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Category: Economy

Govt of India and ADB signed a $42 million loan for coastal protection

The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank have signed a loan of $ 42
million for improving the coastal and riverine defensive structure for Maharashtra by
implementing the Maharashtra Sustainable Climate-Resilient Coastal Protection and
Management Project. The planned enhancements are to enhance the development of local
communities and ecosystems by using integrated techniques including Offshore reefs human
structures work such as rock armoring and nature-based measures including beach
nourishment. Modern tools such as remote sensing and climate projection will be applied in
shoreline preservation and risk diversification for climatic events. The project also aims to
respond to challenges that affect some of the most important economic sectors of the
community, including tourism and fishing as a result of erosion and flooding along the coast.
Moreover, it recognizes and celebrates women, youth, and vulnerable groups in leadership and
management of the coast with a view to enhancing disaster risk reduction and response
mechanisms.

Key points

Through the signed loan agreement of $ 42 million between the Government of India and ADB,
more support is committed to enhancing coastal and riverbank protection in Maharashtra,
emphasizing the safety of the people and ecosystems in the areas of vulnerability.

Objective: The objective of the Maharashtra Sustainable Climate-Resilient Coastal Protection
and Management Project is to use advanced measures to increase the ability of coastal
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populations to withstand negative impacts.

o Hybrid Approach for Coastal Protection: Offshore reef systems, rock structures, and
natural coast are the approaches used in this project to address issues of coastal
erosion through beach and dune replenishment.

e Advanced Technologies: Enhances its ability to protect the shoreline, monitor sea
level, and prepare for storms using remote-sensing satellite photography and
sophisticated climate change modeling.

e Impact on Local Sectors: Stresses more development of hard measures that can be
observed in sectors such as tourism and fishery industries which are most vulnerable to
the effects of coastal erosion and floods.

e Increased Community Participation: Gives priority to women and youths, and
vulnerable groups in the management of the coastal zones and hence these groups will
equally be in a better place to handle such disaster before, during and after incidents.

About Coastal Erosion

Coastal erosion refers to loss of land along coast due to natural forces and anthropogenic
effects — the most important causes of coastal erosion are wave and currents, cyclone, tides
and human activities like reduction of sand, construction along the coast, water pollution,
destruction of Mangrove forest, dredging etc.

Causes of Coastal Erosion

Natural Causes:
e Wave Action and Tides: Shoreward wave action and strong tidal forces stimulate
sediment movement.
e Sea Level Rise: Brought about by climate change which has acting as a catalyst
resulting in water logging of coastal regions.
e Cyclones and Storm Surges: High frequency of cyclone enhances the rate of erosion
more especially along the eastern coastline.
Anthropogenic Causes:
e Sand Mining: This de-stabilizes sediment inputs and outputs, and thus is unsustainable.
e Infrastructure Development: Natural sediment flow is affected by creation of ports
harbors and urbanization.
o Deforestation of Mangroves: The loss of primary natural barriers causes exacerbation
of the coastal risk.
e Pollution: Littering and industrial effusions distort the balance of forces in coastal
grounds.

Conclusion

As stated, the $42 million credit facility for which the Gol and ADB signed an agreement will
reach a substantive extent of what is required to address coastal and riverine protection in
Maharashtra. The Maharashtra Sustainable Climate-Resilient Coastal Protection and
Management Project’s goal is delivering coastal defence and protection to local populations and
ecosystems using engineering solutions like offshore reefs, rock armoring and other natural
approaches which comprise beach nourishment as well. The project benefits from today’s
technology such as remote sensing and climate modeling to monitor and protect the coastlines.
It also ensures the communities especially the women and young ones are involved in any
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disaster management thus enhancing the sector that has been most affected by coastal erosion
and flooding such as tourism and fishing.
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The Tansen Sangeet Samaroh that was organlzed from December 15th to 19th, 2024 in
Gwalior was the extra special event of the 100th Tansen Sangeet Samaroh in which people
paid homage to the great tradition of Hindustani classical music and Tansen.

