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BIG DISCOUNT
FESTIVAL

~ 10%0FF

GK-G S+

+CURRENT AFFAIRS
2025-26 GOMEQ

BY BHUNESH SIR | geT 10% |OFF CODE:B10

INCLUDES:

e COMPLETE GK-GS (RECORDED | 200+ HRS)
e COMPLETE CURRENT AFFAIRS (LIVE
e | JAN 2025—-MAR 2026 | 20 HIGH PRIORITY TOPICS)

l FOR: UPSC, STATE PCS, SSC, BANKING, RAILWAY, DEFENCE '
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GK GS Complete Course by Bhunesh Sir

Computer Knowledge Physics Chemistry Biology Geography History Polity Economics Static GK

Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court Class-2

Watch Now

2024-06-21 5t 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com, High Court

Watch Now
2024-06-20) at 10:00 AM
Part-6 Governor & Com Class-2

Watch Now
2024-06-13 at 11:00 AM
Part-6 Governor § COM

Watch Now
2024-06-12 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court Class-2 & Part-6 Governor

Watch Now
2024-06-11 at 11:00 AM
Part-5 Supreme Court

Watch Now
2024-06-08 at 11:00 AM



What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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‘Restrictive’ software tools used for SIR: SC

Court extends deadline for Bengal’s SIR, calls
for clarification on the allegations of violence

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Monday said the

Election Commis-
sion (EC) was using “very
restrictive” software tools,
at least in the special inten-
sive revision (SIR) exercise
in West Bengal, with scant
tolerance for “natural” dif-
ferences and inconsisten-
cies commonly found in In-
dia, including Bengali
households.

“Tools applied by you in
your software appear to be
very restrictive tools. They
are eliminating natural dif-
ferences. Surnames are of
various forms - ‘Roy’,
‘Ray’... There is a common
practice of ‘Kumar’ being a
middle name in Bengali
households. Now, if there
is an omission of ‘Kumar’,
notice is given?” Justice
Joymalya Bagchi asked the
EC’s counsel, senior lawyer
Dama Seshadri Naidu.

Senior lawyer Shyam Di-

van, for Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee, submitted
that of the nearly 1.4 crore
people who came under
the ‘logical discrepancies’
category, 70 lakh were
called to explain minor dis-
parities in their names or
even surnames.

‘Logical discrepancies’
included name mismatch-
es, inconsistencies in the
age gaps of their parents
and grandparents and
even persons with six chil-
dren were called for hear-
ing. He said all these elec-
tors were issued hearing
notices  despite  being
mapped, that is, they could
be traced to the 2002 elec-
toral roll.

The Bench headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Surya Kant asked the poll
body to extend the dea-
dline for the claims-and-
objections phase of the
West Bengal SIR for a week
beyond the current dea-
dline of February 14.

The Bench further di-

70 lakh people called for hearings over minor
disparities in names, says counsel for State

Clearing the air

Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday
extended the claims-and-objections phase of the West Bengal SIR
for a week beyond the current deadline of February 14

Directions from the Supreme Court:

= West Bengal
DGP should file an
affidavit responding

to allegations of
erchestrated violence at
verification centres

Top court clarifies that micro-observers

= EC can temporarily deploy a fresh
batch of personnel

provided by the —_

State government

for the revision

exercise

fA R RA

would only assist the EROs, and will not
take calls on inclusion or exclusion of

voters in the final electoral roll of the State w

rected the State’s Director-
General of Police (DGP) to
file a personal affidavit,
responding to allegations
of orchestrated violence
and burning of documents
at SIR verification centres.
The court asked the EC
to temporarily deploy a
fresh batch of 8,505 per-
sonnel provided by the
State government, on the
basis of an assurance given
to the Bench personally by
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-

nerjee during her personal
appearance before it on
the February 4 hearing, for
SIR work.

The court also clarified
that micro-observers,
whose appointment had
drawn objection from the
State, would only assist the
Electoral Registration Of-
ficers (EROs). It would be
solely up to the EROs to
take a final decision on in-
clusion or exclusion of vo-
ters from the final electoral

roll of the State.

