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“Start badly, but start—
perfection is just delay in
disguise.”
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SC to take up plea of
Indians ‘forced' to

Cong. to consult allies on
quota law, delimitation
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Missing Kerala girl found dead near waterfall
in Karnataka district, family alleges foul play
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Stop Ladki Bahin if there

are no funds for pension:
HC to Maharashtra govt.

If coffers are empty, sell tables and chairs in municipal offices, but pay pension of retd. employees,

court tells State govt. while hearing plea of a BMC teacher over non-payment of pending benefits

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

he Maharashtra go-

vernment should

discontinue  the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin Yojana if it does not
have funds to pay pension
to retired employees, the
Bombay High Court re-
marked on Friday.

The court was hearing a
retired  Brihanmumbai
Municipal  Corporation
(BMC) teacher’s plea that
she had not been paid pen-
sion and other benefits as
per the Seventh Pay Com-
mission despite repeated
requests.

Question of priorities
Questioning the govern-
ment’s priorities, the court
stated, “If the government
has no funds to pay pen-
sions, then schemes like
Ladki Bahin should be
stopped.”

Ladki Bahin Yojana, the
Mahayuti government's fi-
nancial assistance scheme
for women, under which

monthly instalments of
1,500 are disbursed to
around 1.5 crore eligible
beneficiaries, has been
criticised for burdening
the treasury and affecting
budgets across various de-
partments,

Diversion of funds

Ministers, including Shiv
Sena's Sanjay Shirsat (So-
cial Justice), have com-
plained of budget diver-

sions from their
departments to fund the
State government’s flag-
ship welfare scheme,

“If funds are unavailable
and the treasury is empty,
then sell the tables, chairs
and air conditioners in the
municipal offices or sell
luxurious cars of the Muni-
cipal Commissioner and
other officials, but the pen-
sion of the employees
should be paid immediate-

2.

to 1.5 crore women., FILE PHOTO

ly,” the court observed.

Official asked to reply

It added, “If the Additional
Commissioners get regular
salaries, then why can't
teachers, who served their
entire lives, get their pen-
sions?” The court has di-
rected the Additional Com-
missioner concerned to
submit an affidavit on rea-
sons for the non-payment
of pending dues.



The Bombay High Court directed the Maharashtra government to stop the
Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana if it lacks funds to pay pensions to retired
employees.

i) 3o AT - HeRTSg WRBR B (el & fo afe Jarfigd sdenRal st deA A S fagua a8l @
dl g ATt ATgeh! afgur eI 4E B |

A retired BMC (Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation) teacher filed a plea for
unpaid pension and benefits under the Seventh Pay Commission.

Tos JaTfAgd BMC (J8-d HeHTRUTIeiebT) f2I&rds 7 Arad da 31T & ded 3783 Y2 3R i &
IGIRIISCARAR RG]

The court raised serious concerns about diversion of pension funds to finance the
flagship welfare scheme.

37ETAd A Y@ BedT0T AISHT b faqaryor 3 fig e fAfd & sraast o3 iR fear sars |

Ministers (including Shiv Sena's Sanjay Shirsat) acknowledged that budget diversion
from departments was used to fund Ladki Bahin Yojana.

HEAT (fora 31 & Hora foRare Afed) 4 WieR fasar fas Ladki Bahin Yojana @ fad 9ifSd &34 &
foTg favmTi & So1e sraasiH fosar |

The case highlights the conflict between populist freebies and constitutional
obligations to pay government employees.
e B ISR BT 2 |



Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana is Maharashtra's financial assistance
scheme for women — ¥1,500/month to 1.5 crore eligible women — launched by the
Mahayuti government.

H@IHAT AT ATgh! AfgoT AN HERTS bl Afget3il & o g facdiia Teradr aie T 8 — 1.5 601 U
HigAT31i BT ¥1,500/H18 — HERIfd TRBR GRT S|

A retired BMC teacher went to the Bombay High Court because she was not getting her
pension and Pay Commission arrears despite repeated requests.

T d1fAgd BMC feigre gl 3= =—IrTerd s 1 feb TR-GR 3R b dTasa 39 UM 7R I 371317
BT IHB1AT &1 Ao TgT 2T |

The court questioned: if government has no money for pensioners, why is it giving
X1,500/month to 1.5 crore women — and told the government to prioritise pensions,
even if it means selling government assets or stopping the scheme.

37eTeTd A 927 fodT: Ufe ERPR &b I Y2MAHITAT & fofg U7 8l &, dT 1.5 3T Afgarsil ! 1,500/
HTE R < 8! & — UM I UTAfHeBdT S B Bgl, ATE ATSTT 64 B! US|

This is an important constitutional issue: pensions are a legal right/entitlement of
retired employees — they cannot be withheld to fund welfare schemes.

g Uh HEcdYUT HHTeb HeT 8: YoM AT BHATRYT BT BT ATTBR/EH & — U Bl
GISTAT3AT b faaIyor & fefQ et T&f ST HepdT|



Pension = Legal entitlement of retired government servants; withholding it is legally
and constitutionally unjustifiable.

YoM = AT ARBR FHATRT BT BT 8P; U ABAT BIAT 3R FdHTHD B F 3rfrd |
Ladki Bahin Yojana — costing approximately ¥46,000 crore annually (1.5 crore X
1,500 x 12 months) — is straining Maharashtra's treasury.

Ladki Bahin Yojana — @7 46,000 &8 ATAMT (1.5 B8 X 1,500 X 12 ATE) — HERT
& G R EaTd STeT Y&l & |

Fund diversion from departmental budgets to finance the scheme is causing
cascading failures — pension non-payment is one visible consequence.

ST & faaayoT & fA v femTi gote A U SRIdsid AT9h fawBedrai &1 BRUT g9 78T g — UM &l
3Tl A 81T Ueh g aRomH|

Seventh Pay Commission recommendations are binding — non-implementation is a
statutory violation.

HIAd I 3TN D1 FAHIREN IrABR 8 — AT T BRAT dHTfHeb Ieeio &



D5. Why Important for India? / HRd & feiq Y Agcaqui?

» Setsaprecedent: Bombay HC's remarks may influence courts across India to
scrutinise how welfare schemes are funded vs statutory obligations.

o U fRATe TfUa Fear &: 9T HC & fEuoft O R Y 37eTerdl ! ITford a3 Fabel @ fos o doeamor
AISTT31 & faraT T Y SiTe &3 |

« Pension as a fundamental right: Supreme Court has held that pension is a property
right under Article 300A — not a bounty but a deferred wage.

o UM U Hifcich IUHR & wU W: Fafed =R A HHT & o UM 319e8€ 300A & dgd Hufd &1
PR & — T T&! dfcd IR I

» Freebie politics debate: This case puts judicial spotlight on the growing political

practice of launching expensive welfare schemes before elections without adequate
fiscal planning.

o YOI 3UBR ICHITA DI IgH: T8 HTHAT AT A T&e! G ISTBIN I AISTHT b TeAT HEMT e 10T ATSTATY
35 B b gl ISt Tdeh TAT TR =ATRIP FebT2l STeTdl 8|

 Municipal finance crisis: BMC is India's richest municipal body — if even BMC can't
pay pensions, smaller ULBs across India are likely in far worse shape.

e TR fAeR fad Hee: BMC YRd 6T a3 37HR 7R fAera & — afd BMC Wl 9o 781 & Fabdt, dl VRd
& BIe ULB 9gd gt fRafd # il



History / sfdgra

Pay Commission history in India: First Pay Commission (1946); subsequent ones in
1959,1970, 1983, 1994, 2006, 2016; Seventh Pay Commission (2016) chaired by Justice
A.K. Mathur.

WIRA A dd 3TN T $AgTH: Ugel da 31T (1946); 914 6 1959, 1970, 1983, 1994, 2006, 2016
o; FrdaT aa 3TANT (2016) =gfd AK. AR B 3regarar ¥

Pension rights evolution: Pre-1972, pensions were a gratuitous payment; D.S. Nakara

vs Union of India (1982) established pension as a right, not a bounty.

YoM BRI BT faPb: 1972 F ugel YoM 373U YT 2iT; D.S. THRT §4TH WRd §9 (1982) T 42
I TR P BU A WU foa|

Geography | el

BMC (Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation): Governs Mumbai — area 603 sq km;
India's financial capital; BMC is India's richest municipal body with annual budget
~X50,000 crore+.

BMC (§&={d3 HgTRUTfeIebT): HaIg T 28T — 603 a7 fobHT; Wk <! fefdtar Isrurt; BMC
~50,000 &RVg+ aTfties FoTC P HI HR BT HIH 3THR TR fFAdr |

Maharashtra — India's largest state economy (GDP ~340 lakh crore); houses Mumbai,
Pune, Nagpur financial hubs.

