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• “I was smiling yesterday,I am 
smiling today and I will smile 
tomorrow.Simply because life is too 
short to cry for anything.”







India and the United States have signed a 10-year 
defence framework titled
“Framework for the U.S.–India Major Defence 
Partnership”.

Signed by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and U.S. 
Secretary of War Pete Hegseth
on the sidelines of the 13th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus) in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The move marks a new phase in India-U.S. strategic 
cooperation aimed at ensuring
peace, security, and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.



Objective of the Framework

To advance defence cooperation across 
all five domains — land, maritime, air, 
space, and cyberspace —
ensuring an open, free, and rules-based 
Indo-Pacific.



Domain / Area Focus

Military & Security Cooperation
Maintain a free and open Indo-Pacific, enhance 
interoperability, and strengthen maritime security to 
safeguard global trade routes.

Technology & Industry Collaboration
Promote joint defence innovation, industrial 
partnerships, and advanced technology co-
development.

Collective Security
Encourage cooperation with like-minded partners
(e.g., Quad nations) to deter coercion and uphold 
sovereignty.

Exercises & Intelligence
Regular joint military exercises, intelligence sharing, 
and joint mechanisms for crisis response.

Long-Term Roadmap
10-year vision for strategic coordination, ensuring 
stability and deterrence in the Indo-Pacific.



AGREEMENT YEAR PURPOSE

LEMOA (Logistics Exchange 
Memorandum of Agreement)

2016
Mutual access to bases for 
logistics support

COMCASA (Communications 
Compatibility & Security 
Agreement)

2018
Secure communication and data 
sharing

BECA (Basic Exchange and 
Cooperation Agreement)

2020
Geo-spatial intelligence and 
mapping cooperation



Aspect Significance

Maritime Security

Ensures freedom of navigation in the Indian 

Ocean & South China Sea amid China’s 

assertiveness.

Defence Industry

Boosts “Make in India” in defence; supports 

co-production & R&D under INDUS-X

initiative.

Technology Access
Facilitates collaboration in AI, drones, jet 

engines, cyber & space warfare.

Geopolitical Balance
Strengthens India’s position within QUAD

and broader Indo-Pacific alliances.

Economic Linkage
Defence partnership expected to temper 

trade frictions caused by U.S. tariffs.







Stage Description

Identification
Began 2 months after Cabinet decision (2021) with help of 
Kudumbashree workers, volunteers & local reps.

Data Collection
1.03 lakh individuals from 64,006 families identified as 
extremely poor using indicators like food, health, housing & 
income.

Verification Draft list checked by ward committees and gram sabhas.

Micro Plans
Tailored welfare plans prepared for each family focusing on 
essentials and livelihood.



Area of Support Initiatives Taken

Food Security
Regular food supply ensured for 20,648 families via 
Kudumbashree.

Health
Access to medicines, vaccination, palliative care, and 
organ transplants.

Housing
4,677 families given homes under LIFE Mission; 2,713 
given land & houses.

Livelihood 4,394 families assisted with jobs under MGNREGS.

Education
5,583 children given special attention, 331 students 
awarded scholarships, and 28 single-member families 
moved to safe homes.

Social Inclusion
35,041 families integrated into MGNREGS labour 
network.



Indicator Kerala’s Rank / Achievement

Human Development Index (HDI) 1st in India

Literacy Rate 96% (highest)

Life Expectancy ~75 years

Poverty Headcount Ratio
<1% (NITI Aayog Multidimensional 

Poverty Index, 2023)

SDG India Index 2024 Among top 3 performing states







Aspect Details

Award Name Ezhuthachan Puraskaram

Year 2025

Conferred by Government of Kerala

Announced by Saji Cherian, Minister for Culture

Named After
Thunchaththu Ezhuthachan — father of 

Malayalam language

Significance

Kerala’s highest literary honour, given for 

outstanding contribution to Malayalam language 

and literature

Components Citation + ₹5 lakh cash prize + plaque



Field Malayalam Poetry & Literary Criticism

Full Name Prof. K.G. Sankara Pillai

Recognition
Eminent poet and scholar who enriched modern 

Malayalam poetry

Literary Style

Known for his modernist voice, poetic 

experimentation, and engagement with 

contemporary socio-political issues.

Contribution

Played a crucial role in shaping post-independence 

Malayalam poetry; integrated philosophical depth 

with realism.







Criteria for Creative City of Gastronomy: A city must have

A rich culinary 
heritage, traditional 

ingredients and skills,

Promote sustainability and 
food education,

Foster community 
participation and cultural 

exchange through food,etc.

Reasons for Inclusion: The recognition honors Lucknow’s rich Awadhi 
cuisine, known for kebabs, biryanis, kormas, and sheermal, reflecting 

its culinary artistry, hospitality, and cultural heritage.

