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GRSE launches indigenous

vessel for deep-sea research

Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers
(GRSE) on Wednesday launched Sagar Manthan,
an indigenous ocean research vessel being built
for the National Centre for Polar and Ocean
Research (NCPOR), in a major boost to India's
capabilities in deep-sea exploration and scientific
research. A top government official said the
¥840-crore research vessel is expected to be
ready for use by early 2028. Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge) for Earth Sciences
Jitendra Singh congratulated GRSE and the
Ministry of Earth Sciences on the launch and
naming of the vessel and conveyed his wishes on
the occasion. em




Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers
(GRSE) launched the indigenous Ocean
Research Vessel (ORV) “Sagar Manthan” at
Kolkata on 9 September 2026.
Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers

Ocean Research Vessel ORV) “Sagar
Manthan” @1 I

(GRSE) ¥ 9 FIdER 2026 B Kolkata H TSIt

J

Centre fo

The vessel is being built for the National

r Polar and Ocean Research

(NCPOR) under the Ministry of Earth Sciences

qg W8T

Research %;

and forms part of India’s Deep Ocean

Mission.
Ministry of Earth Sciences &

cPOR) & foTT SARIT ST YET 2
Deep Ocean Mission T

National Centre for Polar and Ocean
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Sagar Manthan =

Ocean Research Vessel
—> GRSE - NCPOR =

g4t fagm= 93 »

Deep Ocean Mission

Sagar Manthan - ORV
- GRSE - NCPOR -
Ministry of Earth
Sciences - Deep Ocean

Mission
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Capability
Multibeam bathymetry

Geophysical profiling

Water-column sampling

Atmospheric observations

Sub-bottom profiling

ROV deployment

AUV deployment

Purpose

Mapping the seafloor
Study subsurface structure

Study ocean water
properties

Ocean-atmosphere
Interaction

Examine sediments below
seafloor

Remotely operated
exploration

Autonomous underwater
exploration

fewl

TG T BT TR I

Jqg dd & Hid Dl A1 Pl
YA

Ocean Water &1 Properties
D HYYA

Ocean—Atmosphere
Interaction

Seafloor Sediments & S
CAREER]

Remote Underwater
Exploration

Autonomous Underwater
Exploration



* What is Bathymetry? | Bathymetry Il

RN

e Bathymetry is the measurement and
mapping of underwater depth and seafloor
topography.

Bathymetry dH% Ul 3= Water Bodies G|
Depth Underwater Topggraphy &I
Measurement ¥d Mapping © |

* Easy Comparison

* Topography - Land surface mapping
Topography > WW Mapping
* Bathymetry - Seafloor/underwater

mapping
Bathymetry - HHg dcl dT Mapping



Feature

Vessel

Type

Builder

Built for
Ministry
Launch date
Launch site
Approx. cost
Expected operational readiness
Mission linkage

Design life

Details

ORV Sagar Manthan

Ocean Research Vessel

GRSE

NCPOR

Ministry of Earth Sciences

9 September 2026

Rishi Bankim Shipyard, Kolkata
X840 crore

Early 2028

Deep Ocean Mission — Vertical 4

30 years
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ORV R HY-

TENIFR 3fgu™ Uid

GRSE

NCPOR & feq

gt fasi HATer

9 RIdeR 2026

»N dfry Rioars, sliddmarn
THT 840 BRUS

2028 DI 3T

Deep Ocean Mission — Vertical 4
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DEEP OCEAN MISSION

India’s Gateway to the Ocean Floor

Deep Ocean
Mission,

launched in 2021, '

focuses on
sustanabiy
harmnessing
ocean weakh
and
strengthening
the Blue
Economy

India is
nvesting
34077 crore
over five
years through
this national

MISSION

India’s first
manned
submersible
vehicle 'MATSHYA
6000’ is being
developed as
part of the
Samudrayaan
Project

Agquanauts
Cdr. Jatinder Pal
Singh and

Sh. Raju Ramesh

conducted deep

dive upto 5000 m

in Deep Sea in
Auqust, 2025
marking the
first time feat by
India

O
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MATSYA 6000

India’s I** Manned Deep Ocean Mission

Sending 3 humans to 6-km ocean
depth in a self-propelled
submersible

Exploring deep sea
resources & biodiversity
assessment

Endurance of 12 hours
under normal operation
and 96 hours in case

of emergency

&
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Six Core Components of
Deep Ocean Mission

Manned Submersible
(MATSYA 6000)

Depth: 6,000 meters
Carries 3 aquanauts

-
Ocean Climate
Advisory Services

Seasonal to decadal
forecests

)

)

Ocean Energy
& Desalination

OTEC-powered
freshwater systems

Deep Sea
Mining System

Targets cobalt, nickel, copper

vof

Biodiversity
Exploration

Marine microbes, flora,
fauna for pharma & biotech
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Survey of Hydrotermal
Sulphides
Mapping mid-ocean
ridges



Consider the following statements regarding ‘Sagar Manthan’:

‘Salg_‘ar Manthan’ & daY # fAgferiad sy tR faar

e |t is an indigenous Ocean Research Vessel being constructed by GRSE.

Ye GRSE gl ﬁlﬁfﬁﬁ%‘\’ﬂ Ocean Research Vessel %I
e |t is being built for the National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research.
3'\& National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research & ﬁl’(’ oATdT oIl ¥l %I

e |t is linked with the Deep Ocean Mission.
Yg Deep Ocean Mission '\ﬁ\_{I.ST%I

e NCPOR functions under the Ministry of Defence.

NCPOR Ministry of Defence & 3 WW%I
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India has to act on its sugar’” problem
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India has to act on its ‘sugar’ problem

his week, the
Food Safety and
Standards
Authority of India

front of the pack, not buried
in fine print on the back.
Someone picking up instant
noodles, a breakfast cereal,
or a “health drink” will
finally be told, at a glance,
that it is not as wholesome as
its advertising claims. This is
awelcome step. It is also, on
its own, nowhere near

enough.

The number of children
presenting with morbid
obesity and diabetes has
climbed sharply within just a
few years. The World Obesity
Atlas 2026 bears this out - 41
million Indian children and
adolescents aged 5 to 19 are
now overweight or obese.
This is not just because
children are eating more; it is
about what they are being
sold. Breakfast cereals,
sweetened and
“health drinks" are marketed
mpuznsasﬁnlggapslna
child’s diet,
“energy” and vitamins while
saying little about the sugar
content inside. [n 2024, a
leading multinational was
found adding sugar to infant
food sold in India and other
lower income countries;
sugar was left out of the
same product in Europe.
When a health drink,
popular in Indian homes,
turned out to be nothing
more than flavoured sugar
syrup, it took a social media
storm, and not a regulator, to
force the company to
prescribe a 15% cut in its
added sugar,

The problem is worse
around schools and colleges,
where studies show that the
cheapest, most easily

Asssstant Professor,
Pediatric
Endochinology and
Metabolism,
Department of
Pediatrics, Christian
Medical Coflege, Vellore

Professor, Pediatric
Endocrinology
Déviston, Department
of Pediatrics, All India
institute of Medical

Scences (NIMS)

When the UK.
Introduced lts
soft drinks
industry levy,
sugar
consumpton
fell.
Manufacturers
reformulated
their drinks to
slip below the
tax threshold
rather than
raise prices

available snacks are also the
least healthy, A popular
“energy drink™ among
teenagers, priced at just 20,
packs close to 17 grams of
sugar, caffeine, and artificial
colour Into a single bottle. Its
hbelswsiusnotmwufoc

unhealthy calories to fit
within the range of a child’s
pocket money.