HERTS, — HRA P HaH g1 159 37feqael (GDP ~40 A1 B13); Hars, Yol, AR faxdiia b



Pay Commissions of India (Static GK):

e 15t (1946) | 2nd (1959) | 3rd (1970) | 4th (1983) | 5th (1994) | 6th (2006) | 7th
(2016, Chairman: Justice A.K. Mathur) | 8th Pay Commission announced for
2026

e 8T daH 3T 2026 & foiw BfSd|

Key Supreme Court Judgments on Pension:

« D.S.Nakara vs UOI (1982): Pension = right, not bounty; pensioners form a
class

« State of Punjab vs Igbal Singh (1976): Pension cannot be reduced arbitrarily
 Deokinandan Prasad vs State of Bihar (1971): Pension is a constitutional
right
Freebie Debate — Key Cases:

e S.Subramaniam Balaji vs TN (2013): SC held election promises of freebies
not corrupt practice

« Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay vs UOI (2022): SC constituted expert committee
to examine freebies; called it a "serious issue"
FRBM Act key targets:
e Centre: Fiscal deficit < 3% of GDP; Revenue deficit = 0%
« States have their own FRBM targets (generally similar)
o g IASTPRINIA H1eT < GDP &1 3%; ISR °1el = 0%



FRBM Act key targets:
e Centre: Fiscal deficit < 3% of GDP; Revenue deficit = 0%
« States have their own FRBM targets (generally similar)
o g ASTHINIT 11T < GDP BT 3%; IS 11T = 0%

Article 300A: Right to property — a constitutional right (not a fundamental right since
44th Amendment 1978); property cannot be deprived except by authority of law.

HTE 300A: Ul BT MUIBER — 447 T 1978 & 912 I Hifcids 1fUHER 78], HduTd 3foeR |

Similar welfare schemes across India (for context):
o LadkiBahin (Maharashtra) — X1,500/month

e Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman Yojana (Delhi) — X1,000/month (proposed)
e GruhaLakshmi (Karnataka) — %2,000/month

e Tamil Nadu — various women welfare schemes

o HERTS, oot Ffes, affarg — fafi= wfgar seamor dsmmng



Consider the following statements regarding pension rights and welfare schemes in
India: WRd H U2M 31fIBRY 3R Seamor G131l & e # fAfafed seml W faar
1. In D.S. Nakara vs Union of India (1982), the Supreme Court held that pension is a

bounty paid at the government's discretion. D.S. FBRI §4TH HRd ¥9 (1982) H, Jdf=
ST A T fb Y2 WRBR b fddes R a1 ST arar <A 2 |

2. The FRBM Act (2003) mandates that the central government maintain fiscal deficit
within 3% of GDP. FRBM 3ftif43H (2003) H g EHR b GDP &b 3% o HIdR ASTh NI el
FATY 3@ T TS0 &

3. Orders of the Bombay High Court on matters of municipal finance can be appealed to
the Supreme Court of India. 7R fa< & HTH! H GTH 3T ATATAT & 37120 Bl Rd & Jd e
AT H 3741 faT ST HepdT & |

4. The Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki Bahin Yojana provides X1,500 per month to
approximately 1.5 crore women beneficiaries. g@ﬂ?ﬁq@m IfRUT AT ATHT 1.5 RIS
wfget AR Y X1,500 U ATE WalH &l 8 |

Which of the statements are correct? BIH J BT Jel 872



RALLAL LI

Seba At S
e —

INBRIEY

el

asl v Leader
Ther Bt Jawarw Dol ORITS om0
et
Pk oo
L

B collers v

Proey wbd & wid
i o bt S

Former IAS officer sent to

A rrnat fume s Prvhey sers basmes (A% i
Agurenl

1 barve At b pambcn Sutyumney dpene.” e wahd. o~

catden gy

Stop Ladki Bahin if there
are no funds for pension:
HC to Maharashtra govt.

-l oftos, Ing s pescon of roud swnpliees,

ORI Il SUaY nt il Basaring phea of 4 BOVIC Bsacher over non pen e of percing Suwetin

Dhe Uwaeidy did STty

D e e
b tamiae ) o — 1 D

s o i
e s of Basuls. T -

Msaviern, wakatog My ::«
Sy Swguy Mersa 15

ol fethv b one
Platsed o Sucge dwer

Top court refuses to
intervene in voter
deletion case in T.N.

Suspended
officials still at
work's JSK Dy
M secks probe

Man killed in Ganderbal
encounter PDP worker,

e P e
Py
Progies Demwewess Party
SR et 1 Bhst we DN M Ml Silicd o
f ey
- T e
R L T )

and BJP trade
barbs in Haryana over
Crop procurement issue

o —— oot
el e R

v, e
M g -
ot -
aer ap— - -
b .

perrr—rm

P st ot
e e ]
Vo et -
e
e

s ol N e e assieed  leesering T Msiah
B et R e TP ARt s e e i -
R e S o T (e By, D A
vhoum lvgatnrn” be sabd | vomond then e e o0 ewe  “Snhading She Armey

Tt Sie v, e D At v, hee sakd The Sady mm o &
POIY O ot O the 08 Yoo Ay om agedl 1 bewnd oo b Suried - e
Tchew s Do fosew Threc- | clmmmerd ¥ e kel a o Bkl Gt % e
o wa  ptoern o e | st by Garwirtls Avke  Iaiied = 8 gyt b
e ewm i | e St e ke 6 Wadder " ok
Bt S (e ey w— — g b i

T — L L AT ——

wy. ety g | i M s s i mecurioy s &
e W wnnhl o sennbent b buay sebids blind b o
e et - boed Sy e

i
i
i

WO farmeny, Conomieon  mance ek & Sk st
v sl Ao wew  fwrnrs e bl . oo
I e
e e Lk OF Moay L e 0 e g o
IR gt o b e
ol T lagentnen of Ve e

-
L ———

The Wikl tnamrase of %>
R
-t

B

s s P B
B

" o phaoe CHab © Jurmsers
e




Cong. to consult allies on
quota law, delimitation

Kharge to convene INDIA bloc meeting ahead of the three-day Special Session to amend women’s

reservation law; CWC in favour of immediate quota, but wants wider consultation on delimitation

NEW DELHI

he Congress Work-
T ing Committee
(CWC) on Friday
discussed the Central go-
vernment's move to carry
out the delimitation exer-
cise on the basis of the 2011
census and operationalise
the women's reservation
law. It then announced
that the party will formu-
late a joint strategy for the
Special Session of Parlia-
ment after consulting oth-
er Opposition parties.
Congress president Mal-
likarjun Kharge will con-
vene a meeting of the In-
dian National
Developmental, Inclusive
Alliance (INDIA) on April
15, a day before the three-
day Special Session begins
to amend the women’s re-
servation law so that it can
be implemented by the
2029 Lok Sabha election
and increase the strength
of the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies by 50%.

‘Serious consequences’
In his opening speech to
the CWC, Mr. Kharge said
the proposed changes will
have “serious consequenc-
es” and will “seriously im-
pact” the electoral system.
“It [the government]
wants to increase the Lok

Key meeting: Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge with party leaders Rahul Gandhi and K.C.

Venugopal and others during the CWC meeting at Indira Bhawan in New Delhi on Friday. P1i

Sabha seats from 543 to
816. There will be an in-
crease in the same propor-
tion in the legislative As-
semblies. This delimitation
proposal will have serious
consequences. Therefore,
there is a need for a deep
discussion on delimita-
tion,” Mr. Kharge said.

At the closed-door
meeting, sources said, dis-
cussions centred around
evolving a strategy that
makes it clear that the Con-
gress supports the imme-
diate implementation of
women's reservation law,
but wants wider consulta-
tion on the delimitation
exercise.

Congress Parliamentary
Party chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, who joined the

meeting online, said the
party cannot be seen op-
posing the immediate im-
plementation of women’s
reservation, while Rahul
Gandhi asserted the delim-
itation will necessarily lead
to a talk of a North-South
divide. This point was am-
plified by Telangana Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy
and Karnataka Chief Minis-
ter Siddaramaiah.

MP Manish Tewari is
said to have argued that in-
stead of fixing a predeter-
mined number like 50%,
the strength of legislature
should be fixed post cen-
sus. Seats can then be re-
served for women on the
current strength of 543
members.

Party leader Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra noted that it
was important to under-
stand the government's
larger plan behind the
move.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress commu-
nications chief Jairam Ra-
mesh reiterated the party’s
demand for an all-party
meeting after the ongoing
Assembly elections get ov-
er on April 29. "It [delimi-
tation] will have far-reach-
ing consequences,” he
said. "The issue is not wo-
men'’s reservation. This is
the Prime Minister’s game.
He owes an apology to the
women of the country for
disregarding the Congress
suggestion of implement-
ing the law in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.”