The court said the poll
body could deploy suitable
officers from the fresh
batch for duties as EROs
and Assistant Electoral Re-
gistration Officers (AEROs).
The remaining could be
made to work along with
micro-observers to assist

in the scrutiny of
documents.
The hearing com-

menced with Mr. Divan
submitting that micro-ob-
servers were superseding
EROs and AEROs to decide
the fate of electors on the
voters’ list. Senior advo-
cate A.M. Singhvi, for the
West Bengal government,
said micro-observers were
drawn from Central go-
vernment services and pu-
blic sector undertakings
with no ground knowledge
of West Bengal or its
idiosyncrasies.

“They just ran a compu-
ter programme... There
have been mass exclusions
in the name of logical dis-

crepancies. Here, the com-
puter has become a tyrant,
deciding with the use of
some software, who re-
mains and who has to be
purged,” Mr. Divan
submitted.

‘Policy challenge’

Mr. Naidu, for the EC, re-
marked orally that the peti-
tioners — State of West Ben-
gal, its Chief Minister and
leaders of the ruling Trina-
mool Congress Party -
were making a “mountain
out of a molehill”.

But Justice Bagchi
agreed with Mr. Divan that
even those mapped had
been called for presenta-
tion of documents to verify
citizenship. The judge said
the programme used by
the EC in certain cases has
created a “policy chal-
lenge” without under-
standing the ground reali-
ties, resulting in notices
going out to a “wider net of
people”.

Mr. Naidu said the court

The computer has become the tyrant, ruling
on who is purged, says CM’s lawyer Divan

was only seeing the “tip of
the iceberg”.

He illustrated that the
EC scrutiny of the electoral
roll had instances of 200
people being linked to a
single parent. “Is that pos-
sible?” he asked the Bench.
Mr. Naidu denied sending
notices to persons mapped
to the 2002 rolls. “No ques-
tions were asked, My
Lords,” he stressed.

“But questions were
asked, Sir. Notices were
sent to mapped people,”
Justice Bagchi persisted.

Mr. Naidu changed tack
to submit that then those
names may have been
“mapped incorrectly”. He
insisted that no clarifica-
tion had been sought from
electors whose particulars
“synced perfectly”.

“You definitely have a
right to send a hearing not-
ice to people found with 50
grandchildren. But you are
issuing notice to even per-
sons with five or six chil-
dren,” Justice Bagchi said.



. What the Supreme Court flagged — JutH ®I< 1 =1 3Tufd STdTs

e “Very restrictive" software tools used in West Bengal SIR — ufegq €T SIR & "dgd fdgenaTs”
IR o T 3TN |

» Low tolerance for natural name variations common in India — ¥Rd & ITHRI A1 -H=1d131f &1 ThBR
q P

. Why it matters — IIg &Il Agaayquf &

 Risk of wrongful exclusion/disenfranchisement — Tald d3lds I ATH e /AdTEBR &4 o1 FfEH|

 Over-automation can override human judgment — 3Tfeiep 3ifeA2M A fade WR grdt 8! JdbdT 2|

. Scale of the issue (numbers mentioned) — Hg &1 AHMT (4dTT 7T 3MiH3)

e ~1.4 crore electors under “logical discrepancies” — @M 1.4 BRIS HdeldT "difdsds fadmfaa” Al

e ~70 lakh people called for hearings for minor disparities — Wiﬁﬂ’fq? ~70 I &l pl FAdTS

&d AT T
. Examples of ‘logical discrepancies’ — ‘difdees fadmfaa’ & 3gTg0r

e Surname variations (Roy/Royy/Ray, etc.) — 3UATH &b 3TeT-Ho1T B |

 Omission of common middle name like “Kumar"” — "“GHR" S8 ATHTRT HEF ATH B B¢ STl

« Age-gap inconsistencies between parents/grandparents — ATdT-fUd1/gIGT1-gIg! @t 311Y-3iaR Ageft
fa=ma

» Even voters with 5-6 children being flagged — 5-6 gl dTdl HAGIAT13N bl Wt fafgd fdar 3T



. Court's directions / relief — 31&Ted & fAcer | A&d

» Deadline extended for claims-and-objections (beyond Feb 14 by one week) — grd-3mafa=i @bt
IHIHMT (14 B3t J 3MY) 1 TCE deTs |

» West Bengal DGP to file affidavit on alleged violence at verification centres — IXITgd &gl U f&am
& AR TR E5Tdt Bl EdBATHT ¢ T e

. Administrative support allowed — Y2IHfdd AN bl AqATT

 EC can temporarily deploy 8,505 State-provided personnel — IATd AT 8,505 AT -BE] bt
3R AT BR FHaT &

