valley.
More than half of male absentees
(56%) are aged 1529 years —
same group recording the highest
unemployment rate. Those who

why Nepals youth had taken to of sea food per annum Initially and 80,000
the streets with such fury, even If  Chart 2 fiemal'= age-wise Urermployment rate in 2022-23 (in %) tonnes subsequenty.
the vinlent upheaval that followed
the Gen Z's prowems the next day  a,

“a closer look af who insth. A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 11, 1925
el the arsan and vendalem 1% it
T g Abolition Of Slavery
preme Court and other instiru § Viscount Ceclfs Proposals
dons. P League Committee

In sum, Nepal has achieved the :leuler'sAggm: 3

workds highest level of politcal in- 1524 2544 prry 55 GENEVA, Sep. 9.
stability while Viscount Cecil, on behalf of Britain,

skt g A — and the share unexpectedly submitted to-day ar the
mitance dependent  seomomy. e i o et ool gl Commistee, proposals for the eveniual abolition
These two fact seen together nug- 7. g domestic slavery in all parts
gest that political instabiliry hasre-  50%- Shace of househalcs o(l:hewnrld Mo serlous objections were ralsed.
sulted in the lack of economic pol- receiving remittances and other delegates emy
icles to diversify Nepal's economy 6% fhe imporiznce of not u\n\'tngmnraphﬂy
and provide Jobs, forcing ciizens 1t s understood that the

seek jobs abroad. Whichgoes on e, as the most |mpnmmord|ek1and e

w erp]mn why there is severe an- 255% Brussels Act of 1890 and provides severe
ger against the political system punishment for anyone attempting to engage in

massive civil and political sociery
ns in and 2005,

Remittances in the ofal
Incame of househesds

slave traffic in any signatory State and
assimilates slave trading with pizacy and lays

202223

ddown that the skave vessel shall be treated as a
pirate.




G
e Since 1990, Nepal has had 25 governments -
average tenure = 1 year 2 months.

e No PM has completed a full term (post-1990
democratic transition).

e Political instability stems from:

e Transition from monarchy = constitutional
republic (2008).

e Two major Jan Andolans (1989-90, 2005-06).




). Unemployment & Inequality

e Overall Unemployment (2022-23): 12.5%.
e Youth (15-24 yrs): 22.7%.
e Ages 25-44:11.5%.
e Ages 45-64:7.5%.
» By Education:
e Only basic schooling: 18.1% unemployed.
* Bachelor's degree holders: 6.3%.
» By Geography:
e Kathmandu Valley: 7.6%.
* Rural regions: 20%+ unemployment.
e Bylncome:
» Poorest households: 17.2% unemployed.
* Richest households: 8.5% unemployed.
« Labour Force Participation: Lower among poor, rural, less-educated - many not even seeking jobs

due to lack of opportunities.



. Migration & Remittances
» Male Out-Migration:

» About 1in 4 rural males absent abroad.
» 56% of male absentees aged 15-29.
» Female-Headed Households:
* Rose from 13.6% (1995-96) to 37.1% (2022-23).
* Remittances:
* 1995-96: 26.6% of GDP.
o« 2022-23: 33% of GDP (world's most remittance-dependent economy).
e Sources:
 Within Nepal: 44.7%.
» Abroad: 55.3%.
» Qatar (10%), Saudi Arabia (9%), Malaysia (8.6%), UAE (7.1%).



. Socio-Economic Implications

» Dependence on Migration:
 Families rely heavily on remittances - double-edged sword:
e Supports consumption.
e Reduces local labour availability.
* Rural Distress:
» 20% of rural population absent vs only 8.7% in Kathmandu Valley.
* Rural youth more likely to protest due to unemployment + lack of opportunities.
» Political Instability & Economic Fragility:

 Weak state capacity + heavy dependence on external remittances = vicious cycle.