Need for enforcement
None of this is a secret, What
has been missing is
enforcement. The FSSAI and
the Central Board of

but optional rules get treated
as optional, and canteens
stock whatever sells
cheapest, A red warning
label only works if it is
actually enforced,

Moreover, the new rule

India’s sugar, salt and trans
fat is eaten unbranded, from
street stalls, dhabas, and
sweet shops that make up
the unorganised sector, none
of which is required to
declare anything. A red label
on a biscuit packet does

soft drinks industry levy,
stmrconsmnwon:mom
children and aduits fell.
Mlmlfacumrdonmllaﬁcd
their drinks to ip below the
tax threshold rather than
raise prices. A well-designed
sugar tax does not just

product itself less harmful.
India already taxes
sugary drinks beavily; just
not usefully. Since
September 2025, aerated
and sweetened beverages,
sugar free versions
included, were folded into
one 40% GST slab - soa
‘normal’ cola and its
ZETO-SUGAT counterpart pay
the same tax, leaving
manufacturers with no
reason to cut sugar. The
UKs levy worked
differently, taxing drinks in
tiers by sugar content, so
that companies could lower
their bill by reformulating
the product. India could tax
products in the same way so
that manufacturers have a

wrong, but it i3 only half the
argument. Unregulated,
cheap sugar already extracts
a heavy price from the poor,
who bear the brunt of the

that sugar heavy diets drive,
with the least means to treat
it. Doing nothing is not
neutral; it is a stower,
costlier tax, paid in ill health
rather than rupees at the
till. The answer is to design
the tax calibrated to sugar
content so that it nudges
reformulation, with part of
the revenue set aside to
make healthy food cheaper.

The FSSAl's proposed red
Jabed is a genuine, if belated,
first step. What India needs
now is the resolve to finish
what it has started -
mandatory food standards;
limits on how unhealthy
food is marketed to
children; rules that reach
the unorganised sector; and
an honest debate on taxing
sugar in a way that protects
families with the least room
to absorb either cost, the
tax, or the disease.









‘FAST' TRACKING
INTO TROUBLE?

FAST FOOD

than twice daily) childhood hypertension

mir:&tmim » Limited data on

results inconsistent in markers and insulin

SUGAR-SWEETENED BEVERAGES (SSBs)
» Associated with obesity in children

» SSBs, but not fruit juice, consumption may
cause tooth decay

CAFFEINATED DRINKS ({4
» May lead to cardiac arrhythmias -
» Regular (more than four per -

week) consumption associated with sleep disturbances
and psychiatric disturbances in adolescents

RECOMMENDATIONS

» Traffic light coding of food (in terms of health
impact) in school canteens

» Avoid JUNCS (junk food, ultra-processed foods,
caffeinated/colored/carbonated beverages and
sugar-sweetened beverages)

» Fruit juices/SSBs no-no for kids below 2 years
» Fruit juices/drinks, if given, should be limited to

125 ml per day for children aged between 2 and 5
years, 250 mi per day for kids >5 years

Of 200 kids

surveyed
N S in 9-14 age

» Frequent (more ~ » Unclear whether it causes group,

93%

higher BMI in children; adverse cardio-metabolic > they ate

.

Say no to caffeinated energy drinks

» Keep kids below 5 years off
carbonated drinks, tea and coffee

» In schoolgoing children and
adolescents, tea/coffee intake should
be limited to maximum of half cup/day
(100 ml) in 5-9 years, and one cup/day
in adolescents (10-18 years), provided
no other caffeinated products are
consumed




Obesity among Indian kids on therise

Indians aged
between 5 and 19
years are
increasingly
getting obese,
according to a
report by a
commission
formed by the
World Health
Organization
(WHO).

| ALARMING CONSEQUENCES: [

O O

Obesity is directly linked Type 2 diabetes
to high blood pressure

it SOUICE. TNIN /i s i sd s ss s sy v i s s s s

STARTLING FACTS:

© Between 1990 and 2014, the
number of overweight children in
low and middle income countries
has more than doubled from 7.5
million to 15.5 million.

© In 2014, almost half (48%)

of all overweight and obese
children under 5 years age lived
in Asia and one-quarter (25%)
in Africa.

© Almost 22% of Indian children
are obese and face health risks,

O 6

Heart disease Osteoporosis

iz BTIMESINTERNETR w77




1. ul The Scale of the Problem | A= fdha-t gstg8? . .

The article cites The World Obesity Atlas 2026 and states:

~41 million Indian children and adolescents aged 5-19 are now overweight or obese.

HRA § 5-19 a9 3 & & 4.1 B g 31 f52iR Overweight AT Obese &1

The article's central argument is that the problem is not simply that children are “eating more”; the food
environment and marketing matter.

oI T 3 ads & s IHRN hae gwl & “SATeT WM Bt gl &; Food Environment 3R Marketing 4t Agaguf
4

Major sources highlighted

Breakfast cereals - Breakfast Cereals
Sweetened yoghurts - H1& Yoghurts
“Health/Energy” drinks = Health/Energy Drinks
Packaged snacks - Packaged Snacks

These may be marketed using claims around energy, vitamins or health while containing substantial
sugar.

89 Products &I Energy, Vitamins AT Health & 17 TR Market &1 51 Jepar 8, Siafds g7 &1t Sugar &t
Ibdt 2l



« @ Article's 20 “Energy Drink” Example
* The article gives a striking example of a popular teenage beverage:

* Price & X20
Sugar - close to 17 g in one bottle

* 17 g sugar = a little over 4 teaspoons of sugar, using the rough household conversion of ~4 g
per teaspoon.

17 g Sugar = ¢ITHIT 4 ) QﬁST 3fferep Teaspoons Sugar, gfe IHIT 4 g = 1 teaspoon HIAT WU |

* The article argues that cheap availability allows large quantities of unhealthy calories to enter a
child's dief easily. " A .
oRg 1 b §.1d HH DI P HRUT Unhealthy Calories o HETH S B! Diet H AT A

I
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How the sugar levy will work

1 8p per litre tax on drinks with
more than 5g of sugar per 100ml|

24p per litre tax on drinks with
more than 8g per 100mi

£240m a year is the figure the

Treasury estimates it will raise

500/0 of all drinks had sugar content
reduced ahead of the new levy




é What Is The UK Sugar Tax?  sos
/Q. Estimated to &=

raise £520 ‘;-_
million
More than 8 g

+ 18 to 24 p per litre of soft drink
annually

‘Small’
producers

Two tax bands
' also exempt

More than 5 g

of sugar per
100 ml

0 ml per day.