« Suitable officers can be deployed as EROs/AEROs; others can assist with micro-observers —
31fefpRt EROJAERO & ®Y A dATd; dTdht HIShI-3iTestdd &b JTel HETIdT|

. Role of micro-observers clarified — ATghI-3iTeTdd Bl YT Tae

» They can only assist EROs in scrutiny — @ &d 3i/d B ERO @ AERIAT B3|

« They cannot decide inclusion/exclusion of voters — HAGIdT @l 1841/geTHT 34T AfebR 78|

. Key concern raised in court — 3igTaid & 381 Ui fadr

« “Computer has become the tyrant” argument (over-reliance on software) — "R dMFRME g4
TRIT" (TTedR R 3rfes ffan) |

« Software without ground reality understanding creates a “policy challenge” — 3THIHt ghldd THS
faaT AfredeR Hifd-zata Iuw g1 a1 8|



A) Polity / Constitution & Election Law — Jfde = /gATdl BTA

1. Constitutional basis — Jaenfdw 3Mem
e Article 324: EC's superintendence, direction, control of elections — 3¢ 324: JATd HATI/

IEREMIEAREICEIN
2. Electoral rolls framework — HdgIdT it <1 Sid
» Representation of the People Act, 1950: preparation & revision of rolls — 379 Ufdfafera srfeifFm,

1950: Jt fAAToT/g=I8M0T|
« ERO is statutory authority: final decision rests with ERO — ERO denfdes wiferesrt: 3ifad faufa ERO

Bal

B) Governance & Technology — 24 3iR d&-ld

1. Due process — UfthaTcd =T
» Algorithmic filtering must allow appeal/hearing — TeMRGH 3MeMRd Bedl H JAdTs/30td ST |

2. Human-in-the-loop — AA-fAad=F0T
e High-impact public decisions require human verification — &3 Jrdaifdes fAoTY & AT IATI4

ATdRID |
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RBI tells banks not

to insist on collateral
for loans to MSMEs

Regulator advises banks to extend collateral-free loans up to 320 lakh

to all units financed under PM Employment Generation Programme

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

he Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) on Mon-

day asked banks
not to insist on collateral
security for loans up to 220
lakh extended to units in
the micro, small enterpris-
es (MSE) sector.

“Banks are also advised
to extend collateral-free
loans up to ¥20 lakh to all
units financed under the
Prime Minister Employ-
ment Generation Pro-
gramme (PMEGP) adminis-
tered by KVIC,” the central
bank said in its Lending to
Micro, Small & Medium En-
terprises (MSME) Sector
(Amendment) Directions,
2026.

“Banks may, on the ba-
sis of good track record
and financial position of
the MSE units, increase the
limit to dispense with the
collateral requirement for

Fund push: The move is aimed at facilitating improved access to
formal credit and to support entrepreneurial activity. PERIASAMY M

loans up to 25 lakh as per
their internal policy,” the
banking regulator said and
added that banks may avail
the benefit of credit gua-
rantee scheme cover,
where applicable.
“However, accepting
gold and silver as collateral
pledged voluntarily by bor-
rowers for loans sanc-
tioned by the banks up to
the collateral free limit,
will not be construed as a
violation of the above man-
date,” the Reserve Bank

said in the circular.

“With a view to facilitat-
ing improved access to for-
mal credit, support entre-
preneurial activity and
strengthen last mile credit
delivery for MSEs with li-
mited collateral, it has
been decided to enhance
the limit of collateral free
loans to MSEs from 10
lakh to ¥20 lakh,” RBI Go-
vernor Sanjay Malhotra
said in a statement on de-
velopment and regulatory
policies on Friday.