The Central government announced a Special Session of Parliament (3 days) to
amend the Women's Reservation Law and implement it by the 2029 Lok Sabha
election.

&g HIBR A HiGET IREUT BT H H2ATeH 3R 2029 FANHHHT GATd ddb 8 17 B b el HHE BT
faery 9= (3 fe) =fva fasam|

The government also proposed delimitation on the basis of 2011 Census, increasing
Lok Sabha seats from 543 to 816 and State Assembly seats by 50%.

TRBR A 2011 SATUFET &b TR YR YR BT U1 3T — dATepaIT H1e 543 A 816 31 faumamr
e 50% g8 &b |

Congress Working Committee (CWC) met to formulate strategy — supports women's

quota immediately but demands wider consultation on delimitation.

S B Afafd (CWC) A 30 1 o g daes bt — Afgar 3iRgT gia e, afds afida
IR 19 WRTHf Y HTT |

Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge to convene INDIA bloc meeting on April 15
— one day before the Special Session starts.

B 3reef Afeeidrold @il 15 38d BT INDIA TSaHH d66 ot — Ay 93 J s e ugal|

Delimitation is being opposed as a potential North-South divide — southern states
fear loss of representation due to lower population growth.

IFRIH BT THTfId 3TR-&f&T0T faToT & % B faRTer — afaoft s BT dH SR gfig & HROT
gfdfifer &1 g w1




Women's Reservation Law (Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023) reserves 33%
seats in Lok Sabha and State Assemblies for women — but it requires delimitation first
before it can be implemented.

HigdT AREUT B (ARY 2Afe de 3rfafaam, 2023) @t 3R s & 33% e nfgamsi
& Y 3Rferd BT & — AAfs AN 8 A gl URTHA SIed 21

Delimitation means redrawing the boundaries of electoral constituencies based on
population data from a census — it also determines how many seats each state gets.

IR 6T Hddd & STTUMET & TUR R [Hafe & & @m0 & fos I TiaAr — I8 I8 ¥t ag &dl
¢ b U® 359 Y fopa-1 A1 faerdt £

Southern states (Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra, Telangana) controlled their

population growth better — so if seats are allocated purely on population, they may
lose relative representation compared to populous northern states.

Eferuft ISt A ST g ) g fafad fasar — gafey afe die fagg sewear w smafed e, ara
IARI I Y g1 H Araed wfafAfoe @ Jbd 2 |

Congress supports women's reservation now but wants the delimitation debate to be

done separately and carefully.
BT 30} AfEAT 3TR&HUT BT THA B! € Afdh URRITHA T8 Y 37T I 3R ATauT-yd e AT Tet
gl



Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (Women's Reservation Act), 2023: Passed by
Parliament in September 2023; reserves 33% seats for women in Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies; but linked to delimitation — hence not yet implemented.

AR 2rfard g 3rfefaam, 2023: fAder 2023 # T3 gRT UTRd; Afgarsi & fav 33% die 3Rferd;
o IRIAT & S[eT — Safery 3nft @n A&l
Delimitation was last done in 2002 based on 2001 Census (effective from 2008

elections); due to constitutional freeze (Article 82/170), no change was made after 2001
Census till now.

R 3ifdH IR 2001 STATUMET & 3R 1R 2002 H g31T (2008 AT J THTdT); Hdurfes s
(37e8< 82/170) & HRUT 2001 FHTUMT & d1E BIS I&ATd el |
Constitutional freeze on delimitation was placed by 42nd Amendment (1976) —

frozen till 2000; extended by 84th Amendment (2001) till after 2026.

IR U= HdumfAes b 429 T2 (1976) gRT— 2000 deb STHIT; 84d H2e (2001) gRT
2026 < 91 deb daTaT|

Government is now proposing using 2011 Census (instead of waiting for 2021 Census,
delayed due to COVID) as the basis.

TRPHR 319 2011 SFFATUET (2021 FATUMET, ST COVID & BRYT facifad, BT SaoTR &3 i ao11) bl
3THR &b BY W IUINT B3 BT U1 S T8l 2




History | sfds/g

73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments (1992-93): Introduced 33% reservation
for women in Panchayati Raj institutions and Urban Local Bodies — Women's
Reservation in Parliament has been pending since then.

739 3R 749 AU H2MHA (1992-93): G 15T HEAT3AT 3R et T (Heprai # Afgersii &
feTT 33% 3TR&UT — HHe | AfgelT RE0Tde & wfad|

Women's Reservation Bill: First introduced in 1996 (Deve Gowda government);
lapsed multiple times over 27 years; finally passed as Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
in September 2023.

HigET 3IR&T faoad: Ugell R 1996 H (XTSI TBR) ULr; 27 a8f H s aR FHI; 3idd: fAder
2023 # R} 2Aferd de 3ifafam & wu § arid |

Delimitation Commission History: Set up under Delimitation Commission Act;
previous commissions in 1952,1963, 1973, 2002.

ORI 3T sfder: uRI 3 s1fefam & agd wenfud; foss 3manT 1952, 1963, 1973,
2002 H|



Article 82 (Lok Sabha delimitation) and Article 170 (State Assembly delimitation):
Mandate readjustment of seats after each Census; but constitutional amendments
froze this.

ST 82 (AIHTHT URRIH) 3R 37282 170 (1Y faumaeT afRiHe): T SATUMET & a1 Hiel
P JIHATIAISH BT 3782 |

42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976): Froze delimitation till year 2000 (to
encourage family planning — southern states' compliance rewarded, but now being

penalised).
4247 AU H2ea (1976 ): tREHT B 2000 a6 STHIT (YRR FaSH Wiaarfad &3 & ) |

84th Constitutional Amendment (2001): Extended freeze on seat reallocation till
after 2026 census.

84T HfTHT T2ATH (2001): 2026 STUMT % 9T ddb H1e GATaR0T TR Vb F2TE |

Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (Constitution 106th Amendment Act, 2023): Inserts
Article 330A (Lok Sabha) and Article 332A (State Assemblies); effective only after
delimitation following next Census.

AR 2ferey de srfafaw (|fdem 106aT HeireA ifefiam, 2023): 3e% 330A (chdwT) 3R
HTBE 332A (T fUTaTY) FfFfeTd; 3Tef STATOTAT o aTe UfRTHA & 1e € JHTa |

Delimitation Commission Act, 2002: Constituted the last Delimitation Commission;

any new exercise will need fresh legislative/constitutional basis.

IR 3maT 3rfafaad, 2002: 3ifaw TRIHT 3T &1 e faar|



» Key Constitutional Articles for Delimitation:
» Article 82: Parliament to readjust Lok Sabha seats after each Census / SIHTUHET
& g1e AR HIeT BT GAHATATSH
« Article 170: State Legislative Assembly seat readjustment / I farm=uT Hiel
CAReCRLIRICE]
e Article 330A (new): Women's reservation in Lok Sabha | @4 § AfgelT 3TRe0T
« Article 332A (new): Women's reservation in State Assemblies / I faumAanT3i
H AfEeT 3TRE0T
« Constitutional Amendments Linked to This Topic:

e 42nd Amendment (1976) — froze delimitation

73rd Amendment (1992) — 33% for women in Panchayats
74th Amendment (1993) — 33% for women in ULBs

84th Amendment (2001) — extended delimitation freeze
106th Amendment (2023) — Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam

e Global Comparison — Women in Parliament (2024):
e Rwanda: ~61% | Iceland: ~47% | Sweden: ~46% | India: ~15%
o @iET: ~61% | 3TgHlS: ~47% | Wie: ~46% | MRd: ~15%

« TFR (Total Fertility Rate) Key Data:
* Replacement level TFR = 2.1

o Kerala~1.8| Tamil Nadu ~1.7 | Karnataka ~1.9 | Bihar ~3.0 | UP ~2.4
(approximate, Needs verification)

o GfdRTIT &R TFR = 2.1 | el ~1.8 | dfAer1g ~1.7 | f§gR ~3.0



L. Statement-Based MCQ |/ ®[-3mTRd MCQ

Consider the following statements about Women's Reservation and Delimitation in

India: YRd W AigAT 31R&0T 3R 9T & 9R § fAfaf@d A ) faar &

1. The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam (2023) reserves 33% seats for women in Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies, and it can be implemented from the next election without

delimitation. TR} erfart g tfafFam (2023) @ATEIHT 3R I faumgHT3n ° 33% e 3mRfara
BT 8, 3R S URETHT &b M1 37Tl AT J AT fdT ST HepT 2 |

2. The 42nd Constitutional Amendment (1976) froze delimitation to prevent states

implementing family planning from losing parliamentary seats. 424 faem F2y=
(1976) 3 UR=THT Y AebT d1fs IRAR TS AT B3 dTel Aot bl T T T Tar U

3. Orders of the Delimitation Commission can be challenged in the Supreme Court of

India. GRETHT 31T &b 312N T WRd &b Hafed =ATaTerd H YAl &t ST Hebdl 8|

4. The government proposes increasing Lok Sabha seats from 543 to 816 based on the
2011 Census. TRHR 2011 SFATUMET & ATHR TR @Al HIE 543 F 98TdR 816 P BT UXdTd <dl & |

Which of the statements given above are correct? 3Wad # A P A BT Tel 82
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U.S., Iran hold direct talks in Pak. as truce holds

Pak. PM meets U.S. team, led by Vance, and
Speaker Galibaf-led Iranian team separately

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

he United States

and Iran began

face-to-face nego-
tiations in Pakistan on Sa-
turday, days after a fragile,
two-week ceasefire was an-
nounced in the war that
has killed thousands of pe-
ople and shaken global
markets.