Fire in the mountains

The data for the charts were sourced from the National Statistics Office of Nepal
and the Rulers, Elections and Irregular Governance dataset

Trouble at the top: Protesters climbing the main gate of the Prime Minister's
office during the anti-government protests in Kathmandu, Nepal. PTI

T_able 1: Countries with the Bl Country | Tenures | Average tenure (months)
highest number of tenures their

heads of governments have had _Nepal 25" 13.7
between 1990 and August 2021  vanuatu 22 15.6
*The data excludes two tenures Bulgana L 216
of direct rule by former King Nauru 17 16.8
Gyanendra.

Countries where frequent Moldova 16 22.8

leadership changes are legally

mandated are excluded Japan 15 23.1




Chart 2: Nepal's age-wise unemployment rate in 2022-23 (in %)

20% -
Overall unemployment

15% - rate (12.5%)

10% -

5% -

15-24 25-44 45-64 65+

Chart 3: Share of households receiving remittances and the share of remittances
in the total income of recipient households in Nepal

76.8%
80% Share of households
receiving remittances

60%
40% - 33.6%

26.6%
20% . .

23.4% Remittances in the total

income of households
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WASHINGTON
Trump issues rare rebuke to
Netanyahu over Qatar strikes

~
U.S. President Donaid Trume gave Benjamin Netanyahu a rare slap
on the wrist on Tuesday over Israel's strikes against Hamas in Qatar,

25 he insisted he played no role in the

VIENNA

~
Iran's new cooperation framework with the U

Inchudes o liies an raiasons” 1 the samc republic, the

attack uS.ally

against another. “We want the hostages back, but we are not
thrified about the way that went down.” he said In Washington. re

itself “Goes not create access”

wghiren

\an agreed an a deatwith the

Intemational Atomic Energy Agency on Tuesday. Ar

of s
on Wednesday, killing and wounding an unspecified number of

people, the growp said. The Israek mii
tsin Yernen, including in Sanaa, in the iatest of a series of

sarge!
attacks during the Gaza war. AP

said € struck Huthi rebel

ISLAMABAD

Pak. court sentences 17 supporters

of Imran Khan over 2023 riots

REUTERS

APakistars court hias handed down jail terms of 10 years each to 17
5. h.

supporters

an in &

Anti-Terrorism Court Lahore proncunced the verdict on Tuesdsy in
the case related to torching a Supreme Coust judge squad's vehicle
In the cRy during May 9, 2023, protests. PTi

Poland shoots Russian drones that
entered airspace during Kyiv strike

Russia says it did not target Poland, while ally Belarus says it tracked some drones that Jost their course” as they were

jammed: Polish Prime

WARSAW

oland said on Wed-
nesday that mulllr
ple Russian dror

entered its territory over

4, but close ally, Bela-
rus, said it tracked some
drones that “lost their
course” beca y were
Jammed. However, several
European leaders said they

nister Donald Tusk tells parliament that 19 violations by Moscow were recorded over seven hours

Coltateral damage: A poli

e officer watches

as furefighters wark on

the destroyed roof of 3 house in Wyryki in Poland. SEUTERS.

believe that the incursion
amounted to an intentional
escalation by Russia of its
war on Ukraine.

Potand said some of the

drones came from Belarus,
where Russian and Belaru-
sian troops have begun
gathering for war games
starting on Friday.

lish airspace has been
violated many times since

Russia’s full-scale invasion

alliance has confronted a

potential threat In its
air

NATO met to discuss
incident,  whic! e

“Russia’s war Is escalat-

Ing, not 3 o]
Uniion forelgn policy chief

Kaja Kallas said. “Last
night in Poland we saw the
most serious European air-
space violation by Russia

ce the war began, and
indications sugpese & was
intentional,

Chemmani mass grave probe
will continue: Sri Lanka govt.

S
coLomso

Sri Lanka's Ministry of Jus-
tice and National Integra-

been a suspension or delay
due to lack of
media reports damung 50

e - S e
Officials said that 3t no stage has there been 3 suspension or delay

due to lack of funds. AP

ment 19 violations wrre re-
corded ow
but that information was
still being gathered. Eight
crash  sites e been

found.
came to
intercepted some drones,
the Netherlands” Defence
Minister said.