. Core decision — =& fAufg

RBI asked banks not to insist on collateral security for loans up to 220 lakh to micro/small
enterprises (MSEs) — RBI A d&1 & g1 fdh JgH/[cTe] 3eHI BT 20 &RF ddb & 0T WR STHAA (collateral)
b fFga®R |

Banks should extend collateral-free loans up to 220 lakh to all units financed under PMEGP —
PMEGP & dgd fadquifSa It sh1sal &) 320 &R dob a1 STHEd 0T 81 6l 18|

. Legal [ regulatory basis — fAaH®GRT 3meR

Issued under Lending to MSME Sector (Amendment) Directions, 2026 — Lending to MSME Sector
(Amendment) Directions, 2026 & dgd fAcer iRt

Objective: strengthen formal credit access and last-mile credit delivery — 3g23: itu=nfis "m‘UTtlgi[
3R sifdw B8R d& Hfsc Hagd BT

. Enhancement of limit — JHT A g3t

RBI decided to enhance collateral-free limit for MSMEs from 210 lakh to 220 lakh — RBI 4 MSME &
G &A1 STHEE T 10 @RI & 20 AR B4 BT fA0fT garm

Banks may further raise the collateral-free limit up to 225 lakh based on track record & financial
position as per internal policy — 31 ¢ Rab1s/fadtar Rafd iR d sriaRa® wifa 3aR 325 &Rd ddb T
6T Tha 2l



. Credit guarantee support — g TRel BT AERT

Banks may use credit guarantee scheme cover where applicable — ST&1 @] &, 4 bfac TReY WhIH &I
oM @ Jdhd &

This reduces bank risk while keeping borrowing collateral-free — 233 d &1 SHH Tedr & 3R
3eRbar &b foTQ o1 “f&AT STHHEA" 1 &aT &1

. Gold/Silver clarification — IJT/didl UR T TBOT

If borrowers voluntarily pledge gold/silver for loans within the collateral-free limit, it won't be treated
as violation — Ifd 3eRGAT W1 T AFIfaic! fiRdl I, a1 3 fAden &1 3ewe A&l |11 S|

. Policy intent — Fifd &1382a

Improve entrepreneurial activity and support MSME growth — 3&IfddT &) g&rar 37k MSME fasr|
Help MSMEs with limited collateral access credit — f5d U STHTAA BH &, 3= F0T 3T BT




B) Economy — 37ef@razer

e MSMEs are major contributors to jobs, local manufacturing, and supply chains — MSME 3317,
RTRT 3dTeH 3R TATS-39 & 93 MR &

e Collateral-free lending can boost credit flow but needs strong risk management (guarantee cover,

appraisal, monitoring) — f@AT-5THTd 0T & %fec Tl dadl 8, TR SEH TG /31 (MRS, Hodidh,
AR |

« Better credit access can improve formalisation and reduce reliance on informal lenders — 3iu=nfies

0T A BIHATZARM F3dT 8 3R ATgHRI fHiRar aed 81
C) Geography / Regional development — {iTiel/&= 1 fawra

e MSMEs are spread across urban clusters + rural/semi-urban belts; schemes like PMEGP target

grassroots entrepreneurship — MSME 23t arei¥eR 37R urHtor/3ref-21g3t &= A that € PMEGP STH1AT

Jafidar R Hfgd 2|
KVIC-linked programs typically strengthen village & small-industry ecosystems — KVIC & 3[8 BRIGH

TTHIENT[Te] 3TN o Bl Hslgd &d & |




D) History / Policy evolution — sfagra/Hifda fawra

e MSME policy ecosystem is anchored in MSMED Act, 2006 — MSME =ifdTTa &i=r MSMED 3ifeifara
2006 TR 3TeMRd 2|

e Collateral-free + guarantee-backed lending has been a recurring policy tool to widen MSME credit —
MSME f3e 93/ & faa1 ST + TREl ATse aR-aR 37T 7T 2|



ISRO selects a South Polar landing site for the
Chandrayaan-4 lander.



gge] / Aspect
e & Mh

dRIE/Eest
fAersT 1 35aT
AT IT &

Tl TATT
foheT TTSCT @1

English (Key Points + Added Facts)
ISRO selects a South Polar landing site for the Chandrayaan-4 lander.

Reported as a current-affairs update dated 9 Feb 2026; mission
launch target mentioned as around 2028.

Chandrayaan-4 is planned as India’s first lunar sample-return mission
(sample collection + safe return to Earth).

Moon’s South Polar Region is the focus—high scientific interest due
to terrain and proximity to permanently shadowed regions.

Landing site identified in the Mons Mouton region near the Moon’s
south pole; MM-4 selected as most suitable.

Four candidate sites assessed within Mons Mouton: MM-1, MM-3,
MM-4, MM-5 (as stated).

Selection used high-resolution multi-view imagery from Orbiter High
Resolution Camera for hazard & slope assessment.

Around 1-km area near MM-4 showed the lowest hazard percentage
among shortlisted sites.

