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“Exams reward those who
respect time, not those who fear
it.”



FRIDAY Vil 4« N, W
ADER b, o
AN ATIOVAL
[EET
20 Py
rerrr— T—1 T (- 1

AN VR R
NIA ke
Killing of 2 childy

HEWE % FAGE 4

ly to probe

Govt

. I'T' sector

look into
Anthropic
new L

POLITIAL SLUNK
Not enough fish on
Bengal's plate: Modi
CETRr e

-y

Have elections
in India become
plutocratic?

The role of money in
polls under scruting

I

WA -
Former
Gopinath passes away
SEORT . RAan

r 'Test ericketer

Families of CAX
poersonnel protest
approval of Bill

W
0 i Aoy whan tha famvling of
Cannteal Armaid (ke §vre
(CAPE) parsanmel e
L -
ol b CAPY (Smrernt

Ak ivromiristiun) W1, 3606, Iy
Pl AT on AN 3,

Follow practices
of temple or -my
out: SC

Huge turnout in Assam, Puducherry and Kerala

Incumbents in all the States express confidence

that ine

WEW OB

hew

poll

wis
ATt

P
[T A..u-uu»ly
on 1

T
g, Ao
ARvin,

v

"
Y POLL wien. ateo ol
wis b

Awats will
My 4. The |-vp-.|\- n»hl in
k' Hugal nd
Davinapere

Vot Benout
Al 1AV
Nyl
LT ihe w ol
want Wi Ballod,  wiile
HELOA% OF 6 lox 1078 Vot 11y
Tripara’s  Dharmansgee
CoTMiTUmnCy

of G867%
vwly, I

Comntibont shiles
Dwucribing the election e
firr Kowaka's

Chl Misbeior
Jayan axprosaed oo
donice uf iy by b bat:

i

"
b uummum i ity «-4 india
M

Chiaf
T Dluwn  Anrom,
awaking & A Atraihi
v for the BIEJed KDA,
Tnabload Kb Bk b

"Mini

sased voter turnout indicates o victory

Blecton lx key o Kerala's future and the CPI(M)
will yecure o bigger

Making It count

LUy

nandate, says

ahwr
s

ol b .
kN

he Kerala CM

o
I

-
e
Ariwrona jor el

while

vy, Wi
lmuu.. Pl .-.u...ml
el » IIN

Mind

onitn,

.
the
he

VT,V Vi

Vi

@ serang Moo |
o bl Bas vnln,

the Korala Chief

Avpurtad that the Sewte's e

[ i Cigrinab

1
HON VAL Sathessan, on (e
rottarwted tha

orhwr his
the  cony

Siess T 1616 ek, Wikl
P Srate prowident Majvss
b et/ vig iV g 4

e Rl
Alllance (NDA)
ool winaskig a m-n ity

m—m.u "
(N

n Auun\‘ the bulk ¢

e CHae Vot
Iuwr- l“lul o fato of Y22
cundidaton, |vull|l|lnll 5
o Ofielale sabel vk
largoly )
ool

1 Above
e Oue

people have voted with
Jo i wu v ey

o

Tanket div ......,.u- ..4 e
Sewte for Wi o
oo bk it o Nt

Axmam CM hally the'hiktorie” tarnout, with many
booths crosing 95%, ui a vote to protect identity

LR
ty of the
el 4
Shnuie e sweuriey of the
onduct a

A8

Sver

- b Kl g wss e
1N sk polling

of aver
Wt appol o 1.
Eariikdatan ARG oKing be
N peace ity e W 6 5084

sl st ansminty,
Muny naw voter fdenadly
Iy

MBI kA
lawr photos
fatorks cabs BV Liad
1ot papeds, mobike gt
fucilithen, newly donlgned
VOTOE MUTTRAtON Alife for

i
e

wy contfih|
1,260 wou

[

MELAT R
" A "

W
The Supresne Coa
prwrsany wh W
[
o

o
ER0ple My hinse el owe
setaln, UL the Al
chrarvences of n benple hove

Cong. shams gove.
on withdrawal of
bid 1o host COP33

AW

S0 P0I WIAE 01 T
WL the Covy
canwniment v

whemiabe gals W ¢

Slgn interpreters
hedp police solve
LU cld

er,

"

streativl fund dnsiived poetiy 48
Ralstity, with
SAHTINED from g
e AGK 3

Retived official
arrested over
Jal Jeevin scan
Iarun

& o)
Rnjaritan s Ant:
o )

arrestud rnires

Admirissioaive arvie (1AK)

irndh Agurovel (A

ity W atlogl

AU o
[

AN TI0N

et
MIsn LAIML & PAGE &

oM o
-

Connentiog rvimetn b

A e il €

ol DM Ty O

Cong. opts out
of byelection
in Baramati

after ‘appeals’
MAMRAY
Mahunrastvtrn Gongress pre

nhhl

Faratvwant b %)
i

o o ¥
will ot contm the up.
o Bararmall Asaer

\akastiiia n-.-my
Uit Ministor and Nation
witt Corgrasn i

rn Pawar, How the Dy ll‘\‘
Chtef Mirkiver, 10 3wt 10 o1
ot the vl Ma
Byl can

PULL W
" rANE .

West Asia war cuts India’s growth outlook to 6.6%

Thhe Lluio Mg

HEW D

The Workd Bank has re
vised  downwar Ine

rowrh autlook for 202027
A% (v 7.3%, citing
1l ™

thorn, an weell
il aceivity
The b

ate  roport by
B Bank sald dhat

the abwence of the con

vm 1" Tndliwy GDP growth
ont it S

Pecto AL ||

"\ 1o
el w1y I HOUN 6
WL O] OO
e Tourth quieier of
LRAE your and b “beomd

e

F

rowih i now )
% YT, .unnm-q
heachwinds from the Mid

e Bant onflin g anssin

14 At mbarnidiodd Bl gty
m Wbkl onwigy (ol wnd
) ity G e 000,
0 eaport xmd.
ke Davelopmint
Update report la & campa:
th oy

Ursilre 2036 The
L L A s
arowh in Sauth Asie 0
Show by L iy

e

"
Dot for i 1
cue noted e thers ire
Thinge thit can be done o
hooat @rowih. “loosr

(B

o

"
el
"

ANOE VOUNG [oafile 10 o
L T
o k.

et ol e
1hhe report mikd thas indu

e tapor
M

wane
w

s M
Thal ke Tiaka'
outhook, num-nn
wrowthy cumalel o

T lew
that
Irther

trial avtiviny

8% In v Previos
yorawr, 10 aaled it (e

Bilos, ansd other T
et — will prop up indus

ekl proweh
Hawovor, Igher put
e et Al

() wily,” e 1w
P Al "I Y
e 0l\'1 b vt
by
-luwunvan mu Higha

W the contbicr In W;'nl Asla
- " I

o
o Joavon Ehe kvl oal
balance. Inflaton. and f;
abile,
arup-
Gl
economive could  mlgnin

antly lower oo

T ik bty st

fond wnd wee
n s

W kil o & Do bt Uy
Thwtruit, L, wey Thursdiny. A

Iran truce teeters
over Lebanon and
Strait of Hormuz

Amsuctatid 11ca
DAL AREAM ANAS

Tha bt ive deakehire |
U Lans winr wlagains st
Thursctay under m- Wil
af Ml liianes I-uu
AT
Tehrun's continusd choke
hold on the Sl of Hor
and unces :ﬂll y over