7y said 1n a statement.

week, the Press
Trust of India published a
news report headlined “Ex-
cavation of Sri
Chemmani mass  grave

and risk w re-
spread.lng misinformation  ing the judicial process,
over seven hours, | among the public™, the M the Justice Ministry sasd

J

funds for the excavations
are allocated based on re-
quests made by the Jaffna
Maghatrate’s Cotrr aid the

al Officer
uum. e every instance,
the full amount was r
leased based on such re-

quests, it said, adding that

three, to be presented to
the Jaffna High Court, will
be forwarded to the Ninis:
try for approval, said the
statement dated Septem-
ber &

Jamaat-e-Islami wins
Dhaka varsity polls

DHAKA

The ent wing of Ja-
maat-eslami swept the
Dhal iversity’s st
dents union elections, the
results of which were de-
clared on Wex

first such victory for an Is-
lamist student group since
Bangladesh's  indepen-

The student front of
former  Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's ladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) re-

The Jamaat-backed Isla-
mi Chhatra Shibir (ICS)
won nine of the 12 Dhaka

em as decl vice-
prasklen sl S Farhad
neral Secretary.

Presidencs post remains
resd the
vice-chancellos

Observers say this was
the first time since 1971 tha
an Islamist student group

s won any university
election in Bangladesh.

Mr.

eral Secretary’s post with

victory for an
Islamist student
since 1971

pled Sheikh Hasina's Awa-
mi League government
and paved the way for No-
bel laureate Muhami
Yunus® interim administra-
ton, falled w make an m-
amid internal splits.
candidate Abdul
Qauder accused the un-
Iversity of bias, alleging ICS
“manipulated the results
inside polli

s ater contesting un-
der the “Independent Stu-
Panel”.

announced her
withdrawal from the race
in a predawn Facebook
post

T
However, Chief Return-

into c1 , Dhal
ty leads the way,"

National Gitizen Party
(NCP) leader Hasnat Ab-

Dark brew

Awoman prepares coffee at home during a electrical grid collapse in Havana, Cuba. On Wednesdsy, Cuba was hit by the fifth nationwide

blackout in under 3 year, leaving 10 milion people in the dark REUTERS

Sri Lanka cuts perks
for former Presidents

coLOMBO

sri Lanka's Parliament on

dents or their widows, as
the ruling National Peo-
ple's Power tries to

poll pledge of weeding out
corruption and slashing ex-
cessive state expenditure.

Two-thirds majority
Passed with a two-thirds
majority — which the rul-
Ing coalition enjoys — the
vote repeal Presi-
d

transport, to a former Pre-
sident or the widow of a
former President; and
monthly pension paid to
the widow of a former Pre-
it came a day after Par-
Yameneary Speaker Jagath
Wickramaratme informed
the House of the Supreme
Court’s determination —
half a dozen petitions
sought to challenge the go-
vernment’s move to repeal
the law — that the Presi-
dent’s Entitlements (Re-
peal) Bill did not violate the
and that a

ter of Justice Harshana Na-
told

French police arrest 250 during clashes with
protesters as President Macron installs new PM

Protesters blockes

with volleys of tear ga:
Wednesday in Paris and o
sewhere in France, heap-
ing pressure on Pressdem
Emmanuel Macron and

10794 votes, defeating dullah said the results | first day in office a baptism

JCD'S Tamvr Earl, who re-  would shape Bangiadesh's | of e

ceived 5,283 political rumre. urgmg The Interior Ministry
parties to respect the | announced 250 arrests

“Results manipulated” outcome. the first hours of what was

“Wie assumed the results of According to the univer- | a planned day of nation-

the planned sity wide

since Tuesday afterncon.

Put the numbers as you
like. We have rejected the
farce.”