Terrain hazards (concept): slopes, boulders, craters, and lighting
conditions drive landing-site safety; hence “hazard maps/grids” are
crucial.

e (Feg g + faRed qza)
ISRO & TedleT-4 oY & faw afgior ydry «ffSar arse =

g 3{93c 9 WHSEE 2026 &7 §; [AAT ol &I WUHU 2028
IdTIT AT E

UclA-4 1 FEle ST EURH iF SEHFI-3KEGe (Sample Return)
SEES T AT § aﬂmam+trza°rwmfﬁ?ra‘ram)
Plhd FHER ST ] BB og5— -3 3R filg Caem
(permanently shadowed) arer & & qrT gl O da1fae Agca
31feh|

Z‘(fﬁ'UT gq % UTH Mons Mouton 89 H #1sc Afced; Mm-4 1
gad 5L|qcr<-| AT 37T

Mons Mouton és Hax IR ™Al &1 HThelad: MM-1, MM-3,
MM-4, MM-5 (SHET 3coi@ g)l

TAT H Orbiter High Resolution Camera I gré TEIT_JQTH Hodl-
g SHSRI ¥ WF 3R T (slope) T 3MTeholel R I

M4 3 T 158%F w3 # cfoee Al # gIgsH
WU SHET ¢ I AT

FAG CEB(SOF oTol, alesy, shed, 3 garer Reafaar off$ar

AN AA

Q:IT&:IT T Rl &; SHTIT hazard maps/grids 376 g1




arel 3 Fars

Mean slope about 5°; average elevation about 5,334 m, supportive
of controlled soft landing.

T @l oEreTer 5°; 3rad SIS oEeTer 5,334 e,
afa g8t sper & T 3rTse|

”

“Hazard-free grids

MM-4 offers the highest number of hazard-free grids sized 24 m x
24 m, aiding landing accuracy & safety.

MM-4 9T 24 m x 24 mda hazard-free gri@s@f &I ge§d
Jiftp—difSer i gses o 3N @Ee A FHcg|

AI-AST AT FEDT S T, Wrao sl TOgll, @ T

firerey 3fRea Multi-module mission: Propulsion Module, Descender Module,
Ascender Module, Transfer Module, Re-entry Module. TR, FHE (Y OEH, Se-Sue o |
. Descender + Ascender form a combined stack that will soft-land at | 33T + 38T fAaa H?«Icl'd Teh To1d & of TUTRT A1Se]
CIELRUGIG] the designated site; precise navigation, guidance & control o aﬁ-w AT, m‘ -Uq¥eK: - giﬁﬂ' $r 3Td FhdT

emphasized.

W SR

CloHellodd/Hecd

Early landing-site identification helps refine descent trajectories &
mission design; expected to boost India’s planetary-exploration
standing and add south-polar science data.

AfSa-arge &1 B3I =TT EFE s e 3R BSors
9ER T &, Waﬁrag-mwmaafﬂwm
deflieieh SaT # Fefer & 37|

WM % (Exam Add-ons)

Why South Pole matters: permanently shadowed craters may
preserve water-ice/volatiles; long-term exploration value.

e BH YEHEOGES. TR 1T dTd agel A T -
nna/aaommatfa?rrgm% AT F AT F
faT 39t

JfARFT dzT

Sample-return complexity: needs sample collection, ascent from
Moon, transfer/rendezvous operations, and a re-entry capsule that
survives Earth return.

FET-METSE eI 71T IIg, dg Tdg 4 &S/ T,
mﬁw/@aﬁaﬂ?wﬁwmﬁmaﬁa@mﬁ
|




Seven Chakras of the

India—Al Impact Summit
2026



* India is hosting the India—Al Impact Summit 2026 — the first global Al summit in the Global
South, with participation from 100+ countries, structured around Seven Chakras and guided
by Three Sutras: People, Planet, Progress.



2

b The Seven Chakras of the India-
" Al Impact Summit 2026

1

Humaon
Capital

Democrotizing Resilience,
Al innovation
Rosources and Efficiency




Seven Chakras & Their Importance:

Chakra

Human Capital

Inclusion for Social Empowerment

Safe and Trusted Al

Science

Resilience, Innovation & Efficiency

Democratising Al Resources

Al for Economic Development &
Social Good

Why it matters?