Ll R
(tera v
G ws
Wik ADRGUICOt Oh Wi
wl it

¢ m v clanclibent’

nl "l'v' the
mvh-wmv Ny Febrsary 20
"».ll" Mlnu

"
ple and u Wk L Jokst
he

1AS0 we

e

Pewasonr
xplicit
I

M. ulmul-nlmul o4
on X, uid m
St
oty and ~luuM.

the L
octared Vit

o wikie of 1o Cakan

BOUNCHINT — Ap

e
Peancd 1ty (0 prossure

wiach other v
aven we both
w

Thursdiy
countries

i
wonslcl b DY wvn har
v than hefoee If 1t diid von
N Ehe s

m.u X i Iy
-~y Wivan witlh tive
0 Mot valaini,
yhia lewle the

gy OF
o, e
Thuiwday to pevswpe

Brun's Pressbon
Povsshibdan sl

- "
e ssiire Krblﬂ-bl - Al
Wo e w alies, form an in
R B P

e

Auring
fiar thel Fater Bupiewime | sl
wr Aywtutlaly ANl Kl

s
‘Inml.
refurning o




Fricay, April 10, 2oun
[T

DR TTEN

Turnout drops in bypolls at
Davangere South, Bagalkot

A i U Lyt ontbonns b Ehivngmes Mot
Wl Mg Ekon Adsomtaly o hlllu-lu m
mtly, (i
Iy Mul.una.v ﬂl Aok
n waver, both cons
recarded Iuwnr mnuu PuILe e

"

Kaehataba wank
ol gl &

tho 20D Awww
o e
AT (G0, AN, 10 SO0 ar

wluctiorn

eunemaben] (AN (9N by S0

IV

pedanirid

Seven held In ticket scam at

Dwaraka Tiruma

Tl b {1y K3
W] WY ORI,

SWAY temgle e Ewinda

dwevotevs, The fraud

Pare

"
‘ramala, on
ACCUARD W (L A
g fike darahan tickens, weor
Hight when 1
woranen il e
danit ol ol

temple

h €200 10
Lo

S0

Mu-lvr I Bornsbo ot g diyien -Mnl i
iy

y NS T
tnxv wive mvnuhunu op

Eire breaks outat chemical
solvent unit in Hyderabad

OnTINg A
Tour fire widers
dly aned

fron
a .mmumva wer pressed into wivice to bein

[

P ATy T b d i

ity iyl

Kerala records turnout of
78.27% in high stakes polls

Yot turnout stooed ut KO,

voters the Bitgghest sl

ALt
THIMUVANANTIIAY
wrala  recontel
THATW i, a6
O AT, b the

Beon a shore but iny

AN

i
T

Ol (KLY, A AR v
78 0% of 1
An HE.OAN
AODURE Voters In Kerals
cant thoks vnuu

A Kt

o
now wan ol May 4 for the
0Bt vastars bs e womniintest

nnd llu‘ rostibs dechared in
e

uw o

Domocratic
Frane, Commgrons-ed United
EoCratic 1iront. i the

Bharatiys funote Party led
Nathenal
e ki

At dbin e

the 1967 Assembl
(RN,

[t e
A expeciations
vyl wek &
LARROY OF 3.
[
o bised the high

pUrCOI e
vml Iy alik

nm lnu-« luuh e

Fai 1o o
i tha ronining 13
iateia Ak Alagppiaaia

17 A

[

frarschine b Thing

11.90%, toenakulain  clucing stances of tochin
Koied |m|u 7, cat giiwn reported in

u-.uumd electronic  vorlng  ma
Fhrer | Katlom chiney, the exrciv was

Kottayam M.77%, M'.l.m Larguly peaceti) wctom the
e

AL it g

MR TLOAM, TI A
7 s Heiwe, Kl

TAN, At Way,
o

i Ware RS cundi
Aatos Lk e Friy on this As
by ecTion
N began ue 7
PRI
,.n—.m oo, By

" cawe of lon
prowalling
"

T G o
[T

e I ooty
tage. crataen the. halway
ik, ooy Gl Al alnl ouiakde e sla

HROAL TOLAL B0 Carermim
4 AL

. ",
$ing &' o nsidania,

Alles i

B "‘3 wornen, 7500 wmongg e, and S7O4N mnoog saosencder
v elections polling booths were mondtored with AL cimeras

Confident
of a bigger
win for LDF,
says Pinarayi
e LR LG

1
RANNUN

he M)
crutie fron
o D
e

Altwr o Tl vste i

Loft Do
QD) would
ietate thin

"

MBI AETOR WHETOE That
i continue
uttarrupaed.

srtedd that prople
el tirvolagimans wwl
Dllaved thak oty the 1io¥
Gl e A
WIhHIL 0TI .

AUGENHU AL Vs Tanip-
Alatieons i

Whe Chat Minkvwe mi
Kevata's Loador of
Oppatiion v, Aathwsien

At (v
yiont

WKy mmm UMW 10 POW.
wr i ate Wil over

vuntbvr Win viste
bk Nt T

K
Pty Smadkied 1) Ciirerad o Thvorsalin

D.K. Shivakumar hlts
out at Vijay's remarks,
releases manifesto

i
VIKNNAY

1 A Kt
unn a lnpunycm-r Minke-
on

Ty AICE Nnhuv.v

o Wehpeuiiied
Rakais Mowmbisr and manit

munuv Cammm dawn b

Aum.. " com

e It (i
Inklullo)\ M M Vilay's

chalm at s public mesting
I Tirunelvall on Wadnos
y that @ wevion of the

x nul-u ey el S
“pirchased” by she BNk,
Witk te .

1

o
SPOAKING ) PO in
Bl

o e A
e e it
Das "t o Mandile
Comross with Wm, ‘Tt
Wil The dlan Nk

al
Longess 6 ot wieh him.
sl

y'n manifuno wt
oty Bl

Congr T
Tl WAL sy wak i

vt
ar b chidambaram
WMong the oter v
I Tumiders prvsern

Vb b

"
D A
AIUTWAED 18 @ ViR
e W u.um
10 OVaTY WCTION Of Mot
By workir jomedy with the
ORI, have
e the St stronger

ME Karth mabid (e el
TR ANkt Wk @ bl
Prine fn (e Cotgens
ko up Waes I the fu-
hidaring the rola

prty conlel vk foeward in
e bl fivr o aanlid
The nanifesta has 10
Ry e Te

Nl's, vy devwlol
and wnviy

D mulls
centralised
administrative
complex in
Tirumala

ma
Mg In gromier truiwpare
vl 0 bives g
wic wmv!mlmc. the T
il et i
WAl (T b il T
et o s ol
heart cwniivabises ado
DAarAcive COmplon
Tl

rlw .m.p.mnl mmluuw

il

-5 gy
nfionw, with viv BiF shrine
revoriliog  over  TAO00
ottalle o aih Avirige oV
oy day
The bt Wil
lor axposed die T
thona of u decurtrutivod wh
mu-wu(h.
A
il
ing @ wide spectrum of pi
W e v e lhn
Acativied llll.‘
the tarple town,
AL st whanntial wi

o ke At i
ney

VICOK, SNCOMPAINIngG  ue-
m darshar
DA

aneeeing, hoalih
Rani, meoui iy wiel i
cal, fincrian in di :-uu
e,
Pilgrhma 1o rravorse ons

ALl dBtAnces 10 Keon
Walnple Gcilities, beakdos
I:»mn

operutional  chal
iy I oo

Golden harvest

Wty e AL W

Sign language interpreters
help solve murder case

The .l "
MYBUML

T Hhw A
AL ML ol
e discas “or 4 ape
it hwoaring  chisllonyed
PRINON Y AFToating two ie-
camed with the same
whllity, with crucsal am
awvew o shgn Migeage

e My
ko

My,
The Pknilﬂmm Iund
Wbl

ltion afier
Ibvu ulnmnmlum
[

s
st i
Pebrunry 12,

Awaiy, Wi wan i ie
W0w, s well ad Navithia, arv
ﬂ‘..' By aenad e b

o W e
the  police
their

{0
e

wation.

mined ot

Pl Ty e st
Savithi with the amalstance
f the wign Sangunge

Tnedure OF '-w und
Floarfru GATTEID Ios Myier o

Thakond (01 RAVKEAS AL
]
lwu |-aiuuu nivana,

Cinngudtara, £
Dot from Kunignl tituk of

Yllmlhnll districs. Ax borhy
AHpLCTE WOT AO Apevc:
apckhauring | chulisngod,

B for ..u- n h
sitaties aF sl i

g the mumou
. Ui polics learar tht
Swamy und savichs cune
Tt comach with Srimnivass
el e gl
I Nvmricind trmreat e
Wit falinn, Ky s iy
Toww with Saviha and had

monuy. e hatchod o plot

b Ml Bwany and
WAy Naviidua.