The festival was devoted to the centennial celebration of Maestro Tansen and was held
between December 15 and 19, 2024 in Gwalior. Organized by the Madhya Pradesh Culture
Department, the festival gave tabla legend Pandit Swapan Chaudhuri the Rashtriya
Tansen Samman 2023 and Indore-based cultural NGO Sanand Nyas Sanstha the Raja
Mansingh Tomar Samman 2023. Pandit Chaudhuri a Padma Shri awardee, specializes in
Farukhabad gharana and contributed to the global music scenario. Sanand Nyas was awarded
for recognition of classical music, drama, and festivals for more than 35 years. With this in mind
the organization of the Tansen centenary celebrated by artists Shubha Mudgal, Ritwik Sanyal,
and Remo Skelo proves the up-to-date value of Tansen’s contribution.

Pandit Swapan Chaudhuri was awarded with Rashtriya Tansen Samman 2023

Pandit Swapan Chaudhuri, a Padma Shri recipient and tabla virtuoso from Kolkata, received the
festival’s highest honor. It was initiated in 1980 and offers 5 lakh as cash and a citation plaque.
Now associated with the Farukhabad Gharana, Chaudhuri said that receiving the award is a
dream of a lifetime. He is recognized on a worldwide scale he danced for kings and queens,
shared stages with legends like Stevie wonder and graduated young students at the Ali Akbar
College of Music.
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Indore-based Sanand Nyas Sanstha was awarded with the Raja Mansingh Tomar
Samman 2023

Many cultural organizations were also honored, the Sanand Nyas Sanstha, a cultural
organization based in Indore for 35 years received for its contribution to giving programs in
Indian classical music, drama and festivals. The award was received by President, Jayant
Madhav Bhise and secretary Sanjeev Babikar who called it a tribute to art lovers.

A description of great performances at the festival

During the centenary festival such leading artists as Shubha Mudgal, Ritwik Sanyal, Remo
Skelo performed to present Tansen Gharana for having been going strong still to the present
day.

Site of Festival and Officials

The function was organized in the premises of Tansen Tomb which has been declared as a
UNESCO world heritage site and was presided over by minister of culture Mr Dharmendra
Singh Lodhi.

Category: International

Bharat National Museum

AGREEMENT BETWEEN NATIONAL MUSEUM &
FRANCE MUSEUMS DEVELOPPEMENT FOR

YUGR YUGEEN BHARAT NATIONAL MUSEUM -

Dr. B R Mani

=% 3 Director General
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India and France have in recent years enhanced their strategy cooperation in defense, space,
economic, digital and multilateral spheres. In defence, France is the second-largest arms seller
to India with big deals such as the Rafale aircraft and Scorpene Submarines. Both the countries
have started a process known as ‘defense industrial roadmap — a framework of co-design, co-
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development for co-production to build defense capabilities. The India-France Indo-Pacific
Road-map set up in 2023 enhance their engagement from the Indian ocean region to the Indo-
pacified region. In space sector, France is deeply involved with India and in fact, at the
economic front also, France continues to be an important investor in India.

Besides, India and France have agreed to carry out a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
create the Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum in New Delhi under the Centre Vista
Rejuvenation Scheme. The museum, which covers India’s unbroken civilizational history, would
span north and south blocks and would involve adaptive reuse with reference to French ‘Grands
Projets’. This strengthens the bilateral cultural relationship that marries Indian history to French
professionalism in museums creation.

Key Points:

The Ministry of Culture, Government of India has signed an MOU with France
Museums Development (FMD) to build the Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum.
It will be spread over 155,000 sq km in the North and the South Blocks of New Delhi
under the Central Vista Redevelopment Project.

The museum will be dedicated to the Indian civilization that has an unbroken historical
and cultural continuum.

India and France will maintain partnerships that range from feasibility studies,
interpretive planning as well as programming of lifestyle activities where France has
adopted concrete examples of museum construction evidenced by the Grand Louvre.
The North block and South block will be re-purposed according to the French “Grands
Projets” that aimed at the conversion of government structures into cultural ones keeping
historical appearance of the building in mind.