78 per cent voter turnout
and were largely peaceful,
though marred by allega-

and

against Mr. Macron, budget
cuts and other complaints.
1 “though fulling short of

“JCD's
candidate Mohammad Abé-
dul | idamwrote on

“The  Students Against
Discrimination  {SAD),
which spearheaded last
year's movement that top-

cm

tons of

bias. The voting began at 8

am. on Tuesday and end-
a 4 pm. peacefully.

Tensions mou

counting began on Tu

day evening. with 1CS tak-

clear lead

inga
D ]

intention
10 “Block Everything: the
pr movement  that
started_online over

summ, -
pread hot spots of disrup.
tion, defying an exception-
al deployment of 80,000

gripped France following

Prime Minister Frangols
ou lost a parliamen-
tary confidence vote.

nstability
France's prolonged cycle
of political instability, with
Macron’s minority

ments lurching from crisis
1o crisis, has fueled wides-
pread discontent that
spilled onto the streets on

Flaring rage: A px 45 during
the Gare du Nord travn station in Paris on Wednesday. REUTERS

police who broke up barri-
cades and swiftly made ar-
rests. Interior Minister Bru-
no Retailleau said that a
bus was set on fire in the
western city of Rennes. In
the southwest, fire damage
10 electrical cables stopped
train services on one line
and disrupted traffic on
another.

The protests appeared

front of

50 far to be less intense
than previous bouts of un-
rest that have sporadically
rocked Mr. Macron in both

Nevertheless, demon-
strations  an radic
clashes with riot police in

Paris and elsewhere Wed-
sday added to a sense of
crisis  that has again

Paris protester Aglawen
nur

Ms. Vega i the anger

that fueled the 2018 Yellow
Vest protests never went
away and pushed her to

ruptions.
Siver said Bertrand Rivard,
an ac g worker on
his way to a meeting in Pa-
ris. “We live in a democra-
cy and the people should
not biock the country be-
cause the government
doesn't take the right deci-
sions.” he said.
Lecornu, the ne
minister who pre\luualy
as minister
now inherits the
France’s

fense,
task ressing Fr.
budget difficulties, facing

to Macron that contributed
o Bayrou's undoing.

Macron's governments
have been on particularly
shaky ground since he dis-
solved the National As-
sembly last year.

IS-affiliated
attacks in
Congo kill
at least 89

ted Press
KINSHASA

The death toll from two at-
tacks on civillans in eastern
Congo by an tslamic State-
affiliated rebel group has
Congolese

Officials _said late on
Tuesday that 71 people
were killed at a funeral in

place in the North Kivu re-
gion of the country.

e attacks, carried out
by the Allied Democratic
Force, or ADF, were the lat-
est in a series of mass at-

region.

The region is beset by a
set of complex condlicts, in-
cluding an increase in at-
e +




French police arrest 250 during clashes with
protesters as President Macron installs new PM

Associated Press
PARIS

Protesters blocked roads,
lit blazes and were met
with volleys of tear gas on
Wednesday in Paris and el-
sewhere in France, heap-
ing pressure on President
Emmanuel Macron and
making new Prime Minis-
ter Sébastien Lecornu’s
first day in office a baptism
of fire.

The Interior Ministry
announced 250 arrests in
the first hours of what was
a planned day of nation-
wide demonstrations
against Mr. Macron, budget
cuts and other complaints.

Although falling short of
its self-declared intention
to “Block Everything,” the
protest movement that
started online over the
summer caused wides-
pread hot spots of disrup-
tion, defying an exception-
al deployment of 80,000

Flaring rage: A protester shouts during a demonstration in front of
the Gare du Nord train station in Paris on Wednesday. REUTERS

police who broke up barri-
cades and swiftly made ar-
rests. Interior Minister Bru-
no Retailleau said that a
bus was set on fire in the
western city of Rennes. In
the southwest, fire damage
to electrical cables stopped
train services on one line
and disrupted traffic on
another.