Prevents large-scale job displacement shocks, enables smooth workforce transition,and positions India as a global Al talent hub
supporting equitable and inclusive growth.

Ensures Al benefits reach women, farmers, informal workers, persons with disabilities,and linguistic minorities,embedding
social justice and equity into Al systems.

Builds public trust through transparency,accountability and bias mitigation, ensuring innovation progresses without
undermining democratic values or rights.

Accelerates breakthroughs in health, climate, energy,and agriculture, while narrowing the Global North-South research divide
through collaborative and open science.

Aligns Al expansion with environmental sustainability, promotes energy-efficient compute, and reduces the carbon footprint of
large-scale Al infrastructure.

Addresses the global digital divide by expanding access to data, compute,and models, enabling startups,academia,and
developing countries to innovate beyond Big Tech dominance.

Converts Al capability into measurable development outcomes in agriculture, healthcare, education, justice delivery, productivity,
and inclusive economic growth.



~ AIIMS 6th in world
~ hospital rankings

&) Johns Hopkins Medicine,

~TOP~

United States

€3 Oxford University Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust, United Kingdom
) Stanford University Medical
Centre, United States

) Mass General Brigham,
United States

£ Mayo Clinic Health System,
United States

) All India Institute of Medical
Sciences Delhi, India

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: All India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) has been ranked
6th globally in the 2026
Brand Finance Global Top
250 Hospitals report,
positioning the country’s
premier public hospital
among the most trusted
and high-performing he-
altheare institutions in the
world.

AIIMS figures just be-
hind Johns Hopkins Medici-
ne, Oxford University Hospi-
tals NHS Foundation Trust,
Stanford University Medi-
cal Center, Mass General
Brigham and the Mayo Cli-
nic Health System - all ba-
sed inthe USorthe UK.

Its position alongside
these global leaders high-
lights India’s rising influen-
ce in clinical care, medical
education and research-dri-
ven public health,

According to the report,
AIIMS scored 79.4 in rese-
arch, reflecting the depth
and consistency of its sci-
entific output, and 76.1 in
care delivery, demonstra-
ting its ability to handle
complexclinicalservicesat

exceptionally high patient
volumes. Its overall brand
strength score of 79.9 pla-
ces it among the strongest
hospital brands worldwide,

Brand Finance noted
that AIIMS enjoys near-uni-
versal recognition among
healthcare  professionals
globally, particularly for its
ability to combine massive
patient load with clinical
precision. Its capacity to de-
liver quality care at scale
continues to distinguish it,
especially within low- and
middle-income country set-
tings.

The report also pointed
to a deeper shift within Al-
IMS, where research is now
central to institutional ex-
cellence.

From translational sci-
ence to large clinical studies
aligned with national health
needs, its expanding rese-
arch footprint is increasing-
ly shaping health policy and
clinical practice.

AIIMS director Prof M
Srinivas said the recogni-
tion reflects the institute's
commitment to patient-
centred care rooted in digni-
ty, affordability and scienti-
ficrigour.



India OKs S175m package for
Seychelles, inks 7 agreements

Will Reinforce
Efforts To Ensure
Peace And Stability
In Indian Ocean: PM

Times NEws NETwWORK

New Delhi: India announced a spe-
cial economic package worth $§175 mil-
lion for Seychelles as PM Narendra
Modihosted President Patrick Hermi-
nieforabilateral meeting, reiterating
India’s continued support and assist-
ancetothe Indian Oceanneighbourin
meeting its maritime security and de-
fence needs.

Modi said that the package in the
form of a $125 million line of credit
and another $50 million as grant will
support concrete projects in areas
such as social housing, E-mobility, vo-
cational training, health, defence and
maritime security, creating new em-
ployment and skill opportunities for
the people of Seychelles, especially
the youth.

The two nations signed seven pacts,
including one for ocean observation,
ocean services, capacity building, data
sharing and the conduct of maritime
scientific research, while also an-
nouncing establishment of a hydro-
graphic unit in Seychelles with Indian
assistance.

Modi described defence coopera-
tion and maritime security as impor-
tant pillars of the bilateral relation-

Plyal Bhattacharjoe

PM Modi hosted Seychelles President Patrick
Herminie in New Delhi on Monday

shipand welcomed Seychellesasafull
member of the Colombo Security Con-
clave. “This will strengthen our mu-
tual coordination and reinforce ef-
forts to ensure peace and stability in
the Indian Ocean. Together, we will
shape not just bilateral cooperation,
but a shared future for the Indian
Ocean,” he said.