See: HM Customs and Revenue Policy Paper. 2016. Soft Drinks Industry Levy. Available: [hitps://www.gov.uk/government/publications/soft-drinks-industry-levy]. Last accessed: 29th May 2017




e It is a statutory body.

gg UP Statutory Body & |
e It was established under the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.

W VYTYAT Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 & dod §'€|

e It functions under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

g Ministry of Health & Family Welfare & WWW%I

e It is a constitutional authority established under Article 47.

Yg Article 47 & ded JYTfUd Constitutional Authority % I
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India, Sri Lanka sign three defence
sector MoUs during Rajnath’s visit
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‘Rahman wants to visit India,
but agenda has to be set first’
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India, Sri Lanka sign three defence
sector MoUs during Rajnath’s visit

The agreements cover upgrading L.70 guns for Sri Lankan Air Force and cooperation between the two countries’ National

Cadet Corps, National Defence Colleges; this is the first visit by an Indian Defence Minister to Sri Lanka in nearly 40 years

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

efence  Minister

Rajnath Singh on

Wednesday
pledged India’s continued
support to Sri Lanka dur-
ing a meeting with Sri Lan-
kan President Anura Kum-
ara Dissanayake  in
Colombo, as the two coun-
tries inked three Memo-
randa of Understanding
(MoU) on defence equip-
ment and training.

Mr. Singh’s visit, the first
by an Indian Defence Mi-
nister to Sri Lanka in near-
ly 40 years, and the agree-
ments come over a year
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to Sri Lan-

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh meets Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake in Colombo on Wednesday. ANI

ka in 2025, when seven
MoUs, including an ove-
rarching defence sector
agreement, were signed.
The MoUs signed on
Wednesday pertain to the

upgradation of L70 Guns
for the Sri Lankan Air
Force, and cooperation
between the National Ca-
det Corps and the National
Defence Colleges of the

two countries.

During President Dissa-
nayake’s meeting with Mr.
Singh, the two sides held
“extensive discussions on
further strengthening the
existing defence, econom-
ic, maritime and regional
partnerships between In-
dia and Sri Lanka”, the
Presidential Media Unit
said in a statement.

Mutual interests
Further, Mr. Dissanayake
briefed Mr. Singh on Sri
Lanka’s recently-launched
islandwide programme to
combat drug trafficking.
An official release from
the Indian government
said the President recalled
his interactions with Mr.

Modi and reiterated that
“Sri Lanka would never al-
low its territory to be used
for any activities inimical
to India’s security inter-
ests”.

President Dissanayake’s
office said he emphasised
that Sri Lanka makes deci-
sions “taking into consider-
ation both national and re-
gional interests”, and that,
as a sovereign State, Sri
Lanka enters into various
agreements with countries
around the world while re-
maining mindful of region-
al security”.

The statement from his
office added that the lead-
ers paid “special attention”
to the fisheries issue in the
Palk Strait.
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Upgradation of L70 guns of
Sri Lankan Air Force

Cooperation between the
two countries’ National
Cadet Corps (NCC)

Cooperation between their
National Defence Colleges

Sri Lankan Air Force &1 L70
Guns [ Upgradation

Eﬁ:ha?ﬁ & National Cadet

Corps & §I<I Cooperation

Eﬁ:ﬁ ?{Qﬁ % National Defence

Colleges & & Cooperation




L-70 Electro Optical Gun Upgrade

Muzzle Velocity Radar Control Panel

Electro Optical
stabilized pedestal
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Feature
Position

Nature
Nearby Indian State
Fisheries issue

Marine biodiversity

Palk Strait

Between Tamil Nadu & northern Sri
Lanka

Strait
Tamil Nadu
% % W Highly relevant

Important

Gulf of Mannar

Between SE India & western Sri
Lanka

Gulf
Tamil Nadu
Relevant

Very important
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o THE NEW GDP SERIES SAW MOSPI OVERHAUL ITS METHODS, INCLUDING HOW IT REMOVES THE EFFECT OF INFLATION FROM NOMINAL GDP TO GET REAL GDP

Producer prices and double-deflation — key changes in new GDP series

Siddharth Upasani
New Delht, September 9

ECONOMIC DATA in India is
never without its share of
debates. And GDP numbers
attract the most questions. The
short answer to the upward and
downward revisions to past
GDP growth rates under the
new 2022-23 series is the use of
producer prices for double
deflation,

Revisions to past GDP
numbers happen all the time.
This is because quarterly
numbers are compiled using
what is called a "benchmark-in-
dicator approach’. Annual esti-
mates, meanwhile, are based
onactual output and numbers,
say companies' financial re-
sults and the statistics minis-

Lry'ssurveys.

While this explains the large
upward revision from 7.8% to
8.6% for real GDP growth in Ja-
nuary-March 2026, changesto
older data happened because
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) has started using the
Producer Price Index (PP} toad-
just nominal GDPto real GDP.

Deflating for ‘real’

The new GDP series, re-
leased on February 27, saw
MoSPI overhaul its methods,
including how it removes the
effectof inflation from nominal
GDProget real GDP,

GDPisthe sum of value cre-
ated — or Gross Value Added
(GVA) — by each sector, the in-
direct 1axes collected and sub-

tracting subsidies given by the
government., GVA is the differ-
ence between the value of what
asector produces (output) and
the raw materials (Inputs) it
uses. When done without ad-
justing for prices, the result is
nominal GVA, or in current
prices. The trouble begins while
calculating real GVA.

Until now, MoSPI used the
same number - picked from
the various Consumer Price
Index and the Wholesale Price
Indexsub-indices - to adjust, or
‘deflate’, the value of inputs as
well as outputs, This process is
called 'single deflation’ and was
done for all sectors except agri-
culture and mining and
quarrying. But this method
works well only when prices of
inputs and outputs are chang-

» As oil prices rise, manufacturing deflator falls

® Mg GVA dafiator @ YoY change inIndia crude ofl basket price
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ing at the same rate; when they When the nominal value of
don’t, there’sa problem. Inputs isadjusted by the actual
epaper.lndianexprew

change in prices of inputs and
the same is done for outputs,
the process is called double de-
flation. This results in accurate
measurement of real GVA.

Negative deflators
Asector'simplied deflatoris
negative when nominal GVA
growth is less than real growth.
Formanufacturing, the implied
deflator has been below zero in
six of the 13 quarters for which
new GDPseriesdata isavailable.
This has left some people
puzzled. Wheninput pricesrise
faster than output prices, theuse
of double deflation leads to real
GVAgrowth exceading nominal
growth. The chartjuxtaposes the
manufacturing GVA deflator
with the year-on-year percen-
tage change in the price of

New Delhi |

India’'scrude oil basket, acrucial
input for Indian manufacturers.
The inverse movement is strik-
ing.