Ther bl sl K
4a ook tha heln of Cian:
acnara, Killed waroy und

it s body Into. s wll

Tt

India’s first Quantum
Reference Facility to
be launched in A.P.

VIAVAWADA

cate BEAE QUANEIT €om-
PAING teating beds, callod
Quantum Relatvnce vacilk

Will be dedicated 1o the
Tttty oy Cluial Mot )
I‘-lumlml-l

A, W g
P At HRA UIRIVeraity A1

Iy o v
loped i parteratip with
the  Amaravit!  Quantum

esnarch Vavdity and Qu
bit Vorce: At SAM Univers

e v
wrs, -Iudpll. anie awdonimn

"
Wihig i

o Venbalal
mhrv. I‘l‘vll Mlh 'n
o l

Valh, NItk & Cere
anyetve ok (nspesdbon o
cunily (o eval hal

for the

the medin
Vijayawaika, My sy
e vald the two (enting
Trwaba, sharvel wa gt o

Puiting

YUl oty i it
have & quaniuim testing
n the country
sl i
10 et difterent com-

PURTT

Follow rituals and observances of a temple or
stay out, says SC Bench hearing Sabarimala case

Hither you adhere 1o n m

NIEW DR Iy Kerals, in

The Bupeesie Cowrt on
Fhnisday sl o g
Wik WanE (0 VL&
B 10 follow th xampee
ey (o aditional practions)
of the sheine oF sty o

"

Thure In 1w chak, onow
€080 Undr the MRpr-
sy nexachud 0o o X

ML Nuindionly, 4 b
»l thi nine-judge Manch,

e Bibo puntlco of 1 50
heading  the

vt e
wmpl«. devotees

" 4 ke whilein

erlee’

Can't change
SV ey B yemin Wi

[T—

Vnulvnmlhnn.
B e Nlr 5
i ol ||nm1

appenring
Vi Nl y
¢ ey

AN Ord it wINED Mmait wornan of Wil ages e
R SObA AL, SHINE AODIY R ST 1. L1 HAAL

Immn on women ol men
e ot

T shetnw, sl

oy

o 20N “-ulhl |m|| e
Jocted thi argument that

Uy PrOfbITon Wik s an-
chonst cumtoam wid &
(]}

@ vhlall ol
CliNE 10 ToMgioN
Trawdom and vaualley.

“llillh\llt can belong w

xampradiyen

They L sl any winple
o i

Karnpwastig Aitatiieed
hat temple st be ol
Towenl,” fustion IV M-

Tt b rved,
Additsonal

sollctor

ol
A 0 st e
e Lalthh of e

Ama




India’s first Quantum
Reference Facility to
be launched in A.P.

The Hindu Bureau
VIJAYAWADA

India’s first quantum com-
puting testing beds, called
Quantum Reference Facili-
ty, will be dedicated to the
nation by Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu on
April 14, coinciding with
the World Quantum Day,
says P.S. Pradyumna, Se-

cretary to the Chief
Minister.
Addressing the media in

Vijayawada, Mr. Pradyum-
na said the two testing
beds, developed as part of
the Amaravati Quantum
Reference Facilities under
the State government’s
Amaravati Quantum Valley

programme, were coming
up at SRM University A.P.

They were being deve-
loped in partnership with
the Amaravati Quantum
Research Facility and Qu-
bit Force. At SRM Universi-
ty, a team of 50 research-
ers, students and scientists
was working on assem-
bling the quantum com-
puting ecosystem.

“Till date, we did not
have a quantum testing
computer in the country
that can be used as a refe-
rence to test different com-
ponents of the quantum
computing  ecosystem,”
Mr. Pradyumna said, ad-
ding that Andhra “is the
first State to take this up.”




India's first Quantum Reference Facility (quantum computing testing beds) to be
dedicated to the nation on April 14, 2026 — World Quantum Day — by Andhra
Pradesh CM N. Chandrababu Naidu.

WIRd & Ugell qaied e YlauT (aaien dwgfe udiems d8) 14 3tkd 2026 — fa2a Faien fGaa w
HTH H&N CM U, FgdTg ATdg GRTITE Pl WA

Facility established under AP's Amaravati Quantum Valley Programme at SRM
University, Andhra Pradesh.

gfaur AP & 3FRTad! aaieH deit SRishH & ded SRM University, 31TH W&2r 3 #110d |

India had no quantum testing computer before this — now Andhra Pradesh becomes
the first state to set one up.

U UEel MR H IS ddieH TS0 RIS el AT — 37¢ 3T U2l 3 AU &7 ITeT Ugell I
EEll

Developed in partnership with Amaravati Quantum Research Facility and Qubit
Force.

IRTAA aie 3TEYTE fauT 3ik Qubit Force & 112 ATgERT H faef&d |

A team of 50 researchers, students and scientists at SRM University assembling the
quantum computing ecosystem.

SRM University # 50 2vuresafsii, BT 3R dfAa! 61 & aaieq dgfer urRfEfdd! d dar o2
e



India had no quantum testing reference computer — scientists could not test
quantum components domestically.

YRd H I daieH TRIUT HeH HRIE Aal AT — J3ATHeh TR FR TR b BT ULI&UTTEl P Hebd |

This facility fills that critical gap — enabling India to build an indigenous quantum
computing ecosystem.

g FfauT 39 Agcaqu 3R Bl HRdl & — HRd Bl We2it daied dgfen uiRffdadt a aam o gem
ATl B

Significance of April 14 = World Quantum Day: Chosen because 4/14 represents the
value 0.4.14... approximating Planck's constant (4.14x10** eV-s) — the fundamental

constant of quantum mechanics.
14 318 = faeq aerien fEaw &1 7e: 4/14 wid fR8RIF (4.14%1075 €V-s) — dieH Fifzd! & Hel
QR — &1 3TATHT A <2AfdT 8|




India launched the National Quantum Mission (NQM) in 2023 with an outlay of
¥6,003.65 crore for 2023-2031 — to develop quantum computing, communication,
sensing, and materials.

YRA 4 2023 H ¥6,003.65 BRI & TR & 1 IR died fieMA (NQM) 2[5 fasar — araieH
BT, HIR, Hded 3R ATHUT &b feig|

Global quantum race: US, China, EU are spending billions — India needs to catch up

quickly.
df9dep eraien ate: 3R, T, EU 3R6] W &3 3¢ — HRd Bl doft I 3177 §&T I |

Amaravati Quantum Valley is AP's bid to position itself as India's quantum technology
hub.

3TARTAd! FAieH deil AP T HRA o adicH UTeifTichl dog o B0 H & Pl TATUT - BT TR 8 |




History | gfdgra

Quantum mechanics origins: Developed in early 20th century by Max Planck
(Planck's constant, 1900), Niels Bohr (atomic model), Werner Heisenberg
(uncertainty principle), Erwin Schrodinger (wave equation).