The PM said India and Seychelles

1T PN & 200" 290" AES% 2% A 1Urss o 8

are connected not just by geography,
but by history, trust and a shared vi- :

sion for the future. “Alongside ex- :
panding trade in local currencies, we :
will also advance our collaborationin :

fintech and digital solutions,” said :
Modi, who was invited to Seychelles :
by the president for its national day :
celebrations. :

According toa joint statement, both
leaders acknowledged that a strong :
Seychelles-India partnership in the :

maritime security and defence domain :

reinforces regional stability and secu- :
rity and advances the well-being and :
prosperity of the people of Seychelles :
and India. :

The leaders further reaffirmed that :

Seychelles and India remain commit- :

ted to ensuring a free, open, safe and se- :

cure Indian Ocean Region (IOR), under- :

pinned by respect for internationallaw, :

freedom of navigation and a rules- :

based maritime order, said the joint :
statement. ;

“They reiterated their resolve to :
work closely to counteract maritime :
challenges such as piracy, smugglingof °
narcotics and human trafficking, ille- :
gal, unregulated and unreported fish- :
ing, and other transnational crimes, in- :
cluding those with linkages to orga- :

nised crime and terrorism financing, :

and toreinforce peace, securityandsta- :

bility in the IOR through enhanced :

maritime domain awareness, informa- :
tion sharing, capacity building and co- :
ordinated operational management,” :
said the statement. The leaders ac- :

knowledged the nations’ ties are peo- :

ple-centric and reinforce security and :
stability in the Western IOR. :
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Capital
and largest city

Official languages

Minority language
Ethnic groups

Religion (2022)/71%)

Demonyms

Government

* President
* Vice-President

+ Speaker of the
National
Assembly

Legislature

Victoria
W 4°37'S 556°27'E

Seychellois Creole
(national language)
English
French

Tamil

97% Seychellois
Creolest@!
3% others'®!

74.9% Christianity
5.4% Hinduism
2.4% lslam

5.1% others

12.2% unanswered

Seychellois
Seychelloise
Seselwa (Creole)

Unitary presidential
republic

Patrick Herminie
Sebastien Pillay
Azarel Emesta

National Assembly

Independence from the United Kingdom

* Independence
declared

Area
« Total

« Water (%)

Population
* 2024 estimate
* Density

29 June 1976

457 km? (176 sq mi)
(181st)

Negligible

121,355[% (200th)

262.3/km?
(679.4/sq mi) (67th)

Population

- 2024 estimate 121,355[%] (200th)

- Density 262.3/km?
(679.4/sq mi) (67th)

GDP (PPP) 2023 estimate

- Total A $4.175 billion®!
(177th)

« Per capita A $41,828(°] (49th)

GDP (nominal)
* Total

* Per capita

2023 estimate

A $2.085 billion!®!
(186th)

A $20,8891°! (50th)

Gini (2019)

32.116]
medium inequality

HDI (2023) A 0.848l7]
very high (54th)
Currency Seychellois rupee

(SCR)




India approved a $175 million economic support package for Seychelles —HRd 4 39Icd & faiw $175
fAferad @1 snfelds TERIAT ddhat HaR fdsaTl  he Times of india

The package aims to reinforce peace & stability efforts in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) — Jg d&31
fég HErRITR &3 7 2Iifd g &A1 & Il & Hatgdl & &b foiq IdRITTRITI e Times of india +

. Who met whom — f&3ch! HlThTd g5

PM Narendra Modi hosted Seychelles President Patrick Herminie in New Delhi — UemaH3T 93¢ At 4
38 faol # 2T &b Irsgufd Afgep gffdl B ASTETAt Bt The Times of india

. Package breakup (what is inside $175m) — $175m 431 &1 dearT

$125 million Line of Credit (LoC) + $50 million grant — $125 fAfeaa @184 3iT6 Pbfee + $50 fafda
G| The Times of india

Support will be for projects like social housing, e-mobility, vocational training, health, defence &
maritime security, creating jobs/skills (especially for youth) — JgrRIdT Tere g3faT, S-Aifafeict, Biere/
dBRAAA ST, TR, 8T T THGT JR&M 517 &3 B uRNST131 8q (faghva: garst & foe AR /awierd
dAR) | The Times of India