Correct deflators

When the new GDP series
was released in February,
double-deflation was done
using CPland WP sub-indices.
Last week's data saw double-de-
flation beingdone using the PPI,
which measures prices received
by producersat the factory gate,
making itexclusive of taxesand
trade and transport margins,
This shift tothe PPTiscrucial as
previously seme sectors were
not being adjusted by the appro-
priate deflator, services, for in-
stance, The deflator implied by
the real and nominal GVA
growth rates of the services sec-

tor under the old series were
sometimeslower thanexpected
because it was mostly the WPl
that was used to deflate the sec-
tor's nominal values. But the
WPI contains only goods. So,
when wholesale inflation was
low due to soft commodity
prices, the services sector’s
nominal input value was de-
flated by a numbersmallerthan
the cost rise thesector may have
been actually facing.

Asa result, real GVA of ser-
vices was larger than it should
have been, leading 10 overesti-
mation of real growth, The op-
posite would have happened
when commodity prices were
rising faster than the actual ser-
vice sector's costs,

FULLREPORT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM
w




GDP Growth Logic

Nominal GDP Real GDP
Output + Price Actual Output
Current Prices Constant Prices

GDP Deflator removes inflation
s &1 [RHTG g4l ol §

Real Economic Growth
Quantity of goods & services

g3l 9 Jar3{i &1 drdale Iqure




Same Production, Higher Price

Year 1 Year 2
100 Bicycles 100 Bicycles
1,000 each Price orlly 1,100 each

%1,00,000 %1,10,000
Nominal GDP Nominal GDP

Real GDP Growth = 0%



Find the total value of
goods and services
produced at current

market prices for a
given period.

L

Inflation Rate (%) =

Calculating Inflation Rate:

GDP Deflator Method

/—e—\

Get Real GD

Find the total value of
goods and services
produced using constant
base year prices for the

same period.

% A

/—e—\

Calculate GDP Deflator

Use the formula:
(Nominal GDP / Real GDP)
x 100 to get the deflator
value for each period.

S o

——
%
__DDI

Calculate Inflation Rate

Determine the percentage
change in the GDP Deflator
between two consecutive
periods using the
inflation rate formula.

e ¥,

GDP Deflator (Current Period) - GDP Deflator (Previous Period)

GDP Deflator (Previous Period)



Using GDP Deflator to estimate price

changes and deflate Nominal GDP

Nominal GDP,gy3 = (80 X $20) + (70 x $30) = $3700
Real GDPsy3 = (80 X $10) + (70 X $20) = $2200

Assuming base year is 2022, we can calculate the use the GDP Deflator to calculate
price changes between current year and base year.

Nominal GDP
GDP Deflator = X 100

Real GDP
$3700

$2200

GDP Deflator =

X 100 = 168.18

Nominal GDPCllr'rent year 3700
Real GDP = = = $2200
B CUTTentyear = GDP Deflator cyrrent year| 1.6818 $







Double Deflation

Output Value Input Cost
Final Goods Produced Raw Materials
| |
| |
| |
1 |
Output Deflator Input Deflator
Item-lev el PPI Relevant Input Index
|
|
Real GVA

Output - Intermediate Consumption

Separate price adjustment on both sides
QI UHNT BT 3AT-3@T Deflation

Manufacturing methodology in new GDP series



* Double Deflation means Output and Intermediate Consumption are deflated separately
before calculating Real Gross Value Added (GVA).

* Double Deflation T Hﬁ%% Outpuﬁ\xﬁ? Intermediate Consumption Il Bl S-S
Price Indices ¥ Deflate B Real GVA R TAT ST B |

» Officially, MoSPI describes this as a more conceptually robust method for manufacturing
because output prices and input prices do not always move together.

* Press Information Bureau+2

« MoSPI & SR Manufaétgﬁigl%ﬁag Method \’rmConceptually Robust%aﬁ% Output
3R Input Prices GHRI UH I el daad |




Comparison

Single Deflation Double Deflation
One price index Separate indices
Broad adjustment Output & Inputs
Output Better Real GVA
& Inputs measurement
Less precise when More granular &

prices diverge accurate approach



Single Deflation Double Deflation

One deflator used broadly Separate deflators for output & inputs
Less granular More granular

Earlier approach New manufacturing methodology
May distort GVA when input/output prices differ Better reflects actual value added

The new national accounts framework explicitly shifts manufacturing toward double deflation while using

sector-appropriate extrapolation or volume indicators elsewhere. & Press information Bureau +1

98 National Accounts Methodology ® Manufacturing & f&@ Double Deflation 3T9RIT TIT 8 STafds 311
Sectors H Sector-specific Extrapolation JT Volume Indicators @5T 3TN {5 SITAT 81 @ press Information Bureau +1



MoSPI & 37TfeipTRas gdTdsil & 31TAR 2022-23 Base Year Series H dlF W% IR fds¢ Q|

#Y Press Information Bureau +2

O Base Year Revision

2011-12 - 2022-23
2011-12 ¥ geadb 2022-23 Base Year IGRIRIE

o Double Deflation in Manufacturing

Output and intermediate inputs are separately deflated.
Manufacturing ® Output deIT Inputs T 3TdT-37aT Deflation fdsam STaT 21

o Granular Price Indicators

More detailed CPI, PPI/WPI, Unit Value and sector-specific indicators are used.
31feies Granular CPI, PPI/WPI, Unit Value @ Sector-specific Price Indicators @T 3UziT fdsa1 SrdT 21

These changes aim to improve the accuracy and consistency of real GDP estimation rather than merely

Changing one growth number. & Press Information Bureau +2

& JRY BT 38T dbadd Growth Number SG@AT 981 dfcds Real GDP Estimation @1 31f€id Accurate 3R

COﬂSiStent Wg] % Press Information Bureau +2



(]2 Revision Capsule

- New GDP Base Year = 2022-23

- Nominal GDP = Output + Price Effect

- Real GDP = Inflation removed

- GDP Deflator converts Nominal - Real GDP

« GVA = Output - Intermediate Consumption

- GDP = GVA + Product Taxes — Product Subsidies
- Manufacturing now uses Double Deflation

- Output and Inputs are deflated separately

- PPl measures Producer Prices

- Negative Deflator # Negative Economic Growth

- Crude oil shock explains why input and output prices may diverge



ALPHAWAVE, TEMASEK, PREMJI INVEST, BLACKROCK BACKAAHL

Adani Airports inks pacts to
raise $1 bn for 5.54% stake

NITIN KUMAR
New Delhi, September 9

ADANI AIRPORT HOLDINGS
(AAHL), a subsidiary of Adani
Enterprises(AEL)and oneofthe
country’slargest privateairport
operators, has entered into
binding agreements to raise
9,825 crore ($1 billion) in pri-
mary equity froma consortium
comprising Alpha Wave Global,
Premji Invest, Temasek and
BlackRock-managed funds.

The transaction values
AAHL at a pre-money equity
valuation of $18 billion and is
among the largest primary
equityinvestments by financial
institutions in India’s airport
infrastructure sector.