FIieH ifareht P 3aft: 20dT TSt b F3d H A Teids (Wi SR, 1900), Fied dgy, )
gTSodT, Wid SNfeTR gRT fadsfId|

Indian contribution: S.N. Bose (Bose-Einstein statistics, 1924) — foundational to
quantum physics; Bose-Einstein Condensate is a quantum state of matter.

HRA T INTEH: TH.U. 919 (S19-31TS$% T Tif&h!, 1924) — dieH Hifdd) Bl d: ai-3ms&d
Heade uere B dieH TaTT|

Amaravati: Ancient Buddhist city in Andhra Pradesh; now chosen as India's quantum

valley — connecting ancient knowledge hub to future technology.
3TARTAT: 31Tl Tl H UT A dlg ATR; 376 WRd bl aiieH dil AT TRIT — YTl 1 &g bl Widsg b

dbth A Sredr gl




Economy | 37efaqaea

Quantum computing market: Global quantum computing market projected to reach
$450 billion by 2030 (various estimates).

FieH HRfET ISTR: 31T dTSTR 2030 db $4.50 3RE dF Uga BT A |

Economic applications: Drug discovery (pharma), financial modelling, supply chain
optimisation, climate simulation, Al acceleration.

37Tfefes ITUANT: <aT @Yo, faeitar ATsfai, 3myfe S@eT 3%, STaary 37HI0T, Al @RUT|

Amaravati as investment hub: AP govt positioning Amaravati (new capital) as a tech

investment magnet — quantum + semiconductor + I'T.

fAderdg &b HU W 3IMRTAAl: AP TIBR AR (7 ITSTHTHT) Bl Henfiiep) Rl e b B9 # TTfUd oY

T&l — e + YHIpsae + IT|




Science & Technology / fas-glenfiey

Qubit: Quantum bit — basic unit of quantum information. Unlike classical bit (Oor 1), a
qubit can be in superposition (both 0 AND 1 simultaneously).

Hgfele: aerieH foe — arricH a1 Hl Hd 3T | AT fae (0 a1 1) & faudid, agfae guraifsizM A 8l
gbdl & (Tb g1 0 37 1 &F0) |

Three principles of Quantum Computing:

e Superposition: Qubit exists in multiple states simultaneously / Ffelc Teb AT
Ps AT H
o Entanglement: Two qubits linked — state of one instantly affects the other

regardless of distance / &l wfeie g — Teb bl TaLT GER DI gid YHTfdd Bt

 Interference: Used to amplify correct answers and cancel wrong ones / gl

3R Bl I8 3R TeAd Bl IE B H 3TN




Hub /&9 Focus Area | BId &

Quantum Computing Build quantum computers with 50-1000 qubits by 2031
Quantum Communication QKD (Quantum Key Distribution) for secure comms
Quantum Sensing & Metrology Ultra-precise sensors for navigation, geology, medical
Quantum Materials New superconductors and quantum materials

Global Quantum Landscape | dfde daicq ufigea:

Country Key Initiative

USA National Quantum Initiative Act (2018); IBM, Google leading
China World's longest quantum communication network (2000+ km)
EU Quantum Flagship Programme (€1 billion)

India NQM (X6,003.65 crore); AP Quantum Reference Facility



Consider the following statements regarding Quantum Computing and India's National
Quantum Mission: d&ieH HfET 3R WRd & T dfied e[ & aR A fAAfafed seai aw faar
BY:

1. A qubit, unlike a classical bit, can exist in a superposition of both O and 1
simultaneously.

2. India's National Quantum Mission (NQM) was approved in 2023 with an outlay of
36,003.65 crore under the Department of Science and Technology.

3. Andhra Pradesh's Quantum Reference Facility is being set up at IIT Hyderabad under
the state's Amaravati Quantum Valley Programme.

4. World Quantum Day is observed on April 14, chosen because the date approximates the
numerical value of Planck's constant.

Which of the above statements are correct?
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Making scholarships integral to India’s academic culture

f India is to take its Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education to 50%, the
question is not only how many institutions
the country can build, but who is actually
able to walk through their gates and graduate.
India has been making gradual progress to
expand capacity; the number of higher
educational institutions has grown from 51,534
(2014-15) to over 70,000 last year, as per the
2025-26 Economic Survey. Yet the national GER
stands at 29.5 (2022-23). Such limited
participation highlights that seats alone do not
create students, Education transforms lives when
access, affordability, and academic quality come
together, For many young Indians, especially in
second-and third-tier towns, the binding
constraint is not aspiration; it Is the cost and risk
of participation. This is why scholarships cannot
remain a peripheral add-on to the system. They
need to be designed, and tailored as an integral
and embedded pathway into higher education.

A pressing need

The country is witnessing three intersecting
challenges. There is an access challenge across
regions and social groups; an affordability
challenge that turns higher education into a
long-term investment for families; and a quality
challenge that determines whether and to what
extent enrolment translates into true learning
and occupational pursuit. Enrolment rises when
those who qualify can afford to participare, and
when Institutions are confident that diversity and
merit will strengthen, not dilute, academic life,

India knows this well: there is a lot of talent
that is widely distributed, but with no
opportunity. Increasing enrolments will depend
less on convineing already advantaged families
and more on releasing the pool of capable
students who are currently held back by cost,
distance, and uncertainty about the benefits of
enrolment. Scholarships sit precisely at this hinge
point. They are not only instruments of financial
support; they can also mould a student’s life,
ensuring academic fulfilment as well as overall
individual enhancement through provisions
beyond material aid, such as leadership
development, exposure to a wider world of
Interests, and career guidance.

The Department of Higher Education supports
students through scholarships, interest subsidies
on education loans, and credit guarantees, The
National Scholarship Portal functions as a
common window for State schemes, and hosts
information on scholarship programmes across

Founder and
Chairperson, Board of
Trustees, Ashoka
University, Dethi-NCR.
Views expressed are
personal and do not
reflect the views of
the University

Scholarships sit
at the
intersection of
equity, quality,
and growth.
They influence
who and how
many enter
higher
education, and
who persists

ministries, departments and regulatory bodies.
One such programme is the Central Sector
Scheme of Scholarship for College and University
Students that provides up to 82,000 scholarships
each year across undergraduate, postgraduate,
and professional courses. Alongside this,
corporate foundations, trusts, and non-profits
have also created well- known programmes, often
focused on merit-cum-means in fields such as
engineering and management.

While this is meaningful progress, most
scholarships are limited in number, and are still
treated as fimancial plug-ins. The deeper question
is whether scholarships can become a pathway
which students actively opt into not only for
financial reasons, but also for academic

community and mentorship.

Lessons from history

India’s own history should be the first source of
Inspiration. In the ancient institution of higher
learning, Takshashila, students were known to
have had as many as five options to pay their
education fees: pay up front; work with and learn
from the teachers; defer and pay after
graduation; receive scholarships from home
regions; or rely on support from a charitable
community for disadvantaged students. The
principle was straightforward -~ ability should not
be turned away for lack of means, and that
institutions should find ways to welcome talent.

The opportunity before India is not only to
improve scholarships, but to reimagine what a
scholarship represents. One can imagine
scholarships that are designed as multi-year
commitments rather than annual renewals, giving
students the confidence to plan their academic
lives with a certain stability. Institutional density
andenmlmemeanbesmdsedmordermdsig\

scholarships that focus on

underserved States and districts, One can also
imagine programme-specific pathways that link
scbolars!ﬂpstomaso(nmiomlandmgional

sduolarslupmachedmavomnonal
degneemamtichlmldligmce.
manufacturing, or healthcare, anchored in a
district with low participation but high demand,
could raise enrolment while strengthening skills
and employability.