Lucknow is now the 2nd Indian city after Hyderabad (2019) to achieve this distinction.

Lucknow has officially been declared a UNESCO Creative City of 
Gastronomy during the 43rd Session of the UNESCO General 

Conference held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.



• UCCN Network: The UCCN comprises 408 cities from over 100 countries.

• For the first time, the UCCN welcomes Creative Cities of Architecture — a new 
creative field in addition to the seven existing ones: Crafts and Folk Art, Design, 
Film, Gastronomy, Literature, Media Arts, and Music.

• Indian Cities in UCCN: India now has 9 cities, including Lucknow, recognized under 
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN).









Aspect Details

Primary Study
V. Viallon et al., Scientific Reports (July 

2024)

Follow-up Study
Reynaldo Cordova et al., The Lancet –

Healthy Longevity (Aug 2025)

Countries Covered
Denmark, South Korea, Spain, Northern 

Ireland (U.K.)

Data Sources

EPIC (European Prospective 

Investigation into Cancer and Nutrition) 

and UK Biobank

Sample Size 2.3 lakh (EPIC) + 1.81 lakh (UK Biobank)



• Healthy Lifestyle Index (HLI) examined link between lifestyle & 
chronic diseases.

• Plant-based diets significantly reduce multimorbidity — i.e., the 
presence of two or more chronic diseases (cancer, diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease) in one person.

• Mechanism:

• Improved insulin sensitivity

• Reduced body fat and oxidative stress

• Lowered cholesterol & inflammation



Health Benefit Explanation

🩸 Improves insulin resistance Prevents Type-2 diabetes and obesity

💓 Protects cardiovascular system Reduces risk of hypertension, stroke, and heart attack

🧬 Reduces cancer risk
Lowers exposure to carcinogenic compounds and 
improves metabolism

🌍 Environmentally sustainable Less greenhouse gas emissions than meat-based diets



• Situation in India

• 👉 Tobacco and betel nut chewing worsen oral & throat cancer rates.

Indicator Data

% Vegetarians ~35% of population

% Vegans ~10%

Diabetes prevalence (Urban) 16.4% diabetic, 8% pre-diabetic

Insulin Resistance 26% of urban Indians

Tobacco use 29% adults (smoking + chewing)

Elderly (60+) with chronic diseases
13% with diabetes, many with dementia or 

Alzheimer’s



• Public Health Implication

• Chronic diseases (non-communicable diseases) form major health burden in India.

• Need for policy interventions:

• Promote plant-based & low-processed diets

• Regulate tobacco, alcohol, and junk food

• Strengthen awareness through National Health Mission (NHM)







• Origin and History:

• First held: 1973 in England — two years before the first men’s World Cup.

• Initially organized by: International Women’s Cricket Council (till 2005).

• Format: Round-robin and knockout stages, featuring top women’s cricketing nations.

• Dominant teams: Australia (7 titles), England (4), New Zealand (1), India (1 – 2025).

• India’s hosting years: 1978, 1997, 2013, and 2025(along with Sri Lanka).







Aspect Details

Launched by ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation)

Date of Launch Sunday (from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota)

Mission LVM3-M5 — India’s most powerful rocket

Satellite Name GSAT-7R (CMS-03)

Weight ≈ 4,400 kg — India’s heaviest communication satellite

Orbit Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

User Agency Indian Navy

Mission Type Communication & Maritime Domain Awareness



• Objective & Significance

• Designed to strengthen the Indian Navy’s space-based communication network.

• Ensures secure, high-capacity communication links for:

• Naval ships, submarines, aircraft, and Maritime Operations Centres (MOCs).

• Improves situational awareness and network-centric warfare capability.

• Supports India’s goal of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliance in defence tech).



Feature Description

Type Advanced military communication satellite

Mass 4,400 kg

Payload High-capacity transponders (voice, data, and video links)

Orbit Type Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

Launch Vehicle LVM3 (Mark-3) — ISRO’s most powerful rocket

Indigenous Components
Fully Indian-made — step towards reducing foreign 
dependence



Feature Details

Full Name Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3)

Nickname “Bahubali Rocket”

Payload Capacity 4+ tonnes to GTO

Notable Missions Chandrayaan-2, Chandrayaan-3, Gaganyaan prep

Significance
Capable of carrying large payloads for strategic defence 
and commercial purposes







Aspect Details

Location Leh district, Union Territory of Ladakh

Issue
The five-year term of the Ladakh Autonomous Hill 
Development Council (LAHDC–Leh) ended on October 31, 
2025, leaving no elected local body in Leh.

Current Status
Elections postponed — to be held only after talks between 
civil society groups (LAB & KDA) and the Union Home 
Ministry (MHA).