The protests appeared

so far to be less intense
than previous bouts of un-
rest that have sporadically
rocked Mr. Macron in both
his first and ongoing se-
cond term as President.
Nevertheless, demon-
strations and sporadic
clashes with riot police in
Paris and elsewhere Wed-
nesday added to a sense of
crisis that has again

gripped France following
its latest government col-
lapse on Monday, when
Prime Minister Francgois
Bayrou lost a parliamen-
tary confidence vote.

Political instability
France’s prolonged cycle
of political instability, with
Macron’s minority govern-
ments lurching from crisis
to crisis, has fueled wides-
pread discontent that
spilled onto the streets on
Wednesday.

Paris protester Aglawen
Vega, a nurse and union
delegate in a public hospi-
tal, said she wanted to de-
fend France’s public ser-
vices from privatization.

“We’re governed by rob-
bers,” she said. “People are
suffering, are finding it har-
der and harder to last out
the month, to feed them-
selves. We’re becoming an
impoverished nation.”

Ms. Vega said the anger

that fueled the 2018 Yellow
Vest protests never went
away and pushed her to
strike on Wednesday.

Some criticized the dis-
ruptions. “It’s a bit exces-
sive,” said Bertrand Rivard,
an accounting worker on
his way to a meeting in Pa-
ris. “We live in a democra-
cy and the people should
not block the country be-
cause the government
doesn’t take the right deci-
sions,” he said.

Lecornu, the new prime
minister who previously
served as minister of de-
fense, now inherits the
task of addressing France’s
budget difficulties, facing
the same political instabili-
ty and widespread hostility
to Macron that contributed
to Bayrou’s undoing.

Macron’s governments
have been on particularly
shaky ground since he dis-
solved the National As-

sembly last year.




* Protests Across France (Paris, Rennes, etc.)

* Protesters blocked roads, set fires, clashed with
police.

* Trigger: anger over budget cuts, privatization,
corruption, and political instability.

* Protest slogan: “Block Everything”.
* Police deployed tear gas; 250 arrests made.
* Scale of Security Measures
* Govt deployed 80,000 security personnel nationwide.

* Fire damage in Rennes (bus set ablaze, electrical
cables burnt).




Political Developments

\New Prime Minister Installec

e Sébastien Lecornu - sworn in after resignation of PM
Francois Bayrou (lost confidence vote).

e Lecornu previously served as Defence Minister.
e Faces challenge: public discontent, protests, budget issues.

Macron’s Governance Crisis

e Macron’s minority government = unstable, lurching “from
crisis to crisis”.
e Prolonged cycle of instability fuels discontent.

e Reminiscent of 2018 Yellow Vest protests (triggered by
fuel tax hike).




Public Sentiments

e Protesters = unions, nurses, public sector workers.
e Focus: protecting public services from privatization.
e Quotes:

e “We’re governed by robbers... People are suffering,
finding it harder to feed themselves” (Paris
protester).

e Some citizens criticized disruption: argued protests
block economy & public life.

e Rising inequality & inflation.

e Long-term resentment since 2018 remains unresolved.



France = 2nd largest EU
economy, but faces:

e High public debt
(~110% of GDP).

e Unemployment ~7%
(youth unemployment
>15%).

e Inflationary pressures
in recent years.

Comparative Angle France vs Nepal (recent
protests)

e Both reflect youth
anger +
unemployment + weak
political leadership.

e Show how instability in
democracies
(developed &
developing) can
manifest through
protests.



India-Israel Sign
Bilateral Investment

Agreement (BIA)




India and Israel have signed
a fresh bilateral investment
treaty, making Israel
the first OECD country to
adopt India’s new

investment treaty model.

J

This replaces the older
version of BIT signed
between India and Israel in

1996, which was terminated
in 2017

J




* BITs grant rights to investors, allowing them to seek remedies
through investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) mechanisms, or
to home states, through state-to-state dispute settlement.

* Recognized under Article 38(1)(a) of the International Court of
Justice statute, as a primary source of international obligations.

* India’s BIT Evolution: Old Model BIT (1993) replaced by New Model
BIT (2015) and recent BITs signed with Uzbekistan (2024), UAE (2024),
and Kyrgyzstan (2025).