“The participation of a con-
sortium of long-term domestic
and global investors represents
a significant institutional
endorsement of AAHLs scale,
operating capabilitiesand long-
term growth potential,’AELsaid
inastatement.

Theinvestmentbringslong-
term institutional capital into
the business as India’s aviation
sector enters a sustained phase
of passenger growth, capacity
expansion and infrastructure
investment,AELsaid.

AAHLand theinvestorshave
entered into a share subscrip-
tion agreement and a share-
holders’ agreement, under

EQUITY INFUSION

M AAHL valued at

$18 bn

on pre-money equity basis

M Investors to
subscribe to equity
shares in 3 tranches;
final tranche may be
completed by July '27

M Investment

M Investments to

M Proceed:s to be used z g :

X will also increase AAHL's
to expand, mociermise support non- capacity to serve
airport infrastructure POt pacty

, 4 aeronautical 200 million
across AAHL's portfolio Bk
usinesses passengers
annually

B AAHL plans 22-mn sq ft
mixed-use development
in 1st phase of Adani
Airport City ecosystems

M Deal follows AEL's

¥15,000-crore QIP in July 2026

which the investors will sub-
scribe to new equity shares in
three tranches, with the final
tranche expected to be com-
pleted by July 2027.Upon com-
pletion ofall three tranches, the
investors will collectively hold
approximately 5.54% in AAHL.

The proceeds will be used to
expand and modernise airport
infrastructure across AAHL's
portfolio; accelerate the devel-
opment of integrated AdaniAir-
port Cityecosystems around its
airports,and scale up passenger-

facing and other non-aeronau-
tical businesses, including
ground handling. The first phase
oftheairport-city development
plans envisages 22 million sq ft
of mixed-use development, the
company said.

The investments are
expected to increase AAHL’s
capacity to serve 200 million
passengers annually, deepen
commercial monetisation,
enhance passenger experience
and strengthen its integrated
airport ecosystem,AELsaid.

Adani Group
planstoraise
$2.5bnin

offshore debt

ADANI GROUP IS planning to
raise $2.5 billion from global
lenders to refinance debt used
to buy two cement firms,
according to people familiar
with the matter, in what would
be India’s largest offshore loan
thisyear.

Endeavour Trade and
Investment,a Mauritius-based
special purpose vehicle owned
by the Adani family, aims to
raise $1.5 billion through a
bridgeloanwithatenorranging
from 18 months to 24 months,
the people said,asking nottobe
identified.

The offshore facility may be
priced atabout 150 basis points
overthe USbenchmark Secured
Overnight Financing Rate, or
SOFR, the people said. The
bridge facility will later be refi-
nanced with a rupee-denomi-
nated loan from domestic
lendersincluding State Bank of
India and HDFC Bank, the peo-
ple said. Separately,Adani Infra
(India) seeks to raise about $1
billion througha five-yearloan.

BLOOMBERG
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SC asks Centre to review
NEET-SS cut-off decision

Super-specialty medical seats remaining vacant makes a ‘rather compelling’ case for reduction of
qualifying percentile, top court says; willing to hold a ‘stray round’ for unfilled seats, says Centre

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

asked the Union go-

vernment on
Thursday to reconsider its
decision not to reduce the
cut-off percentile for Na-
tional Eligibility-cum-En-
trance Test-Super-special-
ty (NEET-SS) seats in the
current year, while ex-
pressing concern about a
large number of seats go-
ing unfilled annually.

The order from a Bench
of Justices P.S. Narasimha
and Alok Aradhe came af-
ter Additional Solicitor-
General Aishwarya Bhati,
for the Centre, said the go-
vernment was willing to
conduct a “stray round”
for the vacant NEET-SS
seats, but had decided not
to lower the qualifying per-
centile. She said the vacant
seats would revert to States
such as Tamil Nadu.

The court was hearing a
petition filed by the Tamil
Nadu Medical Officers As-
sociation, represented by
senior advocate P. Wilson,

Staking claim

The petition has challenged the ‘premature diversion’ of
152 vacant Super-specialty seats earmarked for in-service
government doctors in Tamil Nadu to the all-India quota

What the petition says

o

| At least | Many eligible candidates,
40 seats mostly in-service government
remain doctors serving in rural parts |
vacant of the State, are awaiting
from those | areduction in the
diverted, qualifying percentile
and they
should be | MNEET-SS seats are
retumned to | 'precious’ and cannot
remain vacant

Tamil Nadu

who said Tamil Nadu had
40 vacant seats left, and
they should be returned to
the State. The petitioner-
association had challenged
the “premature diversion”
of 152 vacant super-special-
ty seats earmarked for in-
service government doc-
tors in Tamil Nadu to the
all-India quota. It had also
sought protection of the
State’s in-service reserva-
tion policy, pending a final
decision on reduction of
the NEETSS qualifying
percentile.

Mr. Wilson stressed that

many eligible candidates,
mostly in-service govern-
ment doctors serving in ru-
ral parts of the State, were
awaiting a reduction in the
qualifying percentile. He
said the NEET-SS seats
were “precious”, and can-
not remain vacant.

Senior advocate Abhish-
ek Manu Singhvi, for Tamil
Nadu, said the State want-
ed the vacant seats to com-
pletely revert to it. He
further urged the top court
to lower the cut-off
percentile.

The court said the fact

that many seats remain un-
filled makes the case for re-
duction of the qualifying
percentile “rather
compelling”.

Justice Narasimha ad-
vised the Additional Solici-
tor-General to “reflect a lit-
tle more™ about bringing
down the percentile, and
even consult with other
members of the Bar on the
issue.

Ms. Bhati urged the
court then to “add a line”
in its order “directing us to
reconsider this... to consid-
er reduction to the extent
possible”.

The law officer revealed
that even some of the ex-
perts had “varying views”
on the question of lower-
ing the qualifying
percentile.

“Some amount of re-
duction can be made. For
last years, we had even re-
duced it [qualifying per-
centile] to 0%,” Ms. Bhati
submitted.

The court scheduled the
case for further hearing
and directions on Septem-
ber 17.




1. What is NEET-SS? | NEET-SS RIT&?

NEET-SS = National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test Super Speciality.
NEET-SS = National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test Super Speciality |

It is the national entrance examination used for admission to super-speciality medical programmes.
IE Super-speciality Medical Programmes ® Admission & f&@ National Entrance Examination &1

Examples include programmes leading to qualifications such as:

DM - super-speciality medical disciplines
DM - Super-speciality Medical Disciplines

MCh - super-speciality surgical disciplines
MCh - Super-speciality Surgical Disciplines

Easy hierarchy
MBBS - PG medical training - Super-speciality

MBBS - Postgraduate Training = Super-speciality



2. Why did the Supreme Court intervene? | SC 1 g&d&lU =il faar?

The Court observed that the continuing vacancy of a substantial number of highly specialised medical
seats made a “compelling” case for reconsidering the percentile.

Court 7 gl fds 981 X1 A Highly Specialised Medical Seats T HTait Ig4T Percentile IR YAfddR &1
“compelling” case gATdT &1

Recent reporting said roughly 1,800 of more than 4,000 super-speciality seats remained vacant after
two counselling rounds.