Public policy and regulation can gently
encourage this shift. Incentives such as tax
benefits for endowments, or matching funds
through private philanthropy, can attract
long-term capital into scholarships that are
designed to grow and sustain.

Performance-linked frameworks can recognise
and reward institutions that demonstrate
outcomes across merit, need, and potential. India
already has early examples of what such thinking
can look like. Ashoka University evaluates
financial aid independently of academic
admission, following a need-sensitive process
where a student’s ability to pay is assessed
separately from the admission decision. About
20% students receive free education owing toa
100% scholarship, and roughly half of the
students receive some form of financial support,
while maintaining strong academic standards.
The Indian School of Business (ISB) has builta
donor-supported scholarship ecosystem across
categories that reflect merit and need, including
suppart for those from the armed forces and
those who are returning to the development
sector, Every year, the 1SB awards between 250
and 280 scholarships across its programmes, and
notably, 40% of the founding class of the recently
launched PGP-Young Leaders programme is
supported by scholarships. In both cases,
scholarships are not an afterthought, They are
critical to the kind of academic community these
institutions are trying to build,
International experience reinforces the point,

Whether it be multidisciplinary scholarship

at U.S, universities or provincial and
city-level scholarships in China aligned to local
development priorities, the most effective
systems treat scholarships as a core part of their
academic cultures.

From the margins to the centre
India still needs to expand and diversify its higher
educational system. But expansion alone will not
deliver a 50% enrolment ratio that also deepens
learning and social mobility. Meaningful
absorption can only happen when capable
students are supported and inspired to look
ahead, regardless of where they come from.
This is not a narrow funding conversation; it is
about building an ecosystem. Scholarships sit at
the intersection of equity, quality, and growth.
They influence who and how many enter higher
education, and who persists. They shape the
social and intellectual life of campuses and the
credibility of institutions. They also contribute to
thenanonstrajectory.mrwlmllghtonhwhs
talent is discovered, understood, and developed.
If the goal is not only more students, but also
more mobility and national capability, then
scholarships deserve to move from the margins to
the centre of our higher education strategy.



India's Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education stands at only 29.5 (2022-
23) — far below the target of 50% — raising urgent questions about access and
affordability.

YR T 3 fRIafT H Hebed ATHIh 31UTd (GER) ddct 29.5 (2022-23) — 50% & \18g I dgd BH
— Ugd 3R TEHIIAT TR dehTel WA

2025-26 Economic Survey reveals higher education institutions grew from 51,534
(2014-15) to over 70,000 — yet GER remains low, highlighting that institutions alone
cannot drive enrolment.

2025-26 31Tfele HJ&ror — 3o fRlem T 51,534 (2014-15) | 70,000 3 31feies g7 — fope Y
GER &H, 221fdT & fds HETT 375l ATHIBA &l 9T Febd |

NEP 2020 targets GER of 50% by 2035 in higher education — scholarships are
identified as critical tools.

NEP 2020 %7 2035 d 50% GER &1 6180 — BTaqfd &bl HequT HTeH HIHT 77|

Article by Pramath Raj Sinha (Founder & Chairperson, Ashoka University Board of

Trustees) — argues for making scholarships a core part of India's academic culture.

T WY ST T (T 31R AU, 312117 faeafaenerar) gRT — BEgfd &l WRd & Qerfuis
TP BT Hel &A1 g1 Pl JebTerd |

Central Sector Scheme of Scholarship provides up to 82,000 scholarships/year —
but coverage remains insufficient for the scale of India's challenge.

HEIT & BEAHT AT Ufd 9 82,000 BERRAT — fehT WRa Y gAY 3 37 & fAg srqafa|



Three intersecting challenges identified in India's higher education: Access,
Affordability, and Quality.

WRd & 3o feren & i sieR-Weifta gRtfaar: uga, ag-iaar 3R qoraa)

Institutions grew from 51,534 (2014-15) to 70,000+ (2025-26) — yet national GER =
29.5(2022-23).

¥ 51,534 (2014-15) ¥ 70,000+ (2025-26) gU — Ml 71T GER = 29.5 (2022-23) |

Department of Higher Education supports students through scholarships, interest
subsidies on education loans, and credit guarantees.

I fRredt faum sgfa, folerm For ok sret afedet 3R #o1 TRET A 8151 &1 greH dXar & |

National Scholarship Portal (NSP): Common window for State schemes; hosts
information on scholarship programmes across ministries.

I B e (NSP): I AR & Ty I fEgdh! |

Central Sector Scheme of Scholarship: Up to 82,000 scholarships/year for UG, PG,
and professional courses.

B & BEgF AIAT: UG, PG 3R amadiiies dreashi & ey 82,000 BEgfal/ay |



Player [ 9&f Role / yfiaT

Pramath Raj Sinha Author; Founder & Chairperson, Ashoka University BoT | @i&d; 3712111
faeafaeme

Ashoka University Model: 20% students free education; ~50% get financial support / Higd:
20% Hurd e

ISB (Indian School of Donor-supported scholarship ecosystem; 250-280 scholarships/year / &rdT-

Business) gufera grRfeefaedhT a=

Dept of Higher Education

National Scholarship
Portal

Takshashila (ancient)

Scholarships, interest subsidies, credit guarantees | BTAdfd, 1ol Afeds!

Common window for all scholarship schemes / Tt AISTH131T &I Tbet fgeht

Historical inspiration: 5 payment options for students / Ufdgrfdds HRoT



History / sfdgr

o Takshashila (Taxila): Ancient Indian university (~600 BCE-500 CE); located in
modern-day Pakistan (near Rawalpindi); world's first residential university; attracted
students from Greece, China, Persia.

o dgiferdT: uri W faeafaenera (~600 BCE-500 CE); 3 uTfdsed™ # (aeifUs! & ur);
faoa 1 ugaT arity faeafaare; 1w, =i, BRI A BT 3714 |

e Nalanda University: Another ancient institution (5th-12th century CE, Bihar) — had
10,000 students, 2,000 teachers; destroyed by Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1193.

o ATl faeafaenaa: 5di-12f I, fagr; 10,000 BT, 2,000 forerd; 1193 ¥ iR f&estt 3 T
B

e Wood's Despatch (1854): First systematic framework for Indian education under
British rule — established grants-in-aid for education.

o g3H 38T (1854): fifeer mam & ded WRdta foren 3 fae ugen @rafedd erar — folem & fag
AdalTI

e Kothari Commission (1964-66): Recommended education expenditure at 6% of GDP;
foundational for modern Indian education policy.

o BISKI 3TN (1964-66): fAI&T IR GDP &1 6% @d B! RAwbTRer; 3mfes WRda ferer ifd & ia



Article 21A: Right to education (6-14 years) — extended spirit should apply to higher
education through scholarship support.

3T 21 A: feien &1 31fIdR (6-14 a¥f) — BTgfy Twef A 3= folen des fawariRa vraaT|

Article 15(4) & 16(4): Provisions for reservations for SC/ST/OBC — scholarships
complement reservations by addressing financial barriers.

3B 15(4) 31k 16(4): SC/ST/OBC & AT 31RevT — BT fawiar ST g 63ds 3TRET0T I
PLEal

Article 46 (DPSP): State to promote educational and economic interests of weaker
sections — scholarships are a direct implementation tool.

3T 46 (DPSP): 350 HHAAR arif & e 3R 3nfefes fEal &Y gerar s — sHgfiar waear
PRI HTE |

NEP 2020: Target 50% GER by 2035; multidisciplinary education; Academic Bank of
Credits (ABC); HECI (Higher Education Commission of India) proposed.

NEP 2020: 2035 % 50% GER; dgfasae faiefr; 2taifuies ssfee d (ABC); HECI UdTfed |

Concurrent List: Education is in the Concurrent List (Entry 25) — both Centre and
States can legislate on education and scholarships.