Only Representative Left Ladakh MP Mohammad Hanefa (Lok Sabha).



What is LAHDC (Leh)?

Feature Details

Established under
Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council Act, 
1997

Total Members 30 (26 elected + 4 nominated by LG)

Powers
Functions as local self-government — controls 40 
administrative subjects including roads, health, 
education, water supply, and land use.

Development Fund ₹1.5 crore per councillor

Recent Term
Last election in 2020 → BJP won 15 seats, Congress 9. 
Term ended Oct 31, 2025.



• Why No Elections?

• Delay Factors:

• Ongoing talks between civil society groups —

• Leh Apex Body (LAB) and Kargil Democratic Alliance (KDA)

• Demanding constitutional safeguards under Sixth Schedule / Article 371 for 
Ladakh.

• Boundary changes and creation of new districts delayed the election schedule.

• Centre awaiting draft proposals from LAB & KDA for special status and administrative 
reforms.







Name Role Origin / Education

Brendan Foody CEO

Georgetown 

University 

(Economics)

Adarsh Hiremath CTO

Harvard University 

(Computer Science); 

parents from 

Karnataka

Surya Midha Chairman of Board

Georgetown 

University (Foreign 

Service); family from 

New Delhi



Stage
Funding Amount 
(USD)

Valuation (USD) Notes

Series A
$32 million (Sept 
2024)

$250 million
Seed expansion 
phase

Series B
$100 million (Feb 
2025)

$2 billion Rapid VC growth

Series C
$350 million (Mid 
2025)

$10 billion
Billionaire 
milestone

Acquisition
$14.3 billion 
buyout of Scale 
AI’s main rival

Enabled AI-
talent synergy 
via Meta deal



Delhi Government 
Launches ‘Pink 
Saheli Smart Card’ 
for Free Travel



Swachh Survekshan 2025: 
Madurai Tops List of Dirtiest 
Cities



• Madurai emerged as India’s dirtiest city with a score of 4823, followed 
closely by Ludhiana, Chennai, Ranchi, and Bengaluru. The results 
underscore how rapid urbanisation, insufficient waste disposal systems, 
and civic indiscipline have led to poor sanitation in large cities.

• Metros Among the Worst Performers

• Bengaluru, India’s technology hub, ranked fifth among the dirtiest cities, 
signalling the strain of unchecked growth on basic civic infrastructure.

• Chennai and Delhi also performed poorly, placing third and tenth 
respectively. 

• Greater Mumbai and Faridabad joined the list, showing that even 
financially strong cities continue to grapple with garbage management 
and drainage inefficiencies.



Russia Becomes 
India’s Top 
Supplier of 
Sunflower Oil



• According to industry data, Russian shipments to India have surged 
twelvefold over the past four years, now accounting for nearly 56% of 
India’s total sunflower oil imports.

• Sunflower oil is India’s third-most consumed edible oil after palm and 
soybean oil. The country imports nearly 60% of its total cooking oil 
requirement, as domestic production remains low. 

• Palm oil accounts for about half of these imports. Interestingly, sunflower 
oil gained popularity in 2023–2024 when its prices fell below palm oil, 
narrowing the price gap with soybean oil. H



Gogabeel Lake Declared India’s 94th Ramsar Site

• India has expanded its network of internationally recognised wetlands 
with the inclusion of Bihar’s Gogabeel Lake as the country’s 94th 
Ramsar site.

• The announcement marks another milestone in India’s ongoing 
commitment to wetland conservation under the global Ramsar 
Convention.

• The oxbow lake, located in Katihar district between the Ganga and 
Mahananda rivers, is Bihar’s first community reserve and a vital 
ecological habitat managed by local communities.



• With 94 Ramsar sites, India 
continues to lead Asia and ranks 
third globally, after the United 
Kingdom (176) and Mexico (144). 
The nation has added 67 wetlands 
to the list over the past 11 years, 
covering an area exceeding 13.6 
lakh hectares.



Shenzhou-21 – China Launches 
Youngest Astronaut and Lab Mice to 

Tiangong Space Station



• China successfully has launched the Shenzhou-21 mission to its 
Tiangong space station, carrying a three-member crew that includes 
the country’s youngest-ever astronaut and four laboratory mice. 

• The mission marks another stride in China’s rapidly expanding space 
programme, which aims to send astronauts to the Moon by 2030.



FIDE World Cup 2025 Begins in Goa, 
Trophy Named After Viswanathan 

Anand



PM Modi to Inaugurate 
India’s First Digital Tribal 
Freedom Fighters Museum



• Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Shaheed Veer 
Narayan Singh Memorial and Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum in 
Chhattisgarh on the state’s 25th foundation day.

