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Discipline is the most peaceful way to 
defeat regret.













Area Major decision Significance for India

Defence
New Joint Declaration on Defence and Security 
Cooperation

Higher level of strategic coordination

Maritime security Maritime Security Collaboration Road Map
Stronger Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific 
cooperation

Military exercises
More complex bilateral and multilateral 
exercises

Greater interoperability

Military access
Expansion of aircraft deployments and 
operational cooperation

Improved strategic reach

Defence industry Cooperation between defence industries Technology and supply-chain opportunities

Civil nuclear energy
Framework for regular Australian uranium 
supplies

Nuclear fuel security

Critical minerals Cooperation and critical-minerals corridor
Reduces strategic dependence on concentrated 
supply chains

Cyber & technology
Australia–India partnership on cyber and critical 
technologies

Cooperation in emerging strategic technologies

Energy security Coal, LNG and other energy-supply cooperation Diversification of India's energy sources

Indo-Pacific Greater strategic consultation Stronger coordination amid regional uncertainty











Indicator Figure

Bilateral goods trade, FY 2024–25 About $24.1 billion

FY 2025–26, up to February 2026 $19.3 billion

Major Indian exports
Petroleum products, engineering goods, 

pharmaceuticals and manufactured goods

Major imports from Australia Coal, gold and other mineral resources



India exports to Australia India imports from Australia

Refined petroleum Coal

Pharmaceuticals Gold

Engineering goods Minerals

Textiles and garments Agricultural commodities

Machinery Energy resources

Services Raw materials



Exercise Participants Nature

AUSINDEX India–Australia Naval

Malabar
India, US, Japan, 
Australia

Naval

Pitch Black
Multinational; India 
participates

Air combat exercise

AUSTRAHIND India–Australia Tri-service exercise





Antiquity Material
Associated 
deity/concept

Original 
temple/location

Bhadrakali Trident Bronze Goddess Bhadrakali

Sri Kasi Viswanatha 
Swamy Temple, 
Kollumangudi, Tiruvarur 
district

Nandi Idol Granite
Sacred bull and vahana 
of Shiva

Temple in Tamil Nadu 
identified through 
investigation

Kartikeya/Shanmukha 
Sculpture

Basalt
Six-headed form of 
Kartikeya

Naganathaswamy
Temple, Manambadi, 
Thanjavur





Possible Question Answer

Antiquities returned by which country? Australia

Number of antiquities? Three

Originating state? Tamil Nadu

Broad historical period? Chola period

Present custodian before return? National Gallery of Australia

Investigating Indian agency? Tamil Nadu Idol Wing CID

Legal cooperation mechanism mentioned? MLAT

Nandi is associated with? Shiva

Shanmukha refers to? Kartikeya/Murugan

Chola bronze technique? Lost-wax technique

Indian antiquities legislation? Antiquities and Art Treasures Act, 1972

International illicit cultural property convention? UNESCO Convention, 1970





Indicator India data

Risk of developing cancer before age 75 Nearly 1 in 10 people

Risk of dying from cancer before age 75 About 7 in 100 people

New cases in 2022 1.41 million

Cancer deaths in 2022 916,827

5-year cancer prevalence in 2022 Over 3.25 million people

Approx. new cases in 2024 1.6 million

Approx. deaths in 2024 Around 900,000

Projected annual new cases by 2050 About 2.8 million



Term Meaning

Incidence
Number of new cancer cases during a particular 
period

Mortality Number of deaths caused by cancer

Prevalence
Number of people living with a cancer diagnosis in a 
specified period

Risk before age 75
Probability of developing or dying from cancer before 
reaching 75

5-year prevalence
People alive who were diagnosed during the previous 
five years



Rank Cancer type New cases, 2022

1 Breast cancer 192,020

2 Lip and oral cavity cancer 143,759

3 Cervical cancer 127,526

4 Lung cancer 81,748

5 Oesophageal cancer 70,637



India Global pattern

Breast cancer is the largest individual 
burden

Lung, breast and colorectal cancers dominate 
globally

Very high oral cancer burden
Oral cancer is less dominant in many 
Western countries