HHadl geit: fererm wwedl gt 7 (ufafee 25) — &g 31R I QA1 B 947 Fabd |




Country [ 22l GER (Higher Education)

USA ~88%

China ~60%

Brazil ~55%

India 29.5% (2022-23)
India's NEP Target 50% by 2035

Education-related Constitutional Provisions / f2r&i & Jaftid Gdenfde araum:

e Article 21A: Free and compulsory education (6-14 years)

e Article 45 (DPSP): Early childhood care and education

e Article 46 (DPSP): Promotion of education of SC/ST and weaker sections
e Article 350A: Instruction in mother tongue at primary level

e Article 30: Right of minorities to establish educational institutions



Key Education Commissions / W& fRI&fT 31T

Commission Year Key Recommendation

Radhakrishnan (University Ed.) 1948-49 Restructure university education

Mudaliar (Secondary Ed.) 1952-53 Secondary education reform

Kothari Commission 1964-66 6% GDP on education; common school system
NPE 1968 1968 10+2+3 structure

NPE 1986 1986 Operation Blackboard, Navodaya Vidyalayas
NEP 2020 2020 50% GER; 5+3+3+4 structure; multidisciplinary

Performance Metrics for Exam / UR1&iT & feiv w2l afeaT:

e India's education expenditure: ~4.6% of GDP (vs 6% recommended)

e Number of central universities: 45+

e Number of IITs: 23; IIMs: 20; NITs: 31; IISERs: 7

e NIRF Rankings: National Institutional Ranking Framework — annual ranking of

Indian institutions



Consider the following statements about India's higher education and scholarship

ecosystem: ¥Rd &I 3= fla 3R BsEgfi uikfRefad! dF & ar ® fA=fafed sea R faar &3

1,

India's Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education was 29.5 in 2022-23, while
NEP 2020 targets 50% GER by 2035.

. Education is a subject in the State List of the Constitution, giving states exclusive

authority over scholarships.

. The ancient institution of Takshashila had multiple flexible options for students to pay

for their education, including working with teachers and receiving scholarships from
home regions.

The National Scholarship Portal (NSP) functions as a common window for state
scholarship schemes and hosts information on programmes across ministries and
departments.

Which of the above statements are correct?
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What does the Jan Vishwas Bill do?

What does the Jan Vishwas Bill propase? Which offences are being decriminalised? Why remove jail terms for minor lapses? How does the Bill ensure
proportionality? How will penalties be structured?

EXPLAINER
G5, Balpal
The story so far:
nnecessary criminalisation is an
anathema to business
regulations. India's regulatory
framework has significant

punitive aspects. Under dozens of Central |

Acts, minor procedural kapses, missed
filings, or technical defauits couk! b a
citizen or a small business owner in jail.
The Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provislons) BIll, 202526, seeks to shift
India's regulatory approach from a
punitive model to “trust-based
governance.” It builds on the earfier Jan
Vishwas (Amendment of Provisions) Act,
2023, which decriminalised 183
provisions across 42 Central laws.

Why Is the Bill being iIntroduced?
The 2026 Bill proposes amendments to
784 provisions across 79 Central Acts
administered by 23 ministries, Of these,
717 provisions are earmarked for
decriminalisation, while the rest address
ease of living more broadly. 1ts governing
principle is proportionality — the severity
of the State’s response must bear a
rational relationship to the gravity of the
conduct it targets.

The Bill pursues three refated goals, all
rooted in ensuring proportionality in
regulation,

Flest, it seeks a principled separaton
between conduct that warrants criminal
sanction, such as fraud, wilful evasion,
and threats to public safety, and
procedural non-compliance that carries
no comparable moral charge, Conflating
the two does a disservice to the
serjousness of the former and an Injustice
to thase caught by the latter,

The secorxd objective is equity. Smaller
enterprises and MSMEs are
disproportionately exposed 1o

Third, it secks to provide institutional

| relief, India's district and subordinate
| courts carry over 4.8 crore pending cases

(NIDG, December 2025), a significant

| share of which conslnsofmlnor

| regulatory matters,

such
cases is not leniency but a rational

| reallocation of judicial resources.

| What are the key features?

The Bill focuses on removing the criminal

| Bability clause for minor procedural

lapses and improving the ease of dolng

| business and living.

Its central mcv:ha‘misrn is the

| replacement of criminal penalties with

| civil and administrative alternatives, The
| measures on Imprisonment provisions

| are intended to be replaced by monetary
| penalties calibrated to the gravity of the

compliance risks, not because they violate '

Laws more often, but because they bk
the capacity to absorb the consequences
when accused of doing so. The idea is to
make compliance simpler,

violation.

For minor or first-ime defaults, graded
responses such as wamings and advisory
notices replace prosecution.
Compounding provisions are expanded to

| provide faster resolution without full
| adjudication.

GETTYIWAGES

Adjudicating officers are empowered to
decide cases within defined timelines,
with appellate mechanisms to ensure
faimess. Penaltiés are to be periodically
revised to retain their deterrent value,
and the Bill emphasises digitisation and
procedural simplification to reduce
imconsistencies in enforcement,

How does it impact institutions?

For the judiclary, the most immediate
consequence is meaningful retief
Diverting routine regulatory cases from
criminal dockets should free courts to
concentrate on matters of genuine public

adjudication is faster and less
resource-intensive than criminal
prosecution, but it requires institutional
capacity, clear guidelines, and oversight
mechanisms to avoid arbitrariness, The
appellate structures built into the Bill
acknowledge this risk, and hence, thelr
effectiveness will depend entirely on how
sertously they are operathonalised.

For businesses, particularly MSMEs,
reduced criminal exposure could
meaningfully shift the caloulus around
formalisation. The fear of prosecution,
even where the un, conduct is
technical rather than intentional, has long
acted as a disincentive to transparency
and engagement with the formal
economy.

How does the Bill promote efficient
?

Justice!
The indiscriminate use of criminal

sanctions - treating a tax frandster and a
businessperson who faltered on a
procedural formality - undermines the
law's pragmatism. By reserving criminal
liability for conduct involving genuine
intent or harm, and channelling
procedural defaults through civil
mechanisms, the Bill narrows the scope
for over-criminalisation in a structured

way.

A more predictable regulatory
environment encourages voluntary
compliance, When the consequence of a
minor lapse is a proportionate penalty
rather than the spectre of prosecution,
the incentive structure shifts towards
transparency. The durability of these
gains will depend on implementation.
Enhanced administrative discretion must
be matched with clear guidelines,
meaningful oversight, and appellate
mm«imisns that function as genuine

ks.

The Jan Vishwas Bill is a serious and
overdue reform. Its suocess will depend
less on what it savs than on whether the
Institutions tasked with carrying It
forward are genuinely equipped, and beld
accountable, to do so.

There is a risk of excessive discretion in
administrative authorities, weak appellate
safeguards In some sectors, the possibility
that monetary penaities may replace
criminalisation without reducing the
burden, and Emited clarity on uniform
standards across different laws.

(The author is the th(.'imwdlarofm
National Law University, Dethi

Contributions of Vil Shamra.
Academic Fellow, NLU Dethi, are
acknowledged)

THE GIST

-

The Bill soeks to shift India's
regulatory framework fom a
punitive model 10 “trust-basec
goverrance’ by decriminatising
minor procedural lapses and
ensuning i

between the gravity of conduct
and the Stato's response

It #%50 aims to promote sase of
doing busiress and bving,
reduce burden on courts
theough civil and
sdministrative alternatives,
while rasing concerns about
administrathoe dscretion,
appellate salepuacds, and
implementation gaps.