Recent reporting & 379AR &I Counselling Rounds & d1g 4,000 & 3iftics Seats A @ 1,800 Seats HTail
3ﬁ'| @ The Times of India

Policy problem

Too high cut-off - seats may remain vacant

9gd 31 Cut-off > Seats TTel I Tdhdl &

But:

Too low cut-off & concerns over minimum academic standards

dgd bH Cut-off - Minimum Academic Standards @R 99

This is therefore a quality-access balancing problem.



4. What is a Cut-off Percentile?

A qualifying percentile is the minimum relative performance threshold required to become eligible for
counselling/admission.

Qualifying Percentile @& Minimum Relative Performance Threshold & f3i&@ Counselling/Admission &
foe Qualify 34T 3TG2TP EidT 21

Lowering it means:

More candidates become eligible.

3ifers Candidates Eligible gl 371d &1

But it does not automatically mean that every candidate gets a seat.
ifde sTdT 31ef Ig &l fb & Candidate @I Automatically Seat fAa Tt

Seat allocation still depends on:

Rank - Rank

Counselling » Counselling
Category/Quota - Category/Quota
Seat availability - Seat Availability
Choice filling = Choice Filling



5. What is a “Stray Round"? | Stray Round &R=IT &2

A stray-vacancy round is an additional counselling round conducted to fill seats still vacant after the
main counselling rounds.

Stray Vacancy Round @& 3ifdfed Counselling Round & it Main Rounds & 1€ gt et Seats &Y WA &
faT fpan simar 21

Sequence concept
Round 1 = Round 2 - further/mop-up process - Stray Vacancy Round

The exact counselling sequence can vary by the relevant admission cycle/rules.
Exact Counselling Sequence 33 Admission Cycle & Rules TR fAivR &3 Japdt €1

Exam point

Stray Round z reduction in qualifying percentile.
Stray Round 3R Qualifying Percentile Reduction 31a7 g1d &1

A stray round fills remaining seats from the eligible pool; reducing the percentile expands the eligible pool.
Stray Round Existing Eligible Candidates & Seats ¥RdT &; Percentile @H @37 & Eligible Candidates @1 =T
gadl 2|



3

» a petition challenging the diversion of 152 vacant super-speciality seats earmarked for in-
service government doctors in Tamil Nadu to the All India Quota (AlQ).

ﬁquff Petition = Tamil Nadu ¥ In-service Goverpment Doctors & R 152
Vacant Super-speciality Seats &1 All India Quota (AlIQ) H Yol o1 &I ﬂ:ﬁ?ﬂ algl

* The petitioners argued that eligible in-service doctors, particularly those serving in rural
areas, were waiting for a reduction in the qualifying percentile.

Petitioners [ h gl ?ﬂ%ﬁ Eligible In-service Doctors, ORIV Rural Areas ﬁ@a'[a'?%
Doctors, Qualifying Percentile H Reduction ﬁﬂ?ﬂ&ﬂﬂ?@' |

* An earlier Supreme Court stage in the same dispute had also dealt with these 152 seats.




* Why Not Simply Reduce Cut-off to Zero?

* The Centre's hesitation is linked to criticism over previous
occasions when qualifying thresholds were drastically
lowered. Recent reporting notes that the government
referred to the controversy over an earlier reduction to 0
percentile while explaining its reluctance this year.

* The policy dilemma is therefore not “fill seats at any
cost”.

olicy Dilemma Had “fHdt 1t FIHT U seats HIAT qﬁ
I

* ltis:
* How to minimise vacant seats without undermining

minimum competence standards?
* Minimum Competence Standards aﬁaﬂﬁhvﬁ?qﬁm
Vacant Seats DhH E.T?



Institution

NBEMS/NBE

NMC
MCC

DGHS

Supreme Court

Role

Conducts major postgraduate/super-speciality medical
examinations including NEET-SS framework

Medical education and professional regulation
Centralised counselling for relevant medical seats
Directorate General of Health Services

Judicial review of disputes involving admission and policy
legality



* Consider the following statements regarding NEET-SS:
NEET-5s & Hae # {18 Sl IR fo=R Fifve:

* It relates to admission to super—speciali% medical_education.
gg Super-speciality Medical Education %I

* A qualifying percentile js the same as percentage marks.
Qualifying Percentile 3R Percentage Marks W%I

e A stray vacancy round may be conducted_to fill seats remaining after regular counselling,
Regular Counselling & §TG gl Seats HIH @ foTU Stray Vacancy Round 101 ST & dl B |

* Reduction in qualifying percentile can enlarge the pool of eligible candidates.
Qualifying Percentile HHADH I Eligible Candidates CARSEEI de Hhdl gl
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Nandankanan Zoo playing soulful Indian
ragas to comfort rescued baby orangutans

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

From the rousing rhythm of
the tabla to the soulful
strumming of sitar - Nan-
dankanan Zoological Park
has upgraded its playlist for
the five rescued baby oran-
gutans to help them calm
their frazzled nerves.
According to officials,
the DNA sampling, essen-
tial to ascertain the origin
of the five orangutans res-
cued from a forest in Odish-
a’s Balasore district, has
been postponed by at least
10 days as the animals are
yet to “fully stabilise emo-
tionally in their new
surroundings”.
“Orangutans are not na-
tive to India. These young
animals, separated from
the mother, are experienc-

One of the baby orangutans, recently rescued from Balasore,
playing with soft toys at the Nandankanan Zoo’s quarantine cell. PTI

ing psychological distress.
Experts have advised music
therapy for them,” said Pra-
deep Devidas Mirase, De-
puty Director of Nandanka-
nan Zoo. While music is a
universal language and con-
nects everyone across diffe-
rent cultures, languages,
and physical locations, zoo

officials are hoping the
soulful ragas will help keep
the primates comfortable
in their new surroundings.
The orangutans, aged
about one year, have been
expressing emotions like
human children, a senior
official said. “Sometimes
they appear to be relaxed,

and in the next moment,
they cling to each other,
likely due to anxiety for be-
ing separated from their
mothers,” the officer said.
The Wildlife Crime Con-
trol Bureau, meanwhile,
has launched a probe into
the mysterious presence of
the orangutans, thousands
of kilometres away from
their natural habitats in In-
donesia and Malaysia.

‘Smuggled via sea route’
While the investigation is
at a preliminary stage, se-
nior Odisha Forest Depart-
ment officials said the traf-
fickers may have used a sea
route to smuggle the oran-
gutans before bringing
them into India through
one of the north-eastern
States, possibly via Myan-
mar or Bangladesh.
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Phylogeny of superfamily Hominoidea!?%/:F'9- 4

Hominoidea

__gibbons (family Hylobatidae)
___orangutans (genus Pongo)

___gorillas (genus Goirilla)

chimpanzees and bonobos (genus
— Pan)

___humans (genus Homo)



Five infant orangutans rescued from Odisha's Balasore district have been shifted to Nandankanan
Zoological Park, where officials are using soothing Indian classical and instrumental music during
rehabilitation to reduce stress.