The White House con-
firmed the direct nature of
the talks, a rare instance of
high-level U.S. government
engagement with the Ira-
nian government.

The U.S. delegation, led
by Vice-President J.D.
Vance, and the Iranian de-
legation, led by Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Bagh-
er Qalibaf, met with Pakis-
tani Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif separately
ahead of the three-party
talks with Pakistan.

Iran’s state-run news
agency said the talks had
begun after Iranian pre-
conditions, including a re-
duction in Israeli strikes on
southern Lebanon, were
met.

Iran doubled down on
parts of its earlier propo-
sal, with its delegation tell-
ing Iranian state television
it had presented some of
the plan’s ideas as “red
lines” in meetings with Mr.
Sharif. Those included
compensation for damage
caused by the U.S.-Israeli
strikes and releasing Iran’s
frozen assets.

The Strait of Hormuz re-
mains among the main
points of “serious disagree-
ment”, Iran’s Tasnim news
agency reported, adding
that consultations were
continuing despite what it
described as excessive U.S.
demands, while Iran insist-
ed on preserving its mili-

Iran state media says negotiations began
after ‘preconditions’ raised by Iran were met

oy,

% L - N

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif speaks with Iran Parliament Speaker Mohammed Bagher

Ghalibaf in the presence of other top officials from both countries in Islamabad on Saturday. AFp

tary gains. U.S. President
Donald Trump, ahead of
the talks, accused Iran of
using the Strait of Hormuz,
a key artery for global
energy supplies, for extor-
tion, and told reporters on
Friday that it would be

opened “with or without
them”.

More rounds of talks

While Iran state media said
two rounds of discussions
were over and a third is ex-
pected on Saturday night

or on Sunday, the White
House said talks were on-
going late on Saturday.

On Saturday, Mr. Trump
said on social media that
the U.S. had begun “clear-
ing out” the strait, but it
was unclear whether he

Tehran insists on preserving military gains,
seeks compensation for damage caused in war

was referring to the report-
ed use of mines there or
Iran’s broader ability to
control the area.

Since the Islamic Revo-
lution in 1979, the most di-
rect contact Washington
had with Tehran was in
2013 when then-President
Barack Obama called new-
ly elected President Hassan
Rouhani to discuss Iran’s
nuclear programme. The
recent highest-level meet-
ings were between Secre-
tary of State John Kerry
and counterpart Moham-
mad Javad Zarif during
talks over the programme.

The war has killed at
least 3,000 people in Iran,
1,953 in Lebanon, 23 in Is-
rael and more than a dozen
in Gulf Arab states, and
caused lasting damage to
infrastructure in half a do-
zen regional countries.
Iran’s chokehold on the vi-
tal Strait of Hormuz has lar-

gely cut off the Persian Gulf
and its oil and gas exports
from the global economy.
Reflecting the high stakes,
officials from the region
said Chinese, Egyptian,
Saudi and Qatari officials
were in Islamabad to indi-
rectly facilitate the talks.

Meanwhile, Israel
pressed ahead with strikes
in Lebanon after saying
there is no ceasefire there.
Iran and Pakistan have dis-
agreed. Iranian Foreign Mi-
nister Araghchi had said
Tehran was entering nego-
tiations with “deep dis-
trust” after strikes on Iran
during previous rounds of
talks. Mr. Araghchi said on
Saturday that his country
was prepared to retaliate if
attacked again.

(With inputs from Reu-
ters and AFP)
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Anthropic (Al company behind Claude) announced Claude Mythos — its most
powerful LLM yet, capable of finding previously undetected bugs in decades-old
software.

Anthropic (Claude & 9i& Al &u-T) 7 Claude Mythos &1 SIN0TT dl — 379 ddb &1 T8
2rferTemalt LLM, STl &2feh! QR ATUeddR H Ugel A 3137Td o7 WieT H FaH |

Anthropic announced Project Glasswing — a defensive cybersecurity initiative with
Microsoft, Apple, Cisco and other companies — using Mythos to find vulnerabilities
before attackers exploit them.

Anthropic - Project Glasswing &1 €501 &I — Microsoft, Apple, Cisco 3iR 3= BufAai &
T U & THD HISER &M Uged |

Mythos has already found "hundreds" of severe security vulnerabilities in open-

source software — raising questions about public release.

Mythos 7 Tga H & 3NUA-HIH AoedeR # "HAbel" THIR GRaT HHaiiai @ISt 8|

India's IT Ministry and CERT-In are actively studying the implications of Mythos —
directly relevant to India's digital infrastructure.

HRA &1 IT #3131k CERT-In Mythos & fAfgareif &1 afeha %0 & s av e 2|

This raises the "Al race" dilemma: Should powerful Al tools be publicly released even
if they could enable cyberattacks?

gg " Al atg" gfaHT 33TdT 8: ot 2rferiTeil Al 30T ATefoTiep U A SIRT by ST 1Y, Hel €1
TSER GHA Pl HEH BT Heb?



Claude is an Al chatbot/LLM (Large Language Model) made by Anthropic — competes
with ChatGPT (OpenAl) and Gemini (Google); runs as Haiku, Sonnet, and Opus
versions.

Claude Anthropic gRT =TT T Ueb Al dedic/LLM (8T HIYT Hisdl) € — ChatGPT (OpenAl)
3R Gemini (Google) @& 912 ufdwryf; Haiku, Sonnet, 31k Opus J¥a0T|

Claude Mythos is an even more powerful version being kept restricted — not for
general public — because it can find security holes in software that even human
experts missed for decades.

Claude Mythos 3R} 2rfarremett T & oY ufdeifera @ o er @ — wiifds g Q=i JRem
ST @ISt bl & Sl 719 farest Wi gerepl deb T&l @it uTg |

Project Glasswing is Anthropic's plan to use Mythos to find these bugs first and help

companies fix them — before hackers find them.

Project Glasswing Anthropic %1 1M1 8 fds Mythos &1 3001 63 Uge 37 a7 Bl @iol 3R
HUTY P 378 SIch B H HAG PY — abd &b @il I Ugal |

The risk: If Mythos gets into wrong hands, it could be used to attack rather than defend

critical software infrastructure.

SIfEm: af& Mythos TTefd g1eii # Ug ST1Y, d g7ehT 3uNT Hecruf TToedr farct ere R gHel a3
& g fasam s aedr 1

India is concerned because its IT sector, government systems, and banking rely heavily
on open-source and foreign software — which Mythos has already found
vulnerabilities in.

YR ffdd € silfes et IT &1, TRBRT JuTTed! 37 feb 3iTo-Hi 3R fadeft Hiteder w ffk sed
2l



Player / 9&f Role / fdeT

Anthropic San Francisco-based Al company; developed Claude family; launched
Mythos and Project Glasswing / Claude 9RdR g1 d1eit SF f&a Al BU-t

Claude Mythos Most powerful LLM by Anthropic; restricted release; finds software
vulnerabilities / Anthropic &T a3 2rfariemett LLM; Ufddferd Refter

Project Glasswing Defensive cybersecurity initiative using Mythos; 40+ company consortium /
Mythos T 3TN B dTeil ITHS ATgaR Ugel

Microsoft, Apple, Cisco  Project Glasswing partners; their products scan for vulnerabilities / Project

Glasswing TieR
OpenAlI (ChatGPT) Anthropic's key competitor in LLM space / LLM &3 # Anthropic &1 9q&
IR L]
Google (Gemini) Another major LLM competitor / U&s 3= ¥q& LLM ufaeaeif
CERT-In India's Computer Emergency Response Team; studying Mythos implications

| HRd bt CERT; Mythos & fAfgdreif &1 srega=

DSCI (Data Security Indian industry body for data protection; Vinay Godse raised India's concerns

Council of India) | MR 8T R&M 3T e

Nasscom India's IT industry association; involved in the discussion / WRd &7 IT 3&TT 4§49



Anthropic: Founded 2021; HQ San Francisco; founders include Dario Amodei (CEO)
and Daniela Amodei (President) — former OpenAl researchers.