3 Core Goals |
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? Why Introduced? | & &1 T/AT?

India's regulatory framework has significant punitive aspects

Minor lapses (missed filings, technical defaults) could land citizens in jalil
Smaller enterprises & MSMEs disproportionately exposed to compliance risks
Fear of prosecution is a disincentive to formalisation & transparency
Indiscriminate criminal sanctions undermine rule of law's pragmatism

Courts carry 4.8 crore pending cases (NJDG, Dec 2025); minor regulatory matters clog them

India ranks low on Ease of Doing Business due partly to excessive criminalisation

fgal: B I gl W ofe T F1au™ MSME @& fT aTeT 81 37aTerd] 3 4.8 &I difed ATHe 8



“\ Key Features | 7% faQiwarg

Central mechanism: Replace criminal penalties with civil & administrative alternatives
Imprisonment provisions - replaced by monetary penalties calibrated to gravity of violation
Minor/first-time defaults > warnings & advisory notices instead of prosecution
Compounding provisions expanded for faster resolution without full adjudication
Adjudicating officers given defined timelines with appellate mechanisms

Penalties to be periodically revised to retain deterrent value

Emphasis on digitisation & procedural simplification

PG dF: JTRIGD &€ Pl 1A1a07 FTHI% [aeed] & GqorTl; AT IeeTs @l THRAT & HTAR



@ 3 Core Goals | @7 qe7 382a X close

Goal 1— Principled Separation: Separate conduct warranting criminal sanction (fraud, wilful evasion,
threats to public safety) from procedural non-compliance with no moral charge

Goal 2 — Equity for MSMEs: Smaller enterprises must not be disproportionately penalised for lacking capacity to
absorb compliance burdens

Goal 3 — Institutional Relief: Decriminalise minor regulatory matters - rational reallocation of judicial resources

3897 1: ATRIIEP HoIT 19 HihdTcA® gab H ¥ | 3897 2: MSME THTAT| 3899 3: =114 GHTHT 3TdeT



il Impact on Institutions | TXAT31} W YHTT

Judiciary: Meaningful relief — criminal dockets freed; courts focus on genuine public significance
matters

Regulatory agencies: Administrative adjudication faster & less resource-intensive than criminal prosecution
BUT requires institutional capacity, clear guidelines, oversight mechanisms to avoid arbitrariness
Businesses (esp. MSMEs): Reduced criminal exposure - shift calculus around formalisation

Predictable regulatory environment > encourages voluntary compliance

Incentive structure shifts toward transparency

TqqTicier: Aad | [Farmes vaitaar: 3t famart | MSME: 3itgarRe1avor &1 Ficdied



I Concerns & Risks | farg 31k siifaw

Risk of excessive discretion in administrative authorities

Weak appellate safeguards in some sectors

Monetary penalties may replace criminalisation without reducing burden
Limited clarity on uniform standards across different laws

Success depends on implementation, not just the Bill's text

Enhanced administrative discretion must be matched with clear guidelines + meaningful oversight

HE& SI1EH: HolTdias [add &1 geqdlT, 3dlciid GreiT &1 &), B1aiaa | Javiel



i MSME & Ease of Business | MSME 3{R &R gadl

MSMESs = ~30% of India's GDP, ~45% of exports, 110 million+ jobs

MSMESs often lack legal teams > disproportionate compliance burden

Decriminalisation reduces fear of prosecution > more businesses enter formal economy

Link to Ease of Doing Business (EoDB) Index — India ranked 63rd (World Bank 2020, last report)
Link to MSME Development Act 2006, Udyam Registration Portal

PM Modi's "Minimum Government, Maximum Governance” philosophy

MSME = 4Rd @1 GDP &T~30%, 174l &1~45% | 3rxregiad & itaanie srefegawer 4 gaer ot agrar
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As Puducherry votes, howi its status asa Union Territory differs from Delhi, J&K

Anagha Jayakumar
New Delll, April 9

ELECTIONS TOthe Legistative Assemblies
of Kerala and Assam, and the Union Terri-
tory (UT) of Puducherry, commenced
Thursday. UTs are governed under Part VIII
ofthe Constitution, which entruststheir ad-
ministration tothe Indian President, via ap-
pointed administrators,

Thus, most UTs, including Chandigarh,
Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli,and
theisland territories of Andaman & Nicobar
and Lakshadweep, have no elected legisla-
ture, and are governed by administrators.

Puducherry, however, is one of three
UTs to have its own Legislative Assembly
and a chief minister.

Puducherry

The passage of the Government of Union
Territories Act 1963 constituted Puducherry
as a UT and provided it with a legislature.
The Treaty of Cession, which established the
dejure, or formal, legal transfer of the terri-
tories of Puducherry (earlier Pondicherry),
Yanam, Mahe and Karaikal from France to

India, was signed in May 1956. In practice,
India enjoyed de facto or administrative
control of Puducherry since November
1954. However, this treaty was not legally
ratified until August 1962,

The administrative distinction of provid-
ing Puducherry with a legislature reflected
India’s commitment to the Treaty while
continuingthe French practice of maintain-
ing Puducherry's representative assembly.
This special status is enshrined in Article
239A, which provides for local legislatures
and a council of ministers in Puducherry.

The President also has the power to
nominate members tothe Puducherry As-
sembly, a provision that has had political
implications in the past.

Delhi

Delhi was elevated to the status of Na-
ticnal Capital Territory (NCT) under the
Constitution (65th Amendment) Act, 1991,
effective from 1992. The Act introduced Ar-
ticle239AA, which provides for a Legisiative
Assembly, with the power to make kaws on
subjects in the State and Concurrent Lists,
barring public order, police and land.

Polling officials in Puducherry. s

But the division of powers between the
Lieutenant-Governor (L-G), whoisthe cen-
trally appointed administrator, and the
elected government has been a contested
issue over the years.

In 2015, &4 Union Home Ministry notifi-
cation said that the L-G of Delhishall exer-

cise control over “services™. In 2018, a five-
judge Supreme Court bench held that the
L-G is generally bound by the aid and ad-
vice of the elected government.

In 2021, Parfiament passed an amend-
ment 1o effectively nullity this ruling, Fol-
lowing a challenge to this amendment by
the then AAP government, another five-
judge Supreme Court bench ruled in May
2023 that the Delhi government has legis-
lative and executive powers aver “services”.

Shortly after, however, the Union gov-
ermnment promuigated an ordinance that
similarty nullified this rulingas well, swing-
ingthebalance of powerbacktothe L-G.In
August, Parliament passed an Act to take
the place of the ordinance.

Puducherry’s legisiature, meanwhile,
enjoys a relatively broad scope of powers,
with nosuch subject restrictions. However,
itis subject to parliamentary scrutiny: Ar-
ticle 246(4) empowers Parliament to legis-
late onany subject for any Unlon Territory,
regardless of whether it fallsunder the State
arConcurrent List, Thus, if a conflict arises
between a law passed by the Puducherry
Legislative Assembly and the Parliament,

epaper.indianexpreM

the parliamentary law will prevail,
Thedistribution of powers between the
elected government in Delhi and the LG s
explicitly Jaid out in Article 239AA, while
Puducherry operates under Article 239A
and the 1963 Union Territories Act, which
does not clearly delineate the L-G's discre-
tionary powers. This issue was clarified by
the Supreme Court in K Lakshminaraya-
nan v. Union of India (2019), which held
that the Puducherry L-G is bound by the
aid and advice of the Council of Ministers,
and cannot operate as an independent
authority in routine administration, The
LG may intervene only under exceptional
circumstances when a matteris referred to
the President due toadifference of opinion.
Article 240 of the Constitution em-
powers the President to make regulations
for certain UTs, including Puducherry. In
practice, this provision is exercised when
the legislature is not functional, for in-
stance, when the Assembly s dissolved or
suspended, However, if the NCT adminis-
tration cannot be carried out according to
constitutional provisions, Article 239AR
would be invoked, allowing the President

S

New Delhi

to suspend Article 239AA and impose
President’s rule.