Odisha & Balasore District & 99T ¢ 4" Baby Orangutans @ Nandankanan Zoological Park & 31 =11
&, ST&l Rehabilitation & ER19 Stress &H &34 & fdiT Indian Classical 3R Instrumental Music S3T1=—IT 51T 38T

g’l & The Indian Express +1

Their presence in Odisha is highly unusual because orangutans are not native to India, prompting an
investigation into possible international wildlife trafficking.

Odisha ® g1 fAdAT 3I”id 3R & wRilfes Orangutans WRd & Native Animals 781 8: safde Possible
International Wildlife Trafficking @1 SiTd 26 I TS &1 & The Indian Express +

Core Chain:
5 baby orangutans - Balasore, Odisha - rescued - Nandankanan Zoo - quarantine +
rehabilitation » WCCB/STF probe - suspected wildlife trafficking



Species

Main natural range

Bornean orangutan (Pongo pygmaeus)

Borneo

Sumatran orangutan (Pongo abelii)

Sumatra

Tapanuli orangutan (Pongo
tapanuliensis)

Northern Sumatra/Batang
Toru




10. Conservation Threats to Orangutans

Orangutan populations face multiple threats:

Deforestation - a4} &1 &wers

Palm-oil expansion = Palm Oil Plantation Expansion
Mining = Mining

Habitat fragmentation - Habitat Fragmentation
Forest fires - Forest Fires

Poaching = Poaching

lllegal pet/wildlife trade - lllegal Wildlife Trade

Ecology chain

Habitat loss - fragmented populations = reduced gene flow = greater extinction risk

Habitat Loss = Population Fragmentation - Gene Flow &H - Extinction RiskEIE,?ITﬁ



Animal
Orangutan
Gorilla
Chimpanzee
Gibbon

Hoolock gibbon

Natural region

Borneo & Sumatra
Equatorial Africa
Tropical Africa

South & Southeast Asia

Northeast India



* Consider the following statements:
HYFl R faaR Fifore:

* Orangutans occurr\natural%in Borneo_and Sumatra.

Orangutans HIPIddh U I Borneo 3R Sumatra H TTT ST g |

* Wildlife Crime Control Bureau works under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change.
Wildlife Crime Congrol Bureau, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change &

ST B 6|

 CITES deals with international trade in endangered wild species.
CITES Endangered Wild Species & International Trade @Fﬁf‘aﬁ%l

* Orangutans are native to northeastern India. _
Orangutans Northeast India & Native Species %I
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How should RUPPs be regulated?

Why do some RUPPs remain active despite poor compliance? How can their misuse be curbed? What can be done 1o improve transparency? Should RUPPs face
a\melhmsmklﬁxlaxbmks’ﬂm cand\eu.mag:lnnmmﬂmnpamw

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan R,

The story so far:
“BBC News Hindi' investigation
has revealed that six Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPP), all based in Gujarat,
had received donations of around 71,700
crares for the year 202324, This is higher
than the total received by five nationally
recognised political parties, except the
BJP, for the same period, which stood at
11,480 croves.

whlmr@mudpm
Political parties are an assoclation or body
of individuals that can be formed by
citizens, Section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 (RP
Act) Lays down the requirements for
registration of a political party with the
Election Commission (EC), After
satisfactory scrutiny of the documents
submitted, the EC registers a political
party a5 a RUPP. The RUPPs enjoy the
following benefits — (2) tax exemption for
donations recelved under Section 12 of
the Income Tax Act, 2025, (b) common
symbol for contesting general elections to
the Lok Sabha/State Assemblies, and (<)
20 “star cam)| * during election
campaign. RUPPsamrequlredm
maintain the detals of individual donors
above twenty thousand rupees in a
financial year and submit them to the poll
body every year, As per section 29C of the
Representation of the People Act, filure
to furnish these details will result in losing
Income tax
The RUPPs, under the Income Tax Act,
2025, are required to accept donations in
excess of two thousand rupees only
through cheque or bank transfers.

What are the Issues?

As per the EC notification, India had more
than 2,800 RUPPs as of July, but oaly
around 750 contested the 2024 general
elections, This has resulted in the
maniker — Jetter pad parties’ — for the
rest of the RUPPs. The RP Act does not

confer explicit powers on the EC to
de-register a political party if it fails to
contest ebections, conduct nner-party
elections, or lodge requisite returns. In
the Indian Natlonal Congress vs Institute of
Social Weifare & Ors (2002), the Supreme
Court held that the EC does not hive the

unwmb/them\emm The EC
periodically publishes the list of de-listed
RUPPs. The October 2025 notification
contains over 800 such parties,
However, the six RUPPs - Aam Janmat

the list of active RUPPs as per the EC
notification in October 2025 This is
because they managed to field a total of 15
candiiates during the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections. The Assoclation for Democratic

Reforms periodically publishes reports on
the status of submission of annual reports
of RUPPs. In its July 2025 report, in which
the annual reports of 2022-23 are
analysed, it is stated that reports of only
26% of RUPPs are available in the public
domsain, Poor with statutory
requirements, coupled with a lack of
transparency, results in these ‘letter pad’
parties being used s an opague channel
for tax evasion and money nndering.

What needs to be done?
The Law Commission, in its 255th report,
had recommended amendments for
de-registration of a political party If it falls
to contest elections for ten consecutive
years. The EC, in its memorandum for
clectoral reforms (2016), also suggested
an amendment to the RP Act that would
empower it to de-register a party. These
are long-pending reforms that need to be
carried out to empower the EC to act
against non-serious parties, some of
which are merely a fagade for illegal
fnancial transactions.
However, If parties contest elections

GEYTY INCES

merely to fulfil a statutory requirement,
they could continue to misuse thedr tax
exemptions and be used for money
kaundering and other nefarious activicies.
In the present digital world, it is not
difficult for the Income Tax Department
and other enforcement agencies to
monitor the transactions of such parties
and take strict action against any
wrongdoing. This would act as a deterrent
igainst the misuse of the benefits and
exemptions avaikable to political parties.
The EC had abo suggested that tax
exemptions be provided only for political
parties that win seats in Lok Sabha ar
Legislative Assembly elections. This can
be viewed as an undemocratic and
extreme measure, as there are parties that
consistently contest edections without
electoral success. Instead. similar to the
1% vote threshold for allotting common
symbols to RUPPs, a suitable vote

age threshold may be stipulated

law for RUPPs to avail of tax

exemptions on donations received,
(Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
Views expressed are personal)

THE GIST

A

Six Gujerat-based RUPPs
reconod about 11,700 crove In
donations in 2023-24, rasing
concerns over apague political
funding

-

Weak statutory provisions and
POOT Complance Bllow masry
man-serious RUPPs o remain
active and potentially misuse
tax exernptions

-

The EC needs stronger powers
10 de-regester such parties,
while a satable vote threshold
could detormine elighbslity for
tax exernptions



* concerns over Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs), especially where
parties receive substantial donations despite weak electoral participation and poor
flnanual disclosure.

