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Real learning comes when the 
mind is free from 
fear and comparison.”
“सच्ची शिक्षा तबआती है जब मन
भयऔर
तुलना से मुक्त होता है।”
— J. Krishnamurti









• India–Iran Diplomatic Engagement Continues

• India has decided to continue diplomatic conversations with Iran despite the ongoing geopolitical tensions in 
West Asia.
भारत ने पश्चचम एशिया में बढ़ते भ-ूराजनीततक तनाव के बावजदू ईरान के साथ कूटनीततक वाताा जारी रखने का तनर्ाय
शलया है।
• External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar informed Parliament that contacts at the leadership level remain 
difficult due to the conflict situation.
ववदेि मंत्री एस. जयशकंर ने संसद को बताया कक संघर्ा की श्थथतत के कारर् िीर्ा नेततृ्व थतर पर संपका थथावपत करना
कठिन है।
• However, India continues diplomatic engagement through foreign minister–level talks with Iranian Foreign 
Minister Abbas Araghchi.
किर भी भारत ईरानी ववदेि मंत्री अब्बास अराघची के साथ ववदेि मंत्री थतर पर कूटनीततक संपका बनाए हुए है।
• Discussions were held on February 28 and March 5 and India plans to continue high-level communication.
28 फरवरी और 5 माचचको वाताा हुई और भारतआगे भी उच्च थतरीय संवाद जारी रखेगा।







Topic Key Facts

Iran Political System
Supreme Leader is the highest authority; 

elected indirectly by the Assembly of Experts

Strait of Hormuz
Around 20% of global oil trade passes 

through this strait

India–Iran Trade
Major sectors: crude oil, fertilizers, 

agriculture, pharmaceuticals

Chabahar Port
Developed by India to access Afghanistan 

and Central Asia bypassing Pakistan

India’s Diaspora in West Asia
More than 9 million Indians live in the Gulf 

region

Iran Nuclear Program Enrichment facilities at Natanz and Fordow

Iran Missile Program
Iran possesses the largest missile arsenal 

in the Middle East

Strategic Importance of Iran
Gateway between South Asia, Central Asia 

and the Middle East



• Consider the following statements regarding India–
Iran relations:

• The Strait of Hormuz is a critical energy chokepoint 
through which a large portion of global oil trade 
passes.

• India is developing Chabahar Port in Iran to gain 
access to Central Asia.

• The Supreme Leader of Iran is directly elected by 
the public.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3















Event Significance

American Independence 
(1776)

Same year as publication of 
Wealth of Nations

Industrial Revolution
Smith’s ideas supported 
industrial capitalism

End of Mercantilism Shift toward free trade policies



Aspect Adam Smith Karl Marx

Time Period 18th century economist (1723–1790)
19th century philosopher/economist (1818–
1883)

Famous Work The Wealth of Nations Das Kapital

Economic System Supported Capitalism and free market economy Socialism / Communism

View on Market
Markets should operate freely with minimal 
government interference

Markets under capitalism exploit workers

Key Concept
“Invisible Hand” – self-interest leads to 
economic benefit for society

“Class Struggle” – conflict between workers and 
capitalists

Role of Government Limited role: defence, justice, public goods Strong role: state control of production

Ownership of Means of Production Private ownership encouraged Collective / state ownership

View on Profit
Profit is reward for investment and 
entrepreneurship

Profit is exploitation of labour

Social Classes Did not emphasize class conflict Society divided into bourgeoisie and proletariat

Goal of Economy Wealth creation and economic growth Classless society and equality







• Consider the following statements regarding Adam Smith:

• Adam Smith is known as the father of modern economics.

• His book “The Wealth of Nations” was published in 1776.

• Adam Smith believed government should have no role in the economy.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3















Topic Facts

Geography
Located between Middle East, Central Asia and South 
Asia

Oil Reserves 4th largest proven oil reserves

Gas Reserves 2nd largest natural gas reserves

Strategic Strait Strait of Hormuz



• Consider the following statements:

• The Supreme Leader is the highest authority in Iran’s political system.

• The Assembly of Experts is responsible for selecting the Supreme Leader.

• The President of Iran has greater powers than the Supreme Leader.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3









• Will Petrol and Diesel Prices Rise?

• Retail fuel prices may not rise immediately.
पेट्रोल और डीजल की कीमत तुरंत नहीं बढ़ सकती।
• Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs) may initially absorb the cost increase.
तेल ववपर्न कंपतनयां (OMCs) प्रारंभ में लागत वदृ्धि को वहन कर सकती हैं।
• If high prices persist, consumers eventually bear the burden.
यठद कीमतें लंबे समय तक ऊंची रहती हैं तो अंततः उपभोक्ताओं को बोझ उिाना पड़ता है।



Sectors 
Most 
Affected

Sector Impact

Transport & Logistics
Higher fuel costs increase 
freight charges

Aviation
Fuel forms a major part of 
airline operating cost

Fertiliser Industry
Uses petroleum derivatives as 
feedstock

Petrochemical Industry Highly dependent on crude oil

Manufacturing Higher input and energy costs



How India Protects Itself from 
Oil Shocks

India has adopted several 
strategies to reduce oil shock 

risks.