• The event will mark the launch of India’s first fully digital museum 
dedicated to tribal heroes, along with infrastructure projects worth 
over ₹14,260 crore.

• The grand celebration will take place in Naya Raipur, where the 
Prime Minister will also unveil a statue of Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee at the newly constructed Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly.



Maldives Enforces World’s 
First Generational Tobacco 
Ban



• The Maldives has become the first country globally to impose a 
generational ban on tobacco and vaping, marking a historic step 
towards a smoke-free future. The law, effective from November 1, 
2025, prohibits anyone born after January 1, 2007—including 
tourists—from purchasing or using tobacco products.



• Comprehensive Ban on Vaping and E-Cigarettes
• Unlike similar policies elsewhere, the Maldives’ law extends to all 
electronic smoking devices. 

• The import, sale, possession, and use of vaping products are banned 
across every age group. Violations attract heavy penalties: retailers 
selling to underage buyers face fines up to 50,000 Maldivian rufiyaa 
(around ₹2.9 lakh), while individuals using e-cigarettes risk fines of 5,000 
rufiyaa (about ₹29,000).



India to Triple Rare 
Earth Magnet 
Incentives to $788 
Million



• India plans to expand its rare earth magnet manufacturing 
incentive scheme to over ₹7,000 crore ($788 million), nearly tripling 
the earlier allocation.

• The move seeks to secure critical materials for electric vehicles, 
renewable energy, and defence as the country works to reduce 
reliance on China, which dominates the global supply chain.



Celebrating State/UTs Formation Day







• What are the Provisions Related to Formation of States/UTs in India?

• Part I of the Indian Constitution: It is titled “The Union and Its 
Territory” and comprises Articles 1 to 4.

• It defines India as a “Union of States”, specifies the names and 
territories of States and Union Territories, and empowers Parliament to 
admit or establish new States and to alter the area, boundaries, or 
names of existing States.

• Article 1: It declares India as a Union of States, which includes all States, 
Union Territories, and any territories that may be acquired in the future.

• This reflects the idea of a strong Union with an indestructible centre but 
flexible units.



• Articles 2: Empowers Parliament to admit new States into the Union or establish new States on 
such terms and conditions as it deems fit.

• Article 3: It gives Parliament the authority to form a new State by separating territory from any 
existing State or by merging two or more States or Union Territories.

• It also allows alteration of the area, boundaries, or name of any existing State.

• However, a Bill for this purpose can be introduced only with the prior recommendation of 
the President, who must refer it to the concerned State Legislature for its views.

• The State Legislature’s opinion is not binding on Parliament, and no such reference is 
required in the case of a Union Territory.

• This provision has enabled major reorganisations such as the creation of Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand, Uttarakhand (2000) and Telangana (2014).



• Articles 4: Any law made under Articles 2 or 3 may 
amend the First Schedule (list of States and UTs) and 
the Fourth Schedule (Rajya Sabha seat allocation). 
Such a law is not treated as a Constitutional 
Amendment under Article 368.



SC Upholds Minors' Property Right



• In K.S. Shivappa vs Smt. K. Neelamma Case 2025, the Supreme Court 
(SC) ruled that after attaining majority, a person can repudiate a property 
sale made by their guardian without court sanction, either by filing a suit 
or through clear conduct, such as reselling the property.



• Legal Framework: The laws on property acquired by minors through their guardians 
are determined through 3 pieces of legislation:

• Indian Contract Act, 1872: Only persons of majority age and sound mind are 
competent to contract. Contracts by minors are void ab initio—invalid from the 
beginning.

• A valid contract requires consent, a lawful object, legal consideration, 
and competent parties—the last being crucial when a minor is represented 
by a guardian.



• Hindu Minority and Guardianship Act, 1956: Natural guardians must act for 
the minor’s benefit. Guardians cannot sell, mortgage, or lease a minor’s 
immovable property without court permission.

• Any sale without permission is voidable at the instance of the minor.

• Guardian and Wards Act, 1890: A guardian cannot dispose of a ward’s 
property without the court’s sanction.

• Limitation Act, 1963: It grants a person 3 years after attaining 
majority to challenge or set aside such a property transfer.



India Crosses 500 GW 
Power Capacity Mark



• India has achieved a significant milestone with the nation’s total installed electricity 
capacity surpassing 500 GW. More than 51% of this capacity now originates from non-
fossil fuel sources.

• Breakdown of India’s Power Capacity:

• Total Installed Capacity: 500.89 GW

• Non-fossil fuel sources: 256.09 GW (≈51%) including Solar(127.33 GW), Wind (53.12 
GW), Hydro (30.29 GW) and Nuclear (45.25 GW).

• Fossil-fuel-based sources: 244.80 GW (≈49%)













Thank you ☺