Explalner 'l?f Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs%?ﬁaWﬁi?lTﬁlﬁTg
I

PO Parties dgd D H Electoral Participatio
Donatlons HTET Pl @ MR Financial Disclosure MY H"Tl:l\_rﬁ?'???ﬂ

* The six Gujarat-based RUPPs received around 1,700 crore in donations in 2023-24,
triggering questions over transparency, tax exemptions and possible misuse of the
political-party framework.

Gujarat &1 D% RUPPs &l 202 &ﬁ? 4 TTHIT X1,700 W Donations ﬁlﬁ LR

Trangparency, Tax Exemptions Political-party Framework & JHIId Misuse TR JaTdd
I



« Whatisa RUPP? | RUPPTITZ? e W W

 RUPP = Registered Unrecognised Political Party.
RUPP = Registered Unrecognised Political Party |

* |t is a political party registered with the Election Commission of India but
not recognised as a State Party or National Party.

Ue Political Party %Gﬁ Election CommissiQn of India %W?I egistered
%, State Party Ul National Party & TUH Recognised qﬁ I

* Simple hierarchy
* Political Party - Registered - Recognised / Unrecognised
* Registered but not recognised = RUPP




« 2. Registration Under Section 29A %o ¢ W

* Political parties are registered with the Election Commission under Section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

Political Parties T Registration Representation of the People Act, 1951 PI Section 29A %T‘IEH
Election Commission %W'&ﬁ?ﬂ I

* Important conditions
* A party's constitution must broadly affirm faith in:

* Constitution of India > RO dfdem=

Socialism - HHIuIdIg
Secularism - YUY
Democracy = KIGGE]

Sovereignty, unity and integrity of India > HIRd G| '\‘i'q‘{-l?ﬂ, U dl 3R SRS



Feature Recognised Party

Registered with ECI v

Meets recognition
criteria

v/

Can be State/National
/ X

Party

Generally no
permanently reserved
symbol

Reserved election Generally yes, subject to
symbol rules

Meets prescribed Has not met recognition

Electoral performance threshold threshold




4.Why Are RUPPs a Concern? | HXIT &RIT 22

The article highlights several concerns:

Very low electoral activity - 9gd W gATd! fafafes

Poor filing of annual reports = Annual Reports @' @R1@ Compliance
Large donations in some cases - $® HIH@! A 481 Donations
Tax-exemption benefits & Tax Exemption Benefits

Limited power of ECI to de-register - ECI @&} #fdd De-registration Power

Core governance problem

Registration provides benefits, but non-compliance does not always lead to cancellation.

Registration & Benefits fieid &, @fdo7 Non-compliance R gR2IT Registration Cancel gl fdsar s
BT

5. How Many RUPPs? | fésa<t RUPPs &7

The supplied article says that India had more than 2,800 RUPPs as of July 2025, while only around 750
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha election.

W P ATAR July 2025 @ India & 2,800 & 3i1feics RUPPs 2it, @fds< @it 750 A &1 2024 Lok Sabha
Election @3TI

This has created what the article calls a large group of effectively inactive or “letter-pad parties.”

0 9t [z A Ut Parties @+t g% & 57t practically inactive & 3R 5 @& “letter-pad parties” &gd1 1



* Financial Transparency — Big Problem %o %% W

* ADR found that for FY 2022-23, out of 2,764 RUPPs, reports for only 739 (26.74%) were
available on State CEO websites, while 73.26% had neither statement available there.

» ADR & 3[R FY 2022-23 H 2,764 RUPPs H Badl 739 UT-T 26.74% P Reports State
CEO Websites TR JUd UY; 73.26% & E.']T-ﬁKTHE Financial Statements SUdsY g1 ¥ |

* Why this matters

* Poor disclosure can create risks relating to:
» Opacity in political funding - Political Fuqdingﬁ ST Pl
Tax evasion concerns = Tax Evasion ®| AIR[D]

Money laundering risks - Money Laundering Risk
Shell-like political entities - &Hadd AITH HTI B Political Entities



* Tax Exemption for Political Parties % ¢ W

* Political parties can claim income-tax exemption under Section 13A of the Income-tax Act, subject to

prescribed conditions.

Political Parties et conditions & 3 Income-tax Act BT Section 13A & T8 Income-tax Exemption
I

* Section 13A requires, among other things, maintenance of proper accounts and donor details for
contributions above the prescribed threshold.

. Section 13A® ded Proper Accounts X1 Gﬁ? ﬁ%lfﬁl_d AT A HWR Donations P PQ‘IT{ Donor Details
Maintain BIAT TdRI D § |

e Article's concern

* If a party hardly contests elections but continues to enjoy tax benefits, the framework may be open to
abuse,
[a RN N

U%ﬁ%é Party ¢I'THIT Election '_'Iébf cdsdl <l - Tax Benefits Gl ?6(‘“ %, I Framework & Misuse @1 SHTGAT
de drgl




* Can ECI De-register a Political Party? | WWWH ' X &

e Short answer:

* Generally, NO — ECI has no broad express statutory power to de-register a party merely
for poor compliance or inactivity.

- HTHTAA: @] — Hde Poor Compliance AT Inactivity B STYR TR ECI & UTH HTIH
De-registration Powerqﬁ I

* The Supreme Court in Indian National Congress (l) v. Institute of Social Welfare (2002)
held that Section 29A does not give the ECI a general power to de-register political parties.

« Supreme Court <2002 H Pl f& section 29A ECI BT HTHT De-registration Power T-Iﬁ
I



* Recognised Party Status Comes From Where?

* Recognition of National and State parties is governed by the Election
Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968.

National Gﬁ'\" State Party Recognijtion, Election Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968 W@T‘ﬁ I

* Key distinction

* Registration - Section 29A, RPA 1951
Recognition - Symbols Order, 1968



Consider the following statements regarding Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs):

Registered Unrecognised Political Parties & ﬂ?{’l-f AT PYAI U=
foar ®ifere:

e They are registered with the Election Commission under Section 29A of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

q RPA, 1951 &1 Section 29A P ded Election Commission s | Registered @?ﬁ %.I

e The Election Commission currently has an unrestricted statutory power to de-
register any RUPP for not contesting elections.

ECI & UTH Election T ?I?:ef U WY RUPP BT De-register P DI Unlimited
Statutory Power %I

e The Law Commission's 255th Report recommended de-registration where a party
does not contest Parliamentary or State Assembly elections for ten consecutive
years.

Law Commission @1 255th Report A AR 10 94 db Parliamentary/Assembly
Election | ?I@ef U De-registration @1 Recommendation @1 |

e The Election Commission is a constitutional body under Article 324.
Election Commission Article 324 & ded Constitutional Body %I
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Word of the day

Punctilious:
marked by precise accordance with details

Synonyms: careful, meticulous,
scrupulous

Usa g€ She is punctilious about following
the rules.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/punctilious

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /pAnktilias/
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