Anthropic: 2021 ¥ 21fud; HQ I Whifdwp!; I¥mded Dario Amodei (CEO) 3R Daniela
Amodei (President) — Yd OpenAl 2Tl |

OpenAl: Founded 2015; HQ San Francisco; CEO Sam Altman; developed ChatGPT,
GPT-A4.

OpenAL 2015 ¥ /1fdd; CEO ¥ 3ifeeiiq; ChatGPT, GPT-4 fawfad

Nasscom: National Association of Software and Services Companies; HQ New Delhi;
apex IT industry body in India.

Nasscom: GT9ddR 3R AT U] o1 I &3 HQ T3 feewt!; WRd ® ot IT 3am A

DSCI (Data Security Council of India): Set up by Nasscom; promotes data protection
practices in India.

DSCI: Nasscom gRT ¥T{Ud; HRd H ST HI&UT Y1371 Pl dTdT <l & |

MeitY (Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology): Nodal ministry for IT,

Al and cybersecurity policy in India.

MeitY: ¥Rd # IT, Al 3R HTgeR Y& Aifd & feiy Areed 7arerd |



Consider the following statements about Claude Mythos, Project Glasswing, and India's
Al-cybersecurity posture: Claude Mythos, Project Glasswing 3iR WRd &I AI-dTSaR &
fRafd & aR # fAfafad weE) w fdar &3

j

Claude Mythos is being made freely available to the general public as Anthropic's
flagship product. Claude Mythos @I Anthropic & WHE 3c1E o B9 H 31TH ST b felg T
BY A IYTe BRIIT ST IET 2 |

Project Glasswing is a defensive cybersecurity initiative involving a consortium of over

40 companies, including Microsoft, Apple, and Cisco. Project Glasswing Uds Y&TcHP
TSER YR Ugd & fSaH Microsoft, Apple 3R Cisco Ifgd 40 & 31feies wufTal &1 vas Tg 2nfie
gl

India's CERT-In and IT Ministry have been studying the implications of Claude
Mythos for Indian cybersecurity. WRd &I CERT-In 3iR IT HATeTI HRA I HTSER JR&T & feiv
Claude Mythos @ fAfgdreif &7 3 R w & |

Claude's product family, in increasing order of sophistication, comprises Haiku,
Sonnet, and Opus. g&d! URBAdT & %A H Claude &1 3c78 IRIR Haiku, Sonnet 3iR Opus ¥
Tl

Which of the statements are correct? BT A AT T &2
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UPI at 10: The
backbone of
India’s digital
financial
ecosystem

BENGALURU

A decade after its launch,
India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) has evolved
from a simple money
transfer system into the
backbone of the country’s
digital economy, clocking
exponential growth in
both scale and scope.
From just 17.86 million
transactions worth 36,952
crore in FY17, UPI has
surged to 218.98 billion
transactions totalling near-
ly 3285 lakh crore in FY26,
according to Tracxn data.

Monthly transactions
Monthly transaction value
has risen from ¥21 lakh
crore in FY20 to about 30
lakh crore, underscoring
strong post-pandemic
adoption. The platform
now serves around 400
million active users, with
nearly 250 million daily us-
ers and about 450 million
monthly users, as high-
lighted by CRED co-foun-
der Kunal Shah.

UPI is also gaining trac-
tion in recurring pay-
ments, with close to 100
million autopay mandates
and around 500 million
monthly autopay debits.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

UPI'S 10-YEAR JOURNEY

August 29, 2016
PhonePe launched

December 2016

NPCl's UPI app BHIM was
launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi

August 2018
UPI 2.0 launched, QR code scan
payments launched for merchants

January 2020

Govt announced zero
MDR for UPI transactions,
merchant adoption
soared

June 2021
Monthly transaction value
crossed Rs 5 lakh crore

May 2022
Monthly transaction value crossed
Rs 10 lakh crore

February 2023
UPI international launch with
Singapore

September 2023
ATM cash withdrawal using UPI

August 2025
Monthly transaction volume
crosses 20 billion

moneycontrol

o0NDeo0on

April 11, 2016
UPI pilot launched

November 2016

Demonetisation announced,
government urges people to adopt
digital payments

September 2077

Google Pay, then known as Tez,
was launched

December 2018
Monthly transaction value crossed
Rs 1lakh crore

October 2020
Monthly transaction volume
crossed 1 billion

March 2022
Monthly transaction volume
crossed 5 billion

September 2022
RuPay credit card linkage to UPI,
UPI Lite launched

August 2023
Monthly transaction volume
crossed 10 billion

May 2024
Monthly transaction value crosses
Rs 20 lakh crore

March 2026
Monthly transaction value approaches
Rs 30 lakh crore



UPI completed 10 years since its launch — evolved from a simple money transfer
system to the backbone of India's digital economy.

UPI A 319+ @1 &b 91 10 T8 T fbT — U ATIROT U &R 0T HUTTert & HRd i ffSieet srefaaawar
Y3 99 T

UPI transactions surged to 218.98 billion transactions worth nearly X285 lakh crore
in FY26 — exponential growth from 17.86 million transactions worth ¥6,952 crore in
FY17.

UPI @177 FY26 & 218.98 fafci e e 3tk @i 285 o a1 de Ugar — FY17 % 17.86
fAfeTaT o7 31k X6,952 BHIg 4|

UPI now serves ~400 million active users, ~250 million daily users, and ~450 million
monthly users.

UPI 319 ~400 faferaa afssa 3uanreatsn, ~250 fafaaa e 3uahmeatsi 31k ~450 fafaaa
AT IUANTHAT3N Bl JdT BT & |

UPI is expanding into recurring payments — ~100 million autopay mandates and ~500
million monthly autopay debits.

UPI 31ral YTa H fawdR &3 818 — ~100 fAfera 3ierd #se 31k ~500 fAfae arfdes s
sfeel

UPl is being cited as a global model for digital public infrastructure — being exported
to multiple countries.

UPI &I féfSiea ardsifies gfard efa & feddws uisd & w0 A 3gd fhar s ar 2|




UPI (Unified Payments Interface) is a real-time payment system built by NPCI
(National Payments Corporation of India) — allows instant 24x7 money transfer
between bank accounts using a smartphone.

UPI (fA%Tgs I¥eH $e%pd) NPCI (F2Fe INeH HIaReM 31T $fean) gry fAfid ve Raa-erg
YITAT YUTTe! 8 — FHIEHI BT 3G b sicb Wl b &1 deeblel 24X 7 U E&ITav0T|

Instead of typing account numbers and IFSC codes, UPI uses a simple VPA (Virtual

Payment Address) like name@bank — making payments as easy as sending a text
message.

AT 7eR 3R [FSC PIe eTgY &_A &b 511, UPI eb TRl VPA (af37et UHe Ug¥) i name@bank
BT 39N HAT & |

UPI started in 2016 — powered by India's JAM Trinity (Jan Dhan + Aadhaar + Mobile)
— and has become the world's largest real-time payment system by volume.

UPI 2016 H [3 §31T — WRd Bt JAM (e (S 44 + 3R + RiaTse) gRT Iarfeid — iR AT S
fedTa A g1 b1 G Tt RIA-2TgH Y™ YOTTel! & T |

Its success is built on being free, instant, interoperable (works across all banks and

apps like PhonePe, GPay, Paytm) and accessible even to small merchants.
SH D! HBeTdl JU, dehlct, SeATRE (FH dapi 31k PhonePe, GPay, Paytm SI¥ Ut H &TH &dt
8) IR YA A W AT 2|



History | gfdgra

« Currency evolution in India: Barter - Cowrie shells - Coins (Mauryan era) - Paper
currency (British era) - Digital payments (21st century) — UPI represents the latest
stage.

o VR W YT &1 f[dbrT: a5 faf 7 > PiEt > Gas (AR Br1er) - wrrstt gar (fafeer o) - e
YITdT — UPI FdiHdH =R0T|

« Demonetisation (November 8,2016): Banned X500 and 1000 notes — massive
catalyst for UPI adoption; UPI launched just months earlier (April 2016).

o faqgieor (8 AdeR 2016): X500 37k 1000 A Hfdeifeiad — UPI 3794 o1 &1 36Kb; UPI &
HEI Ugel 81 1l g31T (378 2016) |

Geography [ e
« UPI'sinternational footprint: Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka (South Asia); Singapore,
Malaysia (Southeast Asia); UAE (West Asia); France, UK (Europe) — India's digital
reach spreading globally.

o UPI &I 3ieRTsra 3ufRafa: Futet, yer, st AR, #aifrr; UAE; %9, UK
» Digital divide: Rural-urban gap in UPI adoption — states like Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Telangana lead; northeastern states and rural UP, Bihar lag.

o fEfSiea favem: UPI 3r09m o areivr-2&dt 3fak — HERTS, dATeds 31T, 3a3-9d 3R UrHior UP, Bihar
=]




Comparable Payment Systems Globally:
e Brazil — PIX (launched 2020): Near-UPI adoption rate
« EU — SEPA Instant: European instant payments
o Singapore — PayNow: Real-time payments
« USA — FedNow (2023): Just launched; far behind UPI in adoption
« China — Alipay/WeChat Pay: Private; not interoperable like UPI

CBDC (Central Bank Digital Currency) — e-Rupee:
e Launched by RBI in pilot form (2022-23)
« Two types: Wholesale (eX-W) and Retail (eX-R)
» Future integration with UPI being explored

e RBIgRT2022-23 H qrIeic ®BU H 2R5; UPI & AT TebIehUT bl Wil
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Iran, U.S. blame each other as talks fail

Talks collapsed over Iran’s refusal to abandon
nuclear weapon, says U.S. after 21-hours of talks

Associated Press
ISLAMABAD

he United States
T and Iran ended
face-to-face talks in

Pakistan on Sunday with-
out an agreement, each
side keeping the onus on
the other without narrow-
ing their differences and
leaving a fragile two-week
ceasefire in the war in West
Asia in doubt.