The purpose of this partnership is to promote cultural and historical relations between
the two countries, as well as the development of historic buildings’ adaptive reuse.
Which the Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum seeks to accomplish by acting as the
nexus between India’s past, present and future while offering a cultural loudspeaker to
India’s entire population.

The foundation for this cooperation enhances the 2020 LOI that speaks more of
museum and heritage with additional emphasis on this aspect having been made by the
Prime Minister during his Paris visit in 2023

The museum will transform conventional methods of museum visits, connect India’s
diverse cultural past with the present and provide the society with a venue that
embraces versatility and encourages generations to come.

India-France relations

India and France have indeed blossomed into a qualitatively complex strategic relationship
especially in defense, space, economic, digital and multilateral spheres.

Defense Cooperation: France is the second largest arms supplier to India which
includes a few major projects such as Rafale aircraft and the P-75 Scorpene Submarine
project. To meet Indian defense needs and to create export potential both of the nations
have started a program called ‘defense industrial roadmap’ aiming at co-design, co-
development and co-production. Their intensified military cooperation is evidenced by
the bilateral exercises: VARUNA and FRINJEX-23.
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o Geo-Strategic: Reacting to the shifting dynamics in the region in 2023, Paris and New
Delhi have begun to build the Indo-Pacific Roadmap for India-France cooperation in
ensuring the stability of the area, which has broadened the topic of bilateral cooperation
from the Indian Ocean space to the larger Indo-Pacific region.

e Space Cooperation: France still remains the partner of India in space affairs providing
parts and discussing future projects including the TRISHNA Earth Observation mission
and LV tech.

e Economic Cooperation: France is among the top ten sources of FDI for India in the
fiscal year-2022, with FDI of $659.77 million. Tata Group and Airbus signed an
understanding to produce Indian-built civilian helicopters as well as Akasa Air acquiring
more than 300 LEAP-1B engines from CFM International.

o Digital Cooperation: India and France have taken UPI to the global level by launching
the Unified Payments Interface from the Eiffel Tower and announced cooperation
between PayTM and Orange for safe transactions for Indian tourists and Non-Resident
Indians. Also, France has designed supercomputers for India which includes Param
Siddhi, the fastest supercomputer in India.

e Multilateral Cooperation: France has backed India’s aspiration for a permanent
membership of the UNSC and supported India on issues including Kashmir and
terrorism and on nonproliferation endeavors. France assisted in the inclusion of India in
MTCR in the year 2008, WA in the year 2011 and AG in the year 2016.

Conclusion:

The increase in the relations between India and France shows an indication of the relationship
with strategic and cultural bonds. There are large defense, space, and economic interactions
between both nations and the Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum is a major cultural
cooperation. This is not only to show and embrace the historical and cultural values of India but
also has required relationship for mutual benefit. This way the relationship between the two
nations is shifted to the synergy of the new functions of the historical buildings for the
contemporary cultural meanings evolutionary program is set for the further cooperation of the
two countries in both technical and cultural front.
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Category: Environment

policy for the protection of Sacred

The Union Government has been instructed by the Supreme Court of India to evolve a policy on
the conservation of the sacred groves of India . Sacred groves are assemblages of trees which
are protected by tribal people due to the faith and belief related to religious perspectives about
faiths and beliefs of nature. These groves are useful for retention for species/diversity, control
for climate, water, as well as income. But they are threatened by aspects such as urbanization,
deforestation, exploitation of resources as well as culture degeneration. The Supreme Court has
suggested a survey of sacred groves across the country for protection under the Wildlife
Protection Act, and the declaration of communities to protect their reserves. The Court also
highlighted the provisions of Forest Rights Act to enable local communities, and tribes to protect
such important natural resources.

What are Sacred Groves?

e Sacred groves are defined as patches of forests or tree areas that the local inhabitants
felt compelled to conserve because of their religious and traditional use.

e The number of defined sacred groves in India alone exceeds 13,000. Among the more
abundant states in groves are Kerala, West Bengal, Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Meghalaya, Rajasthan and Tamil Naidu.

e These are known as Kavu/Sarpa Kavu in Kerala, Devarakadu/ Devkad in Karnataka,
Deorai/Devrai in Maharashtra, Jahera/ Thakuramma in Odisha, etc

e According to the idea of the sacred groves the degree of sanctity is different from grove
to grove. For instance, the Garo and the Khasi tribes of northeastern India do not allow
human interference in the area of sacred groves at all.