Cervical cancer remains a major challenge
Lower burden in countries with strong HPV 
vaccination and screening

Smokeless tobacco plays a major role
Cigarette smoking is a dominant tobacco 
exposure in many countries

Late diagnosis remains common
Many richer countries have stronger 
organised screening systems











Infectious agent Associated cancer

HPV
Cervical and several other anogenital/oropharyngeal 
cancers

Hepatitis B virus Liver cancer

Hepatitis C virus Liver cancer

Helicobacter pylori Stomach cancer

Epstein–Barr virus Certain lymphomas and nasopharyngeal cancer



Indicator Global picture

Annual new cancer cases About 20.6 million

Annual cancer deaths Close to 10 million

Deaths per day More than 26,000

Projected cases by 2050 Nearly 35 million annually

Global mortality ranking
Second leading cause after 

cardiovascular disease









Parameter Brazil India

First major ethanol blending law 1931 EBP roots in early 2000s

National ethanol push Proálcool, 1975 Strong acceleration after 2014

First ethanol-only mass-market car Fiat 147, 1979
No comparable mass ethanol-only 
ecosystem

Flex-fuel vehicle mass rollout 2003 onward Early-stage policy and prototypes

Standard petrol blend E30 from 2025 E20 achieved in 2025-26

High-ethanol option E100 widely established E85/E100 ecosystem emerging

Consumer choice High Limited

Transition character Gradual and ecosystem-led Rapid, mandate-led

Main traditional feedstock Sugarcane
Sugarcane products + grains, 
increasingly maize

Time from lower blends to E30 Decades
E5 to E20 transition occurred 
rapidly



Year Development Significance

1931 First ethanol-blending requirement Beginning of institutional ethanol policy

1973 Global oil crisis Exposed oil-import vulnerability

1975 National Alcohol Programme—Proálcool Large-scale government push for ethanol

1979 Fiat 147 ethanol car launched
Consumer vehicle technology aligned with fuel 
policy

1980s Ethanol vehicle adoption expands Ethanol becomes a mainstream mobility fuel