U.S. officials said the
talks collapsed over Iran’s
refusal to commit to aban-
doning the path to a nu-
clear weapon, while Ira-
nian officials blamed the
“U.S. overreach” for the
breakdown of the talks
without mentioning specif-
ic sticking points.

Neither side indicated
what will happen after the
truce expires on April 22.

Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar said his coun-
try will try to facilitate a
new dialogue in the com-

Hanging in the balance

The breakdown of talks leaves doubt over the future of the two-week ceasefire in the war in West Asia

ing days. “We need to see
an affirmative commit-
ment that they will not
seek a nuclear weapon,
and they will not seek the
tools that would enable
them to quickly achieve a
nuclear weapon,” U.S.
Vice-President J.D. Vance
said after the 21-hour talks.

Iran’s Parliament Speak-
er Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, who led the Iran

delegation, said it was time
for the US. “to decide
whether it can gain our
trust or not”.

Fragile truce

Iran had very good initia-
tives to show goodwill in
talks, which led to progress
in the negotiations, the Ira-
nian Speaker said in com-
ments carried by state me-
dia on Sunday.

We need to see an
affirmative commitment

that they [Iran] will not seek a
nuclear weapon
J.D. VANCE, U.S. Vice-President

!Q It is time for the US. to
decide whether it can gain

our trust or not — MOHAMMAD
BAGHER GHALIBAF, Iran Speaker

als escort U.S. delegation leaving after the talks on Sunday, AFp

Iranian officials earlier
said the talks fell apart over
two or three key issues,
withouth specifying them,
blaming what they called
U.S. overreach.

“It is imperative that the
parties continue to uphold
their commitment to cease
fire,” Pakistan’s Foreign Mi-
nister said.

Iran has long denied
seeking nuclear weapons

Trump threatens
to blockade the
Strait of Hormuz

ISLAMABAD/WASHINGTON
U.S. President Donald Trump
on Sunday said on his Truth
Social platform that the U.S.
Navy would “immediately”
begin a blockade to stop ships
from entering or leaving the
Strait of Hormuz, after U.S.-Iran
peace talks in Pakistan ended

without agreement. » PAGE 14

but has insisted on its right
to a civilian nuclear pro-
gramme, It has offered “af-
firmative commitments” in
the past in writing, includ-
ing in the landmark 2015
nuclear deal.

Experts say its stockpile
of enriched uranium,
though not weapons-
grade, is only a short tech-
nical step away.

Since the U.S. and Israel

launched the war on Fe-
bruary 28, it has killed at
least 3,000 people in Iran,
2,020 in Lebanon, 23 in Is-
rael, and more than a do-
zen in Gulf Arab states, and
caused lasting damage to
infrastructure in half-a-do-
zen West Asian countries,
Iran’s grip on the Strait
of Hormuz has largely cut
off the Persian Gulf and its
oil and gas exports from
the global economy, send-
ing energy prices soaring.
The deadlock — and Mr.
Vance's take-it-or-leave-it
proposal that Iran end its
nuclear programme - mir-
rored February’s nuclear
talks in Switzerland.
Though United States
President Donald Trump
has said the subsequent
war was meant to compel
Iran’s leaders to abandon
nuclear ambitions, each
side’s positions appeared
unchanged in negotiations
following six weeks of
fighting. An Iranian diplo-

Iran blames ‘U.S. overreach’ for the breakdown; Iran is not seeking weapons, but has the right

the U.S. insists Iran end its nuclear programme to nuclear energy, a diplomatic official states

matic official, speaking on
the condition of anonymi-
ty, denied that negotia-
tions had failed over Iran’s
nuclear ambitions.

“Iran is not seeking to
acquire nuclear weapons,
but it has the right to nu-
clear energy for peaceful
purposes,” the official said,
reiterating Iran’s long-
standing negotiating posi-
tion. There was no word
on whether they would
resume, though Iran said it
was open to continuing the
dialogue, Iran’s state-run
IRNA news agency
reported.

The U.S. and Iran en-
tered talks with sharply dif-
ferent proposals and con-
trasting assumptions about
their leverage to end the
war. Before negotiations
began, the ceasefire was al-
ready threatened by deep
disagreements and Israel’s
continued attacks against
the Iranian-backed Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon.




POINTS ON WHICH
TALKS BROKE DOWN
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) uranium remains '_.5 release of Iran’s
unresolved T frozen assets
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damage from weeks m Hormuz fully

of air strikes? open immediately

weeks Scope of truce unclear —

does it cover Lebanon or not?




History | gfde™a

NPT (Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1968): Divides world into Nuclear Weapon
States (NWS: P5) and Non-Nuclear Weapon States (NNWS); allows civilian nuclear
energy for all; prohibits weapons for NNWS.

NPT (YHTY] 35HR ¥, 1968): 301 I wAT] R IS4l (PS) 3R TR-RH19] 2R Isai §
fenmfSra; Tt & fag AmTRes wRmTo] SHotf; NNWS & fag gfeam fAfvg)

Iran's nuclear history: Shah era began civilian programme with U.S. help (1950s-70s);
post-1979 revolution, programme continued secretly; IAEA discovered violations in
2002-03.

S T UIATY] STAT: 28 bTel H 3Rl HErIdl I ATTRS BRisH (1950-70); 1979 wifd b aTe,
BRIHH T BY F STRT; TAEA 4 2002-03 H e g @lol|

JCPOA (2015): Iran agreed to reduce enrichment to 3.67%, reduce stockpile, allow
IAEA inspections - U.S. lifted sanctions. Trump withdrew 2018 - Iran gradually
abandoned commitments.

JCPOA (2015): 33M 3.67% d Tadd gem, IAEA fAR1&01 @R Igad - 3R 3 yfdey gerw| g
32018 ® IToRA &t > A 7 HR-UR ufdagde Bigh|

Historical U.S.-Iran Chronology:
» 1953: CIA-backed coup overthrew PM Mosaddegh
¢ 1979:Islamic Revolution; U.S. Embassy hostage crisis
e 1988: USS Vincennes shot down Iran Air Flight 655
e 2015: JCPOA signed
e 2018: U.S. withdrew from JCPOA
e 2020:U.S.killed Gen. Soleimani; Iran attacked U.S. bases in Iraq



Science & Tech | faa=-we{ThT

Uranium enrichment levels:

Natural uranium: ~0.7% U-235

Civilian reactor grade: ~3-5%

Research reactor: ~20% (HEU threshold)
Iran's current: ~60%

Weapons-grade: ~90%+

Breakout time (time to make one bomb's worth of HEU): Experts estimate
Iran is weeks away.

APB3ATIE Y (T 99 & fefg HEU 14 BT HHY): [ NS BT 31ATH S $B T |

IRGC's asymmetric capabilities: Drones (Shahed series), mines in Hormuz, ballistic

missiles, cruise missiles — not matching U.S. conventionally but creating deterrence.
IRGC Y 3RqHTHA &HdTg: S (AT §eT), BIHST H WalH, Sl fAamsd |

Centrifuge technology: Iran uses IR-1, IR-2m, IR-6 centrifuges at Natanz for

enrichment — IR-6 are 10x more efficient than IR-1.

ARG dpHldp: S AdioT H IR-1, IR-2m, IR-6 HERST BT 398N HaeiH & fei g |



F3. Future Implications / Mfa=a & 1@

Best case: Pakistan brokers new round; ceasefire extended; both sides find face-saving
formula similar to JCPOA but with stronger verification.

Hataw gRg3: UTfdsed™ 78 ardf e1y; GefarTH fawdTiRd; HoTgd HATa & 12l JCPOA ST BIHeAT|

Worst case: Ceasefire collapses on April 22; full war resumes; Iran mines Hormuz; U.S.
blockades; global oil crisis; India pays catastrophic economic price.