Ecological Importance
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Sacred groves can also play a role in maintaining the pressures of biotic diversity, affecting
climate, protecting water sources, livelihoods, and culture, and spreading environmental
information.

Threats to Sacred Groves

Some of the challenges that hamper the development of sacred groves are the conversion of
such area into urban centers, continuing destruction exercised by people through cutting down
trees for timber as well as pasting herbs, fruits and herbs, and alteration of cultural perception
about the sanctity of the groves.

Supreme Court’s Recommendations:

e A survey of the sacred groves across the length and breadth of the country should be
made with the collaboration of the MOEF&CC to quantify the area spatially.

e To that end, the Court suggested that sacred groves should be protected under the
Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, which invoked Section 36-C to classify sacred groves as
“‘community reserves.”

e The souls of the sacred groves are protected since they are deemed important in
maintaining on the existing stock of bio-diversity and as icons of cultural value.

Current Policy Framework:

o Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Enables state governments to regulate private or
community land to be protected as community reserves, biological and cultural.

e National Forest Policy of 1988: Promotes the rights of customary tenure on forests to
encourage local communities to conserve and enhance forests.

e Thus, the Indian Supreme Court continues to uphold the strength of local communities in
the protection of forests through judgments like T.N Godavarman Thirumulpad.

Constitutional Safeguards:

o Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP): The provisions of Article 48A require the
State to pay attention to environmental and wildlife.

e Fundamental Duties: Article 51A(g) requires citizens to bear responsibility to save the
natural environment which includes forests, lakes rivers and wildlife.

Way Forward:

e Sacred groves should be given legal protection under the wildlife protection act, 1972
and are more suitable as community reserves.

e The Forest Rights Act 2006 should be protecting local communities and tribes as the
keeper of the sacred groves.

e There is merit in providing local communities the power to manage exploativeness or
any forms of negative use of sacred groves.

Conclusion
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The Supreme Court direction underlines the immediate need for policy direction to conserve the
sacred groves, which are equally important for the survival of the environment and the
conservation of cultural values. When sacred groves have legally protected status and
supported by communities, then people can protect these important wooded areas from
increasing threats. With an understanding of the local community in the forests and their rights,
legal initiatives such as recognition of rights, legal consciousness through the legal act and legal
personality through granting the legal status of wildlife protection Acts will be significant to
ensure the conservation of the India’s valuable bio-diversity and cultural resources of the future

for generations.
I I | | |
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37T el Nifeat T Ticarfed Sam|

AR 3R Wi aEdd H FAY 9 T T&TT, 3TieT, mﬁm,%ﬁwsﬂ?a@mﬂﬁﬁwm
O SAfeer T Hetr faenfad Y o &

o T&IT HEANT: I Rl T GERT HaH T37 §1AIR 3MYfciehell & TSI Ther faaTe 3R ¢-75

TehIdfeT GeTgsell ARSI Sl T TH@ IRATSTATT AT &1 HRA™ 8T STl T T
et 3R AT &7 deT el o forv glar gt o 'T&TT e fAd ASHT ATHS Th FIIHA
& fohar & ToreehT 6T T8-f3aTTset, He-faehrg 3R He-3cdee & | 3eTehl aTg=T He Fglar
cfauafir sre=amat & JATOIA gidT &: a%uT 3R fhaaiad-23|
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o IO 2023 F &1 & SEercly TfdRiierar o yfafhar #Xd §u, aRE 3R =1 feelr o
&1 1 TERAT GIATRET F¥el o T HRA-5h1e TEaT & v g31-AfAfther AT i fsTor
A& T g, et fie ArarR & gfauaha #gaier & faw & carde &= fear g1 a1
Z31-4fafhe &7 & forw Tum|

o Fcfer FEAT HiE 3rel o IIARET AT & R T HINGR F=AT g3 & 3N Joom gy
3geitehel AT 3R Tord! deelies afea wfasa i a3 9T ==t X @ &