Jammu & Kashmir

In 2019, Article 370 of the Constitution,
which granted special statustothe erstwhile
state of Jammu & Kashmir, was abrogated.
Inlts place camethe 2019 Jammuand Kash-
mir Reorganisation Act, which bifurcated
J&K into two UT's: Jammu & Kashmir, with
alegislature, and Ladakh, without one.

In practice, the J&K UT enjoys signifi-
cantly less legislative autonomy compared
to Puducherry. Section 32 of the Act allows
the J&K Assembly to legislate on subjectsin
the State Hst, barring public order and po-
lice, which remain under the L-G's control.

The L-Galso has discretionary authority
aver subjects beyond the Assembly’s legis-
lative purview, including the bureaucracy
and the All India Services. Moreover, Section
36 mandatesthat the L-G recommend inad-
vanceany Bill involving financlal obligations
beforeit can be introduced in the Assembiy.
This gives the L-G exceptional control over
day-to-day financial business, far beyond
whatapplies in Delhi or Puducherry.

=




Parameter

Constitutional basis

Elevated to UT on

Legislative Assembly

Legislative powers

Lieutenant Governor
(L-G) role

Puducherry

Article 239A

+ 1963 Union Territories Act

1963 (Govt. of Union
Territories Act)

Treaty of Cession signed May
1956; ratified Aug 1962

Yes — elected assembly +
council of ministers

Broad scope — State +
Concurrent List

No specific subject restrictions

Bound by aid & advice of
Council of Ministers

K Lakshminarayanan v. Union of
India (2019) clarified this

Delhi (NCT)

Article 239AA
69th Amendment Act, 1991

1992 (effective)

NCT status via 69th
Amendment

Yes — elected assembly +
council of ministers

Restricted — State +
Concurrent List

Excluding public order, police &
land

L-G bound by aid & advice
on most matters

2018 SC: L-G must follow
elected govt. except on
"services”

Jammu & Kashmir

Article 239AA (adapted)
J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019

Oct 31,2019

Bifurcated from J&K state; Art.
370 abrogated

Yes — but significantly
restricted powers

Ladakh (other part) has no
legislature

Most restricted — only
State List subjects barring
public order & police

Section 32, J&K Reorganisation
Act

Far more powerful —
discretionary authority
over bureaucracy, All India
Services, finances

Section 36: .-G can recommend
Bills before intro in Assembly



"Services"
(IAS/bureaucracy)
control

Parliamentary override

President's power to
nominate members

Article 240
applicability

Article 239AB
(President's Rule)

Elected govt. has control

Yes — Parliament can
legislate on any subject
(Art. 246(4));
parliamentary law prevails
over state law

Yes — President can
nominate members to the
Assembly

Has had political implications
historically

Applicable — President
can make regulations
when Assembly is
dissolved/suspended

Art. 239AB — invoked if
constitutional provisions
cannot be carried out;
President’s Rule imposed

Contested — 2021
Parliament amendment
gave L-G control; SC 2023
ruled elected govt. has
power; ordinance swung it
back

Ongoing dispute

Yes — same parliamentary
supremacy applies

No such nomination
power

Not directly applicable
(has own constitutional
framework)

Art. 239AA suspended +
President's Rule

Via separate provision

L-G — full discretionary
authority over
bureaucracy & All India
Services

Yes — same applies

No such nomination
power

Applicable — President
can make regulations

Governor's Rule |
President's Rule under
standard provisions



Financial control

Special historical
context

Overall autonomy level

Key exam case laws

Elected govt. controls
day-to-day finances via
Council of Ministers

French colony
Part of France until 1954
(de facto) [ 1962 (de jure)
Treaty of Cession 1956;
includes Yanam, Mahe,
Karaikal

High — broadest
legislative scope among
the three; L-G role most
curtailed

K Lakshminarayanan v.
Union of India (2019)

Elected govt. controls
finances
L-G role limited

National Capital
Unique status as seat of
Central Govt.; hence
special L-G powers
justified

Medium — significant
autonomy but ongoing
tussle over "services"

NCT of Delhi v. Union of
India (2018 — 5-judge
bench)

Govt. of NCT Delhi v.
Union of India (2023 — 5-
judge bench)

L-G exceptional control —
must recommend all Bills
involving financial
obligations before
Assembly introduction
(Sec. 36)

Former state
Only UT carved out of a
full state; previously had
special status under Art.
370

Low — most restricted of
the three; L-G dominates
key executive functions

No major SC case yet;
2019 Reorganisation Act is
the primary reference



Al-Driven Breathable
Buildings: India vs China



Aspect

Concept

Focus Area

Technology Used

Air Quality Monitoring

Pollutants Targeted

Approach

Urban Policy Integration

Real Estate Impact

Scale

India (Mumbai Pilot — Al Breathable
Buildings)

Al-powered "breathable buildings”
focusing on indoor air purification

Health-centric real estate (air quality
as core feature)

- Al-based environmental sensing
- Real-time air monitoring
- Smart filtration systems

Continuous indoor + outdoor air
quality tracking

PM2.5, harmful gases, microbial
pollutants

Proactive (dynamic filtration + airflow

adjustment)

Early-stage pilot (Mumbai)

Emerging differentiator (air quality =

property value factor)

Pilot phase = scalable model

China (Smart & Healthy Buildings
Model)

Smart city + healthy building integration
with Al + loT

Pollution control + urban efficiency +
surveillance integration

- Al + loT sensors

- Big Data analytics

- Smart HVAC systems
- Digital twin cities

Nationwide real-time AQI monitoring
(linked with urban grids)

PM2.5, PM10, NOx, SO,, industrial

emissions

Preventive + regulatory (pollution control
+ strict enforcement)

Integrated in national policies like "Smart
City Program”

Already integrated in premium housing +
urban planning

Large-scale nationwide implementation



Q. Consider the following statements:
1. Al-driven breathable buildings primarily focus on improving indoor air quality.

2. PM2.5 particles can directly enter the bloodstream.
3. China's smart building ecosystem is mainly private sector driven.

Which of the above statements are correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c)1,2and 3
(d) 1 only



2 Exercise
Cyclone 2026




Heading (English)

Type of Exercise

Countries Involved

Year | Edition

Location

Frequency

Focus Area

Terrain

faazor (Hindi)

3IGTH BT YDBR

onfaer 32r

ay | J&pIor

India-Egypt (Exercise Cyclone)

Joint Special Forces Exercise
fashy aat &1 Hgad ATy

India & Egypt

WRd 3R g

2026 - 4th Edition
e J&BIT
Anshas, Egypt
ey, fAa

Annual (Alternating between India
& Egypt)

aifiies, Q1 Seff ? art-art
Special Forces Operations
fadry gw 3iaeA

Desert & Semi-desert

e 37 3ref -

Participants

Objective

Strategic Importance

Nature of Cooperation

Military Diplomacy Role

Examples

AT BT W&HT

I~ peAtfa

RIRATT AR Y-

25 Indian Army personnel +
Egyptian forces

25 yRdtg e

Improve interoperability &

coordination
IHY 3R AR deTT

Strengthens India-Egypt defence

ties
feuafta &m Jeer Asted
Bilateral

feuafta

Trust-building & knowledge

exchange
faeara fAmfor

Exercise Cyclone

IS NI



Word of the day

Guffaw:
a burst of deep loud hearty laughter

Synonyms: chuckle, giggle, cackle

Usa g€ His ridiculous excuse made everyone
guffaw.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/guffaw

International Phonetic
Alphabet: [gnfa:/

.
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