2003 Modern flex-fuel vehicles enter mass market Drivers can choose fuel based on price

2017 RenovaBio framework Links biofuels with decarbonisation policy

2024 Fuel of the Future legislation
Supports low-carbon fuels and technology 
transition

2025 E27 → E30 Higher mandatory ethanol blend



Year Development

2003 E5 programme introduced in selected states and UTs

2006 E5 expanded more widely

2014
Blending was around 1.5%; stronger pricing and 
procurement push followed

2018 National Policy on Biofuels introduced

2019–20 E5 distribution expanded nationwide

2022
Around E10 achieved nationally; policy target 
advanced

2023 Phased E20 rollout began

2025-26 20% blending achieved nationally

India’s ethanol journey













Indicator Progress

Ethanol blending, 2013-14 Below 1.5%

2018-23 period Rapid acceleration

2025-26 20%

Original E20 deadline 2030

Achievement
Around five years ahead of original 

target

Production capacity, 2014 421 crore litres

Production capacity, 2026 Around 2,000 crore litres





Feature 1G Ethanol 2G Ethanol

Feedstock Sugar/starch-rich crops
Agricultural residues and 

lignocellulosic biomass

Examples
Sugarcane juice, 

molasses, maize

Rice straw, wheat straw, 

bagasse, corn cobs

Technology Mature More complex

Cost Generally lower Currently more expensive

Food competition Potentially higher Lower

Stubble-burning benefit Limited Potentially significant

Long-term Indian 

relevance

Important transitional 

source
Strategically important





Technology Best strategic role

EV Urban two-wheelers, three-wheelers, cars and buses

Ethanol
Existing ICE transition and compatible flex-fuel 
segments

Biodiesel Selected diesel substitution applications

CBG Commercial vehicles and local transport

Green hydrogen Long-term heavy transport and industrial applications

SAF Aviation decarbonisation



Uttarakhand Becomes India’s 6th Fully Literate 
State



Particular Details

State Uttarakhand

Achievement Fully Literate State

Position in India 6th state

Programme ULLAS

ULLAS full form Understanding of Lifelong Learning for All in Society

Target group Non-literate persons aged 15 years and above

Benchmark 95% or more under the programme framework

Policy connection National Education Policy, 2020

Core approach Volunteerism and community participation

Broad objective Foundational literacy, numeracy and lifelong learning



Concept Explanation

100% literacy Every eligible person is literate

Fully literate benchmark
At least 95% literacy under the 

relevant programme criterion

General literacy statistics
Commonly reported for population 

aged 7 years and above

ULLAS target population
Non-literate adults aged 15 years and 

above

Functional literacy
Ability to use reading, writing and 

numeracy in everyday life



• Important exam trap

• Literacy Rate ≠ Adult Literacy Rate ≠ School 
Enrolment Rate

• A state can have:

• high school enrolment but adult illiteracy; 

• high youth literacy but lower elderly literacy; 

• high overall literacy but significant gender or regional 
disparities. 







Feature Fact

Formation 9 November 2000

State number at formation 27th State of India

Earlier name Uttaranchal

Winter capital Dehradun

Summer capital Bhararisain

High Court Nainital

Administrative divisions Garhwal and Kumaon

Number of districts 13

Popular name Devbhoomi

International borders China and Nepal

Important rivers
Ganga system: Bhagirathi, Alaknanda and 

tributaries



Awiqli: World’s 
First Once-
Weekly Basal 
Insulin



On 9 July 2026, Novo Nordisk
launched Awiqli (insulin icodec) in 

India. It is the world’s first once-
weekly basal insulin to reach the 
Indian market and reduces basal-

insulin injections from roughly 365 
per year to 52 per year. 

India is the seventh country
where the product has been 
introduced, according to the 

launch reporting

https://www.novonordisk.com/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Point Details

Brand name Awiqli

Generic/active ingredient Insulin icodec

Type Ultra-long-acting basal insulin analogue

Frequency Once every week

Company Novo Nordisk

Country of company Denmark

India launch 9 July 2026

Eligible patients in India
Adults with Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes, as reported 
for the Indian launch

Injections per year
52, compared with about 365 for once-daily basal 
insulin

Device FlexTouch pre-filled pen

India position Seventh launch market

US indication Adults with Type 2 diabetes only









Pack Total insulin Reported price

1 ml pen 700 units ₹2,611

3 ml pen 2,100 units ₹7,833

Illustrative 70-unit weekly dose 70 units About ₹261



Aspect Assessment

HbA1c control
Comparable to or better than daily basal 
insulin in trials

Convenience Major advantage

Treatment adherence Potentially improved

Type 2 diabetes
Stronger regulatory acceptance 
internationally

Type 1 diabetes
Requires greater caution due to 
hypoglycaemia concerns

Main safety concern
Hypoglycaemia, or abnormally low blood 
glucose



Parameter India launch reporting United States

Type 2 diabetes adults Approved/launched Approved

Type 1 diabetes adults
Included in reported Indian 
indication

Not FDA-approved

Major concern
Appropriate dosing and 
hypoglycaemia monitoring

Type 1 hypoglycaemia 
concern influenced 
regulatory pathway

FDA approval date — March 2026



Term Meaning

Diabetes mellitus Chronic metabolic disorder characterised by elevated blood glucose

Type 1 diabetes
Autoimmune destruction of pancreatic beta cells causes severe insulin 
deficiency

Type 2 diabetes Insulin resistance combined with progressive beta-cell dysfunction

Insulin Peptide hormone produced by pancreatic beta cells

Basal insulin Long-acting background insulin

Prandial insulin Rapid/short-acting insulin used around meals

HbA1c
Indicator of average glycaemic exposure over roughly the previous 2–3 
months

Hypoglycaemia Abnormally low blood glucose

Hyperglycaemia Abnormally high blood glucose

Albumin
Most abundant plasma protein; among its roles is transport and 
maintenance of oncotic pressure
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