o 3T FgahT: faca av-2022 7 659.77 AT STk & THIINTS & ATY WHiH JRT & v
THSI3TS & oMY G ANl 7 8 Teh ¢ el Hog 3N TR o AR 7 AT Al
gOlThITER oh 3cUTGT o felU Ueh FHSHT T TGN TohT, AT & 31T TR o HIUHUH
SeLAAAST I 300 H 318k LEAP-1B §a7eT UTed U]

o FfSee ggalr oA 3R B A Uithel 2Ta ¥ IfA®IEs GHT ST dled il JUITS 1
WWWW%WWWﬁWW$WWW$
fore 9éreA 3R 3iaT & orer weder T EyoT Y §| S8 3T, HiF o 3R & [T guX
FegeX Farse fonam § orast TR &1 Fad ot R Feged A fAfe anfier 31

o SEIRIIT WEIANT: IHTH o JUATHET HT FARM FEEIT o foIT AR T 3THTET H1 FHALAT
fohar 8 3R e#t 3R 3iTcieshdle g el 3R TRATI] AR GITET IR 3R hl THGT
T &1 I oF a¥ 2008 H MTCR, a¥ 2011 & WA 3R a¥ 2016 & AG H HRJ &I enfAe
HeT H TETIAT ST |

fasay:

AR 3R B & e Haelt 7 Sl @ Wislifaien 3R A {aeh Taeil & Hevel [Herdr &1 2l 2t &
S 913 38T, 3AReT 3R 3T A9 § 3R o1 ZolleT TRl TS HIETorT Teh T T HIEhiciah
TEAIT §| Tg o Shdel AR & Ufegri@en iR AiEh s Fedl 1 fe@e 3R 3rdae & fav g, afew
UREAR oTs o T 8 HTaRTeh T §| SH g Gleil oRil o STl HeItl HbToileT HEhicien 31U &
fore AfaeTfaes SARET & 7T it & drote 3 FAEAARA 81 9T &, deheitent AR Aieapice Qe Al
X glit 221t & 31M9Y & TgAeT & ToIv fasrraardT srisher fAeiRa fFar s g
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HR & Haled ATl GaRT g FYHR 1 AR & IIIT 3udedr & HIET0T 9X Ueh A fasfaa
et T TAEer T aram | afas 3udst st & |efg & foies Tepfal o 3eait 3R faearat & av &
enfier TfScahor & Haftrd 3mear 3R faeara & HRor 3nfeardt e garT e forar srar g1 3
39T JSITcrgl/fAfaerar Y §=11T 3@, Stefary, el 3R 3 @) =07 & fow 3uaeh ) oferer
356 AT, Tell T TS, HATUAT & ATOT & HII-HI HIEH(cleh TleT S8 T3 & T 81
A FIE A Fegsiia TR&T0T 3fATATH & dgd GUaT & fow aer o) 7 ufdT 3uaat &1 wdfaror we
3R 370e) $7ST T T&TT o frT FaeTT Y ST hdet T i 3T § 1 sArarery o TN Hoert
3R AT T X/ FgcaquT TTehicreh HHTLAT Y T&T el 7 HaTH Talel & folv aaf HfUFR
ifafaga & graurat 9 o gehrer sre|

&

qfa T 3uaT FT §°

o UTdT UGl T STaTell AT G&T &1 & gehst o &9 H TR foham o & foiee Turei
forard 3r9e enfier 3R gRaRe 3uter & HRoT TIETT i & faw Astey Fgqy #d 8|
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37chel 8T & TRHATI Ifa= 3uaai sl HEAT 13,000 & 378 §| gt 3 37t R A=
qTT ST aTel AT H hlel, I §9TT, SIRWS, AGRISE, AT, T AT 3R afder
CIRESS