I TRT UfG2d: 22 313l Dl G fdTH FHTE; YUT gk fihR Q[R5; S A BT H weH faers; s
AThTe<r; dfeded dd The |

Nuclear proliferation: If Iran weaponises - Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Egypt may pursue

weapons - regional nuclear arms race - NPT collapse.
TRATY] YHR: 1S 7 BfSaRea 8 - W3sal 34, gabt, i gfam @st dabd - &t tRAT] gfeamy
$I g > NPT B 9|

India's response: India must accelerate strategic petroleum reserves, diversify oil
sources (Russia, Canada, USA), and protect Chabahar investment through diplomacy.

WRd I Ufdfspar: HRd B! I0THdes Ui felad WeR oSt AT, o Sl B fafaerdr art gt |



Glorious journey

Born on September §, 1933 In Sangll, Asha Bhoste was traited i
classical music by her father, Dinanath Mangeshkar i

Asha Bhosle, legendary
playback singer, dies in

Mumbai at the age of 92
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How does Keytruda work — how to tell real from fake

Keytruda is part of immunotherapy —
anumbrellaterm for treatments that train
the immune system to tackle disease, pri-
marily cancers. [t is a part of cancer treat-
ment that also includes radiotherapy,
chemotherapy, and if needed, surgery.

How is immunotherapy different
from chemotherapy and radiation?

While chemo and radiotherapy directly
kill cancer cells — and some healthy cells
along with it — immunotherapy pushes
the body’s own immune system to recog-
nise and kill cancer cells. Being highly tar-
geted, immunotherapy spares healthy
cells. Importantly, it has shown some re-
markable results in late stage cancers, with
tumours disappearing completely insome
patients. These therapies have been shown
to extend life even in patients with aggres-
sive forms of cancer.

What is Keytruda's place in the
category ofimmunotherapies?

Keytruda belongs to the category of
monoclonal antibodies, which are labora-
tory-made molecules designed tobind with
specific targets, enabling the immune sys-
temtoidentify and destroy cancerous cells,

The other important immunotherapy
treatments are:

© CAR-T cell therapy involves collecting
apatient’s own T cells, engineering them
to create chimeric receptors, multiplying
these modified cells, and returning them
tothe patient. These engineered T cellscan
thenidentify, attach to, and destroy cancer
cells that would normally evade immune
detection.

® mRNA vaccines for cancer are cur-
rently under development. Unlike vaccines
forinfections given to healthy individuals,
cancer vaccines are administered to pa-

tients who already have certain cancers to
prevent relapse. These vaccines train the
immunesystem to identify proteins called
neoantigens found only in cancer ceils.
Once recognised, the immune system re-
members these markers for years, continu-
ingtofight cancer and prevent recurrence,

Areimmunotherapies available in
India?

Several monoclonal antibodies, includ-
ing Keytruda, are available in tertiary care
hospitals across India. Generic versions of
some monoclonal antibodies exist, includ-
ing trastuzumab and nivolumab, another
PD-1checkpoint inhibitor,

CAR-T therapy remains cost-intensive
and technology-driven. ImmunoAct, an
IIT-Bombay incubated startup, developed
India's first indigenous CAR-T therapy
called NexCar19, currently the most readily
available option in the country.

What does Keytruda costin India?
What's the standard dose? How does
one getit? What kinds of health
insurance cover it? Do specialised
cancer care policies cover it?

Merck & Co's recommended dosage is
200 mg every three weeks, With every
100mg vial marketed at a price upwards of
Rs 1.5 lakh, patients without health cover-
age or assistance schemes would have to
spend over Rs 3 lakh every month,

Most patients in India, therefore, get the
drugthrough the company's Patient Access
Programme, This programme provides pa-
tients with 30 free vials on purchasing five
initially for atotal cost of around Rs 10 lakh.,
Patients may use a third-party health insur-
ance to pay for the initial dose. Accessing
the drug through the programme has some
stipulations — the patient should not have
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asum-insured or income of over Rs 25 lakh.

While general health insurance policies
may provide limited cover for these ther-
apies, there are specialised cancer care pol-
icies that are designed 10 pay for these ex-
pensive drugs. Patients may alsoaccessthe
treatment through certain Government
health schemes such as CGHS,

Why is Keytruda so expensive? Isa
cheaper version coming?

Drugssuchas Keytruda are monocional
antibodies, which are more complex to
manufacture than small-molecule medi-
cines, suchas Paracetamol. Yet, most costs
arise from patent rights. Keytruda's patent
expiresin 2028, with several companiesal-
ready developing generic versions, which
could bring down costs by up to 70%.

Why is India important for Merckin
the Ke market?

With one of the largest populations in
the world and a rising cancer burden, ac-
cess to immunotherapies in India remains
largely constrained by cost. Although
India's cancer incidence rate is currently
below the global average, it is climbing
steadily. The latest Global Burden of Dis-
ease estimates indicate that the rate of
cancer occurrence rose from 84.8 per
100,000 population in 1990 to 107.2 per
100,000in 2023,

Data from the WHO's Global Cancer Ob-
servatory shows that India recorded 14.13
lakh cancer cases in 2022, a figure projected
to surge by 73.8% to 24.56 lakh cases by
2045. The GLOBOCAN database puts
India’s current incidence at 98.5 per
100,000, By contrast, Australia, which has
one of the worid’s highest incidence rates
at 462.5 per 100,000, is expected to see a
comparatively modest 49.9% increase by

2045, with absolute case numbers rising
from 2,12 lakh in 2022 to 3.18 lakh by 2045,

Inthiscontext, to make Keytruda more
affordable, the Government decided todo
away with basic custom duty on the drug
last year. Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in her Budget speech last
year that Keytruda and its patient access
programme were ameng the 36 drugs and
13such programmes exempt from the duty.

Whatis the key finding of The Indian
Expressinvestigation?

Cancer Calculus, the investigation by
The Indian Express in association with The
International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists (ICLJ), found an alarming rise
of acounterfelt market in Keytruda fuelled
by lack of access for most patients, and use
ofstandardised high dosing that increases
costs. It found hospital-level breaches and
insider involvement, glaring loopholes in
the system and how police investigators
have unearthed evidence linking hospital
staffto the counterfelt supply. The investi-
gation exposes a broader systemic failure
involving high drug prices, regulatory gaps
and compromised hospital oversight.

For a patient who needs Keytruda
and can access it, how do they ensure
they are getting the genuine vial and
not a counterfeit version?

The challenge is that counterfeit Key-
truda s sold in genuine vialsand packaging,
making it very hard even forthe trained eye
to make a distinction. The best way to en-
sure that the product is genuine is to pur-
chase from a hospital pharmacy — these
drugs are mostly sold directly tothe hospital
by licensed distributors. Gerting the drug
through the patient access programme also
ensures that you get genuine products.



Topic Key Points

What is Keytruda? A monoclonal antibody used in immunotherapy to treat cancer by boosting
the immune system.

Type of Therapy Checkpoint inhibitor (PD-1 inhibitor) - helps immune cells recognize and
attack cancer cells.

How Immunotherapy Works Trains immune system to detect cancer markers (neoantigens) and destroy
tumor cells while sparing healthy cells.

Difference from Chemo/Radiation Chemo/radiation kill both healthy & cancer cells; immunotherapy is targeted
and less harmful to healthy cells.

Other Immunotherapies CAR-T cell therapy, mRNA vaccines (under development).

Availability in India Available in tertiary hospitals; includes drugs like Keytruda, nivolumab,
trastuzumab.

Costin India ~21.5 lakh per 100 mg vial; ~3 lakh/month without assistance.

Dosage Typically 200 mg every 3 weeks.

Access Support Patient Access Program reduces cost (~210 lakh initial package).

Why Expensive? Complex monoclonal antibody production + patent protection (till 2028).

Future Cost Reduction Generics may reduce price by up to 70% after patent expiry.

India Market Importance Large population + rising cancer burden but low access due to high cost.



Future Cost Reduction Generics may reduce price by up to 70% after patent expiry.

India Market Importance Large population + rising cancer burden but low access due to high cost.

Cancer Trend (India) Incidence rising from 84.8 (1990) - 107.2 per 100,000 (2023).

Cancer Cases (India) ~14.13 lakh cases (2022), expected 24.56 lakh by 2045.

Counterfeit Issue Fake Keytruda market due to high price & limited access.

Investigation Findings Hospital-level breaches, insider involvement, regulatory loopholes.

How to Avoid Fake Drug Purchase only via hospital pharmacy /[ licensed distributors [ official
programs.