JIMYIN) | e LHNE> Ul Hidid

. 7 agreements/pacts signed (broad areas) — 7 IHsild (4=T &)
The two sides signed seven pacts — a1 221 A 7 Agital U2 gXd18R fhT1  the Times of India

These include cooperation for ocean observation, ocean services, capacity building, data sharing,
and maritime scientific research — 378 3ft2[[ 3ifesrd2[, 32 AfdAsT, &mar fAaior, Se1 =R 3ik

WW Qﬁ‘c‘.l ﬁ-@’ ?3—7[ Qﬂ-ﬁ(_ff gl The Times of India
India will help set up a hydrographic unit in Seychelles — HRd 32 H gIggIUIb b Jfc W1MUd B A

Helddl Cb.élll |  The Times of India
. Security & defence focus — J&IT d &1 BIbA

Maritime security and defence cooperation described as key pillars — Igt JR&T 37R & T&ANT B
.@q&ﬁﬂ H@Eﬁ a’3 QHE w FRIZIRIE I The Times of India

Both committed to a free, open, safe and secure IOR, based on international law, freedom of
navigation and a rules-based maritime order — gl A Td=, F, JRfera 31k Tferd IOR & wfd
Ufddgar STars, S ARSI B, AfaneM o Td=ar 3k fAam-3nenRa argt @razen wR snena 2|

The Times of India



Joint resolve to counter piracy, narcotics smuggling, human trafficking, IUU fishing, and other
transnational crimes (including organised crime/terror financing linkages) — '«Hﬁ'g"‘l gib?ﬂ, Foite uereif
@I a%BA, HFd a&b3, UV fsfnT @ 3=y JH1-urR sraRel (F7fad srorrer/3irdes faadiyor 3 38) & fasg
fATPHR BTH BA I IR The Times of India

Emphasis on Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), information sharing, capacity building,
coordinated operational management — IHg! SIAF SAT™ddl (MDA), JGAT AT AT, &HdT fAATT,
af<ad 3ATURAAE TS UT SR he Times of India

. Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) angle — ®iaid! fAaRifict di~ama (CSC) Uge]

India welcomed Seychelles becoming a full member of the Colombo Security Conclave — WRd 4
QAT & CSC BT Ut TSR g4 BT TN fBATI  press information...

CSC began as a maritime security grouping; members include India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, and later
Mauritius joined — CSC T& THG! JR&1 THE & U H 2[F g3HT; WRd, sitcidbl, ATeald 39db Aol Je3d 3@ 3R
a1¢ A ATARRT oMfFeT §3MTI oristi 43

. Economy & tech cooperation — 37ef&IazeT d e AT

Leaders also spoke of expanding cooperation in trade in local currencies, fintech and digital
solutions — @idhdl BT AR, fEeaw 37k fEfoied Ay~ 7 Tgd deM &t a1d Ml BEl TS|

Tha Timae nf India



Word of the day

Ossify:
become bony; make rigid and set into a

conventional pattern; cause to become hard
and bony

Synonymes: petrify, rigidify

Usage: The new teacher did not subscribe to
old ossified teaching methods.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ossifypro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: ['ps.1.far/

Word of the day

Adulation:

servile flattery; exaggerated and hypocritical
praise

Usage: His skills have brought him adulation
and riches.

Pronunciation:
newsth.live/adulationnpro

International Phonetic
Alpha bet: /xdsvleton/, /djulerfon/
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What you'll get
« Coverage of all major national and international events from January 2025 to March 2026

» 20 high-priority topics explained in depth so you can handle both factual and analytical questions
Topics to be Covered:
1. Government Schemes (Flagship + New Launches)
2. Budget & Taxation
3. Economic Indicators
4. Reports & Indices (India’s Rank)
5. International Affairs (India + Major Summits)
6. Science & Tech
7. Environment & Ecology
8. Polity & Constitution Updates
9. Awards & Honours
10. Sports
11. Banking & Financial Market
12. Defence
13. Appointments & Resignations
14. Books & Authors
15. Important Days & Themes
16. Government Committees
17. States in News
18. India Rankings & Lists
19. Sports + Govt Sports Schemes
20. Miscellaneous Must-Do

« All video lectures will be delivered in bilingual format (Hindi + English) to ensure clarity and comfort for
every learner.
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