So6 S oA1H U ST SITT § el A HI/AIIT F1g, SANTHZ/ FAledh A GaH1s, AGRISE A
SaS/aws, NfEem # Sme/arEEAT, $E

afas 3uael & TR & AR GTadm i {33l g3 3uaet 7 37er7-37009T il &1 3&Te<0T &
foIv, qafed AR &1 IRT 3R TR ST 9T 39asii & &1 7 AT gEdaiy
faegper off sregaafar et & 81

aRfeufas Agca

afa 3 Sifdeh fafaerar & care s FoA1T [, STefaryg I Ffdd 1, STel Hidl, Jreniash A
TEF I T 8T et X Tafaxoiy St therre 31 8ff agfarerT v &t €1

qfdT 3qg=Y FF qHHY

qfa 3Gl & T & STEr STefal aTell S YAlldl &, TH &1 T AG Shal A deolell, Fehs! & foIw
Ut ol hIcet & ATY-HIY STSI-F[eAT, el 3 STSI-gfeAT T RITehTet & ATETH | @9l GaRT ek
fatrer, 3R 9fadr & SR A HFHfdsh TRUM A Seerd| 39da F.

Hafoa T Y A

& T TYTTeTeh & { AT & T MOEF&CC & HEANT F 2T 8 #H IidT 3Udail o1 FA&ToT
fehar ST =g e

39 3827 & TV, =AM o GeATd T foh afas 3uaet st 1972 & degritd EYaToT
e & dgd @Xferd fohar ST =g, foraer afde Suas sl "arersh RTaTT" & &9
A qafiehc A & FoIT 4R 36-HT Y 19 fohaT |

qfa SUGeT T AT Y T&TT T ST ¢ FiTeh o Sfa-faTardr & Hiser #SR &l a1
TGt 3R ERich Hed & Tolleh & T H HgedquT AT SITell &

FJaAT Afa e

qegstta §EToT HfAfaae, 1972: TeT THRT A Al a1 AR i@ H aregeRs
3RTEY, Sifash 3R AREhfcieh o &9 & WaTdT lel o foiw fAfAa AT et 7 were s g1
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o 1988 FY T T A FAUTNT FHSTIT T Tl b HIETUT IR HIET o fIT Aeariged et
& foIT gl W TURTT TaTficd & TARRT Sl derdaT Gl g |

o FH PR, AR Faied wardTeld &0, NeTadis [RAvee Sif 0Tt & aAreas & get
hT GIETT H TUTT FHEAT T Alehel hl HRIH G & |

HauTfars FIaT 3T

o UST F A e R (Srdiead)): 3r7ese 48T & YraHel & ded Tsd i TR0
3R T SfiaeT W €T St T ITFLTHT B |

o FiferE weeT: ey 510(S) AeTReT St T fde gafawer, forae sierer, sfiel, afear 3k
I ST eMfAeT &, I STt T THFASRT ot ST T HT ¢

3T TG T IET:

o UTAT 39de! I dedoild HIETOT HRATAIH, 1972 o TE Hlsfeil GI&TT T SfleAl AT 3R A
TS Rerd & w9 3 370 3ugea &

o I SR HRTATH 2006 I 9FaT 3TaE & Tk & & H TALNT HHAGRT 3R STforiaar
&Y T&TT AT AR T

o TUGT HACHN &I GTaT 3G o AT IT TR 8T oY o SehRIcHe STATIT I Faiftrd
e FI T FGTeT el H AT &

IGAC 2}

FNH HIE 1 Ader afas 39aat & §R&ToT & fow Jifey faderes Hr deenrer 3maegend i (@ifnd
AT &, S IATEROT & 31feced 3R AEP e Hedt & TET0T & foIv HAT §9 & Agca ol 8| 51a
afa SUTT T HTefell T H TEI SoiT Ured g1l & R FHerAT garT TR fonar Sirar &, o @t
oT HEcaYUT STaTell 8131 hl ] TRl § &6l Fehl & | STaTell 7 TAHT HHT AR Seteh TUHRT T
HHST o A, ITARRT T AT, Flefeil HTATAIH & HETH F Flefell Aciell IR Togoita FETT
HTATAIAT T Il TEATA TGTeT el & ATETH H hlefel! ShTercied ST hlelall TgoT HR o HIETOT
1 FATRaa e & fav Ageaqet gielr| Nifedt & fow sifasa & Fezar sia-fafawar ik

e cieh HETEE |