भारत ने तेल झटकों से बचने के 
शलए कई रर्नीततयााँ अपनाई हैं।

Strategic Petroleum Reserves 
(SPR)

रणनीतिक पेट्रोलियम भंडार

Diversification of oil import 
sources

तेल आयात स्रोतों का 
वववविीकरर्

Increasing renewable energy 
share

नवीकरर्ीय ऊजाा का ववथतार

Promoting electric vehicles and 
biofuels

इलेश्क्ट्रक वाहन और जवै ईंिन 
को बढ़ावा



• Consider the following statements 
regarding crude oil and the Indian 
economy:
• India imports more than 80% of its 
crude oil requirement.
• Rising crude oil prices increase India’s 
Current Account Deficit.
• Higher crude prices generally reduce 
inflation in India.
• Which of the statements given above 
is/are correct?
• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



India–Seychelles Joint Military Exercise 
Lamitiye 2026





Geographical Facts About Seychelles

Feature Details वववरर्
Capital Victoria ववक्टोररया
Location Western Indian Ocean पश्चचमी ठहदं महासागर
Type of Country Island Nation द्वीपीय राष्ट्ट्र
Nearest Countries Madagascar, Mauritius, Somalia मेडागाथकर, मॉरीिस, सोमाशलया

Organisation Membership
Commonwealth, African Union, 
Indian Ocean Rim Association

कॉमनवेल्थ, अफ्रीकी संघ, IORA



Topic Details वववरर्

Exercise Name Lamitiye 2026 लाशमततये 2026

Countries Participating India and Seychelles भारत और सेिेल्स

Edition 11th Edition 11वां संथकरर्

Nature of Exercise Joint Military Exercise संयुक्त सैन्य अभ्यास

Location Seychelles Defence Academy, Seychelles सेिेल्स डडिें स अकादमी, सेिेल्स

Duration March 9 – March 20, 2026 9 माचा – 20 माचा 2026

Meaning of Name
Lamitiye means “Friendship” in Creole 
language

कियोल भार्ा में “Lamitiye” का अथा 
“शमत्रता” है

Frequency Biennial (Every 2 years) द्वववावर्ाक (हर 2 वर्ा में)

Started In 2001 2001



Factor Explanation वववरर्

Indian Ocean Strategy
Seychelles lies in western 
Indian Ocean

सेिेल्स पश्चचमी ठहदं
महासागर में श्थथत

Maritime Security
Helps secure sea lanes in 
Indian Ocean

ठहदं महासागर के समुद्री
मागों की सुरक्षा

SAGAR Policy
Supports India’s “Security and 
Growth for All in the Region” 
policy

भारत की “सागर नीतत” को
समथान

Anti-Piracy Cooperation
Strengthens cooperation 
against piracy

समुद्री डकैती के खखलाि 
सहयोग



Exercise Countries Type

Malabar
India, USA, Japan, 
Australia

Naval Exercise

Yudh Abhyas India – USA Army Exercise

Varuna India – France Naval Exercise

Indra India – Russia Tri-service Exercise

Lamitiye India – Seychelles Joint Military Exercise



• Consider the following statements regarding the Lamitiye military exercise:

• Lamitiye is a joint military exercise conducted between India and Seychelles.

• The exercise is held every year.

• Seychelles is located in the western Indian Ocean.

• Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

• A. 1 and 3 only
B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



India Remains World’s 
Second-Largest Arms 

Importer (SIPRI Report)



Topic Key Facts वववरर्

Report Source
Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute (SIPRI)

थटॉकहोम इंटरनेिनल पीस ररसचा 
इंथटीट्यूट (SIPRI)

India’s Rank
2nd largest arms importer in the 
world

भारत दतुनया का दसूरा सबसे बड़ा 
हधथयार आयातक

Reporting Period 2021–2025 2021–2025

Trend
Slight decline in imports due to 
domestic defence production

घरेलू रक्षा उत्पादन बढ़ने से आयात 
में हल्की कमी







Global Arms Trade Trends (SIPRI)