Government Action Customs duty removed to improve affordability.
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Wheat exports to resume
after 4-yr ban, quotas soon

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, April 12

SEVERAL COUNTRIES
INCLUDING Egypt, Indonesia,
Myanmarand Bangladesh have
shown interest in importing
wheat after India lifted a nearly
four-year-old export ban. The
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade(DGFT)islikelytoallocate
wheat export quotas soon,
sources said.

Trade sources said thatdue
to supply disruptions caused
by geopolitical factors, wheat
export prospects look promis-
ing this year. This follows the
government allowing ship-
ments of 2.5 million tonne
(MT)of grainand an additional
0.5 MT of processed wheat
productsin February 2026, cit-
ing surplus stocks and a
prospect of a record harvest.

“With Indian wheat cost
and freight (CFR) rates to
Bangladesh hoveringaround §
275-280 per tonne, exports
appearviable and competitive.
While recent unseasonal rains
raise minor quality concerns,
the Government approvals sig-
nal strong potential for trade,
supporting farmers alike,"
Navneet Chitlangia, president,
Roller Flour Millers'Federation
of India, told FE.

India, the world's second-
largest wheat producer after
China, imposed the ban on
wheat and wheat-product

MARKET RESET
M Export quotas expected
soon by DGFT
M Surplus stocks: FCI holds
about 22 MT vs 7.46 MT
M Record M Retail
output prices
projected: stable:
Around Z30.8 per kg,
120 MT 3% y-o-y

wheatin FY26  decline

exports in May 2022 due to
concerns over food security, a
smaller harvest, and rising
inflation.

At the beginning of April,
FCI held over 22 MT of wheat
stock against a buffer of 7.46
MT. Trade analysts say this
comfortable stock position has
contributed to price stabilityin
retail markets,

The average retail price of
wheat according to the

Department of Consumer
Affairs, was Rs 30.81/kg, a
marginal decline of 3% year-
on-year.

Chitlangia also stated that
recent unseasonal rains, hail-
storms, and associated winds
have impacted wheat crops
across 9 states and 152 dis-
tricts, affecting over 4.2 mil-
lion hectares.“This has caused
qualitative losses of 20-30%in
affected  areas—primarily
grain discolouration, loss of
lustre, and elevated moisture
content—along with a quanti-
tative loss of 2 MT," he said.

The Agriculture Ministry
has projected arecord 120 MT
of wheat output in the 2025-
2026 crop years (july-June),
trade sources said this output
is definitely higher than the
117 MT from the 2024-25
crop year.

The area under wheat this
season has increased to 33.41
million hectares (mha), 3%
higher than last year,exceeding
the normal sown area of 31.2
mha. Agriculture Minister Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan has stated
that unseasonal rains and hail-
storms have damaged standing
rabi crops across 0.24 million
hectares so far in several states,
with the wheat crop being the
most affected.

Thegovernmentisaimingto
buy over 30 MT of wheat from
farmersin key producing states
duringthe 2026-27.




Topic

Policy Change

Authority

Reason for Ban (2022)

Current Trigger for Resumption

Interested Countries

FCI Stock Position

Production (FY26)

Previous Production

Retail Price

Export Competitiveness

Govt Export Allowance (2026)

Weather Impact

Key Points

India to resume wheat exports after ~4-year ban (imposed in May
2022).

Export quotas to be allocated by DGFT (Directorate General of

Foreign Trade).

Food security concerns, lower harvest, rising inflation.

Surplus stock + record production + stable prices.

Egypt, Indonesia, Myanmar, Bangladesh.

~22 MT stock vs 7.46 MT buffer norm (huge surplus).

Expected ~120 MT (record output).

~117 MT in 2024-25.

~%30.8/kg (¥ ~3% YoY).

$275-280/tonne (CFR to Bangladesh).

2.5 MT wheat + 0.5 MT processed products allowed earlier.

Unseasonal rains, hailstorms - 20-30% quality loss + ~2 MT

quantity loss.



Export Competitiveness

Govt Export Allowance (2026)

Weather Impact

Area Under Cultivation

Damage to Crops

Procurement Target

Market Impact

$275-280/tonne (CFR to Bangladesh).

2.5 MT wheat + 0.5 MT processed products allowed earlier.

Unseasonal rains, hailstorms - 20-30% quality loss + ~2 MT

quantity loss.

~33.41 million hectares (1" 3% YoY).

~0.24 million hectares affected (rabi crops).

Govt aims to procure >30 MT wheat (2026-27).

Stable domestic prices due to high stock levels.



Success of Womaniya Initiative &b
(As of FY 2025-26)

2.1+ lakh women-led
MSEs registered on GeM

13.7 lakh Order Volume
secured by women sellers

228,000+ crore Contract
Value awarded

5.6% Total Order Value awarded,
exceeding the 3% mandate

Source: Ministry of Commerce & Industry




India—Uzbekistan Joint
Exercise DUSTLIK 2026



Topic

Exercise Name

Countries Involved

Edition

Dates

Location

Nature of Exercise

Conduct Pattern

Previous Edition (2025)

Indian Contingent

Uzbekistan Contingent

Objective

Key Activities

Operational Focus

Special Feature

Strategic Significance

Outcome

Key Points

DUSTLIK 2026

India == & Uzbekistan =

7th Edition

April 12 - April 25, 2026

Gurumsaray Field Training Area, Namangan (Uzbekistan)

Annual bilateral military exercise

Held alternately in India & Uzbekistan

Foreign Training Node, Aundh, Pune (India)

Primarily from MAHAR Regiment + Indian Air Force personnel

Personnel from Uzbekistan Army & Air Force

Enhance joint operational capability & military cooperation

Tactical drills, joint planning, endurance training, land navigation

Semi-mountainous terrain operations & counter-terrorism

48-hour validation exercise at end

Improves interoperability, coordination, and defence ties

Sharing best practices, strengthening bilateral defence relations






Topic

Satellite Name

Agency

Launch

Orbit Type

Main Objective

Key Achievement

Significance

Primary Instrument

Spectral Range

Additional Instruments

Function of Polarimeters

Data Coverage

Major Advantage

Environmental Impact

Policy Use

Key Points

PACE (Plankton, Aerosol, Cloud, Ocean Ecosystem)

NASA

February 2024

Sun-synchronous orbit (consistent lighting for observation)

Study ocean biology, aerosols, clouds, and climate dynamics

Can detect nitrogen dioxide (NO,) pollution at factory-level
precision

Enables tracking of pollution sources (factories, highways)

OCI (Ocean Color Instrument) - hyperspectral spectrometer

Ultraviolet = Shortwave Infrared

SPEXone & HARP2 (polarimeters)

Study light polarization to analyse aerosols, clouds, particles

Global coverage every 1-2 days

High-resolution, fine-scale pollution monitoring

Helps in air quality monitoring & climate research

Supports targeted environmental regulations & pollution control
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Topic

Context

Ranking

Authority/Data Source

Significance

Total Non-Fossil Capacity

Components

Capacity Addition (2025-26)

Key Growth Driver

Rooftop Solar Contribution

Decentralisation

Global Comparison

Environmental Impact

Key Points

India ranked 3rd globally in renewable energy installed capacity

3rd (after China & USA)

Union Ministry of New & Renewable Energy

Reflects India’s rapid transition to clean & sustainable energy

283.5 GW

Solar, Wind, Hydro, Nuclear, other non-fossil sources

55.3 GW (highest ever annual addition)

Expansion of renewable infrastructure & policies

8.7 GW

Growth in household & commercial rooftop solar systems

Behind China (1st) and USA (2nd)

Supports low-carbon economy & climate goals



Mahatma Jyotiba Phule



Full Name

Born

Place of Birth

Social Background

Known For

Core Ideology

Influences

Education Contribution

Role of Savitribai Phule

Organization Founded

Objective of Samaj

Social Reforms

Welfare Work

Symbolic Act

Famous Work

Theme of Work

Title

Death

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule

April 11, 1827

Bombay Presidency (present-day Maharashtra)

Mali caste (gardener community)

Social reformer, anti-caste activist, educationist

Equality, social justice, anti-caste system

Thomas Paine, American anti-slavery movement, Buddha, Kabir

Opened first school for lower-caste girls (1848, Pune)

First woman teacher of the school

Satyashodhak Samaj (1873)

Upliftment of Shudras & Dalits; fight Brahmanical dominance

Supported widow remarriage, opposed child marriage

Established home for pregnant widows & orphanage

Opened his well for all castes (against untouchability)

Gulamgiri (1873)

Critique of caste system; compared to slavery in USA

Awarded "Mahatma" in 1888

November 28, 1890 (Pune)
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Word of the day

Innocuous:
not injurious to physical or mental health

Synonyms: unobjectionable, innocent,
harmless

Usa g€: An innocuous present would be a gift
basket of fruit and snacks.

Pronunciation: /rnokjuss/

International Phonetic
Alphabet: newsth.live/innocuous
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