* Key Feature of India- Israel BIT:

* Investment Boost: Expected to increase bilateral investments, currently worth
around USD 800 million.

* Balanced Investor Protection:The agreement safeguards investors against the
risk of government expropriation or nationalization of assets and ensures that
any such action must be accompanied by fair and prompt compensation.

* Dispute Resolution: Includes an arbitration-based mechanism to settle
disputes, promoting a stable investment environment.

* Transparency and Predictability: Governments are required to maintain clear
and predictable investment policies and regulations, reducing uncertainty and
strengthening investor confidence.



 How Has the Bilateral Relationship Between India and Israel Evolved Over
Time?

* Diplomatic Relation: Though India officially recognized Israel in 1950,
both countries established full diplomatic ties only on 29th January 1992.

* Economic Ties: Bilateral trade between India and Israel reached USD 6.53
billion (excluding defense) in FY 2023-24, with India maintaining a trade
surplus.

* Innovation & Technology: Initiatives like the India-Israel Industrial R&D
and Innovation Fund (14F) (2023-2027) aim to foster joint research and
technological advancements.



* Regional Cooperation: The 12U2 Partnership, involving India, Israel, the
UAE, and the US, held its first summit in 2022 to strengthen regional
collaboration.

* Defense Cooperation: India is one of the largest importers of
weapons from Israel, contributing to approx 40% of its annual arms exports.

* The two countries have co-developed the Barak-8 missile system, and
India conducts regular port calls at Haifa, Israel.

 Cultural Exchange Programs: Collaboration extends to cultural exchange
programs, health and medical cooperation, and MoUs on agriculture and
water resource management.



Mediterranean Sea

\ | Sea of '\
| Galilee =

e Tulkarm
; Samaria
ablus®

Jordan River

West Bank
Ramallah
Jericho
.

Dead Sea

JORDAN

| 25 mi |
SCALE

EGYPT



ZAPAD Exercise 2025



he Indian Armed Forces
contingent has departed for
Russia to take part in
the Joint multilateral military
exercise ZAPAD 2025, which

will be held in Nizhniy, Russia.

The Indian Army contingent is
led by a battalion of
the Kumaon Regiment, along
with troops from other arms
and services, comprising
personnel from the Indian
Army, Air Force, and Navy.
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India inaugurated
the International Conference
on Space 2025, highlighting the
country’s ambitious
space goals, its evolving space
strategy, and its future role
in global space exploration.

Theme: Harnessing Space for
Global Progress: Innovation,
Policy, and Growth.




* India’s Major Space Ambitions

* To establish a Bharatiga Space Station by 2035 and send an Indian
astronaut to the Moon by 2040.

e Future exploration missions to Mars, Venus, and asteroids are part of the
roadmap

* . The Gaganyaan human spaceflight programmme is being developed as a
priority.
* India's international collaborations include the NASA-ISRO NISAR mission

with the United States and the upcoming Chandrayaan-5 mission with Japan,
showcasing space as a platform for global engagement.



AILESTONES IN
SPACE EXPLORATION

-- 0 2023
g Chandrayaan-3 lands
2019 O on the Moon's south pole

Chandrayaan-2 .
launched ‘O 2017
Launched 104 satellites
in 1 mission

Mangalyaan, first -
mission to Mars "D 2008
-”  Chandrayaan-1, first
mission to the Moon

1984 Q@
Rakesh Sharma .
becomes the first O 1980
Indian in space --=" First successful
‘ satellite launch
vehicle (SLV-3)

Launch of
Aryabhata, India’s
first satellite

First-ever
rocket launch




Word of the day

Conscientious:

characterised by extreme care and great effort;
guided by or in accordance with conscience or
sense of right and wrong

Synonyms: painstaking, scrupulous

Usage: it was a conscientious decision to
speak out about injustice.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
conscientiouspro

International Phonetic
Alp habet: /kon[ienfas/




Thank you ©
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