Indicator Data वववरर्
Increase in global arms 

transfers

About 9.2% rise (2016–20 

to 2021–25)
वैश्चवक हधथयार व्यापार में 
लगभग 9.2% वदृ्धि

Largest arms exporter United States अमेररका

US Share
About 42% of global arms 

exports
वैश्चवक हधथयार तनयाात का 
लगभग 42%

Major Import Regions Europe and Asia यूरोप और एशिया



• SIPRI – Important Facts 

Topic Details वववरण
Established 1966 1966

Headquarters Stockholm, Sweden थटॉकहोम, थवीडन

Function

Tracks global arms 
transfers, military 
spending and security 
trends

वैश्चवक हधथयार व्यापार 
और सैन्य खचा का 
अध्ययन



Weapon / 
System

Type
Count
ry

Approx Cost (latest deals) Usage in Military

Rafale Fighter 
Jet

Multirole fighter 
aircraft

Franc
e

36 jets ≈ €7.87 billion; 
additional 26 naval Rafale ≈ 
$7.4 billion

Air superiority, precision 
strike, nuclear delivery

Sukhoi Su-
30MKI

Heavy fighter 
aircraft

Russia ~$50–60 million per aircraft
Air dominance, long-
range strike missions

MiG-29K
Carrier-based fighter 
jet

Russia ~$40 million per aircraft
Aircraft carrier 
operations

P-8I Poseidon
Maritime patrol 
aircraft

USA ~$3 billion for 12 aircraft
Anti-submarine warfare, 
maritime surveillance

C-17 
Globemaster III

Strategic transport 
aircraft

USA ~$4.1 billion for 10 aircraft
Heavy troop & 
equipment transport

C-130J Super 
Hercules

Tactical transport 
aircraft

USA ~$1.1 billion deal
Special operations, troop 
transport

MQ-9B Sea 
Guardian Drone

High-altitude long-
endurance UAV

USA
~$3 billion for 31 drones 
(approx proposal)

Maritime surveillance, 
intelligence gathering



Heron TP Drone Combat-capable UAV Israel ~$400 million approx
Long-range surveillance, 
reconnaissance

S-400 Triumf
Long-range air defence 
missile system

Russia ~$5.4 billion deal
Air defence against aircraft & 
missiles

Barak-8 Missile 
System

Surface-to-air missile Israel ~$2.5 billion joint program
Air defence for Navy and 
Army

Spike Anti-Tank 
Missile

Anti-tank guided missile Israel ~$500 million approx
Destroy enemy tanks and 
armored vehicles

Scorpene 
Submarines (P-75)

Diesel-electric 
submarine

France ~$3.7 billion program
Underwater warfare and 
maritime defence



Major Arms Supplier Countries for India

Country Share in India’s Arms Imports Major Systems Supplied

Russia ~36–40% Su-30MKI, S-400, MiG-29, T-90 tanks

France ~22–24% Rafale jets, Scorpene submarines

Israel ~14–15% Drones, missiles, radar systems

USA ~9–10% P-8I aircraft, C-17, Apache helicopters



• Consider the following statements:

• SIPRI is a Sweden-based institute that tracks global arms transfers.

• India is the world’s second-largest arms importer according to the 2021–25 SIPRI report.

• The United States is the largest arms exporter in the world.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Shah Rukh Khan 
Debuts in Hurun 
Global Rich List 
2026







India Ranks Fourth Globally in Land 
Investment Destinations







Factor Explanation वववरर्

Rapid Urbanisation
Growing demand for housing and 
infrastructure

तेजी से िहरीकरर्

Economic Growth
Expanding middle class and 
consumption

बढ़ती मध्यम वगीय आबादी

Policy Reforms
RERA, REIT framework and ease of 
doing business

RERA और REIT सुिार

Technology Sector Demand for office and IT parks आईटी और टेक कंपतनयों की मांग

Reasons for India’s High Investment Ranking



• Consider the following statements:

• India ranked fourth globally as a destination for cross-border land investments.

• The ranking was reported by Colliers Global Capital Flows Report.

• Asia-Pacific (APAC) includes countries such as India, China, Japan and Australia.

• Which of the statements given above are correct?

• A. 1 and 2 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 1, 2 and 3



Sambar Deer Recorded at High 
Altitudes in Himachal Pradesh



Topic Key Information वववरर्
Species Sambar सांभर ठहरर्
Scientific Name Rusa unicolor रूसा यूतनकोलर

Location
Himachal Pradesh –
Chamba district

ठहमाचल प्रदेि – चंबा श्जला

Discovery Method Camera trap monitoring कैमरा टै्रप मॉतनटररगं

Significance
First record of sambar deer 
in high-altitude Himalayan 
habitats

उच्च ठहमालयी क्षेत्रों में पहली 
बार दजा







• Coexistence of Multiple Deer 
Species

• This coexistence indicates 
ecological diversity.
यह सह-अश्थतत्व पाररश्थथततक
वववविता को दिााता है।

Species Habitat वववरर्

Sambar
Forest 

ecosystems
वन पाररश्थथततकी

Musk Deer Alpine forests अल्पाइन वन
Barking 

Deer

Lower Himalayan 

forests
तनम्न ठहमालयी
वन



Topic Fact वववरर्
Largest Deer in South 
Asia

Sambar
दक्षक्षर् एशिया का सबसे 
बड़ा ठहरर्

Conservation Status Vulnerable संकटग्रथत (Vulnerable)

Red List Authority
International Union for 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN)

IUCN रेड शलथट

Protection Law
Wildlife Protection Act 
1972 Schedule III

वन्यजीव संरक्षर् 
अधितनयम 1972













Thank you ☺


